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s crwffﬂ’fﬂfb-m in & steckade

e FNr. Kuanitani everead Abe and three

5 !

ether leaders managzed te ze inte hiding, After nany attemsts te ecntinue

S b

negetiatiens, the Xkatkx hiding
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twe Lents waich

mer,en Lecember 1, zave themselves

time ef year, were
very celd quarters, Kunitamni was imprisened im the stoeka

menths, that is, until August 194l

the pregnant
In July ef 194k, I heard that/Jeyee Kunitani Hammenpayes , ¥ ey

e
Kemimgmemm had been &ngaging in a »it dewn XEXX. sSbpidee,
BREe,

A

at the Internal

Seeurity Oriiee, i

lusisting that her huabkand be releazsesd frem the steckade,

On July 13, I attended a max small staff sarty eelebrpating Dr. Marvim Opler!'s

pirthday, X messenger

arrived with the mews that Jeyce had been delivered of

girl. Mr. Rebertsen immediately went te the steckade te see

that GER¥x@wx Geerge was teld abeut this., Fwoomm But when ¥r, Rebertsen

xEX¥x returned te the sarty he teld us that the guard at the sxuicxote

steckade had mxksbxkwak refused te tell Gesrge kBeeause "it wasn't imsertant

eneugh',
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# and etiaer stmipicocbimxxix "setainees" were finally

a

released tacught tre efforst ef Frusst Besiz sf the imeriean Civil Liserti
\
b

mid=September of 194N uatil May ef 1945 I had
Mro. Kunituni. He impressed me as being a very serupnleu
intellirert man, I reeall that at eur first wmeeins when we diseussinz the
July muneer stril Ai said: "Our metived WxEXM®X mwever was se mueh eur

release, but rathsr te sreve eur iameecence., .. If aceused, we wanted preef
Il
sur guilt. The infermatien and documents we zave we eentributed, in large

part, te the extensive and detailsd acesunt xm of the peliciteal eveats of
the peried, Ceteber 1943 te Jawuary 194L, (- usv

:{_U?i: t».za:ﬂi

In 1946, Mr. ¥Xxxaewx KXEXXKXE, acee..

University ef Chicags. i intredu Rim

iffident and szid very littls.
watizeut empleoymeut, After he mad ais

snail tewa in Peunusylvania, we exchaabed Chrisimas cards and
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eceaienal aetes. /whemn ux "Deing Fieldwerk! was pusiishes, 1L sent
cepy and he respended with the reiiewiug ietuven:

xReamminhis n
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Dear Felks:

1
]

I acknewledge ‘recept'ef yeur beek "Deing ‘Pieldwerk®™ with great

A
A

appreciatien, I came te ' readlize hew little we came te really kuew each
ether, Oh, hew I wish yeu had been at Tule Lake froem the time the
very first train lead ef segregants arrived at that miserabley
administered cempeund,

Whetner Rebertsen realized er net, ae was the enly adpinistratien

persennel I had any faith. At least ke had deeceney. Shame that Jee

t

S 3 . ' oy
Kurihars and I never met, We were beth te blame fer that.

My yeumgest sen and I went te Japan in April with Skxdwxkx
Joyce's [ father, It will be interesting 'te wateh IaxxxkIJaean's course
in the werld trade, She has te buy raw materials frem fereign ceuntries,

Ras te sell finished preducts all ever the werld, Therein

lies her sreblem,

Thanks again fer tihe boeok., I am enjeying reading it,

Merry Christmas,
Geerge
After T meved te St, Leuis in 1573, Iwete Geerge, giving him my new address,
His daughter ressended, telling me that he was dying ef cancer,

At Tule Lake I did net ceme te knew Tak Jeyee well, in nart heczuse se vwan
waet of cur eenversatien dealt with cemslex nmelitical matters er events abeut
whieh enly Geerge was infermed. But I de recall that she was the emly Jasames

o Av-OA -
American whe 0xmrcss§a regret ever the death of President Reesevelt,
ST eSS

Talk with Jeyce Kuwnitaniy 082
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JOYCE KUNITANI

NL

Jeyee Kunitanl was in I C
) i was Bermn in Plaecer Ceunty, Califernia, em April 17, ;022

irunle nswers ne one . ! ca e aV1ing b tl S Ite 0411- wax
anNsSw - ’ 1 an callsS 1 I‘, o o) \’ .)
AN .vl,l,d lLs (;ll i ( oodanees,

Wax: Helle?

Yes?

Helle, here I am, and I weuld be se happy if yeu wculd talkt/¥/ Xocmxw
te me absut yeur life in the camp., Zfizysuzxxminzereiaznzz

This will ke anenymeus, if yeu erefer, And, if you you like, I'll send

 ve oo By £ : 3
ysu a cepy of MikxX the transcristien and yeou can cerreet it.

SK BE sioockgmkk (gently) OK

A
W, Towant toxﬁxx%%&e&_free@aaﬂmbe;er&uv%hat—there's ne questiomns that yeu
you tell me any questiens

have to SHSEEX anSWers. Alse I'd be very happy s

T should have asked yeu . And perhaps I sheuld be mere pelite and say

ber eur talks in the camp with pleasure. Geerge was a very

Yi
& e helped me a great deal, aus Hc was an henerable

that I remem

fxxmxxx fine man,
mane

SE: It this thé actual repert?

Wile We BN 2 < a3 . " B
RW: Well, T was given a‘gﬂlleShlt )y the Reskefeller Feundatiew
3 £ - sl B e

ooxky g ¢

see,

deuld yeu like te tell ms awytuimg aseut yeur life
went inte the Rekaxakimnx@xnEarz®xx releecatiea

Jo K, Oh, my geedness., I Wes just a xwuwsw seheel zirl,




RW: You were really carefrea?
JK: Right!

fW: And was teere any . ,
JK: (interrupts) And I xmxk didn't really get cares until the Ne-Ne ( ilitary
Registratien) came up, and yeu had te make a deecisien.
that happened
Was there anything/in the Assembly Centers that makes yeu feel peod teday

when you think abeut it?
o

Unmmme o (pause) I eally like te ferget the past, eoyByzeone
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Jeyes Kunitani whs perwin lerwis, Califeryhy, in 1922, Weesmlwasked
/ p A - "

wér VP sheMould cans te tedd e symebhingman aavihing abeut-ner life

“sof oro the-eyaenation; she -rapliety*Oh.my Forewess, 1 was just a scherl

7

7

it <

R.Wax: What grade were veu in?
72 Kesitswi: TergEltuabee —sereoh—atwiy Oh, T was eut, I had

Sagramente Jumier Cellege, but I had dresssd eut,
ihat were yeur hepes fer tre future?

Kuaitawt: What T did was xmmx apely fer a mursisg jeb., A Navy nurse, .
But they weuldn', let me in,

Wax: They weuldu't let veu in?

Kunitani: ‘/mvﬂ,“_.ni',):v‘n1']'v and with -,Nf\“:;q'?ﬂ\ Net iw 10,!1‘

RV e v S M

" " w

Wax: Can veu tell me how veu felt when yeu heard the coverment

anaoupcement that the Jaranese peepd were wrdered te leave their

=Y

aemas and resert te Assembly Centers?
Kuhitani: (ondex laurks seftly) T was a Ehinese for a while, (laushs)

ted thea I figured I was breaking the law, se I theught as well
e « o (laughs)

Wax: ¥eu figured yeu mignht a= wakl...?

Kunitani: Yeal. o« oo

Wax: Arxamimmmm: Te which Assemely Center were yeu seant?
Kunitani: Santa Anita/,

Wax: Are there any exseriences im Santa Anita that yeu reeall
very streagly? .

. ' . ) s ’ ; 2 a‘;#

Kunitani: (leng pause) Nepe, . . I was really carefreds,

1.

Bil: Yeou8uid yeu were carefree?

JKs — Ummm (pause) T-really likecte ,
s ) o) 2l ef‘r:ﬂt the 2 . Py 2ene is byg‘?nﬁ.




5e
T tried te intreduce the subjedt ef EhamRmkmambiom life in the
Relecation Center, butx¥mxx Mxxkx Mrs. Kumnitani began te talk aabeut
Rypexk "The Redress", asyxwx saying that some seeple were "r ally streng
when they re“ert.u/K£V\Whew!”,)Eut that she would "like te fergive the
severnment and forget abeut it."

~

Jhe then teld me that she had met Geerge in the Assembly Center
- ® b

"T had 2 erugh en hAim," and that they had beth keen sent te the Jereme

Relecatien Center., I then said:

AW, It must have been in Jereme that they had this Ne-Ne business., . the
Military Quéstiennaire,

JK; oo Un-hum. . (leng sause) Well, I certainly didn't want te amswer it.
I wanted te irmnere it. I figured that I was safe necause I was a eitizenf
(laughs) .

R.W.: Your fedlinz was that you didn't want te answer it?
JK: That it éidn't esertain te me at all, .. But it did... Se I didan't knew

what te de, o I left it ®lank, I refused te answer,

BW: Fer ycours=1f, hew did yeu manage te cepe with this experience?
JK: I eame eut en the geed end,

RW: Geed fer yeu.
JK: And my ehildren, . :>

fThey've all gene tareugh cellege,{ and they're all making a nice
living. I get nething te crmvlaiﬂé, yeu knew, nething te ax
complain akeut it. o o Feur grandchildren! My daughter was
in New Yerk fer twe years

RW: That's weunderful. , ..
M Hew let me see, o can yiu rememserf hew yeu felt when yeu Kuew that ysu
I

were geing te Tute lake?
3K That's the ene. .. my family was
'W: Then yru were really haspy abeut it?
SK: Yes. ..I was leeking ferward te it.
And after yeu g ther re there any incidents that eeme te yeur mina

that yeu'd like te tell me areut?

N o i N % el .
SK: I think kx "The Speilage"(The




ba.

@ Geed fer yeu fer readine it., Of em you alse have the beek I

wrete,
m-hum/ Yes. the "ﬁ%eldwerk". T enjeyed reading it My erildren

=NE enjeyed that,




6,
Sinece Mrs. Kumitani did net seem te wano kmkxaxx tr talk akeut ingcidents
Lake T xxak asked ner:
Was there xk any sersen at ™ile Take whem veu vervi mieh ressscted?
Admired,,.., admired..., X¥ Mrs, Abe,
What was it that veu admired akent her?
Ok-h-h, She was a minister's wife ., . She was a Visei, se we zet
alens bBetter, yeu knew ., ., there's ne gam,

And did yeu see a gred deal ef her?
Yes/

Yeu eeuld eall mer veur friend?
Um=faum,

That must have been a biz help in eams te have a friend/
A very clese friend, . we mere or less stiek tegether because they
were both in the steeckade - they were beth hidiang, and get their plans,

_Llatia-Resarendoiisvens-tirHarrror-Here_lsstepe-rinihe-Deiais” Sxx

-

R. Wax: As you lesk en yeur life at Tule Lake, whieh experiences have affeeted you

J. Kunitani: Ak = yeu have the fighting

mest deeply?

spirit - XX that's what the Americans have -

the fighting spirit inside of them - like yeu're net deeile like the

Japanese : } S s i i
apanese wemen suppesed te he, oemething special, yeu're xmwwxx

geing te stamnd up fer it,

R. Wax: Are yeu talking abeut yeurself?

J: Kunitani: (decisively) Yes! Yeou 200 the spirit wow, If I nzd wot been at

. o : s . :
Tule Lake, I'd EXIXNXYX probably e like % any Japanese

woman oo mew, Hai hai (Yes, Yes), to the master, and you knew how,

R. Wax: Yeu fe®l that Tule Lake helped yeu got this fighting spirit?
J. Kunitani: Yes. If my bess dcesn't treat me like he sheuld. Then I stand up
fer it. . Let him knew!




RW: Geed feor yeu, Me tee,
JK: Let nim knew!

RwExmws
RW : One must take care eof eneself, I zlways say.
JK: (ehuckles asereciativaly)

MW: New let me see , ., . having been at Tule Lake

I knew yeu muat have has a numeer ef painful exseriences, Leeking

sack at what naseenead at Tule Lake, whieh was Xkxx the mest ainful?

the mest xxiotxix painful ewe, The say eof discharge (frem

S. Kanitani: On. &

) )

the Mmmmkik heseital) whew Yuri was bern, we went te the, fenee, and my husaand
came te the fenee, and we were visiting,omeeek, . o And - I guess it was

an MP BXEXNX - came and dragred me and an MP came and dragzced him away.

e ¢ it was msaindul.,

R \ . .
RWE Yeu mean the melice eame and dragged veu awav. Oh dear,

JK: Tt's mething, It really isun't. But it was eainful at the tiem, But uger
new I leek at it, T cawn laugh.

T think T knew what yeu mean - but at the time,
It was eainful,

Are there any ether exverienees veu'd like te tell me abeut?

I wersued seme geurses that T never wenld ef if I weremn't in came
w e
Flewsr arrangement, ,. and there were se many xxx erafts, Janausee

eradts in America, , there wera these thiat wenld earfe weed and
make tirzers just eur ef a bleck ef weed,

Ra a1t f = - . . :

sautiful, I knew sewme secesle vave me these ¥wxwkidik beauti P shell

-+

flewers, I still have ‘thew,

~
Oh yes! Shell flowers,




3 .

: Was therd aaytaimg that napsened te yeu at Tule Lake tmat nebped
you te ®seceme a MAX wiser er & better sersen’?

J. Kunitani: (leng sause) Th e experide definitely made yru wiser,
Mest ef them.

R. Wax: In what way@
S. Kunitani¥ (avaerti"uly) That - they wen't be put in a eamp the next

. / .
time., (Very assertively ) That there will net se a secend

time, . Definitely!

A O
o

R.=Wgmes I had te leave Tule Lake on May 1945 and I knew very little
what happened te the peeple frem that time until tahey left
Tule Lake, and leeking baek....

Jo Kunitani: (Interrusts)

My husband didn't get involved, once he was neleased.

1 see.
No.. . They wanted him to be a chainman again, he said No. Md we just Led a nomal
Life aften that. . .after he was heleased.

Md this was. . .
Oh, it was in August.

Vos. 1 was thinking of the next yeaxr, just before you Eeﬁt Tule Lake, if there was
anything that happened then. . .(long pause, no response) He visited me <in Chicago,

1 know.
Uh-huh. (no response)

»
\ X

e oxamhia kit deeifatmat, Lais-peint that Mrs. Kunitani did wet
of camp life. !
wish te talk abeut this peried/

4
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

tethy chey.perigy

Thinging back today, on what happened in the camps and on what you
did when you were in the camps, how do you feel about gmmxz the
way you acted -- are you pleased with yourself or are you critical

of yourself?

In what way would you change the way you behaved when you were in the

campps?

Effe€ét of the camps

For some people, the camp experience helped to strengthen their

families; for other people, the camp experience helped to brdak

up their families.. What happened in your case?

quernmeqf

Most of the people I have talked with have swung back and forth
very—fgr in their attitudes toward the U,S. GOvernment. How was your
faith in the US Government affected by your internment experience ?
R fasper

As you think back over what you jachieved in your life time, has

tReXeAMPZRXEPXiENEeXhEIgeRzyenz in what way did the camp experience

help you and in what way did the camp experience hurt you?

Some people think of the gampz years they spent in camp as "lost years"
Do you feel that way about those years?
Do you feel that you have #had to work especially hard in your

life in order to make up for the years spent in the camps?

As you think about yourself and your sense of stability and security,

do you feel that the camp experience left you with a sense of insecurity

Fd 8 9 p

and even damage? O e Kam




IDEAS FOR FINALpREPORT -

Singer Kuratomi-
P. 1 - Husband was a fighter and would fight for redress
I'm just the opposite - let- bygones be bygones.

p. 2 - applied fer muxsixg Navy nurse but rejected - inl9Ll -
Ps 4 - when heardsm about proposed evaguaticn posed as ¢ Chinese for a while,
was really csrefree at Sahta Anita
Didn't get cares until NO-co came up and you had tc make
a decision..

Mom and Bad lest quite a bitgk but I didn't lese anything
I like to gorgive the government and foerget about it.

5 - Complex intrigue of how she stayed with George =-
Military questicnnaire - wintedf t o ignore it - figured I
was safe because I was a mxx citizen.
ampivalent - and se I left it blank,

I came cut on the geod end - children - nice living etec.
Tule lagke - My family was at Tule Lake, Really happy about it
Locking ferward teo it - (This is common in iwkx other int.
see if Themas and Nish. and Opler emphasize it sufficiently.

T. supported by Mrs. Kai
when men hidign - was the toughest peried.

8. Indicates did net hate = Co-ep :leaders - had been raised with them
in Sacramento,
pities the peor fellow (Hitemi)
9. Most painful - with Baby and soldier.
le - Joy in classes - flcwer arrangement - Japanese crafts -
very enthusiastic,

Nice answer to wise -- that they mmmk won't be put in a camp the
nest time - There will net be a second time!
11, Philadelphia - and job,
Significant - she den't have any highpoints - her husband did -
describes house -
12. But you have a recurrance in ycur sleep. .. a nightmare - like
my husband being dragged asbout,

m

lells abeut children ete. eon p, 12,

Goed question, - 11







Ridkiiomenkixne
zzHames - Try it - before end -

nemes and addresses eof ether pee le at Tule
Lake =

Put a netice in any papers read by Japanese Americans?

Nikkig mentien dxmrbrether, Yuzuru at Michingan - telephene -

RC_R|Q ¢
<) ' = oy ¢ / :\




QUESTICNS FOR SINGER

Little mcerder fell eff phene did net get very énd of interview

Likexkmxionmw
S st v ik X W T T RO e i o e v pym e i b b mm i m
XXRHXEXIX
¥oxmgavammenhhatnnfimbhhngmn
Yeu teld me number ef things Geerge had Em been er had dene in the
cemmunity eof Cewderspert ? - Membership accemplishemtns =
Cruld yeu tell me again -

Yeu yeurself were werking =- ceuld yeu tell me what yeu de?
Had meant te ask yeu if yeu ceuld xxzxmmmmém tell me names and addresses

ef any cther pweple whe were at Tule Lake whe might net mind talking
te me? Especially wemen?

If net - keep in mind and write me -- ask arenng fer me?

Woul you mind if send yeu a list ef peeple I knew at Tule Lake? =
Wrtie me if you have any ideas hew I might be able te get in
teuch with them? <y -




ek Ixmexax
scme people xftxEfwmkx I've talked to find that after the talk they

think of kiikx thimpmxhreynkh=yxwxuldnlikzmbamhabinme

kkixgs that thaynwizhknhb
experiencestthey would like to tell me., Some even calledxxxsx me and

teld me -
Did you thiuk of anytingf@d you'd like to tell me - ?

Tell me again about honers - George received -- things he had done for
community ==

Like again to hear what your childrem are geind--
o
o\ A [ bpsvto &i//Yéiﬂ» eenamrla s
) One thing I've always weudered =
Rerrible time when George and ether mem were hiding -
Geoge told me he wasn't caught because he knew they soldiers

repected women --
Ceuld you tell me tkwxfax what really happened?
Ask if tired-

1

sw other wguesticmns ==




June 16, 1981

Singer Kuratomi
609 So. Main
Coudersport, PA - 16916

Dear Singer:

I have been trying to reach some other of my old friends who helped
me while I was at Tule Lake but I have had no success. I felt sad
about this, but then I thought, "I'll write to Singer and that will
make me feel better."

First of all, I'd like to ask you if you could give me the names
and location of any people you know who were at Tule Lake and who
might be willing to talk to me about how they feel about their
experiences today.

I would especially like to talk to women, because I did not talk to
enough wotien while I was in camp. (As you know, the ladies usually
let the men do all the talking.) All I would need to know is their
name and the city or town where they now live. But if you know their
télephone numbers, great|

I would like to talk to May Iwohara again. She was Mr. Akitsuki's
secretary and was married at Tule Lake, but I don't know her husband's
name, I%'d also like to-talk to Mitzi Nakano, who had been a council-
woman at Topaz. She tried veyy hard to start a group for the young
women in camp, and I felt she really had courage. Have you any idea
where they might be?

I suspect that it may not be possible to find May or Mitzi, but I would
also be happy to get the views of women I did not know(@at Tule) because
they could probably tell ‘me much taht I do not know.

I'm enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope for your use. Hope
they don't raise the postage rate tomorrow. Anyway, it was lovely
talking to you and I'll keep in touch.

Your Admirimg friend,

Rosalie H. Wax

I do feel better




: Jume 6, 1981

EEER Recerded by teleshene

Wife of Geerge Kuratemi (deceased)

609 Se. Main

Ceuderspert, PA 16915

Telephene - Sen, Ernie 814-274-9827
Sen, Wesley 814-27L4- 9715

Bern, Placer Ceunty, Calif. April 17, 1922

Sen Ernie calls her{ to phene.

Ernie: Resalie Wax.
SK; Oh! My Geedness!

RW. Helle?
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27 us if yeu prefer, talk te me abeou

o me - and this will be anenym

2 transfer ef what I've written and yxkx

the camp, or, I'll send yeu a

you can cerrect it.




JOYCE KUNITANI
June 6, 1981
Joyce Kunitani is the wife of one of the most important leaders of the October-
November uprising at Tule Lake. George Kunitani served as chairman of the Negotiating

Committee of the Daihyo Sha Kai (People's Representative Bod )i
b y

On November 13, the Army declared martial law and began to arrest the Negotiating

Committee and other leaders of the Daihyo Sha Kai, confining them in a stockade. Mr.

Kunitani, Reverend Abe, and three other leaders managed to go into hiding. After many
attempts to continue negotiations, the hiding men, on December 1, gave themselves up
to FBI. They were confined in a separate stockade in two tents which, at this time

of year were very cold quarters. Kunitani was imprisoned in the stockade from eight

m%nths, that is, until August 1944.

In July of 1944, I heard that the pregnant Joyce Kunitani had been engaging in
a sit down strike at the Internal Security Office, insisting that her husband be released
from the stockade. On July 13, I attended a small staff party celebrating Dr. Marvin
Opler's birthday. A messenger arrived with the news that Joyce had been delivered of a
six pound girl. Mr. Robertson immediately went to the stockade to see that George was
told about this. But when Mr. Robertson returned to the party he told us that the
guard at the stockade had refused to tell George because "it wasn't important enough."

Mr. Kunitani and other "detainees" were finally released through the efforts of
Ernest Bosig of the American Civil Liberties Union.

From mid-September of 1944 until May of 1945 I had many talks with Mr. Kunitani.
He impressed me as being a very scrupulous, sensitive, and intelligent man. I recall
that at our first meeting when we were discussing the July hunger strike, he said,
"Our motive never was so much our release, but rather to prove our innocence. . .If
accused, we wanted proof of our guilt." The infomation and documents he gave me con-
tributed, in large part, to the extensive and detailed account of the political events

of the period, October 1943 to January 1944, presented in "The Spoilage."
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In 1946, Mr. Kunitani, accompanied by his wife and child, visited me at the
University of Chicago. I introduced him to several of my professors. He was shy
and diffident and said very little. I did not know that he had left Tule Lake without
employment. After he and his wife had settled in a small town in Pennsylvania, we
exchanged Christmas cards and occasional notes. In 1971, when my "Doing Fieldwork"
was published, I sent him a copy and he responded with the following letter:

Dear Folks:

I acknowledge receipt of your book '"Doing Fieldwork'" with great
appreciation. I came to realize how little we came to really know each
other. Oh, how I wish you had been at Tule Lake from the time the very
first train load of segregants arrived at that miserably administered
compound.

Whether Robertson realized or not, he was the only administration
personnel I had any faith. At least he had decency. Shame that Joe
Kurihara and I never met. We were both to blame for that.

My youngest son and I went to Japan in April with Joyce's father.

It will be interesting to watch Japan's course in the world trade. She

has to buy raw materials from foreign countries, and she has to sell

finished products all over the world. Therein lies her problem.

Thanks again for the book. I am enjoying reading it.

Merry Christmas,
George

After T moved to St. Louis in 1973, I wrote George, giving him my new address.

His daughter responded, telling me that he was dying of cancer.

At Tule Lake I did not come to know Joyce well, in part because so many of our

conversations dealt with complex political matters or events about which only George

was informed. But I do recall that she was the only Japanese American who I heard

express regret over the death of President Roosevelt.
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Joyce Kunitani was born in Plaser County, California, on April 17, 1922.
INTERVIEW
(Her son, Ernie, answers the phone and calls her, saying, it's Rosalie Wax.)
JK: Oh! My Goodness!
RW: Hello?
JK: Yes?
RW: Hello, here I am, and I would be so happy if you would talk to me about your
life in the camp. This will be anonymous, if you prefer. And, if you like, I'll
send you a copy of the transcription and you can correct it.
(gently) OK.
There's no questions that you have to answer. Also I'd be very happy if you tell
me any questions I should have asked you. And perhaps I should be more polite
and say that I remember our talks in the camp with pleasure. George was a very fine
man. He helped me a great deal. He was an honorable man.
Is this the actual report?
Well, I was given a fellowship by the Rockefeller Foundation.
I see.
Would you like to tell me anything about your life before you went into the re-
location centers?
Oh, my goodness. I was just a school girl.
What grade were you in?
Oh, I was out. I had just gone to Sacramento Junior College, but I had dropped
out.

What were your hopes for the future?

What I did was apply for a nursing job. A Navy nurse. . .But they wouldn't let

me in.
They wouldn't let your in?

(meaningfully and with emphasis) Not in 1941.
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RW: Can you tell me how you felt when you heard the government announcement that the
Japanese peaple were ordered to leave their homes and report to Assembly Centers?
(laughs softly) I was a Chinese for a while. (laughs) And then I figured I
was breaking the law, so I thought as well. . .(laughs)

You figured you might as well.

Yeah.

To which Assembly Center were you sent?

Santa Anita.

Are there any experiences in Santa Anita that you recall very strongly?

(long pause) Nope. . .I was really carefree.

You were really carefree?

Right!

And was there any.

(interrupts) And I didn't really get cares until the No-No (Military Registra-
tion) came up, and you had to make a decision.

Was there anything that happened in the Assembly Centers that makes you feel good
today when you think about it?

Ummmm. . .(pause) I really like to forget the past. . .bygone is bygone.

I tried to introduce the subject of life in the Relocation Center, but Mrs.

Kunitani began to talk about "The Redress,'" saying that some people were 'really

strong when they report." "Whew!" But that she would "like to forgive the government

and forget about it."

She then told me that she had met George in the Assembly Center, "I had a crush
on him," and that they had both been sent to the Jerome Relocation Center. I then
said:

RW: It must have been in Jerome that they had this No-No business. . .the Military

Questionaire.

JK: Um-hum. . .(long pause) Well, I certainly didn't want to answer it. I wanted




Joyce Kunitani - June 6, 1981 =

JK:

RW:

JK:

to ignore it. I figured that I was safe because I was a citizen (laughs).

Your feeling was that you didn't want to answer it?

That it didn't pertain to me at all. . .But it did. . .So I didn't know what

to do. . .I left it blank. I refused to answer.

For yourself, how did you manage to cope with this experience?

I came out on the good end.

Good for you.

And my children. . .They've all gone through college, and they're all making a
nice living. I got nothing to complain about it. . .Four grandchildren!.

My daughter was in New York for two years.

That's wonderful. . .Now let me see. . . can you remember how you felt when you
knew that you were going to Tule Lake?

That's the one. . .my family was in Tule Lake.

Then you were really happy about it?

Yes. . .I was looking forward to it.

And after you got there - are there any incidents that come to your mind that
you'd like to tell me about?

I think "The Spoilage'" (The book by Thomas and Nishimoto) covered it pretty good.
Good for you for reading it. Of course, you also have the book I wrote.

Umn-hum. Yes. The "Fieldwork." I enjoyed reading it. My children enjoyed that.

Since Mrs. Kunitani did not seem to want to talk about incidents at Tule Lake I asked

her:

RW:

g

RW:

JK2

Was there any person at Tule Lake whom you very much respected?

Admired, .5 admired. . . Mrs. Abe.

What was it that you admired about her?

Oh-h-h. She was a minister's wife. . .She was a Nisei, so we got along better,
you know . . .there's no gap.

And did you see a great deal of her?
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Yes.

You could call her your friend?

Um—-hum.

That must have been a big help in camp to have a friend.

A very close friend. . .we more or less stick together because they were both
in the stockade - they were both hiding, and got their plans.

As you look on you life at Tule Lake, which experiences have affected you most
deeply?

Ah - you have the fighting spirit - that's what the Americans have - the fight-
ing spirit inside of them - like you're not docile like the Japanese women are
supposed to be. Something special, you're going to stand up for it.

Are you talking about yourself?

(decisively) Yes! You got the spirit now. If I had not been at Tule Lake, I'd

probably be like any Japanese woman now, Hai hai (Yes, Yes), to the master, and
you know how.

You feel that Tule Lake helped you get this fighting spirit?

Yes. If my boss doesn't treat me like he should. Then I stand up for it.

Let him know!

Good for you. Me too.

Let him know!

One must take care of oneself, I always say.

(Chuckles appreciatively).

Now let me see . . .having been at Tule Lake I know you must have had a number
of painful experiences. Looking back at what happened at Tule Lake, which was
the most painful?

Oh. . .the most painful one. The day of discharge from the hospital when Yuri
was born, we went to the fence, and my husband came to the fence, and we were

visiting, . . .and - I guess it was an MP - came and dragged me and an MP came
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and dragged him away. . .It was painful.

You mean the police came and dragged you away. Oh dear.

It's nothing. It really isn't. But it was painful at the time. But now I look
atiit, I ‘canilaughs

I think I know what you mean - but at the time.

It was painful.

Are there any other experiences you'd like to tell me about?

I pursued some courses that I never would of if T weren't in camp. Flower ar-
rangement. . .and there were so many crafts, Japanese crafts in America. . .There
were those that would carve wood and make tigers just out of a block of wood.
Beautiful. I know some people gave me these beautiful shell flowers. I still
have them.
Oh yes! Shell flowers.
Was there anything that happened to you at Tule Lake that helped you to become

a wiser or a better person?

(long pause) The experience definitely made you wiser. Most of them.

In what way?

(assertively) That - they won't be put in a camp the next time. (Very assertively)

That there will not be a second time. . . Definitely!

I'm glad to hear you say that. . .You know, I had to leave Tule Lake in May 1945,

and I know little about what happened to the people form that time until they left
Tule Lake, and looking back.

(Interrupts) My husband didn't get involved, once he was released.

I see.

No. . .They wanted him to be a chairman agian, he said No. And we just led a
normal life after that. . .after he was released.

And this was.

Oh, it was in August.
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RW: Yes. I was thinking of the next year, just before you left Tule Lake, if

there was anything that happened then. . .(long pause, no response) He visited
me in Chicago, I know.
Uh-huh. (no response)

was clear that Mrs. Kunitani did not wish to talk about this period of camp life.
Now let me see — This is - uh - could you tell me what you did right after
you left Tule Lake?
We stayed at Philadelphia hostel. It's not there anymore, but we stayed there
six months.
Six months?
Uh-huh. We'd visit employment offices every day, and finally this job came
up, farm manager in a farm.
And, since then, would you care to tell me about any of the high points in
your life?
Since then?. . . I don't have any high points. . .My husband did. He got a
citation for this and a citation for that.
For what, particularly?
He was very community minded. . .that would be George.
I'm so happy to hear that, because you must have had a happy life there.
The house is full of plaques (giggles) and trophies (laughs).
I'm going to ask you, do you often think of Tule Lake, do your children think
of Tule Lake, or do you try not to think of it, and I'll bet your answer is
that you just don't think about it?
No.tveti T don¥ £ "thinkfabout it
It's not something that you look back on.
(interrupts) But you do have re-occurance in your sleep.
You do have in your sleep. Could you tell me about that?

Well, it's usually a nightmare. . .(laughs nervously) like my husband being
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dragged away. u-h-h-h-h (groan) but that's cowardly.
RW: But it's human.
(At this point the recording plug fell off the earphone and I, being inexperienced,
did not notice it. But Mrs. Kunitani told me with pride about how well her children

were doing. One lives in New York and two in California. She particularly empha-

sized the honors that her husband had received during his life in for

his apparently ceaseless community activities. ''The house is filled with plaques."
He had served on many committees for improvement in the community and he had played

an important role in obtaining a park for the children.)




