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BOB TSURUDA AND FAMILY

ol with
\v uring my visibs k= Bcb Tsuruda in Tul e Lake, some member or members of

his family were almost-always present and uqually they joined in

vaa
the Exmt conversation. I have therefore titledhuaé‘lfngltudlnal oral

history "Bob Tsuruda and family"., Ixmbhemecnnsennfimmpmabcmmdmnwhsibenin
s

TatkmdnhomBohhanwbfegni i enabsbangnifmeigenlionbin  XEnehabenrgmiisxkixnionhkn
amdnMreunfate The participants include Rob's wife, his two sisters, MNmkrik

M| WA -+
®¥ Noriko and MWrs. Sato, his sksxkm brother Jack)andeﬂ Jack'sﬁuﬁin, Mr.

Sato, and, on a few Exmak occasions, Bob's five or six year old son.
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XXX sisters and in-laws until May of 19&5.t]

Bob relocated in

anat B
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) and very intelligent
E t'Bob Tsuruda was aEmmkx a cocky, shrewd,fxm@ loquatious/Nisei, born in

Sacramento, California, in 191h. He was married ammkomamphemmamamwamammn

TR, t,.MJ. ’

and | . He had graduated from Junior @ollege and, at the

time of the evacuaticn, he was employed &x in a zAxwgskx drugstore.

In tkenapringnofinkfhfin February of 1943 he had answered the military

questionnaire in the negative,xamst Whén I f£kzxk met him in September of
o
that year, he was zmzhdiXke® scheduled to be segregatedﬁae'gﬁianhaken

wxthinnabonhnegt Tule lake in about a montﬁ;; At bhmbmfiimab our first

B &
meeting e told me frankly !iasbede

war

n ens et 2 _ s s
You know, wnatyi'd really like to see ¥ Japan win the =x/and then

. i+ a A 8 had ¢ $
call it a .draw. Just so that the Caucasians get knokcked out of them that

LEY .
they're s® not so damned superior as they think they are." Accustomed: to

s e e o

o ke i e : i
talking tc the cauticus and circumspect "loyal" evacuees, I looked some-

what surprised at this kesx®x bold statement, N& Bob ncticed this, laughed
1 th i hed,

2 "y N . s
and said, "What the hell., I'm going to Tule Lake, I can speak my mind vhat

th?4I got to be afraid of?" (Fieldnbtes, Sept, - A 19&3;¥¥hesésﬂnp591)

LS

HeVexplained that he kadnhhsnapgadupanan
o L s A Ao Free ﬂ;.J
was the stle support of his aged parents, whs wife, andaﬁa?chld, and,
<, . N 1
after the unfair way he and the othifer Japanese Americans had been treated,
he figured that the = most sensible thing to do was tc ponhonfinhenhaken

andnkeepnontnofinbhandnafihgnn aveid military service,zmd go to Tule Lake,

and see what hapmenadgn the future held. &




Tsurauda September ,1943, Feb, 2, 19LL  2a.
He alse suggested that I visit wis sister, Mrs. Sate, whe, theugh XATIXKAFX

o ST : M ! el i
hdisleyal" was te remain in Gila fer several menbRs,. Ixuxxt I fellewed

3. Fer a case histery ef Mrs. Sata, see "Deing Fieldwerk", sp. 8L4-87.
I was teld by anether respendent that Mrs. Sate's Issel husband had
been interned because he had been accused ef singing the Japanese
natienal anthem in the bleck mess hall,

this suggestien and ¥wmenfaheumoiExxEx Xmxmx i e mameE mopmk ek n @xx
nad a number ef interesting visifts with Mrs. Sate, She was a remarkably

indenendent and eutssoken persed/fl

After the segregation im|October of LQMB)I corresponded with Bob and with

other segregants Whc had talked to me. IwxRmmswimEx L.peeall--tiat 3 5 S t*"
Bt WRA had announced that w&&jf'ﬁ‘ i

December hR wrote me that thelwidow and scn of the Japanese jﬁ;!iﬁ.ﬂAkilled'}

in the farm accident of October 15, "are entitled to the grand sum of

sixty per cent of whatever he is making in a month, namely, sixty per cent

of the kingly wage of sixteen big dollars."

Rl 71 . <V}
- A 2,

xiomx I was permitted te make a twe day visit te Tule Lake. I wrete te
Beb Tsuruda, telling him when I was eeming. When I arrived at Tule Lake

I was teld by Mr. Black and Mr, Best, that I weuld net be permitted te
enter the "celeny" unless I was accempanied by an armed seldier, xXIXXIXX
But, with Mr. Rebertsen's assistance, I was able te get tnﬂ‘military guard
changed te a member of the Internal Security, whe Iasked te stay in

his car while I visited w¥xxmaex my Japanese friemds alene. He was

agreeable, (See Fieldnetes, Feb, 19LL, ®p. 1-3.)




I naé’wrx—teg\uxmpbﬁaﬁmlaﬂaeeeeméﬁ!'andwi found m living in a

[AS

ck \with his wife, son, moth an old partially paral

took to be his father, mxx and a ycunrcr sister.
oTTieusly- Ay pt-
fiad/defined my visit as GEﬁ%J ccca 1cn —fws wife served
D
excellent tea and/a delicious chocolate EmksE cake which they <
Laq &
‘scmehcﬁ\@fccured frem Klamath Falls.g[ His wife o@mo s(nt (7t norj 1ittl
’ ,’*r'. vu/.«»"w&
1. At that time I ®%® was not aware that this meant tnqt he
Y00 ol
Wb some member of the administrative staffvi femmnxweﬁs-elsewaeuld Rave

A i 2
to purchasé and bring the cake to him.

Bbought the eake-s or T,

son with some ‘a and cake for my Internal Security Exzxm escort, wqc‘ﬁztf“>h
-1«!*“ — / s
JﬂL4gﬁzg;u3ﬁﬁls7¥ﬁqﬂﬁ*ﬁd»iﬁ'*he-qa-u-hnvnmnennhannedunuabnnnnnaﬁannadnw

kommbmbhnmynaxgrexzendn. -sesthat.] could Ss ey evacues ipkendS-aleht,
The little boy came b?ck aqﬁ SUCJ@d Jimx Bob ééur RERRXEXX pennies -#tre
Sualdenad given hlm,\ Jln 1d'1'fhed

Jim impresed me as having lost a grod deal of his pre=-segregation

cockiness., He talked to me in a xX#%k soft half-whisper whereas at
Iy 3

S My | - : : 2 : . :
Gila he had spoken boldly and in a loud voice.® He had also gained

2. I did not at this visit realize that my visit put him in danger of
being called an inu .

about fifteen pounds, "from not chklnwyﬂ he said.

After we had exchan:nd‘;menitics{xﬁmmmmmmadmmmmmma and gossiped about
wnat was going on in the Gila Center, diummamkedm Bob asked me whether it
was true that Gila was going to close soon. I said I did not know.

He told me that his sister, whom I had visited fre uently, was soon coming

Taks Lodo 5

tcA@jia. (Bhamdmdm I then began to do my job as ammimbemwimmamm 2 field

B T B Lt * P PPN L. I

worker and xzkmsbxik told him-that one of tihie chief points I would like to
zet straight was whether the first negotiating committee (of the Rackeyx

Daihyo Sha Kai )had been regarded by the people as their legitimate
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representatives. He replied:

"That was one of the things that got the Japanese in an uproat.
[ ALL 0f the nespective people 4in the block elected them. When the
Spanish Consul was here they went and made Zheir rnequesis. But Zhere
weren't any nepresentatives who spoke reak good Engﬂxéh-—thein terminology
sounded more Like a demand. It made a misunderstanding. Some allowance
should be made fon this Lack of education in thQ'EnQZLAh Language. The
\ aumy §Latly refused to recognize the &epneéentatLveb.f

Gt
p o Qv % 4
He then described aﬁ commented on particular events as as they
occurred to him, IxkaxsExxix Hommbhensatennfnohanhbpe—ltobaiits FXIERE

mhnnesenEtRnaENENLE. 2 easEtdetnesss LERETvSrr-thedr Urder.dn. wadch
revgccurr @,
ok Agten everny

Y meeting the nepresentatives always came back and at supper called gor
| sdilence. They'd get up 4in front of the mess hall and give a brieq Summary
| 04 what went on before the meeting. They'd take Ayes and Nos forn any
I\ question then. 1§ there was no time 4in mess they'd call a special meeting
[ lrat night."
' "0§ cownse, a Lot of theirn requests as far as I'm concermned 45
purely nonsense. They asked fon porches gorn all the apartments. -WRA
had promised Lumbern for all the porches. 1t was never supplied. That's
where that nequest came in. We were promised. That's inefgiciency
as far as I'm concerned.”
"The only thing everybody 4in camp absolutely endorsed was the dismissal
0§ Dn. Pedicond, and more care in placement o4 driverns and an Lmprovement
0§ good, and 1 think, the request for an investigation of gragting.
Grafting stanted the whole works. 1t was asinine asking gor porches."
"Some 0 the rzpresentatives weren't exactly the people who ought to
\ be acting as nepresentatives. You can understand that thouble can arise

from a fanatical Kibel being a representative,"

I asked Bob whether Bhe requests of kkmxy the Negotiating Committee
had been presented to the Administration as demands: He replied:
"The n 4 it ( "
equests meght have been coucneu an acetatornial terms.

(I"questioned him as to whether Best had actually promised the people
that he would not call in anyone to break the strike without notifying

them.) //
"Best said he'd stand pat until the people went to work. He just /
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called them (the harvesters) with no warning.")

— - —— S

I asked about Dillon Myer's speech to the residents on NovemberZl 1,
and xik whether scme of the Japanese American enthusiasts had used force:

I's
{

| MUhen this came about, it 50 happened the goon-squad went on the
| wan path. They ook Dn. Pedicord in hand. He admits he struck one of
| the fellows." :

"The peopte gathered 4n some blocks. 1In some blocks the represent-
atives asked the people to come because Myer was going o give a speech.
Then, when there wasn'zt encugh people Zhere, a few members of the goon-
squad got cans. They sadid it wasn't safe %o nemain 4in the barracks
and asked the people to head fon the Administration aread. 1 sat tight.
I figured if 1'm going %o get shot 1 can get shot hene 4in this barrack.
They talked to the people trying to make them go, saying)'Ae you a
Japanese orn not?"

"There was G Very Amatk
/ it upon themselves to do things fon the peopl
\

et T

; ‘ty anoup 0f young radicals. They took
e g in camp, without the

: ( i ( d demanding

: aaion. IE was this group who finst went aroun

gzzpiiiovginzzéthe American flag, and akso demandidkfzgz thﬁogz;zppifgp
LA . They were all for Japanese AL04 . ‘

; S %hey wene not neal nepresentatives. Quite a I

awaiians in the troubfmaking group.

S PR B e . :

Homeitm

| any attention 1o them.
\ fow were Hawaiians. ' There were many H

et Do s e v by e mism i o=

| S
e SN

(I asked whether Myer and Best had made promises to the people when

they gathered around the Administration Building. Bob related what he
had heard from friends.)

"Then Myer and Best came out. Myern got up and talked to the peopl
» - - 2 e
An quﬂ&c over the quﬂ&c address system. He promised the people ghep
d&ém&ébaﬂ 0f Dn. Pedicornd. As far as the dismissal of Best, Myer was
against that. Myer said Best had done all night."

B A Y S O 1




D& 6.

M then made a few remarks about the period of Army Control:

"Then, the §inst thung that happened, the aumy-started Zo pul
peopBe in the stockade. At one time 1 imagine Zhere must have been grom
125 to 150. That is a small estimate. 1In this block about six out of
the block wene taken. They wenen't any o4 the block representatives,

At 50 happened. The boys yanked from here happened tc be Hawaiian
born. They suspected the Hawaiians because the ringleader came grom
Hawaii. That was Kai. (Chairman of the Daihyo Sha Kai.)"

/" "The people hiding out had information that was vital fon main-
L;iﬁining peace and normaley in the center. But if they showed their
I face outside they would be put in the stockade. And, 40, naturally,
| the onty thing they could do was hide out.

"The Anmy had a house to house search. The i 4
3 s Yy said it was to get
contraband. They were saying too much in the newspapesrs about wegponé.
Pernsonally 1 think it was to Locate these four boys." 4
2 o 4 Vol cbsentedan had +ald mo +that

2
1.” Kai, Kuratomi, Sugimoto, and ?

Later Bevelopments during Strike

Bob then told me about a secret vote held on December L. which no other

2
respondent ever mentioned to me:

"There was one vote that the Army wasn't supposed to know anything
about. All the Japanese met in their representative blocks and voted
whethen to go back to nowmaley on adopt the status quo permanently on
call a genenal strike. ALL the time this siatus quo was on, the coal
crew, the hospital bunch. the garbage and Zhe mess halls wene stk
élwvnhfng. AL that time the vote came out that they should adopt the status

%gg;LnAtead 04 a genernal strnike. They went against the neturn to nonmaley
ecause that would be an insult to the nrepresentatives barricaded in the
sfockade. AL their work would be for nothing."

R : . L]

))

J (™4

he if*r-f-(.ou;c -

The accountmmfimhméanssmxmknauant of kk this event inpThomas and Nishimoto,
pp. 166-7, comes from the minutes of the meeting cf the Daihyc Sha Kai.
Dec. lLj. which were given to me later.

He added:

"Then also at that Tume They haa a second negotiating commititee

' that wanted us to go on a hungern stnike. :
That didn't £ast Long. Everybody ignored 4% altogether. They sent people

; > 5
to the bRock nepresentatives to thy o influence peopLe. The blocks
were to go on a hungen strike. The people ignored this second negoiiating

committee."

I asked Jim about the popular referendum vote of January 11, in which the

residents had voted to abandon the strike or "status-quo™,




( "This othen negenenatm vote - (0f Januany 11) the Anmy mone on xess
| called thqt one. They were supposed £o have united the people for the
' pdychological moment to spring that question; whethen they wanted %o
d&écq&d the status quo on continue. To help out, the bunch who wanted
Zo discarnd the sZatus quo kept pulling the people night and Legt. They
| daid that anybody who was inciting the Japanese to continue the status quo
| dtnike - and that mone on Ress damned a Larnge majonity - were only
hurting themselves.”

] "Anyway, peopre got uwse that the Longern thqy maintained the status
! quo they were going to yank them and stick them in the sZockade. _
!/ Besides thein finances were petering out. Here - they're sXLE paying
04§ on the October checks. These fellows who were noi working got
no clothing allowance, no welfare, no Lncome.
, "Another point of view: Zhe peopfe here are supposed to be Loyal
(\Zo Japan now. Here's an argument some 0f the bn&ght boys advanced.
A (These were memebers of the group who M%Ah?d to aqandon7étatué uo. |
“They said, in netuwwning to nommaley we'fl be drawing salarces. Then on
top of that the government will have to pay ub cLothing allowance.
That's just that much Less money that the U.S. goverment L8 going to
have to manufacture armaments to beat Japan. 1 couldn't see LL. I
know myself that negardless if the Japanese draw this monthly stipend,
they'd not make much difference to the U.S. treasury. But 4% ﬁoundé
good on the surface and it swayed some of Zhe stubborn people. ,
"They had a referendum vote. Two soldiens were present. They
| took a vote 0f all persons over eighteen. The soldiens with one Japanese
L\pneéent counted and tallied the votes. There was a majornity over 400
lactually 473) voted to retuwn to noamaley."

I remarked that a member of the administration had told me that

the decision to return to work had been made on a majority of 800 votes.

Bob snorted:

"Eight hundred my foot! One blocr dcan’Z even vote. There were
quite a gew blank ballots too."
’ "I spoke to a soldiern here when they were making the house to house
seanch, He was a sengeant grom Idaho. He had a very Low opinion o4
the WRA, WRA is always pulling bonens. They got themselves in hot
waten and had to call the Awmy."

"A coupke 0f days agler That all those desvung of work could neport
to a place. The only trouble with this is they don'Z have enough wonk
to go nound. So many with Large gamilies have no way to get money. :
Unden WRA arrangement, Aif you won't work, you can't get clothing allowance.

I asked about the rumors that -F~had-heard-tiat the Co%op hamtk had influenced

the selection of the Co-ordinating Committee:
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" don'£ think Zhe Co-op itself had much influence. 1 don'zt think

/

£

i
{

' the Co-op had anything to do with forming a committee to bring back
nowmaley. Itwas essentially an onganization o serve the people 4in camp.
There were no political officials «n it at all.”

"The §inst 1 heard of going back to normaley, Zhe heads and the
fonmen employees of some of the divisions called a meeting. That was
the §inst trhend toward nonmaley. They held elections for this committee
January 11. The committee - they are 0 called men with ability.

\ Abitsuki was an official of the Co-op here. 1 dog’t think they want

political power. They were elected by the wards. Each gellow was
elected from a ward. There are seven wards each with ten blocks."

- DV Aaale Ta—--

1. [Jim is mistaken. The Coordinating\fwas not elected.]
ChpvarenTrd

I asked Bob what he expected would happen in the near future:

" Rook fomward to the end of the war. That's me. There's no
future until 1 see what happens after it ends."

"In camp here, 1 believe 1 can truthfully say there will be one
of two things."

"One" they'LL eithen continue going back to nowmal and naturally,
eventually the Anmy will relinquish control - on there's only 400
people difference fon status quo than against.

"When 1 say something's Liable to pop, I mean the newspaper account
0§ the War Department Release saying that Nisei are again eligible
for selective service. And that report called fon ten centers. That
ancludes this one. But, i§ and when they starnt Zo dnagt Zhe avowedly
disloyal group in camp that is going Zo be the psychological moment for
the next niot. That neally 4is going to be a riot if 4t evern happens.”

"The majornity of the peopke want to be Legt alone kL agten the
war. They want to be Left alone to be dealt with under any circumstances.:
"Anothen thing that gets my goat is the propaganda of the American Legdion,
especially in Klamath Falls. They want the Anmy fo take over. The Aumy
doesn't want it. The American Legion has practically terrorized the
people of Klamath Falls, wawing them to anm themselves to get ready
fon any emengency. 1§ the people wanted to get out of this place they'd
have done 30 by stating they were Loyal and going outside."
"Putting up all these barbed wine fences and watch towerns - that's
all a Lot of bunk. They're not going to go out and k&L anybody. They
want to go back to California and temporarnily this 4s home.”

"] came here to be Left in peace. If they Leave me alone: 1'2L
Leave them alone."




Bob Tsuruda 8
VISITS OF MARCH 194)

On this visit - from March 14 to March 24 I talked first with Mr,

Assistant Project Director in charge of Operations Bivision,
Robertson, f s Ipasked him what progress
had been made in awacueeratdninintnatien improving the relations between
the evacuees and the administration. He said, "Not very much,® and added
that over 120 people were still in the stockade, which, k= in his
opinion, was 1204/ too many. He then asked mé{f I would do one thing
FOPCOTRCCER for him -- try to find out what could possibly be done to
EJ[— e d "U\--* &,’(VW."/\\ \+‘r~¢\.b\ " "\,v‘!{"t‘(u BNNLat L Ly Ry d“‘_]

improve re ationsN to mitigate the presentysuspicion. I promised to
EQ) WMy { ‘." £ad ‘,’.

fo what I could, and=lSptMy-promise.

Bn the whigle, however, I found my Japanese Americans friends and
acquiantances mx ammamwlmbmmmm somewhat monemnabaxed  less anxious and

tense than they had been iwxRex at my February visit.,

TALK WITH BOB TXHERN TSURUDA'S RRGTX YOUNGER RROTHIR Bi R Towra i
A

When I called at the TENNHAIEX Tsurudas' quarters his wife inviteq
me in but told me that izzxﬁas away at work at the mess Mas he has always
wanted to do.™ She suggested that If I wanted to talk to Bob I might
return that eveniﬁg.or on Saturday or Sunday. I decided ERsirknoedx

Exx@xyk on Saturday.

!f I decided on Saturday, because I knew
that the Administration weuld prcbably not permit me to enter "the
colcny™ at night, even with an armed escort._7 But Bob's younger
brother cgearly wanted to talk to me, so I went in and sat down., We

. talked first about Gila

and I remarked that Dr. Rekdwwxat Pedicord had been tranferred there.
§Zﬁ's bother respondeq,"Even the way he talks, curls‘his kp;xxix lips, I

don't like. It's like he was snarling at you. He's sure going to get his

1
bald head sunburnt &n Gila,

I then asked what possible hope there was for bettering the conditions

at Tule Lake:




/1.Lieutenant Colonel Austin, Commanding Officer o
Lake./
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, "I don't see a single thing that could be done. The peoples' confidence is
{gone. You get one guy like that in WRA. It doesn't make people hate just him;
iit's a reflection on all WRA. (Referring to Best) The guys from Leuppe liked Best.
\They said he was understanding and would make a good Project Director. They said
Ve was Best, the best. Now they say, "Best, my foot!"

Daihyo Sha Kai

At first there was a group that went up to see Mr. Best. They were refused;
\the Army told them they weren't representatives.

Public Funeral

That was the Kibeil and the Hawaiian boys. I don't think that was the Repre-
sentative Committee. They didn't go just to ask to be allowed to use the audi-
torium. They just demanded and rubbed Best the wrong way.

Representatives:

o

The representatives were elected for the block at the beginning of the year.
ey met together and talked things over. They went up to try to negotiate with
the Army. But the Army wouldn't recognize them as block representatives. So
the representatives made up a petition and had all of the people in the blocks,
all 18 of them, to state that he was a real block representative. This was done
after November 1.

Then they fook the petition with all the names signed. Then they went to
talk to Austin.” But they didn't get any place. Some guys went and hollered
Louder. They got picked up. The loudest ones just got yanked, that's all.

After November 4 - that's when all the people started hollering about the
Daihyo Sha and block representatives, ete. The funny part of it is, in January,
right after New Year, they're going to elect new representatives. They had about
six or seven nominees. Finally one was elected; he absolutely refused to be a
representative in this block. He's really a stubbornm man. Here it is March
and he hasn't represented anything yet.

(:; now asked this voluble young man Wow the Coordinating Committee was

making out. The vehemence of his an352$:13:;;zi§ me, bedause/fanandnhian
he and his fémily were what T thanbdiisﬂ "conservative" rather than

Cnaed e A
ﬁ304¥ﬁ4‘¥ [;CA, ¢311;L:ww14:71

That bunch is a bunch of inus, and Mg \ s the biggest inu of them all.
He'll probably get his brains beat out one of these days. That Coordinating

"radical"[//é]

\ Committee - I don't know who elected them or not. Akweeiki, - people around here

& ¢
|/

s

know about him. He used to head the Coop during the troublel)| WRA took rice

here - prior to the search /jkd&sdwie. and the big shots got together\and sold the
WRA vice in the canteen to-the people. They did this with rice and\oranges. The
money they got from that they)divided among themselves. 3 Ny

. AT @ )/ ‘

P AL
They send out pamphlets. It's just a lot of bolony.

T know of a group that has been trying to get a lawyer or a bookkeeper to
audit the Co-op books and investigate into it. We know graft like that 18 going
on. Abemmwk: probably got word of it. It was getting hot under the seat, so
he quit the [Co-op now. 4

< G a A
- 1
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T then asked whether mamhmpmamgm a genuine election for représeﬁtaﬁives

(which the Coordinating Committee was now proposing) ¥xxx might not improve
» N TR
the situation. xBmitk Bob's brotherpsaid:
) d dj\an ood anyhow. What do we want repre-
T don't think an clection would do any gooc =

t t ? [Z’le (i() 1 (7 el 1 (0} ere e d us
gsen a es or am aY’OUVLd 7/1 re (I?’Zd el

) dO an ¢ OOd- L US i i
re U es tne ; % V‘()b()j es Yo b[?

g L y ’ « k’l/ck :V/q.
J y 4 <

tisfied.
settle the yreasonable ones, everybody would have been satt &

h

S‘ﬂ,/l ;’L«vk f
He then gave me a copy of a statement wxxk by Mr. Akkksi-AMethsaki welcoming

the contingent of xmgxmx 1,876 segregees from Manzanar who hadéﬂﬁrrived at

[}
Tule Lake in late Exmxaxx February,l and said: That's the kind of thing an

1. For a copoy of this statement, see ps 6 of Marcﬁ fieldnctes.

inu would write. That's really soft-soaping the people,"
Bob'é-wife and his brother's wife, who had said lgttle during the

young man's speech, now joined in:
\

[ B4
7 /%l

130

dem's yif%: When Manzanar came in, gee, they were treated good.
They got everything!

My sister tells me, "Gosh, they got treated so good they thought
something was fishy."

That paper ought to be signed, "Inu Akztmwii. "

It is significant that '
on March 1, 1945, I learned that Bill Tsuruda had applied for
rERuwkx renunciation of citizenship and that he had joined the-Hooshi dan,

Bg March 1, however, T was told that he has resggned from the
Hooshi dan.
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MARCH 18, 194k

TALK WITH BOB TSURUDA

Skwexw On March 16 I had kast a Xxmg talk with Mr. Sxakxiyx Sasaki, Chairman

)
of the Coordinating Committee it which he hadmbmhdmmemthabmhbamenmmibbasm
kaﬂnaouulphhahadnnnnhhhngnwhahaianﬂnhnnhhanpaahnlnngx appeared very XERXEYXX

anxious and NEEAXIX dé}bressed and told me that in the past month, the

Eommittee had accomplished Xi& ~ "nothing whatever". I therefore opened ky

o

my talk with Bob by asking him what he thought of Akkkmmkwx Mr. Sasaki. Bob

avoided my question and told me:

He's more or less the guiding hand in the Coordinating Committee business.
William Mayeda is head of Civie Organization; he lives in 32 block and there's
Frank Kawaii here, of Housing. They're all placed in strategic positions here.
They 've always been here. ALl these fellows are not on the Coordinating Committee.
But I'm absolutely positive they belong to that group. Joe Nakao, the one who is
supposed to be the Senior Steward of the camp; Sej Mooroka, a sullen type of man -
he seems to be Hawaiian born.

He then spontaneouslyf}{¢ gave me a detailed account of the prafibmmamm
kmdmanoowaradn irregularities he had discovered as a worker in the mess
division. Most of these involved what he considered evidence that the
WRA. personnel u:i;:eing fed far better and more expensive food than the
Japnese Americans, xsxmidedx "It's pretty disgusting to sit in that damn
office and hear them talk aboutﬂchi;;;;Mé;;méufie& ;;;.Qewalk back to work ten
blocks and sit down to corned kmgxhkmf beff and salt pxmk pork.v He had little
use for most bf the Caucasians emploj;éiiﬁ>the meés division except for
Joe Bellow, who was leaving Eyx® Tule Lake and Mr. Hayward, Bob's boss,
"A11 the xmsxfxwx rest of them," he said "have very definite antif43p§qese

feelings « «. They got thej attitude here; we just“hand out food because we

can't starve them."ﬁ?ﬂe added:

The main reason I'm working where I am is I want to find out exactly what is
going on in the food situation, what the Caucasians eat, where 1t comes from and
what's paid for it. I want to compare that with the measly 20 cents the Japanese
are getting in here.
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Personally, I think if Best (the Project Director) was kicked out and

; Robeftéon (Assisiant Project Director in charge of Operations Division) got it,
i

(Best's job) , it would be

\ NG .
Sirida b??tt;Z; iear down the fence, not a person would wander away.

Tyl L ! known since evacuation. .
Ll Zistratiom hasn't changed at all. Thedoniy tZzni that
. more or less realized that to iry
n the center have i 0%

This 18 home,

such y
~ Feeling toward the Admi

has changed is that people < -
tgsgo agiinst the Administration would be hurting themselves.

smarter.
Since a number of other respondents had complained ammlk about the " oyal"
people who had refused to leave Tule Lake, I asked Bob abbut them. His

response surprised me, because we had not been talking about inu :

2 g A
100% of the inu are of the loyal bunch. I wouldn't be surprised if Akt#euR:
# and that bunch are all loyal. There is a girl who works at my office. She acts
like an itnu. This 18 how I suspect. I told her, "You know, there are a lot of
inu in camp”. And she said, "Is that so, but it's better not to say anything."
That's how I know. Now the natural reaction would be, "Who are they?"

He then, like other respondents, complained about the favorable tr-eatment

given to the recent arrivals from the Manzanar Center:

, The facilities in the new area, they have everything.. Pogcelain.and mirrors

" over every porcelain fixture. In this area the men's.lqtrtne 18 70thtng but a
trough; they leak on the floor and the stench is terrific. The sinks are leaking.
The plumbing is so bad they're always plugged up.

fannenfinabikinhadnsaninbbien
Since I still had so little informatinn on the complex political activities

khmoocdaobxx@x of Octibber and November 1943, I asked Bob zkmwxk about the

block representatives and the Baihyo Sha Kai.Mmxm He explained:

What you call block representatives always existed even previous to
; the trouble(that is, prior to the segregation)}[

Av—eBee ™ THOMAS SO L Moy .

e i to the. block managers and, probably, to the
members cf the Community Council., (See Thomas and Nishimoto, p. 11h)_7
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_ Out of those that were representatives, a lot relocated and newcomers
} were elected to take their place. It's quite possible that at the time of the
trouble men were elected. But there were quite a few old ones and that's one of
\ the reasons why the people got so burnt up. The name Dathyo Sha Kai was first
\ heard after the trouble (farm incident).
~
; In the beginning the Daihyo Sha Kai was the literal Japanese translation of
" the Negotiating Committee which the representatives called themselves. I'm quite
sure they took on the name immediately after the farm incident. Under that title
they tried to carry on the first negotiations.

, It was definitely decided by block consent to attend the funeral and make it
, a regular project-wide affair, by the Negotiating Committee. This was before the
nine were selected. They were probably from the newly elected bunch from other

centers. They might have been goon-squads but they were representatives.

Second Negotiating Committee:

They put in their bid after they yanked (arrested) the first representatives
after November 4, but before the important four had given themselves up. They
| were very radical. That same group went to see the Tule Lake Co-op. By December
" 6, the original Daihyo Sha was just about shot.

Bxafk
Selectiwe Service Notification

Bob then told me:

I got a notice from my selective service. They wanted to kn
_my present draf? board. I filled it in. That's whgt all of us fg§ZZZsa§igezziszd
to do. We'll fill in everything we get until they tell us to come for a phyéicai
Then we won’? report. I figure on staying here as long as I can. There are a e
few fellows in our camp (Gila) who were yanked during }egistration trouble. They

were sent here. They actually didn't have time to register for repatri

after the 20th of January. ation until

4 good ninety percent
; of the fellows T'

al / : ve talked +
g acong with the Selective Service Board until th@j ;i:é;hfgiynszg t??y’ZZ
GreE s ke wotiee for

phyé'l(fdz exaﬂ]?jzczt?/(j;Z- 2;2672 t e ) t &2727@]2 . Q Qt S (o)) = . q
h
| y k CZ y 5 ; ; Z q h chni) Z féjé;/ l l m 07/77.q
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[éob talked a blue streak and I was able to ask only a few question;;1

Resignation of the Coordinating Committee:

result of the Life photographer being here. Now this center hasn't returned to
@y more normalcy than it had then. These poor saps got their faces in the maga-
zine. There seemed to be quite an outery about inu and stoolies. Then Life came
out. I think that was the primary factor. I _saw two by fours coming. It came
to a head when the pictures came out in Life.l

"Personally, I think the resignation of the Coordinating Committee is just the j/

The Petition:

The guys believe the petition is a radical goon-squad business. The group
behind the petition was more or less responsible for the incident that happened in
November.Q»They proposed the general strike and the hunger strike. They are just
a minority who feel that they have to make a name for themselves so they'll be
honored when they get back to the old country.,

When this petition was circulated in this block, the first thing I looked for
was official approval. Although Black's name was typewritten on the sheet, there
was no signature. So personally, I ignored it. I haven't signed anything.

Personally, I think many people confused this petition with an announcement
that came out through the Spanish embassy, which amwmownced that all people who
had applied for repatriation had to fill out a duplicate form. B Tt scems that the
committee just picked the right moment to send out the petition just so people would ,
be muddled up. If that hadn't been done, they wouldn't have gotten half the sig- /
natures they did. /
e

The only segregation the colonists are in favor of is the segregation of the
Yes-Yes from the No-Nos. The majority don't care if there's any distinetion made
at all between the No-Nos and the repatriates.

[le I doubt that the publicity given the Coordinating Committee by Life magazine had
anything to do with the resignation. As my notes demonstrate, the members of
the committee knew from the moment they took office that many residents would

_ brand them as inu or stool pigeons. /

/3. I have found no other reference to such an announcement made by the Spanish

consul at this time./
o

L;?' Foomx Bob was mistaken here. The radicals of November and December were

not responsible for the petition for resegregation.
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Mess Scandal:

cZeanZZ?guihanged ;yews.in Mess 9. It seems the new crew that moved in ate up or
o Thise.  ove everything in the mess including four pairs of shoes for the crewgs

éio; P bioikpgr?odlzg three weeks they had on hand 24 sacks of rice (The popul:

is people.) In three weeks this rice di 2. pula-

: e disappeared. n e

gz%zg; ;Z§inezfdwa¥den) thought he'd be a detective and got inkiahoots wgi;etiZOl
25 fond theygu51tflnc§ h§¢held th? respectable position of detective he waé supposed
Security yanked fgvzugZ§1VZé 2deftrfported people to Internal Security and Igge:wé‘

: ys who av know what th ; ; : 1ternal
now. They are just saints. They don't know anutiiigore was. They arve in the stockade

Rationing in Mess:

Hayward gave us pexmission to institute rationing.l Tt was that damned moron

Atsinger who fathered the blanket system (the former system) when all the mess halls
////” got the same amount of food. It facilitated delivery, but it was not equal. He

was against rationing; it was a 1ittle over his head. But he was back in this
office three weeks after rationing was under way. He thought he'd run the works
to suit himself. I explained everything to him and showed him it was a damned
good system under which we would eliminate 85% of the u changes which had been
going on every day. He said condescendingly, "Well, , we'll have to leave
everything ride for a few weeks. Then we'll try to tear your system apart." I
hit the ceiling but put on a blank stare - I went to see Hayward. I explained.
By gosh, he hit the top. The next day Atsinger was moved out of my office to the
warehouse. At the end of the month, Atsinger took a trip. Now he's friendly and
willing to cooperate.

¢

Troublemakers:

There's still a few people in this camp who don't seem to realize that things
are on the upward trend and it might be a good thing if they let well enough alone.
I pan into this guy (a Japanese) the other day, who works in the hospital. He said
the children from two to ten were badly malnourished. He came to the mess and de-

’/// manded that the kids get more fruit. We're igsuing fruit three times a week.

Eighty percent of the kids don't eat all the fruit they get. Yet he wanted us to
inerease it by two times. He demanded. I suggested he strike up the hospital for
a big supply of vitamin pills, since I don't think just issuing more fruit would
greatly assist the malnourishment.

I then asked what might happen if the men confined in the s®mmkx stockade were

taken to the Leupp Isolation Center:

I couldn't saq V)
& Yy what would h Ppr
a way, I think the 1 tld happen, if there would actuall
?urned loose in campazgzizagog;ty of the colonists would bg g%aget;ng t;oubze, i
H o' etachots. n. the other hand there are quite q féz dg jytwﬁriz’
) cen ellows

had a particle of i Lligence, they
5 |
: : They could take | }
e a ' o ; |
It would start another ruckus. st 4 : oy

lead a pe : : What do I care ab . Vi
peaceful life until the war's opep, out Dai Nippon? I came here to

/1. Robertson informed me that the institution of this rationing system was the work
of a new man, Mr. Wells; Hayward,is probably getting credit for Well's action 7
C ./

) whmmp B L oy wRum muck
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Physical Examination for Selective Service:

One of two things is going to happen. I think there are three groups. The
gutless ones will be taken first. I still believe there's quite a few of them
left. They'll show up at their physicals and for actual induction. Then there's
another group who are going to try to take advantage of the new Supreme Court
ruling. The gist of it is: 1<if a potential inductee refuses to appear for his
physical examination he can be classified as a draft evader, whereas, if he should
appear for his examination and should be classified 1A and then at the time for
actual induction refuses to comply, he could not be called a draft resister. Some
will refuse to appear for their physicals and be draft resisters. But the other
group is going to appear mainly for their physicals and then if they're accepted
they'll kick them (the authorities) in the face.

I asked what Bob thoughtalmmkxk about the prospects of electing representatives

to xmxikizm the Coordinating Committee:

I don't think the people would go for an election right now. The mégutf you
get a bunch of representatives, you're goi@g_to get in a few radtcalﬁiz 3 ey 're
going to bring up proposals that are d?wnr?gnt unreasonab%e. They wi : Zazz.zos
bring it up to the Administration and it will cause trouble. Why not etk ing .
ride and see what will come of it for a while. If things are let alone they mig

improve a little move.

I then asked Bob to tell me more about what had happened in October and November,

It will be noted that he told me a great deal more than in his first account.

Reactions to Farm Strike (October, 1943):

I felt that the people on the farm at that time were more or less unreason-
able in striking, because they could have kept on working and watched a satis-
factory negotiations to be put through before striking. They jumped the gun. It
was brought on by high pressure speakers.

Bringing in Harvesters:

At that time I thought considering what Best had promised that he'd notify the
colonists of any sudden decision. Then he brought in the farm workers from other
centers - I thought it was kind of a dirty trick, putting it mtldly.

Reaction to Funeral:

My opinion might be colored. I believe my disfavor to the stand taken by the
Administration was because of their refusal to allow the people to use the gymnasium.
It was generally publicised that it would be a camp-wide affair. The funeral was
on a cloudy, windy day. Just the kind of a day that would put the people in mind
for a little radical propaganda to be spread. Standing out in the cold, shivering,
with the corpse in front and the goon squad patrolling behind - it was just right
for propaganda.

/
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The good squad was just a radical unit - young radicals from Jerome. The
Administration made a mistake refusing the gymnasium to be used. Had they permitted
the gum to be used, they could have put down a ruling and limited the number of
people attending the funeral. Had that happened there would have been a lot less
people infected with the spirit of to heck with the Administration, and what not.

Breakdown of Status Quo:-

You'd be surprised how many people voted for status quo. They were still
gluttonous for punishment - or they had voted for it in the beginning. It was my
opinion that status quo wouldn't accomplish a darm thing but would only inerease
the peoples' sufferings. You can't have status quo and expect things to improve.
It just means taking a stand-offish attitude, not megotiating, not having a darn
thing to do with the Administration, just letting them do their worst.

I voted for the general strike! I went radical that once. I was against status
quo the latter part of November. Inasmuch as status quo meant standing pat - they
were still going on with the coal, crew, and garbage, mess and hospital, all the
Janitors and boiler men were working - well, under these conditions status quo could
be maintained indefinitely but being very hayrmful to the colonists. For that
reason I voted for the general strike to bring things to a head right away fast. I
knew the status quo would be a lingering suffering for the whole damn colony. These
elections and meetings were held behind locked doors. The general strike was de-
feated. Sixty-four mess halls voted and there was a majority of 13 mess halls for

status quo. So we had o
ren, and that'’ £ g about the women and child.

They figured it would be

And as T was preparing to leave, he remarked:

it

This last week there's been q lot of talk about

dog (inu) hunting with base-

ball bats. 2
five or six months, it's going

If there's any trouble h 3
to be becaus Y e here in the next

e of keeping the Yes-Yes in the camp.
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™ On May 13 I took up permanefit residence at Tule Lake. It is indicative

of my regard for Bob that he was the first Japanese American I on whom I

called,

I found Jim having his Saturday afternoon snooze. He received me quite cor-
% ., dially considering the inconvenient interruption, and was soon speaking with his

usual volubility. \\\\

Mess Trouble with Segregees:

We're just going crazy with the new segregees. Day before yesterday they told
us a bunch were coming in Friday evening. Next they told us Saturday and then Mon-
day. Everybody in mess got busy and figured out what they should send to the new
blocks. Then the first thing that happened they said they were really coming in
Saturday evening. That was at 11 a.m. Friday morning. So we started sending every-
thing out. Then at 3:30 yesterday aftermoon (Friday) another teletype came saying
they weren't going to come in.

It was the same thing this morning. They claimed there would be a bunch in
today. So we went to work. Then at 10:30 we got a teletype that they wouldn't be
n ti1l tomorrow morning.

New Identification Requirements:

Thie new business about getting off the colony is a pain in the back. First
they give you a little piece of paper with your name, age, ete. on it. Now they
picked these up and give you another paper with a number on it. On Monday every-
body will have to go through a turnstile and they'll give you a little button
which matches the number on your little piece of blue paper. They'll probably
try to stop you and see if your button matches the number.

"It's just downright silly. If a man is going to swipe your button, he'll
swipe the paper too. I could forge one of these in five minutes anyway."

(Jim showed me his paper and it did appear very easy to forge. However, I'm
sure it would take more than five minutes.)

Possibility of "Trouble" on Draft:

I don't think there's going to be anyone here who'll be taken, providing he's
a repatriate. Of course the Yes-Yes boys showed up. I think they sent out 82
notices and 17 boys, all Yes-Yes, showed ur for their examinations. One No-No
boy showed up too, but he knew his own physical condition and knew he'd be refused.

All they did was come around and pull you in for a couple of hours of routine
questioning. Some boys had their suitcases all packed. They asked, ™ihere do we
go from here?" They said, "You can go home now."

One of the kids is in our division: he got pulled in and asked the same
questions as he was asked on his military questionnaire. He said, "I'm a Jap and \\\
a repatriate and disloyal." He signed a statement then to back up what he said
and they turned him loose. He thought sure he'd be sent to Leuppe.

The only guys they are going to send to Leuppe are the guys in the stockade
and I think they ought to go anyway.
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I interrupted Bob's sponteneous speech by asking him whether he thought

there might be an explosion if the men confined in the stockade were

sent to Leupp.

There's no undercurrent of a coming explosion. They ought to know better than
that. The Japanese don't work like that. When the Japanese get really started to
boil over you don't see the warning signs.

Besides the food has really improved. We have 48,000 Ibs. of cured ham sitting '\
there in cold storage. (Here Jim suddenly changed his habitual somewhat cynical
expression to one of playful ecstacy.) In the coming month we are going to averagé

8 eggs per person per week. That's an egg a day!

pPrivate Enterprise Rule.at Tule Lake:

/ T haven't Mbard a/éh’vﬁh’g’"dbout Private Euterprige-here. They-hive had people
orkingiall Ahe time. || P -

44 hr. Week at Tule:

They tried to enforce a 44 hr. week about the middle of March. Somebody got
a bright idea and said we were to go to work at 8:30 and quit at 11:30 and also
from 1:30 to 5:30. It lasted about two days. Then they went back from 8:00 to
12:00 and 1:15 to 5:30. It doesn't make a damn bit of difference to me as far
as I'm concerned. Why should the Japanese work eight hours just to wind up with
the magnificent salary of 16 dollars a month?

Rumor about Exchange Ship:

Thepe's a rumor that there's another exchange ship on the way. I won't be-
lieve that till I hear it on the radio. If it were true, it would be good for
the morale of both sides.

I interrupted again and asked what people were thinking about E=

resegregation. He answered in one sentence and immediately changed

the subject:

___ People feel just about the same on resegregation, but they figure the draft
will take care of that pretty nicely (by automatically removing Yes-Yes people
from camp.)
gy Inu hate has digd dowm. Things are quieting down. People are forgetting
5&;;E\Ahf¢0uﬁm. He stays in the background. As long as you don't keep floating some-
thing in front of peoples' faces, they forget about it.
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Improvement in Food:

The food improvement is remarkable. Up until the end of March all we ever
had was corned beef, salt pork and cabbage; and then repeat it. Besides that
all we had was weiners, boloney and eggs. There was very little other vegetable
except cabbage. But from the beginning of April, things have started to come in.
Now we get lettuce, spinach, asparagus. We still get frankfurters and baloney,
but we also get beef and veal occasionally, lamb and mutton more than beef though.

Our only squawk is our difficulty in getting pork. I think that's because
the quartermaster refuses to send us pork because we have a big hog farm here.

And they'll only kill the dammn hogs when we're out of all other meat. We don't
even get it once a week.

Prejudice of Tule Lake'ﬂmm% against WRA Appointed Personnel:

The residente of Tule Lake seem to be holding the appointed personnel here
in an wnfavorable light. They suspect the feeling of the appointed personnel
here is anti-American and pro-Japanese. So when some of the appointed personnel
happen to wander out to Tule and get caught without gasoline, they just won't sell
it to them. There has been talk of bringing a party here and having some Japanese

citizens and people from Tule Lake there to impress upon them that the people
here weren't so bad at all.

1. Mr. Takeuchi here refers to the small town of Tule Lake near which Tule Lake
Segregation Center was constructed.

Concern over Crowding and Large Number of Segregants Yet to Come:

T wonder what's going to happen when all the rest get here. They 've got
just three blocks and then the vacancies. I think they're going to try to squeeze
in 2,000 people. When they start putting them into Recreation Halls and start

partitioning off, I wonder what's going to happen.

Much Complaint over Sanitary Facilities:

There are a lot of complaints over the sanitary facilities. There are lots
of complaints over the duckboards in the shower room. They are very slippery a@d
are dangerous. Also there is no place to wa§h out ur?nqls. In any of the latrines
there is no such place. They're squawking Z@ke‘everythzng. ; ; :

Tt's not a very pleasant thing to be brushing your teeth in the morming an
have somebody come along and wash out a urinal beside you. r ;

There doesn't seem to be any such thing as a sanitation committee here. A

least we ought to have something for the mess hall employees and things like that.

I interrupted again and asked Bob xksk how people would feel =kmmk now

aawihngmanganuinennapresanhahivexanxeierx about voting for a genuine

representative body.
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Representative Body:

Nobody cares a thing about having a representative government. So far as I
can see, nobody is going to break their neck trying to work up a few representa-
tives for the block. They just don't care. Things are going along pretty good, '\\\\
8o leave well enough alone.
We haven't any block representative now, just a ward representative. But
he's always been in existence. I don't see any call for them (representatives)
at all.

My idea is this: <if there's a representative from each ward, that's eight
people. Then, if any problem or complaint is important enough to merit bringing
before the attention of the higher-ups, whoever was interested enough to do so
could look up the ward representatives and present his case. But if there is a
representative in every block it would be a simple matter to bring up minor items
and cause confusion. I think they should leave it that way and save a lot of
trouble, listening to minor complaints. Things will smooth themselves out. I
think having a representative in each block makes it too damn easy for anybody to
put up silly complaints.

Best's Activities:

Best has brought up a proposal to bring up the food costs. I had this from
Hayward himself that Mr. Best called him in and suggested quietly that we have an
allowance of 45 cents a meal and so wouldn't it be a good idea to keep the meal
costs in the 40 bracket rather than the 30.

Maybe he feels like he's getting pretty stiff competition for his job. In
WRA the way it seems to me, every man below is alwaye trying to do something to
get the job of the man above. That is one of the reasons the appointed personnel
rarely gets to cooperating with each other. Black is trying to get Best's place;
Hoover would like to get Hayward's job.

Hayward is trying to start a cooking and baking school. So if the mess hall
personnel could attend schools it would contribute to the welfare of the whole block.

When they sent out 6,000 lbs. of ham, the other day, they had about every damm
Caucasian in the place standing around watching the poor guys weighing out the stuff.
I guess they were afraid somebody was going to walk off with it. (Jim described
with relish how he had walked in and cut himself off a good-sized slice of ham
and eaten it in the presence of the astonished Caucasions.)
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TALK WITH MRS. TSURUDA

‘ From May 13 to May 2h most of my respondents were Wmmak happier

and kore relaxed than I had ever seen them, Xwmx xEwmephmfémmmiblamn

They felt thatxkkmxzx théir situationxwasnimprouniing,andmbiepmdbdmmmibn
XheEpxixkx nhaopghadynandnhhepcmxwixnexpnessednophiniathannhews .,

had significantly improved and they haskadmfimmeandmnbonammekmiiesicttte

xf hoped for better things. Hknn;xnxxﬁi}May 18,26l of the men iyockimex
detained in the stockade had been released, and, according to an
administrative announcement, "releases of from 2 to 5 persons are being made
almost dailyjj(gggggl.gggg; May 18, 19L)). #Awmkxz RwmwnBhenadmininn

The administration's shmombmimdmbonmnsfg attempt to get the people to

elect a committee to nominate candidates for a representative body
Egzdmgxdxyidijaduddiidudidigndjfdixtmxm develcped into a ludicrous failure,
Out of the 7h blocks in the center, only 15 nominated repreesentatives.
When I discussed this phenomencn with my_ friends, they smiled and responded

GIIEXKKXRKERENCresponded with expressions ofs

-<® oblique or iromnic satsfaction. They seemed to fe&l that they had
A

really put the administration down,
On May 2, however, this atmosphere of apathetic relaxationjfwas

W . OK a7 oo ;
xkx shattered by a tragic event., XEKHXEXAXNXe AdLJapanese American //

contruction worker,\returning frmmygn;:;ssignment outside the area was

shot at close range by an Army sentry. He died on the following day.

When I visited my friends I found them wetsoniy shocked,aud angrzjzzf afraid -- l
afraid that on the slightest provocation the soldiers might shcoot them.

Most of them apprettated my visits but preferred to say little,

I tried to visitBgf Bob cn May 25, the day of Mr. Okamot?s death, but -
found only his wife at home. She appeared angry zkm and upset;:l
A~ MRS. TSURUDA % May 25, 194k _
The people are angry about it. But we heard over the radio that Secretary

Ickes said that it was the soldier's fault, that he (;he soldiery was going to
hit him (the Japanese) on the head. Thathadc the people feel better. -<dieiemst ‘

&\\1§§yasﬁéa (JeKsa ' Atdrneit ]
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They were all angry around here but nobody knew what it was all about. Some
were saying, "Well, maybe he got fresh." But now even Secretary Ickes blames the
M.P. ‘

xHxRKnKBRAXBRBXRSHRHRA pnMann
MAY 27, 194l

TALK WITH BOB TSURUDA

L- In contrast to other respondents, Bob wis even more takkakikymminnendhy
friendly than at my previous visitsIAd¢/. Indeed, he talked so fast and
so much than I ccg%d do little but listen and write down what he said.,
Nis sister, Mrs. nuﬁiiz, with whom I had become friendly at Gila, had

just arrived at Tule Lake and our first exchanges were social.;7

,. She said she had had a pleasant trip. The WRA escort, Mr. Martin and
the soldiers had been very nice to her. The only difference I noted in Deeaehd 1 af-
since the shooting was a tendency to make wry jokes and laugh loudly over them,

,laughter in which I, in my not entirely unnervous state, was glad to join.

Best has called a center-wide holiday on the day of the funeral (day not decided
yet). They are also going to have a wake at the High School. That's a darn good
idea. It would be more or less ironical to give the fellow a military burial - being
as he's a repatriate and a No-No. (laughter)

4 lot of how this goes is going to depend on how WRA handles it between now
and the time the verdict is released. If WRA can prove to the people that they
are sincere in their belief that the man who was shot was of no fault, and that
they did their best to get justice, then things might quiet down. But if they
exonerate the man completely, there's going to be a blow-off. They'll have to
build a double fence around the Administration section.

The smartest thing that WRA could do is to start impressing the people now
that the military is more concermed /responsible/ than WRA. After all, the man
was a soldier. Under these conditions it comes under the jurisdiction of the War
Department. '

When the anmouncement was made in our mess everybody took it as a matter of
course. Knowing the Military of Japan, they know how it was. The local and
civilian authorities have to step into the background.

The smartest thing to do would be to give the man twenty years and send him
to jail. Send him to jail anyway and pardon him after three or four years.

After all, he (the evacuee) was wnarmed. If I were the sentry and had two
rifles and automatic pistols I wouldn't shoot him. I'd bat him on the head with
the rifle.

o He had to. He's more sensible with the pecple

t has learned a lot. : ;
nowe B;ie Japanese people are appreciative of that (the center-wide holiday

called for Mr. Okamoto's funeral) especially

i
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when it is an order given by the Project Director. It will mean more than any
500 or 600 words he can say.

QighsT Populer Aut i tade g
i

On the other hand, there are people who talk like this: Well, we can't ex-
pect justice from the Army here inasmuch as we are disloyal Japs and their enemies.
If that's the case and the man is exonerated, all we can do 18 learn his name (the
soldier's name) and remember it until after the war and see which side wins. They
want to bring it up at the peace conference.

Another faction says, You won't hear anymore about this until after the war.
By that time they hope the people will have forgotten about it. Personally, I
think if they drag it out and hope people will forget --- I think there will be
a lot less ruckus if they just come right out with it - even if he is exonerated.

You look at it this way. This is what affects the people now. If that can
happen and the man is exonerated, that will give the M.P.'s the impression that
the lives of the Japs in here are not worth a hell of a lot. That's just asking
for more shooting. Heck, I might walk through that gate next moyning and the
guy will take a shot at me. I'm dead. That's not going to help me any.
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I feel this way. He's gone. I can't bring him back to life.

T heard that Austin had sent a spectal car to Heart Mbun;ain t?ZZrézg h;i
(Okamoto's) relatives in for the'funeral. That's the least they cou o vl
all depends on what the verdict 18-

¢ the impression that the man misinterpreted

The newspaper stories try to giv

the sentry's orders. A T :

f ‘nq their going to have to look out for. a p
ol Pl ¢ that 10 Americans are worth one Jap. Pretty

about this? They're liable to figure th
soon each side will be seeing who can kill them off faster.

Meeting for Nomination of Representatives:

T didn't even go to the meeting. Everything just slid. Nobody was nominated.
S, Bkt otedin adiTen Throrwti whainad Ya o AL
(Here Mrs. Mimsmme interrupted violently: "What's that? senjin (representa-
tives) - Hell, the senjin are good for nothing!")

&sﬁ—continued: Here's what*happens when you get representatives. They ‘\\\5

have to listen to a lot of small complaints from various people. Then when the
representatives get called ir on something big, they take it up before the board.
Their English isn't so good as the people on the board and they get argued out
of it. So they have to go back to the people and report a failure. They (the
people) get hot and are liable to incite anything from a friendly feeling to a
riot. ' Then people get stuck in the stockade.

The people are getting smart now. They 've got a bZock.mqnager_appoi@ted by
the WRA as a liaison officer between the people and the Administration. Well,

he's beyond being yanked into the stockade. You can't yank a liaison man fbr
anything he reports. The people are starting to reqlize it would be a smart \\\\

thing to have a good block manager and let them do
they can't be yanked. -

all the representing because

With the Block Managers, there's less dang L1l
: z 3 . > er of filling the stockade.
zzézgfizghézehgzhme rz%h? about this representative businesg. The suggestiogne
er end (WRA). Just that mere fact that th :
from the WRA offices; it had k oad e gl s v
Lt hezéfuz, a rank odor, that's all. It's too much for the \\\
> tol?zognizmgzzwtzzaZRngs.goigg ti bi able to dispel the feeling (of hostility)
) 0 8¢ is e to trust the people and to make it’
possible in here, which is what Best says he' 2 ot Blaoe - o
? y AU
dtffér?nce'between what he says and what he does?ylng i i
I'd like to see the damn fence torn dowm, and remove the darm guards from

the gate. Nothing will h j
. appen. It's just human nature. If you know :
you don't want to double-cross anybody. Let them go on picﬁ%gs too iy

On{Schmidt, Head of Police:
P 2

T saw Schmidt for the firvst time today. He impressed me as a man of not too
much intelligence. I got the impression he wasn't too bright in the head but he
did have some knowledge in a limited field, that connected with physical prowess.
If he picked anybody on his staff with much sense he wouldn't be able to handle him.
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I asked Bob how he felt about the men still confined in the stockade, in particular

~

QA

Reverend %@, and George Kuratomi.

/ I don't think they should be let out of the stockade. Those fellows don't

/' care whether they live or die. If they're let out they'll certainly start another \
ruckus. Z<E’specv,aZZy if the fellows who were gone over /beat/gg/ are let out. Do

ou think they'll hesitate to get back? ~

Y Y SRS Sl SR D %GJ WRA prlice.

&

There's some guys in there I wouldn't like to see let out. You look at it \
my way, they're out of circulation.

As I left, Bob

e L - remarked that the 1id might blow off the camp in two hours

and if that happened Mr. Robertson, Mr. Hayward and myself should come to his
barrack, which would be the safest place for us.
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VISIT AT BOB TENMMAAXEXHENA TSURUDA'S HCUSE
R o

&g@my was taking a nap when I arrived so I talked for about a half hour with his
wife and her sister. The conversation for some reason turned to inus. They had
thought that when they came to Tule Lake they would be through with inus, but had
found here that thgre, were more of them than ever. Every place you look you can
see one. Tuksash&—s Sister-in-law remarked that you couldn't even have a small
meeting anywhere but t some inu would go and report it to the Administration.

—Mrs. Mizano, ’ der sister came in. She made no bones about stressing
how bored and disappointed she was in Tule Lake. She has been here 10 days. There
is nothing at all doing here. She had thought that there were some people of back-
bone here, but now she finds they're all washrags. She talked wildly about getting
herself put in the stockade "just so she could see what was going on there', a remark
which embarrassed the other women. They kept glancing at me to see if I were taking
it badly. Then she shifted to talking about going out to the free zone and keeping
tabs on the "strange things" that Japanese were doing there. She was very well
dressed, as usual, and said that she was planning to see some friends and find out
if she could find anybody with backbone.l Mr., Pakemchi now woke up and came out
of the other room to join us. He immediately /gave with the latest Mess Division
gossip.

NS 4

VAR VL T o N

Mr. Wells:
Byt
FemmPeleeWeITi) asked me what I thought of Mr. Wells, the Assistant Project Director
in charge of Project Management(?). I said I did not know him well enough to make
up my mind. J#|didn't like him:
B~

Wells impressed me as a sort of weasley kind of fellow. Here's why. We're
constructing a baking factory here. He has a grand vision of eliminating getting
bread from the outside after this baking factory goes into action. When the bakery
is under way they'll make two hundred loaves of bread a day. That ought to be
sufficient for the needs of the project, he said. I said to myself, "Man, what
kind of a brain has that guy got?" We're using 4,000 to 4,500 loaves of bread a
day now. But I didn't say anything; let him try it.

;zThose present indulged in a little mental arithmetic and decided that if
Wells' project were. followed it would give each evacuee roughly 1/100 of a loaf
of bread a day. M F@ﬂizano said that if this happened she was going to start
trouble. She couldn't eat rice and had to have bread. She would go to Social
Welfare and demand bread. kI controlled a small impulse to ask her what she intended
to do when she got to Japan.)

Mr. Hoover and the Spoiling Ham and Bacon:

"We have a fine hog farm here. They bring them up right, feed them well and

/L. See R. Wax, DOING FIELDWORK, (84-87) for a case history of Mrs. Mésame. She was
the first "liberated" Japanese woman I encountered.,/

J.
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then slaughter them. Then they make bacon - but they don't know how. They put it

in a little room and build a little fire there, made out of garbage for all I know,
and all it does is just burm it black on the outside. Then Hoover has the boys hang
it on hooks. Everybody knows that the protection bacon has is the rind on one side
and the fat on the other. When it's hung on hooks it's open to contamination. There
it hangs and it's so well smoked it just oozes. Then they put it in the icebox and
it contaminates all the fresh beef.

I got hold of a major from the Army the other day. I got him to go and look
at the smoke house. He went and looked at it. So they closed up the smoke house
and the slaughter house too. I cut my own throat I guess. We won't get any pork
now. But it'd be better to give us fresh pork than that lousy bacon.

B¢

(Jé;&; sister-in-law added here that they had been served sour bacon in the

mess and that everyone refused to eat it.) :

Last month we had 3,500 lbs of pork. I knew it was about to go bad and suggested
that we issue it. No, says Hoover, let's wait till we get a little more and make a
complete issue. We waited and we had to dump 18,000 1bs. of pork.

: W e Conwrnanit™ Gra ‘ﬂ.; X 2

.(Later T askedhOplerAabout this and he said that a great deal of pork had to be

thrown out recently.)

I figure that Hoover must know somebody high up in the Administration. I've
put the skids under him twice and each time nothing happened.

X y 30
Best's Speech at Funeral;};iﬂeilg) K:oqu\wu§

I will have to give the man credit. He really has done his best. . I didn't
go to the funeral myself. But he attended the funeral and called the half holiday.
Reading the speech it didn't seem much different than the notice he sent to the
mess halls. I thought it was a darm good idea as far as he is concerned. If that
was the full text of his speech I think he's pretty smart. He said just enough,
no more. He didn't lay it on too thick.

He's more popular now than he has been since the beginning of the camp.

Regardless of why he did it, the fact stands that he did do it. That's what
you have to give the man credit for. It couldn't all have been prompted through
selfishness. I don't believe a man who wrote that speech could be entirely selfish.
He could have stayed at home and let one of his stooges come down.

Soldiers at the Gate:

We've got some nice boys at the gate now. There used to be some guys who'd
make you step out, drive the truck through the gate and then get back in. They 're
getting pretty good now.

Stockade and Mess:

I got Hayward to crack down on the stockade boys the other day. They thought
they were going to run Mess Operations. They wanted us to give them their ration
daily instead of weekly. I'll be damned 1f I'll weight out 37 pounds of rice every
day and 4% pounds of sugar.
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, one of the public agitators number 1, sent a letter to the Spanish
Consul, telling him the boys in the stockade were getting only 14¢ a day for food.
I told Hayward to tell Best that the stockade is getting food on the same secale as
the colony. If the Spanish Consul thinks that's not food enough, have him come in
and look at the books. :

Confidentially, I've been giving those boys a break. I know the only pleasure
they had was eating so I've even advanced them sugar on their next week ration. But
not anymore. Since sagmedo started to make trouble, I've not advanced, and they've
been without sugar(since Thursday and won't get any till Tuesday.

The Jam Agitator:

There's a guy in block 42 who's really a chest beating agitator. He keeps de-
manding more jam for his mess, when he knows damm well there's no more jam in the
warehouse. He insigts it's put on the menu. Then when the people don't get their
jam, he makes speeches telling them all he's trying to do for them.

Trouble over Shooting:
0

Taeyewri, does not believe there is going to be any big trouble over the shooting.
"All the goon-squad members are resting peacefully in the stockade. If the verdict
is bad, things may change.”
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TALK WITH BOB TSURUDA

B oA
N Jém was sleepy. Moreover, we gorged on so much cheese and bread which he
had purloined from the mess that not much was said.

Hayward's New Policy for Stewards:

Hayward has started a policy of having the (Caucasian) stewards go in and have
one meal a day in the colony mess halls. Hoover was skinned out of this by claim-
ing that his stomach has been bothering him. Hayward says he's going to have to
think up a better one than that next week. Naturally, Hoover knows he's unpopular
in 22@ colony. They have to eat lunch in the colony every day except Saturday or
Sunday.

In the new mess office Hayward hasn't given any of them separate offices. He
says he doesn't want to give them offices or they'll just be sitting around all day.
He says the place for a steward is out in the colony where he can keep in contact
with the colony mess.

Since several of my respondents had used the term giri to explain their support
of the men detained in the stockade, I asked Bob how he would translate the term.

The best translation I can think of is: moral obligations, to men or to the
committee. We sent them up there for an actual purpose and since they did that we
feel we should give them our undivided support. It's 90% up here (here 34 tapped

4

his forehead). ¥ 6

WRA change in Policy:

I've been wondering how WRA has come to change so much. They've been at it
for the last month and a half now. Always before it was the iron fist within the
kid glove. If anything, instead of going back to the old "do what you like and let
'em take it," they better just pull on another pair of kid gloves.

Treatment at Gate:

In this respect they're becoming quite reasonable. In fact, they're lax.
You'd be surprised how people appreciate it. It makes them feel half way decent.
They don't feel like animals anymore.

<§ K:f'b R CJ\: o

Mrs. \Méma®® now came in and asked J9m in Japanese whether he had gone to the S
meeting where the possibility of bringing the Okamoto case before the Spanish Consul N
was to be discussed.® S replied, "No, I don't go to any of those meetings."” He <<§
then went on to explain that his block (34) was one of the strong status quo(blocks
- one of the geﬁaoo—iji blocks. However, because of the baseball game this afternoon,
very few people had attended the meeting. What made him laugh, said he, was that
when the status quo broke, these geﬁaoo—iji guys had been the first to go back to
work. Returning to the topic of the gates he said:
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"I think if it could be possible it might be a darned good idea to get the
Army away from the gates entirely and put decent Internal Security men there, un-
armed. "

Wells' Idea on Mess:

Wells wants to have each block mess staffed only by people who live in the
block. That's not a good idea. Whenever you have people in your own block in the
mess halls it's very difficult to lodge a complaint. You ecan't complain about
people when you come face to face with them every day. Another thing, when the mess
halls are staffed by people in the block there's always a lot of food that doesn't
get to the people in the block. It's too close to home. Especially they can sneak
things out on the early morning crew when they get there at 4:30 a.m.
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CALL AT THE TSURUDAS!

Bxxxzi(gn the interval between my visit of June 20 and this visit of
June 25 two men, stigmatized as inu XEXEEXX (informer) had been severely
beaten and several had been threatened. Wob appeared very disturhed during
this visit of June 25 and I, at this time, s cound nct understand why this
should be so. xﬁnnxnmnnhhxniﬁiﬁiniaxaxpxnxnﬁnxnhaxniﬁ;nSuxh!nHahﬁdapnannnhnahn
irinxdxﬁxmmmxhnm&miuxﬁxnkuxmxhnidxmnxhhahmﬁuhm Bob was permitted to relocate
in September and on October 25, Susie Wakida, a mutual friend from Gila, told
me that Bob had relocated because his life had been threatend:1

,-Boh. Tsuruda.went..out (of Tule Lake) because_he was. threatend by the

\Manzanar group. The Manzanar group told him to bring them sugar from the

| Warehoude. He refused. They told him they'd get him sometime when he

was going home from work. He said he might as well get out cf camp if they
L_were going to kill him.

L_} wrote to Bob, who was at that time in the Topaz Center and asked x% him

if he cared to tell me about this, He did not answer my 1ette;j1




Attitude of People in Tule Lake - the Co-op:

Bt I'm getting sick of the attitude of the peocple. They are always cutting each
‘others throats. Take the "well organized Co-op" for instance. Heretofore there has
been a rumor that quite a few of the boys high up in the Co-op very nicely relocated
with a big wad of dough. That's a very nice thing to do to the poor Japs in here.

J/// They claim it is the policy of all good Co-ops only to pay off when their work-

ing capital is tripled - then the dividend can be paid. But inasmuch as the people
are stuck here for the duration, I don't think that's necessary. Instead of paying
off, what do they do? Build a new soda water factory and other things, and you
can't tell me they're going to be able to pay that off in one summer.

The Co-op also has from 180 to 200 cases of Troco Margarine. I'd like to know
where they got it because that stuff is on the point 1list. (I heard another accusa-
tion of the Co-op getting produce on the black market yesterday, this time the items
were hot plates.) . !

: \ toagAT |

Mo;:;Eg: (J4ms sister-in-law) I was in the Co-op yesterday when AkSbsTRi came in.
You know, we all turned the back to him. Every one of us. You could see how it
was - public inu number 1.

Sof _ Wroremt
Jim: Fgnaéswi, (ex-Coordinating Committee member) tried to gyp us out of about 100
cakes of tofu the other day. The tofu is sent to the messes in tubs of about 50
cakes each. Each mess called up and complained that they were from 5 to ten cakes
short. I went to see Yemeséni about it. He said, "Of course, it's possible that
the fellows in the mess'took them home with them.”" He finally promised that the
Co-op would make the loss) good. :

“Wnnaf <2/run
Job for Mr. Best's Son

Did you know that in order to create a job for Best's son (as messenger), they
fired four or five of the Japanese messengers?

Jim's Current Disgust with Camp:

When I came here I expected to find quite a different atmosphere. When the
people realized they were here for the same reason, I expected that they would be
willing to help a guy when he needed it. Instead, now if you've got five dollars
they'll think of how they can get it away from you.

Some of the smartest people I know are getting disgusted. These are real in-
telligent people. They came here and expected to find a cooperative atmosphere and
they 're pretty well disgusted. Their vemarks add up to something like this: "It's
not a case now of whether I want to go back to the old country. It's a case of
whether I can stay here long enough to go back to the old country and still retain
my self-respect.”

The trouble is they expect you to act like a darm radical and go out and kill
every hakujinyon the other side of the fence and when you don't act like that you

are an 11u. —]
=\ nt 5,’&@-'\(\
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Jim is Considering Relocation: ;

The only reason I'd consider relocation is that I've got a pretty good thing
coming up. As you should know by this time, the majority of Nisei came in here be-
cause they didn't want to go into the Army. That's one of the main reasons why the
Nisei are here, 98% of them, myself included. I couldn't see fit to pack a gun for
something I didn't see my way clear to. If they had treated us differently, I would
have volunteered. Now, seeing as how they're deferring people over 26, I think I
might take a chance.

You see, if the war lasts three more years, I'll be 33. Then I get deported to
Japan. It'll take me ten years to get on my feet. It seems to me Germany is going
to pull a flopperco. I wouldn't want to be here when that happens. I don't care if
Japan has 17 kinds of Yamato Damashii, she isn't going to be able to buck fighting
three big nations. ;

L { P

": vl = A,

(g, told me that he had been offered a pretty good job in the Washington office
by Hayward. He figured that if he took this, even if he were drafted, the war would
probably be over before he got sent overseas.)

Power of Colonists' belief in Japanese Victory:

Believe it or not a fellow told me the other day that Japan was going to have
a decisive victory and that the war would be over in seven days! A girl told me the
other day, "You're so thoroughly Americanized, I don't believe you belong here."

B

$@m's Self Analvsis:

My coming here was in itself a defense mechanism. It was another retaliatory
action to get even with the way I'd been treated previously. On the other hand, T
feel that in retaliating I not only hurt the govermment, but eventually I'll hurt
myself more. ’

The only people Japan actually wants are those she can use immediately after
the war, diplomats and persons with Engineering degrees. I've been telling people,
1f Japan should lose the war, which there's a very good chance of her doing right
now, and if we were to relocate and were placed on the same standard of living as the
Negro in this country, we'd still be able to have a better standard of living than

as poor people in Japan. Besides, when the Japanese went to the south, they were
never treated as the Negroes were.

Demoralization of 0ld Men:

A lot of the old men are getting goofier and goofier. They stand around in the
latrines and mutter to themselves. I think they're losing their minds.

K asked Bob what he thought might happen in the center if there were
a Japanese victory in the Pacific.

R
7'd hate to see it happen. In spite of the fact that the Intermal Securtty 18

A REXE f
on the lookout for short wave receivers, if the local broadcagto gegjnfi iZZhZPZhepe'd
the vietory and the short wave broadeasts were to exagqer;ﬁe 1T t
f/ be no holding the pressure gang (Resegregation\Group) in here.
I Aprapardled oArct g0 QROABIAVE Trman crmin Hram |,
N : b
Tf thepe were a very decisive victory, I think theyz ¢
; Especially among certain people who have dectde

I've often wondered.
be a great breakdown in morale.
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that Japan couldn't lose. With the breakdown in morale there would come a time
when some of them would try in some way to avenge the defeat of Japan. When that
happens, they'd better start building more fences.

IEgEkegbgbcut the new Police Commissicn being contemplated by the Administration.

I don't know. I don't think it's going to be such a hot idea. The people aren't
going to like it, I think. It's giving the people the impression that they're putting
them under additional surveillance.

Co-op:
It wouldn't surprise me a bit if Mr. Best wasn't getting a little from the Co-op.

Inasmuch  as there have been three dividends passed up for lack of funds. That
starts to smell.

Appointed Personnel Misdeeds:

Private Sherwood is the vet here. He and the storekeeper for the butcher shop
(Caucasian) got to feeling good one night. The private had a WRA car and WRA gas,
which he was to turn in at six o'clock in the evening. But they decided to take a
trip to Alturas. They got bottles, picked up some minor girls, all partook of the
bottle, the little girl wanted to drive, 45, 50, 55 - CRASH - no car. The WRA was
able to hush hush the local papers but it got into the Easterm papers and got to the
ears of Dillon S. Myer. Myer, not being connected with the Army, couldn't do any-
thing to the soldier, but the other guy got his throat cut from ear to ear (figuratively
speaking). His name was George McKee.

4dbout Muir, head of Procurement - it seems he and Mr. Hayward applied for gas
rationing coupons at the same time. Hayward asked for 400 miles a month. Muir,
thinking he's a pretty big shot, asked for 800 miles. Hayward got his gas, but they
put a spotter on Muir to see why he needed so much gas. They followed Mrs. Muir
out to Tule and Klamath, where she likes to go to get her hair fixed. So they said,
"Sorry, no gas." Now he's got to appeal to Sacramento. 4nd he's the guy who

Zgreamed like hell when mess operations went over the budget a couple of thousand
Llars.

36 3 % 3¢ 3 3 # 3¢

3
[/;fter the mg?der of Mr. Noma on July @9, I did not go into the "Japanese
—

section to visit people until they invited me. (I made my first visit on

July 18.% MeanwkitegnannumbennofinRan I did, however, manage to have a short

]
Wisit with Bob xxxxixxxnxkpixxnTInEE!pﬁiﬁfeh-gggﬁon July 17TSin a warehcuse

in the administrative section where he was employed:y
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Went t0<§ig“s workplace (in the Administrative section) today to give him the
sausage he had asked me to get for him in Berkeley. He said he would like to have
me come to see him, but says that since he has been seen a lot with Hayward, his
boss, he fears he is developing some slight reputation as an inu. We will try to
meet someplace this side of the fence and I anticipate a considerable amount of
information. In hurried asides, Jim told me that what surprised him most of all
in the last two weeks is the quiet way most people took the acquittal of the
soldier. No protest was made. He had expected something. He added that "you
never saw such a mess as the murder.” He visited the scene later and found an
enormous pool of blood. "The fumny thing is,"” he continued "that the murder has
split the camp into two parts. Half feel sorry for the guy and the other half are
glad. Of course they say he was killed for embezzling Co-op funds, but that was
Just talk. Nobody could prove it.” Jim is following out his plan as mexedored—in
"pgeviousfneﬁgsVand has asked for leave clearance. His hearing is on the 19th.

i *‘\)’"‘L Mg J/A—"r Q.

He remarked that he thought that the Administration was deliberately not making
serious efforts to find the murderer. "If the people think that the murderer is
loose in camp, more of them will want to relocate. I was in Lechliter's office the
other day and saw a tremendous sheet of applications for leave clearance." ~Sew-
Sonalily, I ghink -JFim is exaggerating a biteedewt-that-some.of the NG, I dinu-wantwto
get out“of eamp;-cannotk beattbted. ) ’ ;g

W 3 ¢ 3 3¢ 3 % 3¢
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My notes for Augusthhavowbscn lost. It may be that because of his waxmiwgsx

Bob

warnings about being zkigmxkizes called an inu T did not visif/®im again

D;LO’L "v"hl—\,\:‘/"—
until August 19. I have one guweba®ioan from him on that datef, made miockkmx
timenofinhhenhungennstirikeninnthenatookade. a few days after the men in the
M¥uwgmaeeS stockade had stopped their hunger strike.
o Rwxenax
BOB TSURUDA - August 19, 19kl

Hunger Strike in Stockide

I don't see why they went on a hunger strike. They weren't doing the WRA any
harm. They were just harming themselves. It made us sad though. I kind of
pitied them,

1(}(\(%77
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VISIT WITH J=BidsBBEHT ¥

Knowing thatl]l1is leaving Tule Lake within a few days to take up.residencg in
Topaz preliminary to relocating, I thought it well to get a last interview. .Hav1ng
known Jesn since before segregation and having received a long statement on his reasons
for coming to Tule Lake and many statements on his reactions to Tule events, I was
anxious to get his "last words."

Current Rumors:

I've heard from a Caucasian (Wells) that eventually, should some pronounced vic-
tory come in the South Pacific, they are going to close down all leave cZearance.here.
Also I've heard that what with Best visiting Minidoka and Topaz, the rumor is
they might try to concentrate one of those centers by making them into another center.

It isn't very economical to keep them all open.

N oW o :
~““"Murder Investigation:

T haven't heard a thing about the murder investigation except that somebody has
been picking up some of the stockade people.

Present Opinion of Daihyo Sha Kai:

My idea - the things they demanded for the residents in camp were a little far
fetched, but I still think that on the whole they were a pretty decent lot.

(We now began to talk about the "big shot agitators" of the Manzanar section and
the Black Tigers.Y’r » "

l_It is mmpnofbomnbmmme unfortunate but significant that I did not record any
part of this conversation, Bob did not tell me that he had been threatened, but
he prcbably xmkvhoms mxdemneamankanbhanmmhpuk told me something that might have

caused t rouble for either of us, had my notes been "confiscated" by some
member of the administration, 7 '

Kot
(I then asked J@m for his opinion of the state of mind of the transferees when
? they entered Tule and was impressed by his insight.)

¥ sentment that arose was brought on by their feeling of frustration.”

Defense of the Nisei:

) "When they came here they thought it was going to be a Japanese Utopia. The re- m\\\y

334‘ (Perhaps because he knew that this was the last time we would probably talk together,
jﬁﬁ\turned the conversation to the draft dodgers (he has told me he is one) and to an
explanation of their action.)

In Japan, when a son itz drafted into the Army he is considered as having made a
success in his life so far. I admit it's a militaristic attitude, but that's how it is.

If you had been in Stockton before evacuation, you would not have heard anything
about not wanting to go to war. The first generation in this country carried that view-
point up till the very time of their evacuation.

I've seen fellows drafted in Stockton and practically the whole population of the
town turned out to see them off at the train. There'’s a very desp feeling behind it.

In Japan when a man goes into the Army in war time, nobody expects him to come
back. That's why there's such a large turnout of friends. When a soldier goes there's
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no such word as "when you come back". That's something that a Caucasian never wunder-
stands.

The Japanese feel that a soldier cannot do his best work if he has his mind on
preserving his safety and getting back to his friends and family.

In Stockton when there were 20 or 25 people seeing off a Negro or a Caucasian
there were 300 to 400 seeing off a Japanese. Every time a young fellow was drafted
it was just a town affair.

When the people were feeling like that DeWitt should have left them alone. Be-
cause i1f he had, he'dhave gotten as good a bunch of soldiers as he could have gotten

any place else in the world.
D ko @l
Resegregation Rumors: Mo ax L

e Vo

They have died down.

Number of Sincere Resegregationists:

Wells told me they had 3,000. But you must remember that that was when they had
that petition when they asked them who wanted to go back (to Japan) on the first boat.
I think that there are about 1,000 now who really want to go back and there might
not be that many.
Present Feeling Toward New Co-op Board: )¢ > LY EP

There is no feeling against the new Co-op Board. It seems as though the majority
of the people feel that the present directors of the Co-op are making a sincere effort
to do their best. Their viewpoint is substantiated by the fact that the Co-op paper
i making very deep explanations as to how the stock is brought in, their sales, their
rebates, etc. It seems to be they're trying to explain that. On the whole it makes
a good impression. It gives the people the idea that the Co-op wants them to know
what's going on instead of trying to keep everything a secret so they can snitch on
the side. ;

) QY B

~ Attitudes Toward War News :

There are two schools of thought right now. One is that Japan is taking an awful
beating and we better get out /of camp/ while the getting is good. And you'd be sur-
prised how many of these there are!

The other is a more or less hard-headed view which is that all the losses and
all the defeats that Japan is suffering is all military strategy. You'd be surprised
how hard-headed some of these people are.

I had one fellow come out and tell me no matter how long the war lasts, Japan is
bound to win. Of course, what I thought I didn't tell him.

(I asked Jim just about how many people he thought belonged to each group. He
remarked on the unreliability of the statement he was about to make but tOok a stab
ataitiy)

As far as I know, I would say that a good 70% are now having their doubts about
a victorious country back home. The other 30% are the ones who insist that they're
going to go back there regardless of which side is viectorious.

And among that 70%, you'd be surprised how many are repatriates and expatriates.

A bunch of Kibeis were talking the other day about going back to Japan during the
war. When you consider that they were all young fellows who came from back there within
the last seven to ten years, and some more recently, ... (there were 7 or 8 of them
talking) ... the question was, 'If they have to go back during the war and go into the




\

o 29

Army and give their life for their country, would they still be as anxious to go back
right now, as after the war.'" And I'm telling you, not a damn one of them answered.
There's a lot of them like that.

If an exchange boat came right now there would be very few of them of Army age

on 1t.
Y)N‘
\

Egg Analyzes Himself:

Sometimes I wonder at my own change of attitude. I didn't come here with the
feeling that I absolutely wanted to go back. The one thing that decided me on going
out (relocating) was the attitude of the people in the camp. They're not my idea of
what I thought a Japanese should be. I'm very disappointed.

This business of dog eat dog and if they don't get what they want, all they know
what to do is agitate for it.

As far as I can remember, I've had a half way sort of pride in the fact that the
Japanese people were more or less of an intellectual group. When they start to con-
duct themselves like skid-row bums, that's too bad. Just because they became repatriates
and were in a camp that was basically Japanese, they didn't have to get all uppish
and conduct themselves in the manner that they did.

Jgi?ihen told me with pride that he had been given a swell farewell party by the

- Mess Division. They had about three cases of pop and a tremendous cake, baked in
individual sections "and each section individually decorated.” He really thought that
was swell. T asked if no one in the division had appeared to resent his leaving.

He said only one fellow had.
303 36 % % ¥k # R

Zawnandel SEPTEMBER 26, 194l
(Efter the second resegregation mmkk petitionmmfimfemhem was brought forward im
on September 2L, I visited as gany of my respondents as a I could acmmapidiy=as

F=e®®® so as to obtain their reactions., One of the people I visited was Mxzmxx

Bob's wife, whwiki who, with Bob's family, was still in Tule Lake;]

TALK WITH MRS, TSURUDA

/ . . . .
M /ézééééﬁé‘ a young Nisei woman, had no higher opinion of the petition than any
rse. . r

of my previous informants. Said she:

. . . .h\
Tt was written in such awful English. When I saw FE T saﬁd% "WhizheingeogR§7gL;§t ,
is this?" I couldn't make head or tail out of it. I thought, "It cou
with that English."
I don't know who we are suppose

it on to somebody else.
It's to separate the peop

d to give it back to. You're just supposed to pass

le who are here from the "real Japanese. "

They want to be separated

I yead it, but I don't know what it's all about. il i b

and follow the ideas of the old country. I guess the people with th
want to go back to Japan - they might sign it.




Tsuruda Lo,
NOVEMBER 1, 194l

TALK WITH BOB TSURUDA'S WIFE, SISTER, AND SISTER-IN-LAW

Z-During October and November a number of respected mature men fmnewmm@x

developed informal group networkﬁs to combat the pmXkkxmambmmmem

pressure of the Resegreation Groups. x@wxkkmIngmpendentinandn
Scme
EnurageonsnnhdernnexExsowxnxgeek/older men, I was told, adxirednhhen

yoxngnmnannwhanonpnsuhbadnthernnesnbonjoinnbhexgex openly criticized bhe
Resegregationists and advised xkm young men whom they knew, not to
1
join. On November 3, Mr. Noyes, the X new Project Attcrney, told me
attacked with a knife
that a young man had bemwkwxfEr been kwkfw#/by an Issei{ I was told later
friends on Oct. 30.
by several Japanese Am-ricang, that the Issei who committed the assault
was a zealous Resegregationist and that the father of the mam young
man who was knifed/ had critisized the Regregretaonists. It is noteworthy
that when I asked kkmxXa the ladies about this knifing they samxwsx
rxikpexhcixpkhenkixesxx did not seem to be aware of any political

implications, /




FOOTNOTE, P, LoD

zfi. It is _interesting that the only other account T have cof this "baseball
fight“comes from Mr. Kira, the reputed leader of the Manzanar ganggm i &

Y1y
: 2o : N
2 /\xﬁngaphahhanﬂg_@pnNnannannniunhaanadnhhanﬁnihuwnngnnnﬂnnnahmnnnnnnn

™

A M On September 7,4 asked me: "Have ycu heard about the fight they had after

{ the baseball game on Saturday? Well, owe of the boys here (in the

' Manzanar section) had been struck over the head With a 6hair or Some-
thing and had to have seven stitéhes taken.f I heard that the Insternal
|[Security aaid to notify Kira not to take revenge, One of the men hurt is
in the hospital and they won't release (this man) from the hospital
because they're afraid he'Il be murdered by the Kira gang."

—— -
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NOVEMBLR depe 1
TARRSERHE-B0B TOURGPACR. WIS oD WITH HER, SLOTER

Mrs. Tsurudafff was depressed, She is leaving Tule Lake on the 8th of

{”
November to go to )ower (a Relocation Center in Arkansas),where she will
xexxxnx remain until she is allowed to relocate and join Bob. Bob himself,

she tcld me, is still in Topaz. He applied to the

yiouz Ordfrerce Depot Sidre €y, e ul*zzze,f‘cx

hegauss 211 ol hig ferily *zin Tule ipks, F sns to 2R §YRY o

;;7 I storted out tle conversctiosn by drguirinz how

n
4.

¢eling abut the peopie cr. ienzansy, J weg to

dida't 1i%2 theu,

——

" Paoris ar-umd Yore gear to disiile the Nspzarmy
st v tiet the Co~op Poerd watc helng yuh by pardspar, oy ¢

kinhadmhmandnhhahhﬂnnnNnunnapkadnnaaginednmhhnmﬁmmnpmMunangunmmhndmmnmhgumd

?

A,

(I heard several weeks ago that Mr. KNomura, the manager of the Co-op, had
xmesgpnaddn resigned. JXXKE¥Xzddtiannadnandnnuahnnn

For additicnal details about trouble in the Co-op see my fieldnotes of
Oct. 22, 25 and 27.)

[jbn the morning of November 1, I had talked to the project attorney,
3
Mr. Noyes,

who had given me a detailed account of a knifing that

had occurred in the Manzanar section 6n thedf#gf night before;l
So I asked the ladies

what people were saying about tue knifing that had oceurred in the

Manzanar section (on Oct. 30):

-
o T\-r’,vv sn ,- t

hfceh 11 fight

| i

"anzerar sni
£ly woe esughy o
fielder, They say

i,

\

: plg know him,
This o01d rendfhn is of en Sgrassive way. A lot of psople ¥
They say he practicsily runs the team,




FOOTNOTE, p. 41 Wit
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+ On October 25, Sally Wakid%C;d told me that a mmxkaikw Mr. Xxbakax
was sekling things in camp "at a very high price. I heard he made a

/1

s OEXEXXX¥E 1ot of profit. The Manzanar group said to him, "If you dmmkxzim
don't close the door of your store, we'll lay you flat.' This was some-
thing 0.K, to do. The pecple like the Manzanar gréup for this,"




Tsuruda, Nov. 1, Ll

I then asked the ladies what peopnle were saying =kryxk about the

renunciation of citizenship:

Ronunoistion of Citizenghip,

n
The renunciation o citizenghip mmf by iz biﬂ' tro'm"-n

v///; We then disonssed (%JKL & Pty (QA06A7215a1>

the intimidation of Tarbe ”& I wag t901d that

everyhody thonght that hs hed it @ ring to hime T then remerled

‘odsually that I was nots L§n~ thet there huuv t nesrly so much tf’k

Nl\w /,«.
about inu &s therz had tscpn before -Wimbrordds kil° ing.

& Nuhue,BBBSﬁBﬁdE%p%A : et > agreed. umhat's rloht, come to
{ -witels-sioter, o S
think of it " Ermieepti--saddevshe.,

Resegregatiou Group

7. B x“
| P
Neuag did most of the talking although E#niﬁ\w1fe and hlS

\,}/\ ___lj." *"Y\Jl"’-
brother's wife\yere present., Shq\aald'
"I thiuk there
the ‘othcy grouco do~sn't
reslly ogd nst it, e

them ig resliy for it and
there is eny group
$t i theyr 'a 7o ‘J“v.

'/L.ZA"

outoh # 00 FEEla

¢ “"The woy it sesws to =3 one or tro veovl _
\Uup-th or tihe b.mqu Kikop#u Ho»t dan = tne Ra~serr
and they pull ih others fn. 1h this blsok we d’n

it, but in sons other olocks they're very strorge

: , Uk
IR,

I nesrd & stery sbout how Rev, @@ scted kind of yellow in tha
_stuokads

9 W, \(‘? ) :'""I
A s ;
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nnourced that
o L0 L
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ican A1>g ou that day.

ig foinz to have it'z oun indivicual celehrstion.

% s AR 1 3
nntoungd thet I thrink 4t & aboul ths sravrtsst

2 - 1 . i
At levst rsve in erd geve sorcihiag in return.

FOOTNOTE, p. L4l

2Z [— 1. The anniversary of the beginning of the Meiji dynasty., _7




Tsuruda - Nov. 1, 194l L2,

All crscevt gsreed with

group wos geitling hwew weg {6 Bl wes iven the Pzikyo Sha duy

e e et . s

tte incident (OA, Nevs, (74

£ finiched g -+ Ly » ) 01ld son care in., fis

hin low N rveyed us solamnly end vemsrked e2lmly in Jepenmscs, \\\\

- -~

" ” = -
I want to go to Jagan, € voren lsurhed 4n emdearraswent, sand told

me thot he t2lks 1ike th t bzosuse he pieks 4t up from the other chivdran,
( v'g v }1, )
\ With his 2athsr askicz work in e defeonee p ont, 7ittla\3&#d w111 havs
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VISIT
¥AZ¥/WITH BOB TSURUDA!

,Joday I found Bob's sisters, Mrs. Sato and Noriko,and also Mr, Sato
at hoge., Mrs. Sato's husband, a tall, fat man, has
finally arrived from Santa Fe. KHEGEXNHiKERmenmmabniicknbhantbhaniann
g He was very friendly, and, when I arrived, he was calmly tramping on
dough, for making noodles. As he tramped, he made blasphemous remarks
about the WRA, in X¥X Japanese, which his wife obligingly translated.
Ve
/ ‘ - 3 sf their saur Yemf\rks‘\thz atmpgchsve o0 this nopesbesd ig

NN :
m'\f-’ vorchla to relscoti

n iy ovd sgusye

a heod, which fo¥
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wmuch

" way{ hels¥Trr e 58
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A ..(u\ d sh inter
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TROURYs over the terminotisns
(apd who 45 to kesp their j
)4
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N ~\va A
;;uuﬁﬁhiiﬁﬁﬁ wanted to know what hgg happened to the liaslcum tha

Tuleens were suprosed to heve receivec, This ig a matter thot is brought up
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orployes grafted and meods with the linolsur § subject of grisvances
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The subjsct then turred erain to losvins

"Wa think by June we ousht to know gsorethins, The other.centers will
' bs relocated by then und we can gea@ how thay zet along,

"fe want Lo fet out, But we oant with {26, e hove to buy a bed,
blankets and ve've got to ent, Ft looks os if you eat yosu can't sleap,

‘:. . 5
"with 100 dollars @ head, I c-uld do it s seii Ep, WSJO .

5@13%, E
Then ¥rsg. e deds

~ "mhc peorle % here have a1l gotten auub, slon ard lezy, %Wa're so
thlDd n ¢he world outsids tvo, Wa've 811 bsen in samp too long "
f’*f a .£:>~‘=L
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"Wa fuel its wmeh safoy in herc "
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TALK WITH BOB TSURUDA'S SISTERS
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77 In late January, in an attempt to stcp the flood of xemmmatmbimmsm
applications for renunciation of citizenshipgpand put an end to kkm

Resegregatlonist pressurg , John Burling, the Justice Department representative,
iuaaf:{an open ]i-t;;% :;o the chairmen of the ¥mx Hoocshi dan and the Hokuko,
Mimeographed copies of the letter, with a Japanese translation, were posted in
all mmxxkaikx mess halls on Janurary 22271

I asked the ladies what they thought of the statement made by the

Department of Justice:
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FOOTNOTE, p« 48

/ 1. See Fieldnotes for January 25, 1945.)




h.,:f S
/2. Rmkx Mr. Satc and Mr. Yamashita had been interned in Santa Fe in the
spring of 1943, But Mr. Yamashita was zllowed to join his wife at
Tule Lake in the spring of 194l;, whereas Mr. Sato had not been allowed
" to come to Tule Lake until December or November of 1945,
Mr, 8kx Sato is mnmmhmimbnpmhmcsaying the Yamashita took care of
himself and, more or less, deserted his fellow internees at Santa Pe,
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came from behind the screen and said in a stern voice: "It has to be

stopped,

-

Norijo: —=esiad f1 sdaid, 'If you're a man, you should have the courage
to chanye your mlnd.

xﬁxxxxﬂxnx
Mr. Sato, who himself was confined in Santa Fe, then said:

"The Hokoku feels that they are going to train all the people in
Santa Fe to think along Hokoku ideas. But I hear they're finding out different.
I think the Issei should “be taken out of Banta Fe and just leave the Nisei
there. The first generation
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FOOTNOTE p. L9.
£iX

Noriko, I believe, was referring to the center-wide girls' club
which Mrs. Aida wxx had been organizing{( See longitudiaal oral
history of Mrs. Aida from December 15, 19L); to April 1945).)
Bhat Noriko fears is that the recently organized #m=xy Joshi iin,
composed of fmm female Resegregationists, would break up the
neutral girls' group to which she belonged. /

/_f2. Nost of the male members of the Resegregaticn Groups had, by now,
shaved their heads, in imitation, some of them told me, of the

Japanese Army. xBrzx Bozu, in Japanese, refers to the shaved head of
a monk./
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MARCH 1, 1845

TALK WITH MR, fswxmsax TSURUDA'S SISTERS e rSEnage:

) ¢ Glﬁays erjoy threae 6-3i-ng with the voluble erd frenk sisters of
<dimn Rl
my old friend, the relacated;ﬁlp. fiowever, todoy they wers a bit
//)G (& VY P /}'

subdued, preheps p= n the teasisn which kas arisen in ceTo sirce
ST

I gam then 1sst and pertly beocuse it ac tpears as if ars. a;aui

S J:[MJ
husbnrd is kickinz up erein in vro-Jaranese st tylee I thinkthe real ¢f1’““*Vx

e : ® r\efur_p’&
2P is thot lrs, nante tJAﬂw—_-:‘: erd the o01d ren 4s against it,
deb

Shortwave Broadcast from Japan

Aii’/’ Te heard ¢ bhpoadoaat over the soorx ) ) 1 Is n?t i

. A he J e ¢33 hay ! 12thin
f actus 11y ctnrla:r-r~ t;c sxchopge, e e thay <now n-t 4
| about it, But the 7Arinsholm éié dock

Hokoku and Internments

"what threy ought.t> do 4s §end tre @zitetors out,

"The reny p@ople in here nho dou't melx a veap but thay're
gtilr = ~sy“'t€r then those others, They'11 stand uc at the erd. Thovd
taken out of qute Hw1yri1s.
be i

t © y‘ﬁ

"Tlve kocrd t.e, Gou't give the W kol rpopiL 9m433'nwnt SLy ™o
; Ed'a At AN P
‘ipeikas b omons bhe peore telen nnfy 15% 1e

Hokoku,
Krow, ©
the wmomen &«

"7 hecrd ther nre
paid theveare wgn =

agp they Lok
we did?' That

e -
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at's hagoaued > gl nowsdays,

camg out of' the stockede, hig v

then enturoex
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to re¢nd
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aby iy ‘!c.v 0 ovauy

e .
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©
the ioshi-dan

7\

Nothinz but e bunch of Issels : the ndshi=ian, Somz of them
start sayinz theygot o lette¥ from so {Wfapan and ths tdil
the people who £ye in the Sokoku thsat vh? the time comees we'll tell
the government only who ws w-nt exchanged,

I've heard thet the Jepenese school teachers say thot ths kids of

the iid3hi-dun farmities sre so Wersiki (Zresh)., Zven in word III thev
-—_T'—T—M e ———
are oomplialning,

Idea of brinsinz chk k some internee

"if they nr'nv beck some of the Loys from Sants Fa, they ason't dsre
let out a pesp,

The womensgree, howmevey, thet the dovont boye should be alloned
\WAMM,»(L,.
back, repeating tis st-ry o:’»ﬁs)\.,.a.a who hed sattempted to

comrnit suicice,

w
v irs. %);untss red

"The young kids undor e Sre madlkirg QU its a lot of rist, Tha o}
pan end the old lady sre in the onekgrow .‘u.. The on?' =ay ts stop it
is to pick up the old man, :‘Lﬂ_u. klls don't know anythinz, They're
inrocent. ARt




September 9 1981

Mrs. Christine Takeuchi
122 E. Markland Dr.
Montebello, CA 90640

Dear Mrs. Takeuchi:

Thank you so much for your gracious offer to help me. As I
told you on the telephone, I would like very much to find my friend
Jim Takeuchi who helped me a great deal wher. I was living and work-
ing in the Tule Lake Segregation Center. (Jim r&located from Tule
Lake in September of 1944, but I was never able to find out where he
went.)

I would also like to talk to any other person you can find who
experienced life of a segregee at Tule Lake. I am doing a study of
how the Japanese Americans at Tule Lake coped with their difficulties
and how they re-established themselves after they left the centers.
All of the people I have talked to so far have done wonderfully well.

I will be working on this study for a year, so if you hear of
anyone who would be willing to talk to me, please &et me know.

Sincerely yours,

Rosalie Hankey Wax
Professor Emerita, Sociology and
Anthropology




September 8, 1981

Mr. Peter Takeuchi
259 1lth Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94118

Dear Mr., Takeuchi:

Your sister-in-law Christine suggested that I write to you about a study
on which I am engaged. In 1944 and 1945, I lived at the Tule Lake Centers as
a field worker for the Evacuation and Resettlement Study which was administered
by professors at the University of California at Berkeley. At Tule Lake one of
my most helpful respondents was a man called Jimmy Takeuchi. I also knew his
wide and his sisters. I have been asked by the Rockefeller Foundation to do a
study of how the segregees today feel that they coped with their difficult sitaa-
tion and to learn how they faced and overcame their problems after leaving the
center. (The ppople I have talked to so far have done wonderfully well.)

I would be very grateful if you could give me the names and addresses of
any persons who experienced segregation at Tule Lake, but I would be particularly
happy if I could find and talk to Jimmy Takeuchi. I owe him a great deal.

I shall be working on this study for a year.

Bf there is anyone else with whom you think I should get in thouch, please
let me know.

Sincerely yours,

Rosalie Hankey Wax
Professor Emerita, Sociology and Anthropology




Mr. Peter Takeuchi
259 11th Ave,

San Francisce, CA
94118

Dear. Mr. Takeuchif:

e A AN

Yeur sisterpChristine suggesgted that I write te yeu abeut a study en
which I am engaged. In 194l and 1945, I lived at the Tule Lake Centers

ag a field werker fer the Evacuatien and Resettlement Study leewt®®d iy
by prefessers at the University ef Calif, at Berkeley,
at the University ef Calif. at Berkeley.\y One of my mest WX helpful

T Ta )

was asdministered

Wi (-
rescendent s was a yFypxdkxxxxZake man @alled Jimmy Takeuchi. I alse knew
wife and nis sisters,
T have been asked by the Reckefeller Feundatien te de study ef hew

wipud?

w,

tha. Jesagese-Ansgricads Exg . ab-lwte Tt coped with their difficult

Vo

! b B
siutatien andxbo~§éﬂ#'~&% hew they rxmxmmbambhmmm:faced and evercame thelr
preblems after leaving the centers. (The peeple I have talked te se¢ far
nave done wenderfully well.)

I weuld be very grateful if yeu ceuld give me the names and addresses of
persens

any pxxswn/whe experienced segregatien at Tule Lake, but I weuld be particularly

T adsanecld /
raxprx happy if I ceuld fi | talk te Jimmy, SmnoepmabmamExkEENCOOC

maxhiaxhxnkyxdxbxebbhbbbhhe jnhennifianan I swe him a great deal,
T shall be werking en thes study fer a year,nammisfmymmnn
If there is anyene ®lse with whem yeu think I sheuld get in teuch,
please let me knew,
Sincerely WEMX yeurs,

Resalie Hankey Wax
Prefesser Emerita, Secielegy and Anthre




Tsuruda, March 1, 1945

b Raunitine Hololkuy

= evsrysody
Hokoku HurTiiTsasnwamsa will join, laturally,

you'1il join bLseruse ng st way to siey in cazp, Just adhonl ths

,/)/) whole ccop will joine

they pet 30 Jaran,

Ralocation

o Even if you vere livinz in corvifo nispsnd decided b o move, you
- wouwldr't move right ansy ou' 11 send & menbzr o your femi'y to

go erd seef{or a fon wekiks and thon maybe you'll zo. Bven i they
have ths idea to reliscatc, reopls don't 1ike to he pushed,

Jandtor brinves B Skt enter Hokolu

PR

The i 3y e O 0T .stys ths ay t> ss

W ve
soﬁ?hg &l %es Lo Join the ' 0 ht bewzsd themy rleesz to

hend edve you 10U dolinrg swek iD
& vou'il J anud shave your hea 4 won the battls,

A

Bill (Bob's brother) and the Hooshi dan
3;4..\ -'(A /M.Jr) T\t«k" 3 o . $
I»wes told\that Bill had renounced his citizenship, but he's resigned
from the ¥xkmkm Hooshi dane His wife's family were strong members of the
Hooshi dan and he had to join or he couldn't get along with them.‘x Nokiro

(Bob's sister) has not rencunced, though her

mother keers efter her to do so, She dossn't ses mhar- it wiy

improve her status ir go'nz to Japan (ren 1vy, she dossn't vent to

2 \
g0 to Jaren) and she fisur<g she can slnavs renounc$4 whan its

necasgsery.,

\] . N
“There's o rumor that trey're sending trie mext Bench (Surday's
pickup) t» Nemstes ,”
T iRy yeas
n . 2 3 : .
These Joshi wnouiwd ?uﬂat dowr: if' they were ecrresteq, Tnay oughtg
to arrist a8 grouc,
"our neizhbhayr has a Doy 14#esrs old. He's tta snly mals 1eft
in the fori'y after tre vickure, Ia's very weak and fr441 ard oy
€8 big ¢85 a nine vesr o01a Soy. But he Pots un st 5 in thre morninge and

gods 'Bu-bu-bu-bu,' on ris bugle. Then his mothar is 2 Rays nonder ing
why he hos the belly 8che

n 5P
Those Hokolu sre tsurs ro kew@ (toush¥ s'ine sharo lass).,

o cmm———

n :
I hear thsy' sreoial htenrinzs for tre posaiians, Vy

instructor went, B :€ 30id he ha? to zo erein for o specin? heerinrm,
I woncer why? "
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APRIL 13, 1945

EECOUNTER WITH BOB TAKEUCHI'S SISTER, NORIKO

I had writt g B
en a Jlatter to !ﬁzjaf;ster sskine to te $17omed ¢to

O’

°%1l. T encountered hor todsy white makine ap acpointesnt 4rn the

beauty s#op srd she cautisusiy ecked menot to come béoause there \\\V

TTEOHE o ewhiny olakenp.  HERRI Y s b ok e
B, > o 1 o 2or» 2

CEEELo-bemanaqdn: 1N g Chketpatiy AL I Moetre s Ye-know
soretifnz.obogt: it, B bt 1738 V6 Dbenhio opg of T,

Z_ No internment was comtemplated.. But on March 16, the WRA had

and posted
issued/a body of Special Regulationg, declaring that xh=

Resegré%tionist (Hooshi dan and Hokoku) activities were unlawful

and punishable by imprisonment. 7




FOOTNOTEs p. 51,

_/__1. See Fieldnoctes for MEX April 30_._7




Tsuruda, May 8, 1945 51.
MAY 8, 1945

TALK WITH NORIKO TSURUDA

!‘" 5'_." ) g
Neuirp is # one of ny bect "gossip"” ocontacts. The f’-c?shi—c‘an,

however, stil! hes thse fawmity scu_red,fo'r when they hesard thsre wmight

naat7lam ;
be another internmert, they nsked me not to,\«me « Since nothing lns I

happer:ed; for a ronth, they now thourht it safe for we to ghow my

neje'\ in their bioclk,

Hooph j-dan peopis
S A

o7

There sre sone sisters in this bicek mhoss brothers were taken.
| They soy trev hear rumors tink thsy're goirg to gsend thedir brothers
‘,\back here/ from Sonta Fa. But they cay, 'T hope it isn't true.'

e N Pt o

br-o%a:,\ mede 8 disgusted face to indicste har santirents toward the
PRy TN
M—Wu@/\of these sic terse <\ e
‘}; ‘_.Jq '_\}ﬂ N

But the lokoku is/not so errogant eg they used o ba., For a while

it seezed 8s if tbeyécr ormicod at the Ad4 bui'ding not to do such thinzs.,

But about a month ero they stoerted blowinz their buzles sagain. But in

this werd, they're very quist, (Werd II)

i

I've been mesring rumors thet they were going to tols absut 500
MOre o

The Demeénted woran $n block 36,

g

e ./"" 1 f"”f ‘\
<ﬂ(urstovi Mvr\ths ctse ls<t week,~ But He-oko living in

?/ tnan e 7 M»'

the block, knows Gt ) -

"Phere was onc cose in thie block of & woman whose three Sons mare
taken, Their fether disd in ‘.ooston. e left the mother with four zons
| and four dcuehtérs. VWhen the floshi-den gstertsd, they @11 got pulled in.
| One boy is stil?v¥® vut he's onf"y 12 yearg old,
- Qo
P This lady didn't like the ides of the zqghi.dsn busiress. Usturallv
811 nc“‘_i‘riezzds were in it and so.they merc pulled i“l Wrorn hovgong
were taken ghe lost ney mind, She went around saylx “'hqt is thig
LSshi-dan sryway? Then she'd Fo'cnd tl.c teblo, i d tccep on re
t‘ue' neras of tiue people who tadked sons 51(:0 the dplolu,
611 tie tire thc-m maen ,.ho cz1~o e nd qrmmd ay orcsd them ore oo'ﬂiwf
to =€ her, S} . 0's here soein, Ho'g nere apein.' And she

‘.
The I)o’.chi-—@bg_ woutdn't et the doughter teke hay mother t> the
hospital. nc girl %ft heypeis oiily 18 or 18, shs has fo take orders
from tis ;ﬁb;adnr. paople, The u?@hi-d*m Teo”le woulén t Qven Etyus
g0 ncér there. The next door Icdy wonted to go and falp but they el

wouldn't et ber go irto the house, : : i

= 2 2
So ths Lpshi=dan 1o family went to o
Y, VRS

N\

b
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VAY 8, 1945, e <2
! knoing i A g g
(el of the ichiren reverendg ssem to Yve a mysterious eéffect in
3 pPo3 5 - e 1€ ¥ ieht for weegl e gaid
~thot kind of il'ness, K@ o"me over every n K.E for weeks, He sBld,
'From tomorrow night sre'll reelly quist dowmn.’ A1 thr-uch the prsyers,
they s 8y, she wos just es ouist ar can b@. But as soon as he wasg gone
she woas st it seain.

»

But from the third right on, she re¢aily dic begin to quiet domn,
She's really well now, She w£3 really grisvinz over her sons.

All the other peorle in the blook here feel it's bettsr not to ool
with tham (;-_z_is_‘ug-j\:_»_;g). Detter to &£tay on the safa gide. You showld sae
her dsughter, 3ne's so thin noa.

Rooelu- dace
"The fewhiésT peorle £old us mot to write to the boys sbout their
mother. So we don t gay enythinge.

_I_.gttinsg Feople Go %o £=Pa1e KJZ;LFAGTJJ?L ’4-'7-4&

Thsy 1st us go down to Klrmath Fells nox, We #wondar what's tha
catch, I figure theye rmust be some catch gomemhere,

4
{

Kyer's visit,

Yyer's visit didn't mke ruch impression. The peorle didn't even
cerec,

.

Spanish Consul Comrmittee

A1l the peocle on that commttee are nothing but dopes., Our re/)p-
resentotive fr-m this biock is the worst dope in the blook, He c21lls
hiasc1f o doctor, 1il's o res) dope. A réal srert man doesn't go in for
thinzs 1ike thst, R 7

VAR

e

The people don't give them & ohanco. Ag soonos thay start to zo
book and forth to the ad4 buildinz, they say, 'Oh thet inu.' They never
gat o chance, lo mstter how good o proup we heve, it way be all right
for a week or s month, [ut if spything sehould go %rong it'11 te 2 mess.

Caucasian worven in teasuty shop tryine top met zipls to relecets.

01d lacy Rickets keeps trving to convince the riris in th beouty
shop that they should r ¢ loccte, She te lls ths'opcrr..tors e better start

worrying ctout jobs teepjus soohey cof Jater w6 re zoirs tdbs cut out.
s \

EN
"
I justiignore her aid telk to ker so thet shw'l1’be olessed,

\

Telling e I leve to worry sbout e joul Oxgc\;ggérswx' gsid, 'Why
dddn't you tell her she sh-u’d be lookins for s inb if the conter is
goine to close?' ve heve gquite a few (Rucsians coring ‘n like that
and berting ¢ronnd the tushes moyre oy iess, i (i —77

[U,\ 9( \ &N \-’

Amother thite, they say people &re going out to)Rlemth Falls., I
hevr quite & few are going out,

};‘%Dunciﬁtiﬁp of Citizenship
4 — Uh 24\

People rcal'y av€ worried ebout rot heerinzs about £8&54r renunciatisn
of oitizenshipe Espioir1lly the iokoku peop's, 7he only reassn they

think their citizership 15 renownced igbecauss they ore inter ned,
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LAY 8§, 1945, 7.

I'd 1aurh if they were sent btack here, But the reople resll don't
want them bucke

| éa%a/
I think we will hove another glentel cose in this block, This ‘edice

husband wes teken £irst snd then her son mes tsken, When we used to
gympathize with her she wouldn't listen., ‘Yow her eyes sre wonderinz

and she looks so quesr, Ons of these d-vs she's eoinz to 4.1v of f the
handls, Only khn her o= se, nobody will heve s;myutnv. They'11 feel gorry
of opurss, out they won't svp*atmze.

Tbe/ Hokolu are rea 11} sorry ingide only thsy won 't show it,

—— NG Oy’
Unt il the Coast was orened Bokokn was dying domn. aﬁame

the Cosst strengthened it, : g
Vore members of the /ﬁ:ml y oams in row, M’i@ms, &nd##“’t"-xs
J el HAmB

Bapdsbex on \fs;ister-in-law. I asked howA'?F was (he's reloc-ted) and
Bk, ! NALK
o; Aiks

mag told rd's fine. &ﬁ@i/m&}_added &%} ,howewer, thst 811 of

hig frisends who had thought thay were safe in Gila before geesregstion
are now in tl,eymz ‘\{L‘.m.y arxi h1s brotner used to argua with thom,

but they thouzht they wouldn't be drafted from Gila. #0ns is even roing

N g

overseog" Shd:o algo t:ﬂd me that she do:‘!sn t resd the papers. If she
——t- ¥

read them she's the kind '“vho d nove t.o be 1iave what she resd" and she

—— e e e i e o+

couldn't take it, We then dicscussed relocotion, The femily repaat:d thot

if they were given "a decent amount” of money they mieht oonsider it,
by s "

%&’:ocbw brausht np the Doi csse ard sazd "Yeh, you} re free a1l

right if you go out. You've got civil riehts, civil rlzhts to be

———

dymmltea, Civﬂ "is:at o bave ,our head cut off’ Th/v Xe 6ven tryire

e b v-*' »

W

to telkm poor Doits 7gz.d anesy fror him now, “%'If they had made an

= S Neu ke
c3 ""713 Df t"‘or" *,'« LS 'd "é/L‘ ok LU TR th| . %
g‘..,,h hogs setdiers,” sold gm0, "It would hsve halped,




