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Dear Lily & Folks,

i *rigves me to report that the newly born babe has {
h | passed away,’ 12 hours after birth. The whole house is in J
gloon and we are only left with the brief memory of a tiny sweet J
' baby with fine features,a broad chest and a strong voice. We were
shocked. Kwok Hing was overeome with grief.

Earlier in the day Kwok Hing brougat me the happy NERS

{ of the birth of a som. He was most happy and proudly said, "Now, at \

; long last] have arrived. I have fulfilled my ambition. I have suc-
cessfully discharged my duty to the family." Jubilantly he went abou’o
his work with zest. We were all in a happy mood.

Later in the evening,Hing,an tirely changed man came to me with the
- sad news from the hospital. In total dejeetion, with head bowed and
arms hanging limply on the side,he chokingly said, "We have failed to
keep the baby." All at once without ceremony,we both embraced each
other in a huddle for a long time sobbing over our shoulders. Murgur-

. bmigx incoherentX To each other,we could not hold back our tears. ‘

(S - - The fapily is in deep sorrow, Kowk Hing is sadly and J
bltterly disappointed,an entirely a different man,silent and morodse.
Being constantly in his company,it is up to me to do all I can to
console him and comfort him. I have advised him to bear this tragic

' misfortune with fortitude. I have advised him to be brave and be of
hope and have faith in the future.

I have suggested that he should take a vacation in the
States for a change of enviromment and atmosphere. He could leave
the factory business in my care during his absence. The factory
management is simple and I am eonfident of being able to take care

. of it with very little difficulty. With the help of a couple of key

" men to attend to details,it is not a hard problem at all. Thuggh
lacking in business sense, I pride myself of not being senseless
in other ways,for I am mentally sound and alert. And I am physidally
fit too.%e% Wikl bt pnfe o Py

Mxvetedeny Meanwhile, in his present hour of sorryow, I
would like you to write Hing comforting letters of mimmm consoldhgon,
cheerful letters to bolster his low spirits and uplift his morale.
Tell him not to despair and get discouraged. Tell him to acecept
Fate with philosophiecal fortiﬂtude. Tell him to befjhope and:have

- Faith in the future.

Both Yuk Yee and Sum Yee are doing fine in/America.
Yuk is in college in Maine and Sum will graduate from High School\\'

. next S aunmer§:*K§§ spent Christmas in Toronto together,each g3
there separately from different directions. Their cousins of the -
Wong family recently came to Canada to study and there all the wﬁ:g
cousins convergedin Toronto for the Christmas holidays. It must have}
been a most remarkable and enjoyable reuniom for all the*Sousins !
who have been separated from each other since their childhood days {
in Hong Kong. I admire the pluckiness of these teenage girls who ;

|
i

*xx had to trevell long distances from separate directioms each by
herself all alone,

Kwok Hing told me of the long distance telephone
call from Frank,last night. I @m sorry I was asleep at the time
and missed the pleasure of exchangrlng a few words over the phone,

}
N
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'P.S. For future convenience, our registered cable address is ~
as followss—-
" LICAN" Arima , (via Port-of-Spain)
&
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Waller Field, Arima.
Feb. 11th,1972.

Dear Mabel & Ed.

Lily and Charlie are with us now. They arrived

last Monday evening. They seem to like this plaee tremendously

H
3

They are in constant conversation with Kwok Hing probably co0k~

a3 WY

ing some business ideas adong them. I am not much interested. |

The enhtusiasm that I had before coming here has downgraded to

o 'bq..&g"‘u,ﬂ,av\ i

a low ebb, Still uppermost in my mind is the shimm idea of ret

ing to Hong Kong,going back to the kind of life that we have /

been used to. We thre%,are nothing more than lepers,being (

disintegrated by d&solation. Contrarily,Lily and Charliikwil¢

bring back to you folkd grandiose schemes for development of

selected enterprises, g

I want to thank you for sending me the Chinese

poetry books which I appreciate very much. I am learning some
| @
valuable points on verse writing which is&faseinating pastime |

to while away my @dle hours, I also want to thank you for
the birthday gzift you sent Ka So. King Seng and I also want to
thank you for our shares, Ka So also received similar gifts T
from Louise. Please telephone her our thanks. I will write her
separately later on.
Kwok Hing is doing quite well in his business. Be

B?sides canning ﬁhich is his bsuiness mainstay, ﬂe has mxkalskxs
established promising connections for export of local produets,
as a sideline. He has taken Charlie to ecountry towns eclleet-
ing ginger from the farmers for export. They have amas#ed L
tons and are waiting for more to make up a sizable shipment

to Burope. Kwok Hing hopes to ship 100 tons during the year
and expanding it to something like a 1000 tons per yearg in
tine’to come., When onee this sideline is developed,this little
sideline could easily become a lucrative venture,

Overleaf are samples of mm a beginner's attempt

at verse writing. There are bound to be many laughable errors.;

el iy M“”""""‘"“‘*’“““""\/



They are not intended to be shown mm in publie, They are

only for your private amusement,
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5o received birthday gifts from Sue. Please thank her.am
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Wallerfield, Armaf
April 2lith,1972,

Dear label,

Thank you very much for Sendlng me the Chinese book on Poe

.Eagerly 3 thunbed through the pages and stndied its contents. I found
it to be the exact book that I wanted,—-an 1ntroauctory course of 1&-
structions for writing prose. 1 flnd the book interesting, simple and
?‘ enlight?ninz,.I have rqceiye@'many books on the subject. Some of them
;' are too far advanced for a learner like me to comprehendsven the basi

stcps that should be taken in verse writing,not Lo speak of the fines

of the art, This reminds ne Iﬁmust thank Mrs. ¥ ungé’};kg’\.for her - 1
5\
APl Y, "“**h"-“c‘:\_v':f R P m--ﬁu e E "’g» .._,ﬁk for(
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a novice to tackle,but I am keeping it for it reference. Please i
[

Fé

give her my thanks and appreciation,

We are all well. Sound in mind and body,but bitter in £
Vthoughts.nl 8ad experiences during the past year will continue to |
haunt me Wherever I go,-—be it Hong Kong, Taiwan, Canton, New York
San Francisco or Trinidad, I have 1ost interest in many things and
am less enthusiastic about future prospeets. FPortunately I am keen ‘
at reading,It is the only pastime that I have left that provides me

with the greatest pleasure, I have even given up smoking,just to see

how long I can continue the boycott. I am also writing less and less -

to my friends and I am hearing less and less from them. Gradually
and steadily I am retiring,withdrawing myselr’into my shell, What
else could I do ? My eyes and ears are not whaﬂ they used to be.I L
can't hear or see very well, Wy jaws are deformed and my ton;uehis ;
damaged, I can't eat and chew my food properly and I can't speak |
distinctly. My memory is bad, I am losing sense of time and fail to
keep tab of the days of the week. What I need most is company,the

companionship of congenial friends speaking the same ianguage and |

having similarity of interests. I mean friends with common sense,
; |
intelligent and entertaining, serious or humorous,either educated

er.Uneducated, ;

Having disposed of the above frivolities,here I have a propo
¥

e AN e | e Lo B R Tt




I have a proposition tc introduce to you for your consideration
and consultation with interested parties,

Hewe %wgthink Lily,Charlie and Louise have met a native of our neigh
boring village namedkfi {/yﬂ ?%1 who owns and operates a well-establis
blished and paying b,(/‘a’,'él that doeg a daily business averaging $600,

i oHe is thinking of retirigdl by selling the entire business or a ik

‘ half interest. He and I had a talk and I urged him against giving

\Q up entirely. I sugsested cooperation with some close friends to

SN operate the business, ved he goes on vacation oft taking it easy.

¥ @ I suggested partnership with our family with one of yoursisters

W to manage it by turns. He thinks very highly of Louise and maidic:

%“ many times that she would ‘be more than capable of running the

| %wholc business, The location is good. The business is thriving and

RN profitable. The operation is simple and the work is not demanding.

_I think we could buy a half interest fidb $10,000 ($5,000 U.S.)
§ What do you think of it? Consult with the rest of the folks and
interested friends. It caters take-cut orders of as much as 500,
which means no extratiwerk for indo;r%ployees. I was shown dbm-
o |

: $ 2 UL o ot ; e Al e o dh Ll ;
order consisting of onlydf W/é}ﬁ*h’ 7[%,}4,"% ﬂ(X, Wéf All the
dishes could be done by a 3rd rate eook, What you think?& =
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Waller Field, Arima,
June 17th,1973, ‘
Dear Mabel,

I have your kind letter of the llth for which many thanks.
I appreciate your deep concern for me and Ka So. First of all I
must allay your fears about us and correct whatever wrong impres- i
sion you may have about our abrupt return to Trinidad. I am pleased
to inform you that we are both well in every way. We have suffered
no outside pressure of any kind as to have interfered with our ‘
movements. Our sudden decision’ to return to Trinidad was because
of the inereasing unfavorable circumstances with which we had been
confronted. If an explanation is sought for the step we have taken,
I would say it was due to "economic pressure" for which only we |
ourselves were responsible. In view of our stringent condition,we |
consider it urgent to practise economy at once by foregoing all 1
pleasures and abandoning all travelling; by retreating to a place ‘
where the standard of living is the cheapest; by giving up all
social activities; by denying ourselves of all extraneous comfortsi
and luxuries. We'll have to' prepare ourselves for a life in seclu-|
sion and shun all public life. It is to be a juifishmiim dull and a ‘
hundrum 1life,but what else could we do in view of present circum-
stances?It is a bitter pill to swallow,to be sure. :
T could get adequate and immediate relief,if I were to \
raise the flag of distress and signal for help. But it is not my |\
nature to beg and ask for outside help and succor. I prefer to
suffer in silence and patiently wait for a favorable change of 1
fortune. I will begin my life in seclusion by practising to be
a Buddhist monk,indulging in daily meditation and devoting my time|
to reading. Then probably before long I might become a fit inmate 1{
ready to be taken to an insane asylum. ;
Three years ago I left H'Kong with high enthusiasm and |
dreams of great achievements,only to have been disillusioned
shortly upon arrival, Unpleasant eircumstances have threatened
serious disruption in family relationships. I have suffered ]
great pain and bitter disappointment. My dreams have been
shattered and I am now left with no alternmative but to repair
as much of the damage as has been done and let time do the
healing of all wounds. As if the above were not sufficiently
distressing, the unbecoming behaviour of the younger generation
is another source of grave concern. :
I am afraid what I have written in the foregoing is
not of pleasant reading. So,here goes 2 few items of less |
serious nature. s
Yesterday was my red-letter day. I received a number/
of letters from S.F. Canada,Taiwan and Hong Kong. I have set asi!
next week to answer all of them. It is Father's Day and I must \
thank you for your gift check  which came So timely and served
me so conveniently. Kwok Hing also presented me with an uphols- {
tered reclining chair that has 3 adjustable positions for comfort-
able reading.l greatly appreciated it,particularly here in Trini- |
dad where I find rcading is the only available employment that is )
open for me. :
Oi-ling's eldest daughter Elaine is to graduate from High School }
on the 19th. She has enrolled at the U. of California. Before §
coming out West she is to have her summer vaecation visiting her {
uncle Frank's family in Italy. I have written her that Sherman and
Sussane will be in Paris by the 2lth. I hope these young people Wt
will have an opportunity of seeing each other, {
Louise has sent me a few coldr pictures that were taken in go-Joi
house. Of these pictures I like best the group pictures showing W
6 brothers and sisters together. The one showing me and you 3 s;#
sisters is the best of all. These group pictures have souvenir |
value. Please tell Louise to have half a dozen reprints made

of them for me, : )
P g [ Py d best wishes
T clos~ with love and be Rrothe.W; ,
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Waller Field, Arima
Dear Gloria. : ‘ Nov, 21st,1973. ;

Last Sunday the 18th I had my birthday party,--my 8lst. It was a big
party and supfirbly planned and managed by Kwok Hing. The dinner was attended by
guests that filled the 1l tables to overflowing capacity. It was a happy occasion.
We had a strike among workers in the postal service. I didn't receive a
single piece of mail from anyone anywhere for nearly 3 weeks. The srike is over
now and the mail started to move é couple of days ago. I received a big bundle of
accumulated mail matter.There were letters,printed ‘mattef and birthday cards aplenty.
I want to thank you for your splendid DESIDERATA card, In my solitude I appreciate
the stimulating and encouraging théu,ghts that it contains. It helps to dispell
gloomy thoughts that oftentimes come over me. I should like to have a few extra
copies of this card to send my friends. If available please get them and forward
them to me by ordinary mail, Now with the a‘f:umxlated correspodence and letters
coming in a continuous stream, I am going to have quite a time to clear them and
keep my correspondence up to date. As soon as that's done, Yuke ¥ce and Sun Yee
wll be home for the Chirstmas holidays. That will keep my time fully occupied for
the year. My study of Chinese and practice in Chinese brushwork will have to suffer

for the duration.

I hope you and your parents are all keeping well, Please do write

and keep me informed of how you all are getting along. With all best wisl;es,
Yours ever lovingly,.

uale




waller Field, Arima,
Nov. 23rd,1973.

Dear Mabel & Ed.

At long last the postal workers strike has ended and mail delivery has
resumed. Having not had a letter from anyone anywhere for nearly 3 weeks, I was happy
today to receive a stream of mail matter coming into my hands. This resumption of mail
service must have been well timed for my benefit. Besides letters,periodicals and magasine
I received a big collection of congratulatory birthday cards for my 81lst birthday, which
was celebrated only a couple of days previously. According to Chinese tradition,the 81st
birthday is a bi;g occasion for celebration with pomp and ceremony,as circumstances
permit. My birthday was celebrated with a dinner party at a delightful restaurant, Beixig
a newcomer here, the dinner was attended only by new made friends and many relatives
whom I had not met before. There were 15 tables all fully filled and overflowing with
guests who came to offer congratulations and best wishes. An atmosphere of old Chinese
tradition was in evidenc‘ﬁfgtmﬂhe decoration of) the wall with an image of"Iongevity God'/

and panels of .. Chinese couplets with words appropriate for the occasion. The text was

simple in cmpositi:n:-i& 7&%‘%‘4’23&& VH;% 1 %&%\ &%‘t 9 g %E ﬁ%ﬁ.ﬂ Eﬁ

It would have been Agrander celebration if all the folks of both the Bayside and Norwalk

families were present in full force. At the dinner I was called upon to make a speech
which I did. I began my speech with -an_introductory remark: in these words:- "The aged
talk of the past. The young talk of the future. Since I am no longer young I can't speak
for the youth. Since I do not claim to be old,though advanced in age, I am not well
qualified to speak oitl\dp\;.’st. The past is gone and could not be seen. The future has not
appeared and could not be Mctad The accuracy of claims and allegations of the Past
and the Future are open to exaggeration,smst falsehood and extravagant promises. The old
could claim credits for superhuman achieveignthszgzs:ﬁe young could promise magical
wonders in the future. Not being inc position %6 talk of the future and the past, I shall
confine myself to talk about the Present or Realities{.

Having made these introdﬁctory remarks, I then went on to give an explanation

of my coming to Trinidad which was influenced by Trinidad friends. First with my old
e
friendg Mr.,\!‘oon, we had business dealings in the importation of Trinidad asphalt to

Canton. Then from Mr. Eugene Chen our Chinese Foreign Minister,a native born Trinidadan,




I learned more about Trinidad amd its potentials. The accounts and opinions given me by

these friends aroused my interest in Trinidad and turned my thoughts in this direction.

It wasn't much of a speech,but it was well received because of the interesting;’ information
about my business connections and close association with Ur. Chen who was bc_n:nnhere. It
was an oversight of mine not to have invited the gathering to my next Big Birthday whqﬁ
I reach the age of 91, As a whole the birthday party wasa success. In fact it was the
best that I have ever had. Credit must be given to Kwok Hing who had superbably made all
the arrangements.

In the next few days I shall be busy with attending to clea;"ﬂl accumula ted
correspondence. After that I shall have leisure to continue my attempts at Chinese trans-
lations-~that is translating interesting Chinese prose into readable English. In searching
for materials,I confine myself to selecting thoge that are simple and of humorous nature,
The following are a few examples which I think will interest you.. £

"Any vagrant with money could become "Chairman", -ﬁ }ﬁ‘ i ’t T ;
‘A phoenix in distress looks less noble than a fowl" ;’% ﬁ?@)@)’é& X~ 40 iébg

"A blow drew forth flames of anger, : S, }‘\4’ T % EE'J\
look with clatt teetch".

Bystanders looked on clattering tee Zj’ @ %ﬁ"ﬁ/ % $Z

"Lingering here I calmly sit,

5% Mﬁ%
Each passing day seems twice as long. - %. a
If I lived three score years and ten, )C gr
Hundred forty would be my age". /2%2 'V

N &

"T8s said when time for haircut is due, o
Hardly a man leaves his hair untrimmed. e

Barbers who trim the hair of others, #

Are themselves in turn by others trimmed! ? '

-

Note:- The following is the text of the Chinese couplet onathe panels that decorated the wall
in the center of the dining room at my birthday dinner, The text is simple in composi~-

tion and lacks the elegance of excellence in:a literary sense,but quite appropriate to

the occasions (I dare not criticise it too much)
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Waller Field, Arima,|
Nov. 23rd,1973.

Dear Mabel & Ed.
Aren't you surprised to hear from me so soon again?
You'll have to thank my absent-mindedness for this pleasure. The
principal message I wanted to convey in my preceding iziggr was‘
to thank you for the nice birthday card you sent me and also fo@
the clever #99 check which was such a surprise. Everyone enjoye&}
the cleverness of the figure and suggested extending it to 999995
Instead,I converted it into TEN eguals of 9.9 each in red paper }
envelopes &s:'"good luck" gifts for distribution. In my last ;_}
letter I was carried away in giving you full account of the
birthday party and forgot about to thank you and express my
appreciation of your kind thaughts. Smy After having posted
ny letter I was aware of my absent-mindedness. So, I hasten

to remedy the mistake I have made. Surely,old age is creeping or \\~
me. o
For a similar reason, I forgot to mention what I lzni(

wanted to say in my letter to Gloria. I meant to tell her of

my loneliness here. With not a single old friend within call,

I yearn for companionship. I wanted to explain to Gloria that

although I have no companions present, I do not lack company. [
\
Isn't it a paradox? Yes, I have plenty of company. I have |

|

flies about me in the day time and mosquitoes at night. Iﬂmﬁﬁgz

|

evening,the air is filled with the croaking of frogs and toad;:ﬂ

Then there are always moths,wasps and numerous kinds of bugs ané
insects,bees and ants. There are lizzards of various sizes,and !
sometimes, a few grass snakes would come to call and pay me i
respects. Oh,I have plenty of company,but it's undesirable
company. What I want is companionship of congenial friends.
Bye,bye and good lucke I close with all best wishes. |

ngingly.
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Waller Field, Arima,
Nov. 28th,197L.

Dear Mabel & Ed.

I see Gloria is home from the East. I suppose she will stay over for
Christmas and until Joe and Gloria's new baby has arrived. It is good news on this
Thanksgiving Day. I have received word that both Yuk Yee from Maine and Sum Yee from

Syracuse,N.Y, will be either in Norwalk or Bayside for Thanksgiving. We here expect

Gona.
them to come home for Christmas,since they have lc:?k ?or so long. Ka So's brother,Suen

Chong and his son who have been here nearly 8 months will be surprised to see how
the two girls have grown. Together we will have a reunion dimly reminiscent of old
times in Hong Kong. Suen Chong and son are of great help and they have initiative
in doing things. When off duty or when work is lagging, they will turn their attention
separately towards doing other other jobs in the factory. The factoxycontinués to operate
if not on our main product,it is on something else, m-ﬁxe non arrival 6f beans ,/\
factory undertakes a contract of doing canniré;: thiid party.The sideline project of
manufacturing Chinese sauce (ZEY0) is developing very satisfactorily. In addition to
their regular wor TJ};.:V have been devoting momm their spare timeé to processing this
sideline. Gratifying results are in evidence., Wechave processed about 4O huge plastics
containers,each holding about LOO pounds of sauce., The first batch has "ripened" or
"matured" and ready for sale, I have tasted a sample of it and found it far superior @\ ﬁb)
than what is now sold on the general markct,beth in quality and aroma, What we have
nade is merely a test in processing. We are enouraged by the excellent results. We
shpuld concentrate or efforts in promoting this sideline which is more attractive
according to all business calculations, I have high hopes in this sideline.

I think of Tim dearly. I have the pgreatest admiration for him. How is he
and how is Carol and their children? Has he been going somewhere on vacation? Tim is
a real top doctor, W"‘M—M "

How are the folks in San Francisco? Do you people get together much? How's
your luck at Lake Tahoe? I should suggest that Keno is the only game there that's

worth playing. Turn your back all the others, Best of luck to you all,

Ever lavinglyé A/ ‘-//




Waller Field, Arima,
Nov, 28'&3 197}_‘,.

Dear Gleria..l
Today in America is Thanksgiving Day. Come to think of it, I have

blessings too numerous to be thankful for. This sheet of paper is toe shor?'f o
itonise them in detail. Atothisimement I am thankful that the local postal strike
is over and that your letter has come through and reached me finally,for which I
am most thankful. For your information, your letter was dated the 26th Oct, posted
in Berkeley 29th Oct. stamped at the Arima Post Office on 25th Nov. and reached
my hangsn}dyay before yesterday, Morethan one whole month had elapsod which marked
the duration of the strikc. For one whole month I didn't receive a single letter
from anyone anywhoro.l Am T not thankful?that the strike has ended ?

Gloria,isn't there a motor car named "Rover"Z You should get one and
be its owner. You certainly have been "roving" around a bit first in one place
and then in another, It is hard te keep track of you. The space I have allotted
to you in my address beol; is smeared with too many alteratiena; New,I doen't even

is it going
know whether this letter will reach you in Berkeley or/to be forwarded to some
other address elsewhere. No matter where you roam it zeems you are always in em-
pPloymnet which means you are constantly earning your way. You have domonstratcd_
that the old adage :-"a rolling stone gathers no mess", is not necessarily true,
My granddaughters Hoong Yee and Hoong Wei afe now studying in Austria.
Recently they spent a few days in Budapest. They like the city and the nice people
there. My other granddaughters Yuk Yee and Sum Yee will be coming here for their
Christmas holidays, What I like about these grandchildren is that they are keenly
interested in learning Chinese spreferably Mandarin. This is another thing for Which
I am thankful and of which I am proud,
I think of Tim and his family constantly and similarly I think

of Sherman and his., In your roving if you happen to see anyone of them, please
e e o ot SV

i -

G SR i e Sl
extend them my bost wn.shos and deepest affection. T am glad to hear Joe's Gloria

i
\. r

is cxpoéting a new baby. Isn't this another item to be thankful for on this Thanks

giving Day? I am always anxious to hear from you. Lovinglye




+=237 faller Field,

, 8 31st December 1974
Dear CM /ﬂ}# l/ﬁ)(

e S o e S o o o S

Tomorrow is New Year Day 1975. It is customary for one to make New Year resoim-
tions. Resolutions are of good intentions,but they are so fragile and easily broken.
Like international dctent,international treaties, non-aggression pacts, truce agree-
ments etc. Though they are of good intentions ,their chief purpose is for temporary

accomodations ,politiéal expediency only to be broken at convenience. In order to be in

fashion,I too have made my New Year resolution. But,mine is unbreakable and will remain

% to the end of my life. I Resolve to Begin Smoking in 1975. At 82,I should

become of age to indulge in any worldly vices. In all truthfulness I can crow from houzse-
tops that I started smoking at the ripe old age of 82. I have érdered my grandchildren

to search for my old pipe;clean them with brandy and have them ready for ne to RESUME

my first smoke on New Year Day. For years past I have been yearning for smoke. After X
long periods of constant reading,my first thought on sach occasion was to have a smoke.r
But each time I reminded myself of my handicap that it was impossible to smoke with
toothless jaws. To overcome this difficulty I ha&e thought of many ways.One of them

was to attach a wire comtzapiénn onto the shoulder to ﬁpheld and support the pipe when
smoking. But such a device needs the ingenuity of an inventor or someone with the
training in engineering.Pending the completion of such a device,I shall have %o resort

~

to usd both hands each time I smoke.

The climate here may be healthful .The beaches may be alluring gih beauti
fully lined with waving palms,but life to me here is uninteresting;it is dull and asgs
sluggish. Happily living is simple and the cost of living is low. Aside of daily nec:ossi-
ties there are not many things worth purchasing or readily available on the markets .
Among the people,dress Jis simple,food is sufficient while other needs are few.There &
is very little entertainment,amisement or recreation. Like a hermit T seldon venﬁuro at
out. When I do go out,the post office is about the only place I visit. I go there for
stamps which are my biggest item of expenditure,my other sundry needs are limi‘(\:ed to

writing materials. Next time I go out,I'll have to add a tin of tobacco tbAmy list.

-~V

. life here is-net an. éﬁﬂ;t;)l,ou one; - Itw.»i.s.rtmof-‘ii‘eed--«aﬁdnahgl:wn is a.ssu;md’ m;,- but
’ I am only. leading. -a loaferts.lifeynon-creative-and non-productive, I feel myself
an outsider or like an excess piece of funiture pending te be disposed of by the junk
man. I realise that things are slipping away from me. It seems I am gradually lesing
ny grip on the world. At best I am but a precious piece of family heirloom like the
grandfat,he: clock stored up in the attic,only to be shown when company calls. These
are unpleasant thoughts,but what is more deplorable is the absence of friends. The

lack of companionship is the height of misery ...




Waller pield, Arima,
Jan,1lst,1975,

Dear Lily-and -Folks, -cowescm v sy chmma kst o

Happy New Year Everyone. All best wishes. Good Health,Geod Luck and Good Cheer.

Although I have nething to do, my mind is in a state of confusion being occupied
with scores of sundry matters that ai'e of no great impéftance. It has been that way
for the past two weeks during the Christmas season, I had to attend to every little
thing personally and single handed. Letter writing, selecting gx:ceting cards, hunt ng
up addressc';_",for mailing, checking omissions; all this work is A ime c:r:sfx-ming\m
even heart breaking,

We are all well here and I am happy to see Yuk Yee and Sum yee home for the

Christmas holidays. They are leaving for school in a day or se. My other grandchildren

are all well and it gladdens my heart to know that they are intensely interested in

m Chinese. With Suen Chong and his son here, Kwok Hing is relieved of work

pressure and has more leisure to attend tormajor business demands.

I have just sent a letter to my old friend Mr.Chen in Taiwan. I enclose a
copy of it for your perusal. Its contents will give you some idea of how I have been
faring here. K purposely made a copy of the letter to send you thus saving me th§
task of writing you an extra letter, The contents are of mutual interest to the rest
of the folks. T hope yoffrf)%g—s it along to each of thensiEEr=iciis,

I hope everything with you and th» other folks is 0.K. Please write when

you hay® tim..(ww. } e & 2o .) N M
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P@%S AREH J t-b_‘ SI\CPML.A 2 IW Waller Fiéld, Arima.,

Rebin, if & me afCond Jan, 10th,1975.

Dear Mabel & Ed.

~ KUNG HEE FAT CHOWY.

This greeting may be late for the New Year just past,but it is timely
for the Chinese New Year that is coming around the corner. Homaine,my youngest grand-
daughter barely two years old came tottering towards me w:Lth clasped hands and kept
ropeti.du;g Kung Hee Pak Choy Which sounded like ¥ @ ﬁ{' .She is cute and the way
she said the greeting words,was so comical that we all could not help laughing. Ka So
laughed till the tears came running down her cheeks, You would give good loud laughs
over if;if you were here. By the way,I wish you sisters would come and pay us a visi t.

I nmade a Nev} Year Resolution. I resolvedto smoke and had my first smoke

on New Year Day. Imagine a youngster like me starting to smoke at the tender age of 82.’
It was a joyous experience. How blissful! Actually it wasn't my first smoke. It was my
first smoke after L years of abstinence. I gave up smoking L years ago after surgery.
My abstinence was not because of doctor's order. Neither was it because of tobacco's
harnfulness. It was because of circumstance. lly surgery left me totally teoothless, a
deformed jaw, a twisted tongue and numbed lips the lower part of which is still insensi-
tive to touch. With all these handicaps, pipe smoking is next to impossibility. Vst,in
spite of all these drawbacks,I vamaidetermined to renun\kacquaintance with my long meg
neglected pipeyeven though I have to held it to my mouth with both hands. I have beam
s;rmking since Janusary 1st. Bach morning when I gat up,ons of the very first things I
do is to grab hold of my pipe.and smoke away. I feel happier. I csn concentrate on my
reading. My ms improved., Ka So says I am less cranky.

Liﬁe here continues to be with its normal calm, unexciting and uninterest-
ing. After the festive holidays, business is slow in picking up its pace. The cannirg
factory hs stopped running for some time and it is still at a standstill. Lack of raw
matericals and lack of can containers and the ta.r,idiness of business revival are semo‘
of the c,uses. Activities are less pressing and we are diverting our attention more

and more to other fields. Suen Chong and son have been running the tractors and cultiva-

tors over a large area of land. Kwok Hing has "plant.ed g large field of okra (pumbo)

inf;ended for export. He has started a nursery of rubber tree plants for buddinge.




Alreadykhas more than 500 plants staried in the nursery. These trees after budding
and transplanted will form quite a sizable rubber plantation. If successful and
ebcouraging enough,ambitious plans would be fermulated for extensive cultivation.
This will take time no doubt and we have to be patient. Meanwhile we will have to
rely on the smooth running of our canning business for survival,. .
Some time ago I sent Lily a letter addressed to you folks in the family.
The letter would have given you latest news of what had been getting on here. I hope
she has shown you the letter. I would like to have more news about you all. How are
things getting on with you ? I hope you both are keeping good health. How is business
getting on? I am greatly concerned about Louise and her family. She writes me once in
a while but her letters do not reveal much about how she is faring and family,except
a few comforting words. Now that Way has given up the noodle factory,what is he doing
.now? Is Stanway attending U.C? and staying home with her? Do Albert and family come
to visit the family often? Diana and Bob wrote me but did not mention how Leouise
wAs at home, My latest about (Gloria is that she has gone to Washington; and Joe's
Gloria has a new addition in the family. I suppose Sherman and Suzane are doing well
and their kids are about ready fro kindergarten. I haven't heard anything about Tim
and Carol for a long,long time. I hope they amd family are well. How is cousin Edwar
Lee?Is he still in Berkeley? I éiiwdg%*t heardfr@m him also for some time. From an ind rect
source I hear Charlie's big birthday party was a tremendous success. It was a big
party of about 100 people with tables and tables of mah-jong going on. There wasn't
enough room in Mon Kwong's new house to accemodate the players and Vivian's hgue
bedroom had te have some of the furniture removed to make room for mah-jong tables.
Please tell Frank I have received a nice Christmas card from Dennis and Elsa. I am
glad to hear Dennis is graduating from law scheol this coming May.

Well, I think I must stop writing now. My two fingers are about worn

after trying to rm’%er the typewriter for so leng. Besides|I have additional work te

do. I must clean my dear old pipe and have a good fresh smoke,
Ka So sends her love to all. With best wishes for the year,

Yours every lovingly.




Haller Pield, Arima.
October 25th,1976,

Dear Y, M. Lin and
HJW. Wong.

I wish to thank you for your cabled message of condolencos in my hour of
decpest grief and sorrow. I pppeciate your kind thoughts and comforting words of
sympathy. My dear and beloved wife passed away peacefully at the Cormunity Hospital
Port-of-Spain about mid-night of the 13th of October. She now rests in God's hands
free of suffering pains sfree of worldly carcs and worries. May God bless her.

My son Kwok Yin,my daughter Oi-lins and her husband Bill Tsai flew down
from New York to a;sist in making arrangemcnts for the funeral which took place on
the following Sunday the 17th. Church Service was held in the Anglican Church att ended
by fricnds and relatives sone of whom were fomerly Canton residents » and there were
a couple of familics from our own native villagcl in China. The service was simple,

but it was impressive in its Simplicity,

My late wife had an old case of chest trouble (T.B.) which was not too seri-

ous. After staying 2 months in the Chest Hospital,thc doctors were satisfied with
her improved condition anu alscnasgeu her for home treatment. She also had a bad
casc of diabctes that had weakened her Physically. At times .she had 1o be helped in
her valks. When we discovered her legs and stomach had become swollen,we decided to
send her to hospital again, Except for thesc ailments she was all right in cvery other
way. Her mind was clcar.,her appetite was good and her Specch was normal, On her way
to hospital,she was smoking a cigarctte., I told her that smoking was prohibited in
‘hospital. Smilingly, she tossed away the cigarctte stub as if to say this was her
last smokce And so it wasyl Who would have thought that after entering hospital,
only a few brief hours,we were informed she had passed away. I wasn't aware of the
sad news until carly the next norning when Kwok Hing told me the hospital had telee

phoned him of what had happencde It was so sudden. I was stunned spcechless,e




My beloved wife was a kind and gentle lady,soft spoken and pleasant. Friczn:lly%
courteous she was noted for her genial disposition,well liked and highly estecmed
by all who knew her. She had no quarrel with anyone and bore no malice towards

anybody. A lifc partner and confidante for 3 score years and more,shc and I travel-

cd together side by Sidc/ in finc weather or bad, Together we shared our joys and

SOrrows,our successes and railu?es. Together we suffered hardships and heavy losses
through the ravages of intermittent wars for more than half a century, Though we
had managed to cscape unscathed, we had lost all our worldly possessions. Being

‘a person tolerant and forbearing as she was, she nevevwhined nor whimiered over

our misfortunes. She accepged adverse circumstances philosophically with stoic
calmness. Together we had travelled A LONG #AY in life's journcy. On cach milestone
we had made our marks,--some were distinet and clear and intelligible; some were
vaguc and meaningless; a majority of them were foolish and ridiculous. Neverthe-
less, we had made some sort of a rccord for the puidance of our descendants. Now
my life-partner is gone and L am left to continue the rest of the Jjourncy alonc,
Without the benefit of her companionship I am counsciuos of a strangeness that is
weird and eerie. Each morning at breakfast § face her cmpty chair across the table.
I rcalise now the true meaning of tot,l emptiness,a VOID in onc's lifce. Total cnpti~
ness may be a doctrine of Buddhism,but we arc earthly pcopie and are concerned with
life's realities. Of what intercst is there in life,if iife 1s a VOID ? My daughter
suggested that I should take a trip elsewhere for a change of atmosphere and cnviion-
ment. I am not so inclined. I fecl wearicd ana tired «nd do neo ¢ .g¢ what is to
become of me. My chicf concern and intorest ic the well being of rny children and
their familics. It is :g[;r(,‘ut confort te know they erc deing well o Vy baloved wife

i )

was cxtremely prond of them and happy that all our grandechildren were progrcssing

in their education and clioven erro .rs




festerday ny windergarten grandiiuhicr  bLook out a vitanin pill from a

bottle and offercd it to me. Surprised,I asked her why, She at once replicd tersel,+

"Grandma's Orders", Evidently her Grandma had assigned her the duty of giving
me a vitamin pill cach day. It was characteristic of ny late wife to be so over-
concerned about my health. Emotionally touched, I gulped dovm the pill without a
mimite's hesitation. But, poinantly I could not help holding back 1y tecars.

This is getting to be too long a letter. T shall close now until my next
vwriting. I hope this will find you all in good hecalth. Again I muslthank you for
for your kind concern and deep sympathy in my bereavement,

Regards and best wishes to all friends,

~Sincerel K

J




Waller Field, Arima,
Dce. 13th,1976.

Dear Mabel & Ed.

- Today is my birthday. Your gift check arrived right on the dot. I thank
you very much with deep appreciation. I didn't know it was my birthday. I knew
it was somewhere around probably a few days hence. Not until Jemaine came over
with a cake made by her Mommy Yvonne and said Happy Birthday that I realised
the day. Curiously enough it was exactly 2 months to a day since Ka So passed

away on the 13th October, Ordinarily I seldom paid much attention to observing

wlo _
my birthday. Usually it was Ka So,\saw to it that a bowl of noodles was prepared

for me at breakfast and greeted me with a few chosen words of good fortune. My
birthday this year took on a strangely different atmosphere. Therc was no Ka So
present to greet me. There was no bowl of noodles. I sat doﬁn to a silent break-
fast with suppressed sobs and sighs. It was with wet eyes that I gazed at her
empty chair across the table.

I am now adapting mysclf to a new way of life,-thé life of a widower.
It is a life of misery and heart rending. We have a domestic maid to do the heawry
houschold chores such as cleaning,laudrying and cooking. But there are many other
things that need personal atttention and supervision. From now on I have to tend
to my own wardrobe,~doing some mending and sewing or hunting for something to
replace a lost button. When the maid is on leave, I have to prepare my own break-
fast of instant coffee,instant oat meals and soft boiled eggs. I haven't 1earned
to fry or scramble eggs without over burning them. For other meals I rely on a
good can opener and canned foods such as corned beef, luncheon meat,canned milk
and peanut buttor.

Kwok Hing will be leaving with his family for New York to morrow to visit

Yuke Yee and Sum Yee. There isn't much work in the factory. During his absence,




it will be closed. T shall be left the more alone to look after King Seng a
pitiful gbnormal person who is helpless to fend for himself. At the same/\I
shall serve as a carctaker for the factory.

With the passing of Ka So I feel terribly sad, My mind is troubled with
grave thoughts. Fortunately I am physically well and my thinking is fairly clearn
I hope my sanity will remain with me unimpaired. I feel lonesome. Recently T
hear a few of my old friends have passed away. I feel deserted as if bandoned
and left alone in the woods. I can't help huming to myself the mournful tune
of a sad song—"T'is The Last Rose Of Swmer" -~

Ttis the last rose of Summer left blooming alone.
All her lovely companions are faded and gone.

No flower of her kindred,no rosebud is nigh

To reflect back her blushes or give sigh for sigh.

Early this month Lam Yat-min and Peter Lum came on a Caribbean cruise
with their wives and visited me. It certainly was a real treat for sore cyes
after rhaving not scen each other for years. They brought mé a few tins of
tobacco enough to last me a few months. They provided me with news of many of

our mutual friends in the Bay Area. How are our own folks? I hear Charlie is

also having difficulty of hearing. I am similarly afflicted and haven't been

able to listen to the telephone for years. In ordinary conversation I can't hear

what is said. It is a most annoying muisance.

How did you enjoy your trip to Greece? I hope you had an enjoyable # me.
I hope you both are keeping good health. Please write me once in a while and
tell me news of the family folks and friends. I close with love and all best

wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
As ever yours,




Waller ?ield, Lrima.,
Feb. 17th,1977.

Dear Ed, & Mabel,

Teday is Chinese H;w Year Eve. May the New Year bring you geod health and magry
blessings. By now I hope you have returned from Lake Tahoe with pockets well filled
and bulging. With us here 'the New Year will pass unnoticed and unobserved.

Here,I have so much &isuro I do not know what te do with it. I find diversion
in brows:mg over old books and soloei?gasaagcs for a little translation. I have come
across some poems by Ming's father. The fellowing is one of them which describes very

aptly my present situation,

% g 4
"Not allowing my iegs too much leisure, *ﬁ@‘ )}% M ?f\ Iﬁ‘\ ?;]
2 AT,
Often do I roam the neighbering fields. ;7; 35 ﬁ% Bgf =43 3}
With staff in hand,slowly I stroell accouple of miles, 574 ;tk% i(z

ST
watching the running breoks here and there,and viewing the %ist&nikh%j&

I wanu oo Jhank you for your handsome New Year gift check which has come so
timely. I appreciate it and thank you most sincerely for it, My situation isifar frem
comfortable,I admit, but it is not as precarious as depicted in one of the poems I have
Just read:;—-

"y stove-fire is dead with cold ashes all day long.

My wife seeking credit for food has not yet returned.

I have no way of escaping my mounting debts,

Ané yet.you anuonﬂy come with helping leans.*

Here is a humerous verse by Wu Ting-fang who came to Canten fighting/tne cause to
"Save the Comsiution¥i /}\ ZL \'ﬁ T~ 2&{ Cator
7 & ag% ALL Ysmz. Yo
1% % el ALL &ONE

The year just past was a disastrous one for my family. I do not know what

the"Year of the Snake" portends,but I hope it willlnsi good luck and better fortune.Wish-

d
ing you and family all the best / Yours ever afiectionately.

Bro ElleS




San Francisco.
July 23rd,1977.

Daar C.M,

I have been here riors than a month. vhat with ry brothers and
sisters and the many Canton friends who huvs been competing to sxcal
ona another in extending hospitality. «nd looking ufter my avery com-
fort. T am inclined to prolong my stay another month or so b2forae
raturning to resume, as yon say, my immobilised 1ifs stvla in the
Zst Indies. ‘nother reason for my intention of sxtending my visit,

is_that a couple of my old frisnds have not been gquite well of late,
Cuyler Wong lion-wei,my forrer Traffic Manacsr is underening trsatment
for a suspacted case of cancer in the lungs. He is to have daily nard
radiation for two weeks. ‘nother friend Lam Ya-min,former Head of
tublic Works in Canton is sufferring with a sesvers cough that has bem -
bothering him for the past month. Mot until thesa two frisnds have
recoverad from their afflictions or show encouraring signs of improve
went ,will T leave them with a pemace of mind.
Before T forget,T wish to t2I1 you that a nevrhaw of nins,Dennis
Lee will be visiting Taipeai next month on business, T have askad him
to call on you and pay my rspards, He is an up-coming attorney-at-law
in Los Angeles,son of nmy brother Frank whom you well remember in old
Canton days, who used to hother you with his naver ending whistling
in my Canton house, hen Dennis comes to call, treat him as von woul®
treat a son of mine, a strugsling youngstar fiphting his way for a
place in tha sun. Giva him the benafit of your advice and wiss counse.

A boyhood friend of mine, Hugh X, Liang whom T had introduced

to you when he was visiting Taipei a few years ago,is now hare from
Washington D.C., We are having teas,«nd dinners together alrmost evary
day. He has the preatest admiration for you,and praise you to the minin
skies. He said if povernnment offieiszls had your brains and vour hnbsh
intelligent analysis of national and international affairs, ths coun-
try would not have been in such a sad state as it is today. Bafore hs
finished extolling your cuulities ' as a diplomat, a statesman,=tc. I
had to interrupt him by saying you had often come to ma for advice
and my opinions on matters of national and international importance,-
and also on how to play and win at mah-jong games,

Vis-a-vis mah-jong games, T agree with you that youngsters po-
sse8s the speed and finesse that oldsters lack. T also wish to empha
sise that oldsters have the skill acquired by leng vractice and the

cunning of a fox learnad by exparience over the years lone bafore mary
of the youngsters were born. 0f course win or leose,the outsome of a
games depends upen the fickleness of Lady Luck. I have always baen
known to have been born undar a lucky star,

I am staylng at the YMCA, As its name implies,it is for fhmis
Christian young men. 0ld men and heathens who have not embraced fGhmit
Christianity are reofused admittance,UNLESS however old,they can run

up and down the hilly streets of 3,F, with aid of a walking stick. fim

Those heathens who only go to church once in a blue moon,or ara famie
liar with passapges of 5t, Luke,St.Matthews and St.Look-See ars alse
allowed entry and permission to enjoy the Association s privilages,

I know of no vegetarian restaurants in Ghinatown,but there
are restaurants that also serve vegetarian dishes in addition to ther
cutomary menus., You nay say vegetarian dishes are tasteful and have
enough calories even for coelies. T am glad you have found the right
kind of food for you. You are welcome te it. T don't care the least

bit for it. If enly I had my teeth or functionable dentures,lead me to
a substantial meal of meats. I leng for juicy beefsteaks, Cantonese

roast pork,Peking duck, Yunnan ham, Mandarin fish and Irish stew.
Enclosed,please find a Big Treasury Note for US£50.,00. Try
and cash it,for postage on letters sexpectantly forthcoming. PALSE
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fopy latter from C.M .Chen.//

Jaur Lookana,

Years ago in Canton whean wa ware voungstars of tweanty plu, vou

jore good at Jmcoding,hﬁnC@ T balieve vou are still esood st decipher-
LPW hinsroclyvphics 'say this bacause 7 have nevar l=arned to manipw
lata that inf*rval machine knovn as i typewriter,therafores hona you

can sucessfMlly wade through my indsacipherabls nannanuhip.

in rmf@rence to vour apt truism repgarding bad vennies turning
up unexpactedly,T must say I acceot this fact,but I wish to warn vou
that the atiﬁnco of an oldster must not hs nut to the tast for a oro
longad pnrlod You should have mads allowance for his rhysical infim
ities Dbeing aggravated by premonitions relating to the well being of
another oldster,

Your 2nd & 3rd paragraphs inform m= of vour desire not to dis
turd the peace of vour relatives and friends. This mova is wises and
very considerate., J7,however, wonder why the VMCA and not on2 of the
llomes for the Glﬁher@ the attention of servants,nurses and disticians
are provided at a price. ‘e have such Hones inn.Tdiwan h=anece don't
charge me with making cheap jokes. Coming to the mutter of of varietis
of food available,I would advise to eat svaringly. Guzzling does not
apgree with old dge. Eat less but with more frejuencyv--say five neals
instead of theee solid ones,

is for the Iingnan Club and its mahe-jong games,I sugeest that
you don't spoil the games of tha youngsters,because thn oldsters with
their infirmities do disturb the speed and finaase of the younger., fha
One unfortunately has to give up many things enjoyed in days sone ni

You claim to be an early riser and that being the case,vou go
about patrolling the empty streets at 7.30 a.me T wish you to know
that I can get at nost L5 hours'sleep during the night and am up &
about by 6 @.m. counting my rosary instead of shadow boxing. I do
unlimber for half and hour or so to remove stiffnsss of the joints.
sn passant,during my life time I have tried but unsuccessfully to con-
form to Buddbist & Confucius teachings. In the English Schools Publt
i.ms Very ancient private schools, T had to attend 3ervice svery nom
ing hefore going to my classes. There T would sing lustily,listen to
rassages from St. Luke,St.Matthews » others,but I had definitely
refused to embrace Christianity. In the Varsity avery Sumday morning,
one had to po to chapel but fortunately heathens are exempted. So ya
see how badly brought up I was.

T am glad to learn that in Chinatown as now have dishes from
various provinces instead of those from Canton only. Actually there is
no gourmet like a Chiness gourmet who can be difficult to please at
times. Do you have vegetarian restaurants? ’ctually vegetarian dishe
are tasteful and have enough calories even for the coolies.
thile on a holiday,do make full use of it bafore returning %
your Trinidad to resume your semi-immobilised 1ife style. Ouistude
nas its virtues,but a prolonged one can be trying,
The last paragraph of your letter wishes me au revoir; this?I

accépt with all seriousnass bacause T still believe that we will mey .

meet in a coupla of years or so somewhere in Taipei, H'Kong, Canton
or Amoy. I pray that we will live to see that day and visit the old
Cement Factory in Canton to celesbrate, :
- Look after yourself and write when you hava time to apanc.!v
regards and reepect to all your relativas and friends. Y GJH g !
SR k ; ' r‘o‘ FielUe,




waller pield, Arima,
erlith,1978,"

Dear lfabel & Ed. ‘

Thank you for sending me the Chinese newspaper from San Francisce. I
have read the marked:item about Sherman's attendance at an International Conference
Partieipation in such an august Conference is a distinction of no mean order. It
is a tribute paidi in recegnition of one's capabilities and acecomplispments. Right-
ly,due recognition should be given publieity im the press. You are justified in
being proud of Sherman. In this respeet I heartily joim you.

The Chinese newspaper you sent me centains mushuncys not enly ef the
Chinese community im America, but alse abeut mainland China and Taipeh & HongKeng.

We have no such publicatiom here and we have very little news about our Motherland,

I wish you would continues ¢ send me eopies every once in a‘while,eveﬁiit takes

considerable time in @elivery. To save pestage, you may sned only the front

pﬁﬁées that contain the impertant news. The insides pages contain nestly advertise
ment and ne news gf great signifieance. King Seng here is very eager teo read
Chinese newspapers,

We had a breakdewn in our beiler which threw the factory totally out
of operation., Kwek Hing has gone to New York to seek machinery spare parts and
replacements for the damged beiler. He has been gone a wn?k. Yesterday he tele-
phoned that he wont be back till a week later. Meanwhile,everything here is at a’
standstill. Sum Yee is here with us and she has become our handyman sinece Hing:s"’
absence, She takes her younger sistes to and fro school everyday,and dees some
shopping fer the family, She also comes to see me for éhats and to keep me compamy,

I am grateful for her being here, We laugh and joke and do erossword puzgzles.

Sum Yee is an art illustrator and designer. She is contacting a

few advertising agnecies in the interest of premoting ﬂ@r line of werk. She




contacted one ageney and the man in echarge invited her for an interview. She
went to the agency office and had a lengthy interview. Unknown to each other and
both speaking ne Chinese,the imterview was entirely on business matters. Later eon
we discovered the man is also a Lee of our own village. Furﬁhor enquiries revealed
he is a decendammblof one of the branches of our own family,therefore a close
relation! His father is two generations below me and one generation below Kwok
Hing. Sum Yee and his father beleng to the same generation. So, Sum is the man's
aunt and the man is Sum's nephew, What a eurious inecident!! Another surprising
revelation is that the man's mether,a native Trinidadian,went te China and lived
in our village many years ago,and learned to speak our native Nam Long dialect.
Her house in the village was clese te ours, and she was the first person to dis-
eover our dear father's fatal accident right in frent of her house. She was the
first person to give the alam and roused the whole village for help, Talk about
Strange incidents,this ome is hard to beat. oy o

We are all well here. King Séng is in robust health. Like me ,we scen
to be immune from afflietion of any kind,not even a cormon cold., He has a tre-
mendous appetite and eats most of the time. He reads a lot and absorbs what he
reads. But he does not Inow hew to Think,he does not know how to put his knowledge
te applieable use., Whatever knowledge he has is like the mass of words in a die-
tionary,which are of no earthly use unlesg consulted. I often consulted him about
hew a Chinese word should be written. He would at once give the correct answer.
Mentally he is retarded. He has some measure of intelligence but he does not know
how to think. Manually,he is eclumsy with his hands., He does not know hew to handle

- a broem when sweeping a fleor. He does not even knew hew to wash dishesg T have

to teach him even the simple task of frying am egg. But I love hin in spite of all

his shorteonings, His peculiar behaviour and pitiable condition deserve our heart-
felt sympathy,the sympathy and help of all right thinking peeople,

I have just replied te a letter frem Gleria. I hope she iﬁnﬁl noves 40
live near you, ;




Waller Field, Arima,
Sept. 20th,1978,
Dear Sisters Lily,Mabel & Louise.

This letter is addressed to you three sisters,well knowing that Lily will soon
return from her reunion with her children,grandchildren and great-grandchild. A few days
ago was the 15th of the 8th Moon on the Chinese calendar,an auspicious Festival Day when
Chinese everywhere rejoice and celebrate in thankfulness for the ‘tbountiful harvests of
the year and for remembrance of our beloved ones. It is particularly significant to the
wayfarers who are far away from home. On that particular day,the Chinese calendar has accu-

rately timed it always for a Full Moon to appear,bright and shining most of the years.im
China,lighted lanterns of various shapes and sizes appear in every household to add a spirit
of joyfulness to the celebration.

In TPinidad where the Chinese community i# small and families are widely scattered

there wasn't any celebration and jollification of any kind this year. In the evening I sat
outside the house in lonely solitude. With my trusted and inspearable pipe for company, I
had an extra cup of coffee as a gesture of celebration of this Festival Day. Inaudibly,I
mummbled the words of a famous Chinese poem,which I have crudely translated in English as

follows:= o) 3@ % PB F\
"Lifting my head I gaze at the bright shining moon. % 5 (t'. 4; ;
With head bent low I think of family and home". Sz ) %Z
A%, 33 5L

Ming/Shen,Hoong Yee/Wei have each separately written reporting their experiences
of their recent cross country trip to the West Coast where they had the pleasures of seeigg
all of the family folks in the Bay Area. They enjoyed the kind hospitality extended them

by the aunts and uncles during their brief visit. Fun parties, lavish dinners, frequent
luncheons and leisurely tea sessions must have kept you all busy most of the time. Not to
speak of sight seceing trips,visits to interesting places and historic spots,cable car rides
and mah-jong games,day after day must have been exhausting. While all such activities must
have been enjoyable,it Wasthe opportunity of peronsal contact with one another after long

Separation that enhanced the love and warmth of family. Ming/Shen and family are now back
at home. The memory of their recent visit with you all will long be remembered,

Years ago when Ka So was living I too hadedreamed of taking a similar ¢ross country trip
to the West Coast by Greyhound Bus,stopping at various places while en route,to take in
the sights of cach interesting place of note. Ka So had not seen much of the outside world.
It was my intention to take her around with me as a guide. Now that she is gone, I have no
longer any desire for distant travels. I have to content myself lving here toselse: out my
remaining years.

not

Mabel, you have/given me the current address of Gloria that I asked for, I am
getting a new address book to keep track of my friends and their movements. Many have
been moving from place to place,too frequently that constant changes had to be made in
the address book. The many alterations have made the book disfigured beyond recognition.
Not a few names had to be struck out,for they gone to places where there is no postal
service. Some have gone to associate with saints and keep company with the angels., Some
have gone to the Devil to depths below to continue their devilish pursuits and play ma-jong
with those who had gone before. Only a few valid names and usable addresses are left., It is
necessary to have a new address book of the remaining few names that are valid. I intend
to keep up correspondence with these few for the next 10 or 15 years, -

I hope this will find you all in good health and everything with you is going
well. As to myself I am in perfect health. Onlyg such old age ailments as hard of hearing
and being toothless that hampers my eating,that makes me miserable at times, Otherwise I
am alright in every way. Best wishes to you all. 1

: Ever lovingly.,

o é@v’”’—{
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Mabel. Some years ago on my arrival at san Francisco,] remember a lady friend

of yours handed me a couple of books on Chimu poetry.I atill have the

books which i lately on RS thumb through the pages looking for

a little amusement in my idle hours, I ﬁ.nd it quite a pleasant pastime.
I think her name u( %3 /*&a /\ﬂ.:t don't remember knowing her. Who
was the lacw? Please tell me more about her.
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the organisation was sta:




Kuo= Kuoh Hing

Waller picid, Arima.
Jan. 26th,1980,

Dear ILyn-poon-Tow & (O

The year 1960 augurs well for the family with good omens of happy occasions
onc following soon after the other. Frank said it started with a BANG. 1
said it started with a series of BOOMS big or small audibie from afar and
near. First it began wita wiwn the happy occasion of kd's ‘futhe birthday. It
was soon fallowed by Glopia's wedding,and then Irene‘s "triumphant return"
from the urient with rich rewards. In celebration of these happy events,you
folks must have had rounds and rounds of banquets,dinner parties,entertain-
ments and joyous gatherings of kinfolks and friends.
Then,about the same time,Kuoiand family returned from New York bringing

with them a large supply of working materials for his sideiine. Within Lu days

of their return (u percent of the imported goods were disposed of,yiclding
enough to pay the cost and expenses ineurred for the trip. The remaining 30 per

cent when processed and sold, will be clear profit. The sideline business is
growing with gratifying results. Yvonne is business-minded and a capable busin-
ness assistant. She intends to pay another visit to New York for more supplies
and meterials urgently neceded in the business. e satisfactory developmen?, of
this business with such gratifying results is one of the reasons for us to be
thankful for all that the New Year has brought us.

I am happily surprised to receive a letter from Hoong Yee written in
excellent Chinese. I am happy because she takes great pains to learn the Chinese
language like her sister Hoong Wei. I wish all my grandchildren would take a
deeper interest in lcarning Chinesc,at least to speak it if not to write it. In
her letter Hoong Yee says that Hans,my grandson has earned all A's in every
subject in school. This is another good cause for me to be jabilant.

Nor is this all from the New Year. For the first time in decades, I
have received a letter directly addressed to me from our native village. Check-
ing the postdates,only 10 days elapsed fromydateﬂof posting to date of delivery.

The letter is from our cousin Yun Poon k?i. 5\’(1;)‘ son of our Fifth uncleg ?’iﬁ}(,l_
who is about Louise's age. He describq& his stfuggles during the past decades.

He managed to survive by transporting goods and passengers on his bicyecle to and
fro among the villages and Shekki.(Merchandise cargoes often weighing 500 lbs).

Now because of his advanced age,he has turned over to his son, the transporta-
tion of goods,and limiged himself to carrying only passengers. He speaks very
highly of his son who is now married to a girl from our next door villagc:f )Qiéx
His son is a hard working farmer in addition to his cargo transport business,

Tun Poon also said in his letter that he had been taking care of our anscestral
graves performing ritual worships all these ycars without interruption. He also
requests me to take action for the recovery of our ansectral housc in the village
which is now occupiecd by the Comnies as their Command Headquarters.I will keep
this in mind and wait for an opportune moment to have this problem solved.I have

at least established means of communication with the long lost homeland.

In view of the happy occasions and glad tidings aforementioned I have
good cause to be jubilant. I am in high spirits. You will of course pardon me
for writing so lengthily,for I am now in a writing mood.

Here,ceverybody works. Even "grandpa" has to keep busy with swatting
flies,fighting mosquitoes, removing frogs,toads and lizzards {rom his bedroom
ggﬁipbgrt{&. fs}}llggmtoo Iz;eg};:gc t;ng)ltéxsa gn:e:fsgfm (fro;‘nﬁitcl'llslgr julclde drowning in his

! . As m these chores, he has




his moments off, for relaxation. 1t is then that he smokes his pipe,drinks
his coffee m docs his rcading,yarwning ho-hum,ho-hum oft and on. often
while sitling alone,he would lose himself in reveries,reminiscing over old
times and old associations. : ' i et
While engrossed in reverie,memories of our dear mother and father
came¢ to mind. Both our parents were devoted to the family and deeply concerned
about everyone of us. In their latter years I am glad they were happy to have
seen how well cach one of us was doing and getting on in the world. They were
a kind-hearted pair,friendly and Socialable,well liked and respected by all
those who knew them. The family had suffered much through the war years, yet
they were undaunted by adversity and took things as they came,stoicatlymdnd
calmly. They had an optimistiec viewpoint on life and often put on a smiling
face,whatever the circumstances. Joculaz;and possessing a deep sense of humor,
they often caused laughter among people present. I remember mother when she s
wanted a cup of tea,she would extend the empty cup to Lily laughingly mimicking
the Shanghai dialect by saying, "SOR——yi—Bei".{"xn — A ‘
Father realising his hair was growing thin dep of%ﬂ about it to some friend.
The friend said in a complimentary way, "Nine out of ten bald heads are rich".
(—1' e 2R _JU /A% ), Father replied, "ust my luck! I happencd to be the 10th.
ell,folk¥ I think this is a long cnough letter for this time. I
shall write more later. Meanwhile,the Chinese New Year is near at hand. T

-

take this opportunity to wish you one and all A Happy Chinese New Year. °*

Yours with love, /4Sﬂ
é)wékﬁ ik
Nl
P.5. Sum Yee is keeping herself busy doing one thing or another. Currently,
she is organising an Art Class with some friends,for teen age pupils.
She is hoping for a bigger class with more pupils. The other day she
asked me to draw a diagram of our family treef. I have done so and am .

enclosing a copy of it for your pleasurc. You may have it redrawn and
make a more presentable copy for more Xerox copies for distribution to
members of the,family. : :




Waller Field, Arima
Feb, Lth,i700, '

Dear rd. & Mabel,

I have your two letters of different dates (9th/22nd)
which came 1n one envelope,a couple of days ago. I missed the
happy occasion in celebration of Ed's 70th birthday.With all the
kinfolks of the family and friends,I can well imagine the joyous
time you all must have had, I also missed Gloria's wedding that
followed. I send best wishes to the newly weds for a happy married
life crowned with great achievements and suecess.

I am ignorant of prose and poetry. Here is a free (//

translation of Tai Chung's Chinese poem congratualting Ed's 70th

birthday. : 1
"In a mansion on Bérkeley Hills,

By the Golden Gate in San Francisco.

There lives he,a man venerable of age

Revered and highly esteemed,fhreescore and ten.
Robust and strong,sturdy as oak, stately as the

Evergreen pines,

May he be blessed with longevityyihrough the years,
And all the good fortunes that life brings."

( Please don't laugh at this crude rendition.)

<
We are all well here. Nwok Hing is getting along fine i
with his sideline. Yvonne intends to go again to New York for. |
more supplies and raw materials/in another 2 weeks,
I hope you have recpived from Lily copies of my letteﬁ
to Lyn-Poon-Tow & Co. It wil A;jﬁ a fairly good idea of how I am
faring. My greatest complaint is lack of friends and companions
for‘interesting conversations. I haven't even anyone near to

ot
talkkin our village dialect. Soon it will be forgottene.

|
With all best wishes for the Chinese New Yeay. f
Ever lovinglye |

- Bro Gl
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Waller Field, Arima,

Dear Mabel.

Thank you very much for your letter of the 25th with enclosure of news
clipping and your gift check. Kwok Hing is taking care of the check. There is no
need of outfitting myself with new clothes and wearing apparels. I have enough
to last me my life time. I have dozens of ties,socks and handkerciiefs. I still
have a good many shirts that Frank gave me,which are still unwrapped and unused.

I have no worry about my board and lodging,and my daily expenses are practically
nil. My needs are meager. In this place of balmy weather I can sleep on the bare
floor with only a sheet for covering,provided there are no mosquitoes and other
flying insects to bother me. I do not join in the universal complaint of inflation
and high cost of living,as long as the price of tobacco,coffee,peanut butter,milk
and oatmeal do not inereasejy and the Post of fice does not increase the postage
for mailing letters.

So Canton is about to have a skyscraper hotel with thousands of rooms &nd

lee Man-chak,én old friend of mine is having a hand in it. No, I do not know a

single "big shot",but curiously all big shots know me. I only know common friends.

If any one of them ever becomes a big shot and feigns to know me,he is no longer
my friend.

I suppose Lily,louise and Charlie are getting ready to start on their trip
to the old country. Please remind them not to neglect paying a visit to our be-
loved mother's grave when in Hong Kong. They should pay homage and express our
gratitude in prayers for all blessings that mother had bestowed on us.

Trene must have returned from her trip to the Southeast countries. She is

an energetic girl,capable and resourcefi 1. In addition to my deep love for her,I

am proud of her. My only duaghter,the only girl of us three brothersli A precious




Jewel in the family, Just as Gloria is in your family and ying chuen in 1ily8s,
she has a specia1>place in our heartse.

Canton and Hong Kong scem to be in a splurge of development. Construction
owrk is in the forefront. Gloria and T.C. will have vast opportunities in its
participation. I am glad they have come in contact with Lee Man-chak,a veteran
Hong Kong resident who is deeply engaged in such enterprises. My brother-in-law
Suen Chong in Taipo Market is also in the construction business. I hope all thesee
parties will have occasions to work together in participation.

I have no definite plans about my future movements. The Embassy has sent
me an application for visa,which I have filled out and submitted. I am now waiting
for further news about it. I will keep you informed of developments.

The canning business has totally stopped. A new sideline is taken up
and it is showing promising prospects. Although nothing spectacular,the sideline
is yielding rgatifying results. Yvonne and Kwok Hing are kept busy at work and
they are enjoying it. Sum Yee is busy with her ari work,about which I dont't
know a thing. She is also tutoring ancartsclass every Saturday. T myself have
a special program of work,---reading,letter writing and smoking in the day time
and doca lot of thinking in bed at night.

How are you all in Befkeley? Do you and Ed go to office every day?
Do you see Lily,Charlie, Frank and Louise often? Please drop me a fow lines

every once a while. If you happen to come across any special or interesting news

in the Chinese newspapcrs, please clip them out and enclose them in your letters

to me. Thus, I shall be informed of how things are getting along in the outside

world. How is Lily's leg trouble? Is it still obothering her?

Ever lovingly,
g@, Q&m)




P.5. Iee's father %tl ﬁ é was said to be a&'xotorious gambler,an appressor .

of the poor who dreaded and hated him. His name was taken up to describe




Waller Field, Arima,
June 2nd, 1980,

Dear Mabgle, gq,

Half of our brothers and sisters have left for Hong Kong and thence
to the mainland on a tour of our old country. It will take them at least a
month visiting the many historic and interesting places including the Great
Wall of China, : 5
Wall of China. They will have an excellent opportunity of paying a visit to
our native village to worship at our father's grave as well as our mother's
grave in Hong Kong after more than 36 years of neglect due to our absence.
It is @Qnemorable visit. I hope they will have plenty of pictures taken of
the occasmn and their visit,

It is true,I am living in isolation more or less. The few old frlends
I havc left are widely separated.The only contact I have with them is by cor-
respondence. T am still deep in sorrow over the passing of Ka-So, After more
than 50 years of our‘?ﬁa”ppy married life we have been part of each other. Now
that she is gone,the light in my life is extinguished.It seems \that I am iiv-
ini?a vacuum of total darkness.Life no longer holds ar\v_interest to me. I am
not especially particular where and how I am living. Tt is b meaningless with-
out Ka-So0 near me. But I think of her many times a day. I have a picture ofher
in my bedroom and one in the outer room. Each time I pass her picture I would
bow my head in prayer reporting the activities and ahicvemenets of ny ch:leren

and grandchildren,and telling her the doings of each of our kinsfolk. Though

absen
physically she isanﬁ}t but after my prayers I feel very much comforted and 1

can even imgagine her reactions to my prayers in her mannerisms,her tone of
customary
voice ,nd her gy smiles of apporbation,
I understand 0i-ling on her initiative has established my status of

Permanent Residence. I have not received official confirmation and as yet,no

documentary evidence in support of my newly attained statuse I am in no hurry.




No matter where I live, one place is as good as another. I have no desire to

- do any travelling,but T am eager to visit my other childreng;randchildren and
close relations. Participation in social activities and functions doot fas-
cinate me. I only enjoy informal meetingswith old friends and close relatibns
over a cup of tea and chit chat about old times.

We are all fairly well here. Kwok Hing's side business is progressing
quite satisfactorily. Her daughter Sum Yee is occupying herself with her art
work and tutoring an art class in tonw. Personally I am in good health but Iam
aware that }haven't the vim and vigor of youth. Mentally I am still sane but my
thinking seems to be a little slow, I am becoming soxnewhat lazy and sluggish.I
haven't the alertness in doing things. I am even careless about my appearance
in dress. Having no friends and companions .for pleasant conversations,I am often
seen in pyjamas all day long,never ¥enturing out of the house, My only pleasure

is in reading. I am constantly seen with a book in hand. In fact I have been

_ ; : Hw‘%..
doing so much reading that my eyes are getting %nm' ogether with my other

old age ailments such as difficult hearing,faulty memory, toothlessness plus a
damaged jaw and a twisted tongue, I am no credit to the pleasant company of any
social flunctions. It is most inconvenient and very cmbarassing. I feel I am no
longer a part of the world and content myself to keeping away alone by myself.

It is not unusual of me to remain at home by myself and not cven go out of the
house for days on a stretch,
How are you all and the rest of the folks? I suppose you are in frequent
tocuh with one another. How is Gloria in Hong Kong? Hong Kong mustmm be guite
a threiving place. I hope she likes living there.

I will write more when I hear from you., Mearwhile,take good care of

Lovinglglba‘ 6{2 G

yourselves,




wWallerField, Arima.
Julu 25th, 1981.

Dear labbl.

At last I have reevered your uaklanaddress whish I had mislaid. I hasten te
send veu this letter tegether with a pieture shewing a yeung mam mearing 90,eeming
hexe frem tewvn after a 2 mile walk. He was fully laden with feed supplies whieh he
had ebtained en eredit. Deseribing the pieture I have ecompesed a Chinese deggerel,whish
reughly translated inte Emglish,reads as fellews:--%"Credit shepping in tewn invelves
a walking distance of 10 lits. Rctmint hene rully'iadon,leisuroly I trudged my heme-
ward way. With €@redit standing in geed erder,ceming heme was never empty-handed. with
daily feed thus assured, there is alse ecemfert evem in peverty."

Sum Yee has gene te New York em business and pleasure. Xwek Hing alse left heme
with Nemaine for Bmgland to acecompany Jemaine heme from scheel fer the Summher vacailoen.
We are egpeeting them all baek within nextweek. Meamvhile we are left te "held the fert"

during their absemee. The place puts en a deserted leek and livimg econditien is miserable.
I have been threugh many a situatien much werse than this. Pertunately,,my health is
zoed and my mind is still in geed werkimg order. Fer all these §lessings I am thankful.

0i-ling wrete that you want te have a list of the pistiens I have held in my

carcer. It's a leng list and varied and ¥ eould net remember them all in their preper

erder as te chir dates and year. Briefly, \ly earcer may be said te have besun with my
asquaintanee with Dr. Sun Yat-sen. I first met him in San Fraeisee in 1910,when he.wss
on teur abread te premagte the Chinese Revelutien ameng the Chinese c@muitias.m
of China,paricularly in Amerieca. I accempanied him wherever he went en his speeeh makjng
teurs. T returned bte China in 191y when he was livimg in Shanghai. Y jeinmed him and
served as his priavte seerctary in whieh eapaeity I hel} until his death in 1925. Durinag
the years whether he was in effice or eut of offiee I was his private sesretary inm charge
of cenfidntial eerrespendence and private eedes he had with premiment pelitical leaders
of the eountry. This elese asseeiatien with him afferded me with the unique eppertanify

eoming in eentaet with the leading pelitical leaders, intellieetuals and the literary

lights ef the day sush as Wang Ching-wei,¥u Han-min Tai Chi-tae, Tan Yuan-kai, Yang Shu-
kan (3zechuan), Shae Yuen-ehung and many ethers,




As his private seeretary in China, T aecempanied him in many ef his adventures

military expleits and armed exneditiens against rebelleus regienal military gwerm

a
governers (Tuehuns). The whele ceuntry was in turmeil. It was/peried ef interneeine

warfare. s
T

It wa?r\p':t until/Dr. SunBs death in 1925 that I entered govermment servie
and bgean my ;ciigical eareer. I was appeinted llember of the Kwangtung Previneial
Gevernment and cemeurrently Cemmissiener eof Indllstricg. Then in 1930,Chumgshan Dis-
triet was designated Medel Distriet and I was appeinted its first Magistrate. I serwed
a year and then appeinted Managing Directer of Canten-Kewleen Riilway which i seredd
8/9 years until the dapanese invasien when we had te evaecuate C#ton and retifed te
Hong Reng,where I founded the Asia Beek Cempany under the spemsership ef Asia Feunda-
tien.

Our Dad returned frem Ameriea in 1930 when i was serving as Medel Chunghaan
Distriet Magistrate. He was noet impressed with the higher eoffices that I had held
in the past, but he was preud as a peaceck te saw me magistrate ef eur native Chugngshan
Distriet. Wherever he went he heard cemplimenmtary remakka at the mentiem of uy mame.
He enjoyed the Jeke made by seme wit satirising"llodel Distriet " aSﬁ' é& ]« instedd
Ofg ﬁ %\ and ealled ne as #T M % —— UWrieeless magistrate!l
Kew are ysu keeping? T hepe cverything is well with yeu. I am glad that
Tim and shermar will be coming to visit you. As L am planning te eeme West seme time
in August er early September,I hepe I shall be able te see them again. I am fairly
well here. My health is geed and my thinking is still elear. I am grateful amd thimk -
ful for these geed blessings,
Hew is Leuise? Hew are Charliec and Frank? I hope they and their families
are all well. I am anxieus te sce mere eof you peepie,t- be mere with you sisters asd
brethers tegether befere it is tee late. We will erganise fishing trips te hke Tahoe.
Prebably we mirht sateh a whale of a big fish as a reward fer eur treuble.

Please write often and keep me in teuch. Wishing yeu all the best,
Levinely yours.

PS.:~~ Alse enelesed is am autegraphed seript writtem by W
Dr. Sun espeeially for me beacuse of my interest :

in agriculture. "Agriculture is the reet of Geed k___——————\ '
Gevermment."
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