


'NABESHIMA, IRENE

Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D, C,

August 23, 1945
Attention My, Wexler:

Referring to the telegram and letter 1 sent to
you on 1llth and 17th of August, I wish to add the follow-
ing:

4 have heard from the past few days, that to us
the renuancee, our request for regaining our citizenshlp
is not possible at wesent, I1f this is the case, my
garnest wish is to be releassed aes a parolee in orxder that
i may relocate a8 soon a8 possible and start my life anew
once again,

iy sister, her husband and baby daughter as well as
my parents alldesire to rele ate together and hope to
continue ofir business where we left off when war broke out.
My gister, parents and 1 are all State licensed Hairdressers
&« Cosmeticians and hope to open a salon of our own again in
the near future,

Vur decision a# to where we willigo has not yet been
decided but as for myself, I would like to go out where my
young brother, Albert is. ke is now in Lvanston, Illinois,
attending & private school,

He is every ounce an American, and looked upon as
that by many of his newly acquired friends, who are all
Caucasians, To think that going by the ® lor of the & in
and the slant of the eyes, brought on by their creeds is
overlooked, makes & person feel so happy. He is getting
along splendidly, and the more 1 hear of it, the more I
want to be with him, and share the happiness,

Aealizing the mistake, 1've made I sincerely wish
to correet it., ~Flease give your special attention to my
plea of parolee. Thanking you in advance, I remain

Sincerely yours,

. A %

Az s
Léos54
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Attorney General
Department of Justice
washington, D, C,

August M4, 1945

Attention ilr Nexler:

i1t was in the Tanforan Assembly center that my
parents decided to repatriate, A4As I was taught to obey
my parents from childhood I also decided to expatriate
a8 1t was inevitable for me not too since I did not have
means of supporting myself. I could not help gazing out
of the window after s igning and looking at the skies,
hills and far beyond, without the tears streaming out of
my eyes. The Caucasian in charge had my sister and parents
taken out of the room, but kept me behind because I believed
he knew how I felt, as he kindly expressed that I still coull
retgin citizenship despite the fact that the paper statement
did say I would 1088 it if I were to sign. In Topaz, I was
asked again to sign my second expatriation papers.

_ Un Sept. of 1943, my family and I were segregated to
the Tule Lake Center. It was here, that I had heard rumors
¢ifeulating around that Japan would ndt accept any american
Citizen of Japanese descent unless they've renounced their
citizenship. That is the reason why I had applied for re-
nouneciation. laking the mistake of renouncing has made ms
feel very remorseful and knowing that really inside of me,

I had cherished everything that America ways of livig
stands for, Lid ng in a center for three years subject to
internal group pressure, one is surrounded by misinformation
and distorted information and I have been no exception. In
corresp onding with my young brother on the outside, he has
taught me a lot about Americanism, It was then that I saw
the clear light dawning on me., I would like to stay here in
America not for a while but t111 I die.

¥lease accept my sincere wish, I would like to restoe
my citizenship as a loyal Ame riecan citizen., If it is not too
late and since I have not yet been informed that my applica-
tion for renounciation has been accepted by the United States
government, I same stly desire ® have that ®plication cancel-
led.

i would like to relocate in the near future with my
parents, sister, and brother-in-law, I intermd to remain a
loyal American citizen,

i i have written to the Swiss Lmbassy and the State
YJepartment to cancel my expatriation request,
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that I have sent a telegram to your

This is to note
11, 1945, Saturday wishing to cancal ny

départment on August

apprlication for renounciating of citizenship

Very truly yours,

lrene ﬁabusaima
Family #2029

4605=4

Tule Lake Centery
Newell, California




NAKAMURA, MR & MRS KEGRARO ans by form'bter, 9-11-45

4311-B
Tule Lake Center
Newell, Californis

ept. 2, 1945 | o
ek

Mr. Ernest Besig

American Civil Liberties Union
216 Pine Street

San Franeisco, California

We are appealing to you for your aid in helping
us so that we may resettle in normal communities outside.

During the renuncietion hearings held in this

ceut I we applied for renhn01ctﬂnn of citizenship.

We de eplm regret that we had taken such an action.
We would like to regain our citizenship in some weay.

We had en intention of visiting parents who were
residing in Hiroshima City, Jepan but having learned
of the complete destruction thet desire of visgiti ng
them is all gone., We had been led to take such an
action of renouncing citizenship due to the strong
camp pressure and mislezding informetion., Due to
newspeaper articles oertaiﬂing to persons of Japanese
ancestry and discriminsting incidents outside, many
confusing rumors had been spread in the cemp.

We are depending upon your kind advice as our only
desire 1s to relocate and live a happy normel life
which we had led before we had been evacuzted to the
camp.

Any of your suggeotion“ or aid will be deeply
appreciazted and shall be very grateful.

Yours very truly

T ¥ %m%@ /(W s

Mr. and Mrs. Kent(ro Nekemurs




ans by form letter, 9-4-45

NAKAMURA, KAZUTO

SEP *

5907-C
Newell, Calif.
August 30/45

Mr, Ernest Besig

American Civil Libert.es Union
216 Pine Street

San Francisco, California

Dear lir, Besig:

I hope I won't take too much of your time, but I am
asking for your help if possible. As you know by name I
am a person of Japsnese Ancestry, and at the present time
residing at the Tule Lake Segregation Center, My family
number is 404589, My problem is relocation, and I am in
great need of your help., I've heard you have done so much
for the Japanese people I decided to ask you.

My place of birth is Cloviés, California and should
have my American Citizenship, but I have renouncedit, I
have not received any papers stating my renounciation has
been approvedas yet, and I would like to cancel it., Can it be
done? Months ago I decided to relocate so I dashed out to
the relocation office to find out if I can go out, but to
my dissapointment I found out I was offi the Army and also
the Justice Pepartment stop list. Can you tell me’' the best
way for me to get my citizenship back and also the fastest
way to get cleared both by the Army and the Justice Dept.?

I know I .ay be relying on you too much, but I believe
in you and I hope you will do everything possible ta help
me out.

Most sincerely,

,@w ko isina
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NAKAMUI i, oHlGROARU

4514-C

Tule Lake
Mr, Barnest besing : Newell,California
American Civil Liverties Union Septem§er 15,1945

21€ Pine St

San Francisco,California SEP 20 148

Dear: kir, E, Besing:
Sometime during the early part of 1945,after I sent my application

for renunciation,l was called for a hearing by a representative of
the Department of Justice to decide upon the most important ques-
tion of whether to rencunce my citizenship of the United States of
America, At the time I requested to have my citizenship renounced
which was a grave mistake that I made so ﬁolishly without ample
reason for doing so.
When I was thrown into an evacuation center and put bahind barbed
wires,l felt my citizenship was taken away. At that time I was only
17 years of age ,Although I was developing physically,and mentally
my mind became narrow with years that passed,due to the most abnor-
mal condition of living;and therefore,when,at young age of 19,1 was
called to face such a grave problem,I did not have the clear under-
standing or the capability to cope with such a snbus problem, The
natural tendency for listen to rumors,with which\the center was
flooded ,and to letting them inflence me was so acute that it became
Bhe cheif factor for my foolish act, In fact the pressure of rumors
forced me to fill in form (401) (1) of the Nationality Act of 1940,
sign it,and send it to you, I am now y TU after much thought and

reconBideration,fully aware of the important error which I commi tted,




and I am deep}v ashamed of my stibpidity and ignorance,l repudiate
my signature as it was under pressure and request your help in

securing a restoration of my citizenship,

1 was vorn on April 15,1926,in Qakland, K California,and 1 am not a

I i g = 0

é%EEEJ¥f§f%n~° I lived in Newark,California, till 1933; 1 went to

’HJapan with my mother,and I came back to the United States on June,
1940 to Newark Califonia, I lived in Newark till the evacuation, I
finished my elementary education at the Newark Elementary Schwol,
and leompleted my secoudary education of the Tfi-State High School
of this center., During my years in Newark ,I never knew that I would
nave to question the statiss of my nationality., I believed that 1 was
an American and would be treated as such, and would strive for the
betterment of America,

I am appealing for your favorable cosideration to cancel my renun-

ciation papers :nd reopen the matter and grant me a hearing,

At present my family want to go outside, and I would like to help

them resettle and establish a new home,

Your very truly,

I have sent these copies to fOlluwing persons:

Mr, Bdward J, Znnis,Director Mr_ Harola L, Ickes
Enemy Alien Control Unit P :
Department of Justice Dept, ol the Interior
Washington,25,D,C, Wasiinugton,®,C,

r, Tom Clark
Attorney General
Washington,D, C,




PeBs Since the fore.né lotter was formilated, the ‘-{;ice depte hag indicated

that it will remove remuncients to intermment camps and thereafter ship them
- p
o Japane

The latter action will be teken in a rather summary fashione 7You say
you are not a dual eitizens How are you going to prove thet question? Are your
parents prepared to testify that they did not re:ister your birth with the Jopanese
Congulate? In filling out forms for the WRA, did you ever olaim to be a dusl citigey
and in your hearing before the justice depte on yowr remunciation, did you claim at
that time to be 2 dual citizen? Iy own feeling is thet remmeients ought to take
logal action to defend their rights end that if they are not in a finanecial position
as individuals Yo do so, they ought to pool their resources.

EB




NAKANO, MINORU
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. /’\/ A KB () , SATOYO .
1K/ , MASARU (WIFE) . )
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1019“:j, '2‘-'10 I‘- ;3-.0
Newell, California
Auge. 20th, 1945

Hon. U. S. ATTORNEY GENERAL
Dep artment of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Your Honors

My wife, Satoyo, and I, Masaru Nakao, had hear-
ings on renounciastion of our birth rights on Jan. 12
of this year, 8Since then, for the last seven months,
I haven't heard from the Department of Justice as to
the out-come of the decisions reached on our cases.
I am and will be very glad if our applications would
not bve approved by your office.

My motive of writing to your office 1s caused
by the faect that I was told I should write to the
dep artment if I wanted to cancel my application for
the renounciation of my American citizenship.

After I had my hearing on the case, I Lad been
thinking how foollsh I was to do away with my precious
rights especially when there is nothing promis-
ng that I would be sent to Japan. Of course, I am
convinced that my regret renounciation, which 1is
deepened at the time of the Japanese surrender as an
eminent fact.

My true reason of renounciation is that the eva-
cuation of the Japanese extracts from the Paciflic
coast without due regard for the citigenship rights.
Though I have a contempt for the pro-Japan organiza-
tion, Hoshl Dan, nor I am a member of it, I was in-
fluenced by the rumour by the Hoshi Dan that unless
I renounce my U. 8, citigenship I would be forced out
of this center. It prompted me for renounciation.
But, as time goes by I realigzed the significance about
the evacuation, namely it was to protect us from some
unreasonable people and also by the military necessi-
ty.

As the remult of the recent destruction of liiro-
shima by the atomic bomb, I reallze glat there ig




wu{ 8 Yoo

no cause for my returning to Japan for I have been
wanting to see my old Father, who has been expect-
ing me for the last elght years. Undoubtedly my
father's folks there are not there any more.

Change in war situation calls for reconsidera-
tion of my famlly future, I have no desire of any
sort to expatriate to Japan now. In faet that I
would like to beg you to grant me an oppertunity to
remain in this country for the sake of my family., For
once more I wish to prove that I really mea\t uobe a
true American.

In order to glve some reliable character plecturxze

: myself I would mention just few of my friends.

They are the followings;

Mrd. E. W. Stadtmuller
523a Paciflic Ave.
San Pranclsco, California

ilss Grace Miyata
584 W. 112 St., Apt-10-A
N. Y. 25’ Ne Yo

Miss Hatsuye Nakao
School Headquarters
Fort Snelling 11, Minn.

Please find the coples of our camcelling requests
for exyatriations to Japan. OQur requests were sent to
the State Department as dated.

Since my wife and I are requestlnb your office
to disapprove our applications for renounciation, T
asked her to fix her slgnature along with mine in this
letter.

~

I thank you for all the trouble, but may I hear
from you at your earliestconvenience? As I remain,

Yours truly,

lasaru Nakso

Satoyo Nakao




State Dep artment
Washington, D. C.

Attention; Special War Problems Divisiom

I, Masaru Nakao, requested expatriation and exchahgeto
Japan on March 1943 at the Topaz Relocatlion Center. I
now certify that I wish to cancel that application and
to remain in the United States. I request respectfully
that my name be teken off the list of the persons to be
considered for exchange.

Name

1019 - B, W. fho AOJ'NeWell) California
Address

Aug. 20th, 1945
Date

14935
Famlily Number

Jan. 7, 1914 at San Francisco, Callf.
Date and Birth Plave

Lugl
Citizenship

2055 Bush Street, San Francisco, Calif.
Address Defore Evacuation




State Department
Washington, D. C.

Attention; Special War Problems Div,

I, Satoyo Nakano, requested exp atriation and ex-
change to Japan on March 1943 at the Topaz Relocation
center. I now certify that I wish to cancel that appli-
cation and to remain in the United States. I request
resp ectfully that my mame be taken off the list of the person

£*

to be consldered for exchange.

Name

;819 - Be Ws Ko Ae, Newel. ifornia
A

Famlly Number

July 21, 1917 at Oakland, Callf.
Dabve and Birth Plage

Citigzenship

]

Francisco, Callf.




LO19-B, WaRaiA.
Newell, Calfornia
Aug. VOt“, 1945

MR. ERNEST BESIG

American Civil Liberties Union
216 Pine Street

San Francisco, California

Dear Sir:

Please find the copies of the documents w
have sent to the respecive places. I would like
to have you keep them in your file for the future
references.

Samebody told me of your taking interest in
our affairs, and I was urged to senl the same for

the purpose you may find useful.

Thank you for the trouble. As I remain,

Yours' truly,

MWW

Masaru Nakao




August 24, 1945

Mr, Masaru Nekeao
1019-B
Newell, California
Dear lr, Nakaoi
This will acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of Autust 20 enclosing a copy of

your letter to the attorney general and certain

forms which you furnished to the Special Var

Problems Division, We will be glad to place these

doouments in our files end, in fact, turn them

over to one of our attorneys who is preparing a test
eage in relation to renunciation of citizenship by
persons et Tulé Lake.

I am sure the information contained
in your letter will be helpful to us, snd I am
hopeful in the near future the situation of renun-
ciants will be clarified,

o Sincerely yours,

EB3 AR Ernest Besig, Director




NAKATA, MASAO ans by form letter, 9=-3-45
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NISHISAKI JOICH’
. ans by form letter O
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® o1
Tule®lake Center, Newell, Oalif.

Avgust 25, 1948
Attorney CGeneral ﬁﬁ%a&;
Department of Justice g}«
Washington 25, D. C. %‘

Dear Sir:

I wrote to you asking for sancellation of my renunciation of
¢itizenship on June 18, 1945 and I have received your answer on June 27,
1945, Ewer gince then I have been very misersble for the tragic conse-
quences.

I have been put on presgsure by the environment of the peonles!
reactions in this particular section of this center where the pressure
groun had their headguerters. I had no desire to take such step if T was
not influenced by the ismmorant veople or rumors. If T dld not teke this
step I would be consgidered against them and they wonld make thinss quite
miserable for va, I have never attempted to join such organization or
group of any kind, I t%o“"Ht we wonld he nb‘m *u ?P*ﬁiu ﬂur citizenship
when we leave this center, so I just to be considered
human in this nlaces Vhen T wrote you ‘f“{” a cr nm‘,"w."..p. -r,i. m I had definite
plans to leave gsoom but when I saw your letter I was downhearted.

-

1 have never bheen J ané had no intention of going there

VE
before evacuntion. 1l am 2 ‘*oﬂﬂ“f" owner here and had
en

live 28 a zood pltiz
Penrl Tarbor my fam ";,1*,,' and T have =hown loval to this
chasing Yar Bonds which I sti1l11 have in my voss m~1*~‘
drafted 1 g ®willing to gerve in the Armed TForec es of

mb 1
b

"
Before evacuation or even af ter

T

A Ter months aflter we were OV’””?t”C““= the asgse ( Lot o y
eall for volunteesr for farm lobor to harvest the nationts eugar beetoron
in Colorado. The whole family voluntarily responded to :fb. ont in the
shortage of farm labor. After we completed thig we returned to
the reldcation center but soon the registration h;c begun and we were
misled by the radiecal persons who had cooked w unfounded rumors adbout
the registration. Wien Y was sent fﬁ this center hefore the Wearding
Board T mentioned that my parents 3 going 0 Japan and that T wae
going with them. I have never t fight my parents' decisions.

My parentas, since comine to this country from Japan have
never been back there., Ther were trving hard to egt-blish thenselves
here and for us. Since evacuation our heads were in turmoil because
we were suddenly uprooted from our hones and somewhat easily int'luenced
by the extremes and bitterness.

Now that my perents are free to relocate my brother
to go with them and look after our interest. If you cannot can“‘l
renunciation of U.8. eitigenship, can you at least grant me a parole
in order that I may look after my interests,

T ghall be most grateful,

Respec tfully yours,

Joiehi Nishisaki







>

Masaji Ni s@saki
5206-A
wewell, California,
vept. 17, 194

Herbert Wechsler . «gﬁg
Assistant Attorney General QEP ot il
Department Of Justice b
Washington, D.C,

Dear Mr, Herbert Wechsler:

I am an American born citizen who
have unwillingly renounced my citizenship which I am very
regretfull since realizing my consequence,

At the start of war and before evacuation I was fully
loyal to this country. I had my future to live in this country
as a law abiding citizen. I was willing to serve in the armed
forces of the United Statesand also after evacuation I was
loyal in my heart, Few month after I was evacuated to the
center there was a call for volunteer farm labor to harvest
crops in Colorado, I have responded voluntarily to harvest
this vital crop. After completion of this work I have returned
to the center and was planning to relocate but suddenly
registration has come up and was misled by the radical group
and unfound rumors which I was influenced, When the renounciat-
ion came up my head was in turncil and unfound condition in
which I didn,t know what to do, At the bottom of my heart I
was loyal to this country, but to save my face in this radical
surroundings I have unwillingly taken this action,

Before the war I have never been to Japan nor had any
intention of going there., I have been cultured in the American
ways of life, Eversince realization of the misfortune I am
very miserable for the traglc consequence, I greatly wilshed
to have my citizenship regained, Can you please give me a
rehearing for renounciation or a parole, I wished to be freed
to leave this center and live the American way of life, I great-
fully thankyou.

Yours truly,




September 27, 19485.
Mr., Masaji Nishisaki,
5206"‘&,
Tule Lake Center,
Newell, Calif.
Dear Mr. Nishisaki:

This will acknowledge receipt of a copy
of your letter of the 17th to Mr. Wechsler. My own feeling
is that the letter does not go far emough because you fail
to repudiate and to disavow the prenunciation of your citlzen-
ship but content yourself with a request for reconsiderstion

and & rehearing.

I am now informed that the Justice Depart-

ment intendis to remove renunciants to intermment camps and

thereafter to ship them to Japan. Legal action is imperstive
if people want to remain in this country. If they have in-

sufficient financial resources, they should beepooled.
Sincerely yours,

Ernest Besig, Director.




NOMURA, MRS KIMIYE
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