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Tsuruda, v5s^t>------- • f

BÇB t s u r u d a  a n d  f a m i l y

w ith  ^
During ray v i s i t s  fcH Bcb Tsuruda in  Tul e Lake, some member or members of

h is  fa m ily  w sre.a lm ost" a lw ays p resen t and u s u a l ly  th ey  jo in ed  in

th e  EBXit c o n v e r sa t io n . I  have th e r e fo r e  t i t l e d  jOÜt lo n g itu d in a l  o r a l
rV

h is to r y  ’’Bob Tsuruda and fam ily*1« iKmfctammmmmrsammfimmyimMaaBtaKlDimmmamtamim
s

±8iîikadmfcmmBffitaif'.fflmwmÉ®çirnJiimmffiœ®tmrgimMiBdq|itmMmmmiam hixmmmmihamMgimîiijBJttkàiDmWranmfam 

akdnMnBûnôafcn The p a r t ic ip a n ts  in c lu d e  Bob’ s w i fe , h is  two s i s t e r s ,  tfskxxk

t<\ ^ h f r
kM Noriko and ÿ r s . S a to , h is  sjcsxfcK b ro th er  Jack j cuatMf J a ck ’ s mê&x , Mr*  

S a to , and, on a few massx. o c c a s io n s , '• Bob’s f i v e  or s i x  yea r  o ld  son*

Bob r e lo c a te d  in  September o f  19hk ......, '

*■  was se n t  to  th e  Rower C enterW itaw iitP er B„+ _____-Aw
But I  con tinu ed  to  v i s i t aik *

* *M dc*  s i s t e r s  and in - la w s  u n t i l  May o f 19^5.



Tsuruda, _

� �

k a s  T S / g ^  _  _ _______

and very  i n t e l l i g e n t
Sob Tsuruda was xKEzkx a cock y , shrewd,¿boot lo q u a tio u s^ N ise i , born in

Sacram ento, C a l i fo r n ia , in  191U. He was m arried xxmiomam^««M»femwa»amm
�

and .hfa^MSaripen^HU^ He had graduated from ju n io r  C o lleg e  and, a t  th e
P S lllilll . •

tim e o f th e  e v a cu a t io n , he was employed xx  in  a Hxxgxjbc d rugstore*

In tHenapiriingnofin4§h0n February o f 19U3 he had answered th e  m i l i ta r y  

q u e s t io n n a ir e  in  th e  negative^xxm k Whin I  fttarfc met him in  September o f 

th a t  y e a r , he was xx fcd iiixsi schedu led  to  be segregated^fci^SELan&Btaen  

Hxhhimnabotihrwat Tu le la k e  in  about a month A At fcfemimftiimafc our f i r s t  

m eeting h* to ld  me fra n k ly

wh^ t_P d^rea lly  l ik e  to jsee iff  Japan win the xx/and then

/ c a l l  i t  a^draw. Just so tha t the Caucasians get knocked out of them that
* f""' • ■ �

■

th ey 're  Kr got sc damned superior as they think they a re ."  Accustomed: to 

talk ing to the cautious and circumspect "loyal" evacuees, I  looked some�

what surprised a t th is  tabooc bold statement* IDS Bob noticed th is , laughed,, 

and said , "What the h e l l ,  I'm going to Tule Lake, I  can speak my mind. What 

have I got to be afra id  of?" (FieidnBt.es, Sept* 2, ] 91l3 \  Tiinnin n m l l )'  "■  *" ' __  , * 9V ®ULUBMH-"I i If J1 J- /

He/explained th a t he kadnhfcBnagednpanan 

was the stble support of his aged parents, Imps w ife, and>d®^chi»ld, and,

a f te r  the un fa ir way he and the oth^er Japanese Americans had been treated, 

he figured th a t the xx most sensible thing to  do was to gmmtommlra&amiiBtaBm 

andnteeepnoutnQflnthendnafitnnn avoid m ilita ry  service,xxri go to Tule Lake,, 

and see what hatmcnouriffn the future h e ld * ^  _T " "



Tsurauda September ,19U 3, Feb. 2 , 19UU 2a#

He a ls o  su ggested  that I  v i s i t  V»is s i s t e r ,  Mrs. S a t# , who, though XUSCOHĈ 

" d is lo y a l"  was t© remain, in  G ila  fo r  se v e r a l  months# I  fo llo w ed

!J.# For a ca se  h is to r y  of Mrs. Sat® , see  "Doing F ieldw ork ” ,  PP» 8i|-87#
I  was to ld  by another  respondent tk a t  Mrs. S a to 's  Is s e i  kusband kad 
been in te rn ed  because ke kad been accused o f s in g in g  tk e  Japanese 
n a t io n a l antkem in  tk e  b lock  mess k a li#

t k i s  su g g e s t io n  and MBannSafcnnMjntixxxix xaui^ixhwnLsmKmip ixtmx ^ k i j e ndxx 

kad a number vt in te r e s t in g  v is ijb s w itk  Mrs. Sato# Ske was a remarkably  

independent and outspoken persottjflfl'j

.After the segregation »^October of 19l«>)l corresponded with Bob and with

other segregants-toho had talked to me. f e x a s ra i ta  peea-H-tbst ft . , V '
BHr  ijRA had announced that

December te  wrote me th a t the/widow and sen of the Japanese JHb b wm oWil k illed  (r

in the farm accident of October l£, "are entitled t o the grand sum of

six ty  per cent of whatever .he is  making in a month, namely, six ty  per cent

| |  ■ f</L£' I

of the kingly wage of sixteen big do llars#”
"imrTî âa

In February of 19kli. J p  $L

xxkoKK I  was perm itted  t® make a two day v i s i t  to  Tule Lake# I  w rote to 

Bob Tsuruda, t e l l i n g  him when I  was com ing. When I  a r r ived  a t  Tu le Lake 

I  was to ld  by Mr. B lack and Mr. B e s t , tk a t  I  would not be perm itted  to  

en te r  tke " co lon y” u n le ss  I  was accompanied by an armed s o ld ie r ,  xjboorax 

But, w itk  Mr. R o b er tson 's  a s s is t a n c e , I  was ab le  to  ge t  tke m il i ta r y  guard  

changed to  a member o f tke In te r n a l S e c u r i ty , who Iasked to  s ta y  in 

h is  car w h ile  I  v i s i t e d  xXxxxayx my Japanese f r ie n ds  a lo n e .

agreeab le#  (See F ie ld n o te s , Feb# 19UU* PP* 1 -3 * )

He was



 ̂ r f r*\

I  i found jsrfe liv ing  in a

large barrackjw ith his wife, son, mother, an old p a rtia l ly  paralysed man 

whom I took to be his fa th e r, k±x and a younger sister*  He his

family ih d /d e f in ed ^ r v is i t  as a o o c f^  occasiory ̂ -£is w ife served us k$£5

excellen t tea and/a delicious chocolate Kxksae cake which
4t$4L. &  . /

/>> somehowAprocured from Klamath F a lls , j f  His wife rime sent out h e r jT l i t t le
&f{*_ ..... ; i — f I- —<*U4fc-«r- ¿aJL

1. At th a t time I  sbfcst was not aware tha t th is  meant th at hiMfr»BTr'±ii,

«Wyj some member of the adm inistrative s t a f f s  fnfr-irr-rmr rl »a amid- 
, i i  r-si -  t,° purcha^? and bring the cake to him.

son with some tea and cake for my In terna l Security x sk x e escort- „„w
ts.. ' rfWs»̂  ^

:e»gle%ifmdahhahnSTipim î!BKei n̂tr 

t  hat-,1 otuild ^ i t  ^y.evaQue£ jrie«d-^ eM fe * 

The l i t t l e  boy came back and showed Jxmx Bob ^our xEXH±e$ax pennies *&re 

Eprrdwfcrtl given him* Jim laughed.

Jim impresed me as having lo s t a good deal of h is pre—segregation 

cockiness. He talked to me in a xi£fc so ft half-whisper, whereas a t 

Gila he had spoken boldly and in a loud voiced He had also gained

2. I did not a t th is  v is i t  rea lize  th a t my v is i t  put him in danger of 
being called an inu •

about f i f teen  pounds, ’»from not working],# he said .

A fter we had exchanged amenities/xfiatomaataadmmamitttiKfi and gossiped about

what was going on in the Gila Center, difammaafeanim Bob asked me whether i t

was true th a t Gila was going to close soon. I  said I  did not know.

He to ld  me th a t his s is te r ,  whom I had v is ited  frequently , was soon coming
-T+JU. ^

to^Qp&s. (Sfoamdmnlm I  then began to  do my job as ammmatoammmmwmmm a f ie ld

■uwiwiaU . • •

worker and xxkKEbcki told h in rthat one of the chief points I  would l ike  to  

get stra ig h t was whether the f i r s t  negotiating committee (of the 

Daihyo Sha Kai )had been regarded by the people as th e ir  leg itim ate



representatives. He rep lied:

a  "That was one ofi the things tha t got the Japanese tn  an uproar.
/ Al l  oh the respective people In the block elected them. When the 

/ /  Spanish Consul was here they went and made the ir  requests. But there 
^  1 weren’t  any representatives who spoke real good English - them  terminology 

1 sounded more l ik e  a demand. I t  made a misunderstanding» Some allowance 
I should be made ¿osi th is lack oh education In the English language. The 
\  army h lr tly  rehased to recognize the representatives. ’ . . . . . .

He then described commented on particu la r events as as they

occurred to him. ixfcooEodbc

mmtmfcmammmffifcmráfflmramfaffl Ltuw&ich

/kh^^1 every
/| meeting the representatives always came back and at supper called hofl 
I  silence. They'd get up In h^ont oh the mess hall and give a brieh summary 
S oh what went on behore the meeting. They’d take Ayes and Nos h0/L any 

question then. lh there was no time In mess they’d ca ll a special meeting 
( f ia t  n ight,”

”0h course, á lo t  oh the ir  requests as ¿a/i as I ’m concerned Is 
\ purely nonsense. They asked h°;1 porches h0/L 0L̂  ¿he apartments. WRA 
I had promised lumber h°r a l l  the porches. I t  was never supplied. That’s 
l where tha t request came in . We were promised. That’s inehhiciency 
|  as h0̂ 1 concerned."

"The only thing everybody in  camp absolutely endorsed was the dismissal 
\ oh Vr. Pedicord, and more care in  placement oh drivers and an improvement 
\ oh h°°d> and * think, the request h°r an investigation oh grahting. 
v Grafting started the whole works. I t  was asinine asking h°r porches.”

”Some oh the representatives weren’t  exactly the. people who ought to 
\ be acting as representatives. Sou can understand that trouble can arise

from a fan a tica l Kibei being a representative.̂n

I  asked Bob' whether the requests of tebgxaj the Negotiating Committee 

had been presented to the Administration as demands: He rep lied :

” The requests might nave oeen coucucu Zn arcxatoniol terms. ”
( I  q u est io n ed  him as to  w hether B est had a c tu a l ly  prom ised th e  p eo p le 

th a t  he would n o t c a l l  in  anyone to  b reak  th e  s t r i ke  w ith o u t n o t i f y in g  
them .)

”Best said he’d stand pat un til the peopie<went to work. He ju s t



called them (the harvesters) with no warning.")
■ii i rr �l  r      i i i i i — � >i.i — . HUY»« ''I ii

I  asked about Dillqn Mger’s speech to the residents on November^ 1, 

and xtefc whether some of the Japanese American enthusiasts had used force:

—  ~ ~  .  �

"When th is came about, i t  so happened the goon-squad went on the 
wan path. They took Vn. Pedtcond in  hand. He admits he stnuck one o£ 
the fellows.”

"The people gaznenea zn some blocks. In some blocks the nepnesent- 
I atives asked the people to come because Myen was going to give a speech.

Then, when thcne wasn’t  enough people them , a £ew membens ofi the goon- 
f\ squad got cans. They said i t  wasn’t  sa^e to nemain in  the bannacks 
i  and asked the people to head &on the Admznistnatzon anea. I sa t tig h t.

I &iguned H  I ’m going to get shot I can get shot hene in  th is bannack. 
i They talked to the people tnying to make them go, saying"Ane you a 
\ Japanese on nott" 0t ri»0,t tnnh
t "Thene m t a  oeny m a tt ¿fTtfLp, without the
J I t  upon themietvei to do ^ ¡ ¡ ¿ J  u h o ^ ia t went Mound demanding

peoptei peanut-ton. i t  mat tnugamp co-op 
the nemo vat oi the ,0>L Jap an ese ito ieiim . Nobody paid

¿eUing nempapeat ^ r h T w ^ n o tQ u i t e  a

0 O ~ ** ~~ * c. s. f Us*"*'*

( I  asked w hether Myer and B es t  had made p rom ises to th e  p eo p le  when 
th ey  ga th ered  around th e  A d m in is t r a t io n  B u i ld in g . Bob r e la te d  what he 
had heard from f r i e n d s . )

’’Then Myen and Best came out. Myen got up and talked to the people 
f in  public oven the public addness system. He pnomised the people the 
f dismissal ofi Vn. Vedicond. As {¡an as the dismissal o£ Best, Myen was 

against that. Myen said Best had done a l l  night."
•A «t  «li ^



0 ^ 4  ) > ,  K V C)
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then  made a few remarks about th e  per iod  o f Army C on trols

"Then, the f i r s t  thzng that happened, the army started to pat 
people In the stockade. At one, tuna I Imagine there must have been from 
725 to 150. That ¿6 a m a l l  estimate. In th is block about s ix  out of 
the. block were taken. They weren't any of the block representatives,
I t  so happened. The boys yanked from here happened to be Hawaiian 
bom. They suspected the Hawallans because the ringleader came from 
Hawaii. That was Kal. (Chairman o f  th e  Daihyo Sha K a i.) "

..IIUH1WI'«111«'"'*"*»

r  nThe people hiding out had Information tha t was vzta l for mazn- 
< ^gowning peace and normalcy In the center. But I f  they showed ¿heir

t f  face outside they would be put In the stockade. And, so, naturally,
| ( j\ the only thing they could do was bide out.

� u nThe Army had a house to house search. They said I t  was to get 
Ají (contraband. They were saying too much In the newspapers about weapo 

y  Personally I think I t  was to locate these four boys." ±
j  j „„ Vio/i f-r »1 A mo

& ______- ________
T. K a i, Kuratom i, Sugim oto, and ?

L ater  Bevelopm ents during S t r ik e

Bob then  t o ld  me about a s e c r e t  vo te  held  on December U. which no o th er

�
respondent ev e r  mentioned t o  me:

"There was one vote tha t the Army wasn't supposed to know anything 
f about. A lt the. Javanese met in  th e ir  representative blocks and voted 
I whether to go back to normalcy or adopt the status quo permanently or /
I ca ll a general s tr ike . A ll the time th is status quo was on, tixe coal 

crew, the hospital bunch, the garbage and the mess halls were s t i l l 
\  working. At tha t time the vote corre out that they should adopt the status 
\ quo-Instead of a general s tr ike . They went against the return to normalcy 

> | because tha t would be an Insu lt to the representatives barricaded In the 
. stockade. A ll the ir  work would be for nothing."

The accountmmftmtoteiBnMWOEknenent o f kfc t h is  ev en t in/^Thomas and N ish imoto , 
pp. 1 6 6 -7 , comes from th e m inutes of th e  m eeting o f th e  Daihyo Sha K ai. 
D ec. lw which were g iven  to  me l a t e r .

He added:

\ /  "Thinalso at tha t tzme tney naa a second negotiating committee„
• / that wanted us to go on a hunger str ike .
i  That d idn 't la s t long. Everybody Ignored z t  altogether. They sent people 
\  to the block representatives to try  to Influence people. The blocks

Mere to go on a hunger s tr ike . The people Ignored th is second negotiating
committee."

I  asked Jim about th e  popu lar referendum  v o te  o f January 11 , in  which th e 

r e s id e n ts  had voted  to  abandon th e  s t r i k e  or " 'sta tus-quo11.
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otheK KefteKenaum vote - (Oj$ JanuaKy 11) the twmy moKC ok tess 
I calledrtkat onei. They weKe supposed to have unlted^the people ioK the 
f ychological moment to spKlng tha t question; whetheK they wanted to

i  dlscxuid the & tatuò quo ok continue. To help out, the bunch who wanted 
!  dZài&Kd the ¿tatuò quo kept putting the people Klght and lefat. They
n  That anybody who was tnctttng the Japanese to continue the statuò quo 
j  -6thzke - find that moKe ok less damned a laKge majority -  weKe onZy 
l  hunting themselves."

"Anyway, people got wcse that the longeK they maintained the ¿tatuò 
quo they weKe going to yank them and ¿tick them In the ¿tocka.de.
Resides thelK finances weKe peteKlng out. HeKe - they'Ke s t i l l  paying 
oH  on the Octobeh checks. These iellows who weKe not woKklng got 
^no clothing allowance, no wel&aKe, no Income.

"AnotheK point o£ view: the people heKe aKe ¿uppo¿ed to be loyal 
to Japan now. HeKe's an aKgument ¿ome ofi the bright boy¿ advanced. 
jThese weKe memebeKS oi the gKoup who wished to abandon ¿tatuò quo. )
Thèy ¿aid, In KetuKnlng to noKmalcy w e 'l l be dKawlng salaKtes. Then on 

! top oj$ tha t the goveKnment w ill have to pay us clothing allowance.
That'¿ ju s t that much le s¿ money tha t the U .S . government Is going to 
have to manufiactuhe ahmaments to beat Japan. I couldn't ¿ee I t .  ^ I  
know myseli tha t KegaKdles¿ l i  the Japanese dnaw this monthly ¿tipend, 
they'd not make much dlHeKence to the U.S. tKeasuKy. But I t  sounds 
good on the suK^ace and I t  ¿wayed ¿ome oi the ¿tubboKn people, 

t "They had a Keiehendum vote. Two ¿oldleKS weKe pKesent. They 
took a vote oi a l l  peKSons oveK eighteen. The ¿oldleKS with one Japanese 

\pK esent counted and ta llzed  the votes. Thehe was a majority oveK 400 
[ a c t u a l ly  473] voted to KetuKn to noKmalcy."

I  remarked th a t  a member o f th e  a d m in is tra t io n  had to ld me th a t

th e  d e c is io n  to  Return to  work had been made on a m a jo rity  o f 800 v o te s . 

Bob sn o r te d :

"Eight hundKed my loo t! One bloctz asan't even vote. Theae weKe 
quite a iew blank ballots too."

"I ¿poke to a ¿oldleK heKe when they weKe making the house to house 
SeaKch. He was a ¿eKgeant {¡Korn Idaho. He had a veKy low opinion oi 
the WRA. WRA Is always pulling bonehs. They got themselves In hot 
wateK and had to ca ll the Anmy."

"A couple ofi days afrteK that a l l  those aestKtng o£ woKk could KepoKt 
I, to a place. The only tKouble with th is Is they don't have enough woKk 
ff to go Kound. So many with laKge iamities have no way to get money.

UndeK WRA oKKangement, l i  you won’t  woKk, you can't get clotktng allowance."

I  asked about th e  rumors th a t  -rHtamHseaawMrtrait th e  Co#op fcatotk: had in f lu en ced 

th e  s e le c t io n  o f th e  C o-o rd in a tin g  Committee:



8�

y  "I don't think the Co-op i t s e l f  had mack Influence. I don't think 
i  the Co-op had anything to do with doming a committee to bring back 

/  no m atey. I t  was'. ess en tia lly  an organization to serve the people In camp. 
/  There were no po litica l o ffic ia ls  In I t  at a l l ,"

"The f i r s t  I heard of going back to nomalcy, the head* and the 
ft farmer employees of Aome of the divisions called a meeting. That was 
f  tke f i r s t  trend toward normalcy. They held electiona far th is committee 
U January 11. The committee -  they are so called men with ab ility .
\  AkltAukl woa an o ff ic ia l of the Co-op here. I do^’t  think they want 

po litica l power. They were elected by the wardA.  ̂Each fellow woa 
elected from a ward. There are a even wardA each with ten blockA.

I  asked Bob what he exp ected  would happen in  th e  near fu tu re ;

"I look farmrd to the end of the war. That'A me. There'A no 
future un til I Aee what happenA a fte r i t  endA."

"In camp here, I believe I can tru th fu lly  Aay there w ill be one 
of two th ings."

"One" th e y 'l l  either continue going back to normal and naturally, 
eventually the Amy w ill relinquish control -  or there' a only 400 1
people difference far AtatuA quo than agalnAt. |

"When 1 Aay Aomethlng' a liab le  to pop, I mean the neWApaper account 
of the War Department Release Aaylng that Mis e l are again elig ib le 
for a elective Aervlce. And tha t report called far ten centers. That 
Includes th is one. But, I f  and when they Atari to draft the avowedly 
disloyal group In camp that Is going to be the pAychologlcal moment far 
the next r io t. That really Is going to be a r io t  I f  i t  ever happenA."

"The majority of m e people want to be l e f t  alone t i ll  a fter the 
war. They want to be l e f t  alone to be dealt with under any circumstances. :  •

"Another thing that getA my goat Is the propaganda of the American Legion, 
especially In Klamath Ealls. They want the Amy to take over. The Amy 
doesn't want i t .  The American Legion has practically terrorized the

for any emergency. I f  the people wanted to get out of th is  place they'd 
have done ao by Atatlng they were lo ya l and going outside."

"Putting up a l l  these barbed wire fences and watch towers — tha t's 
a ll  a lo t  of bunk. They're not going to go out and k i l l anybody. They 
want to go back to California and. temporarily th is Is home."

1 . [Jim  i s  m is ta k en . The C oord inating^w as n o t e le c te d . ]

people of Klamath Palls, warning them to am themselves to get ready

"I came fie/te to be Unit In  p ea ce . ¿eave m  aXon'h V t t



Bob Tsuruda �

VISITS OF MARCH 191*1*

On t h i s  v i s i t  -  from I4arch U* to  March 21* I  ta lk ed  f i r s t  w ith  Mr.

had been made in  enaoneenahnimhatnahna im proving th e r e la t io n s  between 

th e  evacu ees and th e  a d m in is t r a t io n . He s a id ,  "Not very  much,» and added 

th a t  over  120 p eop le  were s t i l l  in  th e  s to ck a d e, w hich , t a  in  h is 

o p in io n , was 1 2 0 0 / to o  many. He then  asked m eif I  would do one th in g 

����������� fo r  him -  t r y  to  f in d  ou t what cou ld  p o s s ib ly  be done t o 

improve r e la t io n s ^  t o  m it ig a te  th e  p r e se n tv su sp ic ion . I  prom ised to 

do what I  could» m^MgpL * f

Bn th e wh^Le, however, I  found my Japanese Americans f r ie n d s  and 

a cq u ian tan ces k k  ammamkfemmmm somewhat mmmmmiieuhmwBd l e s s  an x iou s and 

te n se  than th ey  had been ix x S e x  a t  my February v i s it .

t a l k  w i t h  bo b m m  t s u r u d a ’ s  m m x y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  . B ; M

When I  c a l le d  a t  th e  IMMMM  T surudas’ q u a r te rs  h is  w ife  in v i te d 
Bob

me in  but to ld  me th a t  itm x0as away a t  work a t  th e  mess »as he has a lw ays 

wanted t o  d o .»  She su g g ested  th a t  I f  I  wanted t o  t alk  t o  Bob I  m ight

re tu rn  th a t  even in g , o r  on Saturday or Sunday. I  dec id ed  sn f ix k x o b c 

mxxfinjcfc ion Saturday.

r  i  decid ed  on Saturday, because I  knew 

th a t  th e  A d m in istra tion  would probably not perm it me to  en te r  " the 

co lo n y 11 a t  n ig h t , even w ith  an armed e s c o r t ._ 7  But Bob’s  younger 

b ro th er  c ie a r ly  wanted to  t a lk  to  me, so  I  went in  and s a t  down. We

 ̂ ta lk ed  f i r s t  about G ila

and I  remarked th a t  D r. knxtiftmni P ed icord  had been t r a n fe r r e d  th e r e .

&*(-
«¿fern's bo ther  responded ’’Even th e  way be t a lk s ,  c u r ls  h is  kpxpdbc l i p s ,  I 

don’t  l i k e .  I t ’ s l i k e  he was sn a r l in g  a t  yo u . He’s  su re going to  g e t  h is 

ba ld  head sunburnt An G i la .

I  then  asked what p o s s ib le  hope th e re  was fo r  b e t ter in g  th e  c o n d it io n s

a t  Tu ie Lake:
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"J don 't see a single thing that could he done. The peoples' confidence is 
I gone. You get one guy l ike  tha t in  WRA. I t  doesn 't make people hate ju s t  him; 
t i t ' s  a re flec tio n  on a l l  WRA. fReferring to Best) The guys from Leuppe liked  Best.
\lhey said he was understanding and would make a good Project Director. They said 
me was Best, the best. Row they say3 "Best3 my fo o t ! ”

Daihyo Sha Kai

S '  At f i r s t  there was a group that went up to see Mr. 
I the Army to ld  them they weren't representatives.

Public Funeral

Best. They were refusedj

jf**'

V

That was the Kihei and the Hawaiian hoys. I  don 't think tha t was the Repre�
sentative Committee. They didn ' t  go ju s t  to ask to he allowed to use the audi�
torium. They ju s t  demanded and rubbed Best the wrong way.

Representatives:  
y~

The representatives were e lected fo r  the block a t the beginning o f the year, 
ley met together and ta lked things over. They went up to try to negotiate w ith 

the Army. But the Army wouldn't recognize them as block representatives. So 
the representatives made up a p e tit io n  and had a l l  o f the people in  the blocks3 
a l l  18 o f them3 to sta te  tha t he was a rea l block representative. This was done 
a fte r  November 1.

Then they took the p e tit io n  with a l l  the names signed. Then they went to 
i  ta lk  to Austin. But they dicin't get any place. Some guys went and hollered
I louder. They got picked up. The loudest ones ju s t  got yanked3 th a t's  a l l.

A fte r  November 4 - th a t's  when a l l  the people sta r ted hollering about the 
Daihyo Sha and block representatives3 etc. The funny part o f i t  i s 3 in  January3 
r igh t a fte r  New Year3 they 're going to e le c t new representatives. They had about 
s ix  or seven nominees. F inally one was elected; he absolutely refused to be a 
representative in  th is  block. He's rea lly  a stubborn man. Here i t  is  March 

i and he hasn 't represented anything yet.

f I  now asked t h i s  v o lu b le  young man frow th e  C oord inating Committee was 

making out* The vehemence o f h is  answer^ju » p|»fe*iri me, bedause//anhndnhfean 

he and h is  fa m ily  were what I  thetVonflBfciSI ‘♦ con serva tive '1 r a th e r  than

« r a d ic a l * / / / * !  -

That bunch is  a bunch o f  inus3 and the biggest ynu o f  them a l l .
(  H e 'll probably get his brains beat out one o f these days. That Coordinating 
|  Committee - I  don 't know who elected them or not. -  people around here
I know about him. He used to head the Coop during the troubled^  WRA took rice 
I  here - prio r to the search /Qj&SSbfci and the big shots got toge^Ker\and sold the 

WRA rice in  the canteen td-djge people. They did th is  with r ice ana\oranges. The 
money they got from tha t they) divided among themselves.

They send out pamphlets. I t ' s  ju s t  a lo t o f  bolony.

I  know o f  a group that has been try ing to get a lawyer or a bookkeeper to 
audit the Co-op books and investiga te in to  i t .  We knew g ra ft like  that is  going 

\  cm. Afctit&mrfci probably got word o f i t .  I t  was getting  hot under the seat3 so 
\ be qu it the [Co-op now.
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I  then  asked w hether tMmmmpiamgm a genu ine e le c t io n fo r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s 

(which th e  C oord ina tin g  Committee was now p rop osin g) mask m ight not improve

He then gave me a copy o f a sta tem en t lode* by Mr# ÈkkiaS&MSdssakfc welcom ing

Tu le Lake in  l a t e  ffwnnnnqr F eb ru a ry ,!  and s a id :  T h a t 's  th e  kind o f th in g  an

1# For a copy o f t h i s  s ta tem en t, se e  p . 6 o f March f ie ld n o te s #

in u  would w r i te .  T h a t 's  r e a l l y  s o f t - so a p in g  th e  people#"
�� �������� ���� ���

B ob 's w ife  and h is  b r o th e r 's  w i fe , who had sa id  l f et t le  dur ing th e  

young man's sp eech , now jo in ed  in :

cfom's w ife: When Manzanar come in . qee, then were treated good.

/ f l .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  th a t
on March 1 , 19U5, I  lea rn ed  th a t  B i l l  Tsuruda had ap p lied  fo r  
ritkMirt ren u n c ia t io n  o f  c i t i z e n s h ip  and th a t  he hà d jo in ed  th c HBooshi  dan#' 
©£ March 1 , however, I  was to ld  th a t  he has res ig n ed  from thè 
Hooshi dan#

& \IL
th e  s i t u a t io n .  xfimtetio Bob 's b ro th er^ sa id : What do we want repre

K

th e  co n t in g e n t  o f M tgm x 1 ,8 ? 6  se g re g e e s  from Manzanar who had
*

r r iv e d  a t

���� �������������! �� ���"��#��� � �			��	��	���$%��&

/

That gaper ought to he signed3 "Inu
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TALK WITH BOB TSUBUDA

flinty» On March 16 I  had ksd a ±KKg ta lk  w ith  Mr. Sxxkxj qpc S a sa k i, Chairman
>

of th e  C oord inating Committee a t  which he kadmtomMramamtohatoml*maram®mmmtitea»m 

kBJÉn&QnQKplfaahQànünQthimgniihatQVQnAn&nnthenpaatinsEKpc appeared very  jSaauraqpcx  

anx ious and sfarararonc d e p r e s s e d  and t o ld  me th a t  in  th e  p a st month, th e 

Committee had accom plished 3BQS '»nothing w hatever"• I  th e r e fo r e  opened bjc 

my t a lk  w ith  Bob by ask in g  him what he though t o f Akttxwhkx Mr. S a sa k i. Bob

avoided ray q u est io n  and to ld  me:

He’s more or less the guiding hand in the Coordinating Committee business. 
¡William Mayeda is  head o f  Civic Organization; he l ives in 32 block and th ere rs 
f Frank Hawaii here> o f Housing. They're a l l  placed in  s tra tegic  positions here. 

They've always been here. A ll these fellow s are not on the Coordinating Committee. 
But I'm  absolutely p ositive  they belong to tha t group. Joe Nakao3 the one who is 
supposed to be the Senior Steward o f the camp; Sej Mooroka3 a su llen type o f  man - 
he seems to be Hawaiian bom.

He then  sp o n ta n eo u s ly ^ ^  feave me a d e ta i le d  account o f th e  gmaflfemlMun

kadmunaonenadn i r r e g u la r i t i e s  he had d isco v e red  as a worker in  th e  mess

d iv is io n .  Most o f th e se  in v o lv ed  what he con sid ered ev id en ce  th a t  th e 
werd

WRA, p erson n e l w ix /b e in g  fed  fa r  b e t te r  and more exp en s iv e  food than th e

Japnese Am ericans. xHsxaototaftx " I t ' s  p r e t ty  d isg u s t in g  to  s i t in  th a t  damn 

o f f i c e  and hear them t a lk  about ch ick en  and tu rkey  and wewalk back to  work ten 

b lo ck s and s i t  down to  corned frwyxfrwi: beltf and s a l t pork.^ He had l i t t l e

use fo r  most b f th e  C aucasians employed in  th e  mess d iv is io n  ex cep t fo r 

Joe B e llow , who was le a v in g  Tule Lake and Mr. Hayward, Bob 's b o s s .

"A ll th e  x k s s±x e x  r e s t  o f  them," he sa id  "have very  d e f in i t e  a n t i-J a pa n ese 

f e e l in g s  • • •  They g o t  th e^  a t t i t u d e  here; we j u s t  hand ou t food b ecause we

c a n ' t  s ta r v e  them. *01He added:

The main reason I'm working where I  am is  I  want to f in d out exactly what is 
going on in  the food s i tu a t io n w h a t the Caucasians ea tw h e re  i t  comes from and 
what's paid fo r  i t .  I  want to compare that with the measly 20 cents the Japanese 
are getting  in here.
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P e r so n a l ly , I  th in k  i f  B est ( th e  P r o je c t  D irec to r^  was k icked  out and 

Robertson (A s s is ta n t  P r o jec t  D ir e c to r  in  charge o f O pera tions D iv is io n )  g o t  i t ,

S in ce a number o f  o th er  resp onden ts had com plained anewirt about th e  " loya l"  

p eop le who had re fu sed  to  lea v e  Tu le Lake, I  asked Bob about them. H is 

resp on se su rp r ised  me, because we had not been ta lk in g  about in u  :

and that bunch are a l l  loyal. There is  a g ir t  who works a t my o ff ic e . She acts 
t ike  an inu. This is  how I  suspect. I  to ld  h e r " Y o u  know3 there are a to t o f 
inu in camp". And she said3 "Is that so3 but i t ' s  b e tte r  not to say anything. " 
That's how I  know, how the natural reaction would be3 "Who are they?"

He th en , l i k e  o th er  resp on d en ts, com plained about th e  fa v o ra b le  t r e a tm e n t 

g iven  to  th e  r e ce n t  a r r iv a ls  from th e  Manzanar C enter:

The fa c i l i t ie s  in  the new area., they have everything.  ̂ Porcelain ^and mirrors 
over every porcelain f ix tu re . In th is  area the men's la tr ine is  nothing but a

SttnaBnlnatnllnhadnaonhaittlBn
S in ce I  s t i l l  had so  l i t t l e  in fo rm atinn  on t h e  complex p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

ikaJixkxdxx&x o f  Octfcber and November 19U3> I  asked Bob xkmnrt about th e  

b lock  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  and th e Baihyo Sha Kai.Mgxg He ex p la in ed :

«1» 1 •

-wMTnriigg r e f e r n  ng to  t h e .  b lock  managers and, p robab ly , to  th e 
members o f  th e  Community C ou n c il. (See Thomas and N ish imoto , p . i n i ) j

(B e s t 's  jo b ) ,  i t j jou ld  ba4

not a person would wander away. This is  home3

the center have more or less rea lized  that to try
ina themselves. They're getting

�

100% o f the inu are o f the loyal bunch. I  wouldn't be surprised i f  Md&Btifti

I trough; they teak on the f lo o r  and the stench is  te rr i f ic .  The sinks are leaking. 
I The plumbing is  so bad they 're always plugged up.

What you c a l l  b lock  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  always e x is te d  even p rev iou s to

th e  t r o u b le ( th a t  i s ,  p r io r  to  th e  s e g r e g a t io n ) . /
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Out o f those tha t were representatives 3 a lo t relocated and newcomers 
were e lected  to take th e ir  p lace. I t ' s  quite possib le that a t the time o f  the

j trouble men were e lected. But there were quite a few o ld ones and th a t 's  one o f 
I the reasons why the people got so burnt up. The name Daihyo Sha Kai was f i r s t 
A heard a fte r  the trouble (farm incident).

/  In the beginning^ the Daihyo Sha Kai was the l i te r a l  Japanese translation o f 
f  the Negotiating Committee which the representatives ca lled themselves. I'm  quite 
|  sure they took on the name immediately a fte r  the farm incident. Under that t i t l e 
1 they tr ied  to carry on the f i r s t  negotia tions.

I t  was d e fin ite ly  decided by block consent to attend the funeral and make i t 
N I a regular project-wide a ffa ir3 by the Negotiating Committee. This was before the 

f  nine were selected. They were probably from the newly elected bunch from other 
‘£ centers. They might have been goon-squads but they were representatives.

\

Second Negotiating Committee:

|  a fte r  November 43 but before the important four had given themselves up. They 
I were very radical. That same group went to see the Tule Lake Co-op. By Decern, 
\  the orig inal Daihyo Sha was ju s t about shot;
'V

Braife
S e le c t iv e  S e rv ice  N o t i f i c a t io n 

Bob then  to ld  me*

They put in  the ir  b id a fte r  they yanked (arrested) the f i r s t  representatives
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^ o b  ta lk e d  a b lu e  s t r e a k  and I  was a b le  t o  ask on ly a few q u e s t io n s .

R es ig n a t io n  o f  th e  C oord in a tin g  Committee:

"Personallyj I  th ink the resignation o f  the Coordinating Committee i s  ju s t  the 
re su lt  o f  the L ife  photographer being here. Now th is  center h asn 't returned to 
any more normalcy than i t  had then. These poor saps got th e ir  faces in  the maga�
zine. There seemed to be qu ite  an outcry about inu and s to o lies . Then L ife  came 
out. I  th ink tha t was the primary facto r. I  saw two by fours coming. I t  came 
to a head when the p ic tu res came out in  L ife . 1

The P e t i t i o n :

The guys believe the p e ti t io n  is  a rad ica l goon-squad business. The group 
behind the p e ti t io n  was more or less responsible fo r  the inc ident tha t happened in 
Nov ember. &  They proposed the general s tr ik e  and the hunger s tr ik e . They are ju s t 
a m inority who fe e l  tha t they have to make a name fo r  themselves so th e y ' l l  be 
honored when they get back to the o ld  country.

When th is  p e ti t io n  was c ircu la ted  in th is  block, the f i r s t  thing I  looked fo r 
was o f f i c ia l  approval. Although B lack's name was typew ritten on the sheets there 
was no signature. So personally3 I  ignored i t .  I  haven ' t  signed anything.

Personallyy I  th ink many people confused th is  p e ti tio n  w ith an announcement 
tha t came out through the Spanish embassyy. which announced tha t a l l  people who 
had applied fo r  repa tr ia tion  had to f i l l  out a duplicate form.Ik i t  seems tha t the 
committee ju s t  picked the r ig h t moment to send out the p e ti t io n  ju s t  so people would 
be muddled up. I f  tha t hadn't been done^ they wouldn't have gotten h a l f  the s ig �
natures they did.

The only segregation the co lon ists are in  favor o f  is  the segregation o f  the 
Yes-Yes from the No-Nos. The m ajority don 't care i f  th e re 's  any d is t in c t io n  made 
a t a l l  between the No-Nos and the repa tr ia tes.

1 d°^b t  th a t  th e  P u b l i c i t y  g iv en  th e  C oo rd in a tin g  Committee by L i fe  m agazine had 
anything^ to  do w ith  th e  r e s ig n a t io n .  As my n o te s  dem on stra te , thi~m embers o f 
th e  com m ittee knew from th e  moment th ey  took  o f f i c e th a t  many r e s id e n t s  would 

_ brand th �m a.s in u  oir s t o o l  p ig e o n s . /
/£)• I have found no o th e r  r e fe r e n c e  to  such an announcement made by th e  Span ish 

co n su l a t  t h i s  tim e V  f

/ 2 I  H xxxxx Bob was m istaken h ere . The r a d ic a ls  o f November and December were 
not r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  the p e t i t io n  fo r  r e se g r e g a t io n .
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Mess Scandal;

They changed crews in Mess 9. I t  seems the new crew tha t moved in  ate up or 
cleaned out everything in  the mess including four pa irs o f  shoes fo r  the crew's 

fuse. Over a period o f  three weeks they had on hand 24 sacks o f  r ic e . (The popula�
tion of block 9 is 127 people.) In three weeks th is  r ice  disappeared. Some poor 
guy (a Japanese warden) thought he 'd  be a detective  and got in  cahoots w ith the 
g u ilty  party and since Tze held the respectable position  o f  de tective  he was supposed 
to f in d  the g u i lty  cu lp r its . So he reported people to In terna l Security  and In terna l 
Security yanked f iv e  guys who d id n 't  know what the score was. They are in  the stockade 
now. They are ju s t  sa in ts . They don 't know anything.

A p r i l  13>, 19UU,\Çfl& Tsuihida O K

Rationing in Mess:

Nayward g Me u s  f i s s i o n  to " s  

f o t T I s f e  Z  £  X M « ?

I f f i Z e ^ Z t e Z t T Z f i T Z u Z T g l Z  Z 7er
h im self I  explained everything to hum and showed hum ^t  was a damnea

food system under whi7hwe would elim inate J5% o f  t
aouna on every day. He sa id  condescend^nglyJ 'Well, we l l h a v

h i t  the ce iling  but put on a blank sta re -  I  went to see Haywara. j. V 
By g o s h , he h i t  the top. The next day Atsing was mov
warehouse. At the end o f  the month, A tsinger took a tr ip . Now he s fr ien d ly  ana
w illin g  to cooperate.

Troublemakers: t

There's s t i l l  a few people in  th is  'camp who don 't seem to rea lize  th a tth u n g s 
are m  the upward trJnd i d  i t  might be a good thing i f  they lev w e l l f ° Z ' d
T r c T in to  th is guy (a Japanese) the other day, < Z  Ti�
the children fran two to ten were badly malnourished. He came to the ^essjm d de 
Z n Z d t Z t t h e  kids get more f r u i t .  We 're issuing f r u i t  
Eighty percent o f  t h f  kids don’t  ea t a l l  the f r u i t  they get.  Yet he waited us 
Z tT a sT u  by two times. He demanded. I  suggested he s tr ik e  up the hospita l for 
T b i f  Z pp ly  o f  Vitamin p i l l s ,  since I  don't think fus t issu ing more f r u i t  would 
greatly a s s is t  the malnourishment.

I  then asked what m ight happen i f  th e  men co n f in ed  in  th e stockad e were

taken to  th e  Leupp I s o la t io n  Centers

a way] T t l t k Z f ^ t  Z t î u 7 o 7 T f  *7™  T ™  doub le , m
turned loose in  camp again On the^o f . Z f b  Would he tha t they weren ' t
in  the stockade. 7 f  Z Z  I n te r n a tS e Z Z ï  the™ * * * • «  few decJ it fe llow s
s M  be able to L t  J f f C t n o c Z T Ü m  t Z  Z i  f *  7  they
out the innocent and throw out the nni+ t  j  actu-a l ag ita to rs. They could take
sonally I  th ink i t w o ^ 7 h f /  g a t o r s  and send them to another camp. Per-
I t  would s ta r t  another tuckus ^ W h l t Z  f l f  *° 
lead a peaceful l i f e  u n H l t Z J Z Z s  Tver ^  ~  

/T . Robertson informed me that the institution of this ratio ning system was the work  
of a new man, Mr. Wells; Haywardyis probably getting credit  for Well's action^/

y ('ftkw*V> 'Hu-cCX, «
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Physical Examination for Selective Service:

One o f  two things is  going to happen. I  th ink there are three groups. The 
gutless ones w ilt  be taken f i r s t .  I  s t i l l  be lieve th e re1 s qu ite a few o f  them 
l e f t .  T h ey 'l l  show up a t th e ir  physica ls and fo r  actual induction. Then th e re 's 
another group who are going to try  to take advantage o f  the new Supreme Court 
ru ling . The g is t  o f  i t  is :  i f  a p o ten tia l inductee refuses to appear fo r  h is 
physical examination he can be c la s s i f ie d  as a d ra ft evader, whereas, i f  he should 
appear fo r  h is examination and should be c la ss i f ie d 1A and then a t the time fo r 
actual induction refuses to comply, he could not be ca lled  a d ra ft re s is te r . Some 
w ill  refuse to appear fo r  th e ir  physica ls and be d ra ft r e s is te r s . But the other 
group is  going to appear mainly fo r  th e ir  physica ls and then i f  th ey 're  accepted 
th e y 'l l  k ick them (the authorities) in  the face.

I  asked what Bob thoughtakHxfcxi about th e  p ro sp ec ts  o f e le c t in g  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s 

to  mgdcxKE th e C oord ina tin g  Committee:

I  don 't th ink the people would go fo r  an e lec tion  r ig h t now.. The minute you 
get a bunch o f  representa tives, you 're going to get in  a few radicals^. They re 
going to bring up proposals tha t are downright unreasonable. They w i l l  have to 
bring i t  up to the Administration and i t  w i l l  cause trouble. Why not l e t  trnngs 
r ide and see what w i l l  come o f  i t  fo r  a while. I f  things are le t  atone they mught 
improve a l i t t l e  more.

I  then asked Bob to  t e l l  me more about what had happened in  O ctober and November. 

I t  w i l l  be noted th a t  he to ld  me a g rea t d e a l more than in  h is  f i r s t  account*

Reactions to Farm Strike (October, 1943) :

I  f e l t  tha t the people on the farm a t tha t time were more or less unreason�
able in  s tr ik in g , because they could have kept'on working and watched a s a t is �
factory negotia tions to be put through before s tr ikin g . They jumped the gun. I t 
was brought on by high pressure speakers.

Bringing in Harvesters:

At tha t time I  thought considering what Best had promised tha t h e 'd  n o t ify  the 
co lon ists o f  any sudden decision. Then he brought in  the farm workers from other 
centers -  I  thought i t  was kind o f  a d ir ty  tr ic k , putting  i t  m ild ly.

Reaction to Funeral:

My opinion might be colored. I  believe my d isfavor to the stand taken by the 
Administration was because o f  th e ir  re fusa l to allow the people to use the gymnasium 
I t  was generally pub lic ised  that i t  would be a camp—wide a ffa ir . The funera l was 
on a cloudy, windy day. Just the kind o f  a day tha t would put the people in  mind 
f o r a  l i t t l e  radica l propaganda to be spread. Standing out in the cold, sh ivering , 
wuth the corpse in  fro n t and the goon squad pa tro lling  behind -  i t  was ju s t  r ig h t 
fo r  propaganda.
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The good squad was ju s t  a rad ica l u n it  -  young rad ica ls from Jerome. The 
Administration made a mistake refusing  the gymnasium to he used. Had they perm itted

people in fec ted  with the s p i r i t  o f  to heck with the Administration, and what not. 

Breakdown of Status Quo:•

You'd be surprised how many people voted fo r  sta tus quo. They were s t i l l 
gluttonous fo r  punishment - or they had voted fo r  it  in the beginning. I t  was my 
opinion tha t sta tus quo wouldn't accomplish a dam thing but would only increase 
the peoples' su ffer ings. You ca n 't have sta tus quo and expect things to improve.
I t  ju s t  means taking a sta n d -o ffish  a t t i t u d e n o t  negotia ting3 not having a dam 
thing to do w ith the Administration^ ju s t  le tt in g  them do th e ir  worst.

I  voted fo r  the general s t r ik e ! I  went radica l tha t once. I  was against sta tus 
quo the la t te r  part o f November. Inasmuch as sta tus quo meant standing pat - they 
were s t i l l  going on w ith the coat, c re w a n d  garbage, mess and hosp ita l, a l t  the 
jan ito rs and bo ile r  men were working -  w ell, under these conditions sta tus quo could 
be maintained in d e fin ite ly  but being very ham fu l to the co lon ists. For tha t 
reason I  voted fo r  the general s tr ik e  to bring things to a head r ig h t away fa s t .  I 
knew the sta tus quo would be a lingering su ffer ing  fo r  the whole damn colony. These 
elections and meetings were held behind locked doors. The general s tr ik e  was de�
fea ted . S ix ty -fo u r  mess ha lls voted and there was a m ajority o f  13 mess ha lls  fo r

the gum to be used, they could have put down a ru ling and lim ited  the number o f 
people attending the j*uneral. Had tha t happened there would have been a lo t less

women and ch ild - 
red i t  would be

I  mi

And a s I  was p repar ing to  le a v e , he remarked:

here vn the next f iv e  or s ix  months, i t ' s  going
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On May 13 I  took  up~permanent r e s id e n c e  a t  T u ie Lake, I t  i s  in d ic a t iv e 

o f my regard f o r  Bob th a t  he was th e  f i r s t  Japanese American % on whom I

c a l le d .

I found Jim having his Saturday afternoon snooze. He receive d me quite cor-  
, dially considering the inconvenient interruption,  and was soon speaking with his  
usual volubility.

Mess Trouble with Segregees:

We 're ju s t  going crazy w ith the new segregees. Day before yesterday they to ld 
us a bunch were coming in  Friday evening. Next they to ld  us Saturday and then Mon�
day. Everybody in  mess got busy and figu red  out what they should send to the new 
blocks. Then the f i r s t  thing tha t happened they sa id they were rea lly  coming in 
Saturday evening. That was a t 11 a.m. Friday morning. So we s ta r ted  sending every�
thing out. Then a t 3:SO yesterday afternoon (Friday) another te le type came saying 
they w eren 't going to come in .

I t  was the same thing th is  morning. They claimed there would be a bunch in 
today. So we went to work. Then a t 10:30 we got a te le type  tha t they wouldn't be 
vn t i l l  tomorrow morning.

New Identification Requirements:

This new business about g e tting  o f f  the colony i s  a pain in  the back. F irs t 
they give you a t i t t l e  piece o f  paper w ith your namey agey etc . on i t .  Now they 
picked these up and give you another paper w ith a number on i t .  On Monday every�
body w i l t  have to go through a tu rn s t i le  and they ' l l g ive you a l i t t l e  button 
which matches the number on your t i t t l e  piece o f  blue paper. T h ey 'l l  probably 
try  to stop you and see i f  your button matches the number.

" I t 's  ju s t  downright s i l t y .  I f  a man is  going to swipe your button3 h e ' l l 
swipe the paper too. I  could forge one o f  these in  f iv e  minutes anyway. "

(Jim showed me his paper and it did appear very easy to  forge. However, I'm  
sure it would take more than five minutes.)

Possibility of "Trouble" on Draft:

I  don 't th ink th e re 's  going to be anyone here w ho 'll be taken3 providing he 's 
a repa tr ia te . Of course the Yes—Yes boys showed up. I th ink they sen t out 82 
notices and 17 boys3 a l t  Yes-Yes3 showed up fo r  th e ir  examinations. One No-No 
boy showed up too3 but he knew h is own physica l condition and knew he 'd be refused.

A ll they did was come around and p u tt you in  fo r  a couple o f  hours o f  routine 
questioning. Some boys had th e ir  su itcases a l t  packed. They asked3 "Where do we 
go from here?" They sa id3 "You can go home now."

One o f  the kids is  in  our d iv is ion : he got pu tted  in  and asked the same 
questions as he was asked on h is m ilita ry  questionnaire. He sa id3 "I'm a Jap and 
a repa tr ia te  and d isloya l. " He signed a statement then to back up what he sa id 
and they turned him loose. He thought sure h e 'd be sen t to Leuppe.

The only guys they are going to send to Leuppe are the guys in  the stockade 
and I  th ink they ought to go anyway.
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I  in te r ru p ted  Bob*s spontaneous sp eech  by ask in g  him whether he though t 

th e re  might be an e x p lo s io n  i f  tb e  men con fin ed  in  th e  stockad e were 

se n t  t o  Leupp.

There's no undercurrent o f  a coming explosion. They ought to know b e tte r  than 
tha t. The Japanese don 't work l ik e  that. When the Japanese get rea lly  s ta r ted  to
bo il over you don 't see the warning signs. __

Besides the food has rea lly  improved. We have 48,000 Tbs. o f  curea ham sv g 
there in  cold storage. (Here Jim suddenly changed his habitual somewhat cyni cal  
expression to one of playful ecstacy.) In the mo

8 eggs per person per week. That' s an egg a day !

Private^ Enterprise Rule at TmLe Lake:

— 7 71 haven ' tJf&ard a/kd^TQaBbu tP rivate Ev^terpriso here •: They have had peop l  e
brk ihd d l l  Jme time.

44 h r . Week a t  T u le:

They tr ie d  to enforce a 44 hr. week about the middle o f March. Somebody got 
a briqh t idea and sa id  we were to go to work a t 8:30 and qu it a t 11:30 and also 
from 1:30 to 5:30. I t  lasted  about two days. Then they went back from 8:00 to 
12:00 and 1:15 to 5:30. I t  doesn 't make a damn b i t  of  d ifference to me as fa r 
as I'm  concerned. Why should the Japanese work eight hours gust to  wind up w ith 
the magnificent salary o f  16 do llars a month?

Rumor about Exchange Ship:

There's a rumor tha t there 's  another exchange ship on the waij. I  won't be�
lieve tha t t i l l  I  hear i t  on the radio. I f  i t  were true^ i t  would be good fo r 
the morale o f  both sides.

I  in te r ru p ted  aga in  and asked what p eop le were th ink in g  about £k  

r e se g r e g a t io n . He answered in  one sen ten ce  and im m ed ia tely  changed 

th e  su b je c ts

People fe e l  gust about the same on resegregation, but they figu re  the d ra ft 
w il l  take care o f that p re tty  n ice ly (by automatically removing Yes-Yes people  

from camp.)
Inu hate has died down. Things are qu ieting  down. People are fo rg e ttin g 

r Afafrfrot tk i» He stays in the background. As long as you don 't keep f lo a tin g  some-
thing in fro n t o f  peoples' faces, they fo rg e t about i t .
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Improvement in Food:

The food improvement i s  remarkable. Up u n t i l  the end o f  March a l l  we ever 
had was corned beef, s a l t  pork and cabbage; and then repeat i t .  Besides tha t 
a l l  we had was weiners, boloney and eggs. There was very l i t t l e  other vegetable 
except cabbage. But from the beginning o f  A p r il, th ings have sta r ted  to come in . 
Now we get le ttu ce , spinach, asparagus. We s t i l l  get frank fu r te rs and baloney, 
but we also get beef and veal occasionally, lamb and mutton more than beef though.

Our only squawk is  our d i f f i c u l ty  in  ge tting  pork. I  think th a t1 s because 
the quartermaster refuses to send us pork because we have a big hog farm here.
And th e y 'l l  only k i l l  the damn hogs when we're out o f  a l l  other meat. We don’t 
even get i t  once a week.

Prejudice of Tule Lake Town- against WRA Appointed Pers onnel:

The residen ts o f  Tule Lake seem to be holding the appointed personnel here 
in  an unfavorable l ig h t. They suspect the fee lin g  o f  the appointed personnel 
here is  anti-American and pro-Japanese. So when some of  the appointed personnel 
happen to wander out to Tule and get caught w ithout gasoline, they ju s t  won't s e l l 
i t  to them. There has been ta lk  o f  bringing a party here and having some Japanese 
c it ize n s  and people from Tule Lake there to impress upon them that the people 
here w eren't so bad a t a l l .

1. Mr. Takeuchi here refers to the small town of Tule Lake near  which Tule Lake  

Segregation Center was constructed.

Concem overoverCrowding and Large Number of Segregants Yet to Come:

Vn 6,UUV p^up^. nri'Cvi, ~ - r -------  ^
partition ing  o f f ,  I  wonder what's goung to happen. 

Much Complaint over Sanitary Facilities.

I  in te r ru p ted  again  and asked Bob xfeotfc how p eop le would f e e l  adsaorik now

kamfcmgmamganuhnennepneHnnhahfenexxjixKiKxi about v o t in g  fo r  a genu ine 

r e p r e se n ta t iv e  body*
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Representative Body:

Nobody cares a thing about having a representative government. So fa r  as I 
can see3 nobody is  going to break, th e ir  neck try ing to work up a few representa�
t ives  fo r  the block. They ju s t  don 't care. Things are going along p re tty  good3 
so leave well enough alone.

We haven't any block representa tive now3 ju s t  a ward representa tive. But 
he's always been in  existence. I  don 't see any ca ll fo r  them (representatives)  
a t a l l .

My idea is  th is :  i f  th e re 's  a representa tive from each ward3 th a t 's  e igh t 
people. Then3 i f  any problem or complaint i s  important enough to m erit bringing 
before the a tten tion  o f  the higher-ups3 whoever was in te rested  enough to do so 
could look up the ward representa tives and present h is case. But i f  there is  a 
representative in  every block i t  would be a simple matter to bring up minor items 
and cause confusion. I  th ink they should leave i t  tha t way and save a lo t o f 
trouble3 lis ten in g  to minor complaints. Things w i l l smooth themselves out. I 
th ink having a representa tive in  each block makes i t  too damn easy fo r  anybody to 
put up s i l l y  complaints.

Best's Activities:

Best has brought up a proposal to bring up the food costs. I  had th is  from 
Hayward h im self tha t Mr. Best ca lled  him in  and suggested q u ie tly  tha t we have an 
allowance o f  45 cents a meal and so wouldn't i t  be a good idea to keep the meal 
costs in  the 40 bracket ra ther than the 30.

Maybe he fe e ls  l ik e  he 's g e tting  p re tty  s t i f f  competition fo r  h is job. In 
WRA the way i t  seems to me3 every man below is  always try ing to do something to 
g et the job o f  the man above. That is  one o f  the reasons The appointed personnel 
rarely gets to cooperating w ith each other. Black is  try ing  to ge t B es t's  p lacej 
Hoover would l ik e  to ge t Hayward's job.

Hayward is  try ing to s ta r t  a cooking and baking school. So i f  the mess ha ll 
personnel could a ttend schools i t  would contribute to the welfare o f  the whole block.

When they sen t out 63000 lbs. o f  ham3 the other day3 they had about every damn 
Caucasian in  the place standing around watching the poor guys weighing out the s tu f f . 
I  guess they were a fra id  somebody was going to walk o ff  w ith i t . (Jim described  
with relish how he had walked in and cut himself off a good-sized slice of ham  
and eaten it in the presence of the astonished Caucasions. )

�
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TALK WITH MRS. TSUaPDA

f r  m May 13 t o  May 2B most o f  my resp onden ts w ere k&sxk happ ier

and Wore re la x ed  than I  had ev er  seen  them. Stage xfimmeptomAmiimtotamm

They f e l t  thatxjktaKxx th e i r  situaticnxwaflnfcftpnoufcng,amdmtohepmdfcidt?i»ni*im

±hisyxix3^nlaaghedj?nandnthepc*fcabaua*aBmeiopmeffiseiimD.pteaimaiffite4immmaien«a.

had s ig n i f i c a n t l y  improved and th ey  liamlBBiImfemmmBUfidmtmmnmMrihmfclnwdicftfede  
" :,- V • • ‘ ' By

mi hoped fo r  b e t te r  t h in g s .  Wtautpaaxifc/May 18; 26U of th e  men ix x t iu x

d eta in ed  in  th e  stockad e had been r e le a s e d , and, acco rd in g  to  an

a d m in is t r a t iv e  announcement, " r e le a s e s  o f from 2 to 5 persons a re b e in g  made

¡I
a lm ost d a l ly .  (Newell  Sw rt, May 1 8 , 19lU i). *HKtocK XtaQcnfhenadafenfcnn 

The a d m in is t r a t io n 's  ^mmmfemlmulmiimiBmtt î  ̂ a ttem p t t o  g e t  th e  p eop le  to 

e l e c t  a com m ittee t o  nominate ca n d id a tes fo r  a r e p r es e n ta t iv e  body

developed  in to  a lu d ic r o u s  f a i l u r e .

Out o f  th e  7h b lo ck s in  th e  c e n te r , on ly  15> nominated r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s .

When I  d iscu sse d  t h i s _phenomenon w ith  my f r ie n d s , they  sm iled  and *aap***ed 
SX3ffiXKKHKX$SN ̂ e ^ o n d e ^ w i th ’* e x p r e ss !  o n so 2 5  

-s ^ T o B l iq u e  or i r o n ic  s a t s f a c t io n .  They seemed to  fe i l  th a t  th ey  had
A

r e a l l y  put th e  a d m in is tra t io n  down.

On May 2h, however, t h is  atmosphere o f  a p a th e t ic  r e la x a t io n /wa s 

xkx sh a t te r e d  by a t r a g ic  e v e n t . XXKXMiffiiiie Japanese American
CL-V'—

c o n t r a c t io n  worker, re tu rn in g  from jjfce assignm ent o u ts id e  th e  area was 
m A

sh o t a t  c lo s e  range by an Aruy se n t r y . He d ied  on th e  fo l lo w in g  day.

When I  v i s i t e d  my f r ie n d s  I  found them -ia«lBMSfcly shocked^*#* a n g r y a f r a i d  

a f r a id  th a t  on th e  s l i g h t e s t  p rovoca tion  th e  s o ld ie r s m ight sh oo t them .

Most o f  them p p p re iia te d  my v i s i t s  bu t p re fe r red  t o s a y . l i t t l e .  '\

I  t r ie d  to  v i s i t B o b  on May 2£ , th e  day o f Mr* Okamot'S d ea th , but

found on ly  h is  w ife  a t  home. She appeared angry iM  and u p se t

A -- s TSURUDA

The people are angry about -it. 
lakes sa id  that i t  was the so ld ie r1 s 
h i t  him ( th e  Japanese) on the head.

But we heard over_ the radio th a t Secretary 
fa u l t ,  tha t he ^ the s o ld ie r ^  was going to 
Thatimade the people fe e l  be tte r .
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They were a l l  angry around here but nobody knew what i t was a l l  about. Some 
were sa y in g "W e ll;  maybe he got fresh . " But now even Secretary lakes blames the 
M.P.

xBAMnsffiXHxB&BxSSHHHBApnlfajin
MAY 27, 19U4

TALK WITH BOB TSURUDA

O  c o n t r a s t  to  o th er  resp o n d en ts, Bob was even more txikadsixKmftmfeBmtiiby  

f r ie n d ly  than a t  my p rev iou s v i s i t s l j i # / #  Indeed , he ta lk ed  so  f a s t  and 

so  much than I  cou ld  do l i t t l e  but l i s t e n  and w r ite down what he sa id #
■ Sooto

N is s i s t e r ,  Mrs. AlKtah i,  w ith  whom I had become f r ie nd ly  a t  G i la , had 

j u s t  a r r iv ed  a t  Tu le Lake and our f i r s t  exchanges were s o c ia l .J / r

j, . She said she had had a pleasant trip. The WRA escort, Mr. Mar tin and  
the soldiers had been very nice to her. The only difference I  noted in O*/-
since the shooting was a tendency to make wry jokes and la ugh loudly over them,  
laughter in which I, in my not entirely unnervous state, was glad to join.

Best has ca lled  a center-wide holiday on the day o f the funera l (day not decided  
yet). They are also going to hare a wake a t the High School. That's a dam good 
idea. I t  would be more or less iron ica l to  give the fellow  a m ilita ry  buria l -  being 
as he 's a repa tr ia te  and a No-No. (laughter)

A lo t  o f  how th is  goes i s  going to depend on how WRA handles i t  between now 
and the time the Verdict i s  released. I f  WRA can prove to- the people tha t they 
are sincere in  th e ir  b e l ie f  tha t the man who was shot was o f  no fa u l t,  and tha t 
they d id th e ir  b est to g&t ju s t ic e,  then things might qu ie t down. But i f  they 
exonerate the man completely,  there 's  going to be a b low -off. T hey 'll have to 
bu ild  a double fence around the Administration section.

The smartest thing tha t WRA could^ do is  to s ta r t  impressing the people now 
that the m ilita ry  is  more concerned /responsible/ than WRA. A fte r  a l l,  the man 
was a so ld ier. Under these conditions i t  comes under the ju r isd ic t io n  o f  the War 
Department.

When the announcement Was made in  our mess everybody took i t  as a m atter o f 
course. Knowing the J f i l i ta r y  o f  Japan3 they know how i t  was. The local and 
c iv i l ia n  au tho r ities have to step in to  the background.

The sm artest th ing to do would be to give the man twenty years and send him 
to j a i l .  Send him to j a i l  anyway and pardon him a fte r three or four years.

A fte r  a l l ;  he (the evacuee) was unarmed. I f  I  were the sentry and had two 
r i f le s  and automatic p is to ls  I  wouldn't shoot him. I 'd  bat him on the head w ith 
the r i f l e .

j  -I-*. u# had to  He’ s more s e n s ib le  w ith  th e  peop le 
C .  ( th e  cen te r -w id e  h o lid a y

called f o r  Mr. Okamoto’s fu n e r a l)  especial^J^



when i t  'is an order g iven  by the P ro je c t D irec to r . 
500 o r  600 words he can say.

I t  w i l l  mean more than any

On iihe other hand3 there are people who ta lk  tike  thvs: Well^ we can t  ex�
pect ju s t ic e  from the Amy here inasmuch as we one d is loya l Japs and th e ir  enemies, 
I f  th a t 's  the case and the man i s  e x o n e r a te d a l l  we can do is  learn h is name ( th e 
s o ld i e r ’ s name) and remember i t  u n t i l  a f te r  the war and see which side wins. They 
want to bring i t  up a t the peace conference.

Another fac tion  says ¿You won't hear anymore about th is  u nt i l  a f te r  the war. 
By tha t time they hope the people w i l l  have forgotten about i t .  Personally 3 I
th ink i f  they drag i t  out and hope people w i l l  f o r ge t-----I  th ink there w i l l  be
a lo t  less ruckus i f  they ju s t  come r ig h t cut w ith it  -  even i f  he is  exonerated.

You look a t i t  th is  way. This i s  what a ffe c ts  the people now. I f  tha t can 
happen and the man i s  e x o n e ra te d th a t w i l l  g ive the M .P.' s the impression tha t 
the l iv es  o f  the Japs in  here are not worth a h e ll  of  a lo t. That's ju s t  asking 
fo r  more shooting. HeckA I  might walk through tha t gate next morning and the 
guy w i l l  take a shot a t me. I'm  dead. That's not going to help me any.
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I  feeZ  th is  way. He's <3one'
I  c a n 't  bring him back to  l i f e .

• 7 nnyt f n Heart Mountain to  b r ing  h is 
I  heard th a t A ustin  had sen t a spe  ̂ le a s t  they cou ld do. I t

(Okaaoto's) r e la t iv e s  in  for the fu n era l. That
n i l  depends on what th e v e r d ic t  i s .

■ + , +n nine the impression th a t the man m isin terpreted
The newspaper s to r ies try  to g iv  P

the s e n tr y 's  o rders. . , n i 00k ou t fo r . What w i l l  Japan do
There’s one th ing ^  ̂ J ° e % %  worth one Jap. P re tty

about th is?  They re t ia b l  f  3 vs i t  them o f f  fa s te r .
Toon each side w i l l  be seeing who can k i l l  them o j j  J

Meeting for Nomination of Representatives:

J d id n ’t  even go to  the m eeting. Everyth ing f u s t  s l i d.  Nobody was nominated.
• JR i '  j j . a ¿ f f . c ^ S  ifA & A  * -J.

(Here Mrs. interrupted violently: "What's that? seng in (representa�

tives) -  Hell, the seng in  are good fo r  nothing!")

Satsaw w "  continued: Here's what‘happen s when you get representa tives. They 
have to l is te n  to a lo t  o f small complaints from various people. Then when the 
representa tives get ca lled  in  on something b ig , they take i t  up before the board. 
Their English i s n ' t  so good as the people on the board and they get argued ou 
o f  i t .  So they have to go back to the people and report a fa i lu re . They (the  
people) get hot and are l iab le  to  in c i te  anything from a fr ien d ly  feeU ng to a 
r io t .  • Then people get stuck in  the stockade.

The people are ge tting  smart now. They <ve gcrt

�'�l y Z d \ X 7 ^ fT Z rto l £ u £ t  aJ i u sbT amZ l 0t r
T j f f Z  te v T a fo o d  b T o lk m Z ^ e T J d  lIt them do a l l  th

■ they can’t  be yanked.

X

X

\

With the Block Managers, there 's less danger o f  f i ll i n g  the stockade. One 
th ing d id n 't  h i t  me r ig h t about th is  representa tive business. The suggestion 
came from the other end (WRA) . Just tha t mere fa c t tha t the suggestion came 
from the WRA o ff ic e s j  i t  had a rank odor, th a t 's  a ll .  I t ' s  too much fo r  the 
WRA to try to be help fu l.

The only way the WRA is  going to be able to d ispe l the fee lin g (o f  h o s t i l i t y )  
i s  to show somehow th a t WRA is  able to tru s t the people and to make i t  as easy as 
possib le  in  nere, which is  what Best says he 's try ing  to do but th e re 's a lo t  o f 
d ifference between what he says and what he does.

I 'd  l ik e  to see the damn fence torn down, and remove the dam guards from 
the gate. Nothing w i l l  happen. I t ' s  gust human nature. I f  you know you're trusted 
you don 't want to double-cross anybody. Let them go on p icn ics too.

On^Schmidt, Head of Police:

�
I  saw Schmidt fo r  the f i r s t  time today. He impressed me as a man o f  not too 

much in te ll ig en ce . I  got the impression he wasn't too b r ig h t in  the head but he 
did have some knowledge in  a lim ited  f ie ld ,  tha t connected with physica l prowess. ^ 
I f  he picked anybody on h is s t a f f  w ith much sense he wouldn't be able to handle him.
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I  asited Bob how he f e l t  about th e  men s t i l l  co n fin ed  in  th e  s to ck a d e , in  p a r t ic u la r

C U x
Reverend -iiii^and George Kuratomi*

th ink  they should be le t  out o f  the stockade. Those fe l lo u s  don’t

Z t Z  Z e n l l u Z  °th df h  I f  thue y ’re le t “ rt thSV-U  s Z U ^ o L r
you T h inh fheT ’u l e s i u t e ^

There's some guys in  there I  wouldn't l ik e  to see le t  ou t. You look a t i t 
my way3 they 're out o f  c ircu la tion .

As I  l e f t ,  Bob

>**w ~ • — remarked that the lid might blow off the camp  in two hours
and if that happened Mr. Robertson, Mr. Hayward and myself should come to his  
barrack, which would be the safest place for us.
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visit  at  bob mmunaamM tsuruda is house

%
?L

was taking a nap when I arrived so I talked for abou t a half hour with his  
wife and her sister. The conversation for some reason turned  to inus. They had  
thought that when they came to Tule Lake they would be t hrough with inus, but had  
found here that there, were more of them than ever. Every p lace you look you can  
see one. Twiaftacfesifî 'JIsister-in-law remarked t hat you couldn’t even have a small  
meeting anywhere but jtfhab some inu would go and re port it to the Administration.
'Mrs infiiiimo, TSfS’a^SkB^m.der sister came in. She m ade no bones about stressing
how bored and disappointed she was in Tule Lake. She ha s been here 10 days. There  
is nothing at all doing here. She had thought that there we re some people of back�
bone here, but now she finds they're all washrags. She talked wil dly about getting  
herself put in the stockade " j u s t so she couZd see what was going on there ”, a remark  
which embarrassed the other women. They kept glancing at m e to see if I were taking  
it badly. Then she shifted to talking about going out to the free zone and keeping  
tabs on the "strange things" that Japanese were doing ther e. She was very well  
dressed, as usual, and said that she was planning to see some friends and find out  
if she could find anybody with backbone. Mr. Taftsttnc hi now woke up and came out  
of the other room to join us. He immediately/gave with th e latest Mess Division

g o s s ip -  S* i

Mr. Wells:

asked me what I thought of Mr. Wells, the Assistant Proje ct Director  
in charge of Project Management (?). I said I did not  know him well enough to make  
up my mind. didn't like him:

QHr*
WeZZs impressed me as a so r t o f  weasZey hind o f  feZZow. Here's why. We're 

constructing a baking facto ry  here. He has a grand vis ion  o f  eZiminating g e ttin g 
bread from the outside a f te r  th is  baking facto ry  goes in to  action. When the bakery 
i s  under way they'ZZ mahe two hundred Zoaves o f  bread a day. That ought to be 
s u ff ic ie n t  fo r  the needs o f  the p r o je c th e  said. I  sa id  to  myseZf3 "Many what 
kind o f  a brain has tha t guy got?” We're using 4y000 to 4y500 Zoaves o f  bread a 
day now. But I  d id n 't  say anything• Zet him try  i t .

^[Those present indulged in a little mental arithmet ic and decided that if  
Wells' project were, followed it would give each evacuee  roughly 1/100 of a loaf  
of bread a day. MfsT^^fewmo said that if this happene d she was going to start  
trouble. She couldn't eat rice and had to have bread. She would go to Social  
Welfare and demand bread. ^1 controlled a small impulse t o ask her what she intended  
to do when she got to Japan.)

Mr. Hoover and the Spoiling Ham and Bacon:

"We have a f in e  hog farm here. They bring them up r ig h t3 feed them weZZ and
_____________________________ S&b

/l. See R. Wax, DOING FIELDWORK, (84-87) for a case history of Mrs. She was

the first "liberated" Japanese woman I encountered^



then slaughter them. Then they make bacon -  but they don 't know how. They put i t 
vn a l i t t l e  room and' bu ild  a l i t t l e  f i r e  there, made out o f garbage fo r  a l l  I  know 
and a l l  i t  does i s  ju s t  bum i t  black on the outside. Then Hoover has the boys hcaiq 
i t  on hooks. Everybody knows tha t the p ro tection  bacon has i s  the r ind  on one side 
and the f a t  on the other. When i t ' s  hung on hooks i t 's  open to contamination. There 
i t  hangs and i t  s so well smoked i t  ju s t  oozes. Then they put i t  in  the icebox and 
i t  contaminates a l l  the fresh  beef.

2 * .

. I  9o t hold o f  a major from the Army the other day. I  got him to go and look
m °ke house. He went and looked a t i t .  So they closed up the smoke house

and the slaughter house too. I  cut my own throat I  guess. We won't ge t any pork
now. Bub i t  d be b e tte r  to g ive us fresh  pork than tha t lousy bacon.

(JtolAs sister-in-law added here that they had been served s our bacon in the  
mess and that everyone refused to eat it.)

La8t<t month we had Z,500 lbs o f  pork. I  knew i t  was about to go bad and suggested 
th a t we issue i t .  No, says Hoover, l e t 's  wait t i l l  we get a l i t t l e  more and make a 
complete issue. We waited and we had to  dump 18,000 lb s . o f  pork.

CjTV**#*4**̂ \ *
(Later I asked^Opler*about this and he said that a great deal of pork had to be  

thrown out recently.)

J  f igu re  tha t Hoover must know somebody high up in  the Administration. I 'v e 
put the sk ids under him twice and each time nothing happened.

Best1 s Speech at Funeral,

I  w i l l  have to give the man c red it. He rea lly  has done h is best. . I  d id n 't 
go to  the funera l m yse lf. But he attended the funera l and ca lled  the h a lf holiday. 
Reading the speech i t  d id n 't  seem much d i f fe re n t than the notice he sent to the 
mess ha lls . I  thought i t  was a dam good idea as fa r as he i s  concerned. I f  tha t 
was the f u l l  te x t o f  h is  speech I  th ink h e 's  p re tty smart. He sa id  ju s t  enough 
no more. He d id n 't  lay i t  on too th ick.

He's more popular now than he has been since the beginning o f  the camp.

Regardless o f  wjuf ho d id  i t ,  the fa c t stands tha t he d id  do i t .  That's what 
you have to g ive the man c red it fo r . I t  cou ldn 't a ll  have~b£en prompted through 
se lfish n ess. I  don 't be lieve a man who wrote tha t speech could be en tire ly  se l f ish . 
He could have stayed a t home and le t  one o f  h is stooges come down.

Soldiers at the Gate:

We've got some nice boys a t the gate not). There used to be some guus
make you step out,  drive the truok through the gate and then get back in . They’ve 
g e ttin g  p re tty  good now. a

Stockade and Mess:

I  got Hayward to crack down on the stockade boys the other day. They thought 
they were going to run Mess Operations. They wanted us to g ive them th e ir  ra tion
da ily  ™ stead o f  weekly. I 'U  be damned i f  I ' l l  weight out Z7 pounds o f  r ic e  every 
day and 4% pounds o f  sugar. u



June 4, 1944 -

IfffrwtLrfi
 ̂ one o f  tTze public ag ita to rs number 1, sent a le t te r  to  the Spanish

Consul, te l l in g  him the boys in  the stockade were ge tting  only 14$ a day fo r  food.
I  to ld  Hayward to t e l l  Best tha t the stockade is  gettin g  food on the same scale as 
the colony. I f  the Spanish Consul th inks th a t 's  not food enough, have him come in 
and look a t the books.

C onfidentia lly, I 'v e  been g iving those boys a break. I  know the only pleasure 
they had was eating so I 'v e  even advanced them sugar on th e ir  next week ra tion . But 
not anymore. Since s ta r ted  to make trouble, I 'v e  not advanced, and they ve
been without sugar (since Thursday and won't ge t any t i l l  Tuesday.

The Jam Agitator:

There's a. guy in  block 42 who's rea lly  a chest beating ag ita to r. He keeps de- 
manding more dam fo r  hvs mess, when he knows damn w ell there s no more gam m  the 
warehouse. He in s is ts  i t ' s  put on the menu. Then when the people don 't get th e ir 
jam, he makes speeches te l l in g  them a l l  he 's try ing  to do for  them.

Trouble over Shooting:

Tî rnirririj ̂ ^  not believe there is going to be any  big trouble over the shootu  
"All the goon-squad members are resting  peacefu lly  in  the stockade. I f  the ve rd ic t 
i s  bad, things may change. "
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TALK WITH BOB TSURUDA

IMU  30 .

Jmm was sleepy. Moreover, we gorged on so much cheese and bread  which he  
had purloined from the mess that not much was said.

Hayward's New Policy for Stewards:

Hayward has s ta r ted  a po licy  o f  having the (Caucasian) stewards go in  and have 
one meat a day in  the ootony mess h a lts . Hoover was shinned out o f  th is  by claim�
ing tha t h is stomach has been bothering him. Hayward says h e rs going to have to 
th ink up a b e tte r  one than tha t next week. Naturally, Hoover knows he 's unpopular 
in  the colony. They have to  eat lunch in  the colony every day except Saturday or 
Sunday.

In the new mess o ff ic e  Hayward hasn 't given any o f  them separate o ff ic e s . He 
says he doesn 't want to g ive them o ff ic e s  or th e y ' l l  ju s t  be s i t t in g  around a l l  day.
He says the place fo r  a steward is  out in  the colony where he can keep in  contact 
with the colony mess.

S in ce  s e v e r a l  o f resp on d en ts had used th e  terra g i rl  t o  e x p la in  t h e i r  support 
o f th e  men d e ta in ed  in  th e s to ck a d e, I  asked Bob how he would t r a n s la te  th e  term .

The best transla tion  I  can th ink o f  is :  moral ob ligations, to men or to the 
committee. We sen t them up there fo r  an actual purpose and since they did tha t we 
fe e t  we should g ive them our undivided support. I t ' s  90% up here (here\J*i tapped  

his forehead).

WRA change in Policy:

I 'v e  been wondering how WRA has come to change so much. They 've been a t i t 
fo r  the la s t month and a h a lf  now. Always before i t was the iron f i s t  w ith in  the 
k id  glove. l£  anything, instead o f  going back to the o ld "do what you t ik e  and le t 
'em take i t ,  " they b e tte r  ju s t  p u tt on another pa ir  o f k id  g loves.

Treatment at Gate;

In th is  respect they 're  becoming qu ite  reasonable. In fa c t ,  they 're  tax.
You'd be surprised how people appreciate i t .  I t  makes them fe e t  h a l f  way decent.
They don 't fe e t  t ik e  animats anymore.

Hr- /TlninBiiiFT now came in and asked in Japanese whet her he had gone to the  
meeting where the possibility of bringing the Okamoto ca se before the Spanish Consul  
was to be d i s c u s s e d . r e p l i e d ,  "No, I  don 't go to any o f  those meetings. " He ^  
then went on to explain that his block (34) was one of t he strong status quofblocks  
— one of the gengoo-iji blocks. However, because of the baseball game this afternoon,  
very few people had attended the meeting. What made him  laugh, said he, was that  
when the status quo broke, these gengoo-iji guys had b een the first to go back to  

work. Returning to the topic of the gates he said:



June 10, 1944 l

" I th ink i f  i t  could be possib le i t  might be a domed good idea to ge t the 
Army away from the gates e n tire ty  and put decent Interna l Security  men there3 un�
armed. "

Wells1 Idea on Mess:

Wells wants to have each block mess s ta ffe d  only by people who l iv e  in  the 
block. That's not a good idea. Whenever you have people in  your own block in  the 
mess ha lts i t ' s  very d i f f i c u l t  to lodge a complaint. You ca n 't complain about 
people when you come face to face w ith them every day. Another th ing3 when the mess 
h a lts  are s ta ffe d  by people in  the block th e re 's  always a to t  o f  food tha t doesn 't 
get to the people in  the block. I t ' s  too close to home. Especially they can sneak 
th ings cut on the early morning crew when they get there a t 4:30 a.m.
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CALL AT THE TSURUDAS»

th e  in te r v a l  between my v i s i t  o f June 20 and t h i s  vi s i t  o f  

June 25 two men, s t ig m a t iz ed  a s  in u  tXXKKIX (in fo rmer) had been s e v e r e ly 

beaten  and s e v e r a l  had been th reatened*  IBob appeared very  d is tu rb ed  during 

t h i s  v i s i t  o f  June 25 and I ,  a t  t h i s  t im e , io n  cound not understand why t h i s 

shou ld  be s o . xRmnxnKGKthxniaiiMXniaicex!iLXOHO^cij£Qbexn25^nSnxn*nMahiida^nan*iitualn  

i^axrixteOTmthKmSmi«ixfiKmfcarmxtoE±dxmmxfcbafcmembm Bob wa s perm itted  to  r e lo c a te 

in  September and on O ctober 25* S u s ie  ^ a k id a , a mutual f r ie n d  from G ila , t o ld  

me th a t  Bob had r e lo c a te d  b ecause h is  l i f e  had been th r ea te n d . I

 ̂ ftnh Twmidfl «ant, ou t (o f  T u le Lake) becauseuJifii-was\ th rea ten d  by th e 
lYManzanar group. The Manzanar group to ld  him t o  b r in g  them sugar from th e 
/^ a reh oude. He r e fu se d . They to ld  him th e y 'd  g e t  him sometime when he 
I Iwas go in g  home from work. He sa id  he m ight a s  w e l l  g e t  ou t o f  camp i f  th ey 
L were go ing t o  k i l l  him.

p i  w rote t o  Bob, who was a t  th a t  tim e in  th e  Topaz Center and asked i t  him 

i f  he cared to  t e l l  me about t h i s .  He d id  not answer my l e t t e r ? ]

t o m  XTITTOMI T3UW *0



Attitude of People in Tule Lake - the Co-op:

I'm  g e tting  s ick  o f  the a tti tu d e  o f  the people. They are always cu tting  each 
others throats. Take the "well organized Co-op" fo r  instance. Heretofore there has
been a rumor tha t qu ite  a few o f  the boys high up in  the Co-op very n icety  relocated
w ith a big wad o f  dough. That's a veiy nice thing to do to The poor Japs in  here.

They claim i t  i s  the po licy o f a l l  good. Co-ops only to pay o f f  when th e ir  work�
ing cap ita l i s  tr ip le d  -  then the dividend can be paid. But inasmuch as the people 
are stuck here fo r  the duration, I  don 't th ink th a t's  necessary. Instead o f  paying 
off* what do they do? Build a new soda water factory and. other th ings, and you 
ca n 't t e l l  me they 're  going to be able to pay tha t o f f  in  one summer.

The Co-op also has from 180 to 200 cases o f  Troco Maigarine. I 'd  t ik e  to  know 
where they got i t  because tha t s tu f f  i s  on the po in t l i s t .  (I heard another accusa�
tion of the Co-op getting produce on the black market yes terday, this time the items
were hot plates.)

Kf OAa  ^  i
sister-in-law) I  was in  the Co-op yesterday when jlk&b'dTffci came in . 

You know, we a l t  turned the back to him. Every one o f  us. You could see how i t 
was -  pub lic  inu number 1.

(ex-Coordinating Committee member) t r ie d  to gyp us out o f  about 100 
cakes o f  to fu  the other day. The to fu  i s  sen t to  the messes in  tubs o f  about 50 
cakes each. Each mess cabled up and complained tha t they were from 5 to ten cakes 
short. I  went to see Ymmti&i about i t .  He sa id , "Of course, i t ' s  possib le that 
the fe llow s in  The mess'book them home w ith them. " He fin a l ly  promised that the 
Co-op would make the loss) good. t

Job for Mr. Best's Son

Did you know tha t in  order to create a yob fo r  B es t's  son (as messenger), they 
f i r e d  four or f iv e  o f the Japanese messengers?

Jim's Current Disgust with Camp:

When I  came here I  expected to f in d  qu ite  a d i f fe ren t atmosphere. When the 
people rea lized  they were here fo r  the same reason, I  expected tha t they would be 
w ill in g  to help a guy when he needed i t .  Instead, now i f  you've got f iv e  do lla rs 
th e y ' l l  th ink o f  how they can get i t  away from you.

Some o f  the sm artest people I  know are ge tting  disgusted. These are rea l in �
te l l ig e n t people. They came here and expected to f in d  a cooperative atmosphere and 
they 're  p re tty  w ell d isgusted. Their remarks add up to something t ik e  th is :  " I t 's 
not a case now o f  whether I  want to go back to the old  country. I t ' s  a case o f 
whether I  can stay here long enough to go back to the old  country and s t i l t  re ta in 
my se l f- r e s p e c t."

The trouble is  they eoqpect you to act t ike  a damn radica l and go out and k i l t 
every Tjakuyiny>n the other side o f  the fence and when you don 't act t ik e  tha t you 
are an ^nu. f  ̂  «

O V 0 b J  r j>
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¿¿Man is Considering Relocation:

The only reason I 'd  consider re location i s  tha t I 'v e  got a p re tty  good thing 
coming up. As you should knew by th is  time3 the majority o f  N isei came in  here be�
cause they d id n 't  want to go in to  the Army, That's one o f the main reasons why the 
Nisei are here3 98% o f them3 m yself included, I  couldn 't see f i t  to pack a gun fo r 
something I  d idn ’t  see my way c lear to. I f  they had trea ted  il s d i f fe r e n t ly 3 J would 
have volunteered. Nowy seeing as how they 're deferring people over 26 3 I  th ink I 
might take a chance.

You see3 i f  The war lasts three more years3 I ' l l  be 33. Then I  ge t deported to 
Japan. I t ' l l  take me ten years to ge t on my fe e t .  I t  seems to me Germany i s  going 
to p u l l  a flopperoo. I  wouldn't want to  be here when that happens. I  don’t  care i f 
Japan has 17 kinds o f Y amato Vamashii3 she i s n ’t  going to be able to buck f ig h tin g 
three big nations.

told me that he had been offered a pretty good job in th e Washington office  
by Hayward. He figured that if he took this, even if he were draft ed, the war would  
probably be over before he got sent overseas.)

Power of Colonists1 belief in Japanese Victory;

Believe i t  or not a fe llow  to ld  me the other day tha t Japan was going to have 
a decisive v ic to ry  and tha t the war would be over in  seven days! A g i r l  to ld  me the 
other day3 "You're so thoroughly Americanized3 I  don 't believe you belong here."

Sim's Self Analvsis:

My coming here was in  i t s e l f  a defense mechanism. I t  was another re ta lia to ry 
action to ge t even w ith the way I 'd  been trea ted  previously. On the other hand3 I 
fe e l  tha t in  re ta lia t in g  I  riot only hurt the government3 but eventually I ' l l  hurt 
m yself more.

The only people Japan actua lly  wants are those she can use immediately a f te r 
the war3 diplomats and persons w ith Engineering degrees. I 'v e  been te l l in g  people3 
i f  Japan should lose the wars which th e re 's a very good chance o f  her doing r ig h t 
nows and i f  we were to re locate and were placed on the same standard o f  l iv ing  as the 
Negro in  th is  country3 we'd s t i l l  be able to have a b e tter  standard o f  l iv ing  than 
as poor people in  Japan. Besides3 when the Japanese went to the southy they were 
never treated as the Negroes were.

Demoralization of Old Men:

A lo t  o f  the old men are g e tting  goofier and goofier. They stand around in  the 
la tr ines and mutter to themselves. I  th ink they 're  losing th e ir  minds.

I  asked Bob what he thought m ight happen in  th e  c e n te r i f  th e re  were 
a Japanese v ic to r y  in  th e  P a c i f ic «

I 'd  hate to see i t  happen. In sp ite  o f  the fa c t that the In terna l S e c u r i t y  i s  
on the lookout fo r  short wave receivers, i f  the local broadcasts were o ,d
the v ic to ry  and the short wave broadcasts were to exaggerate i t ,  I  don t  th ink there a 
be no holding the pressure gang (Re segregation Group) nere.

p A rrbsirve nm^rjg g g g g h g jg g ^  ̂  '

T'„e Often wondered. I f  there were a very decisive vic to ry , I  th ink i * e r e '£  
a great bTahfZinmorale. Especially mong certa in  people who have decided
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tha t Japan cou ldn 't lose. With the breakdown in  morale there would come a time 
when some o f  them would try  in  some way to avenge the defea t o f  Japan. When tha t 
happens, they 'd  b e tte r  s ta r t  bu ild ing more fences.

P o l ic e  Commission b e in g  contem plated  by th e  A d m in istra t io n .

d don t  know. I  don 't think, t t ' s  going to be such a hot ^vdea. The people a ren 't 
going to tike  i t , I  th ink. I t ' s  g iv ing the people the impression th a t they 're  pu tting 
them under additional surveillance.

I t  wouldn't surprise me a b i t  i f  Mr. Best wasn't ge tting  a t i t t l e  from the Co-op. 
Inasmuch as there have been three dividends passed up fo r  tack o f  funds. That 
s ta r ts  to smelt.

Appointed Personnel Misdeeds:

Private Sherwood is  the ve t here. He and the storekeeper fo r  the butcher shop 
(Caucasian) got to fee lin g  good one n ight. The priva te  had a WRA car and WRA gas, 

which he was to turn in  a t s ix  o 'c lock in  the evening. But they decided to take a 
t r ip  to A tturas. They got b o tt le s , picked up some minor g i r ts ,  a l t  partook o f  the 
b o tt le , the t i t t l e  g i r t  wanted to d rive, 45, 50, 55 -  CRASH -  no car. The WRA was 
able to  hush hush the local papers but i t  got in to  the Eastern papers and got to the 
ears o f  D illon S. Myer. Myer, not being connected w ith the Army, cou ldn 't do any�
thing to the so ld ier , but the other guy got h is throat cut from ear to  ear (figuratively  
speaking). His name was George McKee.

About Muir, head o f  Procurement -  i t  seems he and Mr. Hayward applied fo r  gas 
ration ing coupons a t the same time. Hayward asked fo r  400 m ites a month. Muir, 
th inking h e 's  a p re tty  big shot, asked fo r  800 m ites. Hayward got h is gas, but they 
put a spo tter  on Muir to see why he needed so much gas. They fo llowed Mrs. Muir 
out to lu te  and Klamath, where she t ik es  to go to g e t her hair f ixed . So they said, 
"Sorry, no gas."  Now he 's got to appeal to Sacramento. And he 's the auu who

�� 	����� �� � � �� � � � � � �� 	�� �� �� �� �

Co-op :

# - H - * * * # * * *

/ A f te r  th e  murder o f  Mr. Noma on J u ly J ® , I  d id  not go in to  th e  '’Japanese 

s e c t io n  to  v i s i t  peop le u n t i l  th ey  in v i te d  me. ( I  made my f i r s t  v i s i t  on 

Ju ly  18.$- Mmanmkiie^nannuiahnnnoflnfian I  d id , however, manage to  have a sh o r t

G

in  th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  s e c t io n  where
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sausage he had asked me to get for him in Berkeley. He sa id he would like to have  
me come to see him, but says that since he has been seen a lot w ith Hayward, his  
boss, he fears he is developing some slight reputation as an inu. We will try to  
meet someplace this side of the fence and I anticipate a con siderable amount of
information. In hurried asides, Jim told me that what surprised him most of all
in the last two weeks is the quiet way most people took the acqu ittal of the  
soldier. No protest was made. He had expected something. He added th at "you 
never sou such a mess as the murder. " He visited the scene later and found an
enormous pool of blood. "The funny thing i s 3 " he continued "that the murder has
sipZvt the camp in to  two parts. H alf fe e t  sorry fo r  the guy and the other h a l f  are 
glad. Of course they say he was k i l le d  fo r  embezzling Co-op funds3 but tha t was

taZk. Nobody could prove i t . " Jim is following out his plan as mminirtrril in  
vimusr'-wofeecMand has asked for leave clearance. His hearin g is on the 19th.

''►vvq.

He remarked that he thought that the Administration was  deliberately not making  
serious efforts to find the murderer. " I f  the people th ink tha t the murderer i s 
loose in  camp3 more o f  them w i l l  want to re loca te. I  was in  L ech li te r 's  o f f ic e  the 
other day and saw a tremendous sheet o f  applications fo r  leave clearance. " 'pi-r

g e t  ou t< ^ f- ~  ■ ■ “

My n o tes fop  August ̂ h-ave«*kmeFn lo s t *  I t  may b© th a t  because o f h is  »•»•gg'rirg’TY

warnings about b e in g  xfctgm xlixgk c a l le d  an inu  I  did  not v l s l ^ / t t *  aga in

u n t i l  August 19# I  have one/\gjuMriffTtriuit from him on th a t  dateyl, made xjbdckmx  
dctoBnoflnthenhungennatttfckentnnthenabiiiikade* a few days a f te r  th e  men in  th e 
3i*k3PHBe€r stockad e had stopped th e i r  hunger s t r ike *
jffiforx¥»M'rinhnr
BOB TSURUDA -  August 1 9 , 19hh 

Hunger S t r ik e  in  Stockkde

I  d o n 't  se e  why th ey  went on a hunger s t r ik e *  They weren 't  do ing th e  WRA any 
harm. They were j u s t  harming th em se lv es . I t  made u s sad though . I  kind o f  
p i t ie d  them*

* * * * * * * * * *

Bob

*  y  * >
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j b r t  ^
VISIT WITH

Knowing that Jfi'L is leaving Tule Lake within a few  days to take up residence in  
Topeuz preliminary to relocating, I thought it well to get a  last interview. Having  
knnyn A n since before segregation and having received  a long statement on his reasons  

^ f o r  coming to Tule Lake and many statements on his reactio ns to Tule events, I was  

anxious to get his "last words."

Current Rumors:

I 'v e  heard from a Caucasian (Wells) that eventua lly , should some pronounced v ic - 
tory come in  the South P acific , they are going to close down a l l  leave clearance here.

Also I 'v e  heard tha t what w ith Best v is i t in g  Minidoka and Topaz, the rumor is 
they might try to concentrate one o f those centers by making them in to  another cen ter. 
I t  i s n ' t  very economical to keep them a l l  open.

A/
***"  '**Murder Investigation:

I  haven't heard a th ing about the murder investiga tion  except tha t somebody has 
been picking up some o f the stockade people.

Present Opinion of Daihyo Sha Kai :

My idea - the things they demanded fo r  the residen ts in  camp were a l i t t l e  fa r 
fetched, but I  s t i l l  th ink tha t on the whole they were a p re tty  decent to t .

(We now began to talk about the "big shot agitators" of  the Manzanar section and  

Black Tigers. )w ___  . ... ___

t  i s  amKnMmaaBfcmimfa u n fo r tu n a te  but s ig n i f i c a n t  t h a t  I  d id  not record  any 
part o f t h i s  c onve r sa t io n »  Bob d id  not t e l l  me th a t  he had been th rea ten ed , but 
he probably in ijfcon i mad«mRamaRtaBmtetwfemmihgtiti t o ld  me Something th a t  m ight have 
caused t r o u b le  fo r  e i t h e r  o f  u s , had my n o tes been " c o n f isc a te d 11 by 3 ome 

member o f the a d m in is t r a t io n . /

"When they came here they thought i t  was going to be a Japanese Utopia. The re�
sentment tha t arose was brought on by th e ir  fee lin g  of  fru stra tio n . "

3 H  (Perhaps because he knew that this was the last time we would  probably talk together,  
turned the conversation to the draft dodgers (he has told me he is one) and to an  

explanation of their action.)

In Japan, when a son i s  d ra fted  in to  the Army he is  considered as haring made a 
success in  h is l i f e  so fa r . I  admit i t ' s  a m i l i ta r is t ic  a tt i tu d e , but th a t 's  how i t  i s .

I f  you had been in  Stockton before evacuation, you would, not have heard anything 
about not wanting to go to war. The f i r s t  generation in  th is  country carried that view�
po in t up t i l l  the very time o f  th e ir  evacuation.

I 'v e  seen fellow s dra fted  in  Stockton and p ra c tica lly  the wh/vle population o f  the 
town turned out to see them o f f  a t the tra in . There 's a very d.eep fee lin g  behind i t .

In Japan when a man goes in to  the Army in  war times nobody expects him to come 
back. That's why there 's such a large turnout o f  friends. When a sold.ier goes th e re 's

(I then asked aSm for his opinion of the state of mind of the  transferees when  
they entered Tule and was impressed by his insight.)

Defense of the Nisei:
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no such word as "when you come hack". That 's something tha t a Caucasian never under�
stands.

The Japanese fe e l  tha t a so ld ie r  cannot do h is b est work i f  he has h is mind on 
preserving h is sa fe ty  and ge tting  back to h is fr iends and fam ily.

In Stockton when there were 20 or 25 people seeing o f f  a Negro or a Caucasian 
there were 300 to 400 seeing o f f  a Japanese. Every time a young fe llow  was d ra fted 

was ¿just a town a ffa ir .
When the people were fee lin g  l ik e  tha t VeWitt should have l e f t  them alone. Be�

cause i f  he had, he'dhave gotten as good a bunch o f so ld iers as he could have gotten 
any place e lse  in  the world.

^ s_e g r e g a t io n _ ^ n o r | ^

They have died down.

Number of Sincere Resegregationists:

Wells to ld  me they had 3,000. But you must remember tha t tha t was when they had 
tha t p e ti t io n  when they asked them who wanted to go back (to Japan) on the f i r s t  boat.

. t 1 ^ U^ tlaat tlrLeve are about 1,000 now who rea lly  want to go back and there miqht 
not be that many. y

p r e s e n t  R e e l in g  toward ^ew Co-op B oard :,

There is  no fee lin g  against the new Co-op Board. I t  seems as though the majority 
o f  the people fe e l  tha t the present d irecto rs o f  the Co-op are making a sincere e ffo r t 
to do the ir  best. Their viewpoint i s  substan tia ted  by the fa c t  tha t the Co-op paper 
t s  making very deep explanations as to how the stock is  brought in , th e ir  sa les, th e ir 
rebates,  etc . I t  seems to be they 're try ing  to  explain that. On the whole i t  makes 
a-u°?i vmPf>essb°ng I t  g ives the people the idea that the Co-op wants them to know

s. y otn<3 on ^ t e a d  o f  try ing  to keep everything a secret so they can sn itch  on 
m e s ia e .

Attitudes Toward #ar |/ews:

There are two schools o f  thought r ig h t now. One is  tha t Japan is  taking an awful 
beating and we b e tte r  ge t out / o f  caitvg/ while the g e tting  is  good. And you'd be sur�
p r ised  how many o f  these there are!

The other i s  a more or less hard-headed view which is  tha t a l l  the losses and 
a l l  the defeats tha t Japan is  su ffe r ing  is  a l l  m il ita ry  stra tegy. You'd be surprised 
now hard-headed some o f  these people are.

I  had one fe llow  come out and t e l l  me no m atter how Iona the war la s ts , Japan is 
bound to win. Of course, what I  thought I  d id n 't  t el l  him.

(I asked Jim just about how many people he thought b elonged to each group. He  
remarked on the unreliability of the statement he was about t o make but took a stab  
at it.)

. ^s •C*22’ 03 b know, I  would say tha t a good 70% are now having th e ir  doubts about 
a v ic to r ious country back home. The other 30% are the ones who in s is t  tha t they 're 
going to go back there regardless o f  which side is  v ic to r io u s.

And among that 70%>, you 'd be surprised how many are repa tr ia tes and expatr ia tes.

A bunch o f  Kibeis were ta lk ing  the other day about going back to Japan during the 
� ^4_eri y°u corLS'i'd£n tha t they were a l l  young fe llow s who came from back there w ith in 

tne la s t seven to ten years, and some more recen tly , .. .  (there were 7 or 8 of them  

talking) . . .  the question was, ' I f  they have to go back during the war and go in to  the



Army and give th e ir  l i f e  fo r  th e ir  country, would they s t i l l  he as anxious to go hack 
r ig h t now, as a fte r  the war.' And I'm  te l l in g  you, not a damn one o f  them answered. 
There's a lo t  o f  them l ik e  that.

I f  an exchange hoat came r ig h t now there would he very few o f  them o f  Army age 
on i t .

PBj? Analyzes Himself:

Sometimes I  wonder a t my own change o f  a tt i tu d e . I  d id n 't  come here w ith the 
fee lin g  tha t I  absolutely wanted to go hack. The one thing tha t decided me on going 
out (relocating) was the a tt i tu d e  o f  the people in  the camp. They 're not my idea o f 
what I  thought a Japanese should he. I'm  very disappointed.

This business o f  dog eat dog and i f  they don 't ge t what they want, a l l  they know 
what to do i s  ag ita te  fo r  i t .

As fa r  as I  can remember, I 'v e  had a h a l f  way so r t o f  pride in  the fa c t  tha t the 
Japanese people were more or less o f  an in te l le c tu a l  group. When they s ta r t  to con�
duct themselves l ike  skid-row hums, th a t 's  too had. Just because they became repatrii 
and were in  a camp tha t was basica lly  Japanese, they d id n 't  have to g e t a l l  uppish 
and conduct themselves in  the manner tha t they did.

Mess Division. They had about three cases of pop and a t remendous cake, baked in  
individual sections "and each section  ind iv idua lly  decorated." He really thought that  
was swell. I asked if no one in the division had appeared to  resent his leaving.
He said only one fellow had.

A fte r  th e  second r e se g r e g a t io n  ?nricfc petitionmoAmfiapifcam was brought forward ±x 

on September 2U, I  v i s i t e d  a s  $any o f my resp onden ts a s a I  cou ld  nn«nptpOyrtnrr 

IHsaPMM so as t o  o b ta in  t h e i r  r e a c t io n s*  One o f th e  peop le I  v i s i t e d  was ttsxxx

ti^then told me with pride that he had been given a swell farewell party by the

#  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  #

SEPTEMBER 26 , 19UU

Bob’s  w i fe , xkxidckk who, w ith  Bob’ s  fa m ily , was s ti l l  in  Tu le Lake

TALK WITH MRS. TSURUDA

Mrs
of my pruv -̂ww— -- - -----

--- an , had no higher opinion of the petition than any

* th we are supposed to g ive i t  back to . You’re ju s t supposed to pass

i t  ™ / p / % el 0e^ l Sf the people aho are here from the "real Japanese."



Tsuruda 1*0. ^

NOVEMBER 1 , 19hh

TALK WITH BOB TSURUDA'S WIFE, SISTER, AND SISTER-IN-LAW

¿ D u r in g  O ctober and November a number o f  r esp ec ted  mature men ftnwmiir

developed  in fo rm a l group n e tw o r k s  to  combat the pc±&±majhmpmmm

p ressu re  o f th e  R eseg rea t io n  Groups, xitaifcmiiigmpendantnandn
Some

xnnoageonBnQMttBniuBtibu^snx&HEfe/older men, I  was t o ld ,  xdxinednhhen

yoxn-gnmennwhonannBuiitednthemnnQtintonftciiinntheEpiix open ly  c r i t i c i z e d  th e

R e se g r e g a t io n is ts  and ad v ised  JEta* young men whom th ey  knew, not to
1

j o in .  On November 2 , Mr. N oyes, th e  % new P r o jec t  A tto rn ey , t o ld  me
a ttack ed  w ith  a k n ife

th a t  a young man had bxsxkxK icd been taridfeni/by an I s s e i /  I  was to ld  l a t e r
f r ie n d s  on O ct. 30 .

by se v e r a l  Japanese American^* th a t  th e  I s s e i  who committed th e  a s s a u l t

was a z ea lo u s  R e se g r e g a t io n is t  and th a t  the fa th e r  o f  th e  mxx young

man who was k n i fe d / had c r i t i s i z e d  th e  R eg r e g r e tb o n ists . I t  i s  notew orthy

th a t  when I  asked tAocddi th e  l a d ie s  about t h i s  k n i f in g  th ey  aaoootsx

|dt^feaatofeKp3^m±toaQDc d id  n o t seem to  be aware of  any p o l i t i c a l

im p l ic a t io n s^  [_



FOOTNOTE, P. UQ Q (
¿ 1 *  is ^ in t e r e s t in g  th a t  th e  on ly  o th er  accoun t I  have o f t h i s  " b a seb a ll 

J, -— ) f ig h t  comes from Mr. K ira , th e  reputed le a d e r  o f the Manzanar g a n g ^ -A -^
��� �------^flaLifiapfeBhbeBnflignMpnKnpBnBnaunteenadntihftnflotftpuriingniinflnmnnhtin^nnnnn

0n September ashed me: "Have you beard about the f ig ht  th ey  had a f te r
( th e  b a s e b a l l  game on Saturday! W ell, one o f th e boys here ( in  th e 

Manzanar s e c t io n )  had, been s t ruck over th e head w ith  ^ ^ c l i i i r  or some�
th in g  and had to  have sT v eF s^ 'td b ir r ' ta k en .^  I  heard th a t  th e  I n s te r n a l 

■ {Security sa id  to  n o t i f y  K ira not to  take revenge* One o f th e  men hurt i s 
in  th e  h o s p i ta l  and th ey  wonH r e le a s e  ( t h i s  man) from̂tiie h o s p i ta l  
because th e y ’re  a f ra id  he ’ lX b e  murdered by th e  K ira garig*” 7



ho 0̂

Mrs. Tsurudajfyi^ was d ep ressed , She i s  le a v in g  T u le Lake on th e  8th o f 

November to  go to  /o w e r  (a R e lo ca t io n  Center in  A rkansas),w here she w i l l 

rmangynx remain u n t i l  she i s  a llow ed  to  r e lo c a te  and jo in  Bob. Bob h im s e l f , 

she to ld  me, i s  s t i l l  in  Topaz. He ap p lied  to  th e

/  t

Siouz  Crd/ncrce Depot of Sideey Kebi'&Ete,for & job» but was refusal 

beenuss o i l  of bis family ��� in Tule ipte. !ls plena to bo*?sv

I  started out the conversation by inquiring bow their block (36) wc���

feel ing ab.ufc the people from Kencnnar • I  w? s told ttet they s t i l l  

didn't l ike them.

op la around here seen to disl ike tra i*ecz*tr.\r '’Copie* Tnsy $ 
St y that the Co5op Board was’‘being run by ÀCanaanar» by £ man n&med
NWailU# 5*6,1̂  ( 4̂vNj u *-<x_

K  I^Hv^Uv
( I  heard se v e r a l  weeks ago th a t  Mr. Nwwura , th e  manager o f th e  Co-op, had 

r e s ig n e d . JbCXMXXxddhimnalnandnntmhnBn
, For a d d i t io n a l  d e t a i l s  about t r o u b le  in  th e  Co-op se e  my f ie ld n o t e s  o f

O ct. 22  , 25 and 2 7 .)

C0n the "°*«« Of November 1 , I  had ta lk ed  to  th e p r o je c t  a t to r n e y ,

Mr. N oyes, »ho had g iven  me a d e ta i le d  accoun t o f  a k n ifin g  th a t  

had occurred  in  th e  Manzanar s e c t io n  on t h e # #  n ig h t b e fo r e ] ]

So I  asked th e  la d ie s

what p eop le  were sa y in g  about the k n i f in g  that, had occurred  in th e 

Manzanar section (on O ct. 3 0 ) j

uThoy coy t 
tesetel i  figl i  fc

Hansorrr f*ivl Poston vere ponying. They w*r<? f ’ii?hiin<r nhathet* & 
f l y  was caught or rot. A fter tbs game the vinse«*« ^  ¿fa,
f i el d er . They say m>. old nan (a r aw . I t  i y  I fflczaral / «*) it

j^oJLfWSJ

� This old monK ân is of or: agressivo way. 
They say he practi cal ly runs the tea®* <»■

A lot of people know him



FOOTNOTE, p . h i  ^

/~1*  On O ctober 25?, S a l ly  Wakida|iad to ld  me th a t  a lonrifcadut Hr* ^tbariocx
was s e a l in g  th in g s  in  camp "at a high p r ic e . I  heard he made a

l o t  o f p r o f i t .  The Manzanar group sa id  to  him, ’»If you ¿e h±x b± b  
don’t  c lo s e  th e door o f  your s to r e ,  we’l l  la y  you fl a t . 1 T h is was some- 

1th in g  0 »iL»^to do. The peop le l i k e  the Manzanar gr&up fo r  t h i s . "



Tsuruda, Nov, 1, hi

I  then  asked the la d ie s  what p eop le were sa y in g  wkicy*  about the 

ren u n c ia t io n  o f  c i t i z e n s h ip s 

B® nunc ia t  ion o f  C i t i z e n s h ip .

\  nTbe r e n u n c ia t io n  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  c s y  b r ing bis: t r o u b’’«».”
\  _  — - -  (X M  ,

We then d iscussed the in tim idation  of Tarter«^, 0 1 was to ld  that

everybody thought that he bed i t  © ring  to him, I then remarked

oftsualiy that i  was notic ing  that there wasn* t nearly  so much ts ik

about inu as there had been before drttewSSfrs k iV in g .
N jP^K o  "

Fffton r >
/ «wéf#eB̂s*iiis i,iiP6er ,  / 

th in k  o f i t , ’1 oaaiMM*« i g « - . j ■

a g reed . ’’T h a t’ s r ig h t ,  come to

R eseg reg a t io u  Group

r

N ru '/fcb  .
d id  most o f th e  t a lk in g  a lth o u g h  w ife  and h is

CWa*  ") 4̂ It0
b r o th e r ’ s w ife  ^were p r e s e n t . S ta ^ sa id :

*’I  th ink  there ore* t%o groups. One of them is  re a l ly fo r i t  and 
the other gr cuo doesn’ t o^r o . 1 don* t th ink  that thete is  any group 
ra a l ly  against it*  because i f  they to Iked rgsir.Ft i t  they ’d go ©ut^n

I ff*——  " • " *■ Lr y- j  "jfc/ii A *- —*— *-*"»« r&T! k t  ou t+A£< • ©* qRfi&j»

Bev

"The v»oy i t  seers to :r.3 one or tvo ceoolv in a block s te r t  i t  
(Support of tha Sokuj l  Hikoku fja^jli can -  tbs Bo-segregation g rou 'p ); 
and they pu ll the others in . In th is block v.s don’t even h tar shout 
i t*  but in son« other blocks they ’ re very strong« 11

* n I hei-rd a s tc ry  about how acted  kind of yellow in  tha
s tc o k s d ^ •� � �� ' ' �' � ' �)� '

Bunor ai-rS? Y i q ^

{ f,Do you know if th is  is trus? I heard that B*sst bes announced tha t 
j i f  th* poop la do nrt go to e.*xtr cr.es in ce la hr© ting v o i j i  S& tsu jhs isou Id 

/  not put out the Anerican f Is«  on that day«

|  . w3 S a ch S ch o o l i s  go in g  to  hove i t ’ 3 o’*n in d iv id ua  1 c e le b r a t io n «

I *2? he ( B3s t ) did anno uno* th a t I th ink  i t ’ s about the sm artest 
th ing  ha ever tv. id «7 At leset'W h gave in  c-nd gave s ore th in r. in re tu rn .

FOOTNOTE, p. hi

ZZ r  1* The a n n iversa ry  o f th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  M e ij i  dynasty« J



Tsuruda -  Nov, 1, 19UU "���

A ll pirsser t agreed filth  rr.a tha t tw  support which the S3 yssprsg&t Son

group wos ge t  fc lug now wc*g fa r  1« es then v.t s g ive n the Sa 5-hyo sk*s during

the ino i«Unt Ntpr  ̂H  4 *5) ,  _ ,)
I p r f a

Cajgj i 'moFm̂
ftsfore f in ish ed  goa» f i  v e yser old son came In , Es

s a t  h imse l f  down, surveyed us solemnly end remarked aalmly in Jap an ese ,  

WI  want to  go to  Japan** The ^o ren  leuphed in ereharrasment� and to ld

N

me th a t  he t a l k s  l ike  t h ‘ t  bsoeuse �� p icks  i t  up from the o th e r  c h i l d r e n .  

( Tiiifch h i s  f a t h e r  ask ing  fo r  work' i n *  d e f in es  p*>anfc, l i t t l e  ^ j U  * i l i  hava 

to  ohange h i s  *^nd a g a i n . )



JANUARY 1k, 19h5
VISIT
WAi*/WITH BOB TSURUDA*

,Today I  found l o b ' s  s i s t e r s ,  Mrs. Sato  and N oriko,and a ls o  Mr. Sato 

a t  ho$e. ffrs. S a to 's  husband, a t a l l ,  f a t  man, has

f i n a l l y  a r r iv ed  from Santa Fe.

He was very  f r ie n d ly ,  and, when I  a r r iv e d , he was calm ly  tram ping on  

dough, fo r  making n o o d le s . As he tramped, he made blasphemous remarks 

about th e  WRA, in  Jap an ese, which h is  w ife  o b l ig in gly  t r a n s la te d .

* WfeA“>
jCr* spite of th e ir  sour retsoyks, tbs atmosphere of th is  baesewAvioJ is

t 4 f f ^ i t h ,

i IK» o ssuyed of

sa id  s e v e r a l

a head,  which f o r  b is  fcr.iT/  fcould be $700* Ha has o f a i r  s t a r t  premised 

him w i th  h is  fo rsrsr  employer in  C a l i f o rn ia  and f e el s  th*jfc w i th  t h i s  

much he lp  to  buy s q ^ p m e n t ,  c lo th e s  end f u r n i t u r e . c oi  Id raks c u t .

~ ^ i x i  r«3WiwTgLjfcjwr,,,g(n ^  r,s-vs

K ir kr.$ n# v**t
\

f o r  iL\:'A

rae race r ?

¿.Vit'. s VM-j

r, f
N

vxs ,  &i rfcrsn 9

/  very sra ious th*'t the Indies ore pars th e ir fam ilies

**S h e  v . tn tc -u  o n  t h e  \s\ms  o f  t h eU**»

* f^ m<"*• * *w»*"V fam i l i e s .  She su re xvurts us t o  rco ou t • 8 ha so y s  evtjn

luofcii vino yenouneo th e i r  o i t  iscngbiP v. i l l  s t  i l t  "v t  scn t  oui:£m£V'
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a s ,  v•wj ytg*'»' ■ »»’-'

who h«*s net lost her R ift of piofcutesrus speech^ re marked thsfc shs to ld  

*■ % s • 2-irknen:

^  ”wfPt €o you went us to do, ?o bock to C alifo rn ia  and r g t f i l l e d  
U ^ u l !  of lend?*’ -

^  � �4+forSZJut (Ll

I* si go ire  to $ it here end .watch* How oen a per «on ms^e u p P h a ir 
\ b u m ?. hen they con t Vnon anyth in?? He cor/1 do pond or: the 7j3A.w

« *  conversation then turned to ;,

in o l.ia d  r i l l p m o s ,  as i t  hss in #mny v is i ts  o? 

The ? i , ipinoi?/ wbo are p ictured c a lurking s ly ly  in C s iifw v v ^ .

w aiting to murcer the Japanese on tb s ir  re tu rn , are e ith e r feared very

. rnuch or they serve as a good c?:c*U3« /utlrc^Xjt.  •
„ 0  . . ;mV n 0 ̂  p j  C* n

The ta lk  then turned to thdv^sS S uend the Hokoku« ICobody present

had a good wogk to say about them, ID* e . jj^vryd her s is te r  even ca lied

than b6ld%>nds which tin® any of ny informants have

used th ^ te rm  to  me . M M i  to ld  how si* bed been in the ccnteon
TNYVHx> 4

and a roa l© fr ien d  of he r^  «o s there ?. ith  Ion? h e ir ,  A Sokoku 

fr iend  oi nis had addressed kun, ’ ¿*ir not goring to hwe anythin? "’ore

to do w ith you i f  you keep looking like that (w ith ton? hair* ) Are you

g da pot.e se or .aren ’ t you?** That’s ho^lC^sijy keep te*,k i r ;? «ni >vfi «<*•-, ,5
� � &� *� �� �+,� ���� � 	�� 	����

I  was then asked i f  eny Tore would be picked up. • I ss id  i t  .wes

P ass ib Is . "Good , K ro id thc- i v. o v. 3rrs l\.

pave ner v 5.«% on tsnunc ist;-5on of c it izen sh ip s

I never, t take n any steps tov r.id m<r<*r.*iKK i t  * 7f the Js i» i l̂ a . i  
government or somebody recognizes i t , i t  boetd V t 'd if fe r? f i t  • 5ut He«ir * 
Whet guarantee do you have'/1

Spsakinc of ih i ^gupe r~pf: t r i o ts ” alie added: ( ^ ' ^ t / 1****^

; allcady pocked up, They'rs

I:

A lot ot-^WoKs
f



t/r
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E. Hanks y  -  Kotcs -  l u i s  rpk

-> w m r *  over the term inations -  they 're  f ig h t  in* over s h e 's  to h» term inated 
(end nho ip to ’¿es p their  io b ) , «®*«s ■ -

N k Æ  Ë ^ Î S t ^
than wanted to know what had happened to the linoleum the

Tulear*3 were supposed to  have rece ived . This is a m atter tha t is brought un

to as every once in a w h i le .  The ooneluSion usua l ly  is that some TfSA

employee grafted and made o f f  w i th  the l inoleum. The sub jec t  of  g r ie v a n c e s 
UÀ1X- ----

over poor Tule^ f a c i l i t i e s  ’was pursued ht lengths

"They don’ t give us soap, s i x  months ago wo t o t  d m  bar per oer-on T 
understand they ’ re O p p o s e d  to fu rn ish  t h a t .  A. l i t t l e  whi le ago . «  had*

in s
i ere

v, voet * � l i t t t tS  While �� «e h
no rioa fo r two cay3o The people -ere in on uproar* Tbsv to ld  us th 

' had °S9n 8 t r o in  wre° K' Dnd they couldn’t s:et the rice Vers.*1

The subject then turned a^ain to  loov inr  csrep:

� �  ^ u JUne 0U^ln  t0 know som eth in* • Tne o the r .  cen ts  rs  w i l l
�� ** re lo c a te d  by then  und we can see how they  s e t  ©Ion*

( v -  ,"f® "a*t l ? r̂ t  o u t * But * •  o°nt Kith { 2 5 .  'y e hove to buy a bed 
L y ta and te V6 * *  to e a t .  y i  looks as  i f  you eat you can’ t s leep ! "

100 d o l la r s  a h ea d , I  cou ld  do i t , "  s a id  1* *

Then ^"rs* Jsj^Tl'dded:

H,
pf ol’ le h  here. have *11 go t ten  ducb, slow aid la zy , yro're so 

J  behind .n the world outside too .  fto've a n  been in camp too lo n g . ”
y*~‘hk a.JLJj L

^  rar i r twd^tlr t  her brain had gottsr,  to  slow shs o an ' t

remember vw^re she puts her th ings anymore.

We f y e l  i t s  irsuch sa fer  in here«’*'

*



FEBRUARY 8 , 19h$

TALK WITH BOB TSURUDA*S SISTERS

s i s t e r  cskod sae .t *» c*nt th ing .  I  s* id  i t  ^ s r , t t r u e ♦  ■ j^^rjprnmmkiia

S a r i  V-^**®* i • j  < ^ 7 ^ ?
»nLy'Tyf^ '̂wSl r ccc ived c- i s t U r  fr b i s  o ld ^Sneko rTran, ¿t;

i a J .
vino:,) ViOAViorKs a in Call?* The 1$ t te r c on, t ei nc d a n ur g* nt “ e q u* st £ o V -T

bav� hii~ss i f  c leered a nd ge t t or?, tkn rffiP  Japsm •?£ .£« p x H i  s s nd ye turn t
\5̂ ct^nb ^VVoPS^^^

up  h i s  o ld  j o b .  X t h i n k  l ! f a . ^  A u  :■ * XtzV-Y l i t «  hay
^ SisKt̂ Ml  )

to

C a l i f o r n ia  ‘c a ice

bus bund to take ¿ction^^j^fes^e^isa^, but^hs!<? c ]<? $ 9E� l i s h  ly  nhe n I*. t  S

i t  in pre ��y st? ongV l,u m.j.row"T «■  On thi oth-'i ha n-
n ■  ii -̂*vL “*■



i? E5TT¿�*iR £ 9 ip 154* 5  ̂"ISeS^ • ¿ n

wont h u r t  to s i t  in  Tu]e a 13.ttl<? longer and sc® v*hst tbs govc? pansnt  d e c id e s  '

to  do* A f te r  a l l ,  she h ea rs from  Power tha t th e jn a re  a sk in g  $ 1 ,0 3 0  CL h s » d , or

to  be s e n t  b ack  to C h s  A ssem b ly  c e n te r s  so th e y  can  "ga t used to  ¡the p e o o is 
£o- .

•** She d o e s n ' t  want to  pet h u r t o u t s id e ,  I  v en tu red  to

rem ark th a t what t i l t h  the Eokoku c a r r y in g  o n , a p sr so n  n ever  knew when ha

Nvruita
tzt& r ,was g o in g  to g e t  hu r t in  Tulo Inks .  " T h a t 's  t r u e ,"  sa id 

b u t a t  l e a s t  here you knots y o u ' l l  g e t  a good f u n e r a l w ith  a l l F your f r ie n d s

0 round ,  Ye o , ■ sa id  Mr s . eba b ly  out th e re  t h e y 'l l  j u s t  s h o v e l  you i n f 

a jh o ie  in  the ground*" <f^*cr <¿£0

® th en  tu rned  to  t he K�k'pku. Mrs • 5if̂  ask ed  me i f  i t  >aare true th a t

- � � � . � . � � / � � �

ouu were to ra cicked ud  soon.  ‘¡Then her brother came in later  he asked j the

same q u e s t io n ,s o  a  assume the rumor i s  pro t t y  w id e sp r e a d . There a re  qi i t e

* ^evs peop le in  t h e i r  b lo c k  an d , though th ey  dodn ot seem to  be �E
WMcCdft.

ftn̂ "p,ii«I«<iK̂ as the ones �� orge^ 'far*» »4iiju i has to  l ive  w i th ,  they give t h i s

f a m i ly  a p a in  in  the n e c k . "The more th ey  (afcs out the b e t t e r , "  sa id  Mr

She t o ld  me th a t tehe huaheard th a t  a f r ie n d  gave h is  S an ta  pa ^-ound f r i s n d

an en v t lope> w h ich a cco rd in g  to  Japanese o u s to t^ fph ld  c o n ta in  money as  a

f a r e w e l l  g i f t . f/liQ n tbs man opened i t  on the t r a in  i t  c o n ts ir .sd  o n ly  a If

S l ip  o f  paper on w h ich  was w r i t t e n  E a k a ta r i  (damned f o o l ) .

Mr s ^ m r ur,kan those so-and-so Hpkpku g o , we onn'fc go'and suy,x\ b f re sorry 
I your flon wee t&ken/ You have t 0 congratu late tharai ? heard some of them 
f complinsnt ing a fam ily whose son wos s e n t» They say they nr« true
\  J *P*n* « / •  *}» **5d» " » * t  t r ip  i t  w i r  be ; v/ s i n ,  Thar *?« lu s t
v^t io k  lc dfc ink j w

fr j  In  l a t e  January, in  an attem pt to  s te p  th e  f lo o d  of xnmmmadiafcummmm 

a p p l ic a t io n s  fo r  ren u n c ia t io n  o f  c i t iz e n s h ip ^ a n d  put an end to  ±hm 

R e se g r e g a t io n is t  p ressu re  , John B u r lin g , th e  J u s t ic e  Department r e p r e s e n ta t iv e , 

an open lUfclif to  th e  chairmen of th e  Hxx H ooshi dan and th e  Hokuko. 

Mimeographed c o p ie s  o f th e  l e t t e r ,  w ith  a Japanese t r a n s la t io n ,  were posted  in 

a l l  m xxxkx ilx  mess h a l ls  on Janurary 2lw%

1 asked the la d ie s  what th ey  thought o f th e  sta tem en t made by th e 

Department o f J u s t ic e :





FOOTNOTE' p , U8 

r 1* See F ie ld n o te s



/ 2 .  Bidkk Mr. Sato  and Mr. Yamashita had been in te rn ed  in  Santa Fe in  th e 
sp r in g  o f 19h3* But Mr. Yamashita was a llow ed  to  jo in  h is  w ife  a t 
Tule Lake in  th e  sp r in g  o f 19U1;, whereas Mr. Sato  had not been a llow ed 

t o  come to  Tu le Lake u n t i l  December or November o f 19U5*
Mr. Sato  i s  mmmmftwimmmgmfemcsaying th e  Yamashita took  ca re o f 
h im se lf  and, more or l e s s ,  d eser ted  h is  fe l lo w  in ter n e e s  a t  Santa Fe«



T'
Irfh  i

FEBBUANT 8 ,  fl0#5 , j |

Is ta ke

OAJfî KA
As s e v e r a l  o th e r  £Q :r l«  have askad mo t h i s  w e e k ^ t iwy  ss lcsd  i f

i t  were true th a t  tho o th a r  r e p a t r ia t e s  and e x p a t r ia t e s  in  artrfmi the

•!
r e lo c a t io n  c a n te r s  wsre to  b? roved  to  Tula I? k e . ’| . -

j) o 9& Qi*w v mA«̂ » . J . , - ^ Qxrtf'
^■ ¿Tel t-'i-trrrrfirr that Mrs, ligand  hsr s i s ter ore good friends of Bed, on:

*  t L  Cliro ' ,
o f  the te a c h e r s  who sso sp o d  the n ic k -u p . 3EH_ ari ex -G ilik n . M re .V S ^ sa ia

A S ic H
nHe?s 9 good k id .  I*-»« never seer* a k id  a s  h o n es t  as  t h o t . tt

$fe»̂ .e*r— ~ ~ . . ..... —  ■■ * ™. .  . 1 " , vt
“ih e re 1 s a fe llo e  J know «ho reg re ts  having xmmm to go. (This boy 

th inks he v?il> be se n t.)  He to ld  rre hs*d like ' to re s ig n  but he fe e ls  tha t 
I  i t  wouldn* t seam like o b$t t*

t{ The 7 dust can» t stop now • Thst * s the tro u b le .
0 0̂*** ******  ' * •

Here Mr. i j ^ a a v i n g  h i s  m o to r - in - lo w  to  e n t e r t a in  th e g u e s t ,  *-PS4
f\ y

�� ������� �� ��� �0���

came fro #  behind th e  sc reen  and sa id  in  a s t e m  v o ice :  ‘»It has to  be 

sto p p ed .

N o r i |o :  iHTrrgfr.Jl s a id ,  » I f  you»re a man, you shou ld  have th e courage 
tt> change your mind.

xMsaxxSxjsKz
Mr. S a to , who h im se lf  was con fin ed  in  Santa F e, then  sa id :

$  ' »»The Hokoku f e e l s  th a t  th ey  are go ing to  t r a in  a l l  th e  peop le in 
Santa Fe to  th in k  a lon g  Hokoku id e a s . But I  hear they » re  f in d in g  ou t d i f f e r e n t .
I  th in k  th e I s s e i  should  be taken ou t o f Banta Fe and j u s t  le a v e  th e  N is e i 

; th e r e . The f i r s t  g en era tion

\  f - ^ n o u ia  o-o g e c o r tc a d , I t r s the o ld  ran
\ l  who tea ch  tbs young men the bad id e a s ."

Cl * #
___ ‘TjS'Vf

to a l s o  M ord  t o t  whan a w t y s r r  Ived a t  g in t*  F e , t ^ - t « * * * * !
�� � � � �� �'� �

had a ttem p ted , ear 1 y so  miner

u n d erstan d  E n g l i s h" 5ctidt o H

s a id  the gu a rd . •V
y

V o pr
 

• 
*

I  cn r

T^-s-.h byte-rib *r*

( j

nr
/

^  if T ■ -■ -Jr i
/ l  t o  gs t
1 | f o u r  ot;

>: : / 1
1 -> . >| 0- <■ , ri>

�V v̂. -

* «

��� �� �� 1��. � � �2� �� ' � )�� &

JXsk&ut. a 9Y\j ^^3

'al>>w , K j\ t- l+

- ff%M,
H i r

p p o in ted  to- bn on« o f  tbd i e uto  work

s t  F� r e p r e se n t  u s . bu t ha

'  \ ': £  A m  r i  on ic t s fch< ■ rv V-c k r o Jspr. n



FOOTNOTE p . U9.

¿ 1 *  N or iko , I  b e l ie v e ,  was r e fe r r in g  to  the cen te r -w id e  g i r l s T c lu b  
which Mrs. Aida xxx had been o r g a n iz in g /( See lo n g itu d ia a l  o r a l  
h is to r y  o f  Mrs. A ida from December 1 5 , 19UU to  A p r il  191*5/.)
Bhat N oriko fe a r s  i s  th a t  th e  r e c e n t ly  o rgan ized  J osh i i i n ,  
composed o f ¿ax fem ale R e s e g r e g a t io n is ts , would break up th e 

n eu tra l g i r l s ’ group to  which she belonged.""/

/ _  2 . Most of th e  male members o f th e  R eseg reg a t icn Groups had, by now, 
shaved t h e i r  h ead s, in  im i ta t io n , some o f them to ld me, o f th e 

Japanese Arirçy. x Be z k  Bo z u, in  Japanese, r e fe r s  to  th e  shaved head o f 
a monk.7







Tsuruda, March 1, 19h5
0-+
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MARCH 1 , 19U5 

TALK WITH MR. fxxxm to : TSURUDA‘S SISTERS.

, I  a lways en joy  these ns^with the voluble  and f r an k  s i s t e r s  of

my old f r i e n d ,  the re  lo c £ > te d ^ V , However, today they were e b i t
C4AsA+ /}• if

subdued, pr ehaps^^tJ^ iyn f �» j  i> the te n s io n  which has a r i s e n in camp s ince 

I  saw them lo s t  and p a r t l y  because i t  appears  as i f M r s T ^ ^ ^ s ^ T i  

husband i s  k ick ing  up c.-nin in o ro- japonese s t y l e . 7 th in k  th e  r e a l

„ .. ' * t i * T * *  **JLrx+tX *
i s  tha t  - r^ ^ M > v.o n fc a t� and the old t i n  i s  o y a in s t  i t .

Shortwave Broadcast from Japan

We heard c b roadcas t  over the s h o r t ^ v e  tha t  J rpan  is not 	
I a c tu a l l y ’’ consider ins: the exchange. The Japanese c-laiT they know no th ing  
j about  i t .  But the Ur ipsbolm d ie  dock in  lew York, I  r e a d .  |

Hokoku and Internments

"What they ought - to do is  �end the a g i t a t o r s  ou t .

"There sre ir.any in here ?>h	 don’ t mate a peep but they*re
s t i l l  a lot smarter than those o thers .  They’ l l  stand uc at the end. Tho$>&. 
taken out of here^are dun; boo ��a..

"ikni^irr a fe l low  in th is  block mother end fa ther  waAted him
to j o in  tas Hokoku. But being the only son he ^cid he wouldn’ t jo-‘n.
’What’ s going to hapepento you i f  l ’m in te rned ,* he s a i d ,  l ie’ s smart.

"T’ve heard they^don* t\ give the ybkoku people «WĴ oyttent anymore.

�� They’ re also saying that among those peor’e taken n/scy irk he 
Kokoku, the rest  of the fa miHas ere not be ing paid by w e l fa re .  You 
TrnSirP i  lot. of these- hokoka people are not for the internments a Sad 
the women are not for i t  at a l l .

**I heard they a te  ge t t ing  b lock 99 ready for the Js s h i t j e n . Somebody 
�� 		 id they c re i ^ n  g e t t in g  ready to the kids Uflck* age ,
L  (¡***»~)

" i f  they take out* fch o«e f  	 r.i " ie s who &f t i tstedf they i l  say ,  ’Sc-e what 
f we did?* That w . r  oe � otry uar ty  couble c r o s s „

‘ » g a m

aw HUM HOT,



Tsuruda, March 1, 19U5 T o  It ,

ks a cnuse .Whai s happened to ¡jg& nowadays.  Ks*a s tay ing ouie t  155 
jniou he^caac out pi* the stockade, h is  isbes r o e  uud.

v;e then entnrend a d i sc u ss io n  on "»I t j t tyres of Japanese UaoMng

should he a l lowed in ca - .  The Korea ro i$ed no ob jec t !  ns to s t r i c t

regu la t ion  of tbo teach ing.  Y/hat � �  forbidden by the or^u lT ics

shouldn't  be taught • h«r r. ‘.'But i t ' s  «11 r ight  to teach them

to rtad cud «»rite so thr.t they lerrn something. y~.y should learn your 

own Ifliirur.fre

j^iok to the i oshi-dnn������������������������������������ �

iv
A■ ¡Jr  Pot King but 	 bunch of Is so la be l ive  the Kosh i---aji. Some of them

jjr s t a r t  saying thej^got a l e t t e r  from so-and-so in Oapan and the# M i l 
�� the people who are in the Sokoku that when thG t ine comes w e ' l l  t e l l 

the government only who v»e want exchanged.

I 've heard that the Japanese school teachers soy that the k ids of 
the iiAShi-dan fa m i l i e s  ore so flans i k i  ( f r e s h ) .  Sven in  ward I I I  they  
are ' 0 0rap la iuTng .

Idea of b r ing ing book some in ternees

"If they bring back some of the boys from Sants Fa, they •son* t dare 
/  \  le t  out a peep. 11

/  V  <>
The women a g r ee ,  however, thr-t the decent boys should be allowed

inn who had attempted toto oocse back, repeat ing  tbs s i~ry  oJ 

commit s u i c i d e .
IS

�&a t i e .  )zWvolunteered th i s  remark:

"The young kids undor age arc making qu i ts  a lot of r io t«  The old 
man and the old lady ore in  the background,. The onV *'ay to s top  i t  
Is to pick up the old man. Th&fc*, kids don't know anyth ing.  They’ re 
in r.o ce nt •



September 9 1981

Mrs* Christine Takeuchi 
122 E. Markland Dr*
Montebello, CA 90640

Dear Mrs. Takeuchi s

Thank you so much for your gracious offer to help m e. As I 
told you on the telephone, I would like very much t o find my friend 
Jim Takeuchi who helped me a great deal wh-fe/iX. I  was living and work�
ing in the Tule Lake Segregation Center. (Jim reloc ated from Tule 
Lake in September of 1944, but I was never able to find out where he 
went.) V . *

I would also like to talk to any other person can f ind who 
experienced life of a segregee at Tule Lake. I am d oing a study of 
how the Japanese Americans at Tule Lake coped with their difficulties 
and how they re-established themselves after they l eft the centers. 
All of the people I have talked to so far have done  wonderfully well.

I will be working on this study for a year, so if y ou hear of 
anyone who would be willing to talk to me, please i et me know.

Sincerely yours,

Rosalie Hankey Wax
Professor Emerita, Sociology and

Anthropology



September 8, 1981

Mr, Peter Takeuchi
259 11th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94118

Dear Mr, Takeuchi:

Your sister-in-law Christine suggested that I write  to you about a study 
on which I am engaged. In 1944 and 1945, I lived at  the Tule Lake Centers sis 
a field worker for the Evacuation and Resettlement Study which was adninistered 
by professors at the University of California at Be rkeley. At Tule Lake one of 
ity most helpful respondents was a man called Jinny  Takeuchi. I also knew his 
wife and his sisters. I have been asked by the Rock efeller Foundation to do a 
study of how the segregees today feel that they cop ed with their difficult situa�
tion and to learn how they faced and overcame their  problems after leaving the 
center. (Ihe ppople I have talked to so far have do ne wonderfully well.)

I would be very grateful if you could give me the n ames and addresses of 
any persons who experienced segregation at Tule Lak e, but I would be particularly 
happy if I could find and talk to Jinny Takeuchi. I  owe him a great dead.

I shall be working on this study for a year.

there is anyone else with wham you think I should g et in thouch, please 
let me know.

Sincerely yours,

R o sa lie  Hankey Wax
Professor Emerita, Sociology and Anthropology



Hr. Peter Takeuchi 
259 11th Ave.
San Francisca, CA
�����

Dear. Mr. Takeuchi/:
_ 1st*

Your sister jsC hristine su ggested  that I w rite t© y®u about a study on

which I am engaged. In 19UU and 1?U5> I lived  at the Tule Lake Centers

as a f ie ld  worker for the Evacuation and Resettlem ent Study lo e ité d  which 
was administered by professors at the U niversity  of Ca lif , a t Berkeley, 
at the U niversity  s f C a lif , at Berkeley.Nf^he t f  my mest h± help fu l

respondent's was a q̂qpaixMJcpdhticK man sa iled  Jimmy Takeuchi. I a lso  knew h is
� �� 4 � � �� �% � � � 4 � 	 � 3 4 � 3 4�� 5 �& � 3

s iu ta t io n  andata find* wit how they rfflsmmthmln&mm kmcfaced and overcame th e ir 

problems a fter  leav ing the cen ters. (The people I have talked t*  so  far 

have done wonderfully w e l l . )

I would be very g ra tefu l i f  ycu could give me the names and addresses of 
persons

any pKXXHx/who experienced segregation a t Tuie Lake, but I would be p ar ticu la r ly

jtxxpsx happy i f  I  could find and ta lk  to Jimmy^ fètBiomiÿmmfcmmmjsxxkXKwa.x lyx  

KBixtixnxiLXBiyxâxbxebbhbbbbhej nhenofifinnnn I owe  him a great dea l.

I sh a ll be working on thés study for a year*muioiuiiftwpwnmm 

I f  there is  anyone wise with whom you think I should get in touch, 

please l e t  me know.

Sincerely yxKM yours,

Rosalie Hankey Wax
Professor Emerita, Sociology and Anthropology
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More nemas fo r  tho f r ' o k u , 1«M o t aca (herd-hi«<?o<J)} ne to  í c M
( c o n t r a r y ; .  —--------------

2 f . M̂ ? #efc I4 13 ' í 6 K’ r s t  Ü M S  M o o k .7  in  there th er e  are on ly  
2 f  n i i i c s  ».ha n r e n ' t  Kobofcu. I f  they r e e t  s r a 9 b t* K  m  , fc
Qon t ovan da y Oood moFp i ^  , >:y s i s t e r - i n - i r . a í  - £ 0 ' ! *»  th#>r

¿ n / f l Z ' á ’i / l  y ’ U ° nR I S N * * ^ 0* ‘ h«y At f i r s t  they  cetra over
t l u .n i  1 0 r f  1,3• Therfenve us e b e n u f i f u l  t e ' k  and eslred 

ua i :  «e wanUd t e  j o t e ,  » . e ^ t h y  t r e s  » ,  *»,.»«*  v , ,‘ "™ í . “ 
they d e n ' t  boti ier us AitK i t  f . ' • • t - r /  muo., f a r  i t ,

I t  * „ !?  s i s U r * husbrr -  «a? tPken 5n the f i r s t  erouo
t  j u s t  setmc to.nr-ve r j ter ted u d  trouhie in t h c t  fs  •**■ »*• The r . i u - ' ' 

huelo Kisar.rr i * a em yy  ¿ i s t e r- ín - ls fc ’s e <st»r V ,?  * Th -;Dther
had h^r v*-# i t»  , . 1 s e.-Ptef fügummcY s r r e ^ r s n t .  Sha
í. J? - « o y o u t  r.otf sh c f£  h o v in r  tro?jb io w H b  ^er *  -  • 3 « he Va, 
to nsve sno ther  o ^ r a t i o r i  tbe oth«r t » i 7 ? Sb£ hao
wif >! m en. ' ■ e ° tner ‘,Q/* AVerythinf? [ ís  srolns: ^ rone
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ENCOUNTER WITH BOB TAKEUGHI1S SISTER, NORIKO

* had wr i t t e n  a l e t f e *  *■  ^ » » — . .

er 9skini? t0  *  to
^ e C o u n te r e d  her tod ay  w h ile  tv*u *r zoaey w h ile  making an appo in te ian t in the

te a u t y  shop .«1  sfce c a u t i o u s *  8sk(jd ^  |#  09M �

" * ,  g° in S t j  ** f!D thE r * * * « ? •  * * s# S * z U i h P W H M A H i p '  

n r r i y i . t n g  i n ^ j g f t f u i n i . h r  * « , ,

8orre,th|-n^’ jj  bo^t-. it.., T j y n y  J y * y t ^ S f f ,

*C No in ternm ent was co n tem p la ted .. But on March 1 6 , th e  WRA had 
and posted

iss u e d /a  body o f S p e c ia l  R eg u la t io n * , d e c la r in g  th at  jckx  

R eseg re& t io n is t  (H ooshi dan and Hokoku) a c t i v i t i e s  were u n law fu l

and p u n ish ab le by imprisonment# 7





Tsurada, May 8 , 19h$ 5 l

MAY 8 , 19h$

TALK WITH NORIKO TSURUDA

i s o n e  of  sy beet  "goss ip "  o o n t s c t s .  The ĥ s h i - d a n ,

however, s t i l l ,  h?s the fam i ly  socgredjfor when they heard there might

bo another  . i n t e r  naer.t , they  asked me not  to. . Since noth ing has

happened*, fo r  a month, they now thought i t  safe f or  me to  show my 
^foUJU

ca«£^in  th e i r  b lock*

Boshi-don people 
~~K------------------- -----

There a re  some s i s t e r s  in  t h i s  b icok  whose b ro th e rs wer^ taken* 
/They gay they hear rumors tfcnt t h e y ’ re going t o  aend t h e i r  b r o th e r s  
|  back  h e r e / f r o m  Santa F e . But they cay, ’ i  hope i t i s n ’ t  t r u e . 1 

/. Nlfu/fo
t*B*4e^msde a d isg u s te d  face to in d ica te  her sen t iments  toward the 

i W *ft  ' l̂yrevirrnm/* o f  these  s i s t e r s *
/v *

But the Kokoku i^Jnot  so a r ro g an t  ©a th^y used iTo b o .  For a while 
i t  seemed as i f  they^pr om.igod at the A(W'bui ’ding not t o  do suoh t h i n g s .  
But about a month ago th e y  s t a r t e d  blowing t h e i r  bug les  a g a i n .  But in  
t h i s  ward, t h e y ’ re very q u ie t *  (Ward I I )

more
I ’ve been hear ing  rumors th a t  they were going t o  tel® about  500

1 1

"' fhete was one case in  t h i s  b lock  of a woman whose th ree  sons ware 
f t  t a k en .  Their  f a th e r  d ied i n  Poston.  lie l e f t  the mother w i th  four sons 
I \ and fo u r  daughter s .  When the Dos hi -dan s t a r t e d , they a l l  got pu l led  i n .
I | One boy i s  s t i l ^ i s  but h e ’ s on'ly" 12 y e a r s  o ld,

*» -&£AJL.

I � Th is  lady d id n ’ t  liece thG idea of the Ho^h 1 -da n b u s in e s s .  K a tu ra l l v ,  
11 f  c l l  j L he i r . f r  lends were i n  i t  and ..so., they .Tier c.. pu l led  i n .  When ho^sons
*L/vtev6 taken she lost her mind, she went around saying, "What is  th is  

Lifshi-don anyway? Then she’d pound the ta b le .  She’d keep on repeating 
T h e n  era's of the pa op le who taifcpd her sons into the dokoku. she fee ls  
a l l  tie time these men who came and argued ard forcsd thcwi ere oorring 
to see her • She says, ’Eo’s here again. He’s hers aga in . ’ And she 
keeps on h i t t i n g  the table .

The Ijog.hi-dfcn wou ldn ' t  le t  the daughter  take her mother to  the 
h o s p i t a l .  The g i r l  l e f t  h e r^ is  only 18 or IS.  she has take o rde rs  
from t  he dps hi «don peop le .  The Ĥ s h i -da n te or le wouidn t gvGn us
go near t h e r e . The nest  door lady wonted to  go and wal p but  thev 
wouldn’ t  le t  her go into the  house.

\ So t he Hqphi"don lady’ s family went to a if ichiren reverend. The
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. nsnkey — notes

of the Hie hi ran  reverendgf seem to  hove s myster ious  e f f e c t  in 
, ^that kind of i l l n e s s *  He or me over every  n ight fo r  weeks. He so ld ,

’From tomorrow night sh e ’ l l  r e a l l y  q u ie t  den n . '  A ll  th rough t h e  p ra y e rs ,  
they s"&y, she was j u s t  e s  ouis t  o r  co n "be • But os soon os he was gone 
she v jos o t  i t  e e a i n .

But from the t h i r d  n igh t  on, she r e a l l y  did Begin to  q u ie t  down* 
S h e 's  r e a l l y  w e l l  now. She vxg- r e a l t y  g r ie v in g  over her  so n s .

\[
A l l  the other people i n  the b look here f e e l  i t ’ s b et t e r  not to  f o o l  

I I w i th  them ( ^ g  h i -d s n ) ,  B e t te r  to  s tay  on the safe s i d e .  You should see 
her d a u g h te r .  She ’ s so t h i n  now.

II \ \ oY*£tA~ ¿bj/VS-
The kergh i derTT people to ld  us not to w r i te  to the boys about  t h e i r  

\  mother .  So we don t say an y th in g .

Lo t t ing  Feople Go t o

/  They 1st  us go down to Xlrmath F a l l s  no* . We wonder w h a t 's  ths  
{ c a t c h .  I  f i g u r e  there  must be some ca tch  somewhere,

i y e r f 6 v i s i t .

Jr l e e r ’ s v i s i t  d i d n ' t  make much im press ion .  The peor le  d id n ’ t  even
I c o r e ,
v

Spanish Consul Committee

A l l  the people on th a t  oonnvttee are  noth ing b u t  dopes .  Our r e p �
r e s e n ta t i v e  firom t h i s  b^ocV: i s  the wors t  dope in  the b l o o k .  He c o l l s  
h i a s e l f  a d o c to r .  l ie’ s c r e e l  dope.  A r e a l  smart man d o e s n ' t  go in f o r  
th in g s  l ike t h a t .

§’ The people don’ t  g ive them a chance.  As scon a s they  s t a r t  to go
book and f o r t h  to the AdV b u i l d i n g ,  they say ,  *0h th a t  i n u . 1 They never 
get a chance.  Ho mat te r  how good a group we have,  it  may be a l l  r i g h t  
f o r  a week or a month. But i f  any th ing  should go wrong i t ’ l l  be a mess.

Caucasian women in  beau ty  shop t r y in g  to net g i r l s  to r e l o c a t e .

Old lady P i c k e t s  keeps t r y i n g  to  convince the K i r is in tte> b e a u t y  
shop th a t  they  should r e loca te • she t o l l s  the op e ra to rs  we b e t t e r  s t a r t  
worry ing about  dobs becc^us sooner or l a t e r  ”5Q * re going t \b e  cut  o u t .
I  justf ignore her and t a l k  to  her so t l » t  sh e ’ l l - b e p le a s e d .

V
Tail ing me I ks«;e to worry about a job*. Oncoperctor sa id .  *lThy 

d idn’ t you t e l l  her she sh^urd be looking for n ;ob i f  the canter i��
going to close?* V.e hotfe. quite .& fen C&ucoians coming in like that 
and beating around the bushes more or l e s s ,  —.

Another t h i n g ,  they say people are going out tOhKlamath F a l l s .  I  
hear qu i te  a few ore going o u t .

$f5£enuncintion of C i t i z e n s h ip  „

People r c a l ' y  nr< worr ied about t o t  hear ing  about -th » ^  re n u n c ia t i o n  
of c i t i z e n s h i p *  Espc-c 1«'. 1 ly (,hc kokoku peop le.  The on ly  re a so n  they 
th in k  th e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p  is  renounced i c b e c o u s e  they nro i n te r n e d ,
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I*d laugh i f  they were sen t  back h e re .  But the people re a l l y  don t 
»an t  then  b' ick*

I  th ink  we w i l l  have ano ther  �� nte 1 case in  t h i s  b lo ck .  Th is  
husband was token f i r s t  and then her son was ta k en . When we used to 
sympathize w i th  her she w ou ldn ' t  l i s t e n .  Now her eyes are  winder in* 
and she looks so q u e e r ,  or® o f  these d^vs s h e ' s  coin* to  f l y  o f f  the 
h and le .  O n ly Y ^  her os s e , nobody w i l l  hove syraj&thy. T h e y ' l l  f e e l  so r ry  
of cou rse ,  but they won ' t  syp iro th ize.

C \
T h e /  Eokoku ore r e a l l y  s o r r y  i n s i d e  o n ly  th e y  w on ' t show i t .

U n t i l  the  Coast  wos ooened Hokoku was dy ing  down. -CtfdinjLg-g"
)i the Coast  s t r e n g th e n e d  i t «  ^ , )

V  .Sa* o  BfU'  Hwifsr-
Vore members of t h e ' A  m i’y oorre i n  now, 4«SPr^iv2jyHW aend-

er.d '/s is te r - i n - l a w . l e a k e d  h o w ^ W  was ( h e f s r e l oc a t e d )  and
N</UICo

was to ld  hd ’ s f i n e .  KafegSaaL-laepajso. added pha�������� th a t  al 1 of

h is  f r i e n d s  who had thought  they were safe in  G i la  before  s e g r e g a t io n  
Ar nv

are  now i n  the/&jii*£:fc. xiiA*^A'and h is  b ro th e r  used to argue w i th  them, 

but  they thought th ey  w ou ldn ' t  be d ra f te d  from G i la.  ^Ons is  C76n going 

ove rseog” a iso to ld  me th a t  she d o e sn ' t  read the p a p e r s .  I f  she
Z7A

re«vd them she 's  the kind "Who’d have to hs l iove  what she restd” and she 

couldn 't  take i t .  ;V<fe then disoussed r e lo c a t i o n .  The family  repeat 'd  that 

i f  they were g iven Ma decent amount" of money they mi*ht oonsi^er i t .
--̂esĉ-̂rrTrz-. .... 4

bkbrother brought up the Doi case and sa id ,  ”Yeh, you^ re  free a l l  

r igh t  i f  you go out .  You’ ve got c i v i l  r i g h t s .  C i v i l  r igh ts  to be 

dynamited, C i v i l  have your head cut off ' .  They'r6 even trying

to take poor Do i 's  lend away from him n o w . ' ^ ^ l f  they had made an
• s ¿it If & ^
e sample of thoss 3<»l<5ie r s , ’: said^B&ko, " i t  would have h e lp ed . ’1


