


Weekly column of Heart Mountain news, written by 
John Kitasako, for the Howell tribune -  a weekly newspaper 
of Powell, Wyoming*

HEART MOUNTAIN ULpPSES

Greetings! With this issue, we take over the column 
of Mary Oyama,who has so capably presented the story of the 
people up ! ere on the benchland at Heart Mountain« We shall 
do our level best to measure up to her high standard*

M ilitary Funeral

A quiet, purposeful World War veteran, beloved by a l l ,  
was called by his Supreme Commander last week* He was Clar- 
ence Uno, whose death from heart attack le ft  a depressing 
void among the populace of the center*

A military service, worthy of a faith fu l servant of 
this nation, was accorded him by American Legion members of 
Powell, Cody, and Heart Mountain*

¿ Though a native of Japan and therefore an alien in­
e lig ib le  for U« &» citizenship, Clarence Uno was granted hie 
United States citizenship papers by a special act of congress 
for serving with the American Expeditionary Forces in World 
War X.

Only recently, Governor Lester C* Hunt appointed Uno 
a member of the registrants advisory board of Park County«

The accordance of a m ilitary funeral and salute by 
Powell and Cody Legionnaires, impress*» in fu ll  regalia, 
warned the hearts of Uno’ s family and friends« It was a 
tribute of respect and nel#borliness approicated by a l l  
center residents*

Rationing:

Less meat and more fish  is what the residents are 
finding on their plates these days« Salted fish , fried fish , 
fish  with cream sauce« The Nisei Americans are rather a lle r ­
gic to fish , but their parents, who were brought up on sea 
foods, donrt seem to mind a bi.t*

Residents are tightening their belts, for rationing 
has come to Heart Mountain just as It  has to any other U« S* 
community« Persona over 12 years of age are apportioned two 
and one-half pounds of meat weekly. Including bone and fat*



Children six to 12 years of age* on* and one-half pounds par 
weak*

The sugar bowl is never seen on the mess tables* A 
•sugar waitress* goes around with a can of sugar and a spoon 
sad serves the rationed amount of the precioua granules#
She is under strict orders, and so no amount of wheedling 
w ill get you any additional sugar for your coffee#

Panperlng?

Center residents got their dander up last week* Car*» 
tain W* S* senators with elastic imaginations circulated re­
ports that the evacuees in the relocation centers are being 
coddled and liv ing the l i fe  of Riley amid luxury# A senator­
ia l  investigation of the camps is  in the offing, aiming to 
switch control o f a l l  eampa from the War Relocation Authority 
to the Army*

These charges were leveled at the WRA from the com­
fortable Washington offices of senators who have never been 
Inside the barbed wire fence of any center#

A ll of which rubs the wrong way, fo r here we are, 
liv ing in our quiet way, enjoying no luxuries, enduring in­
conveniences, and playing b a ll with the WRA#

Bit we are 100$ for an investigation, one which w il l ,  
once and fo r a l l ,  quash a l l  charges that the "Japs are being 
pampered*# Then we*d like to be le ft  alone* The residents 
and the WRA are getting along just a bit alright#

Skating rinks of a l l  sizes and shapes have mushroom­
ed up a l l  over the camp, alongside latrine buildings and 
mess halls and between barracks# Greenhorn skaters, and 
there are many, usually sneak out to practice a fter dahç 
when the rinkda are deserted* There* In comparative p riv - | 
acy, they can struggle with the law o f gravity, "faw down 
and go boom*, and their dignity does not suffer, only their 
seats#

Casualties have bean mounting each day) about f i f t y -  
five cases have been treated at the hospital to date# We 
fractured our wirst when we took a nasty s p i l l  the other 
day, we have sworn o ff skating for the duration and are now 
looking for a buyer of our’skaters. We are afraid that the 
next time it  plight be our head, which is a bit on the weak 
side*



Buz
Mary 1» a grand g ir l*  A writer, a lower of the arte, 

a busy mother of two, a g ir l  who loves l i fe *  She took the 
evacuation like a soldier, and endeavored to promote a healthy 
attitude toward internment among those who were weak of mind 
and sp irit* Always cheerful, always fu ll  of wit, always rsady 
with a kind word* Yes, Mary is a grand g ir l*  We 111 surely 
miss her*

Powell Tribune 
February 4, 1945
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bags and feed auppliee*II

How near la near? The cow pane w il l  be located a 
quarter of a mile from the hospital and the hog pens about 
a half a mile distant*- ■ h ■, V'

The meat requirement for the center, based roughly 
on the OPA rationing quota, is 1,300,000 pounds per year*| 
This means that each adult w ill consume about 130 pounds of 
meat per year* The Individual requirement w il l  probably be 
divided Into the following kinds of meat and amounts* beef 
60 pounds| fresh prk, 50 pounds? cured pork, 10 pounds; lam 
or mutton, 10 pounds# ft

In addition to fu lf i l l in g  the meat requirement, the 
livestock project Intends to provide eggs and poultry meat*

It  Is expected that many d ifficu lt ie s  w il l  be an* 
countered before the project can operate In fu ll  swing*

Cotton Formal 1

Heart Mountain is to have its f ir s t  formal dance, a 
Valentine Cotton Formal, with bids se lling  at f i f t y  cents 
a copy* The Brenda Starrs^ a club composed of g ir ls  working 
on the newspaper s ta ff, are sponsoring the "Mayfair* a ffA ir*

Katurally the g ir ls  are a l l  In a dither* and are taking 
a l l  necessary precautions so that everything w ill be * just 
right* for that momentous evening*

*No more peanuts for me until a fter the dance; they 
give me pimples«*« « * *I*m laying o ff of Ice-skating; no cuts 
or sprained ankles for me.*.*•«**I*m praying every night for  
«hove-sero weather«*« * « « * !  look better with long hair in a 
formal dress, so I*m going to get my permanent after the 
dance«*

And what about the boyst Well, they* reii taking it  
pretty much in stride* They w ill just drag out their dark 
suits, shine up their shoes, and they111 be ready*

-nt some of the fe llas  are beginning to wonder where 
they can get corsages -  priced within range of their small 
salary* ... ; ' 1 *

m&imm. ' i ., -: g ; '

Christmas was over but a very welcome package arrived | 
at the O lrl Scout headquarters last week* It  contained song- 
booka, handbooks, and o ff ic ia l scout pins. Tael

0*%



card Inside bore this inscription! *To oar Scout sisters  
in fyoming, a Merry Christines and a Happy Hew Yar# Prom 
the Chinese Girl Scout !lroop 45, Los Angles, California«”
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Volun16©P3'. ' : M ^

The young men of Heart Mountain were asked last week 
by the War Department to volunteer for services with the 
V* 3« Army* Volunteers from this center and other centers 
are to form an a ll-N ise i American combat unit* And later  
on, other young men w ill be drafted through the selective 
service channel*

Haturally this news, the most momentous since evacua­
tion, has hit thelcamp like a bombshell, provoking widespread 
discussion among young and old alike* The War Department 
has sent four o fficers, headed by Lt. Bay McDaniels, to set 
in motion the program for accepting volunteers*

The circumstances of evacuation, our dubious citizen­
ship status, the temporary and therefore insecure residence 
in this center under a policy-changing authority, the welfare 
of our parents -  a l l  have raised perplexing problems *

The Wise! is American* Tea, and he desires to be 
treated as an American on an equal basis* Hel&id nothing 
disloyal to be branded an|ali#n* It  has rankled him no end 
and when|the stigma of disloyalty and suspicion was placed 
on him* I ! I

Young N isei; Lieutenant McDanielsJjI1 d like to ask why the 
sudden change in attitude? Why has the Army 
suddenly decided that we Nisei are loyal and 
can be trusted to bear a me?-'

Lt* McDaniels; Don*t you think it  was about tlme?||It *a
been loo long in being corrected*

Young N isei; Back home, a fter the war broke out, a lot of 
us tried to volunteer for the Army, but were 
turned down because of our Japanese ancestry* 
And then we were classed as 4C or aliens, 
given a black name, and put into these reloca­
tion centers*

Lt* McDaniels; The War Department admits certain mistakes
have been made, and is anxious to right a 
wrong* As fa r as the evacuation is concerned 
you were removed from coastal areas as a mil­
itary precaution* It  had to be done right 
away, with no time to determine your loyalty*



¥oung Nisei* We desire to have our name cleared throu^i a 
nationwide announcement* Many Americana are 
under the false impression that we were put 
Into tálese camps because we were convicted of 
some disloyal act*

Lt* Mcdaniels* The War Department w i l l  do everything to re­
store you to your rightfu l place as citizens*

Young Niseis Is i t  wise, Lieutenant, to segregate the Niseis 
into a separate combat unitf We want to fight 
side by side with other Americans*

Lt* McDanielst By having a unit of your own, you can gain
wider attention of your war efforts than ir  
you were a l l  to be scattered and diffused 
with millions of the other American soldiers*

Young Niseis But I s t i l l  feel that it  would be better i f
we were to mingle with other Americans so that 
they could get to know ua and to understand 
us better*

Yes, the Nisei speaks up, for that is what democracy 
has taught him. But he vi%% delivers he w il l  forgive and 
forget — and fight*

Basketball -',f'

The other night Heart Mountain1s basketball team 
journeyed to Lovell to play the highly-touted Lovell West# 
wood Indians, and came out on the short end of a 46 to 22 
score*

The sp irit of friendliness which prompted the invl -  
tation from the Lovell team struck a very appreciative chord 
among the center residents• The local boys were tickled 
pink over being asked to participate in the Infantile Para­
lysis Benefit contest, and over the chance to go outside *
The boys had a ateak dinner (on their own) before the game, 
and after the game, they were treated to refreshments by their
hosts*

Ham Hamasaki, coach of the local team, had•words of 
high .praise for the crack Lovell outfit and for the sports­
manship of the spectators* "The Mayor is a swell person," 
said Ham* "We had a nice talk with him* Our boys did well 
considering the short time theyfve been practicing outdoors 
in the snow and mud**



Ham1s team« back home in California frequently took 
on Caucasian teams, for he believe*! the fie ld  of sport was 
as fine a place as any to better la ter-» racial relations* 
therefore he was overjoyed to lead again, away up here in 
Wyoming, a team of his own against a Caucasian team*

Forum ■■ - ■

the harmony pervading among the faiths In the center 
was demonstrated by the religious forum held recently* those 
participating were Father Harold Falseeker. Catholic, Rev*
H. Sensaki, Buddhist, and Rev* K* Unoura, Protestant* Each 
spoke b rie fly  about his religion, a fter which a general dis­
cussion followed*

Father Felsecker is a fam iliar figure in the center*
So deep and sincere are his Interests in the people here 
that he has even sought to make his home here among his flock 
Regulations, unfortunately, do not permit this*
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Farm Program

!§Originally, an extensive agricultural program was 
planned for Heart Mountain, but it  was curtailed when the 
War Relocation Authority policy to resettle the evacuees 
in outside communities as rapidly as possible went into e f­
fect*.:':;' J t v  sFH | k

The farm program ie now basically aimed at fu lf i l l in g  
the needs of this center only, and not Intentionally for ad­
ditional production of a surplus for outside marketing or 
for lend-lease purposes* However, it  is  mostly in the blue­
print stage as yet* ■ .

Glen Hartman, director of the agricultural program, 
figures that this center, on the basis of proposed plans, 
w ill be 90$ se lf-su ffic ien t In farm products* Approximate­
ly 1,080 acres, already cleared of sagebrush and awaiting 
cultivation when the ground thaws out, w ill  be subjected to 
intensive farming to produce a whole year1a supply. Much 
of the produce w ill be canned or dehydrated for winter con­
sumption*!;

Due to the shortness of a vaorable growing season Vjfbr 
some crops, certain vegetables w ill have to be secured from 
other relocation centers on an exchange basis* For example, 
arrangements have been made with the Gila Center in Arizona 
to send us celery and broccoli in the winter months in ex­
change for dry beans and potatoes :whieh our center w ill shin 
to; it *  , h ■ / ; . , ' ' *■

A certain number of acres has been set aside here to 
grow the crops fo r trading purposes specifically . Exchanges 
w ill be made also with the relocation centers In Arkansas 
and Colorado* ^

The agriculture program ca lls  fo r cultivation of an 
additional thousand acres for production of livestock and 
poultry' feed, suchlas grains, hay, and silage*

Mr* Hartman has set up a committee of forty evacuees, 
many of whom were big-time operators of thousand of acres 
back on the coast* Mr* Hartman enjoys very cooperative re­
lations with his committee, and barring unforeseen obstacles, 
his farming program should attain Its goal* However, he must 
contend with many problems, unprecedented problems which are 
callag forth the utmost in patience and ingenuity. These 
w ill be discussed in a future column*



Defense

I t  was bad news to us when a press dispatch quoted 
Senator E* V* Kobertson of Wyoming as saying that the Heart? 
Mountain residents are leading a soft and easy life *  The 
Senator has never visited this center, although it  is Just 
a stone’ s throw from his home in Cody#

It  really  hurt us, for Senator Hobertson’s word on 
this issue presumably carries more than ordinary weight with 
his fellow senators*

But another prominent Wyoming figure, State Democra­
tic Chairman Walter Q# Phelan went to bat for us, and Issued 
a press statement to the effect that the Senator was very 
much in error about conditions here at the center# So the 
score on the press dispatch board was balanced, thanks to 
Mr* Phelan»

gs® Mr. Phelan Is * sticking his neck out" po lit ica lly  
and otherwise by coming to the defense of the Administration 
of this center. ~ui we like him a lot for his sense o f fa ir ­
ness and courage# Would there were more like him#

But we wouldn’ t want to have this relocation center 
made into a Wyoming state issue, not only for our welfare 
and peace of mind but also for the sake of fostering harmony 
in Wyoming politics* We think there are matters of much 
greater importance in these c ritica l times*

Brief Notes

The young boys of the center are sharing indirectly  
in the e fforts to defeat the Axis by building model a ir ­
planes for the Amy and the Navy at the request of Kaymond 
£. Orr, Wyoming Director of Model A ircraft Project* Model 
planes are urgently needed to train Army and Navy men in 
identifying enemy as well as friendly aircraft# The local 
boys hope to produce 900 planes each month*

The hook and ladder brigade of the center worked ov­
ertime last seek when two major fires on successive days 
broke out in evacuee barracks# Luckily, the absence of 
strong winds at the time prevented the possible spread of 
the fires,Iwhich were caused by overheated stoves*

When a fire  gutted Dormitory 12, occupied by Cauca­
sian administrative personnel several months ago, the Com­
munity Christian Church took up an offering one Sunday to 
help those administrative members who had sustained losses 
in the fire * Thirty-four dollars were realized* However, 
the th irty-four dollars changed hands again recently when



the former occupants of Dormitory 12 decided to turn the sum 
over to the center fire  department in recognition of i t »  val 
lent service to the community* The money Is to be used for 
recreational and educational purposes«
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Community Church .' , |

Hero at Heart Mountain we have a church which has 
consolidated a l l  the Protestant groups Into a federated 
body called the Community Christian Church* Separate ser- 
vices are held simulataneously, one for the Japanese-apeak- 
ing Isaels, and two for the Wise! Americans, which are ln| 
English of course, in a belaboring building* The Niseis 
have one service for persons of high school and college 
age, and the ether for those over this age group*

The church is a recreation hall, 100 by 20 feet, 
converted into a place of worship* The walls and ceilings 
are of sound-absorbing celotex* Beeently a loud-speaker 
system was Installed so that speakers no longer find it  
necessary to shout their sermons*

The hall la bare and dingy* We don11 mind that so 
much, but w© do sprt of mind the low sturdy wooden benches, 
which get harder by the minute* They a ay there Is a certain 
technique in the way one sits on these benches, but so far  
we have not found anyone who knows*

Attendance varies at the English-speaking services 
from 400 to 600, depending on the weather* On the morning 
the mercury dipped 28 degrees below, about f i f t y  attended 
for an all-time low* Sunday school attendance averages 450* 
The pastors have urged young people, especially the g ir ls ,  
to dress practically for protection against the elements and 
not fo r appearance * But somehow despite frig id  weather, most 
female churchgoers continue to wear high heels, thin stock­
ings and California dresses*

Correspondence

Letter-writing consumes most of the leisure time of 
evacuees* Never before in their lives are evacuees licking 
so many postage stamps as they areljnow* The approximately 
5,500 pieces of mail dispatched from the center daily at­
test to the voluminous correspondence carried on by the 
residents* This means that the residents purchase slightly  
over a hundred dollars worth of stamps daily*

Most of the letters travel long dlata&oee -  to re­
location centers in Arkansas, Arisons, California, or Colo­
rado; to soldier friends in midwest army camps ( there are 
5,300 Japanese Americans fighting for Uncle Sasjg and to
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V isit to Powell |

This column shall digress sligh tly  and talk about a 
thriving Wyoming community cal lad Powell#

We faa l thla la  In order, fo r there exists an amic* 
abla kinship batwaan Powell and Heart Mountain» Many are 
tha evacuees aha ha vs harvest ad on Panel! fam e, dined In 
its  restaurants, sipped eokes at Its fountains, and|shopped 
la its  stores* A goodly number o f’;, the Caucasian personnel 
of the camp make their homes in Pose 11 Also, evacuees from 
tha canter ara now variously employed in Powell» Yes, there 
Is a definite tie-up between tha old community of sturdy pio~ 
nears and thla nee community of wartime evacuees»

On February 27, far the f ir s t  time in our five months 
stay at Heart Mountain* we were able to go beyond the barbed 
« Ire  fence to v is it  Powell» And was that a th r i l l !  *e had 
heard a great deal about Powell's good neighbor policy from 
Heart Mountain boys who have been there« A fter our v is it ,  
we agree with those boys toa »*'

la te ra lly , eight months of confinement In an assembly 
center f ir s t  and la te r In. thla relocation center made us fe s l  
Just a bit awkward sand se lf «conscious at f lra t , but we soon 
got over 11# - V;. :l.

We met our boeses, Mr# and Mrs»|Hay Baird, and were 
particularly Impressed by their broad outlook on current prob* 
lems and by their genuine interest in tha Heart Mountain Pro* 
Ject# We met the men who set up our weekly column, and even 
met the re liab le  Tribune prese maehlne#

Then, we sauntered around Main Street to do some shop* 
ping for friends in camp« Mo one stared at us$ no one turned 
around to look at us twice* We were Just another customer, 
and received courteous treatment wherever we went* I t  a l l  
gave .os a reassuring l i ft #  #

The simple l i fe  of rural Wy&IAng has helped the people 
of Powell to maintain s sensible perspective which msny people 
elsewhere have lost« . .' $

In a short spin around town, we noticed an unusually 
la rgs number of churches# S To us, that explained a great 
many things about the friendly attitude of the cltlsens of 
Powell* ■ ■1'■ ;v



Yes, Powell has kept it s le f  remarkably free from the 
race hatred and sordidneaa that war engenders* fa hope it  ' 
always w ill*  for that la w*at gives Powell its  simple, re-'*  
freshing charm*

From Our lotebook V OTjrafteSrnjW
Hikesi An Increasing number of permits is Mug issued 

these days to clubs to go on hikes outside of the barracks 
area* Permits must be secured a week in advance* and an ex­
perienced leader must accompany each group of fifteen* On 
Sundays especially, groups that march briskly out of the min  
gate in-the morning: may be seen returning before dusk drag­
ging their heavy feet* We went hiking last Sunday with a 
group of people younger than us* and regretted it  a l l  day* 
for these youngsters sure did burn up the road* We did a 
good Job o f holding up the rear going' and returning*

Draftt Vacancies created by Caucasian sta ff members and teach* 
ere being inducted into the Army are keeping the administration 
heads very busy these days finding replacements* When Wise! 
American volunteers march o ff  to Army camps very shortly, the 
shortage o f labor w il l  be acutely fe lt  in this center*

Finisi Heart Mountain*s ceramics project recently made | 
the front pages of many W* j|  newspapers when several e astern 
congressmen decided they dlda*t favor the project here* One 
of them claimed the product« made here would compete unfairly  
with these manufactured by private firms on the outside* An* 
other feared tbs evacuees would go to Japan after the war and 
use the training usined here for the benefit of Japan*

1||W 8 fins project was suspended at Heart Mountain* but not ' 
because o f the blasting by congressmen* but because of the- WKA 
policy of do-emphasis of projects at a l l  relocation centers* 
fhls was unfortunate, for the setup was «e ll-n ig h  perfect for  
a big-scale production* what with an eager s ta ff d iligently  
In training' for months* a huge plant in the process of erection* 
and rich bed® Of clay handily nearby* ' *

Hens Planti *he 1100*000 lens-grinding project has also been 
abandoned* Shis- was to be a war Industry to manufacture pre­
cision instruments for the armed forces# Just when the bu ild - 
Ing* the most .pretentious in camp* ;waa nearing completion, word 
was received to discontinue the Industry*!

A ll  r® jor tsmp activity  ha* fcaen either curtailed or 
frosen, in line with the WftA policy rapid resettlement of eva­
cuees in outside communities*



March 15* %ny center residents are scratching their 
heads and sharpening their pencils these March days* Yes. 
income tax reports are dne, and evacuees a ist f i le  ttia  like  
anyone else# Only a small percentage w i l l  have to makes; pay* 
manta, however* .



outside was so much "less fuss and bother#*

Personally, we like this last reason the best* It  
shows that the Nisei want to conform with the simplicity of 
camp living# They want everything to be simple and clear- 
cut. They always did# Big wedding a ffa irs , a pernicious 
Japanese custom, are mostly the handiwork of glory-seeking 
sponsors and re latives• So we’ re glad to see the Nisei 
having their own way at last#



HEART MOTTHTAIH GLIMPSES 
March 18, 1945

Town Hall

The core of democratic expression In camp Is the block 
meeting* Every Monday night Is set aside in each of the twenty 
blocks for the gathering, which takes on the atmosphere and 
purpose of a town ha ll meeting#

The meeting Is held in a block mess hall# A block haa 
about 550 residents, so when a rip-snorting Issue is  on tab, 
attendance shoots up to 550 or 400* The congested, regimented 
camp l i fe  breeds many problems, and the block meeting Is a 
sort of a clearing house for a l l  of them*

There is free speech, and plenty of It# Anyone who 
wants to put in his two cents worth can do so* When a block 
is  divided into po lit ica l factions, the arguments wax hot and 
long into the night#

The presiding o fficer is the block chairman, who serves 
as a link between the administration and his block, and vice 
versa* His main function is to iron put problems and to keep 
peace among his constituents* His is a thankless Job, one 
that requires a cast iron nervous system to withstand the bar­
rage of complaints and criticisms#

People who don’ t like him refer to him as the "block­
head** But he can take it* Up t i l l  December, the Chairman 
received no compensation for his services (now he gets #19*00 
per month.) He is a demon for work, putting in as much as 60 
to 70 hours per week*

In the beginning, criticisms of the Chairman were lo^d 
and unreasonable, but now for the most part, criticisms are 
more of a constructive nature# The Chairman has won the pres­
tige of his block through his patient handling of the various 
problems which have arisen*

At f i r s t ,  block meetings were attended by a number of 
Elsei-Americans, but the bi-lingual d ifficu lty  reared its ugly 
head as usual, so the outnumbered Wise! gradually withdrew from 
the Japanese-speaking meetings and formed t|eir own Hisei clubs*

Call Powell 100

The quiet of a Sunday afternoon in Heart Mountain was 
broken by radios blaring out the Bed Cross Benefit urogram on 
HPOW, a carry-over from the night before (March 6, 7)# Center



residents lent an elated ear, for it  marked the long-awaited 
dehut of Heart Mountain on the airlanes*

Featured on the programs were A1 Tanakaf s Hwailan Surf 
Riders from the snowy benchland of Heart Mountain* Announcer 
was a personable Nisei-American named Moe Yonemura* Famed In 
the center as master of ceremonies, Moefs ad libbing is second 
to none* Moe9s alma mater Is the University of California at 
Los Angeles, where, as head cheer leader, he led the mammoth 
rooting section of 9,000, one of the nation1a largest*

"Ca ll Powell 100 -  and keep it  ringing!* pleaded Moe* 
And Big Horn Baslnltes, especially beaming Heart Mountaineers, 
kept the operator busy* The total for the two days shattered 
a l l  previous records in the current Powell drive*

"A ll of us got a big kick out of it , and we want to do 
it  again," Moe told us* "What was especially gratifying was 
the swell way so many Heart Mountain residents, both Caucas­
ians and evacuees, responded to our appeals for contributions*

Hot heard on the programs, but sweating and to iling  
behind the mike to keep the shows moving along without a 
hiteh was Vaughn "Bonnie" Meehan, Heart Mountain1s Jovial 
chief of Public Relations* Bonnie is a former Denver newsman, 
and so whipping up those choice RedCroas appeals on the run 
between numbers must have taken him back to those hectic days 
when • he had deadlines to meet* /•

A1 Tanaka9 s Surf Eiders w ill  have a regular half-hour 
spot each week on KPOW* Bonnie and Moe are trying to secure 
more time on the airwaves In order to present more of the cen- 
te r9s we&th of talent* 9

Between the Barracks

Registrations A ll  females 17 years and over were re­
gistered in camp thlafweek for possible service in the Hurses9 
Corps or for enlistment in the WAAC* A trim WAAC lieutenant 
was in camp to interview interested g irls  * Male registration  
has been completed, and volunteers w ill be departing shortly 
for army camps• Right now the volunteers are being permitted 
to leave camp at w ill  to shop in Powell or Cody preparatory 
to their departure* |

Pastimes* Bridge is number one on the pastime parade 
in camp* I t 9s getting so a person has to know how to play 
bridge, or else become a social dud*

| The ou iji board erase was Just a flash In
the pan* The most amazing thing about ou iji was his ab ility  
to answer questions put to him in Japanese* Ouiji was most



consistently pestered by romantic g ir ls  who wanted to know 
when they were going to get married*

Jitterbagging continues to hold Its own* *$e ourselves 
stay on the sidelines when a jam session is on* We enjoy 
watching the hepcata, bat that1* as far as we111 go* J itter- 
bugging Is much too strenuous, and so hard on shoe leather, 
which is another thing to consider these days*



HEART MOUNTAIN GLIMPSES 
March 25, 1943

Community Store«

I f  you1re a resident of Heart Mountain* you must have 
walking stamina and two good arms to carry packages* There 
is no shopping d istric t; stores are located at various points 
In the center, wherever there happened to he available space» 
There Is no bus service (only workers get rides In covered 
trucks)* Therefore, a shopping trip  which Includes a v is it  
to a food store, the drygoods store, and the shoe repair shop, 
for example, Is an excursion that calls for a powerful lot of 
walking*

The Community Enterprises Division establishes and 
operates a l l  stores in the center* The highly successful or­
ganisation of this division Is tantamount to a business mir­
acle* With not a single penny in WM appropriation to start 
with, the original director Douglas Todd set up an organisa­
tion which today grosses #70,000 worth of business monthly* 
Shrewd business ab ility  is the answert Todd. * a success in 
"se llin g11 this center to dubious wholesalers and manufactur­
ers*

Of a l l  the Community Enterprises Divisions in the ten 
evacuee relocation centers, Heart Mountain*s credit is the 
soundest. Its reserve the most robust, its purchasing power 
the'widest*

The profits of the enterprises are being held in re­
serve for the benefit of the residents* Very shortly, resi­
dents w il l  receive refunds on their total purchases for the 
present quarterly period. Refunds are to be based on the 
cash register receipts which the customers get with every pur­
chase* This is similar to the cooperative system of patronage 
dividends* The establishment of a residents* cooperative as­
sociation, however, is s t i l l  pending* In the meantime, a 
temporary legal trust has been set up*

The center has two general food stores, which are re­
location center versions of a country store, with a pot-bellied  
stove and soup-to-nuts merchandise* A drygoods store, which 
did #2,000 of business on its  opening day, employs th irty- 
five workers#

Montgomery Ward has been serving the residents through 
three mail order desks at which orders are placed* The Com­
munity Ihterprises Division receives ten per cent of the total



amount of order* going through the order desk*«
e

The dry cleaning is done by Klindt'a and Leo's of 
Powell, both of whom have counters side by side in the same 
building* The laundry ie sent out to B illing*»

Shoes are repaired by evacuee cobblers, but when the 
»hop is swamped with order*, some «hoes are shipped to Bill«* 
lags fo r repair» Badios are fixed by experienced technicians* 
The fire  insurance agency did landoffice business a fte r  two 
major fires  had occurred, but business has tapered o ff since*

Latest enterprises to make their debut are the much* 
needed beauty and barber shops, a l l  manned by licensed eva* 
cuee operators*

This, then, is a glimpse of the shopping and service 
fa c ilit ie s  in this relocation center*

Her Share

We have come to meet and know many Caucasian Americans 
since being evacuated* The one whose sincerity and understand* 
ing have impressed us the most is a teacher on the center high 
school staff* capable and unassuming Miss Clarise Chase*

We case to know her when we enrolled in her ni$it school 
course in Cooperatives last fa ll*  (Caucasian night school 
teachers, who are mostly regular day school teachers, render 
their services free«)

We got to wondering how she happened to come west to 
barren, Improvised Heart Mountain» We knew she had le ft  be* 
hind the comforts of a modem home, a secure Washington, D* C* 
psotlon, and the social l i fe  of that bustling nerve center of 
wartime America*

Certainly there must be a deep*rooted conviction» And 
there was* As though a bit hesitant at f ir s t ,  she told us, 
"After the war started, X saw the terrib le  race hatred grow«* 
ing agsfciat the Japanese * which even small American children 
were developing* I knew it  was happening a l l  over the country* 
1 knew the Hiaei*American children would be hurt***•••♦•»and
besom« embittered by i t ......... • • • that it  would damage their
fa ith  in people» *** *#and in America* So when X learned about 
the WHA camps, I saw chance to let these Hisel know that a l l  
Americans do not. dislike them»* * * • « «that there is yet much 
love* So this Is my small share*••••«•to keep the brother* 
hood of man free from race hatred*"

We have never, seen anyone so earnest and so diligent* 
Students and fiends rate her absolute tops* Verily her mes*



sag© of love has reached a wide number of Nisei# But not 
without a price* For presently, this emissary of goodwill 
la perilously w ill in the center hospital* This ia the 
third time she has been laid low by overwork*

Yes, Heart Mountain reports a casualty -  from extreme 
devotion*

Brief Note«

Ban Cupid took a we Undeserved holiday last week for 
the f i r s t  time 1m »any weeks* Probably resting up for the 
anticipated spring rush* Old Doc Stork, on the other hand, 
made four db I I  varies*

Blue-and-white is to he the .color combination of the 
H* M* high school, and school are to be known as the Eagles*



HEARS' H0TJ1!TAIN GLIMPSES 
April 1# 1943

Farewell Party ,

The other night our ydung men*a club rave a farewell 
party for the four members who have volunteered to fight for 
Uncle Sam« Hie hall was decorated In a red, white, and blue 
motif, with giant V’ a a l l  over the walla« On the walla also 
were pinned individual pictures of the four volunteers* Be­
fore the party was over, however, souvenir-minded g ir ls  had 
hijacked a l l  of the pictures«

The dance com!ttee was in a pretty tough mood, and 
ordered each club member to bring a date, or else stay at 
home* A number of the fe llas  brought their "steadies**, but 
several fe lla s  not so fortunate (o r unfortunate) had a busy 
tire trying to date up a g ir l«  One desperate fe lla  even 
got a blind date, but he appeared to be having the best time 
of a ll»

First there was group singing, then games, and dancing 
with time out for refreshments and entertainment*

During the intermission, our club adviser, Bob Kuwa- 
hera, gave a pointed farewell message to the volunteers* Bob 
is from Hollywood, where he was formerly an animator for Walt 
Disney and later an art director at the famed Metro-Goldywn- 
Mayer studios*

"As you volunteers go to the front line, you w il l  be 
fighting two wars«•••••• the war against d ic ta to r ia l govern­
ments, and the war on the home front to safeguard democratic 
principles* How you commit yourselves as soldiers and as 
citizens w il l  have a great bearing on the Nisei-American’ s 
place in postwar America* Tours is a responsibility greater 
than that of the average soldier*"

We are sure those are words the volunteers w ill not
forget*

1 Isunderatanding ,

Recently, we were thinking about the way the residents 
of the camp have become, broadly speaking, one big family*
But it  was not thus from the beginning« The early days of 
the camp found the people divided into distinct factions, 
among whom no love was lost*



Heart Mountain^ population is composed of 1,000 eva­
cuees from the Worth Portland Assembly Center in Oregon,
5,100 from the Pomona Center and 4,600 from Santa Anita, the 
latter two In Southern California* The Fomonans were the 
f ir s t  to arrive here, followed by the Horth Portlander», and 
fin a lly  * those Santa Anltans1**

The Santa Anita Center, the largest assembly center 
on the West Coast, had a black reputation because of its  
strikes, riots, and other disturbances*

We happen to come from Santa Anita, and we witnessed 
the strikes and disturbances, but we saw nothing unusual In 
them* Where 19^000 evacuees are jam-packed into 350 acres, 
such dlstrubances were bound to occur# And it  must be real­
ized that only a very minute fraction of Santa Anita*s popu­
lation was ever involved# However, newspaper exaggeration 
of those occurrences gave Santa Anitas the reputation of 
being notorious rioters and troublemakers who *hit f ir s t  and 
talked later“ #

Therefore, when the Santa Anltans arrived at this 
camp, they had two strikes against them. They were greeted 
coldly and suspiciously especially by the Fomonans* Some 
Santa Anltans were snub >ed and Insulted so outrageously they 
had to move to another d istric t in the canp# Pomona gangs 
squared o ff  with Santa Anita gangs* The spoils system was 
practiced by some Fomonans who held responsible positions, 
and many a qualified Santa Anltan was detoured from a job f  
In favor of a Fomonan#

It  was an unhealthy situation, and an utterly stupid 
one# Butw1th the passage of time, the feuding gradually 
dissipated as Pomonana learned that those “awful Santa Anl- 
tans” were no different than any other evacuees#

Hews from the Hospital

Resettlement of evacuee doctors and nurses in outside 
communities has cut deeply into the medical staff# There are 
now only six physicians to administer to the needs of 10,700 
residents# The clin ic Is packed dally, and a l l  wards are 
being taxed to the limit# I t  Is supposed to be a 100-bed 
hospital, but at present 120 patients are hospitalized* The 
rigors of the firs t  Wyoming winter, as well as the high a l t i ­
tude have hit the residents hard and frequently#

Ho longer, and in view of doctor shortage, are home calls  
made by the doctors* Instead, persons who require medical 
attention but are unable to walk are brought to the hospital 
by ambulance# An average of 250 calls are made each week by



eight drivers who operate the two ambulances In shifts*

The medical s ta ff has issued a bulletin warning the 
residents against the danger of ticks* The hospital has 
secured a limited quantity of serxtn which is being admin­
istered f ir s t  to a l l  agricultural workers*

Former Occupations

A glimpse at the occupational chart of the center re si­
dents reveals that farming was the chief pursuit of the la r­
gest number of evacuees* Domestic work ranks next, followed 
by gardening* We noticed too that listed among the more un­
common tvpes of workers is a former boilermaker, a bacterio­
logist, a tinsmith, and a goldfish breeder* There are also 
five former masseurs and two morticians*



am is* r w b b  a u w sa *
Af>rll 1049

saaite fig ja i jp g ; • I  1- .'• v-fe v ;^  PpKj
a h»ve no theater building In Heart Vomítala* 96® 

theater la Just any aeas ba ll «here a picture happen* to be 
shown. ft*s© the avenías seal la over, the recreation era« 
clear« out the tablea, haul# In the benches, rigs up the 
aereen, and preato, you lave the I *  a t* Conounity Theater!

Two projection erewa, working five nights a week, 
cover the entire camp fro« ¿a# end to the other* There la 
one shewing for every teo block« of residents* A different 
«avie la show every week* Vost of the filas are not of a 
vary recent vintage, but a® one n e n  to mind too web* as- 
aldea, iba adaiaalon la only five cento* one night ve oav 
Blokey 2Sooney In "The Booster schoolboy", »bleb auat heve 
le ft Bollywood about eight years ego*

Stood seats are at a premian, so the line fores about 
«> hear nod a half bafora the eho* starts* «ban tbe doors 
are threw open, tbe people nales a and dash for tbs seats, 
and in no tiñe, about 500 persons are aardlned into the meas 
hall* There are not enough touches for everyone, ee about 
one third of tbe people nuat sit on tbe eoncrete floor, using 
their -folded Jackets or sweaters as cushions*

Late-ooners nust e ll bahlnd ona of tbe nany poeta 
«r ich divida tbe mass ba ll right dow the tenter* when *8un 
valley Serenade” »ltb  Soaje Rsnla me show, got a aaat 
aouarely behind a post* As «a  rensnber tba f ila , Vlas líenle 
did a remsrkabls Job of co-starring eitb that post.

IffigfP f js }f-h*wk W1 4ii fŜPSol W S uf . *r* { \
in tbs Mg oltlss of this nation, war conditions have 

bred ©dags of problem' youths know aa soot-suiters* Za this 
canp ve have tbelr counterpart, «e are sod to report* they 
ars coarse, loud-«southed fellova, with long unsightly hair- 
euta, and a aonoeyllablo Jargon of tbelr ow*

individually those boys ers quits bsmlssa, but baked 
bar tbelr cohorts, they are pugnacious and repulsive* Best- 
dents abhor then* •

They- .eve none of the qualities requisite for esslai- 
latlon Into American society. Vs cringe *ltb  horror «ban vs 
co-denplate tbs day tbese rowdies «111 be leaving caap to work
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rlghtful pX&co la tbo torta Ioni »artico teorica«

or S t ít  S &  2ÈC& W f i
Coawnity dinnora «ad portici oro bolng ananmd. to ¡ 

honor tbo rolimtooro oho »1X1 bo Xooving for Camp SboXbf 
wlthtn a «bori tisaool

Who Xoool OSO loongo io no» practtoally compioto «Itb  
fumlaMmga domatad fro® »orimi« aouroaa* fla a l «oldioro « a i  
foriou^h Fnm  nXdaoat 01017 empi oro abl© to raat tbo Ir  tirad 
foat in thla ©omfortabl© louaga «ad bo antertalnad by pratty 
p ii boato«#©»* %§• WS© lo ©»xabratiag tbo offioioX rooognl* 
tlot* aoooràod to It by tbo notlonol boadquartoro oorly Xost 
»oole*l

fbo AerimiXturo tapartaont*| »S*lab lo «  boohiv# of 00*  
tlr lty  thoaa opring dayat hot iaauod *a urgont 00XX far oloty 
traotor è ri varo« ;|Sno io tho intonai v» »ork nooaaaltatad by|| 
tho limitad ao&aoa, t»o ahi fio of algfct honra ©ach » i l i  bo 
pot lato ©ficai*

4 «poetai ©all «ft«|oloo nodo far non to roana» W fk  | 
tm tbo canai proiootb^»^ -1 ©b »1X1 brtag Irrigatimi water to 
tho contar« 1 Work »ma bogun on tba «anni Xaat fa ll*  tat »a a i 
dia cont Imiod »boa fraooing »oatbor aat in#

tarai Dormo© training Claaaaa ara|bain| eenduetod 
no» to bolp traiti young a n  £0 tha rarlooi f  laida of Ifamlng j 
00 that thiy v ili  io abl© to «©curo poaltlona iaitlia natio«H¡¡ 
al ©¿rìeultaral n ?  prop-a»«»

iba Baaallan Surf Hldora and tho dono© oreboatra bav© 
baco kart taay perforado# atlptf farm i fonetica« in noarby | 
ocwunltiaof ®isà by ih« raquaato for tha ir  «arri©##
»Mah ara botng aaob aoak# ti» boya aaan togto doing
aXrigjbt by tboaaal^oa#

| ^ i  Xooolitay Semita vmm andPbgXa Con» la to §0 
through ita pie«« ià̂ .Xo»oXX at tbo inatta timo' afptba nayorl
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ot tbat conounlty» fili* Corpi ahauld provo a big bit. iter 
mot of  thè boy# oro aestbera of «a autatanding corpo frasi 
tea Angalaa*

®o otta li. like to boo tha Mandaltn Band osSes appaar» 
•noea on thè outalde alea. Thia la tha aaootbaat auaieaX 
uait in «sap* and altbougb ita rape ria l re «anelate no atto 
o£ Japaneao aonga, lt  would be abla to faabion muoio ta sa.lt 
tb# fanay.of Cauoaalan audlenona. f i  la a lS-pieea band.
«Ith ®  «oeerSlom, a trumpet, a a lo lia, a finti, andTguitar.
TO# tifila MVQ IMKIQoIÌXMI#



HEART MOUNTAIN GLIMPSES 
April 15, 1943

Of This ami That

The camp w ill  have a thorough face «lift ln g  la tha 
latter part of thla month. A number of the o f f ic ia l»  and 
resident» are getting quite tired of hearing v ls ltrs  fro® 
other camps t e l l  them how untidy our camp la , so a campaign 
has been set In motion to stage a camp«wlde clean-up. Civ« 
lc pride Is a wonderful thing#

Heretofore, I f  a person wanted to go out of the fenced« 
In residents1 area for a walk, he had to secure a permit* But 
from now on, anyone may roam at w ill over the entire 27,000 
acres west and south of the center proper# But this w ill be 
permitted only fro® sunrise to sunset* But we don*t think 
many w ill  take advantage of this new freedom for quite a while. 
The tick scare Is on, and people are wary about taking walks 
o ff the beaten path*

The local Boy Scout s ta ff points with pardonable pride 
to its  splendid volunteering record* Six of Its nine scout 
leaders have volunteered fo r the army (one is a father of two 
children)• Already one scout troop has been disbanded because 
of the lack o f trained leaders. |||

The Boys and Girls Clubs Division is likewise being 
hard hit by capable leaders .resigning to leave camp to work 
or to volunteer* The shortage of leaders is  very serious, 
for prolonged cfeyllght hours are going to necessitate a more 
extensive recreational program*

Red tape has been the bane of the program to resettle  
residents in outside communities* Many persons have tried'" 
to leave camp fo r work, but the delay in getting clearance 
has been nothing short of exasperating* We knew a g ir l  In 
camp who wanted to go to Kentucky to marry her soldier fiance 
stationed there, but she had to wait three whole months be« 
fore she was able to secure permission to leave* Another 
g ir l  accepted a position in Chicago, but had to wait six weeks 
before her leave clearance came through from Washington. This 
sort of delay Is to be a thing o f the past hereafter, for Wash« 
ington has promised to speed up the whole procedure.

Efforts are being made to give better protection to 
out-going labor this spring* Some groups of workers who went 
out to work last f a l l  met with unpleasant situations when their



employers felled to live up to their agreement* A local com­
mittee Is to study a l l  labor contracts and intends to make a 
tour of factory d istricts i f  possible#p

On a Sunday Morning

On a Sunday morning* the tempo of camp activ ity  slips  
Into low gear, and residents leisurely go about doing their 
chores or amusing themselves* This is what we saw on a short 
s tro ll last Sunday morning, when the sun was shining In a l l  | 
its  splendor* Two g ir ls  exchanging gossip as they sat in 
the sun drying their hairt*****An dd man carefully mending 
a broken folding chair,••«••A  police car prowling down a 
bumpy road*. * • • »A g irls  basketball team going through Its 
paces In the middle of a street, while a group of boys stood 
around offering “advice*******A lover of the so il tenderly 
working over a patch of the earth in front of his barrack*.*•
A wife helping her husband erect a picket fence around their 
forthcoming victory garden* • • • • *Boys sitting on their door­
steps giving their shoes their weekly shine ***** »Shoppers 
returning from the food store loaded down with bags*• • • *A 
lady taking her Pekingese out for a walk** * * * * »Children glee­
fu lly  scampering o ff to Sunday school*

Love, You Funny Thing I

Spring has sprung, and young peoples1 fancy has turned 
to thoughts of love* But a l l  is not too smooth, however, 
Judging from snatches of conversation we1ve overheard recent­
ly  among the younger set*

*Hefs Just like a l l  good-looking boys* Hefs plain 
conceited**

*Shefs pretty and a l l  that, but a fter the f ir s t  five 
minutes, she sure gets boring«*

* I f  you ask me, he1« Just like a lump of coaill hard 
and rough* I  wish he had a l i t t le  more polish and finesse«.*

*The trouble with her is you always have to say hello  
f irs t**  7. A

*1 can’ t figure her out* * * «She’ s always sort of sitting  
on the|fence, as though she can’ t decide which fe lla  she likes 
most** ; . ; '

*She’ i  led too easy a l i fe ,  I guess* She can1* rough it*  
1 like g ir ls  a l i t t le  more rugged**



Weather ■

Winter is over, and even though it  wee our f irs t  
taste of snow and sub-zero weather, we same through it  bet* 
ter than we had expected* We aren’t kidding ourselves by 
saying it  wasn*t Gold* Wo s ir ,  for It  w il l  be a long time 
before we *11 forget that day the mercury dropped 32 degrees 
below* But, taken as a whole, it  wasn’ t so bad as a l l  the 
wild stories we had heard about how severe the Wyoming win* 
ters are* As a matter of fact, we saw more days of sun* 
shine in the Big Horn Basin this past winter than we ever 
used to back home in *sunny® California. And say, coming 
from a native Californian, that is pretty strong admission*

What we dread* now are the dust storms this sunnier* 
Some of the violent dust storms we had last f a l l  have us 
somewhat worried. We* re hoping that the things we* ve heard 
about the sussner storms are only half true«
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Of this and That | 1

The new »Iren at the firehouse now sounds regularly 
to signalise the hours for the working personnel of the eamp 
to begin and quit work* C The w a il of the s Iren male a us fee l 
a b it nostalgic, for It  sounds just like siren in our home 
town In California* We like this siren system* because i t , s 
something we were accustomed to hawing for as long as we can 
remember* And besides, it* s nice to have these regular de­
marcations in our day, for no longer does a day seem to drag 
on as thou# It  were a single drawn-out hour*

Requests have been recently received from Cody for 
services of the camp dance orchestra and the Hawaiian Surf 
Riders• This Is really  something to cheer about, for this 
center’ s public relations with Cody heretofore have not been 
too encouraging* Up t i l l  now, the musical units of the camp 
have performed only in communities north of the camp at the 
kind invitation of organisations In Powell, Lovell, and Cow­
ley*

We’ ve been going down the main gate quite often these I 
days to bid farewell to departing friends* | The young people 
are leaving camp in a steady stream for domestic, defense, 
and farm work* In the young men’ s club that we belong to, 
of the twenty-four members, only four w i l l  be remaining In 
eamp fey the end of the week* Five have volunteered for the 
Army, five are going to Cleveland, Ohio,, for defense work, 
and ten have already le ft  for various points for farm work* 
This breaking up of the old gang Is a painful but inevitable 
episode of resettlement* The drain on manpower has put a 
crimp in the operation of administrative departments where 
key workers have le ft  for greener fie ld s* Young and in­
experienced replacements are f i l l in g  in the gaps* We’ re 
wondering just how topsy-tuny It w ill become when the outward 
stream turns into a swollen river*

A ll the mess halls are vying for the honor of being 
the cleanest eating hall in the camp* 1 An •is* pennant is  to 
be the weekly reward. This is a good idea, for some of the 
mess halls have become quite lax in sanitary ways* But It  
certainly must be a te rr ific  headache for the Judging com­
mittee, for there are &9 mess ha lls , and they a l l  look nearly 
alike• Well, the tabulation of the f ir s t  week Is in, and a 
mess hall in Block 6 won the pennant* We’ re hanging our head 
In shame, fo r our own mess hall didn’ t do very w ellf in fact



it  was rated the very lowest!

Each week in the camp newspaper appear notices put 
in by residents thanking their friends for their thought­
fulness during convalescence or bereavement# Recently, 
with an unusually high number of illnesses causing so many 
such Thank You* ads to appear, the newspaper haa been 
wking in a neat l i t t le  income# ■ . ■

Parties for Volunteers

test week was Volunteers Week in Heart Mountain* It  
seemed that a l l  the organisations wanted to give parties for 
the volunteers* The heavy s chedule of two or three parties 
® began to lave its  effect on the volunteers, who were
distinguishahfe by the bags under their eyes and by that aw««» 
2 *  look# Some of them were frankly worried about
whether they would be able to pass the physical examination 
in their present condition* The Week started o ff with a 
gala dinner b the community at large* which was attended 
by notables from enighboring communities# We dashed over 
after our church meeting, hoping to have a short chat with 
Mr* and Mrs# Kay Baird, and to meet Mayor and Mrs* Sever of 
Powell, tut we got there #ust a l it t le  too late*

Changes in the Scenery

Banked-up quadrangle* of earth, which were once skat­
ing rinks, are now but forlomremlnders of those exciting 
sub-zero days when Ice-skating was the favorite pastime, 
fv , ? . ?g season was so much shorter than so many people 
thou^it that a ¿rreat number of persons who ordered their 
skates rather late did not get a chance to use them*

,, , P11f  * coal, which were always stacked high between
the barrapks during the winter months for the convenience 
of the residents, are getting fla tte r  and fla tte r  as the 
coal becomes gradually pulverized by the elements and the 
tramping feet of small children.

i  Sticking out like a sore thumb on the camp landscape 
is the nearly-completed high school building. The bright 
Christmas-red roof of the school adds a great measure of
K 0L l L S i  dr?K surroun<Jlagf oi  funeral-black tarpaper of 

f *  ■ * ih* y°unr people especially are hoping the 
auditorium-gymnasium w ill be finished soon so that big com-
elbow^room*for 'to- * CCntr* 1 loc' tion wlth



elbow room for a ll*

the most welcome change In scenery has been the 
appearance of green blades of grass on the weather-beaten 
Soil* The good earth Is good to us, alright* The grass la 
there only in feeble spots, but it*a green, and that does 
our souls a world of good*

Our camp has a corps of G-Men too, but they have nothing 
to do with law and, order* A G-Man In Heart Mountain is the 
glorified  name taken on by the garbage crew* Collecting garb­
age may not be too enticing or dignified, but the G-Men draw 
Juab ss much pay as a doctor, dentist or an engineer* which 
is #19*00 per month*
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Assorted Thoughts
................... ...mu mu wniw—in

How different Wyoming la from California « fake the 
American Légion, for Instance• In California, fhe American 
Legion la leading the flg$at to prevent our return to our 
home» and to deport us a fter the war, whether we are cltlsens 
or not. Hie Legion In Wyoming is a legion of another color* 
Its  commander, Ernest J* Goppert, delivered a stirring mes* 
sage at the Volunteers1 Dinner in camp recently, and has 
shown on other occasions that he and his legionnaires are 
red, white, and true blue Americans*

fhat was a splendid write-up which the Tribune car­
ried on the gala Volunteers* Dinner In Heart Mountain last 
week* It  was complete and accurate, outdoing the story In 
the camp newspaper it s e lf »

We are adding the University o f Wyoming to our l is t  
of favorites* The tolerance of its  student body toward the 
Japanese-American students there, as revealed In the campus 
newspaper, merits high recognition. f|

I t 1 s snail wonder that few people are going out on hikes 
any more* One man said he saw four rattlesnakes on a short 
jaunt, and another man ran Into a nest of 59 rattlers*

Unbroken Circle

In the past two weeks our camp has been visited by 
Caucasian representatives of the Student Relocation Associa­
tion, the American Friends Committee, the Protestant Com­
mittee for Japanese Service, and the Presbyterian National 
Missions. These persons have come, as others have from time 
to time, to aid in the resettlement of the evacuees.

Back home during those bewildering days of evens atlon, 
American Christians demonstrated to an Immeasurable degree 
their friendship for people In distress* *The circle of 
Christian friendship w ill be unbroken no matter where you 
may be,” a Quaker friend told us when we parted*

How true has that been* Their love has followed us 
Into the camps, right Into our hearts* In the test of their 
sincerity and loyalty, American Christians have risen to mag­
nificent heights. They have given us encouragement, counsel,



and hop©, keeping ©live our faith  in th© American way of 
l i fe *  This w ill be th© only pleasant memory of this horrible 
war*

Short Items -

Learning took a holiday at the local high school last 
Friday* But th© prepsters had a fu ll  day* They started o ff 
by cleaning up their campus, then held a baseball ra lly ,  
watched the ballgame with Lovell High School, and then en­
tertained the Loveliers after the gam© with an informal 
social»

With their limited income, camp residents have not 
been able to invest in war bonds as much as they would like  
to* Since the camp opened, about- $@,000 in war bonds have 
been sold at the camp post office* this amount, #6,000 
was purchased at one crack by a single Individual*

The Shoshone National Forest Supervisor has requested 
the formation o f a corps of volunteer forest firefighters  
la  this center* The volunteers, who are to fight fires in 
northwest Wyoming, are to undergo training w ithin a short 
t i m e , ■ " ; ■ . ' ■ . . . ' ' ■ /

The sweet sorrow of parting was never more keenly 
fe lt  as on that day last week Clarise Chase, Heart Mountain 
high school teacher, departed for her home in Washington,
£>• C* 111 health forced her to resign, but not without a 
fight* The main gate area was Jam-packed with a 'host of 
friends and pupils bidding farewell to on© who had w ell- 
earned an everlasting place in their hearts. Being tom 
apart is a necessary,pain of friendship*

Mary Oyama, former conductor of this news column, 
recently made the news in Denver, where she now resides, 
when an invitation for her to speak at th© Authors» Club of 
Denver allegedly stirred a tempest among some of it s  members 
who objected to having a Nisei-Amerlcan g ir l  speak to their 
organisation* Mary spoke anyhow, and did a swell Job of i t .  
too* ■ ; , . ', ; ' ■''/

When evacuees from camp go to Powell, one of the 
places they usually make it  a point to v is it  is a church*
This is particularly so with the g irls* » I t  is so refresh­
ing mad peaceful to g© inside a real church, even for a few 
moments, one g ir l  told us* This is  understandable, for our 
church in camp is a somber—looking recreation barrack* Ttf© 
exterior is of tar-paper, while the Interior is walled with 
brown celotex boards* Were it  not fo r  the a ltar, the hall



wott Id look like another re dilation' roost*

A volleyball game between two g ir ls  terns had to be 
cancelled the other day* seasons two g irls  jfe one of the 
teams had appointments witp the beauty parlonf for permanents# 
Beauty before play# Keeping up appearances /a a serious 
business with the g ir ls  in camp# *he standard of grooming 
and dressing relatively high for camp life#
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by the local g ir ls , who w ill put forth ©veryeffort to make 
it  a memorable day«

The leaders are praying for fa ir  weather, and for 
the wind and the dust to stay put* Recently when the Lovell 
High baseball team came to Heart Mountain to engage the 
local prep team, the wind and the dust made pests of them« 
selves a l l  during the game, and a very miserable time was had 
by a l l«

These are days of great opportunity fo r Nisel-Amerleans 
who can read and write the Japanese language* An opportunity 
to serve their country and to earn a good living* Teackfag 
positions in army and naval language schools and translation 
work for governmental agencies are just begging for qualified  
Niseis* The fact of the matter is , however, that the percent* 
age of Niseis who can read and write, much less reasonably 
understand, the Japanese language is small indeed* Most Ni­
seis neglected studying the tongue of their ancestors, fo r  
they had their hands fu ll  enough trying to master the English 
language*

Parm Report

The Agriculture Department is racing against time these 
spring days, and so far It looks like a neck and neck race*
The preparation of the land for planting is slightly  behind 
schedule, but the boys hope to catch up by putting on two 
shifts of tractor drivers*

The canal which is to convey the precious irrigation  
water from the Shoshone Reservoir la about 30$ complete*
Right now the canal crew is performing the highly-Important 
but time-consuming task of placing the layer of bentonite 
on the canal bed. Unless the canal is completed in time fbr 
the planting season, the farm program w ill be in a pretty :* 
pickle*

The shortage of labor in various departments, especial­
ly in the agriculture section, is so acute that the high school 
is going to be dismissed two weeks earlier, which should be 1 
fa ir ly  good^lews to school-weary youths*

Dollars

The recent camp clean-up campaign was somewhat costly 
to th© Recreation Department, which was * cleaned out* of #100* 
This is how i t  happmeds The Rec Department derives a good 
part of its  operating e xpenses by salvaging fats, crates and 
bones* Through hours of sweat and to ll,  the Rec boys had
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again, the program «os shifted outdoors«

Tbs program, presided over by Mrs« Torlye. Included 
the regular snoot ritual and speeches by isr« üarlin X« Kurts, I 
camp director of Cosstmlty Activities, irs«^?# w# :iets of I  

al t, Mrs# i yus * cl Bell of Cody, Ir «*  A leo Eealy of orlad, • 
end,Ire« Earry Wye o f 'Fossil, substituting for firs« J« M#
Browne of ?o«¿li* . , ■ . . :

Entertainment, with sadako Miami ra as chairman, in«* 
eluded several clever skits ^ > »:H T? termed late and ft
Senior droops, and a scoutiquia In which the contestants 
giving tbs correct answers' reeelvsd a 10 cent war saving |8| 
¿to p# rouell,s tharsKlti tbs entertainment was directed by 
Mrs« Rsbsrt Mise, end i i# ’Ernest Hylonder* iBsart Mountain's 
contributions to the program were a fashion preview, a per» 
formones by the B rill Tea®, a Japanese ceremonial dance by 
SO Brownies, end a snappy exhibition by the Boy Scout Brum 
(Sid Bugle Cerjw«J|

IMaftUaaz
The pother day the patients in ths hospital «ere sudden*» 

ly eowanded to get out of their beds and stand by. In march*».;:' 
ed a troop of SO young girls, who issued lately  I et about making 
up the beds« | This done«' off they marched to ths next ward« and 
repeated« To the startled patients It mm explained that it  
«*¿s part of the training for high school girls «ho are to be 
inducted as nurses1 assistants lamed lately after school 1# out 
to alleviate the serious shortage in the hospital«

A trip to Body to sing at church services! ¡¡¡That's 
«hat ’ the locallcisirch choir had been looking forward to do 
so cacerly for mem the* It «as to to  a sort of a re«erd for 
their faithful service« Then m m  the. news ofthe Tokyo 
execution« local church authorities demsd.lt Inadvisable 
to malm the. trip under the circumstances, so the trip i $ 
cancelled * much to everyone’ s chagrin« The baptism of 11 
ru t si t i from the center at the Powell Baptists Church, 
k ' ^ v I  for May 2, ms likewise postponed until a later 
date»

Hobart Kodama« director of Boys sndloirls Activities, 
is a young man with ideas end a lot of push« lie’ s involved 
in so many activities and goes to so many mmtlnpf his wife 
hardly s la to see him« Els push has been responslblaifor 
ths success of many drives in the center« *he|latest cause 
to feel the force of his energy is the campaign to .sail war 
Savings Stoops« he has set up key committees; he w ill ham



the camp plastered with 100 posters in English and Japanese! 
he w i l l  spread the gospel of th rift in the newspaper and 
bulletins* ^e has designated May 10*17 as Thrift Week* He 
means business* Because war bonds are beyond the salary means 
of the residents# the emphasis w ill  be put on the purchase of 
10 cent war stamps*

Quotes

Bits of conversation we’ ve picked up here and therej

* • • • * • »The trouble with our block is that we have too 
many guys who oppose ar^bhing new or d ifferent•*

9 * * * • • * I ’d rather get kicked around in America than 
live in Japan.9 ' iTSiTTr ' ,• ; w

\ ‘ >
9****#*Camp li fe  has brought me In such close contact 

with other people X think i t ’ s made me more human.”

’’I ’m volunteering fo r the army because X want to be 
with a bunch of fe llas  who feel the same way about the whole 
thing as I do*”

9 **.* *« »Nowadays X f e l l  Just like I did before ©vacua* 
tionj I just don’ t give a hoot about anything#9

” ••••#.My dad’ s health is much better since being in 
camp* That’ s because he’ s had to quit

9 « » • • « •Some people w ill never learn that in camp we 
a l l  have to share alike*9

9 • •«* * • The chief cook In our mess hall was a farmer 
back home* That’ s why our meals are so lousy*”


