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A p ril 14t 1942

MDPJUOTIt FOB* Assistant Secretaiy of W»r

SUBJECT* P olieles o f th© War Department and War Balooation
Authority with respect to relocation projec^i*

Ittie follow ing statement o f fcmctiona oeveriag th« relationship o f  
the War Department and the CoromaHdTng G«n#ral, Western Defense Command 
and Fourth Aw^r, on^Te^onTe Kand, ana t W ¥ » r  HeiWatTon Attfeorfiy» on 
U ❸ ofhdi*. irtlh r©specC ev⑽ mat ioa and r©8ettXe{aent« i* su^lttod
^or y<mr coa»i<S«mtloai

1 . fh# eYaouatien o f ooabat eoneo is  & m ilttaxy neeeseity aad mu9t not 
"be »low6d lay r©8M®ttl@鋪a t .  In other word®* tid in g  and 
Ate miXltaxy fimotlons*

2 * A»8<sia Îj oenters are neeese&ry ^etssuse of the time required t© 
Qonntrmt r^ e p tlo n  eenter9«

3 ,  S ite  location 18 & fuactloim l respoaslfeility o f War H«X©catioaa
Au^btority* 放意 Wwr 物 ！ •©cation A说 thorlty 曹i l l  fir s t  obtain ctl^ar-
anae from the W»r Department or th« Appropriate M ilitayy Commander
of any m ill负 瓤 17 <s〇H8ideratim8 effecting the locsatIona desired*

4, S ite  aoqjiisition i® a dual function o f the War Pep&rtiaent anidl tht 
War Heloeatlon Authority« War Befocation Authority w ill  retaourse, 
orJT In the f i r t t  ikstsnee• furnish the necessary money i f  War Helo- 
a&tlon money is  it>T&ilftbX0«

A# PulSfllo timidls
U )  Request fo r  use w ill be made by War Bftlooatlon Authority# 

War 2«partaMmt w ill  &s»iat War Rilocatfon AutSbrity and 
wTil state the "mflitayy neeesalty*

{2} Kar Apartment or appropriate 11111ta iy  Oommander w ill
also advise th« Ghief Ix eeu tite  o f  the State C©no©m«d ©f 
the tallltftTy necessity fo r  the location within that

B* PrlT&t« Ii«uads
( 1 ) fh« aoqulsiiion 迦 l& L  她《»血酿  fo r the account o f

War R«locati射i Ju侦  ority i r i l l 1)• 班  ade セy th• 抑 ！)ropriAte
diirision engineer* Wlierfi the nite la  outside o f th# 
Western J)«f@as6 Comsiaadi th« laechfaiies o f such •ctlo n  w ill  
be determia#4 by agr«effl®at with th® War Beparfem«nt (SOS)* 
{in  th is  eoimeotlon direot ooiaamlcatlen between th« 
"SSag^dlzia Generftit'VftaTgm W^ense Coittaand a a l fourth
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Imar ^  Chief o f  Fm«ln©®r» in eases where the s ite  
Is  otitside of"W#st@xti SSease^ Ooflamnd, is  b^liev^T i n  
tKe most pr&et£ea6le meaiao o f H «cnar^ing W is  AmolTon*

(2) Sam« as A (E) al»〇T0«

6* 0«adraX
(1) ®ie foxiotton o f th»  War Bepart»«nt in s ite  a®qul»ition 

1* prim arily 2 1*® insure speed o f aeq u iaitlm
m& to preem t the oase o f miXit&iQr necessity*

(g) Compilation o f »#cee8ai7  datA remetine Wur B«looatlon,
Authority fanotion in c©nn®oti〇n with C {1} a^ove*

0« Construeti^n ©f i n i t i a l  fa e i l l t le s  tEeee^tiCBi Ctntera) # ▼ !>•••
j^die&Xf m«*» and 8a n ltai7 » exsltislve o f crash refinem«at» a# schools* 
cflmreslies amd o免h«r 000fflsunity pleat!1111g a4 jtm©t»f lr ii l  be 
|>y the appropriate D ivision Engineert TJ# S« Arrsar# In other wordsf the 
Dlrlslon. Engineer wTU eonstru«rt fiw5l l i t l « s  neeesaaiy to th# mlalunaR 
essmitialB 0f  TiVln^* Aneiy 0©a*tructlim w ill  laelude administration 13.11dingsf housing fo r reeeiptiea oeat#r it a ff*  post offl©«af a#o«s»aiy
瀑40r®h0UJ骞 》 • e隳featial refirig珍iralioii ©quipmeat and BiiVitairy polic® 
housing* to the latter, the plae細 design aad ooartrue急ion will 
b© sub』 ©ot t© approval o f appyoprlftt© 成U i t a i y  ooramander*

$ 9 With respect to the procmr€®a«at o f the determ ine
procure and supplj th® I n it ia l  equipment fo r  receipt Ion oeaier* to  
lnolujd¥IcTiohen equipment, mlniasam barraek equipment and hoepltal 
9<|u.lpise]it { the la tte r  at deiemlHed lay th# Poiblio Ho^ltfe S«rri©6)#
From the date &t opening § ox* the date on vtiloh War Bolooatlon Auth* 
orfSy'l.nitiate®  the operAtion o f any r«e«ptl©n o«nterg «s fne oaee 
may b«f tKW Amsr w ilT ^ r a a s ^ r  acoou n tatiflly  fe v  a l l  «ush equipment 
S a  pjropeptj to Beloo&tlon Auihorf%* and thereafter"¥ar Refoca- 
ilonTlEallierCtylrTTr maCatain eaal r ^ la o e  an<T"
properly fr axil w ilT "procure ^ ^ te v e r  adcrTtionai »tu£pa©nj and prop* 
erC^ i t  may require*

?• With respeot to the operation o f Reception Center* War Belooation 
Authority m dettakes to provide fo r  the operation & f reception 
©eaters from th« date of opening# This w ill luolxide s ta ffin g  and 
admlnlstm令ion ne wftH project plarming* In each oase» War B«loo»- 
tio a  Authority agrees to provide & project manager who w ill
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available to the appropriate Blvlslon Fn^lnaer as aooa as & given. 
pr〇4 ^ t i*  &pprered for emeirv^tTm* War HeiocAtlon Authority 
farther l̂2ld6rtakes to lie px*@pa3T0d to receive «us so<m otet
e<m0tru@tion and aquipiaent a,re ready $ in order that the timing of 

▼̂ amiaMozi w ill not be 遺elated*

8* Th6 Amy w ill  provide for the trsmsporlatlon o f fr<Ha
abaters to reo^lptlon outers under impropriate mlliiaz7  

0900ri* tiransportMim of h0U8®ho!td goods of きYaQuees viH
the sole recponsibllity ot ike W&r B0100ati«a Authority#

9* regard to fStiUtai^ •れm霉 and milit&cy polieet the W<ur Depart斑田rt 
or the appjfopriate M illta ^  Oommaader w ill designate the reoeptlon 

proJ#ot a^n a9 a £rohll»ii9d zont arî i m ilita ij ar«& «u.̂ J#etedi 
to approprl玖te res意 e» 香 iTSET to «nt#rf Xo^re and reisain 
In sueh areas so thftt 應擊典!^ # gress wtH be to 嫌為 令®
control of th嫌 A*?̂ r 赞 i意h respect to a ll pererni®, Including eracuees*
Tsch reception center area w ill «l»o be subjeet to a ilita iy  police 
patrol and protection* Unless he reason of special agreement in eaoh 
e&»et reception irlll have a minimom e£s« of 5f000 eraouees in
order the of 成i U t 美T7  poHee re tire d  for p美trol and proteo聲

H m  may be k@pt nt the minlmom*

L, UeWitl
Lieutenant General9 S« Amy 

Commmdiag



HEADQUARTERS WEST3M DEFENSE O m U N D  AND FOURTH M M Y  
OFFICE OF THE CO腿 勸 丽  GENERAL 

PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

September 1 2 , 1942

The Honorable Sidney P. Osborn 
Governor of Arizona 
Phoenix, Arizona

My dear Governor Osborn:

There are attached copies of letters which have this 
day been exchanged with the Secretary of Ylar which explain the 
vital importance of long staple cotton, grov/n in Arizona, in 
the manufacture of gliders, balloons, parachutes and other im­
plements of war*

These letters will also advise you of the steps which 
will be taken by War Relocation Authority and my headquarters 
to allow the use of Japanese evacuees on a voluntary basis in 
harvesting this crop in designated areas of Maricopa and Pinal 
Counties.

I will muoh appreciate your interest and assistance 
in working out a successful program and to this end a member 
of my staff will communicate with you immediately.

Sincerely yours,

J*L. DeWITT
Lieutenant General, U. S. Army 

Commanding
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L O船  S T A P L E  C O T T O N  IS E S S E N T I A L  T O  T H E  PRODIJCTIcm O F  G L I D E R S  P A R A C H U T E S  
B A L L O O N S  A W  C E R T A I N  O T H E R  YITilL D ；I P L M I E H T S  O F  7/AR. T H E R E  A R S  V E R Y  
F E W  S O U R C E S  〇F  T H I S  V I T A L  C O M M O D I T Y  I N  T H E  W O R L D  A N D  T H E  A R I Z O N A  C R O P  
IS O F  G R E A T  I M P O R T A N C E  TO U S .  I N  F U R T H S R E1IG1； O F  A  L O N G  R A N G E  PHOC tH ^ I  
DESIG-1CED TO I N S U R E  ii S U F F101E N T  S O U R C E  O F  S U P P L Y  〇F  L O N G  S T A P L E  C O T T O N  
T H E  W A R  DEPARTI£SI\1T  T H R O U G H  T H E  DEPARTIvCENT O F  A G R I C U L T U R E  E N C O U R A G E D  
iklxT I N C R E A S E  I N  C O T T O N  A C R E A G E .  T H E  R E S P O N S E  ?I/lS  B E E N  S U C H  T E A T  A  
S U B S T A N T I A L  H A R V E S T  IS A S S U R E D  P R07T D E D  SUFPICJIElfr L A B O R  CiiN B E  M A D ；Er 
A V A I L A B L E  F O R  T H I S  P U R P O S E .  A T  T H E  INSTiiMCE O F  T H E  W A R  DEPi^RTI-lENT T H E  
T/腿 ！v O O T O W S R  C O M M I S S I O N  H A S  C O N C L U D E D  S U B T E Y S  O F  A V A I L A B L E  IvIAOTO羽 ]R  
m  A D V A N C E  O F  T H E  TTSEDS* I A M  A D V I S E D  O F  A  S E R I O U S  S H O R T A G E  I N  L A B O R  
A T  T H I S  P O I N T • エ A M  A D V I S E D . T H A T  T H E  C O I M I S S10N  H A S  E X P L O R E D  A L L  P O S -  
S I B L E  2M E R G E 1MCJY S O U R C E S  O F  L A B O R  I N C L U D I N G  I M P C ^ T M 1101T F R O M  M E X I C O  
仙1) ADEQ.而 E  H皿 彻 T C脈 rS CAI'INOT B S  R S C R U I T E D  S O O N  丽 O T J ®  TO M E E T  
T H E  K A m r s S T  BSALII'TE U N L E S S  TliE T O L U N T A H Y  LilBCR O F  JAPAIIESE E T A C U S E S  
N O W  R E S I D E N T  A T  T H E  P A R K E R  A M )  G I L A  R E L O C A T I O N  C E N T E R S  IS U T I L I Z E D  • 
B E C A U S E  P A R T S  O F  T H E  A R E A  I N  miOE TIilS C R O P  IS L O C A T E D  AKE W I T H I N  A  
M I L I T A R Y  A R E A  エ R E C O G N I Z E  T E A T  T H E  U S E  O F  S U C H  E V A C U E E  L A B O R  F O R  
EABYESTim T H I S  C R O P  IS N O T  P O S S I B L E  IT1MPER T H E  RSGLTi,R PROG-Rai N O W  
I N  E F F E C T  姐 D W I T H  milCJH T H I S  D E P A R T M E N T  IS I N  A C G O H D *  T H E  W A R  D E P A R T -  
mmT EÔ TSME-R F I N D S  T H A T  T H E  H A E^TSSTING O F  L O N G  S T A P L E  C O T T O N  A T  T H I S  
T I M E  IS AI\T U R G E N T  M I L I T A R Y  N E C E S S I T Y  顏 D  エ I N四 I R E  iVHSTHER IT M A Y  肋 T  
B E  F E A S I B L E  F O R  Y O U  TO IUKE S A T I S F A C T O R Y  ARRAITGaiENTS h^ S B E B Y  V O L U N T E E R  
J A P A1TESS E V A C U E E  L A B O R  G A N  B E  B/LADE A V A I L A B L E  F O R  T H E  H A R V E S T I N G  O F  T H I S



YITAL CROP. IF YOU W11X ADVISE MS WHAT ARRAHGSMSNTS CAN BE MADE

IF THIS 0ONNSCTIOIT I WILL UM3ERTAKE TO ADVISU THE OTHER GOVERIN1MENT 

AGSriCIES INYOLVED*

HSLIRY L STmsON' SECRETARY OF WAR

17E8Z

W Y  V WBC R NR 25-26 

REXiAX

(Our Time Stamp: 
R e c ^  9/12/42 
12 m.)



FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESS RELEASE I'TDlffiEE. T'7〇 RELEASED AFTER PHOENIX
GONFERSNGE. QUOTE-
VOLIBITEER JAPANESE EVACUEE LABOR V/ILL BE UTILIZED IN HARVESTING 
ARIZONA VITAL LONG STABLE COTTON CROP, IT VAS AGREED TODAY AT A CON- 
FER丽 CE A T T _ E D  BY GOVERNOR SIDOTT OSBO皿 , AND REPKESENTATIYES OF
THE ARMY AND OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.
THE PLAIT ^AS ORDERED AS A MATTER OF MILITARY NECESSITY, BECAUSE OF THS 
NEED FOR TFE COTTON IN TEE luiKING OF PARACHUTES, BALLOONS, GLIDERS AND 
OTHER IMPL®TENTS OF WAR, IT WAS AnTOUNGSD. THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
UNDER ?rKOSS JURISDICTION THE COLORADO RELOCATION GUTTER HEAR PAR­
KER, AM) TPIE GILA RIVER RELOCATION CETTTER ITSAR SAGATON .IBS OPERATED,
T?ILL BS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CARRYINa OUT OF THE PLAIT.
rtARIZONAS LONG STAPLE COTTON IS A VITAL MILITABY MATERIAL, AS B<!POBTANT 
IN THE WAR EFFORT A3 RUBBER, SAID COLO INTEL llARL R. BSÎ TDETSEI\T, ilSSIS- 
T；iITT CHIEF OF STAFP, CIVIL AFFAIRS DIVISION, ：VHO REPRESENTED LIEUTENA1TT 
G-E'TERAL J* L DEWITT
oom-mmim geiteral, w e s t e r n d e f e n s e g o m u m d  a n d f o u r t h a r m y , r e p r e-
SEMTSD THE WAR DEPAHTI^ENT AT THE GONFSRSNGS* "THS NECESSITY OF 
ASSURING ITS SUCCESSFUL AITD GOMPLETS HARVEST FOR USE IN THE L1AMJFACTURE 
OF COMBAT IMPLEMENTS IS 〇F EXTREME IMPORTANCS. THE GOOPERiiTIOI'I OF iiLL 
CONGER^TED IN COMPLYING ：ITH THE WAR DSPARTI-TErn1 TIESDS IS APFRSGIATED•n 
TFE m R  RELOCATION AUTtlORITY HAS ALREADY UIIDERTxil'CEIT THE RECRUITING OF 
VOLOTITESR EVACUEE 'ORKERS IN THE TWO GSl'TTEBS, î JD HAS CONDUCTED NE­
GOTIATIONS '/ITE PROSPECTIVE ®£PLOYEHS. FURTHER DETxilLS ARE BEING 70HKED 
OUT ：'rITH STATE MW  LOCAL AUTHORITIES.
UNDER T^S PLAN, THE EVACTJSE LABOR TOST BE PAID THE PREYa ILING ；iiCrE 
i?OR COMPARATIVE WORK IN THE ilREA IM ：miCH TEST ARE C L O Y E D .  THE 
WiP RELOCATION iiUTHORITY WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR L'IAINTa INING THIS
FACTOR, AS WELL AS PROPER HOUSING xiITD SAITITATION.
THE M M I  1'TADE IT CLEAR THAT NO GEAKGE' "/ILL BE MADE IN THE BOIJlxIDiiRIES 
QOYERNINa EYa GUESS ；J\TD THAT CONDITIONS OF THE R̂RiUIGSl-IENT PROVIDE FOR 
SSGURI^ MEASURES BY STATE AND LOGa L AUTHORITIES, 7ITH FSDEILlL TROOPS 
BEING UTILIZED TO IIAINTa IN SECURITY SURSOUIIDINCr DESIGNATED HARVEST 
AREAS, IKAIKLY WITHIN MARIGOP^i il̂ TD PINAL GOUITTIES.
THE WiH RXLOCATION AUTHORITY WILL DESIGNATE A RSPRESEMTATIVE WITH
AUTHORITY TO ACT IN THE MATTER, MTD TO HiLINTAIN LIAISON T;7ITH GEITERilL 
DE^rITT~S HEADQUiiRTERS y AKD EXECUTE TEE PROGRxJ.1. UHQUOTE

BTHON BOX

END a丁 4-02 P ACK PLS 
END 丽  5-02 m



HEADOIJARTERS ''^STSRIT DEFENSE OOimi^TD  AND FOURTH .iRIvTT 
O FFICE OF THE COMANDING GENERAL 

PR SSID IO  OF SAN FR AN CISCO , CALIFOENIA

ス O ぶ 〇

September 12,1942

The Honorable 
The Secretary of War 
War Department 
Washington, D, CT •

My dear Mr* Secretary:
エ have studied the problem presented in your letter of 

September 12,1942, with reference to the harvesting of the Arizona 
long staple cotton crop*

,As the conditions which necessitated the evacuation of all 
persons of Japanese ancestry from Military Area No* 1 and. the Calif­
ornia portion of Military Area Ko* 2 and which prohibit their use as 
volunteer labor in that area, remain unchanged, エ feel sure you agree 
that only the vital need you describe, namely, the urgency of securing 
this crop for the production of combat implements, renders possible 
the making of an exception in this case *

I am prepared to permit the use of voluntary evacuee labor 
within designated areas of Arizona, provided the sarae minimum conditions 
surrounding the use of such labor beyond Military Area llo.1 'and the 
California portion of Military Area No, 2, for example, in the sugar 
beet fields, are met* These conditions relate to the maintenance of 
security measures within the harvest area by state and local authorities 
and to the maintenance of proper housing and sanitary conditions as well 
as the payment of prevailing wages. In the case of voluntary evacuee 
agricultural.labor beyond the limits of Military Area N o . 1 and the 
California portion of Military Area No. 2, rTar Relocation Authority 
has been the Federal agency responsible for insuring "bhat these conditions 
are met* That agency has undertaken the recruitment of evacuees and lias 
concluded all necessary arrangements with state and local authorities 
on the one hand, and intending employers on the other. Accordingly, エ 
will expect War Relocation Authority to undertake the accomplishment 
of all these conditions in this case on the same ba^s as it is now doing 
in the case of sugar beet labor•

Further, エ am prepared to establish security measures sur­
rounding the designated harvest areas in Maricopa and Pinal Counties, 
employing Federal troops for this purpose.

In order to facilitate and to insure execution of the program 
in accordance with the prescribed conditions, designed as they'are to 
provide protection not only for the surrounding communities affected 
and the crop but also for evacuee labor, エ shall expect that War Reloca- 
tion Authority, for itself and all other responsible Federal agencies, 
will designate a representative with authority to act and to maintain 
liaison with this Headquarters*

Sincerely yours,
J.L. DeWITT

Lieutenant General, U.s, Army 
Gommanamg


