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Hello, this is Rosalie Hankey Wax. ixamzxzx As I wro te you a few

weeks ago, I am telephoning you because you were one of the

persons who was confined fc in the Tule Lake Segrega tion °enter

during World War II. Im am engaged in a study of the people
uKdsrxtsx

who were confined in Tyle Lake )Ln order to learn a bout how  

they were affected by that „experience and to h&w^they

have recovered ffom î/t and what has been the nature of their  

lives tofifce that time.

and I have t^pre major .topics on which I would like t o have

your he\p. First, V  woul^like \to learihaJtKTut your im pressions

today of \he experiences you live^ through\during the Relo cation

and especiall^^hile cdâ fined in Tule Lake. \^ebbnd, N\̂  would

like to itoxnkhave you ihll me about your lifb after you  
■ X ■ .■ ■ ■ ■ ', \  '\ ( ' '

left JSyLle  Lake, tod how you rCcoveredfrom "those experiences.
�  _____  \  m

rd,- -I wouldN

I wish I could be ,there with you to ask those questions in

person, but as you know, travel is expensive, and a I  only have

a limited amount of funds, and so I should like to accomplish

as much as possible by telephone. If you find the conversa tion
M

tiring or inconvenient, j&uTsa should tell me, and may^b e we can

then schedule another tlffib � � �  continue talking, While we talk

today, with your permission, I am going to be recording t he

wardskzxsxz conversation, so that I don*t lo|lse to y of your

words. Later, I will have the* conversation transcr ibed, and I will

send you a copy, �kzaz so that you can go over it, and let m e
II **. i H H h  a /

know if you wish to -haWr^a^ything change#^' ¿t ��� �



Honors - that George received - 

About children what they’re doing —

Care to tèll me more«boutt Tule Lake - ?
���������

When Mexawnxaxhxd&nipc-Gercge and Rev. Kai hiding or t oo painflul 
Did George ever tell yxak» you how they hid? 

üSsdbtexx Knew soldiers respect women -

© few  ether questions -

».



A. first, I should like to know a AM :t about your life be fore  

y©U" BHtsnsKdx - Centera»»..

1» iiksiizwsrexyBraxbHrHz Thinking back to those dayS before  

the war between the U.S. and the Japanese Empire, howwmld  you  

describe your life?

�� �� � 2, Where were you living at that time?
1 ;V � � ���)

' 3. How did you/your parents earn their living?
m |||  | H  ;jg§j | g A ^ | S  _

4. What kind of schooling did you have?

5. If you can think back to that time, would you rembmber what  

were your hopes for the future?” What kind of life d id you hope  

to have?

6. Oh yes, this is as good a time to ask as any, when  were

1

you born and where were you born? •v O
I ̂

Do you kttflfw any other Japanese Americans in;Tule  Lake whj 
would De willing to talk tc me ?

Narces and ■ where they live?

H E ' i l<#•**

i tv ? N

' „ jK



Jf
B. Now I should like to ask a few questions about . the.  

i r i ^^^étages of thè evacuation.

1* Can you tell me how you felt when you »kbkz  heard the government  

announcements that the Japanese American people were f cazfeaxz  

ordered to leave their homes and report to thè' Asse mbly Centers?

2. Are there any incidents that come especially to your mind  

from that time?
rh Mi

3. To which of th^,Assembly Centers were you aa-dê rouar̂ B iffily
■ ■  . ( ( - ,

sent? N
3a. Wh© did y©u livè with in the Assembly Center

Which of your experiences in that. Center do you recall mos t

strongly? ‘ ‘ �
■■ 4 • V CA-X.

5. Was'there anything you did or other people did in t& erf

^ enter that makes you fe^l good today when you think abo ut it?

6. Was there anything that happened in the?Center t hat made

you feél especially sad?. ^

7. And, was there anything that -happened in the Cen ter that made  

you feel especially jAgry?

should think ¿that tfeaxuKÌEBatxBHzanàzx al 1 those e vents  

must have been very difficult for the Japanese i^o^èe'to^l ive  

� � �  with. For yourself, how do you think that you managed t o cope  

���� with those experiences?

ij&rHRb w h i p o n  C e n t e r g * »

V" . . .
Now - from the Assembly Center they sent y©u t© a R elocation Center,

Ip ��� tl /
*

/ ©  cH s(/ C ® j L f ì > p l v  t\
£-'V*vl ||



NovtiĴ -shoald like to ask~_a„̂ ew questions

--- ~ '~~~ ���
SelGKnxfcxnxnSenfcnBneamamjRmtiimaamih 4

¡± about your life' tTi’the 

�����

��� 	��� ���� ��������� �������� ��� �� ����� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ������ ��� ��
�

��������������������� ���������� ����� ����������� ����!.  1
&xxxAxx &t̂ tefen̂ nkaK̂ nanKnthKt«nxny:n±njiiî ntiJSL ahjî %rinQciBfineapeGiial 

������� "���#$��������%����&��'�����$�(���)�� ��������� ���� ����!

C\

3

fjLon1 cama,«tad m ânŷ xlî î re n t3* I - Ifncrvr̂ TilP t̂nyone^hc  ̂

êŷor-Kfe-ne eg .

Which of your experiences in the relocation camp do  you recall most 

stongly? i  /W-c. rywfsiL̂  ̂ _ �  ^fyvo rŷsJL—  1 '•M

. - fV v » -  r —
l Was there anything th^x^^fflXBoimxmytmip̂ ic»toBiB »»OT̂ n1febiiirn?af«pm^^ff,+.

you did or other people did in the relocation camp that makes you feel

K *■ "■ '-■ 't —— -•■  ...» -- \ "i"— ■ — ' '*  > JL-
jood today when you think aboutlt?

~  ~ “~wKRlr,'rmmrf \ .  I

$ &X ’WTs^there anything that itppx happefied in tfc xx camp that made you feel
m

especially augry? jrv' (^Z^K^S l CL 

6. / I know that life in the relocation camps was o ften very difficult for

the Japanese Americans. For^ymyrself, how do you th ink you

managed to cope with those experiences?

�� ����� ��	�� ����� ��� ���� ��������	���� �	�	�����	������ ���������� ���� ���

�	�	����� ������	���� ���� �������� �� �!������������	�������� ������ ����

what happened in ¿he relocation^damp/ where ydu wer e Ksadoteoilt cctif'ined? 
�� ��� �

�



D. Now let*s talk about life in Tule Lake
J m

1/ Can you remember>how you_felt when you knew you were going  

to. Tule Lake?

How did you imagine your new life would be?
. r ' ■ 1 �

kxx Can you remember  ̂how you felt when you arrived ,

2. Thinking back about life in Tule Lake, what incide nts

come especially to your mind?

* Could you tell me about them? ]|iprv

3, Bid you come with your family or did you come al one?

If family: Who were the other members of your famil y at Tule Lake? ^
Was it helpful to have your family with you? ~

*+�� ��,�* 
1 !

£ /

helpful to have your
����	����"

If alone: Do you think coding alone made the experi ence easier or 
b t . h a r d e r  for you? ,

| FCa»yB^tall.,.we .

k*  Did you ¿have any person wkK* or persons with whom  you.were friends?
^ould:”yotr^g-tv^® an example? \ j /^S � � )CL(P^

5« - Was the^re any person at Tule Lake whom you ve ry much Respected?. /
if “yesT-Gbuld yrrc t̂etTISe more about the Relation ship between /bu?»

-� .� � � � � ���� �� /� 01� 0� /� 1� 2

* 6^ Was there any person at Tule Lake whom you^rea lly^tected c  
If Yes: Coulthryeu^Eeli me hew "thTs came^abpjt? '~̂ Z “

6a. Were there any pecble you were
■ H n n i H H i H i l ( t t M l

6b: While I was at Tule Lake I\net<ic&d that there would sometimes be weeks 
or months when almost everybody I talked to was tal king about the inu?

periods when nobody seemed to care about the inu?
Can you think cf any explanation ? Why sometimes so  strong/

jpusn did you leave Tule  ̂Lake wkx what month? yttT''*
D© you remember haw you felt puJbeTl ti?

Did you feel that you had t© go to Japan —  fRxrcyd^ /xxKxaxyxxaqc.

Mas there any way in which y©u felt you were forced to  g® to Japan?
��  ̂ �3� *

Câ i y©u tell me how it was that you decided to ret urn 'to the United States?

- --- 1



NOW I WOULD. LIKE TO ASK YOU SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT H OW YOU FEEL TODAY 
ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCES.

7. As you look back at your life at Tule Lake, which ex perience, would you
ŝ̂ y7"1iras~~a'f f ^ ^ d ^ y o iiTmost "deeplyf ! / fyJJT

iBnbhBnananynBxpBn&onnnnpnnnwtiiMnnattnnnflnngGfcfl nn / V  (j

8. Having been at Tule Lake, I know that you must h ave had a number
��� �	�����"��#�� ��������$�%

|pr *̂*'1 Looking5"BacKTwhlcV^ ot \$hese experiences was the most painful?

SK

Are there any other experiences you would care to tell  me about?

»V Are there any experiences which you still carry wit h you —
{ V  something that you can never forget?

Can you tfell me how this happened?
Can you tell me why you cannot forget it?

9* Could you tell me how you were able to recover fro m this experience (or 
experiences)?

10. Looking back, was there anything that happened to you at Tule Lake 
that helped you tb become a wiser or a better perso n.

^  _  

t hei eaEfifer̂ ence **-■ ■ ■ - "

11. Looking back, what was the most helpful thing y ou learned about your 
f ellow fluman' beings?<T. ~  u



4 4 �3� �����42 5

^ F ^ s f s xfftts as^igxmsf-

�
NOW I'D LIKE TO ASK TOU A FEW QUESTIONS BN ABOUT WHAT TOU D ID AND HOW YOU 

FELT AFTER LEAVING TULE Lake.

you tell me what y ou did right after you left Tule Lake?

How did you feel about this? i 
�� 	--- -- «-- -  .§£; \’V > ��� A?

�**  2# Since then, KhxfcxwRnidxjiiaaxsxy ketsl? what, would you say, have been
 ��� �!����

ythe high poifets in your lifS? Could you tell me about  them?
J  lull Mil I— I m,mU*

3. Do you often think ̂of^Tule^ Lake, do you seldom th ink of Tule Lake or 

do you try noi to think of it?

axKKMxilsk

If yes, k m  would you tell me jQQXQxajsnntniitkSn what events, or  

incidents you think of?

Could you tell me mpr-%, ab^ut hcWyou feel when you ha ve these

thoughts?
\

Looking back today, what part of your experience is  still the hardest to

bear? ’’ ‘ST'- n

5. Looking back fcKi&y, is there anything you did o r oth er people did that 

makes you feel good 'when you think about~ri? '

6. Is there anything else you would like to tell me ?

ÿ2!

For Takeshita

I was thrown out of Tule Lake ©n May 8 of 19^5- don *t knew what happened 
aflter that?

OK if I sent you the two pages Dr* Opler socx wrote -  for your 
commebts and criticisms?

îwî J
T  l

\
« /LrlV

V



internment camp?

2. Do you remember , as a child, * tawqn* hoe you fi rst learned that 
„-«a»» father* and mother had been interne«*

About father and mother -

1. What did your father and mother do after the lef t Tule Lake - 
knew he hoped to go work in Nebraska - 
Did they go -

2. What did they iik tell you?

3* A hard life, a good life, or dagerous?

eU- Did you feet impeession he felt he handled it pret ty well?

S. You know, after he relocated from Tule Lake, ixacxs.  a Japanese 
friend told he that he had been theatened inmmnnf^t

by gnaggsters* That theyhad tcld him that fez if he  didn't 
steal sugar from the messa/i/ and give it to them, they'^ get him.

He neveemMDdaaounbcx ±± told me about this- and I wo ndered if

your father and mother had been 

3. How wld are you?

1*. BA you feel stronelv about this? —

5. B° you feel anything should be done?

* *  * * * * *

What happened then - How did he make his living?
(long story over 1*0 years)

How did it happened that he returned to Calif. i

Fid your father ©r mother ever talk about the camps?

he ever mentioned it to you?

D ̂ Y- 6 S ~ 1



ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

In The Camp Period

Thinking back today, on what happened in the camps an d on what you did when you 
were in the camps, how do you feel about the way you acte d — are you pleased 
with yourself or are you critical of yourself?

In what way would you change the way you behaved when you were in the camps?

Effect Of The Camps 

Family

For some people, the camp experience helped to stre ngthen their families; for 
other people, the camp experience helped to break u p their families; what happened 
in your case?

Government

Most of the people I have talked with have swung ba ck and forth in their attitudes 
toward the U.S. Government. How was your faith in t he U.S. Government affected 
by your internment experience?

Life and Career

As you think back over what you achieved in your li fe time, in what way did the
camp experience help you and in what way did the camp experience hurt you?

„ * X

Some people think of the years they spent in camp a s "lost years".

Do you feel that way about those years?

Do you feel that you have had to work especially hard i n your life in order to
make up for the years spent in the camps?

As you think about yourself and your sense of stabi lity and security, do you feel 
that the camp experience left you with a sense of inse curity and even damage?



What tell child Mat before 5> about*

Looks - I love how you look
Your strog - look how you can run! 

Such clever hands -
—A-  * - -

Girls - I like little girls - j 2*^4 s>
It's good to have a little girl r ^ % t i L  sn»
itidnbHxgix ■

I think little girls are pretty, smart, and strong

Sex - Sex is a wonderful thing,J~but it’s &'(�� gfejsxscx grownups - ®  t  ¿7
^  O  Wait till you grow up to ltarn more about it 2.

< v ^  ( j ^ ^ e  *  l8ll tell you then ��� you waxtxMK ask /

* ~ V  r^Body - How nice that you washed your hands an d face -
0 * My - you’re strong -

' ^ e T

a

A-<L*>

"��

— --- >

My - you’re strong 
If y u  can’t roach it yet, you’ll grow -

Unconditional achievement -

It’s good to tell the truth
It’s good to ask qsk, if you don’t understand -
It’s good to learn - from me - from other people so metimes -

and by yourself - 
I t ’s good to make things -

attributes - 0Unconditional attribute!
You tell

Ithangondtkn/tell the tare truth - 
^You Listen to things that make you happy - 

I like the way you play -

#�—- � / $$���%� &���� t

. ~£JLJL oJ}u^>AAAp

'( «S^D^tLx-^ -- £

IA b^ ou ^ -�6�-� ��7 � � �

) �

c|ck  ̂>̂ -e <A£L
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él ^ ' ^ Y ’Y 3y Uf̂  ̂7
'̂ V'TKV /)-t^ ¿t~y |^A' t - /C
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TAKESHITA -

So happy finally to»r.maMija t© reach you -
•Took time to hifcearn how to use recording maching  on telephone 

Then - haven't found you at ks telephone number Nik ki gave me.

First - tell me if you wish to be anenymcus?

Second - Would like/transcript t© cerret? Or add t© ,
copy ©f, ________ _

7fV ̂



*
�� ).

U C. Lf\ '
$�56 �

J,— _ i

^ 3  ¿5 3  ¿¿. c,-'#" i ̂  ̂p-' i ^ ^ - f

°)00  AV

Ja
p
a
n
e
s e A

m
e
rica

n
s 

Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
S

A
n
yth

in
g
 th

e
/sta

ff could h
a
ve

 dene to m
ake life e

a
s

ie
r

m
o
re

 pies a
n
t -

sam
e - m

ake p
e
o
p
le

 le
ss anxio

u
s/




