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C O P Y

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

REGISTERED American Bubassy, consular division
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

2 Aoi-cno, Akasaka,
Minato Ku, Tokyo,

March 1, 19 5 5 .

Mrs. Yaeko Tokuda,
1126 Zoshigaya 6~chome,  

Toshima ku, Tokyo«

Madam:

There is enclosed a copy of the Certificate of the loss of the  
Nationality of the United States executed at the Embassy on December 6,  
1954 which has been approved by the Department of State«

A Notice regarding your privilege of appeal is enclosed, too*

Very truly yours,

Signed
Edith A« Stensby  

American Vice Consul

���
TCF 17} X 54} 100



NOTICE

Your are hereby notified that you have the privilege of  
appealing to the B oard of Review of the Passport Office,  
Department of State, with regard to the decision that you  
have lost your American nationality. Your appeal must be  
based on other than hardship or humanitarian grounds} other�
wise, it cannot be entertained.

If you have new or additional evidence to submit, or  
if you have legal grounds for believing that your case  
merits reversal of the decision, you may present the appeal  
through an American Foreign Service office or a duly authorized  
attorney or agent in the United States. No formal application  
for reconsideration need be made but a statement should be  
submitted, preferably under oath, giving the grounds of appeal  
and should be supported by such documentary evidence as may be  
available.
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AFFIDAVIT OF IDENTITY

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
)

COUNTY’OF SANTA CLARA )
ss .

I, HENRY HIRGMICHI H03HIN0, first being duly sworn, 
depose and say that:

I am a citizerrof the United States by reason- of 
birth at Seattle, Washington, on October 1, 1912; I resi de at 
1!£56 Selo Drive, Sunnyvale, California;

The photograph which is attached below under notari �
al seal is a photograph of YAEKO H03HIN0 TGKUDA, who i s my 
sister. The photograph bears an unraistakeable likeness to 
her. My sister was born at Tacoma, Washington, and we lived 
in the United States for about two years before our parents 
took us to Japan. We lived together in Japan for about eleven 
years.» I last saw my sister at Hachijo Island, Japan,  where 
I was temporarily residing when my said sister came to visit 
me in 1939. Shortly thereafter, in 1940, I departed from 
Japan for the United States.

My sister, Yaeko, was born at Tacoma, Washington on 
February $, 1915> and is- a citizen of the United otates*  To 
the best of my knowledge and belief, she has never per formed 
any act which causes loss of American citizenship.

She is making application to the American Consul, 
Fukuoka, Japan, to establish her claim to American citi zen�
ship and I now make this affidavit for the purpose of estab�
lishing her identity.

WITNESS MY HAND this � .
7

day of September, 1954

•i

<y HTr orni chi Hoshino

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

this ^ �^ day of September, 1954.

-XissSsfc-, W L ~a »
Notary Public
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My name is Haruo Tokuda and Yaeko Tokuda is my moth er#

Each of us lost our U.S. c i t izenship though the rea son dif fers#

My  mother  was a U.S. c i t izen by vir tue of her b i r th  in the  

State of Washington,  U.S.A. She lost her  U.S. c i t iz enship  

by vot ing in Japan, hav ing been  complete ly ignorant  of the fact  

by so doing she thereby would U.S.c i t izenship.

I wou ld  l ike to know whether  or not she has a chance  of regain ing  

her c i t izenship and moreover,  wou ld  l ike to be info rmed as to  

acids: what procedures she must take to recover her cit izenship.

Tokuda, Haruo: born  February 7, 1936, in the South Pacific,
Is land of Saipan.

Being the son of Yaeko Tokuda, a U.S. ci t izen, I ac qui red my  

U.S. c i t i zensh ip  through der iva t ion  but hav ing been  unable  

to return t o  the Uni ted States before reaching the a ge of 16,  

( though ix  at the age of 17 or l£, I made c laim for  my U.S.  

ci t izenship) I thereby lost my U.S. cit izenship#

This was due to the fact that  I was ignorant of the  fact that  

I had to re tu rn  to the U.S. before 16 years of age. Do you  

th ink  I can recover  my c i t izenship? I wou ld  like to b e  

in formed of the necessary procedures to fo l low and

any documents I should have.
1128 Zoshigaya, 6 chome

Dated- June 2, 1957 X&kya Toshima Ku, Tokyo, Japan

T o k u d a , Haruo
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$ 500.00, Tokyo, Japan Augus t ,1957.

For Value Rece ived I promise to pay to Wayne M. Collins,  or 

•order, the sum of* Rive Hundred ($500.00) Dollars, in l awful money 

•of the Uni ted States of America, at San Francisco,  California, o n  

«demand, w i th  interest thereon from the date of dem and, in l ike 

lawful  money of the Uni ted States of America, at th e rate of six 

p e r  cent per year unt i l  paid and, in case suit is in st i tuted to 

co l lect  this note or any port ion thereof, I promise  to pay such 

•additional sum as the Court may adjudge reasonahle as a t to rney ’ s 

fees  in said suit.



QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ST RANDEES

KB

Please read, this questionnaire carefully and then print, type or write 

your answers legibly to the following questions# 

a* State your fully name, 

b. Male? . F e m a l e M a i d e n  Name?

c„ Birth place?

4

Birth date?.

d. Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Co nsulate for the 

purpose of reserving your Japanese nationality? w 

When ..  Where?

e. Have you ever renounced Japanese Nationalit en? i

Where?

1. What schools did you attend in Japan?

Waere? ta

State the years you attendee those schools^ ,̂/̂-̂ â aeSL.TS^

State the periods you visited Japan and the purposes of each visit.

¿¿cat̂

When did you last return to Japan?

What other documents did you then have to establish y our identity as a 

U ,S . c It izen? LJL

Do you have those documents now?

¿¿4*ue***i <Su4uuêéCtcr2^^ii^o

Japanese consul?

What became of it?

What became of them?

Did you then have a visa from a 

i ve you that vise now? s Zcj &CSL

Did you then have a Japanese passport? n Do you have it now?

What became of it?

5# Why were you in Japan when the war started on Dec.  7, 1941?

What was your occupation in Japan when the war starte d on Dec# 7, 1941?



Where

What is the name of your spouseAre you married, or/iingle

■ (wi fe -cr husband)

Where were you marra.'When were you married?

What ia the citizenship of your spouse

(reifo—or- husband)? Yi/here was your spouse

(w-ife- or husband) born?

of your father?Name and addres

Of what country is he a citizen? 

Name and address of your mother?

Of what country

Names, birthdates and birthplaces of each of your childr en?

Since returning to Japan have you voted in any electio ns?

Y/hy did you vote in those elections?

Prom what sources

What Allied



What Japanese officials instructed, you to vote? ¿cu*<£
_ _____ ^  ,
re those instructions

printed ones.: 
s&t

S t a ^ ^  tb̂ B i

Verbal?

eighbors who told you to vo#e

Z3SZ��7Z��JZS�� .ic: n -TT.

What did they tell you would happen to you if you didn’t  vote?

What did you believe or fear would happen to you if you d idn’t vote?

—  (Lose ration card? .

RE: KOSEKI REGISTRATION '

When ?

Was your name registered in a family Koseki in Japa n?

Where? * & l £ l /  By

■■■	»— . «y*~i

ed in a Koseki?

Did you personally apply to be register 

When? Where?

Vi/here did you go to apply to be registered?

Yi/hen? ^  Why did you apply to be registered?

If someone other than you personally registered you r name in a 

Koseki state who it was who registered you.

What relation is that person to you?

Why were you registered in a Koseki?

Were you registered in a Koseki since your last ret urn to Japan because 

if you were not registered you would not have been given a ration card?

... - , r| or would not have been given an address to rec eive

. or would have been punished, and, if so, by whom?

and why?

Were you registered because of fear that if you weren’t you would suffer 

in some form? ___ ______  such as would not be issued a ration card?



^  State what other reasons caused, you to register

REs CONSCRIPTION

16« Were you conscripted in the Japanese armed forces ? ^ �^ ^

When? In what branch of service?

What was your address at the time you were conscripted?

With whom were you then

living?

What was your occupation at that time?

Name and address of your employer at that time?

Place where you then were working

If you were attending school at that time state the name of the school

..........  State type of school

Were you then single? Married? i

17* What was the first notice you received that you had to reg ister for the 

draft under the Japanese draft law?

Was it a written notice? Verbal notice?

What was the date of that notice? Have you that

notice? (If so, attach It to this questionnaire). Wh at did

that notice Instruct you to do?

18. Where did you report to the draft authorities?

Were those draft authorities civilians? or Japanese military

authorities? Were you given a medical examination by  the draft

author it ies ? Where ? When?

What other notices did you receive from the draft a uthorities?

State whether you received those notices by mail or whether they were 

personally delivered to you. ........

19. Did you inform the Japanese civilian draft author ities that you were a

I . S . c it lzen? i i ...  ̂ When ? Where ?

Who was present? ___



Tf* you told that personally to a c ly il Ian draft offic er state the name

of the officer and his title ! , ....... - ...r , , . T T— ------

Yfhat is his present address? ______ ______

What did he say to you when you stated you were a U.S. citize n?

Will he be silling to give you an affidavit stating t hose facts?

20. Did you inform the Japanese military draft authoriti es that you were a 

U.S. citizen? When?   __ ___  Where?  __________________

22

If you told that personally to a Japanese military d raft officer state 

the name of the officer and his grade or rank ,

What is the present address of that officer?

Will he be willing to give you an affidavit stating tho se facts?

2 1. if you dIdn?t tell the civilian or military draft off icers that you were 

a U.S. citizen why didn!t you do so?

What did you fear would happen to you if you told him (or  them) you were 

a U.S. cit izen?

Were you afraid to tell the conscripting civilian off icers 

officers -«• that you were a U.S. citizen? _

or military

swrassarscastBEJ
Why?

Did you ĵ ell the civilian conscipting officers that you  did not wish to 

serve in the Japanese armed forces? ’When?
��������� acggfcjr.-3-sj»-. jj-kl ■■ rtsx-’iaca erf sejartfcj

Where? _________  __

To what officers did you tell that? ____

State their names

and addresses
=rt:-3?Oej a ta g t xT r-rrg .: r is.-al-sa c m ■sstr..»	 t e as

Will they be willing to give you affidavits stating that fact? e=ar̂ =TOe

23 . Did, you tell the military authorities —  or civil au thorities -- that 

you did not wish to serve in the Japanese armed forc es? e5=e=e=tea=r 

When? __________  ___  Where?

To what officers?



SOS

Stato their names and, present addres«

Will any of them be willing to give you an affidavit s tating the fact 

you notified those authorities you did not wish to serve i n the Japanese 

armed forces? , , ... .

Did you write any letters to the civilian or military  draft authorities 

stating that you were a U.S. citizen and not subject to  conscription in

the Japanese forces? • Date of l e t t e r ........

(If you did, attach a copy of that letter to this ques t ionna ire *)

What did you fear would happen to you if you refused to be conscripted?

24. Did you fear you would be punished by the Japanese c .ivil authorities for 

refusing to obey the draft law? What penalty or punishment

did you fear you would be subjected to if you refused? <

25. Did you fear also that the Japanese mllit_ary author ities would punish

you if you refused to be conscripted? i What punishment di d

you fear they would subject you to?

26. Did you apply for a deferment, postponement or delay  of your conscription?

When? Where? <

To what office? Did you do this verbally?
ferrt'gyflg.^g-aa;

in writing? (If in writing attach

a copy of that letter or memorandum to this questionnaire«,) If you  

haven*t a copy state the language and contents of tha t letter or memoran’ 

dum

Were you afraid to apply for a deferment, postponement or delay in your 

c ons c r ipt ion ? ______________  Why ?



What did, you fear would happen to you if you did:

— I .  H '.acr=

What answer were you given to this request?

Was it a verbal answer? .....  Was it a written answer?

(Attach a copy of your written answer to this quest ionnaire.) If you 

haven!t a copy state the substance of that answer

�� . Did you make a second request for deferment 9 postponement or delay? 

^ „ �==«=  ̂When? Where?

To whom and to what office?

What answer did you receive?

Was this answer verbal? , . . . ______  written? (Attach

the letter or copy of the answer you received#)

2 �# What date were you conscripted (drafted) into the Japanes e armed forces? 

=^= �̂==^=^™=*=— Where were you conscripted? eeewsB!BMS=̂ e 

What was your first rank or grade in the armed forces  of Japan?

29. Were you required to take an oath of allegiance to Japa n at the time of 

conscription?  ̂ Where did you serve in the Japanese ar med

forces? ......................................... Did you receive any pro�

motions in the Japanese armed forces? t .  .  , , , T ___  When? „ ....... . T

_____________ To what rank or grade? trrr'aw'sacrqrr rs jr-̂ T.-.r sa c  j t h s sm

Did you take an oath of allegiance to

Japan at the time of promotion?

How long did you serve in the Japanese armed forces?

When were you released from services in the Japanese  armed forces?

While in the service did you participate in any ski rmish or battle 

against the U#S. armed forces? Against what other

Allied armed forces did you participate in any skir mish or battle? __ _^

Wnore?

In what battles? -

Did you surrender and wore you a prison or of war?

Vtfhen? Where ? ____  -M . ' . .



To what U.S. or Allied troops?

When were you released from detention? 

Where were you when released? . ____

RE: APPLICATION TO RETURN TO U.tS t

30. Before or after war first broke out on Dec. 7, 1941, did you apply to a 

U.S. Consul or the TJ.S. Embassy in Japan to return  to the U.S.?<̂ ^ â M> 

When? . Where?

To what consulate or embassy?

Did you apply to the Swiss, Swedish or other consular or diplomatic 

office to send you back to the U.S.?

�/�/�̂���� _____  To what office?

What answer did you receive? ~«sir*£=tBEdes=

31. Before war broke out on. Dec. 7, 1941, or afterward,  did you apply for 

boat passage to return to the U.S.? .»When?

Where? To what company or office did you apply

for transportation to return to the TJ.S.? 

Did you make that application orally? 

in writing? „ ,

Did you make It 

(If it was in writing attach a copy of your lett-

er or application for such passage to the U.S.) Did you receive booking 

on any boat that was to take you to the U.S.?

On what date were you to sail? , , _________  Prom what

port? ____ ______ ________ __  Name of ship?

If you didrî t apply for passage to return to the U.S . state why you didn^ 

do so.

it (̂ ¡4ÿt4t/pU*CÎ  ■ ' ■ - ' <  -»

RE: APPLICATION POR I �TCERNMENT

��. Did you apply to the Japanese authorities during the  war to be interned

as a U.S. citizen? — When? , . . ------  --------

Where? ___ —  To what office did ho apply?



What answer did, you receive to your request?

Was the answer a verbal one? i Was it in writing?

(If in writing, attach the letter or memorandum to this questionnaire.)

If you do not have a copy of the letter or memorandum, st ate in substance 

what the writing stated.

RE: REGISTRATION AS ALIEN IN JAPAN

33. Before, during or since the war have you been register ed as a U.S* alien 

in Japan? Q When? Where?

Were you registered with a U.S. Consul or U.S. Emba ssy in Japan as a U.S* 

citizen? c=a=l=!:;E=̂ ^  When? c=t_==t==̂ ^  Where?

Were you required to report to the Japanese police? .....

When? Where? _______ __ _ How often?

Did the police visit you? 

Where?

When?

How oft en ?

RE: EXPATRIATING ACTIONS
•j  t r ie ra  tzatv -*1'— Jtrr-Jr

■ T.-rtru-raraa

34. Have you ever filed with any office in Japan any affidavit or statement 

claiming or stating that you were a Japanese citizen  

When? i Where? i

For what purpose did you file that? _

Have you ever applied for or received any benefit o r right in Japan that 

Is granted only to Japanese citizens? ..-J/hen? i ,  ,

Where? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  What was the right or ben efit you

were applying for?

receive that right or benefit?

Did you

When ?

35. Have you ever applied to a Japanese government o ffice or officer for a

Japanese passport? __ —  When?

Whefe? mtrmnaga zaxK* wafc«*» MW
Did you receive it?



When? Pol1 what purpose did you use it?

What became of that Japanese passport? , .

36 o Have you,, since re turn ing to Japan in 1946 bee n na tura l i zed  aa,. a , Japan* 

ese c i t izen? -Sf  so, what steps d id you take to  beco me

natu ra l i zed  as a Japanese ci t izen? ________ _

To what off ice did you make that appl icat ion?

When? W h e r e ? _____

'Were you na tura l ized? , When?

What document did you receive showing you were natu ra l i zed?

sa3Bsarsa»=s»g^

t . t=rJr=tr.-rr=

Date of that document?

37» Have you, since re turn ing to Japan been employe d by the Japanese Govern�

ment or any agency of the Japanese Government? i i i , , , - . .

If so, name the off ice by wh ich  you were employed and th e dates of your 

employment

HE; SERVICE TO TJ.S.

38,

o 9,

Have you worked for the Uni ted  States Government or  A l l ied Mi l i tary

author i t ies whi le  in Japan? — - ^ For what s e r v i c e ? .....

In what capaci ty? ;

form, your work?

Dates of your employment

Where did you per-

Have you ever served in the armed forces of the U,S 

In what branch? Vi/hen?

Per iod of service 

Where d id you serve?

Date you received an Honorab le  Discharge

Seria l  No» ...... What other members of your fam i l y

(father, chi ldren, brothers, or sisters) served in the armed forces of 

the U.S.?  ___ _______________



40, State their names, relationship and branch of the  armed forces in which 

they served or are serving i

RE î OTHER DATA

41. What is your occupation now?

Where do you work?

What property do you own in UaparT? 

Nature of that property?

42,

Est imat ed valu at ion of that property?

¿ o f -
, and addre

To what address do you intend to return to .1

43, Have you filed an application with a U.S. Consul in Japan for a U.S. 

passport ? When did you file it? &  *

With what U.S, Consul did you file i t ? __

(Attach a copy of the application y$u $?ok  t

What reasons did the U.S. Consul give you for refusing to issue you a 

passport ? ¿ & é S Â £ ê iièt%4L 43tk ¿ M u a  -

<5SkC

(Attach the letter of refusal the U.S. Consul sent to you, ) 

44, Did you take an appeal from the Consul*s refusal?

When? (Attach a copy of that appeal to this

questionnaire.) What decision was made on that appeal?

(Attach a copy of that decision to this questionnaire .)
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November 13* 1957 ’

Mrs. Yaeko Tokuda  
1128 Zoshigaya 6-chome,  
Toshlma ku, Tokyo,
Japan
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May 13* 1958

\

Mrs* Yaeko Tokuda  
1128 Zoshigaya 6-chome,
Toshima ku, Tokyo,
Japan

Dear  Mrs. Tokuda:
On March 31, 1958, the U# S. Supreme Court held in t he case 

of Perez v. Brownell that an American citizen who v otes in a 
«political election’* in a foreign country loses hi s U.S# citizen�
ship if he voted voluntarily even though he did not  know he would 
lose his citizenship by:so voting. However, if the voting was 
caused by duress, coercion or undue influence it was i nvoluntary 
and would not cause him to lose U.S# citizenship#

To prove that your voting was involuntary the State  Depart�
ment will require evidence that you voted under dur ess, coercion 
or undue influence# It will require a statement fro m you, under 
oath, stating the reasons why you voted. Affidavits fro m other 
persons having knowledge of the fact that you were forced to vote 
and that you voted because of fear of punishment if  you d idnft can 
be used to support your statement.

If you voted because you were notified or heard that General 
MacArthur or SCAP or the U.3# or Allied military offic ers had 
ordered all residents in Japan to vote and you belie ved and feared 
that if you didnft vote that you would be punished for  violating 
military ¿refers your voting was involuntary. (The Sta te Department 
also may take the view that voting in Japan while it was occupied 
by the Allied Powers did not constitute voting in a  Apolitical 
election” in a nforeign state".} If you voted because  Japanese 
municipal officers notified you and you believed an d feared that 
you as a resident must vote or be punished under Japan ese law or 
by order of the Occupation authorities, your voting  was involuntary. 
If you voted because you were notified by the Occupa tion authorities, 
or by Japanese civil authorities or by Japanese nei ghbors that you 
would be deprived of a ration card if you didn't vo te and you be�
lieved and feared you would be deprived of a ration  card and might 
starve if you didn't vote your voting was involuntary . If you were 
notified to vote and you voted because of other fea rs of what would 
be done to you or what would happen to you if you fai led or refused 
to vote your voting was involuntary#

If you already have applied to a U.S# Consul in Japan  for a 
U.S. passport or you are about to do so it will be necessary for 
you to make a complete statement to the Consul, unde r oath, revealing 
the reasons why you were compelled to vote# In that s tatement you 
must explain the fears that drove you to vote in ord er to prove to 
the Consul that you were under threats or mental pr essure to vote



- �*

and that your  vot ing  was  Involuntary because it was  caused by your  
fear  of some fo r® of  punishment  be ing in f l ic ted upo n you i f  you  
d i d n ’t vote, such as pun ishment  by the Occupat ion  m i l i ta ry  au thor i �
ties, or by the «Japanese pol ice o r  o ther  civi l  aut hor i t ies,  or by  
the loss o f  some right such m  being depr ived of a ra t ion card#

fou  must  keep a wr i t ten  copy o f  any statement you  m ake  or  
have made to the U.b. Consu l  which expla ins  the rea sons  why you  
voted  and you should send a copy of  it to me#

If the y# S# Consul  and the State Depar tment  can be c onv inced  
by your own statement, under  oath, suppor ted if pos sible by af f idavi ts  
of other  persons acquainted with the facts, that yo u voted because of  
your  fear  o f  punishment  in some form f rom the Occup at ion author i t ies  
or  f rom the Japanese author i t ies  or  your  fear  of th e loss o f  a rat ion  
card the State Department  should ho ld  that you d id  not lose your  t.S.  
c i t izenship and should issue a CJ#S. passpor t  to you . (If the State  
Department  denies you a 11*3* rasa port sn app l ica t ion thereaf ter  can  
be made for a Cer t i f i ca te  of  Ident i ty to  enable you  to re tu rn  to the  
ill's* to have a b*S# Distr ic t  Cour t  decide whether  or  not you lost  
your  c i t i zensh ip  fey vot ing in J a p a n . )

1 would thank you to let  me know by re tu rn  mai l  whe ther  you  
have appl ied for  a u#S* passport  and, i f  so, what  d ecis ion the Consul  

has made on it#

WMC i SS
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AFFIDAVIT OF YAEKO TOKUDA

A
I iaeko Tokud^r, nee hoshino, rajMlWHi p resent ly  l iv ing  at

1123 Zoshigaya, 6-chome, Toshima-Ku, Tokyo, Janan, was born

at Tacoma, Washington, U.S.A. on February  3, 1915«

When I w a s  three years of  age my  oarents  took me to  Japan

wi th  them for a visit. T h e y  hae p lanned to return t o the Uni ted

States but rema ined in Japan a n d , «u i  in eonsequen ee, I had
On Apr i l  4, 1934,

to s tay there w i t h . them. I w a s  mar r ied  to Kozu Tokuda

who was a Japanese nat ional

at Saipan. M y  husband worked at Kota Is land near Sa ioan.

£>

My mother  and father are dead. My  husband, ibi— u m I  

three mino r  chi Idren and T  were in Saipan when Japan started  

the war  on D e c « 7, 1941• T h e r e  w a s  no w a y  for m e  to leave  

Saipan or get . out of . the jur isd ic t ion of the Japanese government.

I was dependent  upon m y  husband and so were our thr ee small  

children. F ina l ly  we were a M M f i  sent to Japan prope r  and  

l ived in Tokyo. M y  husband passed a w a y  in Tokyo on Dec, 21, 1950.  

I had no money  and had four  chi ldren to support and  there was  

no way for me to leave Japan and go to the Un ited S tates. I was  

stranded.

_ In 1954 I app l ied to . the U.S. ih m  liiin i Embassy . in Tokyo,

Japan, in^-1954, for a U.S. mHtoPMn passpor t  but it  was denied  

because of m y  hav ing ¿bftia vo£ed &  twice in Janane g? elect ions

in 1952 jfac. I did not know

that such vo ty ig  w o u l d ^ ffect ynyrU.g,. c i t izenship. That vot ing

that

- ~r - ^ : -----  -.. feet  mvjU.S,. citizensjii]

Fait
waTs^cowl p ul sorys The.Tosnima yakuba* in formed me  

I had to vo te^  that  i t  was  compulsory and th^t o n l y  those  

res idents  who were il l  and cou ldn ’t go and vote were  exeuaed.  

Those orders were issued by the e lect ion of f ic ia ls  and the ward  

of f ic ia ls  re layed the orders to us to vote and a lso  I

received ib mia igmfflffewgffSHhx two pr in ted not ices to appear  and  

vote. I was told and bel ieved that  a fa i lure to vot e on my part



t l

or a fine
would resul t  in pun ishment /as  i t w o u l d be v io la t ing  t he law

and also that it wou ld  cost me my r ight  to J f a & e nt ia l  ra t ions

such a s, r i c e , flour, oil, fish, etc., and as we we re st i l l  on

O k  ________________________ :--- - -- --- ----------
rat ions^and those rat ions were essent ia l  to susta in  me and

Subs cribed and  

19537

Yaeko Tokuda, nee Hoshino

aworn to before  me this ____  day of

_____

■m wtmm





WAYNE M. COLLINS
A T T O R N E Y  AT LAW

M IL L S  T O W E R ,  2 2 0  B U S H  S T R E E T  

SAN  F R A N C I S C O  4 .  C A L IF O R N IA

T e l e p h o n e  Ga r f i e l d  1 * 5 6 2 7

July 25, 1958

Mrs. Yaeko Tokuda  
1128 Zoshigaya, 6-chome  
Toshima-ku, Tokyo, Japan

Dear Mrs. Tokuda:

Enclosed find a proposed af f idavi t  wh ich I have pre pared for  
you from the mater ia l  and quest ionnaire that you se nt to me. I  
would thank you to read the af f idavi t  and if there are any errors  
contained therein I would thank you to let me know what those errors  
are immediate ly  by airmai l  and I wil l prepare a new  aff idavi t  for you.

However, if the af f idav i t  contains a true and corre ct  statement  
of the facts, I would thank you to take it to the n earest  U.S. Consul  
and there sign it in the presence of the U.S. Consu l and swear to it  
and have the Consul sign the same and a t tach his se al. Thereupon  
you should re turn it to me and I wil l  forward it to  the Passport  
Review Board in Washington, D . C . , a long w i th  an app eal and br ief  on  
appeal f rom the C o n s u l rs previous denial to you of a U.S. passport  
and his issuance to you of a cer t i f icate of loss of  U.S. national i ty.

Inasmuch as the U.S. Consul and the State Depar tmen t  or ig ina l ly  
refused to issue you a U.S. passport  because you ha d voted in e l e c �
t ions in 1952, it would be necessary  to convince th em that if you  
did not par t ic ipate in the v o t i n g ’in 1952 that you would have been  
subject to some form of punishment  or that you woul d have been deprived  
of some r ight such as the r ight to rat ions which wo uld jeopardize your  
safety.

The U.S. Consul and the State Depar tment  have the v iew that  
there were ample food suppl ies in Japan in 1952 and  that the p o p u �
lat ion no longer had to have ra t ion cards and were not on rations.  
Therefore, I would thank you to inform me by return  let ter  whether  
you actua l ly  had a ra t ion card for yoursel f  andgals o rat ion cards  
for your chi ldren in ����. I would thank you also to inform me  
whether  or not you received rat ions on your ra t ion card in 1952 up  
to and af ter  the t ime you voted. I would thank you also to inform  
me whether  or not your chi ldren received rat ions on  their ra t ion  
cards in ���� up to and after  the time you voted. I would also  
thank you to inform me of the name of any person or  persons who in  
1952 on or about the time that you voted in that e l ec t ion told you  
that if you did not vote that you would be punished  or be depr ived  
of your ra t ion card or lose your ra t ions or the rat ions of your  
children. I am enc los ing a Japan airmai l  le t ter  bea r ing the above  
quest ions which I would thank you to answer jftnd s end to me promptly.

Very  tnuly yours,

WMC: f  d 
Enc&

i



Mrs. Yaeko T o k u d a :

1. Did you have a rat ion card for yoursel f  in 1952? ________

2. Did you have a ra t ion  card for your ch i ld ren in

1952?___________

3. Did you receive rat ions on your ra t ion card in 1 952 up
to and af ter  the time you voted?^ ___________

4. Did your ch i ld ren receive rat ions on their  ra t io n cards
up to and af ter  the time you voted? __________ _

5. Did any person or persons in 1952 at the time or  about
the time that you voted tell you that if you did no t
vote that you would be pun ished? ____________ __  If so,
p lease state their  names and addresses^ ______________ . ...

6. Did any person or persons in 1952 at the time or  about  
the time that you voted tell you that if you did no t  
vote that you would be depr ived of your ra t ion card  
or lose your rat ions or the rat ions of your chi ldre n?

If so, p lease state their  names and addresses

(JAPAN AIRLETTER ENCLOSED WITH LETTER TO MRS. TOKUD A, 7/25/58)



AFFIDAVIT OF YAEKO TOKUDA

I, Y a e k o *T o k u d a , nee Hoshino, p resent ly  l i v ing at 11 28 Zoshigaya,  
6-chome, Toshima-ku, Tokyo, Japan, was born at Taco ma, Washington,
U.S.A. on February  8, 1915.

When I was three years of age my parents took me to  Japan wi th  
them for a visit. They had p lanned to re tu rn  to the Uni ted States  
but remained in Japan and, in  consequence, I had to  stay there wi th  
them. On Apri l  4, 1934, I was marr ied to Kozu Tokuda  who was a  
Japanese nat ional  at Saipan. My husband worked at K ota Island near  
Saipan. My mother  and father  are dead. My husband, three minor  
ch i ldren and I were in Sa ipan when Japan started th e war on December  
7, 1941. There was no way for me to leave Saipan or get out of the  
ju r isd ic t ion  of the Japanese government.  I was depe ndent  upon my  
husband and so were our three small  chi ldren. F ina l ly  we were sent  
to Japan proper  and l ived in Tokyo. My husband pass ed away In Tokyo  
on December 21, 1950. I had no money and had four c h i ld ren to sup�
port  and there was no way for me to leave Japan and  go to the Uni ted  
States. I was stranded.

In 1954 I appl ied to the U.S. Embassy In Tokyo, Japa n, for a  
U.S. passpor t  but it was denied because of my hav in g  voted twice in  
Japanese e lect ions in 1952. I did not know that such  vot ing would  
af fect  my U.S. ci t izenship. That vot ing was compuls ory  for Japanese  
ci t izens and dual ci t izens. The Toshima yakuba had in formed me that  
I had to vote as I was considered a c i t izen because of my dual c i t i �
zensh ip  and that it was compulsory  and that only th ose res idents  who  
were ill and couldn*t  go and vote were excused. Tho se orders were  
issued by the e lec t ion  of f ic ia ls  and the ward of f ic ia ls  re layed the  
orders to us to vote and also I rece ived two pr in te d not ices to  
appear  and vote. I was told and bel ieved that a fa i l ure to vote on  
my part  would resul t  in  punishment  or a f ine as it w ou ld  be v io la t ing  
the law and also that it would cost me my r ight  to essent ia l  rat ions  
such as rice, flour, oil, fish, etc., and as we wer e st i l l  on rat ions  
in  1952 and those rat ions were essent ia l  to susta in  me and ray ch i ldren  
I did not dare refuse to vote and be punished or f i ned and lose my  
r ight  to rations.

Yaeko T o k u d a , nee Hoshino

Subscr ibed and sworn to before me this _______ day of

1958.

»



AFFIDAVIT OF YAEKO TOKUDA

I, Yaeko T o k u d a , nee Hoshino, present ly  l i v ing at 11 28 2oshigaya,  
6-chome, Toshima-ku. Tokyo, Japan, was born at Taco ma, Washington,
U.S.A. on  February  8, 1915*

When I was three years of age my parents  took me to  Japan wi th  
them for a visit. They  had p lanned to re tu rn  to the  Uni ted States  
but remained in Japan and, in consequence, I had to  stay there w i th  
them. On Apri l  4, 1934, I was marr ied to Kozu Tokuda who was a  
Japanese nat ional  at Saipan. My husband worked at K ota Island near  
Saipan. My  mother  and father  are dead. My husband, three minor  
ch i ld ren  and I were in Sa ipan when  Japan star ted th e war  on December  
7* 1941. There was no way  for me to leave Saipan or get out of the  
j u r i sd ic t ion  of the Japanese government.  I was depen dent  upon my  
husband and so were our three small chi ldren. F ina l l y  we were sent  
to Japan proper  and l ived in Tokyo. My husband pass ed away in Tokyo  
on December  21, 1950. I had no money and had four c h i ld ren to  
support  and there was no way  for me to leave Japan and go to the  
Uni ted States. I was stranded.

In 1954 I appl ied to the U.S. Embassy  in Tokyo, Japa n, for a  
U.S. passport  but it was denied because of my hav in g  voted twice in  
Japanese e lect ions in 1952. I did not know that such  vot ing would  
af fect  my U.S. ci t izenship.  That  vo t ing was compuls ory  for Japanese  
c i t izens and dual ci t izens. The Toshima yakuba had in formed me that  
I had to vote as I was considered a c i t i zen  because of my dual c i t i �
zenship and that it was compulsory and that only th ose residents  who  
were ill and couldn* t  go and vote were excused. Tho se orders were  
Issued by the e lec t ion  of f ic ia ls  and the ward of f ic ia ls  re layed the  
orders to us to vote and a lso I received two pr in te d not ices to  
appear  and vote. I was told and bel ieved that a fai l ure to vote on  
my part  would resul t  in  punishment  or a fine as it w ould be v io la t ing  
the law and also that it would cost me my r ight  to essent ia l  rat ions  
such as rice, flour, oil, fish, etc., and as we wer e sti l l  on  rat ions  
in  ���� and those rat ions were essent ia l  to susta in  me and  ray chi ldren,  
I did not dare refuse to vote and be pun ished or f i ned and lose my  
r ight  to rations.

Yaeko Tokuda, nee Hoshino

Subscr ibed and sworn to before me this day of



AFFIDAVIT OF YAEKO TOKUDA
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\  I > Yaeko Tokuda, nee Hoshino, p resent ly  l iv ing at 1 128 Zoshigaya,  
6-chpme, Toshima-ku, Tokyo, japan, was born at Taco ma, Washington,
U.S.A. on February  8, 1915.

When I was three years of age my parents took me to  Japan wi th  
them for a visit. They had p lanned to re turn  to the  Uni ted States  
but remained in Japan and, in consequence, I had to  stay there wi th  
them. On April 4, 1934, I was marr ied to Kozu Tokud a who was a  
Japanese nat ional  at Saipan. My husband worked at K ota Island near  
Saipan. My mother and father are dead. My husband, three minor  
chi ldren and I were in Saipan when Japan started th e war on December  
7> 19^1* There was no way for me to leave Saipan or  get out of the  
ju r isd ic t ion of tjhe Japanese government.  I was dep endent upon my  
husband and so were our three small children. F ina l ly  we were sent  
to Japan proper  and l ived in Tokyo. My husband pass ed away in Tokyo  
on December 21, 1950. I had no money and had four c hi ldren to su p �
port  and there was no way for me to leave Japan and  go to the Uni ted  
States. I was stranded.

In 195^ I appl ied to the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo, Jap an, for a  
U.S. passport  but it was denied because of my hav in g voted twice in  
Japanese elect ions in 1952. I did not know that suc h vot ing would  
affect my U.S. ci t izenship. That vot ing was compuls ory  for Japanese  
ci t izens and dual cit izens. The Toshima yakuba had informed me that  
I had to vote as I was considered a c i t izen because  of my dual c i t i �
zenship and that it was compulsory and that only th ose residents who  
were ill and c o u l d n ’t go and vote were excused. Tho se orders were  
issued by the e lect ion of f ic ia ls  and the ward of f ic ia ls  re layed the  
orders to us to vote and also I received two pr inte d not ices to  
appear  and vote. I was told and bel ieved that a fai lure to vote on  
my part  would result  in punishment  or a fine as it would be v io lat ing  
the law and also that it would cost me my r ight to essent ia l  rat ions  
such as rice, flour, oil, fish, etc., and as we wer e sti l l  on rat ions  
in 1952 and those rat ions were essent ia l  to susta in  me and my children,  
I did not dare refuse to vote and be punished or f i ned and lose my  
r ight  to rations.

Yaeko Tokuda, nee Hoshino

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ______ day of $
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October  11, ����

Mr. Haruo Tokuda
20554 Fremont  Road, Apt. #2
Sunnyvale,  Cal i forn ia

Dear  Mr. Tokuda:

You wrote  me some t ime ago concern ing  the status of  your  
mother. For  your in fo rmat ion  I w ish  to in fo rm you th at your  
mother  engaged my serv ices and executed a promissor y  note in  wh ich  
she agreed to pay  me the sum of |<S;Q0^:00 i n  an  at tem pt  to recover  
her  c i t izenship.  Af ter  sending her a lengthy quest i onna i re  for  
her  to answer  and af ter  mak ing  p rov i s ion  to t rans la te cer ta in  
documents, I p repared for her  an  a f f idav i t  to execut e before a U.S.  
Consul  in  Japan. Had she done so at  that  t ime in  19 58, it is my  
op in ion that I wou ld  have preva i led and recovered h er  c i t izenship.  
Subsequent  thereto I rece ived a le t ter  f rom Hiromlc h i  Hoshino  
in forming  me that your  mother  was not  the least  bit  wor r ied about  
her  eventual  res idence in  the U.S. and request ing  m e not to go  
Minto any  fur ther  t rouble about  this m a t te r . ”

&  For  your  in fo rmat ion  I w ish  to in fo rm you, howeve r, that  
since the middle of i ��� the State Depar tment  and our Consu lar  
of f ic ia ls  have taken the v iew that under the prov is ions of Sect ion  
�	�(b) of the Immigra t ion  and Natu ra l i za t ion  Act  of 195 2 a person  
who has res ided in a country  for  a per iod of ten yea rs or  more  
before vot ing in a fore ign count ry  is barred f rom a sser t ing  that his  
vot ing was caused by duress. (That law creates a co nclus ive p r e �
sumpt ion  that a person  who has res ided abroad for  a per iod of  10  
years and then votes did not vote because of duress ).  Consequent ly,  
Inasmuch  as your mother  had res ided in  Japan  for a p er iod in  excess  
of  10  years p r io r  to the t ime that she voted in 195 2, the State  
Depar tment  would  refuse to recognize her  as a U.S. c i t i zen  and  
re fuse to issue her  a U.S. passport .  It is poss ib le  that  the  
l eg is la t ive  act passed by Congress  creat ing  a concl us ive presumpt ion  
u l t imate ly  may be held to be unconst i tu t ional  by th e U.S. Supreme  
Court  but unless and unt i l  it does the ru l ing  of  th e State Depa r t �
ment  would  stand and the State Depar tment  would ref use to recognize  
your mother 's  U.S. c i t i zensh ip  and to issue her  a p assport.

I w i sh  to d i rect  your a t ten t ion  to the fact that a m an named  
Anton io  Caf iero of Jersey  City, in  the la t ter  par t  of i ��� or in  
the ear ly  par t  of  ����, commenced a law suit  aga inst  the U.S.  
Immigra t ion  Serv ice in  a n  a t tempt  to have that p rov i s ion  of  the law  
declared to be unconst i tu t ional .  It p robab ly  w i l l  t ake two or  three



Mr. Haruo Tokuda - 2- October  11, ����

years for that case to reach the U.S. Supreme Cour t  for a dec is ion  
on the legal quest ion  Involved* Even i f  that  law u l t imate ly  Is  
ru led to be unconst i tu t iona l  * the Immigra t ion  Serv ice and the  
State Depar tment  st i l l  wou ld  asser t  as aga ins t  your  mother  that  
her  vot ing in  1952 was not  caused by duress because  the U*S*
Consul  and the State Depar tment  take the v iew that there were  
ample food suppl ies in Japan In  1952 and that the p opu la t ion  no  
longer  were requi red to have ra t ion  cards and were not on  r a t i o n ^

I am enc los ing  herewith* in  l ieu of the a f f idav i t  w h i ch  I  
prepared for her  in ���� , a new af f idav i t  wh ich  is prec ise ly  the  
or iginal  I had prepared for her  in 1958 w i th  the ex cep t ion  of  the  
fact that the:year  ���� is inser ted in the new form. There is a
remote poss ib i l i t y  that  i f  your  mother  wi l l  take th e af f idav i t
and s ign and swear to it at  the of f ice of the U.S. Consul, that
the U.S. Consul  in Tokyo  or the of f ic ia l  in  the U.S . Embassy  there
conce ivab ly  might  make a favorable ru l ing  on her  beh alf. In  
consequence I suggest that  you send the enc losed af f idav i t  to your  
mother  and instruct  her  to execute it before a U.S.  Consul  in  
Japan or  an  of f ic ia l  at  the U.S. Embassy  in Tokyo a nd see what  
ru l ing  they make thereon.

In the event  that an  unfavorable ru l ing  is made by the U.S.  
Consul  or  Embassy in  Tokyo, I w ish to in form you th at you, as wel l  
as your  brothers and  s is ters who are  U.S. c i t izens,  may app ly  to  
the nearest  U.S. Immigra t ion  Off ice in the U.S. to have your  mother  
ente r  the U.S. as an a l ien  for permanent  res idence purposes and she  
wil l  be ent i t led  to a preference on the quota l ist. You can  make  
such a n  app l i ca t ion  for  y o u r  mother  at the U.S. Imm igrat ion Off ice  
at ��� Sansome Street  in San  Francisco.

If your mother  re turns to the U.S. as an a l i en  lawf u l l y  
admi t ted  for  permanent  res idence purposes she wi l l  become el ig ib le  
to  be na tura l i zed  as a U.S. c i t i zen  five (5) years a f ter  a lawful  
ent ry  into the U.S.

Very  t ru ly  yours,

WMCsss
Enc.


