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hONQBABLiS TOM 0* CLARK 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department ®f Justice Building 
Washington, D* 0#
Dear Sir*

On February 1945, I signed an application for renunciation of U. S. nationality 
form at the W,N*A* Segregation Center situated at Tula Lake* Modoc, County, California, 
at a perfunctory appearance before a government offieial* (and I have received a 
letter dated March 1?, 1945, from Mr, Herbert Weehsler, Assistant Attorney General, 
approving the same*)

I hereby repudiate, withdraw, retract, and revoke the said renunciation upon the 
following grounds and for the following reasons*

(1) The circumstances under which said renunciation form wps signed by me did net 
constitute a fair and impartial hearing and was a denial of my constitutional guaranty 
of due process of law and of the e ual protection of the laws?

(2) I was not a free agent at the time when and the place where said renunciation 
form was signed but was then and there held in duress and was the victim of fraud, menace 
and undue influence and mistake ef law?

(3) I then end there was and continuously from May 14, 1942, had been detained in 
the said W.R.A. Segregation Center by official authority and was deprived of substantially 
all my constitutional rights, liberties, privileges and immunities as an American citizen 
by birth and by choice and was thusly discriminated against solely by reason ef the 
Japanese nationality of my ancestors;

(4) I was intimidated and compelled te sign the said renunciation form by threat 
of physical violence to myself (and members of my family) made by a pressure group in 
said cemn, end by members thereof, and I was in constant fear, that said threats would 
be carried into execution if I refused te sign it* I was acting under the menace and 
fraud of said group and its members and the undue influence exerted by them upon me 
and I signed said renunciation form under duress*

Because of the foregoing reasons the said renunciation (and approval thereof) were, 
and each of them is, Invalid, null and void*

I am not a oitizen or subject of Japan and I do not and never have owed or given 
that country or nation any allegiance* I am not an alien enemy* I am a native American 
by birth and also by choice* I recognize as ray sovereign the United States of America 
and I give and ever have given the United States ray undivided loyalty and allegiance.
I have nc dual citizenship through any act or acceptance upon my individual part*
Therefore I demand that you withdraw and set fside the said renunciation form which is 
repudiated, withdrawn and revoked by me, and recall, withdraw, cancel, and revoke your 
approval of said renuneiation form*
I am ready and willing to have this matter re-opened and a hearing be granted to me in 
order to prove that said renunciation form was signed when I was not a free agent in any 
sense of the words but was acting under duress and under menace fraud and undue influence 
and mistake of fact and law*
I respectfully request your immediate consideration of this urgent matter.

Tours very truly,

Newell, California
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Tula Lake Center 
llmlli California 
September 2$, 1945

Aró?wash- Tahva

Mr« Sdward #* Ennis 
Director
Enemy Allen Cent rol fóilt 
Department of Justice
Washingtb» 55# D# f *
Dear Mr. Ennis §

2 have r«9«iv«á your notice of April 17# 1945 that ay renunciation of 
my Waited State® ©itisenship has boon accepted* X fool that I sa asking f«f 
something almost impossible# bat I would like to havo all tush fo r m » cancelled«
If this is impossible may 1 request for a parolo out of this center in order 
to return to San Femando# California tdar« I resided prior to evaouatlan« It 
is regarding this matter that 1 m  n m  writing to you« I do not deny that X 
have applied for renunoiation of my oitisonship and that you have aeoepted# but 
X oan truthfully say that X did not fully realise the drastic stop I was taking.
I realise now the wcrthlee* stop I have taken and if X wore in the position 
where I was able to think and decide for myself, X would never have pormittad 
myself to be involved in suoh a stupid aot as to ronosnoo my ri hts as a oitisoa 
of the tfcdted States# the only oountry X know# X say this besante 1 was ooorood 
and driven into that direction by actual threats of violones so that X was unable 
to aot as a free agent and express myself freely as X am able to do so by this 
personal letter#

Mr« ^anis# X shudder to think what drastio action X have been ooereed to 
take by no fault of mine* Prior to evacuation X was living a life like any 
American oltison rogsrdiosa of ay physical features of a ¿apañóse« X never 
placed any thought to my ancestry and never dreamed that the time would ever 
some when X would bo punished as a person of wrong sneestry« X had the greatest 
faith in the principles upon which this country was established and was fully 
Americanised as anyone else whose ancestry oan bo traced baek to the group h o  
came to America on the Mayflower# What is bothering me the most now is the 
fact that X sennet go back to my foraer friends with whom X have been reared, 
with whom X attended school and with whom X enjoyed common interest in sports# 
and model airplane svaats even though in the event you may make it possible 
for me to be paroled out of this center« fhe gap that will exist between our 
friendship which was caused by that sudden evacuation of Japanese only Irre* 
gardless of being a oitisen or of my devoted loyalty to America, makes me feel 
that there Is no hope for me to ever regain my former position if 1 cannot be 
permitted to leave this center or to bo deported without a clarification of 
the underlying reasons behind ay renunciation which X m  attempting to do by 
this letter* whatever your records may indicate me te be, X have greatest 
confidence in your judgment of the predicament X found myself at the time of 
renunciation conducted by the Justice Department in this center#



Edward J* läm i«, Baga 2

Ufa that I enjoyad «ine« tha tim« af my birth was like any that aay 
Japanese Amarlean ln California aa^arianead exsept that my fathar pasead *may 
1» 1988 irisan X was XT yaar« ald, my «litar Xtad waa 18 yaars eldj brother 
Jimmy, 10| «ad Georg«, f, «a aothar aas tha «ala suppe*tar of our family of 
8 with all of us minar« yat of «ahoal age* X remaaber I halpad mother by werk« 
lag a« a farm labwar duriag aaak and«. Sha workad for a fiar tat in arder ta 
«uppert tha family« Frier ta hl« death, Fathar was a truak fermer hawing eoste 
ta America in 1908 fraa Japan* X graduatad ln 1988 fro» San Femando High 
Thara wer« wery fas Japan«»« in our graduating «las« «o I had all tha opportun« 
lty ta beoeaa aequaiatad with Caueasian falle«« and l a m e d  ta think, aot and 
bailara that thara waan’t «nah a thlag a« raalal discriaination. X chuusned 
•round with William Laaranaa Jemes whose dad aas an enginsar for tha Southern 
Faeific KsAlraod* X was «nable ta continua my edueatian altheugh X vishad ao 
®u«h ta gradóte XFom aallag« in «aahanieal draftlng* X raaambar Bill enrollad 
at tha tfoiseralty of California at Ina Angeles and beeame a natal sfeep teaeher.

After graduation from high «ehooi, 1 halpad mother by working ae farm 
laborar for a large xmrsery «nd prior ta eraauatien raatfcar and X aere tba «ala 
«uppartar of oor family* Sur Ing July of 1940* ono yaar prlar to tha outbraak 
af thls war, «y aothar aná tí.star wsrnt to Japan far a vielt* Xt 1« a Japanese 
susto» to take tha ashaa of tha daaaaaad to tha honslamd for a formal burla! •
Jipo» ©empleting thls missicn, my aothar reburned to Aaariaa despite the urging 
of har ralatira« to remaln ln Japan« Mether was determinad ta mak« her llrlng 
with tha rast of us in Amarina. My «later wiahad ta reaaln thara far abaut a 
yaar or two so Esther raimad alona, fha follewing yaar around Wovsn&er, 
thara wäre sign« af paaalbla fhelfie aonfliot se X attamptad ta gab my «later 
to retura but tha Pearl Karbon attaok oaatarrad befere X was able to gat ay 
aistar baek to Aaariaa« Bow my tí star 1s still strandad thara* Sinaa »y sistar 
was tha only daughtar af tha family, my aothar natural ly waa aonstantly worrying 
about har* Methar9« warrias wäre partly raspansibl* far tha faat tha family 
had ta ecme to thls unsholasama Tula lek« Coaeaatrabien asmp.

&ariag my aothar and sistar9s abaenee, an Oatabar 1«, 1940* X  ragistarad 
for Seleative Sarrias just aa any loyal American fallas would have dona with 
ne feellng that X mas af Japanese aneestry« At that tima, I was H  yaar« eld 
but was daferrad and raalasslfiad as 8 « a  baeausa X was t h a  sola supperter of 
8 minar s, ®y brethar Georg« «die m s  14 and »y brether Jimmy aha was IT* As 
sam as Jimmy graduatad freu high sehoel and my mathar retumad fron Japan, X 
was m  langer 8«A for Mathar and Jlnmy wäre abla ta werk far tha rast af tha 
fhmily* Thu«, in Mareh of 1948 X was raalasslfiad as l«A. X dld not miad thls 
at all «ran thet&gh alnee Faslfie Har had bagun, eventual eombat assignment was 
Inevitable. X had ay pra-indu©fcXbn physical «mmlaatioa tíiieh I pasaad and I 
waltad for tha day ta reoelv« my induetlaa notlaa. ?han, ln April, a month later 
araouatian notlaa was aaaeuneed and X fouad myaalf ander Orders t a  mora isba tha 
Mansanar asntar so X immadiataly waat to ny loeal draft baard and «splainad my 
paradloaisant* Oa April 88, 1948, X, like many othara baaauaa af wrang aaoaatry, 
was eracuated with tha faaily ta Mansanar sentar* X raaall at tha tim« of our 
«raouation, my Canoasian friands whom X9ra kmoan sinaa X «aa a Jdld knaa^hlgh ta 
a graaaüwppart M a n d a  who knaw tha family «ran bafor« X waa barn, eame to our 
halp. ¥hay wart sorry ta aaa ua ga and almeerely axpressad thtír warm wlshes



Bdaard &  Seáis, Paga f
to 89« ue baefc m m n  My Caucasian frittnds afeo kxum hew I « s  aaaitiag the 
OftH to corvo for this oountry thou^st I wat befag inducted inte the Arsty and 
mere unanare of the faet that X m s  lelos evaeuated m  a Jap by a Presidaatlal 
Preelamatto» feraulated by the Preeident ef tho %lted State« and ejteeufeed by 
the %lted State* Army* I «hall nevar fbrget that heartache ue « H  «nffered 
at that psrting «hieh if It nevar had oeeurred «ould nevar have placed ue la a 
gran? te be elassified «t tho and ef the as* a* a *buaeh ef «ad ddff**;

After etxr bewildered trip ay lato Ovan« «e carne te the inyre-
viaed eeneeatratien eamp «urrenaded by barbed-wire ftcwi and deeert* m  nade 
the besfc ©f the «enfueten and usrest ene ean expeet ^hen theueaad* ef pe©pie 
are euddenly moved fren thier henea te face a nea type ef lite ahrouded vrith 
the ftimoefhere ef a eleee eenfineneni* fiare In the Mansanar center 1 «altad 
for m y induetiea papera befe instead ef sueh foros* X reeetved a reelacaifiéatlen 
aetiee late that year ef 1948 stating that 1 eac neo "jkS^-^the «amo elassifl» 
oatlón aa an alien« tilla eaa the sesead bien te me for T believed nycelf as 
a loyal «nríen'iltii« in «pite ef the Inplieatien ef dietruet voieed la the 
evaeuatlen arder« ■

Seen after infeernasot in the han cenar cantor, X «pplied fer «erfc a* 
f traman, a job I nevar ¿reamad 1 anuid ever be deing, and «tarted te «erk !*» 
nediately te keep ny nerale ap# 1 liked thla jeb very «ell beeauee there «ac 
a fire eollege in eemnaetiea d t t  the veris which enabled me te learm all abetxt 
fighting firee J et a» 1« done in the les Angeles fire Bepsrtment« Siaee 
there aere ee m m y ixxtereeting things te loara and se aneh te de, 1 did narfc 
plaee muoh thou^it te releeatlea pisóos the first peer* X «aa thereughly arapped 
up in ay w o r k and se aven In the Deenaber 6, 1948 riot, basan as the Itocansr 
Blet, X dld not altness the ineident h m m »  X aas esptain o» duty that day and 
aas respeaeible fer all ef the man en duty« I kepfe all ef than in the atatien 
se nene ef the» reeeived aay injuries er besana invelved in that riet«

ahíle at Mancan«?* «mide fren my «arte* X tcok aetive part in Buádhist 
ehnreh funetims* At ene party we for m e  párente, «e had as eur guest,
Mr* Oalna i« Fidher ef the Instituto ef Pacific Relatían«» he sat next te me 
at the head ef the hable and ae ehatted and besana aequaiated* Mr* fichar later 
arete to me fren Ogdsn» ütah thanking me fer the pleasanb tina at the party* X 
eften aeader hea he anuid feel if he ever learaed «hat had happened te that 
jovial £un»leving greup that asesnbled that night fer the epeeial party*

Life at Msnsanar had maay pleasant memerlea fer 1 peaseee that American 
phlleeephy ef llfe ef «ajeyimg and naking the noat ef ahet X have* Thaa eudden* 
ir in Pebruáry of 1948, the question ef registration aae thrust upen ue» The 
iiaiei# Canter libe the Tule Xake Center, aas eituateá In the exeludad area 
ef Oalifernla ahora ne pareen ef ¿apuneee «eestry oan «nter* The real párpese 
ef thic nm r iseua aae aet expMiwd eleaiiy« C^fueion, eueplolon, and distrust 
eame ever the chele erap. X aas thmreu^ily taken by eurpriee «han thla regle» 
tration issue eaam up« Ihstil then X had iergetten all abeat my recias al íloatlon 
as •g^O1’ ahieh aas net beeanse ef ay raquest but registration questions aroused 
in me that unpleaesnt 4H5 elaselfleatisn* Xt remained In ay miad se «han the 
intervienen appreaehed sie the aay he dldt X aas eenpelled te aaswer as I did*
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Tha lotarrlarar moa bleuternaat Bogará o£ %he Chitad States Army. Ai nos aa X 
atepped lato tha rara ha asfesd aagrily» "Aro yon leyoll*, X «aid, ♦»la,1* and 
alga iold him X haá plasmad te tafee Mothar te ¿apan, fhat w t  all ha idnA»
Ha dld net aek uhy X ah##® to n ;  "na* ñor tha underlyiag rearan mhy X had ta 
«ay Mother matad ta retara ta Japan, X mentad to te 11 hl* «y positien and 
feelinga bat any appraash of that aart frighiened aa ta limlt ay eomrer sátira. 
Fra» than till aegregatlra X m i  prometed •araral tima« fren assietaszfc eaptain 
ta aaststant ehlef than ta ehlaf and instructor ©f tha fira eollege. I smat 
say ay atay at i m anar m a  a vsry pleasant ana with a feellng that X m i  aa* 
quiring ae amah In lima af ednaatlan mhleh X m i  usable ta attain on tha outslde,

fhra oama Fabruary af 1944 whra aegregatlra af ae~ealled "dlslayals* 
ta fula bafea Gratar bagan* x m e  o lamed aa "¿talayal” maraly beaausa X didn»t 
get a fair ohanae ta amarar ay question a yaar befara» Just befara me mere 
leavlng Msnaanar, ora aequaintanee af Irag standlng, Mr. Andró« amar af a 
tireehop baefe heme, ama with ara belosglnga mhleh me did ®et salí at tha tima 
af eaaeuatira fra me rara pítenlas ta ratera aera ta ara formar heme» Tha henea 
la whloh ra lired la atill laft m m t  far ara ratera« na told him ra mera going 
ta tha Tola Xafee Segregation Cray, Ha aaamad ta Xay rery UttXa thaught ta tha 
mattra and fait It «aa ora bastases. Xf ha m i  arapriaad of tha ehaage tmo 
yaors i» eamp had rada upen us, ha did aot expresa it, Mr, Amdra mas a «inoara 
mam «ha Imam ua sa rali. He spraeored our aaftbaXX team baek heme, X playad 
eateher en that team fra 8 yaar a« It maa through him« X lo&med my frisad,
Bill ¿enes, had besa pramatad ta tha rank af Captala la tha %ited Otates Asmy.
A Japonesa friaad of atina la nom hade in San Fernanda wraldag far Mr. Andró. At 
ara partías than, Mr, Andró aatad mi to vxita aftra ra raaahad tha Tula bafea 
Camp,

na mar# traaafarrad frra Mañanara to Tolo bafea in Fabruary, 1944, aftra tha 
tovrabra tiat whish laatad fra tara mraths at tha Tula bafea Cantar, Tha aaatra 
moa far fram whet X axpeetad i It mas In all erase a aoseaatrat lan eampl Kever 
dld I droam that «o mnah moa salas to happen to me as atan oa X moa lealtad in 
tilla amatar which moa far fren anyfchiag X had arar experiraaed. Xt maa auvroundad 
hy 8 high fanaaa with guarda in massy guardtcwers plaoed at auppoaadly atratagla 
pod tiras aa «aa fiada la panal inatitutiana far dmearrlglbles* Xn thla eaap 
rara rnany minara «ha had ta ha with their parante, There mera mray mho aan ba 
provea ta ba nathlng but loyol bat maraly far orna rearan or athar had remalned 
ra driftad into thla eamp, A $ m m  moa bullt ta divide tha Cauaoeimn paápla 
mho mrakod fra tha WRA fra» tiza raaidanta of tha testar. Whra ma mera trancfarrad 
tha eamp alteotian oftar tha Wevrabra Biot mas assumed to bo boefe ta marmol •
At looat, that moa «hat X expeoted bufc I loaraed letra that tho sitúatira moa 
quito on tho oontrary, There aeemed to ba o oartain powerful group ruling tha 
people of tha oantra ond whom arrayóme faraad, Tháy mera later eallad tha Beiht 
Bra and Hofeoku Sotara Pon, X «aa radleaüy agaiasi auah azi organlsátira balng 
paimittad to asdst in thla erageatad aalony mhraa no rae mas freo ta aot and thinfe 
for hlmaolf, Bo rao in our family maa inralrad in thaaa or®inlaationa umtll 
that fstal night of Oetobra 1944, Ohiah maa aontha befara rammelatira prooodura 
maa intro duoad ta tha eelemy by tha Juatioa Pspartmant, Aa ay frlrad, my brothra 
and X mera ra our may ta night aahaol, ra aama iqpan a man atanding batmeam tha 
meeshall and a barraafe, fíia aot lama oauaad ua to stop and lnvestlgato. Befar#
X oould eall amay my frisad, ha mas slashed by o ahorp fenifa ra tha laft sida
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of his face i Saan thereafter I learned that tha man aas influential in the Hoshî 
Bea and aas a resident of tha «an« bleck as star f sally I the brutality of tha 
attack placed dreadful fear upon everyone in our block who aero not connected 
aith the Koshi Dsn for it was obvious what one nay expect If one refusad to reeeg- 
nisa the arénisation as ay friand, my brother and X had done, Hyateria of terror- 
i m  spread to other bleaks in tha colony and thosa aha wera non-members were halo» 
Xaaaly driven to submit themselves to the Influsnoa of the fioshi ban members far 
faars of physical injurias* the knifer sms soon apprehended bat the rest of us 
uare hslplessiy left in the colony with imaedlat# fears of being thasont »ray 
of this aereiless group in sfoich this knifer was amanber* Dépita Pother*s pleas 
to stay out of this knifing m s s , X want to the trials as a witness of the inoi- 
dent because! fait it was ay duty to proaaaute tha violator and to w tih r r t t  
peace in our cantor « I was placed in a dangerous position by acting as witness 
fer I was eyed as an "mu* or informer of all tha activities within this osap by 
the member® of this group* Oar shale family was wrapped in fears* Mother, whe 
is forty-nine year» old, m s  so nervous and upset about my safety so In the 
meantime aha registered as a member of tha Heshi Dan to save aa from passible 
beating or knifing* Xt waan*t long before everyone who had no Intent I m  at first* 
were coerced to become a msmbsr of the heshi Baa far fear of physical vialanos.
We had no other eholoe far we had no way of moving aut er away from terrorism 
in this fenced-in concentrât ion camp* there ware no ether ways out because 
relocation was not permitted in | #  lake at that tine and also la. such frensy 
it was impassible to even mention tha word wrelocation*. It was Just nadd suing

V 3* *  m *  dbl# to exert upon us against our wishes* Ivan
at Idle trials, 1 was inhibited to express myself freely for fear of violence 
upon ay immediate family as well as my innooast meads. After he was sentenced,
Im later returned to our block which Just added more horrifying mental strain upon us «11*

fhe yesr ended quietly without another incident far we were superficially 
members of the organisation* We complied by clipping our hair and abiding to 
the regulation# of that organisation* X was married in February, 104Ö to a girl 
fr«» the same block as ours whose fmily were members of the organisation for the 
same reason as we were* Than, on the 13th of February, my brother George was 
intoned at Bismarck Xaterameat Camp in Werth Dakota. At the time of his appro- 
hen si on, he had Just become a member but since he was listed cm a membership 
list #iieh was confiscated lay m A $ he was taken* I remember he had his renun­
ciation hear lag Just before mine* He «ms eighteen years old then having grad- 
uahed la December, 1044 from Tri-State High on the project* Sinoe he was only 
» ^  11111 afraid to withdraw from the organ! sat ion since the pressure placed
upon him was too great* X regret very much that X sent my brother as a member 
of the Seinen Du* but that was the only way out at that time, far he had sac­
rificed himself in order to pretest eur family. He recently wrote that Im will 
attempt to be released from Bismarck sad Jain the family in Tula lake.

As X recall new, X appeared at the renunciation hearing the first part 
of *%reh when the m o # was livelier than usual by the activities of radieal 
organisations to make us all renounce eur eltiseaship* Their power was aug­
mented by the fervor aroused by periodic rénovai of these agitators by the 
Department of tlustiee. Qaee a somber of the organisation, there was no way of 
withdrawing from that organisation and of feeling safe te ros» in this colony.
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It m s  so bad that those Who did net renounce stated in public they had renounced 
in order avoid the oonsequenees of a parson who did not renounce* faring the 
tire hearings were conducted in this center, thsse organ!sation* were permitted 
to display their night and power so ostentatiously as though thsir selfish aim 
m s  the intentions of eveiyene in this samp« It is Just disgusting to hellers 
that the Justice Department and the WRft remained on the sideline to wateh ua all 
renounce against our wishes when we couldn’t act freely and express our true 
feelings toward this country# It may seem as though the hearing m s  eondueted 
in privacy! however, when others within the block kept ourlous wateh to eeo who 
did or who did net receive letters fro» ths Justice Department, or who did or 
did not receive special hearing notices, there wae no way out unless one re* 
nouncod for otherwise one would bo faced with the sad predicament of being eyed 
as a deuble-cresser« X#ve never believed that such gangsterism esuld ever 
have been tolerated by any law-enfereing body I

Before I appeared at the hearing, 1 debated about appearing and pondered 
if there wasn't tome m y  to amid renunciation* there really was no way out 
with so much fsar harassing me with additional worries over my brother George*s 
apprehension* so X was compelled to appear at that hearing» .At my hearing X was 
unable to express myself thoroughly except to say that X wanted to take mother 
to Japan so she will be able to join her daughter* X regret that X did not tell 
you my reasosn for renouncing at that time* ify hearing was about 2 minutes long« 
Id doubt the Hearing Officer was aggravated by ay hair elipped short which was 
no fault of mine* 1 avoided wearing regulation sweaters with the rising sun 
emblem«

Tee may wonder shy X am so freely expressing myself* now, tdien X wasn’t 
able to do so before* few there is no pressure and X am sure you are aware of 
the blow the unconditional surrender of Japan was to those fanaties of those 
radical organisations who have quieted down now« Mr* tails, does it mean that 
the laws of the United States dees not imply justice upon a person like myself 
vho was compelled to renounce against cos’s wishes! Mr* tails, upon what laws 
of ths tatted States am X compelled to suffer because of being a person of 
Japanese ancestry which is so fault of mine! Mr* tails# by what laws of the 
tatted States was X eenvleted to be evaouated from ay homeand my friends! Mr« 
Ihnle, upon what laws of the UhitedStates was 1 m b  jested to ever be doubted 
as a "loyal American" when X had mice been classified as 1«*A! Mr* tails, does 
renonelation after the four years of ay confinement signify that X am no longer 
a subject of the Dotted States just because X was forced to renounce my citisoa- 
ship!

Mr* tads* in spite of ay predicament that X am now subject to deportation* 
X do still have the faith in the discretion of those who execute and enforce the 
law that there is yet some hope to have a rehearing upon ay ease with some eon* 
sideratlon of ay past experience which X have hastily eoversd in this letter«
I sincerely hope that ay ease will be considered as well as my two brothers and 
my wife* I shall be most glad to abide by any regulations sot by you in rest or* 
ing my former status as American eitlssn«

Sincerely,

Berry Jferimasa Tamara


