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THE GLASSFORD REPORT ON
MPERIAL VALLEY --1934

In Aprill, 1934, Brig. Gen, Pelham D. Glassford, former
chief of police for the District of Columbia, went to the
mperial Valley as government conciliator in the agricul-
tural labor troubles there. He had a national reputation
as a fearless character. This was iIn *blee second year of
the fTirst Roosevelt administration.

There were, in June, some interesting items iIn the
papers. Tlie Lo Angeles Daily News of June 14, 1934, quoted
Glassford in a statement directed against Imperial Valley
vigilantes as charging that lie had been threatened with
death, and that an apology had been demanded of him foil ow-
ing issuance of a warrant for the arrest of one W. F. Aye ook.
Ayeook was arrested for questioning in the matter of an
attack upon Ernest Besig, Los Angeles attorney represent ~
ing the Araerican Civil Liberties Union, who was assaulted
while waiting for a train at Niland.

On June 15, 1934, Glassford apologized at the meeting
of the County Board of Supervisors for an expressed opinion

that Judge Vaughn N, Thompson Mis a crookn.



Glassford

On the front page of the L. A. Daily News for
Juhe 27,1934, accompanied by a photo of Glassford (which
indicated he enjoyed a good fight), was the following:

El Centro, June 26. — Charging that a campaign
of lawle ne and i1irfcimldation had been carried on by
growers ©nd oounliy offici8.13 in "alo XnipQri&l Y&llsyj
Gen. Pelham D. Glassofrd, for three months federal labor
conciliator in the district, today presented a plan
designed to remedy conditionse

Establishment of a minimum wage scale, repatriation
of unemployed Mexicans, and the replacement of labor
camps with small plots of ground for each, worker were
included In the recommendations Glassford submitted to

mperial Gouirty Board of Supervisors. He also urged
the removal of B. A. Harrigan, oounty agricultural com-
missioner.

fGrower have exploited Gonmranistio hysteria for
tlie advancement of their own interests,w Glassford
charged. fiihey have taken advantage of trouble started
by agitators to get cheap labor*

"They have succeeded in drawing certain county
officials into their conspiracy and these officials have
become willing tools of the growers.

MHarrigan has not made fair use of his office and

autliority, but has helped growers stifle labor.n

Re lying to GlassfordTs charges, Harrigan asserted



Glassford

his record in office was an Mopen book”™ and tint he
was willing to stand investigation of liis official acts.

"Glassford- disappointment at not being able to
control Imperial Valley has caused him to crack the whip
at others, M Harrigan retorted.

Glassford uggested a grand jury investigation into
several acts of violence occurring recently in the valley
He referred specifically to the asserted kidnapping of
A. L, Wirin, American Civil Liberties Union attorney,
and an alleged attack on Grover Cleveland Johnson,

another C. L. U. attorney.

The above 1tem on June 26 was the last of Importance
in the Daily News, with the exception of an editorial in
that paper on July 2, 19B4, as follow

rdfHE RED BOGEY IN CALIFORNIA”

Gen. GlassfordTs report that most of the "communist
activities™ in the Imperial Valley advanced by certain
earners, agriculturists and others so as to beat down
the price of labor, 1is a confirmation of reports
recently made by many unprejudiced observers*

Everybody with any understanding of conditions and
tile opportunUy to observe tlie types "tiat gather in fruit
and market- gardening sections of California knows that
mthese people are not Communists; that they have no more

conneotion with, the leaders of the Red Internationale



Glastféard

than they have with the Sultan of Sulu.

Far frcM being organized conspirators, these
rural workers are often helpless victims of lack of
organization. In the populous centers the worker
have the protection of collective bargaining through
their unions or by sheer force of popular sentiment.

In 111© country their nomadic lives make it
impossible to get the kind of organization they shoul
NavQ imm dsalixig with, unscrupulous dllployers

At best they are wretchedly paid for their arduous

toil in field r rchara oftai, as iIn tie osse in the
Imperial Valley, under tlie bli tering heat of a semi-

tropical sun. When they dare to ask for a deceirb

remuneration for their toil, they are branded as reds.
Imagine 1tS Reds who gather far from the city centers
to overthrow the government of the United State
Someof the high- handed methods employed by those
who have been exploiting these unfortunates deserve the
attention of tlie state and federal authorities,

Kidnaping is acapital offense under tile California
statutes, yet not long ago, a mob of these gallant

gentlemen who trot out the Conantinlst bogey in tIB Impe
ial Yalley kidnapped an attorney who had dared
assert that tlie workers had some rights.

The Glassfordreport opens up the whole question of
red- baiting, 1n Chalifo: mia, agricultural area - The day

lizs pa sed irlien workers in the lettuce and melon fields



Glassford

or fruit orchards, wlio get iIn a huddle to ask for a chance
to add 15 or 20 cent; to their dayincome, can be

branded a Coimflimisi:s or bullied into submission. R.R.K

The publicity* after that died down, as apparently
Glasdtord left the Imperial*



