





11/17/81

Dr. Rosalie Wax Interview starts at # 135
Lillian Noma
Brwa 9%
¢ Hello.
R.W. Hello, could I speak to Lillian Noma please, if she's
homez
¢ Oh, just a minute.
L.N.: Hello.
R.W.: Hello, just brace yourself, this is the lady you knew
as Rosalie Hankey in Tule Lake.
L.N. Oh, Miss Hankey, yes.
R.W.s Miss Hankey,and what has happened is that Fosvleamiat o | o
Well, Rockefeller Foundation has asked me to do this.. if I
would talk to the people.. kind of interview them who I
had known in Tule Lake.
L.N.1 Yes.
ReWoes oamg Logob.yeur~. It was a friend of yours, Mr.
if I got it right, let me see.. <{laughe)-
L.N. j
ReWes ___ who told me where you lived and I know this is
Sunday morning and it may not be convenient, but if you would
like to make another date..why.. if you would like to talk..
or tell me se®t of your experiences since then and how you felt
there.
L.N. Yes.
R«W.s And all of this would go under a different name, you
see, it will all be typed for history, you know.
L.N.: Yes, because in a way I thought it was an invasion of
privacy.
R.W.: Oh yes.

Na%
IN: And that's the reason,Tony sent me a note.. the newspaper

clipping, gut I've Been hesitant writing to you, because of

after all these years, it sort of stirs up some very Q&hapgy
memories plus some nice memories, and of course, I remember
you very well, and you always had a cook book. (laughs.)

R«W.s (laughs)
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L.N.: I remember that portion and I remember that for
reasons other than my own I could not be as frank with you
as I wanted to in camp, because of parental pressure, you know,

not to say too much, so forth, Bnd I felt guilty that way,

because you were most friendly, but that was the reason thutkw?“ﬁJ

I hesitated to write to you, and the letter just came end of

last week; and I've had a very bad cold I've been doctoring,

but the weather has been so nice today, I thought I'd get some

fresh air and I was out raking leaves when you called. (laughs)

R.W.: Well, it has been nice here in St. Louis too.

L.N. Oh is that right?

R.W.: We have had wonderful weather, you know in the 60's

and I take a nice long walk every morning. I'm 70 years old

now.

ILN: Are you really?

RWs I can really understand how you feel because this happened

to me. I've talked now to about 5 of my friends..

IN: Oh, have you.. WA -'.!;

RWs and other Japanesefkmericans, and it it..the privacy

you don’'t have to worry about, because I won't put your name

on it.

ILN: Yes., A

RW: But what happeneHQE;)they talked they remembered sad things

that they had forgotten, and then when I had finished talking,

I did too, after all these 40 years;, And I went to my office

and I cried. You know, it was..so I can see how you feel,

But if you had time sometime why we could talk over at least
happy parts, so I could ask you questions and*you..

What would you like to know? What Happened;ivaA‘did

\

leave camp?
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RW: I left about May, 1945.

ILN: Oh, I see.

RW: And what they really wante#..the Rockefeller.. is

longitudinal history.. like what you were doing beforehand,
how you felt before the war, and then how you felt when you
heard that they were going to evacuate the Japanese, and any-
thing you wanted to tell me about your feelings in Tule Lake,
and then sort of a long life story, life history thing is what
they want.

ILN: Oh, I see. Well, I tell you. I was just out of school.
I had just gotten my job.

RW: How old were you then?

LN: At evacuation time?

RW: Yes..

LN: Would that have been '42°?

RW: Yes, early '42..

LN: I must have been algswrt 20.

RW: Twenty..

LN: RightaI was out of high school, had gotten some other
jobs and meanwhile I had passed my state examination, I was
hired by the State of California. I was working in the
state capitol.

RWs Oh, my goodness..

IN: And I enjoyed it very much and I hadn't been working
there too long, of course when war broke out.. and I found
that out coming home from a movie someone told me, "Did you
know Pearl Harbor has been bombed?" Well, we thought maybe
they were joking, maybe .. we thought it was just a radio
story. We didn't believe it. Well, I went to work and

shortly thereafter I received a letter saying that my
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presence was Very upsetting to my CO-WOrkers..

RW: Oh my goodnessS..

IN: ..because of my Japanese descent and that hereby they

were terminating my employment; that is was most, what is it..
my co-workers felt uneasy because I was of Japanese descent, etc.
and I was hereby being terminated. 3So that's what happened.

0f course, I wanted to go to college, but my mother wanted me

to work and thought t@t the boys should go first. You know,

I had a brother right behind me. So, she wanted me to work for
about a year and help put the money aside to enter him int
college first, which I was happy to do./ﬁut then my brother

was in junior college at the time and shortly thereafter we

were relocated into camps. That was the most depressing

incident, you know..

RW. Feor you te be fired like that?

LN. Yes.
RW., Rhat's what hurt you the mmxix most. I can understand that, My
GOdee o o « oo Wnich of the assembly cemnters did they send

you te?
LN: I was in Wallesga.
RWs Wallé;ga. Do you recall any experiences from there
s trongly?
LN: Oh yes.
RWs: How you felt, if you want to tell me.
LN: Well, my sister had just given birth to a child.
RW: Oh, God!
IN: It wasn't quite a week, in fact, she had given birth

during the hours when we..during curfew hours.. and she

i
preferred to have,with a midwife..she thought it would be

more economical. It was her first baby; it was a big baby,
and the baby won't come out. So here, we had to wait until
morning until curfew ended before we could rush her to the
hospitals And she gave birth to her first child. So that
was most traumatic.

RW: This was in Wallésga?

ILN: No, this was back home just before evacuation.

RWs Just before evacuation.

LN: Right. So here she has this new born baby.

RWs New born baby.
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didn't know

N

LNs We didn't know if she'd have enough milk,h
what kind of food we had..

RW: And you only took 2 suitcases, you know..

3Ly
IN: Oh yes.. and then from then‘We heard we were going to

be sent to a desolate area, so we brought, we were told that
we would need our tin plates and tin cups, you know, the
rumors abounded plentiful at the time.

RW: Yes.

LN:+ So, mother had equipped all of us with tin plates s LAUn
tin cups and we all had boots because we heard that there were
snakes.

RW: Oh my gosh, was this in Walleyga or in Tule Lake?

ILN: No, this was in Sacramento before we were evacuated to
Wallepga.,

RW: ..to Wallet#ga.

ILN: And here sister had just given birth to a baby and

people were coming around buying up our furniture and

bicycles for a song. You should have seen the trucks going
down the street loaded to the hilt with bicycles they were
buying from people, because people didn't know what they

could take into the camp.

RWs Gosh..

ILNs So that was very traumatic.

RW: Oh that was very..

ILN: And people coming in and trying to buy your furniture for
nothing..

RW: ..for nothing.

LN: Right.

RW: That happened..I know that happened. Gee, I..oh excuse
me,)did you want to say something?

LN;';ﬁéﬂE;dn't own our home - we rented. So were stored our
furniture with our friend who lived around the corner and
while we were..from WallePga we went to Tule, our friends said
they would be glad to send us some of our thingssWhen they went

to the place it was ransacked and taken.

RW: Oh, so you lost everything.
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INs Yes, almost everything, except for what we took in to
the camp. Right.

Qe X
RW: Oh.. I've got a questionakmmpe wisssh now sounds a little
stupid, but I'm..or kind of insulting. How did you manage to
cope with all of these awful things?
IN: How else.. what else could you do? You had no alternativeg
©f course, the family was together and rumors abounded and we
did not know what was going to happen. Of course, we were
nerded like cattle by train to Wallemga and then it was
hastily put up barrack affair. When it rained the dirt was
red dirt?ﬁ&gg/sank élmbét to}your kneesjand they had put up
a washroom..latrine, which was more or less tEE:%arrack type
with the holes punched in to a plank, back to Back - no
privacy.And';gwfirst wéjbeople had diarrhea because of the
change in water perhaps or the food and we were right by the
latrine you could hear the doors flap back and forth like a V
T;ﬁ‘gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ all night long. abpd hcrek
ﬁw: Oh gosh..
IN: And the wood they used was green wood, so;;hSH the

wood dried, the cracks opened in the floor and the weellis

would be growing up underneath. By the time you got to

WY
the doors sweeping,whi&e\?gur dirt was all gone, it fell

into the cracks. (laughs)

RW:s Gosh..

IN: And then from Wallewga we were taken to Tule.

RWs Yes.

IN: And of course we weren't prepared for the winters there.
We had a pot bellied stove.
RW: Yeah. .‘)>i/

LN: But, I became very ill and I was.{worked in the

circulating library..and they wanted to close it..

my only source of heat was tﬁégéiectric heater. Even

{
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when it snoweggaedicated‘meAlike a fool I went there,And I

got deathly sick and for that reason I haven't been able to
have any childrepk
RW s Oh..poor‘éi%#@ﬁxlggme4uwell, I'm going to take that name
out, but this is just my own.. I feel for you, my God. Oh, I
lost a baby too and.,:
LN: Oh, did you?
EWs Yes, cégkanow you never get over it.

Yes.. You have any?
RW: No, I got married late and it was my only chance.
ILNs Oh, dear..
RWs: But, I have a nice husband and I have had very good happy
workg .
ILN: Oh, that's good.
RWs That has been happy but, gee, I didn't know..when we would
meet in Tule...gosh, if I could have done anything to make you
feel aggy better, I would have done ite %ut because I didn't
know you were having all thatt}ouble..Did } meet you in the
library or..I remember I talked with yd&i%whumber of times.
LNs Yes. Well, I forgot just where we met. I used to help
teach English. I don't know if it was there,ar I don't think
it was in the library. I think that was towards the end.
RWs Yes..You were in the library and I would see you and have
little chats.
IN:s Yes, that's right. And I was friend with..I think you
remember the family..there were also UC graduatesf[,.
RWs Yes..
LN: There were 2 brothers and a sister.
RWs Yes.

ILN: The sister died.

Yes. I know we talked together sometimes.




IN: One of the brother"@,names was James.

J

RW; Yes, Poheheshi®

LN:s No..

RW: No, well I'll look it up in my notes and check  bisés.
LN: Yes, I think I met you through them also. Because they were
doing research work.

RWs Yes.

ILN: And they were sort of ostracized for that. I felt sorry
for them. The girl got married and .. do you remember her?
RW: Um.,mo @ff—hand, ﬁo. I should have looked through the
notes.. bPELEUEL-YOU-KROWs—the people..whom-—I-met with ol
Fwas-going-to-ask..l -mean When I read my notes, I'll know
because I have it down there. I can remeber talking with
several friends, there waS‘ﬁigngfzﬁgmee'#Snzj and another
young lady Emesrt-Tame TR

LN: No..

RW: There were about 5 or 6 young ladies who I occasionally
talked to.

LNs: These were 2 brothers who were university graduates.
The sister also had had some university training.

RWs This wasn't'Cineer%“namt~#3¢85z

LN: No, no, no.. p

RWs: No.

LN: B38nd she had a heart condition. I can't think of her
name at the moment.

Ws Well, I'll find it. I was going to ask?@ittle more
cheerful..Was there anything that happened in Tule Lake that
makes you feel good when you think of it today?

LN: Well, the only wmimg..The niceg$ experience was that
our parents had a little rest from all their toil, and I
got to know a lot of people. And the things that we were

able to learn, you know, there. But the weathef wise it was

awful and watef-wise it was awful, but...
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RW: Were you especially bothered by this| business of people
calling folks é%ﬁi and so on?

LNs Oh yes, yes. That's the ﬁ%son why we hesitated to
talking to you people and to this university girl. I felt
badly because I thought I was more broad-minded, but our
parents were quite disturbed, that anyone associated with

them would be called that, and therefore, we were told to..

I was especially cautioned by my parents to hold my distance.
And I felt sorry because I did like this girl, and I knew they
were doing research work. She eventually got married and
died, leaving one child. She was told not to have the child,
because of her heart condition, but she went ahead and had this
child and she died, And then her husband remarried and I
understand his wife didn't want to have the cochild, so the

child had to be put up for adoption was what I last heard.

But James ,I think  returned to California. He was a professor
for a while.

RWs Gee, I must have known them, but..

IN:s Oh, I'm sure you would remember them vividly once you

check your notes. {&——_

R#+—Cheok-wny-netesy Jyes. ;

Léts CThe older brothef was named George and then there was
James, and then this younger sister, who was a little odd,
She'Qaé..because of her heart condition, she had very red
cheeks and they were non-conformists, you know.

RW: These people were your closest frimnds in;..T

ILN: No, I have not contacted them at all.

RW; I meant in Tule Lake..

IN: In Tule Lake I associated with them until we heard they
were doing research work and because of the association, my
parents didn't want me associated with them, and for other

things too, and they left camp, so I didn't get to..




They must have been working for Dr. Opler, maybe..

I think so, I think James was. George wasiyeterinarian,
so I don't think he was, but James,he was a’§0c1010gy major,
RWs And so people who worked ﬁnnm\br. Opker, waae called
eniid. | V™A,

LN: Right, right (laughs)

RW: Even talking to me..I was, you know..

IN: Yes, even talking to you.. 2

RW: I was touched and very impressedhhow many people did
talk with me. Because I have got some people who talked with
me..it's 41 single spaced pages today.

ILN: Oh reall&?

'iﬁ: I'd visit them every 10 days or so and they just must
of..I've thought about it and I think either they weren't

too scared of being called %5%% or they also that I visited
them they liked it because no other Caucasien went in and
visited people, you know.

LN: Well, in my case I had not gone out socially very much -
close knit family with a very..I mean under strict discipline,
especially mother. @nd we learned..msd outside of following
family orders..I didn't have much social life and for that
reason why what the parents said was the law, you know. We
weren't..I hadn't really broadened my horizoni and I had just
worked brlefly before war and that was another reason too.

v\c\\ A

RW: So youfun&&d say..would it be rlghtAln~séy&ng that you

K
had sevﬁ\of a lonely life there, gkcept for your family you

didn't have many friends, is that 1it?

IN: Well, the neighbor. But it was mostly family oriented.
RW: I have another question. Was there any person in Tule
Lake whom you very much respected and whom you could really

go to if you wanted advice?




page 11

# 432

IN: Um, this was later. I respected the doctor..he is dead..
he took care of me when I became very ill.

RW: Oh yes, which was that, I knew several doctors. Dr.

Mi?émoto O o

INs Oh, Dr. M;Q;moto is a very..I still correspond with him
at Christmas time. He is in Hawaii. He is eighty years old.
RW: Oh geemh wonderful. He sewed up my leg once. (laughs)
LN: He was a very dear friend. He saw me thrmgh my illnessa.
énd the surgeon I didn't have too much contact, but I respected
him highly, but he has passed away. His first name was George.
He was the one who operated on me. And Dr. Mipyamoto sort of
help me through the traumas.
RW: What were you operated on in Tule Lake?
LN: Well, after that first..they decided I had had adhesion
trouble from childhood and then with this library work, my
ovaries were dmmaged. They thought “swet the cold had damaged
my ovaries, and Dr. Mipamoto lived right next door. They thought
they could save part of my ovaries, which they tried to, but
by subsequent operation I had to have the rest of it removed.
RW: Gee..
IN: I had developed a cystic tumor someplace.
RW: And you were so young.
IN: Yes. I was..
RW: When were you born. W'What is your birthdate?
IN: Oh, I'm 1922, I'm 59 going on 60 in February.

Well, I'm 70 and ki% of chipper (laughter).
IN: I'm not too far from you. (laughs)
RW: Let's see, is there anything else that you would like to
11 me about Tule Lake? Did you enjoy.. was there anything

at all that you really enjoyed there? doingzgp

LN: Well..

RW: Did you go to any of the classes or did ydur parents keep
YOU.. s

ILN: Well, I attended some classes. Oh, I did get married

in camp and because of my operation, you know, the Japanese,
the rumors abound. I had a tumor. The rumors abound that I

had been 3 months pregnant or something and Dr. Mggamoto said
l;‘
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that I should not worry about it, but my future in-laws took
up that rumor and they believed 1it, which was very unfortunate,
so I had a g}ggzgg}e, you know, jn-law situation there. Because
my husband insisted on marrying me. He said he knew I was 2a
virgin..l was a virgin when I got married. But..

RWs That WEE hard for you. . ..something happier..

IN: And then I got,well, T did like the scenery, let's say
that way. I did enjoy teaching English to my first generation
group, that I enjoyed. But weather = not much.

RW: No, the weather was terrible. I remember I1'd freeze..
how cold I'd get when 1I'd go around walking and visiting.

I was going to ask..when did you leave Tule Lake?

IN: The second operation took place in, let's see.. ah,

1945, Becember, the last day, December 31lst. I was operated
on. So I was bed-ridden for a while.

RW: That was 1945.

IN: Right, December 31lst. So I couldn't be moved for 2

while and when I left in '46, they were closing up the

camp, and I was moved by pullman. I went to..as far as

New York City.

RW; Oh, you and your husband?

ILN: Yes.

RW: Oh good.

IN: We went to New York City, but of course, I could i

a job but he was promised a job, which never materialized.

We A
That was Wa#R, they wanted you to get out of camp..

N,
_LNi _ What=wes it?
RW:VJXQu gave some_initial I didn'teewtch.

LN+ No, I forget-what it was. . the relgeation-¢center.

RN{;‘,& W )

™ e ]

Ll something.aean i-renembers™
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RHA—THAR you-amean. .

LN: —Something-tike~thit.

Rw; War Relocation Authority?

IN: War Relocation, WRA yes. What he was promised didn't
materialized.

RWs And he was promised a job and left, and then it didn't

materialized. In New York, my gosh. What did you do then?

IN: Well, I found an office job right away, but what eaé&ﬁ he

do with a Japanese college education - he became a bus boy. He
didﬂif“jiyyﬁ#saaé work for a while and that was dying out, so
he did restaurant and bus boy work. And then, he checked
around with the Japanese Buddhist Temple and he found ‘wimst
they wanted domestic work. I wasn't feeling well yet from

my operation and the fact that I couldn't have chlldreny

zyou know, was a psychological.. emotional thing.

RW3 gﬂﬁc&e an understand, who hasn't suffered it. EFeer
IN: So we toox domestic work and went to Fall River,
Massachusetts. And the work was too heavy. I éé%‘to cook
for a family of 5 children and a copule and they brought home
a mother from an insanege asylum. And then the children were
college students who would bring home guests. So since my
brothers had relocated to Cleveland, we cameAhhe because

my parents were here.

RWs Yeah.

LN: And then my marriage didn't work out, and I was divorced.
RW: Oh, I=Gtum*tChear-HiraT.

INs After 7 years I remarried and I have been mariied for the

past 20 years.
o

RW: So now you're married to Mr. 49’, for 20 years to Mr.
<}0¥ﬁﬁffb Well, that's nice. That things worked out. What does

your present husband do now?

ILN: He's an engineer.

Ol  q

RW: JZngineer. Good.

IN: I have worked as a secretary all these years. This is

my 35th year.
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RW: And you're still working?
IN: I'm still working.
RW: Good for you, just like me (laughs),

FRAnK AR
IN: 3P years I could retire, but my husband is talking about
taking an early retirement and if he retires and then..I'm now
the secretary to the superintendent and they're trying to
relieve him of his position, so when he goes I don't know whether
I'l1l stay or..

‘(FJUMA&) : :

RWs Well, \let=S-Bee..l1'll ask another question. Looking..

1%is is a wierdo. Looking back, what was the most helpful

thing you learned about your fellow human beings through all
bl

this experience, wbatﬁﬂbAyou say?

IN: Oh golly, I don't know.

RW:s Well then, we'll just skip that..

IN: Because I noticed when war started my classmates stopped
talking to mejon the street they didn't evenligs me. They
saw right through me. And then #tying to find a place to lives
\th)if you were a Japanese, the vacancy sign didn't mean
anything. But on the whole, I think people have been kind.
especially the ethnic groupg,

W: Xes, and this is in Cincinnatigf
ILN: Cleveland..

RWs Pardon me, in Qleveland.

LN: Right.

RW: And which ethnic groups especially have been..?

IN: Cleveland is a mixture. I've made many Irish friends,

SHpveantng

: Sy . .
tww2n friends, Sloﬁ%nlag‘and Bohemiang .

RW: I'm glad to hear that.And by and large you say your

recent life after Cleveland has been better.
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IN: Yes, in Cleveland has been better, right.

~r ‘AN \
U7 IV A
T\ N e

RW; Oh, As@®e, I had no idea of the torment you had been
going through there, and I'm sorry to have put you through the
ordeal of telling me. But I think it will be useful for
people to know. I feel very strongly on this, you know,
some Japanese in tp%g Rgdress and Reparation suit..I feel
very strongly tha%ﬂtA;SAmerican government should apologize
to the Japanese citizens like you. I don't know how you react
to that.
IN: I think it is only decent.
RW; Yeah, that they never do this again to anybody. Su=pew ., '’
fﬁave any parting words to say to me?

(Len & ¢w~'~\_
LN: Ohj\A 1. saild, L remem?er you fondly.
RW; You remember me fondly, Oh that makes me feel so good.
IN: Xes, I can just picture you striding py with a big fat
cookbook hnder your armp (laughs),
RW: Yeah, I worked hard in Tule Lake and when I get this
report finished, if I can manage it, I'll send you a copy.
Because there are very interesting things I've learned in
talking to other JapanesejAmericansa And all I can say is
God Bless You.
ILN: Oh, may God Bless You too, and I'm sorry that I didn't
respond when Tony wrote to me, but as I said, I haven't been
too happy with this reparation hearing. You get mixed emotions
from people. No one comments anything, but you can get the
feeling that“{hé adverse reactio%\from people.
RW; Yes, I'we noticed that myself. Reporters have called me
up and asked me to talk about it and I have refused to say a

word because I do not want anything used against. you know.

they twist it.

Tory 4w
IN: Yes. If you notice lately 2 people have..g promﬁﬁqpt
AnX

people have come out and said that these people deo=medt)deserve

anything..they went through no more than what families who
sent their sons to war have gone through.
RW: Oh, I noticed that.

IN: Did you read that?
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RW: I read that, it made me very angrye put I've also read

very fine statements by Japanese and I respect the Japanese for
standing up for themselves, you know.

IN:s Yes, and we have asked for no welfare. We have gotten by
strictly on our own.

RW: And you..as a people, you are a credit to any country you
live in (laughs) let's put it this way;‘qa meyEQQbe I should sy
you are»ﬁmg;iggps, you were gggp here, you know.

IN: Even now, people..just because of your oriental features
you're not considered an American.

RW; Well, by me you are. (laughs)

; e
IN: laughs. Well, that's the way 1t goes. That the only reason

I've hesitated because as I previously mentioned I thought it was

an invasion of privacy.

L}

V-3
RW; And what you have told me,@assbeen very, very moving and

helpful story and I'll see that it is typed without your name
on it and then I do thank you for talking wéah“me.

LN:s Oh, you are most welcome#. .ﬁ}aﬁ?
Good-by, and I hope your cold gets over andAwhen youre my
you'll feel just as peppy as I do. (laughs)

Oh, I'll look forward to that. (laughs)

Good-by

Thank you. Goodby

End of interview # 688
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LILTL.TAN NOMA

2820 vears ele at the time ef thi\evecwg#imn»\?nﬂ\+a1ﬂ me

assed the state eXamivati®n and was werking fer the stake

/

of Cali&4g;ia. \fter Pesrl/Harbst
Lillian Nema was berm im 1922 in Califermnia, and at the time ef

Pearl Harber she was empleyed by the state e¢f Califerwnia, Immediately

after Pearl Narber she rmwamiwmdxaxtmthmmm ."received a letter saying that

my sressnee was very ussetting te my ee-werkers besause of my

Japanese descent and that hereby thev were terminating my emsleyment,"

Shw and her family were takew te Walerga and then te the Tule Lake

Relecatien Ceunter, At Tule Lake shw werked in the eireulating library.

Of mer life iwm Tule Lake she s3id:
In my ease T had net gene out seeially very muen - elese knit
family with a very, . I =ean under striet diseipline, espegially
xk mether, Outside ef fellewing family erders I didn't have mueh
segial 1ife znd fer that reasen,§ why, what my parents said was

the law, . I hadn't really bsreadened my nerizeen and T had just

werked briefly sefere the wayg,




