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D ear Hr* M a th ia s ;
0 -

I  b e l ie v e  a r t  i s  th e  sym bolic resp o n se  o f  o n e ’s t o t a l  e x is te n c e  

to  th e  power o f  r e a l i t y  w hich can be a p p re c ia te d  o n ly  by th o se  sh a re  

th e  same concern  o f  th e  a r t i s t i c  mode and s p i r i t *  One o f  th e  jo y s  

and d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  a r t i s t i c  works l i e s  p r e c i s e ly  on t h i s  p o in t ,  

nam ely , th e  jo y  and the  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  f in d in g  th e  genuine a p p re c ia to r  

and th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  mind o f  o n e 's  a r t .  In  t h i s  s e n se , I  f e e l  some

tim e lo n e l in e s s  a lth o u g h  I  do c o n fro n t w ith  a f lo o d  o f  fo re ig n  v i s i t o r s  

a t  quY f o lk  a r t  workshop here  in  K yoto .

yV
Among a v e ry  few peop le  whom I  en co u n te red  and iho  have b o th  a 

deep u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  what th e  c r e a t iv e  f o l k a r t  means w ith  a c o n s id e ra b le  

knowledge o f  Jap an ese  c u lt^ tr  and a genuine i n t e r n a t i o n a l  mind w ith  th e  

a b i l i t y  to  be ab le  to  communicate t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p re s s io n to f tJ a p a n e s e  

a rtr tG £ -th e  peop le  o f  th e  w o rld , I  h ig h ly  coun t M iss Yoshiko U chide.

I  re a d  th e  o u t l in e  o f  h e r p r o je c t  withhmy i n t e r e s t .  I  do f i rm ly  

approve th e  u rg e n t need o f  such  p r o je c t  to  develope a th o ro u g h  s tu d y  on 

th e  con tm porary  f o lk  p o t t e r y  o f  Jap an  a t  t h i s  tim e . N eed le ss  to  sa y  th a t  

th e re  a re  grow ing i n t e r e s t s  e x i s t  among th e  peop le  in  th e  w est on Jap an ese  

f o lk  a r t .  But u n f o r tu n a te ly  v e ry  l i t t l e  have done in  th e  p a s t  to  

c o l la b o r a te  a book on Jap an ese  f o lk  a r t  w#ritte<K) by a p e rso n  who has K 

a genu ine  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and a c r e a t iv e  i n s ig h t  in  t h i s  f i e l d .

I  b e l ie v e  M iss U chida i s  th e  r i g h t  p e rso n  to  u n d e rta k e  such  a p r o je c t  

v a lu a b le  w ork. There i s  no doub t t h a t  her u n u su a l a b i l i t y  to  ap

p r e c i a te  a r t i s t i c  work and h er keen i n t e r e s t  to  u n d e rs ta n d  Jap an ese  

c u l tu id w i l l  b r in g  her p r o je c t  to  th e  f r u i t f u l  en d . Through her p r e 

v io u s  s ta y  in  Jap an  in  1955 she made an e x te n s iv e  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  

v a r io u s  fo lk  a r t  le a d e rs  dsoi J a p a n .s n l  was one o f  them who were d e e p ly
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im p ressed  by h e r p e n e t r a t in g  a r t i s t i c  a p p re c ia t io n  as w e ll as her 

rem a rab le  i n s ig h t  upon th e  f o lk  a r t .

I  b e l ie v e  f i rm ly  th ro u g h  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f her p r o je c t ,  a n o th e r  

new b r id g e  w i l l  be added e v e r  P a c i f i c  Ocean in  te rm s o f  our c u l tu r a l  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  among th e  n a t io n s .  I t  i s  my s in c e re  w ish  th a t  | » r r

p ro m isin g  p r o je c t  w i l l  be a c c e p te d , so t h a t ,  th ro u g h  h er c a r e f u l  work 

and her b r i l l i a n t  e x p re s s io n  th e  v a r io u s  form s o f  th e  con tem porary  Jap an ese  

p o t t e r y  w i l l  f in d  th e  f i t t i n g  channe l o f  Bfppcocistrcin among th e  peop le  

o f  th e  w o rld .



A p r il  4 ,  1959

D ear M asao;

I  am s u r p r i s e d  to  s e e  t h a t  X d i d n l t  e v e r  answ er 
y o u r v e ry  n ic e  l e t t e r  of* Ja p a n  (you  se e  w here my m ind 

; i s .  I  m eant to  w r i t e  J a n u a r y ] ) ■ Xt was gòod to  h e a r  
t h a t  a l l  i s  w e l l  w ith  you and  y o u r  l i t t l e  f a m ily .

M o ll, I  h av e  h e a rd  from  th e  Guggenheim  F&n. and 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  th e  news was n o t  good . 1 m ust c o n fe s s  
t h a t  ray r e a l  r e g r e t  i s  n o t  so  much th e  w ork I  hoped 
to  d o , b u t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  I  c a n n o t se e  a l l  ray w o n d e rfu l 
f r i e n d s  i n  Ja p a n . At any r a t e ,  t h i s  t r i p  was n o t  me ant- 
t o  b e , and p e rh a p s  ray w ork i s  r i g h t  here* w i th  the  l o c a l  
c ra f ts m e n . I  have  b een  d o in g  more and more work f o r
CRAFT HCRiaONS and t h i s ,  t o o ,  i s  c h a l le n g in g  and i n t e r e s t  
in g ,

I  was n o t  .v e ry  h o p e fu l  o f  s e o \ ir in g  t h i s  f e l l o wo:Hip 
a s  i t  d id  seem a l i t t l e  mu.rf to  me, so  d id  n o t  h ave  my 8 
h opes up o r  r e a l l y  e x p e e F T o  r e c e iv e  i t ,  B ecause o f  
p e r s o n a l  f a m ily  s i t u a i io n s  t o o ,  i t  may, h e rh a p s*  be 
a l l  f o r  th e  b e s t  t h i s  way,

j 1 do w ant t o  tn a h k  y o u , M asao, "for- a l l  y o u r '
h e lp  on my b e h a l f ,  I , o n ly  r e g r e t  t h a t  a f t e r  t r o u b l in g  
so  many o f  ray f r i e n d s  f o r  l e t t e r s ,  i t  s h o u ld  h a v e  been  
l o r  n o u g a t .■ I t  was h e a r tw a rm in g  to  have  th e  w o n d e rfu l 
s u p p o r t  o f some -  and a  l e s s o n  to  e n c o u n te r  th e  i n d i f f e r 
en ce  o f o t h e r s ,  I  n e v e r  d id  h e a r  from  Mr. Hamada, and ‘
I  &u e s s  he  t ìe v e r  d id  r e p ly  t o  th e  f o u n d a t io n ,  dine© he  
was su p p o sed  to  be  one o f  my m a jo r  r e s o u r c e  p e r s o n s , 
s i l e n c e  on h i s  p a r t  c o u ld  h ave  b e en  q u i t e  • d#/iWging,- 
I  w r ite .- . 'th is  to  you  o n ly  b e c a u se  I  ani s o r r y  t h a t  h i s  
s i l e n c e  sh o u ld  have  c a u se d  you  some c o n c e rn , Thank 
you f o r  w r i t i n g  t o  him  and i n q u i r i n g .  H is b e h a v io r  
h a s  b een  v e ry  p u z z l in g  to  me,

fh;.: e  no ugh o f  me] 1 t r u s t  you  a re  h a rd  a t
work a s  e v e r .  I t  i s  v e ry  good to  t h in k  o f.so m eo n e  
l i k e  you  s e t t in g ,  th e  w h e e ls  t o  t u r n in g  i n  h o sh ic h ia #•••■■- 
Ar® you w r i t i n g  more books a s  h e l l ?

S p r in g  m ust be v e ry  l o v e ly  i n  J a p a n . Are th e  
c h e r r i e s  i n  bloom  now? Our t r e e  i s  a p a le  p in k  dream  
now, and I  p la n  to  show i t  o f f  to  some f r i e n d s  from

to n ig h t  w i th  a s u k iy a k i  d in n e r ]  The B e rk e le y  
h i l l s  a re  sp la sh e d -  w ith  ra u s ta rd  and s t i l l  g r e e n ,  
s p r in g . d s (a ,v e r y  c o m fo r tin g  tim e  o f  y e a r ;

Tomorrow I  m ust go to  th e  Richmond A rt C e n te r 
wk ? r ? . f  7 ou yhen  you w ere h e r e ,  to  com er a n o th e r
e x n ip i« ,. I  I n te rv ie w e d  a n i s e i  w eaver l a s t  week and 
r e a l i z e d  more and more th e  p ro b lem  o f  e a rn in g  a l i t in e *  
i o r  a hand c ra f ts m a n . B l ^ : Ì I Ì Ì É



. M other and D a d .a re  w e l l ,  th o u g h  Mom h a s  h a d  some t r oxfolz  w i th  
h e r  b lo o d  p r e s s u r e  s in c e  C h r is tra a s . She i s  much b e t t e r  n o w / how
e v e r ,  and  j u s t  n eed s  to  be c a u t io u s .

? f d 4. i S^ ? 1!’n n l? S t0  to  I t ®  an  I s s e i  chu rch : g ro u p  f o r
# w i l l  s e e  you t h i s  f a l l  and b r in g

S/Si||§Ssl °“ s behalf* °r 11 y°u § t h i s  “ y

them eonldeyj111®8 t0  Pumllco“sim Makoto-ehan. I hope tb meet

: , ' . my ■•ifeankS/.again, f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t ,  e h b o u ra F e ^ e n t 
and e f f o r t  or, b e h a l f .  I  c o n * t f e l l  you  howf'mucft l \ p p r e c i a t d d  
i t .  X o ro s h K ^ fro m - .a l l . ,  t h r e e  og u s .  > ; - V ~ c

o T2*TT


