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Jfyee: XufiiMnl is the wife *p>£~ »we the westinafrt^nt: leaders,©f
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t h e. N© vemfter - l9lt3 Xi^MJtX ’’revolt” at Tula  La_̂ jNr 5 figeirfs Ku® 11g ® i served 
Negotiating Committee ©f # the, '

as chairman of th e /Daihy© JSha Ka i X | H i p H I  e§g@r E@^@C^WMTOf^W¥¥P'
P5R jf s_

t lMSIMMX K8X (Pe.f^eTs Mlresentalive Body)
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effttan BW ’̂̂BlBwxixBxnfcnmlxlswx»£;\MBx«uhsMxl£nnm anVilhhnh«h«utc*fe«natii «a
"'■  " the ,,..J

M^x^^a]qiv9iH4Mi«ftAc«jr«lriif«««t̂ -' -tt» N e v @ » b e £ N i 8 / d m a r t i a l  law/ 

w h »- mh * ftf nri)rt^l„4 j TiiT trir. J m ^ h r g£*_A +~arrest

XffiKMXIipC the Negotiating Committee and ¡rther le aders ©f the Baihy© Sha/ Kai 

-S^ @®nf in*j/fhew in a stockade. Mr. Kunitani, Rev ere ail ibe ana three 

ether leasers managed t© ga intc hiding. After many  attempts t© cl  ntinue 

negetiatieas, the jsxikxx hiding mea,®n December 1,  gave themselves us t© FBI *

yfy-*A  , ,.v, . ,, . . .
aMpp^wer© eeafinei in a soot separate stadkade in t w© tents w«ich , at this 

time ©f year, were

very celd quarters* Kunitani was iraprissued it the  stockade ftr eight

m©nths,that is, until August 19 Uh

the pregnant
I* July ©f 19UU, I heard th a t/j* yce Kunitani XBBBBB§BjBd ,^»xjEhnK*x

� . , .
KBBBiBgmfcBm had been engaging in a oit d®wn xfcfcx ~ss&ajte*Kat the Internal 

Security Oiiice, insisting that her husband he rele ased fr©m the stockade*

On July 13, I attended a marc small staff party cel ebrating Dr. Marvin Opler's 

birthday. 1 messenger arrived with the news that J© yee had been delivered ©f

a six p©und girl. Mr. Huberts©® immediately went t®  the st©ekad© t© see 

that M M ® g  George was t©ld abeut this. *axxxkm But w hen Ijr. Rpbertstn 

xxfctix returned tr the ®arty he told us that the g uard at the ssadooix 

stockade had Mrabckkacfc refused t© tell Gearge bec ause ”it wasn’t important



add ether 3tK±±xxĵ ®±sxx ^detainees” were finally 

released tfc-u„ht t a eff©rŝ t ©f driest 3@sig v£ t he ^mericaa Civil Liberties 

Uni®n.

Fr®ti mi ¿-September tf 19iUt until May af 19U> I k ad many talks with

Hr* Kuaitiai* He impressed me as feel sag a very se rupuleus, sensitive, and

intelligent man* I re©all tkat at ®ur first «teeing  when we dissussing the

July hunger strike, m  said: MOur motives vnuaaosx  never was s© muek ©ur

release, but rather to ©r©ve ©ur ian©@eaee. . • If aeeused, we watted ©r©©f ©f

©ur guilt*̂  The information and dttuments *« ga V £  tee © attributed, in lar^e

part, t© tke extensive and detailed account tm.  ©f tke p©li©it©al events ©f

the ©eri©d, October 19U3 t© January 1 •
Kunitani

In 1 9k6,  Mr. imonct KiSMKIIS, acet«tanied toy his wife and ©hild, visits 

ma at tke University ©f Ckiea*©* I introduced kirn te several ©f my 

professors* He was sky and diffident and said very littla* I did a©t knew 

htat ke had laft Tule Lake without e»©l©yasnt* Afte r ke and ¿is wife had

settled in a snail tewa in Pennsylvania, we exehawbed Christmas cards and



ans  p uoiistee«, l  seat kim a
la 1971,

oceai«aal «©tea* /wkes ny ’Qoias Fieldwork11 

e®py and tee responded witk tke r®ll©wiag .Letter: 

x&SLMmAftliasi 

xiXJffikxaKaiKM îaXBKBKX 

Dear Falks:

I acknowledge reeept' ®f your kook in Doing‘Fieldwork^ witk great 
A -.: | | tj rni?

appreciation. I eame to realize teow little we ©ame  t© really know each 

©ther. Ok, teow I wisk y®u. had teeea at Tule Lake frtra tke time tke 

very first train load ©f segreg-ists arrives at tka t miserateley !i 

administered ctmtsouad.

Whether Robertson realized ®r sot, ke was tke ©sly administration 

personnel I had any faith. At least ke kaá decency.  Skame tkat Joe 

Kunkara and I sever met* We were both t© blame far tkat.

My youngest set and I west t® Japan is April witk S xxdbgdtx 

Joyce’s / fatker* It will ke interesting tt watch á boocklJapan’s crurse 

in the wrrld trade. She has tt buy raw materials fr tm ftreign countries, 

and she has t© sell fisisked products all ever tke wtrld. Therein 

lies her problem.

Thanks again for the kttk. I am enjoying reading it .

Merry Christmas,

George

After I moved t® St. Louis in 19*53, I wr<rte Georg e, giving him my new address.

His daughter rescinded, telling me that tee was dyi ng of cancer.

At Tule Lake I did net come to knew M b  Joyce well, in part because so ,

of @ur eonversaties dealt witte comolex political m atters or events akout 

which ®sly George was informed. But I de recall tka t she was tke only Japanese
4  A*-

Americas wkoAexpress^ regret over the death rf Pres ident Roosevelt.
?

Jimlk w jiS Jvyc a-musita



3 * . .
JOTCI TONI? ANI

Jeyee Kunitani was born ii Plater County, Californi a, on K\»rii 17, $022 

INTERVIEW

(Her sen Ernie answers the phone and calls her, say ing, it’s Rosalie Wax*)

Joyce Kunitani: Ohi My Goodnees.’

Regalie Wax: Hello?

SK* Yes?

RW. Hello, here I am, and I would be s© happy if y© u would talk fc/i/  ± xxxme  

to me about your life in the camp* itzyi«zwHdfc*zpr »£i*izz 

This will he anonymous, if you »refer* Aid, if y©u yxx like, I ’ll send 

���������y»u �� copy of Kkadcxi the transeri otion ���� you ���� eorreet it*

SK fiK fifccxxiiipEtefci (gently) OK.

W . *  want, t ^ ^ ^ e e ^ b ^ ^ ^ Ì h e r e  's n0 qUeSU0BS that yeU

have to « «  answer. Als. I'd be very happy if yen te ll me any questions 

I should have ashed yen . And perhaps I should be «.r e p.lite and say 

, that I remember cur talk. in the camp with pleasu re. Se.rge was a ver* 

a- --- -  fine man. k &  &  helped me a great deal, a*  «  honora

man*

SK: It this thè actual report?

RW: Well, I was given a fellowship by the Ruokefoiler Joundatioo.

±cdtf T
JK: I see*

R. W: Would y»u like tt tell mo anything about y®ur  life before you 
went into the Rml*xafc**aAixnfcax*5boc reloeati#* © eaters?

J. K* Oh, my goodness. I w«» just a xxkxwm seheel girl.



KW: Xau were really carefree?
JK: Jtighti

HW: And was there any . #

JK: (interrupts) And I m i l  didn't really get cares until ttee Na-Na (Military ,/
Registration) came up, ana y@u had t® make a deeisi an. 

that happened
BW: Was there anything/in the Assembly Centers that  makes y@u feel gaad teday 

when y©u think abaut it?

JK: IJmmmm. . (pause) I really like te ferget the p ast. bygene is bygene. .



c: 1
-k

J° *•! sAwt? Oh, I was tut. I hai just gtwe tt
Saarameata Juiitr Callage, but I teai ¿ratpeb tut.

ft. ¥©x: t̂eat were ytur bates far the future?

J. Kiwwtoiti What I bib was xppy aptly fer * aursia g jtb. A Nary aurse. • 
But they weulbi’f let me it*

ft. Wax: They wtulba’t let ymi it?
J. Yuaitati: (me a a i & g fully aab with emphasis)  Net it 19hl.

-a- *  -if # * * ■ «■

ft. Wax: Cat y#u tell me h w ytu felt whet yau bear s tbe ¡»averment

anatuteement that tbe Ja^aaese settle were trbereb tt leave tbeir 
banes aab rettrt tt Assembly Ceaters?

J. F”h H  * (ixMxbx laughs seftly) I was a 8biaese fa r a while, (laughs)

Atil tbet I figureb I was breaking tbe l̂ w, st I th ought as well 
. . . (laughs)

ft. Wax: J«u figure« y®u m if "fob" as well.««?
J. iCuiitati: Yeab. « . •

ft. Wax: Aramtesmim-” Tt which Assembly Cetter were  ytu sett?
J. Kuaitani: Santa Anita/«.

ft. Wax: Are there any experiences it Saata Aaita t hat ytu recall 
very strtagly? ^

J. Kunitaai: (}.«ng pause) Nape. . . I was really c arefreljr,
( 1: }

M
-tu-̂fcaib yru-w r̂rê cajrefree9
m m m s e ^  l. really li kê-tx. -fer̂ et-t̂ e; — at Jiy$#ire is iygbrie.



I tried to intr®du®e the subjedt ©f life in the

Rel®eati@n Center, butxStax Mxx5bc Mrs. Kunitaai be gan t© talk aabeut 

SJocdt "The Redress”, axyixi saying that some ®e®pl e were "really string 

when they rep®rt. Whew!", Jut that she weuld "like t© fergive the

government and f©rget about it."

She then told me that she had met Geerge in the Ass embly Center,

"I had a crueh on him," and that they had bath been  sent t® the Jerome 

Rel©@ati©n Center* I then said:

RW. It must have been in Jereme that they had this N®-M© business. . the 

Military Questionnaire*

JK; Mjcxksdi Um-hum. . (l«ag ®ause) Well, I certain ly didn't want t® answer it.

I wanted t® ignere it. I figured that I was safe be cause I was a citizen/ 

(laughs)*

R.W*: Your foiling was that yeu didn't want t® answ er it?
JK: That it didn't aertain t® me at all. • . But it  did... S# I didn't kntw

what t© d®. . I left it blank. I refused t® answer.

RW: F®r yourself, h©w did you manage t© c®*e with t his experience?
JK: I same rut ©a the gted end.

RW: G®ed far you.

AThey'v@ all g»ae through cellege,/ and they're all  making a nice 

living. I get nothing t© @®mplaia/, y®u kn®w, n®thi ng t® ax 

complain abeut it. . . F©ur grandchildren! .. My da ughter was 

in New Y®rk fer tw® years

let me see. • can you remember/ how y©u felt when y ou knew that y

^  n
were gei ng t® Tuie Lakei

3k : That's the ®Re. • . my family was in Tule lake.

RW: Then you were really happy about it?

SK: Yes. ..I was looking forward t® it.

Bi, A»i after y.u get there - are there a ay iaei.e at* that a .me te y.ur *i*«i 

that you'd like t© tell me ae®ut?

SK: I think ix "The S,.ilaie»(The he.k hy Thenas a i  Niahia.ta) cavereh it

JK: And my children

pxxkk pretty g®»d
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6

Since Mrs. Kuaitaai die met seem t© want imtaocbc t o talk a lieu t iacibents 

at Tule Lake I atxsck askeb her:

RW: Was there xfc any terse« at Tule Lake whom you ver y$  much resoeeteb? 

JK: Abmireb,... abmireb... KK Mrs. Abe.

RW: What was it that you abmireb about her?

JK: Oh-h-h. She was a minister’s wife . . She was a  Nisei, so we ŝet

aleag better, you knew , . there’s ao »a».

RW: Asti bill yau see a goob beal of her?
JK: Yes/

RW: You aoulb call her your frieab?
JK: Urn-hum.

RW: That must have been a big help in came to have a frieab/
JK: A very close frieab. . we mere or less stick to gether because they

were both it the steekabe - they were both hiking, aab got their plats.

womaa joocm  aew, Hai hai (Yaa, Yea), to the maater, aab you ka ew how.

R. Wax: You fe l̂ that Tule Lake helpeb you get thia  fightiag apirit.
J. Kuaitaai: Yea. If my boaa bceaa’t treat me like he ahoulb. Then I staab up

mtat beeply? 

J. Kuaitaai: Ah - you h.

R. Wax: Aa you look oa your life at Tule Lake,
which experieaaea have affeeteb you

- y.u hare tke fiektias a.irit - II tkat'a wkat tke  A.eri.aaa kave -

the fightia“ — ■ *—*A -* - • - - ••

going to staab up for it.

xea. i*u got the apirit aow. If I h*b aot beea at

Tul. Lake, V i  amkijtx .r.kakly ke like tkm  aay Ja.aaeae

for it. • Let him kaowi



RW: Gaad far yau. Me tea.
JK: Let him knaw]

&XKXJOCS
RW s Oh« must take care @f oneself, I always say. 
JK: (ehuckles aaareeiatively)

RW: Naw let me see . . .  having keen at Tule Lake

1 knaw yeu mu at have ha* a number af aaiiful sxaerienses  ̂ Laaking 

Sack at what haaaeted at Tule Lake, which was tkxx the mast aataful?

same ta the fense, and we were visiting,ac|ipinck. . * And - I guess it was 

an MP W,8EH& - came a ad dragged me and an MP came and drag ged him away.

• • it was aainlul.

RWL Ysu mean the aalice same and dragged you away. Oh dear.

JK: It’s nothing. It really isn’t. But it was aainful at the tiem. But \$m'  
saw I laak at it, I cat laugh.

RW: 7 think I knew what yau mean - but at the time . • .
JK: It was aainful.

RW: Are there any ether experiences yau’d like ta t ell me abaut̂

JK: I aersued srme saurse* that I never would af if  I weren’t in cam».
Flawer arrangement. • • and there were sa many s izk  «rafts, Jaaaneee

eraits in America. . there were these that wauld ca rte wead and

make tigers just aur af a bleck af wend.

RW: Beautiful. I knew same neeale gave me these kKx xkxflkk beautiful shell

flawers. I still have them.
JK: Oh yesj Shell flawers.

S. Kmnitani: Oh. • the mast *xxs±x±± fsalaful ate. The aay af iiseharg e(fram



I

■ 3 ,

A.Wax: Was theri a ayt bias that happeaeb t* ytu at Tule Lake tiat beeped

y@u tt bee©me a ///�wiser tr a better persaa?

+�� 0�������#� (l©ag ����	1� Tb e 	/2	����3�befiaitely %�4	� j<- ��� ��	���
-	��� �5� ��	%�

r J M

R. Wax: la wbat way@
S. Kuaitaai* (assertively) That - they waa’t be put  ia a eamp tbe aext

time. (Very assertively ) That there will aat be a sccaab

time. • Defiaitelyi
““ ^  . -££_  . « / îtrw- ;c?vv^t -*0

« a , ,. ^  ^  ~  —  - ^ g ;

I M  t. 1.«»« Tule Lake .a Mey 19U5 *»< I k « «  Tel7 H -ttle «e.ut 

wk*t iuj»ye»ei t* tie jee,le fre* tint tUe  ultll tk ey left

Tule Lake, aab leakiag baek....

J. Kuaitaai: (Iaterruats)

JK: My husband d idn 't get Involved, once he released.

EW:
JK: Nol^'. They wanted turn to be a chairman again, he said Mo. 

ll'i'e a-iten that. . .a lien he was neleased.

Aid we ju s t ted a nomal

RW:
JK:

RW:

JK:

Aid th is m s, . .
Oh, t t  was tei August,

es, X u>o s thinking o& the. next yean, ju s t s ^ H e ^ u te te ^ m z te i  Chleago,
nuthteig tha t happened then, , .(long pause, no response) tie WMX&a me..

X know,
Uh-huh, (no  response)

\&T JLeA*~
j » ,„ . tb- ia^a,,that Mrs.

•f earn# life.

wish t* talk abeut this periai/^

Kuaitaai bib sat



JOYCE KIJNITANI6, 1931 
'jíf fi  / i

�/  Jayee Kuaitatai is the wife ©f tie af the misst iw eartaat leaders ©f 

the Oetefcer-Neveiiifcer uarisiag at Tul© Lake. Gea rge Kuiitaai serve® as 

ahairma* ef the Negatiatiag Cawmtittee af the Daihy a Sha Kai (Peayle’s 

Rearesestative Bahy).

Ot Navemher 13, the Army leelareil martial law a sì  he.aa t© arrest



ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

In the camp period

Thinking back today, on what happened in the camps and on what you 

did when you were in the camps, how do you feel abo ut yaraLKz the 

way you acted —  are you pleased with yourself or ar e you critical 

of yourself?

In what way would you change the way you behaved wh en you were in the 

campus?

\

K

Effect of the camps 

Family

For some people, the camp experience helped to stre ngthen their 

families; for other people, the camp experience hel ped to bréak 

up their families.♦  What happened in your case?

Government i't  ̂ ■ ? )  -, }~j

Most of the people I have talked with have swung ba ck and forth

ftra? in their attitudes toward the U.S. Government . How was your 

faith in the US Government affected by your internm ent experience ?

-Life & career \  - . ' ; .11 il - .-ii i " ~

As you think back over what you achieved in your li fe timp, has  

th 0XBaraij[ZR 2 [̂ 0X!BfflaB[ 0x 3aKip 0à 253C0MZ in what way did the camp experience 

help you and in what way did the camp experience hu rt you?

Some people think of the eampz years they spent in camp as "lost years” 

Do you feel that way about those years?

Do you feel that you have $had to work especially h ard in your 

life in order to make up for thé years spent in the  camps?

As you think about yourself and your sense of stabi lity and security, 

do you feel that the camp experience left you with a sense of insecurity 

and even damage? *To t



IDEAS FOR FINALpREPORT -

Singer Kuratomi-
p» 1 •“ Husband was a fighter and would fight for r edress 

I'm just the opposite - let- bygones be bygones.

p. 2 - applied for JiHxxxxg Navy nurse but rejected  - inl9hl - 
p, U - when heard^ about proposed evauuation posed as c Chinese for a while 

was really carefree at Sahta Anita
Didn't get cares until NO-c© came up and you had tc  make 

a decision..

Mom and 0ad lost quite a bit̂  but I didn't lose any thing 
I like to gorgive the government and forget about i t.

p. 5 - Complex intrigue of how she stayed with Geor ge -
Military questionnaire - wanted# t o ignore it - fi gured I 
was safe because I was a snrr citizen.

6 ambivalent - and s© I left it blank.

I came cut on then good end - children - nice livin g etc.
Tule Lake - %  family was at Tule Lake. Really happy  about it 

Looking forward to it - (This is common in ixfex ot her int. 
see if Thomas and Nish, and Opler emphasize it suff iciently.

7. supported by Mrs. Kai
when men hidign - was the toughest period.

8. Indicates did not hate - Co-op ¡leaders - had be en raised with them
in Sacramento.

pities the poor fellow (Hitomi)

9.  Most painful - with Baby and soldier.
1© - Joy in classes - flower arrangement - Japanese  crafts - 

very enthusiastic.

Nice answer to wise —  that they mexi won't be put i n a camp the 
nest time - There will not be a second time!

11. Philadelphia - and job.
Significant - she don't have any highpoints - her h usband did - 

describes house -
12. But you have a recurrance in your sleep. .. a n ightmare - like

my husband being dragged «■ fcout.

Tells about children etc. ©n p. 12.

Good question, - 11
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A A*
:t VSend questions firfet - perhaps net -^ee r̂ w *-v ~n  » ,

N±kkXXXKK±±KXK

zzMaaes - Try it - before end - nemes and addresses  ©f ether people at Tule 
Lake -

Put a notice in any papers read by Japanese America ns?

Jfikkî  mention dxjarbrether, Yuzuru at Michingan -  telephone -

- 4 J S  r a S S * - * / *  ^ L -

$  ) % < - * 7  Cl ^

1

) / W \



QUESTIONS FOR SINGER

Littlerecerder fell ®f f phene did net get very ènd  ©f interview

LtkKxtsxkxEw
Ymwmfrm ^ ymwmŷ mttranamwmfttafengmwMmihMtagmfcmmkinm w&mm

XyKCDCKlTjl
XmxmgwwnmmttmMHtammftmtbtaihngmm
Y©u t©ld me number ®f things Geerge had ¿» been er had d©ne in the

Y©u ycurself were werking —  eeuld yeu tell me what you d©?

Had meant t© ask y®u if yeu could x*KKmm»ntem tell me names and addresses 
©f any ether pweple wh© were at Tule Lake whe might  net mind talking 
t© me? Especially women?

If n©t - keep in mind and write me —  ask ar©nng for  me?

W©ul yeu mind if send y©u a list ©f people I knew a t Tule Lake? -
Wrtie me if yeu have any ideas hew I might be able to get in 

touch with them? <yvCoŝv

community ©f C©wdersp@rt ? - Membership accomplishe mtns - 
Could yeu tell me again -



SINGER —

3bd±x**x*g
some people yforiEftretac I ’ve talked to find that after the talk they 

think of -fekfr* tkxngaxfckay ntksyxwKalstniikxmfc* mfenikimm» 
ika%s  that fchnyniiinhRkte

experiencestthey would like to tell we* Some even c alledxxxsbc me and 
told me -

I

Did you think of a«yting �f/)i you’d like to tell me —  ?

Tell me again about honors - George received —  thin gs he had done for
community —

Like again to hear what your children are goind—

Q  One thing I ’ve always wondered -One thing I ’ve always wondered -
Serrible time when George and other men were hiding

Geoge told me he wasn't caught because he knew they  soldiers

Gould you tell me tfesxfnx what really happened?
repected women —

Ask if tired-

& few other wquestims —



June 16 , 1981

Singer Kuratoml ^  t • <* * 4 ?V» "is- '
609 Seri Main
Coudersport, PAjj? 16916 ** - ' ** ^ - |§| v . 1

Dear' _ Singer

I have been trying-to reach.some other of my old fri ends who helped ̂  
me while I was at Tule Lake but I have had no success ., I felt sad  
about this, but then I thought, *1*11 write to Singe r and that will  
make me f eel . hetterl^Ba^^^^S

first of all,; I'd like to ask you if you could give me the names  
and location of any people you know who were at Tul e Lake and who  
might be willing to talk to me about how they feel abo ut their  
experiences today.

I would especially like to talk to women, because X  did not talk to  
enough woflien While X was in camp. (As you know, the  ladies usually  
let the men do all the talking.) All. I would need to know is their  
name anil the city orl.town where they now live. But  if you know their  
telephone numbers* great[ | * , 11 |ti - §j§ *

I would like to talk to May Iwohara again* She was Mr. Akitsuki’s  
secretary and was married at Tule Lake, but I don *  t know her husband’s  
name* I 'd also like to-talk to Mitzi Nakano, who had  been a council-  
woman at Tppaz. She tried veyyhard to start a group f or the young  
women in camp, and I felt she really had courage. Have you any idea  
where;, thay|,nidght-'beT::';:^| | |^^^^^

I suspect that.lt may not be possible to find May o f Mitzi» but I would  
also be happy to get the views of women I did not know «¡at Tule) because  
they,could probably tell me much tabt I do not know.

I/m enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope for your use. Hope  
they don’t raise the postage rate tomorrow. Anyway, it was l ovely  
talking to you and IT11 keep in touch.

Your Admiring friend,

p $ Rosalie. H;rjVax

I do feel betterP.S.



INTERVIEW WITH SINGER KURATOMI Date: Jume 6, 1981

EES! Reeerâed hy teleetoene

Wife ©f George Kuratemi (deceased)
609 S©. Main
Couderspert, PA 16915
Telephone - Sen, Ernie 8llt-27i4--9827

Son, Wesley ��I�.- ��U- 9715

B©rn, Placer County, Calif. April 17, 1922

Sen Ernie calls her/ t© phene.

Ernie: Resalie Wax.

SK; Ohl ify GeednessJ

RW. Helle?
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JOYCE KUNITANI 
June 6, 1981

Joyce Kunitani is the wife of one of the most impor tant leaders of the October- 

November uprising at Tule Lake. George Kunitani ser ved as chairman of the Negotiating 

Committee of the Daihyo Sha Kai (People’s Represent ative Body).

On November 13, the Army declared martial law and b egan to arrest the Negotiating 

Committee and other leaders of the Daihyo Sha Kai, confining them in a stockade. Mr. 

Kunitani, Reverend Abe, and three other leaders man aged to go into hiding. After many 

attempts to continue negotiations, the hiding men, on December 1, gave themselves up 

to FBI.. They were confined in a separate stockade in two tents which, at this time 

of year were very cold quarters. Kunitani was impri soned in the stockade from eight 

months, that is, until August 1944.

In July of 1944, I heard that the pregnant Joyce Ku nitani had been engaging in 

a sit down strike at the Internal Security Office, insisting that her husband be released 

from the stockade. On July 13, I attended a small s taff party celebrating Dr. Marvin 

Opler’s birthday. A messenger arrived with the news  that Joyce had been delivered of a 

six pound girl. Mr. Robertson immediately went to t he stockade to see that George was 

told about this. But when Mr. Robertson returned to  the party he told us that the 

guard at the stockade had refused to tell George be cause "it wasn’t important enough."

Mr. Kunitani and other detainees" were finally rele ased through the efforts of 

Ernest Bosig of the American Civil Liberties Union.

From mid—September of 1944 until May of 1945 I had many talks with Mr. Kunitani.

He impressed me as being a very scrupulous, sensiti ve, and intelligent man. I recall 

that at our first meeting when we were discussing t he July hunger strike, he said,

"Our motive never was so much our release, but rath er to prove our innocence. . .If 

accused, we wanted proof of our guilt." The infomat ion and documents he gave me con�

tributed, in large part, to the extensive and detai led account of the political events 

of the period, October 1943 to January 1944, presen ted in "The Spoilage."
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In 1946, Mr. Kunitani, accompanied by his wife and child, visited me at the 

University of Chicago. I introduced him to several of my professors. He was shy 

and diffident and said very little. I did not know that he had left Tule Lake without 

employment. After he and his wife had settled in a small town in Pennsylvania, we 

exchanged Christmas dards and occasional notes. In 1971, when my "Doing Fieldwork" 

was published, I sent him a copy and he responded w ith the following letter:

Dear Folks:

I acknowledge receipt of your book "Doing Fieldwork " with great 

appreciation. I came to realize how little we came to really know each 

other. Oh, how I wish you had been at Tule Lake fro m the time the very 

first train load of segregants arrived at that mise rably administered 

compound.

Whether Robertson realized or not, he was the only administration 

personnel I had any faith. At least he had decency.  Shame that Joe 

Kurihara and I never met. We were both to blame for  that.

My youngest son and I went to Japan in April with J oyce's father.

It will be interesting to watch Japan's course in t he world trade. She 

has to buy raw materials from foreign countries, an d she has to sell 

finished products all over the world. Therein lies her problem.

Thanks again for the book. I am enjoying reading it .

Merry Christmas,

George

After I moved to St. Louis in 19?3, I wrote George,  giving him my new address.

His daughter responded, telling me that he was dyin g of cancer.

At Tule Lake I did not come to know Joyce well, in part because so many of our 

conversations dealt with complex political matters or events about which only George 

was informed. But I do recall that she was the only  Japanese American who I heard 

express regret over the death of President Roosevel t.
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Joyce Kunitani was born in Plaser County, Californi a, on April 17, 1922.

INTERVIEW

(Her son, Ernie, answers the phone and calls her, s aying, i t ’s Rosalie Wax.)

JK: Oh! My Goodness!

RW: Hello?

JK: Yes?

RW: Hello, here I am, and I would be so happy if yo u would talk to me about your

life in the camp. This will be anonymous, if you pr efer. And, if you like, I'll 

send you a copy of the transcription and you can co rrect it.

JK: (gently) OK.

RW: There's no questions that you have to answer. A lso I'd be very happy if you tell

me any questions I should have asked you. And perha ps I should be more polite 

and say that I remember our talks in the camp with pleasure. George was a very fine 

man. He helped me a great deal. He was an honorable  man.

JK: Is this the actual report?

RW: Well, I was given a fellowship by the Rockefell er Foundation.

JK: I see.
Vo

RW: Would you like to tell me anything about your l ife before you went into the re- e '***'  

location centers?

JK: Oh, my goodness. I was just a school girl.

RW: What grade were you in?

JK: Oh, I was out. I had just gone to Sacramento Ju nior College, but I had dropped 

out.

RW: What were your hopes for the future?

JK: What I did was apply for a nursing job. A Navy nurse. . .But they wouldn't let 

me in.

RW: They wouldn't let your in?

JK: (meaningfully and with emphasis) Not in 1941.
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RW: Can you tell me how you felt when you heard the  government announcement that the

Japanese peaple were ordered to leave their homes a nd report to Assembly Centers?

JK: (laughs softly) I was a Chinese for a while. (l aughs) And then I figured I

was breaking the law, so I thought as well. . .(lau ghs)

RW: You figured you might as well. . .

JK: Yeah. . .

RW: To which Assembly Center were you sent?

JK: Santa Anita.

RW: Are there any experiences in Santa Anita that y ou recall very strongly?

JK: (long pause) Nope. . .1 was really carefree.

RW: You were really carefree?

JK: Right!

RW: And was there any. . .

JK: (interrupts) And I didn’t really get cares unti l the No-No (Military Registra�

tion) came up, and you had to make a decision.

RW: Was there anything that happened in the Assembl y Centers that makes you feel good 

today when you think about it?

JK: Ummmm. . .(pause) I really like to forget the p ast. . .bygone is bygone. . .

I tried to introduce the subject of life in the Rel ocation Center, but Mrs. 

Kunitani began to talk about "The Redress," saying that some people were "really 

strong when they report." "Whew!" But that she woul d "like to forgive the government 

and forget about it."

She then told me that she had met George in the Ass embly Center, "I had a crush 

on him," and that they had both been sent to the Je rome Relocation Center. I then 

said:

RW: It must have been in Jerome that they had this No—No business. . .the Military

Questionaire.

JK: Um-hum. . .(long pause) Well, I certainly didn' t want to answer it. I wanted



Joyce Kunitani - June 6, 1981 -5

to ignore it. I figured that I was safe because I w as a citizen (laughs).

RW: Your feeling was that you didn’t want to answer  it?

JK: That it didn’t pertain to me at all. . .But it did. . .So I didn’t know what 

to do. . .1 left it blank. I refused to answer.

RW: For yourself, how did you manage to cope with t his experience?

JK: I came out on the good end.

RW: Good for you.

JK: And my children. . .They’ve all gone through co llege, and they’re all making a 

nice living. I got nothing to complain about it. . .Four grandchildren!. . .

My daughter was in New York for two years.

RW: That’s wonderful. . .Now let me see. . . can yo u remember how you felt when you

knew that you were going to Tule Lake?

JK: That's the one. . .my family was in Tule Lake.

RW: Then you were really happy about it?

JK: Yes. . .1 was looking forward to it.

RW: And after you got there - are there any inciden ts that come to your mind that

you’d like to tell me about?

JK: I think "The Spoilage" (The book by Thomas and Nishimoto) covered it pretty good.

RW: Good for you for reading it. Of course, you als o have the book I wrote.

JK: Um-hum. Yes. The "Fieldwork." I enjoyed reading  it. My children enjoyed that.

Since Mrs. Kunitani did not seem to want to talk ab out incidents at Tule Lake I asked

her:

RW: Was there any person at Tule Lake whom you very  much respected?

JK: Admired, . . . admired. . . Mrs. Abe.

RW: What was it that you admired about her?

JK: Oh-h-h. She was a minister’s wife. . .She was a  Nisei, so we got along better, 

you know . . .there's no gap.

RW: And did you see a great deal of her?
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JK: Yes.

RW: You could call her your friend?

JK: Um-hum.

RW: That must have been a big help in camp to have a friend.

JK: A very close friend. . .we more or less stick t ogether because they were both 

in the stockade - they were both hiding, and got th eir plans.

RW: As you look on you life at Tule Lake, which exp eriences have affected you most 

deeply?

JK: Ah - you have the fighting spirit - that's what  the Americans have - the fight�

ing spirit inside of them - like you're not docile like the Japanese women are 

supposed to be. Something special, you're going to stand up for it.

RW: Are you talking about yourself?

JK: (decisively) Yes! You got the spirit now. If I had not been at Tule Lake, I'd

probably be like any Japanese woman now, Hai hai (Y es, Yes), to the master, and 

you know how.

RW: You feel that Tule Lake helped you get this fig hting spirit?

JK: Yes. If my boss doesn't treat me like he should . Then I stand up for it. . .

Let him know!

RW: Good for you. Me too.

JK: Let him know!

RW: One must take care of oneself, I always say.

JK: (Chuckles appreciatively).

RW: Now let me see . . .having been at Tule Lake I know you must have had a number 

of painful experiences. Looking back at what happen ed at Tule Lake, which was 

the most painful?

JK: Oh. . .the most painful one. The day of dischar ge from the hospital when Yuri

was born, we went to the fence, and my husband came  to the fence, and we were

visiting, . . .and - I guess it was an MP - came an d dragged me and an MP came



Joyce Kunitani - June 6, 1981 -7-

and dragged him away. . .It was painful.

RW: You mean the police came and dragged you away. Oh dear.

JK: It ’s nothing. It really isn't. But it was painf ul at the time. But now I look 

at it, I can laugh.

RW: I think I know what you mean - but at the time.  . .

JK: It was painful.

RW: Are there any other experiences you'd like to t ell me about?

JK: I pursued some courses that I never would of if  I weren't in camp. Flower ar�

rangement. . .and there were so many crafts, Japane se crafts in America. . .There 

were those that would carve wood and make tigers ju st out of a block of wood.

RW: Beautiful. I know some people gave me these bea utiful shell flowers. I still 

have them.

JK: Oh yes! Shell flowers.

RW: Was there anything that happened to you at Tule  Lake that helped you to become 

a wiser or a better person?

JK: (long pause) The experience definitely made you  wiser. Most of them.

RW: In what way?

JK: (assertively) That — they won't be put in a cam p the next time. (Very assertively)

That there will not be a second time. . . Definitel y!

RW: I'm glad to hear you say that. . .You know, I h ad to leave Tule Lake in May 1945,

and I know little about what happened to the people  form that time until they left 

Tule Lake, and looking back. . .

JK: (Interrupts) My husband didn't get involved, on ce he was released.

RW: I see.

JK: No. . .They wanted him to be a chairman agian, he said No. And we just led a 

normal life after that. . .after he was released.

RW: And this was. . .

JK: Oh, it was in August.
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RW: Yes. I was thinking of the next year, just befo re you left Tule Lake, if

there was anything that happened then. . .(long pau se, no response) He visited 

me in Chicago, I know.

JK: Uh-huh. (no response)

It was clear that Mrs. Kunitani did not wish to tal k about this period of camp life.

RW: Now let me see — This is — uh — could you tell me what you did right after 

you left Tule Lake?

JK: We stayed at Philadelphia hostel. It ’s not ther e anymore, but we stayed there 

six months.

RW: Six months?

JK: Uh-huh. We ’d visit employment offices every day , and finally this job came 

up, farm manager in a farm.

RW. And, since then, would you care to tell me abou t any of the high points in 

your life?

JK: Since then?. . . I don’t have any high points. . .My husband did. He got a 

citation for this and a citation for that.

.iRW: For what, particularly?

JK: He was very community minded. . .that would be George.

RW: I'm so happy to hear that, because you must hav e had a happy life there.

JK: The house is full of plaques (giggles) and trop hies (laughs).

RW. I m going to ask you, do you often think of Tul e Lake, do your children think 

Tule Lake, or do you try not to think of it, and I' ll bet your answer is 

that you just don’t think about it?

JK: No. . .1 don’t think about it.

RW: It ’s not something that you look back on. . .

JK: (interrupts) But you do have re-occurance in yo ur sleep.

RW: You do have in your sleep. Could you tell me ab out that?

JK: Well, it's usually a nightmare. . .(laughs nerv ously) like my husband being
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dragged away, u-h-h-h-h (groan) but that's cowardly .

RW: But it's human. . .

(At this point the recording plug fell off the earp hone and I, being inexperienced, 

did not notice it. But Mrs. Kunitani told me with p ride about how well her children 

were doing. One lives in New York and two in Califo rnia. She particularly empha�

sized the honors that her husband had received duri ng his life in ___________  for

his apparently ceaseless community activities. "The  house is filled with plaques." 

He had served on many committees for improvement in  the community and he had played 

an important role in obtaining a park for the child ren.)


