


THE STORY 07? POSTON

Poston «as named after Charles Poston, «ho Is celled the father of
Arizona and «ho Is known as the one person «ho did the most to here Ari-
zona made iInto a territory*

When Japan boobed Pearl Harbor and war was declared between the
United States and Japan, President Roosevelt, through his executive au-
thority, ordered that all persona of Japanese ancestry be removed from
the military areas and put into relocation cantersl

This evacuation was not only to remove Japanese from military areas
but also for the protection of Japanese from angry persona*

Since all centers must ha on federal land, the War Relocation Au-
thority, which was established by President Roosevelt to ha responsible
for the camps, chose the middle-western section of the Colorado Indian
Reservation in Arizona for one canter* This place was picked because
it is an agricultural country and the land has not bean fully developed
as yet by the Indians* The Japanese evacuees at Poston are to grow
crops and develop the land*

Poston is divided into three camps * camp 1, £, and 3 with a popu-
lation of 10*000* 5*000 and 5*000 respectively, making a total of £0*000
It Is tbs third largest city in Arizona*

The three camps were built by contractors using materials bought
and furnished by the Army and according to Army blueprints under the su-
pervision of Army engineers*

Sines the day the Ffirst evacuees arrived here three and half months
ago* Poston has been run mostly by the Indian Service instead of the Ar-

my or War Relocation Authority*



The Indian Service appoints the head administrators. They also
furnish the educational facilities as boohs, papers, etc.

Although the camp is run by the Indian Service, the Amy does all
the purchasing of trucks, cars, coolers, etc* This is very convenient
because the Amy has priority In many things, and can therefore pur*
chase things otherwise impossible to buy*

The Amy also provides guards to prevent unauthorised persons from
entering camp.

These relocation centers are to be the homes of the Japanese eve*

cuses for tbs remainder of the ear*

ITF ARRIVAL AT POSTON

On Saturday morning, as | was feeding tbs fish In tbs backyard, X
heard the telephone ringing* Then X heard my mother answer It and say,
"Hello— —Ho, Doctor is not homs*’ When X heard this, X though it was
Just another patient calling, and want on feeding the fish* But as soon
as X heard the receiver being hung up, my mother came out and said, "WIL*
Ham, that was from the office from where they piok out volunteera for
Parker Dam* They said that we9re going tb gat on the bus in front of
tbs International Institute and leave for Parker Bam Monday morning*"

That night we started to pack our belongings end clothes into suit*
cases and trunks* Vs also spent Sunday packing, but In the evening we
want around to say goodbye to our friends*

On Monday ws all awoke at three o*clock and got ready for the bus.
At six o’clock many of our friends cams and helped us get our belong*

ings to tbs International Institute, which Is Just across the street from



our boom™ At seven-thirty the bus ease and as piled out belongings on
it At eight O=clock we said our partings to our friends* When the bus
started to move slowly! a strange feeling came over me# It was a feel«
ing of excitement and lonesomeness* When 1 thought that 1 was not going
to see my home anymore» Z felt very lonesome; but when 1 though of ay
future life here i1n Poston» X felt very excited*

At last we were on our way; Z expected to see a hot sultry desert»
with heat waves shimmering all over; but most of the way» it was so cold
that we had to wear sweaters* About 175 miles from Poston» it started to
grow warmer and warmer until we came here to Poston*

When we reached Poston we stopped at Block Six and many people came
to see us. When X First saw them» X thought that these people had not
seen another person for years» but as we got off we were greeted warmly and
were Ted supper* After supper we had registration and wore ahown to our

rooms>

POSTON RECREATION DEPARTMENT

When X first arrived iIn Poston» there were no forme of recreation»
This was because there was no recreational equipment except that owned
privately* Soon» however» each individual who owned private equipment
donated his share; and in a few weeks» sines enough was gathered a Rec-
reational Department was formed* The members in this department devel-
oped various softball leagues for the enjoyment of the fane and players
and in each four blocks one recreation hall was used for ping-pong»
checkers, chess» horseshoes and pool* Then» groups of ambitious boys
voluntarily» constructed swimming pools* This* however» was not suffi-
cient for these boys so they went on and built basketball» baseball and

football fields* Then the government donated many goods for the Athletle



Association, which are helping to promote the progress of the Recreation
Department* Xn a tee weeks the progress achieved was so remarkable that
no person in camp at any tins was found without a thing to do* Little

tots as well as older folks enjoy themselves, today the Recreational de-
partment is in ¢fell swing, so nobody is ever caught idle again, thanks to

some of the ambitious groups in the city of Poston*

FUN At THE COLORADO RITO

two weeks ago the people in my block decided to build a sort of
shade in the block so the children could play without fear of getting
sunstroke.

On Sunday about twenty-five people were to go to the river to cut
timber and materials which we needed* X volunteered to go too* He
bought along five eater bags, but it was so hot that we emptied three
water bags as soon ae wa got there*

ie all got our axes and started to work and after Fifteen minutes
of hard work wa rest* Boy, was it hot! We were sweating so much that
we could have taken our clothes off and wrung out enough water to Fill
two water bags* Sven ay pants sera wet with sweat* The arrowweed was
so high that it was difficult to breathe end the cotton trees got into
everyone’s hair and eyas*

After a while our block manager suggested going to the river, so we
took a vote on it and the vote was unanimously in favor of going to the
river*

Somebody said that the river was only a few blocks or so away, so
we started to walk to the river* When we reached it everybody thought

that the current was too swift to swim in* Somebody suggested a certain



place upstream; so following the leader, we walked about a mile to the
place. Just as we got there a person joked, *X thought that somebody
said It was three blocks to the river.* Then we were about 200 yards
from the river, everybody started to run and I was about the first oae
la the water.

The water was lukewarm and not very deep, about three to five and
a half feet deep. Some of us swam but most of the men just flopped down
into the water to refresh themselves, X think they really deserved it,

Ve swam and played in the water for two hours and half.

MX FEELINGS TOWARD POSTON

X, as everyone else, didn’t have an idea of what kind of place Pos-
ton was} and, like everyone else, X had my own visions of it in my mind.
1’ve had ay hopes up that it would be a good place. Never had X expected
or realised that it was going to be such a bard place to get adjusted to.

The morning after the day of my arrival, X awoke to the songs of hun-
dreds of crickets. These crickets. These crickets as everyons has now
found out, are hungry and eat our clothing. The floor boards are not so
close and the erickete come crawling into our houses through those floor
cracks.

Hy first dust storm was experienced about two weeks after we came
and were settled* The dust that we gat every day from passing trucks
is nothing compared to one of the dust storms. At times we get s shower
with the duet storms which makes matters worse, because after these sho-

wers it Is very sultry.

the met
Many of us here in Poston do not realine what the Army had to do

with our camps and what they are doing for us now.



Flvat9 the Array had to go all over our country and look oyer the
land that was owned by the government* Next, they picked out a spot
which was moat convenient tor the evacuees, which In our case was Pos-
ton# Then, the Array had to get permission to build our ocaiaps here tram.
the owners, which is the Indian Service. Attar permission was obtained,
the Army set up plane ibr our camps, (which is similar 1» other Army
campa) and arranged contract with the constructing companies. Then the
materials were bought, and the building started with the Army engineers
supervising# When the camps were finished, the Army had to arrange for
the transportation of the evacuees. But, as soon as the evecueee earm»
into camp, it was the job of the War Relocation Authority to gst the peo-
ple settled#

In Camp most of our materials are bought by the Army because they
can buy things that the War Relocation Authority cannot due to the pri-
orities* Another thing that the Army does for us is to protect us# We
people in Poston see the Military Police standing at the main entrance
of our ca8ge with guns in their hands* They are not there to guard us
but to protect us from the people outside# TOr there are some people
who would want to harm us la Poston*

There may be people who would like to know who is the head of the
Array here# Be is General DeWitt, who is also tha head of the fourth
£lstrict. Hie word is law under the President# Be was also the one who

set tha dates for our evacuation#

GOVERNMENT AND MANAGEMENT
Poston was established by the executive order of the President# Be
established the War Relocation Authority to construct and to manage the

camps.



All the relocation projects are located on Federal land« The rea-
son for this is because if it acre located on private land« after the
ear is over« all the improvements made on that land at the expense of
the Government could all go to one man or an organisation*

The operation and management of the relocation camps are usually
in the hands of the VBA« except for Poston« which is in the hands of
the Indien Service* This is the only relocation project run that way*
The purchasing of material is dons by the army*

There are four main branches to this Administration* First» there
la the Community Service with Mian Findley an its head* Under that there
la health« education» and recreation« Next» there in the Engineering
branch« Hr* Rupkey is at the head of this branch and under that ie the
Construction» Irrigation» and land development* The Agriculture and
Industry Branch comes third with Mr« Mathiesen at Its head and under
that there is agriculture» Community Enterprise, and Factories* The
last and the most important is the Administration Branch, Mr* Emple is
at the head of this branch and under that comas the Purchasing» Payment»
Transportation» Warehouse, and Subsistence*

The people have a lot to do with the running of Mils Government*
They select their Block Managers and their Block Representative to the
Council« This group ie like a city council with Dr* Ishimaru acting
as mayor*>

The government is democratic* The people are given a right to vote»
and elect their block managers and block représentatives« They have the
right to make complaints. The minor complaints are taken up at the block
managers* meeting and the more important ones ere discussed at the Ad*
ministration mooting. The people are given many other rights which the

Constitution of the United States offers them* Since | have been here,



X have noticed that the people hay® quit© a bit or freedom which shows
that we have a democratic Government in this relocation project of Poe

ton*

X love a little trickling stream
Its lilting lovely fora;
And» oh! its friendly fragrance

Like springtime under trees!

Its skipping» hopping» bubbling dance««

There’s not a thing more beautiful

Than a little trickling stream,

««Ben Yasuda««

OCCUPATIONS IN POSTON

Administration Department

1* Typists 6* Janitors

2« Stenographers 7* Guides

5« Bookkeepers O# Auditors

4« Timekeepers 9« Telephone operators
5* Messenger Boys 10, Heeeptlonlst

11* Male Clerks

XX* Agricultural Department

1, Landscapers d* Laborer®

2* fTbremsn 7* Truck drivers
3* Irrigation Engineers (0* Duet Control

4*  Surveyors 9* Cattle & Bog

5* Tractor Operators 10* Poultry
11* Gardeners

Census Department
1* Secretaries 4*  Messenger boy

2* General Manager 5« Clerks
3* Janitor 6. Interviewers



IT.

Vi

TO.

XX.

MX.

Construction Department

1* Tractor operators 5«
2« Carpenters 6.
3* Draftsman 7*
4. Plumbers 8.

9. Laborers

Educational Department

1. Teachers 4*
2« Secretaries 5*
3« Janitors 6,

Employment Department

1* Typists S.
2. Interviewers 6#
3. Secretaries 7.
4* File clerks 8»

Maintenance Department

1* Carpenters 3.
2. Foramen 4.

Police Department
1. Police Chief 2«
Procurement Department

1. Manager 3»
2» Foremen 4.

Recreation Department

1. Manager 9.
2« Hall Custodians T«
3* Umpires

4« Dramatics 8.

3. Musicians

Registration-Bousing Department

1. Filing clerks 3*
2. Office Manager 4«
5. Typists

Sign Department

1# Printers 4.
2. Cartoonists 5.
3« Manager 9.

Electricians
Adobe
Bookkeeper
Stenographers

Librarians
Bus drivers
Nurse

Stenographers
Office Manager
Supply man
Information desk

Scraper Operators
Grader Operators

Polioemsn

Timekeeper
Swampers

Ground crew
Instructors
(sumo» judo» etc.)
Entertainment
committee

Bookkeeper
Stenographer

Clerks
Editors
Painters



XXIX« Social Welfare Department

i* Senior Social Welfare _n Assistant Manager
2# Junior Social Welfare 8* Secretaries
3* Community Enterprise 0* Chief Cooks

4* Clerks 10* Cooks
5 Block Managers u* Stewards
6. Custodian* 12* Waiters

13« Gardeners
Sanitary Department
I* Sanitary Engineera 3* Garbage collectors

2. Machineat A*  Janitors
5* Supervisor

WAGES 2H POSTON

Professionals #10*00 per month
miled 13*00 per month
Unskilled 12*00 per month

SPORTS AT POSTON

Clang!

MA ringer for us* Put on 3 points«* shouted a friend of mine as
we played horseshoes* Horseshoes develop the body physically*

Other games that ere being played at Poston are ping pong« basket-
ball« baseball« volleyball« checkers, football* and handball* The lit-
tle children are playing speedball* catch« running etc* Tor other boys
who are idle* they may do »judo* and esumo'™* The idle girls may do
knitting or sewing* They also play baseball, volleyball and other in-
vigorating sports that teach leadership, cooperation, and make ne
friends* It also keeps up our morale* Cames of this sort are very good
for the body in ways of health such as developing the body and giving
the body strength. Horseshoes are a very good game* It develops muscles*
It creates competition, and Is very exciting*

(Note? Judo— A way of wrestling in Japan
Sumo— A way of wrestling in Japan.
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BASEBALL AT POSTON

Some type of recreation is needed for the older folks, so we have
started a baseball league at Poston, At the beginning of the baseball
league» we played a game with the Colorado River Indians and the
Poston All-Star team, Poston won by about a twenty-five to one victory*
The teas of Poston had the upper hand™beocaus®© of the great number of
players she could choose from including substitutes, Poston*® team had

muoail more practice and the Indians had hardly any. Many league games

are being played at Poston every evening. They teach leadership» coopera-
tion and are being played for health and competition. Baseball also

helps us to make new friends.

Cool Ailr Opinions

1 like cool air,
That comes ith ocean breezes;
1 like cool air,
That billows quietly and fair
I like cool air,
fhere stay the great Polar Bears*
I like cool air,
That blows from our cooler*

But 1 like cool air,

Prom aayvhere* Don’t you?

— Richard Eamada



LIVING BARTERS OF POSTON

The city of Postal 1is divided into blocks* A block consists of
14 barracks, women and raen*s shower looms, Mess Hall, Recreation Hall,

Laundry and lroning Room#

lach barrack, 100 feet by twenty feet is divided into four apart—>

meats or rooms, which are lettered "A", *B*» C", and 'D". Normally
a Family of 6 occupies each apartment*

Each room is twenty feet by twenty-five feet and is constructed
of second grade Douglas Fir, Black roofing paper is nailed on the sides
and on the roofs* Bach barrack has two roofs in order to help keep
the heat out*

There is water faucets on the outside of Apartmmt D* Running
hot and cold water can be obtained at the sho ers and laundry rooms*

Bach apartment has two electric outlets and the wires are stretched
across the length of the barrack, lach room was furnished with amy
cots, with straw mattress, and army blankets*

There s no ceiling in the barracks and the windows slide* The
A and D doors are double and the B and £ doors are ordinary size* The
people In order to improve the barracks have made tables and chairs
out of empty*parrels and wood which were found in empty lots*

They are also planting trees and shrubbery bet ©an and in front

of the barracks so it will be more lively and like home*

POPULATION

Poston will be the third largest city of Arizona* tSwen it is

completely fTilled, it should have a population of 20,000*



In Camp One there are approximately 9*4&3 the capacity
of the camp is 10,000# In Vamp Two are 5*952 people <«aid in Gamp Three 2,987
people# The capacity of these two camps is 5*000 each#

There are approximately 3,27B people working in Oamp One# OfF
this number 2,300 are men and 975, women# There are 6,205 people who

are not working because of old age* chronic illness or children*

HOW m LIVE

When we first came to Poston, the place looked so lonesome#
There weren*t any people around and the hospital looked like the
barracks which the people lire in*

Poston is the third largest city in the State of Arizona#

People are "..Diking as carpenters, kitchen helpers, nursery helpers, clerks,

and secretaries in the administration building and are Ffilling other im-
portant jobs too*

There are many things of interest such as talent shows, quad dubs,
churches, and canteens. The canteens are well supplied with canned goods,
sodas, ice cream, dothes, shoes, end many other things that people need#

There are many different churches in Poston and the ministers work
very bard because they have vacation schools which are for the child-

ren. So the ministers have to work Overy day except Saturdays#
The barber shops have many customers and are well equipped# We

have picture shows In Poston and they show very good pictures# Poston



ig making plans for schools so that the children can go to school*
The buildings are going to ho made out of adobe*

The mess halls are furnished well and there is one mms hall
in each block. Our blocks hare latrines which are cleaned every day. We
have a luandry house and ironing place in each block too* The laundry
and ironing places are used very much.

There are about 75 or 00 mess halls In Camp I and 200 people eat in
one mess hall*

For recreation we have baseball* basketball, volleyball, pingpong,

checkers, and many other games so that children can have fun and stay

out of mischief* There are many more things | like in camp; for instance,
our swimming hole, Canteens, paries, and the Becreatlon department* The
thing 1 don*t like in Poston is the heat. Things we would like to have
changed are to have more canteens said to plant many things around Poston

so it will not look so dry.

OIKX LIFE 1S EtmKENT NOW

We live in a 20f X 25* room. 1t is one of four rooms in a
barrack which is made entirely of wood and covered on the outside with
tarpaper. All the things in our room were either brought with us,
bought from stores, cr made by us in Poston*

There is a moss hall in each block where the people of the block

eat all their meals* Those that are side in bed have their meals taken

to them at home*



For recreation we bave mo“"lles that are held outdoors every week
and are sponsored by the CoEssunity Ihterprises from their profits* We
also bave athletic clubs and games in the recreation balls«

Because the church has not been built yet» Sunday School and church
services are being held in the recreation halls* Different social orga-
nizations and adult education classes are also held in recreation halls

and mess halls*

The schools ?ill be built of adobe blocks which are being made
by Japanese workers* The granmar school will be built where the adobe
workers are now and the Junior and Senior high schools will be located
on the outskirts of camp*

At present the canteens, barber shops and beauty shops are the

only businesses that are making a profit for the camp* They are super-
vised by Japanese*

There are three canteens in Gamp 1, the main store in Block 28
and two others* near Block 15 and Block 35« Another building which is
being built in front of the main store will be a department store where
they will sell dry goods*

Although this life in Poston is ne end different to most of us*
1 think that if we all cooperate and do our best to get ahead we can

make Doston a very pleasant place* .



PLACES 01 I1HMfiBEBBSr

TMs section of our book takes up the places of interest in lost*

m such as the canteen* library* parks* shimming hole* schools, churches

and clubs* The following paragraphs will be our description of these
various places of interest in Poston*
Qmé& Away!

A cloud of dust and a hearty *Tii Mb* Silver!* and we*re off to
the canteen, [lhat can we buy? Most anything!-— from clothes to tooth
brushes and from tooth brushes to cold drinks. During the hottest part
of the day* one can see many people trudging along the dusty road;
their steps leading toward the canteen.

The daily income at the canteen is used for the community aster*»

tairmenta and necessities for the people*
The city of Poston will soon have new- canteen which will be twice
as large as the present ones.

Book lBoxm

When you enter the Poston libraries* you see shelves of hooks*
hear the low murmur of voices, and she flipping of pages. One might
wonder share we get our books. Most of the books are discarded books

from the libraries in California* while others are donated by the

pecpleef Boston* The libraries are furnished with Poston-made tables

and chairs and they are arranged with a «homelike* atmosphere*

Swimming Mole
Our swimming hole is merely a large round hole dug in the canal

which is used for irrigation. Although you hardly ever see any girls in



this hole, it is well occupied by the boys as well as the
older mm=*

%M.® hole is out in the open without a shade; but during the hot
afternoons when the sun is biasing dean* one sen hear flashes and

voices echoing through the hot stillness*

Churches
Poston we hare a variety of religions; the chief faiths being
Christian and Buddhist. The recreation halls are used as chapels and
they ar®© partitioned with bedspreads sad blankets* From this descrip—»

tion9 you Gan see we are not OQuipped with the best* but somehow we

are making out with the help of community leaders. The offering is

taken voluntarily» and it 5s u.ied to buy the supplies for our churches
and Stmday Schools*
Schools

We hare nursery and vacation schools. There are two different
kinds of vacation schools; the Buddhist and the Christian Schools.

The nursery schools have no partitions. Also they have no
books but are taught by having the teachers tell then what they read
out of the library books* They play games and sing*

The Buddhist school also have no partition or boks. They have
arithmetic tests and spelling bees which the teachers ve&eh* The adults
collect the offering and buy crayons, papers, tablets and other materials

The Christian Schools have partitions but they are not for each

class. It is just like church service, but they have handicraft hour



during Kick they »alee things* That is the only difference bet con

the Buddhist church. They sing hymns out of bron andtalso blue hysr

Flans for the public schools are no? in progress*

Clubs

Poston has many clubs for the variety of interests of the people*
Boys and girls have their m service clubs for different age groups*
In these clubs they have many entertainments and dramas to show what

they do in these club meetings* This club if for all age groups*

The Boy Scout groups are also or organized in Poston. It help*

these boys to build their bodies and to teach them to become better

citizens* Their activities are to mafce ?oaten a better place to live*

The men haave a club of their on in hieh they play tso different

hinds of games. They are called 'Gow sad *€h-rgiM club. They are

board games and very popular both in ¢»merican and Japan*

The woman h&vo so. ing cluba hore they may gather to mahe cloth-
es and also to tels: 1th one a&d other* The people who are teaching

these people are there to cut out patterns*

All the leaders are from the comp. There r=o0 outside leaders,



Cottonwood Bowl

The open theater In Postea Il Is called the GOttos~lood Bo 1 be-
cause there was i dip which ;®s shaped like a bo4 m& a cottonwood

tree nearby. The pl&tfora has been built as to stage talent shows and
AShibai* {"-hich is a Jga>-" e talent se- }* Movies are also dotai here*

The people baye to bring their ow® chairs and bmches at the
present* but they are planning to a Ae seats out of obtened iIn “te

near future. They think it ¢ill seat about five hundred people*

FOOT Ml XTS PASS
In Poston there are five parks — fiado head Park, Poston Nation-

al and Block, five Park* The other parks are at named* Along side

of Wade Bead Park* Poston Nations! Jp Block Five Park* there is a
creek with three bridges ovar it, Bach bridge heads into one certain
park. The names of the bridgejs are for Vladd Tlesd Park, Pioneer Bridge;
for Block live Park, Midori Bridge. The bridge at Poston National

Park is not named* These three parks are hose "i1&de tables and baches
in the®* Vade Head Park ha®© a nice sued* Mesquite trees are the only

kind of trees in these parks; and, of course* there are some rabbits,

scorpions ami birds, and mays© some coyote0.” at night* The. parks do
not have Cay electric lights yet* The fa other parks are in Qump TwoV,

They have home mad® benches and tables and ©had® and various kinds of
trees* Allfive park ere made so people could cese and relax and

cool themselves.
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MY FAMILY MS 1

We Case From Orange Country

Before the evacuation jay family smS ™ lived in Santa Ana, Calif-
ornia, iIn Orange County*

The climate in Santa Ana is Mild and very nice*

In our family there are 3ix persons* There are nine really, hut
one of ay brothers is in the Army and two of my sisters are married*
I have t o brothers and four sisters*”

The occupation of my father is farming, bat my brother takesIi e
drare of the fam. My brother had leased eighty acres of tik lead <from
Mr* Oroiidy of Santa % |C”~>V8 had cabbages and strawberries* e were

getting ready to plant about forty-five acres of tomatoes, hut could-
n»t because of the evacuation* After achol my sister end I would go
out to the field and work*

On March 13* 1940/%9@y sister and | checked out of scfco.l to help

my brother an the farm* 81
Saturday before evacuation my bother got ord that wo would have t

evacuate* So my brother ent to register and they said Be had to evaluate

on May 15# 1942*

WO Yvé&ouated ¢ tom Riverside* California
O <& mim& form Riverste «hioh is e nsidorod one Oof the most beauti-
ffil. cities In Sguthern Califor&a* It is the home of the parent naval
<»™»
orange I p £ W the famous Glen od Mission Inn* Frank I* Miller, a

tom&T retseat of Riverside, was .51l1-knom as a friend of the Japan-

ese and orginator of the outdoor Easter Sunrise services in Southern

Calixamia.
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There are four in our family, my mother, my fater, sister and
1» My mother, sister sad | were bora in Biverside; and my fater was
bom in Japan, but ease to the Butted State then he ms seventeen and
had lived here ever since.

XU my life has hem spent in iversidO where my fater -as a
produce dealer for t enty years. » , <

<"March field, an arny air base, and Camp Bass, an anti*airoraft
base, are on the outskirts of the city. As one enters the city the
road winds around Mount JRubidoue upon which the Ffirst Master Sunrise
Services were held*

Eiveroide is a residential city with a population of about 40,000*
It has an average Southern California climate Just suited for oranges*

In spite of the talk of possible war between America @.d Japan,

e mere sure ar wcud never break out bet Cem the two nations.

Then case December 7* 1941* thaw day which msS to cause misery
mé& shatter the hopes and plans in the homes of every Japanese on the
west coast.

When we heard the talk of evacuation of all Japanese, e felt
that since we were ibaerican Citizens, a®© would not have to evacuate;
but when the order that all perasens of Japanese Ancestry had to be re-
moved from the west coast came through* 1 didnft think it was right
but later realized that this is”r and that ’e would have t§ follow

orders.



My father sold his business, all his trucks* cars «ad office
équipment* Wesg;gt of our furniture except our piano, bedding and
a few other cherished objects*

My father sad mother were busy winding up business and home
affairs, and my sister and 1 attended school until the day we were
notified*

Since we had expected to evacuate any day, most of our things
were stored away* On May 9, 1942 at nine o«elock in the morning we

left all the things of our past until the day we were notified and

*
started on the trip to Poston*,1

J

m ams mm gqsuligmia

Our former home before coming to Poston was HoltTillo, California
two miles east of holttllle on the Yuma highway* The weather is ex-
tremely hot in the summer bat gets quite cold in the winter* In the
summer the temperature goes well above 100 degrees and the winter be-
low 32° at night. In the thirteen ymra that I lived in Imperial
Talley it snowed once that was in 1935* 1t does not rain much either*

Before coming to Poston our occupation was farming* We farmed
a little over 140 acres of land* When the curfew order came, we were
not permitted to go to it* The other was Ffive miles away so if wO
entered the field we were going too far over five miles* We would

not irrigate or pack vegetables later than night.



la December, 1 ma out riling mj bicycle* Whes I returnsi heme,
X heard of the War* The next lay ms Monday so X west to school* The
school me esali so everybody noticed me, bat acted as usual* Then
we heard the Presidentas speech on the declaration of the war* lverhody
acted very nice so I did&H notice any difference* It seems to me that
some people noticed me and stared at me more thom usual* After a
month, eonditio&s were the om® but curfew came along* We were in

Buch difficulty then*

Then sometime later we hear! that we would hare to move. We
started to sell ell of our equipment* la sold our crop and were ready
for the orders* They called for volunteers so we- seat to register. A
day or two later the office telephone ms end said and said it was ail
ri#t for us to go; but am hour later, they told us they were not
ready. We were very much infused, but later they telephoned again and

said It was til right to go because it was all a aistake*
T "mvio 5
L the morning* It ms very cool sud eripe

so everybody was is tip top health. As we drove along, | had a queer

Teeling that we wouldn*t be back for some time* As ve neared one of

our fields, we took one laet look at at. The salons wore just going

over 1k* top# of the bed and heeding domward* <4e »ere merely out of
Imperial yalley whan we atgnted the Marine Damp* It ms over a mile long*
A little later it started be get M* The sun was up very high and beat

dom upon us* As we neared barker, 1 was the first to see the Colorado



When we reached Parker, 1 ms much surprised, 1 thought itw going
to he a tom with some cement buildings, but my thought® differed very
much* As we went through Parker, the outstanding thing 1 noticed was a
half-burned shoe shop#

As we drore on, we ran into a blinding dust storm. X thought

then life was going to be dreary at Poston#J

Winslow, Arizona was our Bome

My fsally consists of seven persons mother, father, two sisters,
two brothers, end myself* Our home was In Winslow, Arizona# Winslow,
Arizona, is in the northern part of Arizona in Havajo county* My
father*s occupation was a machinist for the Santa Je Railroad.

The climate at Winslow is not as warm as in Poston# In the winter

It snows about one foot and is very cold#

My parents, before the war broke out, were in Los Angeles; be-
cause my father was ill# Since they were aliens, they could not come
back by train— so my brothers and my sisters and myself moved out to

Los Angeles*

There we stayed until our evacuation notice came out# We evacua-

ted from Los Angele3 on the morning of May 27, 1942#
We departed from the station at 7*30 A#M* heading for our new

home— -Poston, Arizona# We went past many f the orange groves which we

shall never see in Poston# We saw orange grove after orange grove and
house after house until we were out of the city into the green fertile
countryside of California. Mile after mile we went through the green

valleys and then into the desert of Arizona#



Inside the train evexyone was wiping his forehead and fanning
himself trying to keep cool, but it was useless because the windows had
bean closed to keep out the dust*

As we want through the desert, all we saw were the sage brush
and the mesquite trees growing here end there with the purple mountains
in the background* Hour after hour se suffered from the heat as the
train rolled on toward Parker*

After arriving at the station in Parker, we rode on a bus which
was taking us to Poston, our new home* On our way to our camp, it was
very dusty and the sun was glaring at us through the windows* It was
very hot inside the bus* There were so many curves in the road that we
did not know where we were going*
arr At &sstl | After the long, hard, bumpy eighteen mile ride, vm
arrived In Poston.

By them the sun was behind the great purple mountains casting a

long streak of .light across the sky.

We got off the bus and were greeted by our old friends who had

arrived before us* After the trouble of registering and getting our

belongings, we were assigned to our new home in Poston#

ibmss MM N~ omvm

In the *aa«ii town of 21 Oeatro there once lived a family of
nine. This family consisted T five girls, two boys and the parents;
but as the years passed by; the oldest brother was killed in an acci-

dent and one of the sisters got married, so that left seven at home*



This is a description of me and my family. We owned our borme
«ad and my father bad his owai business. My oldest sister worked as a

secretary of a Seed Company. The rest of us went to school. Alice
was a senior in Junior College, Oraee a Senior in high school, Robert
my only brother was a fourth grader and X was a ninth grader* My
mother kept the house md also helped my father In his work* We were
«11 shocked when the war broke out, but we continued our schooling and
did our part at home as well* When we heard we had to evacuate, we
felt it might as well have been the end of the world, for we knew we

would have to leave our heme md the tom my parents bad lived iIn

for twenty five years, he thought it would be the most terrible thing
that ever happened to us, except for the death of our dear brother.
Jade. Well, we did leave our home and our town, but we have come to
another city and home too* We don*t have all the luxuries we used to

have, but it*a home for the time being md 1 think we will be happy

here*
After three months in Roston we are now acquainted with our new

hometown. We are gradually becoming adjusted to our new way of living*
When we First arrived in Poston and saw how bare it was around the
barracais, we had many plans to improve the view; but as yet we haven*t
done «11 we had planned* We have s ‘“victory* garden in one comer *S
our yard and we have planted plants and gladiolas along the front of
our barracais; and we still are making plans for a flower garden* Our

barrack is very simple, containing beds and other necessities*



All of our family is noticing except for mother, Robert and X*
My lather is kept very busy though with the house and washing; while
ay brother said X attend the Summer School* la the evenings after
supper we always attend the ball games and other places of interest*
When you read this story you can see our life in Poston im*% dull*

We are carrying on as we always have and always will*

WM PAST Mil) m SSHeF OF MY WMSM MB MM

My family consists of six people— — father* mother a brother
and two sisters— one older than X, and quo younger,

We used to live in a little tom near the coast where all the
sea gulls pen#* fThis tom was in the country of Orange* Most of

the people here were farmers, citrus growers* grocers or barbers*
My father and mothers were barbers, so I &idn*t have to do much
work, except clean the house and go to school*

One day, ay sister and X came home from school and found our
shop closed* Something game us a funny feeling as if something had
happened* X asked my mother what had happened and she told me in a

sad voice *We have been given orders to evacuate*® We were very sad

to hear this for it was going to be the first time, since we were
bora, that we were leaving our home*
We had a very hard time, packing because we,had about five days

to get ready*



Finally on May 17th, we were to start on our trip W*Poston* be-

fore leaving our home for the has* we looked in every room of our home

for the last time* It was a very il moment nfe.es we left the house*

MX FAMILY MB 1

We are from a little tom a little below the middle of the Sen
%V * 1

«Fuaquin Valley* <~i1 is a very fTair-weathered place* It is not too
hot nor too cold* >>

There are six members in my family* My parents, three boys and
O girl* My father is a tamer* Be first case to the TJnited States
in 1906» Be built his home and planted grapes on the farm in 1917*
All his children grew up there* That ms the only heme we knew* We

led a life of many hardships and troubles on the farm, but we still

loved it* We wouldn®"t exchange it for anything*

It was very hard to leave this home* My istfeer cried and the

rest of us had tears in our eyes* but there was nothing snybdy could

do about it* We Just had to leave* j[
We were worried about my mother who is side with diabetes* We

spent our last few days on the fay©® very quietly and on May 2% 1942*

we left our beloved home for Poston,



Brawl ©Oy-—"ur *km& tom

Our home tom was Bradley. It Is quite a small tom» although
it has the largest population is the Imperial Galley. The climate is
very hot, it is Just m hot as it is is Boston*

Brawley is a very good place for groving different kinds of vege-
tables and grains* It has a good soil for growing things such as these*
Where it is quite hot, vegetables grow very wall* There are very few
cotton growers*

We were farming before we evacuated* We were raising many dif-
ferent kinds of vegetables* My father was taken to Berth Dakota and

so we were very busy* There was no one but my mother to take care of

the farm* My sister and | were very busy helping our mother around the

house*

At home the nearest neighbors were about two miles away* % this
you can tell that we live out in the country*

All of our Japanese friends are here at Poston, but w® miss our
friends that are hack home* All of us are waiting to see our friends
and our home we left behind* 1 em mi ting to go home, end start
school once again as we have done before*

Thsro are four in our family* They are IS father« mother* my
sister and I* My father is forty-eight year® old* my mother is forty

two years old sad my sister is sixteen*



lie were very such surprised when we heard Pearl Harbor was bombed#

iTerybody was exalted#

Hij -ASS- MM UAVVERUKiX

¢ We erne from McFarland, California, where it is a little hot but
s Tery nice place* McFarland i1s a mall town but is a Tery good place*
Many people grow grapes, ctton, alfalfa“"and peaches and apricots OTer
there* Mc~krland i# between Bakersfield end Belano*

There are five in our frilly, two brothers sni one »lster and sy

mother* My father passed away before evacuation so my mother had to

farm before we evacuated* Mow ©y mother works in the agriculture build-
ing OTer here In Poston*

When I was at home, X had to do the housekeeping for our fTamily,
because my mother had & work out in the Ffield*

\Y
Our neighbors and friends were Tery kind to us and tried to help

us with our difficulties* Our family was really busy when the evacuation

order ossis* We pecked car suitcases and went shopping* We had somebody
taka over our f&m# After we left our place we were very sad to go but

we had to*

Our Home Tom-— Bakersfield, California

Before we came to Boston my family and X lived in a city called
Bakersfield* Bakersfield is located in &«?m Oounty, Oalifomia. The

temperature in the summer gets around 100 to 110 degrees* 1In our lo-



cality we were engaged in Agriculture* In Bakersfield our most Import-
ant crops were potatoes.* grapes, Gotten and livestock*

la our family thsre are nine people* There are six Boys, one
girl and my father and mother* My father wag a garage mechanic ana
my mother, a housewife* My sister and four of us hoys are students in
various spools*

When the order Game that all volunteers must be ready to go on
May 1* no surely did a lot of work* All of our baggage was brought
to the station mid tagged*

As we boarded the train, many 4#four friends cane to see us*
Among my friends there sms a lady by the neats of Miss ¥ fhaekmaeter™
She ms at our church for over fifteen years* She was very sad when
she sm we had to leave, Tinally we felt a jerk and the train began

much
to move* After we got into the mountain, the air boom»© cooler.

As soon && we started going through tunnels, the conductor made us close
the windows and pull down the shades* After ibis was done, tht air in
the train become hot and stuffy* It seamed 4 @ hour« that we had

the windows dosed* Finally we reached Baretow, the halfway mark

to Parker* We stayed there forty-five minutes* We were allowed to go
outside end do anything we wanted. Finally the time was up and ve had

to go on the train again. By now the train ride was getting tireing

so | went to sleep* It was early in the morning when | awoke. The
people around me said we were close to Parker* In a short time we crossed

the Colorado River* It was pretty and it looked calm. In an instant



we were is Parker* ~Fort Parker we rod® mi a surveyors truck to Poston*
Poston ms still empty* Only eleven people Sad arrived before as*

Hhen 1 arrived in Peton, we Sad very little in ways dfsports*
The only athletic equipment we Sad invaded a few private bats end balls*
Since More and mors people have come in, It baa become necessary to
have more types of recreation to occupy the time of those who do not
have anything to do* Since the time of my arrival, we have been mak-
ing ns© of the »any recreation halls* In these recreation halls we now

have ping pong* here® shoes* puzzles and checkers to play* If the

recreation hall deesnH occupy all the leisure time, we hove baseball
games for these under Ffifteen and leagues for those oyer fifteen* Swim-

ming is mother favorite sport in Boston* When they sils the canals

in Poston, they also made swimming pools* It is in these swimming pools
that many of the people go swimming* It runs along the north side of
Camp One* How you can see how much progress we have gained in ways of

recreation since we came here*

dim tap 10 hQBim

We received notice one Wednesday morning that we were to leave
for Poston on &ay 2, 1942, that we would be able to take our own car

because we had planned to take a Caucasian friend with us and he would

bring the oar back*

Ib.© rest of Wednesday and all of Thursday said Friday were spent
packing end bidding our friends gpo&bye*

As we were Just going to leave Plverside, | had a queer feeling



i&slae ot ms*— As we gpt nearer to Posten, S fait m if 7T had lest ail
fMeads and that liTisg at Posten would bs a dnll and lifeless exis-

tence* A dsoided I Tsould hsrs to try and males ths best of It end try

to make it a bettes place*

W# stopped at Palm Springs and at BXyfche to refreeh ouraslres

and say egoodbys* to &me ot my f&ther’s former ensimera* Shen **

rsseMs6 Postou, It ms ri”bt tn the mldst ot a dast tstors* la tbought
tt wnld slweya be like that, bat it soon ist. 6p end we ch&ngsd sur
Mixxxds™

Ws went to the reeeptien heil i1&ere we %srs gfven aui* phyetoal
exsminations and assignai to our? xoqr whieh was completely bar© and

ms.de of wood*

n u AFtER OP WAR

Ws 1iTsd in l&rliaart, aslIf&jni** out in ta® eountiy. fhis
plaoce is located in Tulare County about the center of 8en Joaquin
Tslley* The wsethsp is fins* Tkere are lots of grsen plants™ many
feeautithl birds, and mmy domegtic animais* My father was a foresaan
«m a pretty big graps raaoh* Ws had mmy kinds of graps, large and

Jd ~all* o 1 tbount that Was the best, place in the world*. Ws ware «lways
happy* My aothsr did the housswork, my Father worked out in the field*
f bare on®© hrother «ho is bigger than 1 m and one sieter whc is
t®sller than 1 am. My brother Ai is bigger than 1 am and one olster

who la «maller than 1 an. My brother used to werk out in the field



during the summer vacation* My sister helped Coilier® 1 did the jobs
about our bouse* 1 am in the tenth grade now and my brother is iIn
the senior year and my sister is in the nlnvh. We were getting along
happily when one day in late March, ay father was taken by the S*B.I1#
I thought that was th© saddest time* We went to live with my Aunt* My
unde was also taken*

On May 2% 1 was evacuated her® to Arizona* It was a dreary
feeling to leave our old home* % were in Isrlimart tvelve years*
fe came to Poston with th© Beiano people* Delano is near larlimart*
It was pretty hard to dean up our house with my father gone. But we
did It* When we reached Poston late in the evening, we were surprised
at the dust* 1 thought it was a fog at first* ®e came here by train*
It was about six hundred miles from %lano* Hext day when 1 woke up*
we settled down here, we built some closets and furniture* We didn*t
bring any furnitures* My brother went to work in the kitchen and my
sister is going to sewing school* 1 do some work fixing our room and
ground around our house* My mother fixed the room up too* How every-
thing is better then 1 thought it would be* »hen we came here Tirst,
we couldnH drink the water* It was very bad compared with Delano*s*
I got sick a coupl® of times by th© water* Bow X m used to the
water* lhe weather is now a little cooler than when we came* 1 got

acquainted with many persons* We are getting along fine now*



After my father ms taken, m wrote more letterss to my father
than £ ewer wrote to anybody in my life. My father is now interned
in Lordsburg* Hew MrnMe&m

I went to the Buddhist Vacation school until now* | quit be-
cause it got too dry and now * hope 1 could stay in this summer school«
I started this school August 23* | believe I like this school* The
pupils and teachers seem very friendly.

We hare hem in Poston exactly three months* We lire in Camp On®©

Block 13« bldg* 6, Apartment %

LOST AT BAIISTON

At eleven o*cXock one night the train stopped at Barstow for
half m hour* Barstow is half way between Bakersfield and Boston*
The half an hour we spent wm very exciting® 9* went to the part at
Barstow and looked at many beautiful things* After we went through
the park we walked on a bridge which was a highway*

It was very ©old that night so we went into the restaurant and
got something hot to drink. On our way back we forgot where our train

was so we went to another train and this was a private train* So we
tried another train and it was the baggage train* Before we got to
our owl train* we went into about two or three more tggingy ®hen we
got to our train* were we glad because it was very cold! After -e got

on* we were on our way to Poston*



i M MM Las MEEBES

My name Is Willias ~urukami* and X ease from "The City of the
Angels.* la good old «Sunny California.* As X*os Angeles is famed for
her climate X do not need to desertbe it here*

We were a family of fire until my grandmother ease to America to
visit us, exactly a year ago# on the last boat from Japan* Besides
her there is my father who wasadoctor in Los Angeles for twenty-five

years, my mother
who takes care of all of us and tries to keep our

house in order, my brother idio is now working as an engineer on a high-
way from here to Blythe, and ay sister and myself* Before we came
here to Poston we lived iIn a house of our own, which we bought and re-
modeled just two years ago# But because of this war we just enjoyed
two years of our newly found paradise*

I will never forget that day of December 7th* My brother and X
were listening to the Hew York Symphony upstairs, and my mother was
cooking the Sunday dinner domstairs in the kitchen* Yhm all of a
sudden the music stopped and we heard a person ?ay, “Ladies and gentle*
men, 1 have an important announcement for you# Pegrl Harbor has just

bees bombed by the Japanese* Por further information please stay tuned

to this station#* lhen X heard this, X rushed downstairs to the kitchen

and told my mother the news* She said It was impossible, end that it

was probably just another one of them radio dramas* (There was one a
few years ago that had some people believing the earth was being attack
from another planet*) But as we kept listening to the radio the awful

truth of it dawned on us* My father was away at the office at that time

and when he came home, we told him about it# At first he too refused



to believe it; feat as he listened to the radio; he also that it ms
true*

Then a few souths later we heard of Ms&zanar, which was to he the
first relocation center for the Japanese, Then cane the Colorado
River War Re-location center for which my father roistered as a vol-
unteer doctor,

lhen | ©ame to Poston everything ms hare and dusty, When we were
shoMi to our twenty hy twenty-five foot room, 2 &idnft know how
we were going to live in such a mall space. After such figuring we
have arranged our baggage end furniture to fit in so we can live com-
fortably.

In my three months heret many things have improved and progressed,
hat there are still some things that can improve like the dust and
heat* After I was here for a few days 1 went around to see what a
block consisted of, 1 found that there were fourteen barracks with four
rooms in each, two latrines is the middle of the block, one laundry be-
side these, and as 2 looked to the south 2 saw a large building which
looked like two barracks put together, which I knew was the mess hall*
Then as 2 looked across the way I saw a long empty-looking barrack* On

the sign above the door it said, *Becreation Hall*, After looking In 2

J saw a long, dustry room* But as the days went by these long, dusty

rooms were made into schools, churches, barber shops, beauty shops,

beauty shops, canteens and recreation headquarters* WO also have for

m :
/recreation sports like baseball, and basketball, and once a week a
j % (] | < X



