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COLLEGE OF NATURAL RESOURCES 207 GIANNINI HALL

AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720
GIANNINI FOUNDATION OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
department of agricultural &resource economics September 22, 1982

Awards Committee

Alumni House

University of California
Berkeley, CA 94720

Dear Committee Members:

I have learned that Mr. George Kondo, President of the California Japanese
Alumni Association, is nominating Ms. Yoshiko Uchida for the "Alumnus of the
Year'™ award. | want to add my endorsement.

I have known Yoshiko Uchida well for more than 10 years and have read
several of her publications including her most recent work, Desert Exile, and
numerous books for young people.

If you have had an opportunity to study her record of accomplishment, you
will already know that, she is a highly productive author. She has published
26 books, including 23 for young people and 3 for adults. The most recent of
these, Desert Exile, is an informative and eloquent chronicle of her family®s
experience in a Japanese American relocation center in Topaz, Utah, during
World War 1l. In addition, she has published five short stories for children
and more than 40 articles. Her works have been excerpted or reprinted in more
than 60 books. She has received special recognition from numerous prestigious
bodies, including the Oakland Museum and The Commonwealth Club of California
(best book awards in 1973 and 1982). In June, 1981, Ms. Uchida received from
the University of Oregon its Distinguished Service Award and, by invitation,
she has made a gift to that institution®s library, for research archival pur-
poses, of all her manuscripts and working papers. She has readily shared her
enthusiasm for, and skills in, writing through countless lectures and contri-
butions to conferences and writers®™ workshops (in more than 80 such occasions
in the past 10 years alone). This outstanding record is tangible evidence of
commitment to matters of human concern.

The merit of Ms. Uchida"s work is widely acclaimed and, as noted, has
brought her very substantial recognition. An underlying quality, however,
deserves special notice. This is the ecumenical spirit so evident in her
work. This is deeply felt and soundly expressed. It allows room for reten-
tion and cultivation by each individual of cultural and ethnic values, for the
acceptance of similar values in others of different origins, and for bringing
such variety into an harmonious whole both for the individual and society. It
is especially noteworthy that this philosophy, of such fundamental importance,
is projected through Ms. Uchida®s many books for young people for whom the
development of respect and reverence for their own cultural heritage and that
of others is so essential. In her own words, "Each of us must take pride in
searching our past to better understand ourselves only if we can one day
understand each other and thereby celebrate our common humanity."



. 2. September 22, 1982

Ms. Uchida’s writings faithfully reflect her own personal commitment to
the ecumenical principle, her insight, clarity, modesty, quiet humor, and in-
tegrity. In personal qualities, impressive productivity, and commitment to
public service, she is reflecting great credit on the University of California
and our Alumni Association. She is deserving of recognition of a high order,
and | am pleased and privileged to support Mr. Kondo®"s nomination.

Sincerely

Professor Emeritus of )
Agricultural and Resource Economics
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Yoshiko Uchida Lauren Sammet

1685 Solano Avenue #102 5 Deerwood road

Berkeley, California 94707 Westport, C#, 06880
September 13, 1987

Dear Yoshi,

My purpose Tfor writing this letter is to ask you your views
about the Constitution. This is for a social studies project,
and 1 would deeply appreciate it if you would respond to this
letter. I chose you because as a Japanese American, who went to
a prison camp, you would have some interesting views.

What 1 would like to know is, what amendment is most
important to your profession, as an author? Do you feel that,
during World Warll when your family was placed in a prison camp,
your rights stated in the Constitution were violated? My final
question 1is, if you cou;d change something in the Constitution,
what would it be?

Thank you for spending so much time to read my letter. |
have enclosed a self-addressed envelope with my letter if you

wish to respond.

Sincerely,

Lauren Sammet



September 22, 1987

Dear Lauren:

Thank you For your letter and the beautiful 6opy of the Consti-
tution which arrived on the very day oF our Bicentennial Celeb-
ration. X was delighted to hear From you and am iaappy to answer
your questions.

As a writer, the 1st amendment which guarantees freedom of
speech 1is most iImportant to me.

As a Japanese American, during World War XX, X was denied the
right to "due process of law” guaranteed iIn the 5th and 14th
amendments when 1 was incarcerated by our government (with
110,000 other Japanese American citizens), without trial or
hearing. By violating our Constitution in this way, 1 Feel
that our leaders betrayed all Americans, For they damaged

the very assénes of our democratic beliefs.

As to changes, 1 would like to sea the i1ncorporation of the
Equal Rights Amendment to our Constitution.

I ajgjptas’™d that you are studying the Constitution because
yoar”~awarehlss of i1ts guarantees will, 1 hops, prevent a
repetition of past injustices. Our precious democracy can
survive only if wa all remain vigilant.

This brings bast wishes to you and your classmates.

All ths best,
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September 27, 1987

Oear Loy:

I know your stay with John, Bonnie and Lauren
will be a source of strength and comfort to
you and hope each passing day will ease the

burden of pour great loss.

I did my very best on the enclosed remembrance
and do hope you will be pleased with it. Please

make any corrections, 1if necessary.

I ’m hoping my acupuncture treatments will give

me the energy to be at the service on 10/12.

Take care of yourself and my best to John,

Bonnie and Lauren. I hope my letter to Lauren

reached her safely.






A REMEMBRANCE OF GRACE SAMMET

During one of the last conversations 1 had with my dear
Friend, Grace, she told me that her chemotherapy had not pro-
duced the results we had both hoped For. When 1 could not
hide my disappointment, however, she quickly reassured me,
"Welll Find something else that will work.™ That response
was so typical oF Grace’s conFident and hopeFul outlook during
all the months oF her illness.

I know that she asked the Lord,”Mal™.e me strong,”™ and |
know that He did. I never heard her speak with despair or
Fear. Always she was positive, cheerFul and strong. Now, 1
think perhaps because oF my own ill health, she was trying to
keep up spirits as well. And that, too, was typical oF the
caring person that she was.

When she was well, she gave so much oF her time to visit-
ing elderly Friends or people in need oF help. And her caring
extended also to many young people whom she loved and with whom
she had such good rapport.

She tutored children at a nearby grade school For many
years, becoming their Friend as well. She encouraged them
as well as many other young Friends and Family members to
have inquiring minds and a love For books, just as she did
herselF.

Grace Sammet was blessed with that delightFul trait

Found only in a Few: The open ingenuous spirit oF the child



still lived in the mature woman. And that childlike

spirit still lived during her last days when, as she planned
her own rnm(Or)ﬁl_services with her pastor, she said, "It
might be nice if 1 could be there.”

But in those same days, the mature woman in Grace
remained strong and composed, enabling her to Face death
with calm and peace.

We $hall all miss her gracious presence in our lives,

but 1 join with you in celebrating and cherishing her

beautiful and caring life.

Yoshiko Uchida

October 12, 1987






JL

XS

ypZIC*.
ZSE yé~LAJtd
ycjiny

AN yJaan

/

7 X=J0A-JLst



Pag

“"Dear NboVSt,
'RV T «<jj3d& VXe +toAarX OCu

ofci OojVo Crrouphk g dtcdore~& o (Tb-.
deoord, T matti INKcTo +\\ uoo

ojxiyjr cixpaTon Xhoer i1krifa aro

unl”cxQ). X chose. THe Topic Toos 1m.

intrnment cp Xoporese Ou-mncors io
<hhnb "loojiItH neceseojrc”? m LOG-5

hxrrxleri"C® ifpu uxxjW cmoujer o-

Au AuCsVicma QN\ me..
ih pu ijhnfc vt Qloc neceesoc<;, to

Toponese. 0.cnectoo-07S

corcava . ¢
ck)n” 1jinid lcourir?» ™ ?

T Aot do  fedopere corno of+l
reason's leodana uato tm arsfcun-
Sharvr ita JdoCDaocse.-C\men<€0ns?

~NTAX (Act b (palhA \Thod

cm 1m rdo’\lcmsh Kp oeXoecm tt\d
To. 5. gpuerooomt and ARoporese.

Qrnobeon 0?
d) iAd dopro Ajot, aA |t fta
compcoTT"or”™ proposed tataf Tita-

<Tnc”™b Ws> 10NV~ beip.ro To
cUcpoT)C?



MO pCRBXcm Xojro i Uo,

H coQ5> noV rkorbSojT”~, V\» popar
[0 cHoe on  V~brua** \\ “ond syibr
afnajes O\ds opiop'05 ujoo'd be,
cj>rcD+ oppceooJhaa.
“INapb ~™M00 Gper\d\f\c*\ Vg, Jto
rc_oc\ -\sys, \e"€T.



February 1988

bear 1iSiuroni

I wish this could be a longer letter, but 1 am totally swamped
with deadlines, unanswered business mail, Dr"s appointments

and taxes! So In order to meet your deadline, 1 must make this
very brief. Here are my answers to your 4 questions:

1. Absolutely not necessary as confirmed by Fed®"i Commission
which stated causes as war hysteria, racism and lack of
political leadership.

2. See above for some causes. Also 100 years of political
and economic discrimination against Asians.

3. The Jpnse Ams felt totally betrayed by their government.
4. 1 agree with Justice Goldberg would stated,” In law, ii
you sustain an injury you are entitled to compensation. ' In
this iInstance, we sustained total loss of freedom.

Good luck on your paper and my best to your parents. It was
good to see your latnere

Hastily,






