


Notes to Mr. Harrison

The excellent report made by drs. Booth has been recognized
by both the Executive Committee and by the Executive Secretary
of the Columbia Foundation who read it with great interest.

Mr., Crotty is in receipt of minutes of the meeting of July 2,
called by Mr. Harrison. Action at that meeting called for the
creation of a sub-committee whose responsibility called for
the development of a proposed plan and tentative budget to be
presented to the Executive Committee not later than August 19.

The sub-committee meeting was held on July 16 (see minutes,
enclosed) and the minutes sent to Mr. Crotty, for his consid-
eration. A copy of his reply is enclosed.

The Exceutive Committee has approved this report of the sub-
committee, ana its recommendation can now be recogniged as
egtablished policys

I feel that Mr, Crotty’

g letter expresses pretty well what
1 2 - 2 & L e k "
they are thinking in The South

s &nd as t§at thinking is pretiy

lefinitely in line with what we feel will be the natural evolution

of the work of the Commitiee, it seems entirely in order.
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Dr. Arthur Cushman McGiffert,dr.
Pacific School of Religion

1798 Seeniec Avenue

Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. McGiffert: st il ko

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter
which the Committee is considering sending out.
Dr. Paul Taylor will call you tomorrow | August
4) to explain what it is about and to see if
you think it is 0.K.

e

Very sincerely yours,

( Jm,a )%/M&/%

oecretary

“...Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Rooseveit, February 1, 1943
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MRS, GRACIA D. BOQTH
1052 West Sixth Stréet
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Santa
times toYconsult
and a plan
small nucleus group to meet
this week except this evening but they
for to=
nite.Both Raymond and I were to attend and speak to°
the central Y.W
we had been

oy

who hasg stuck his neck out feaps

lessly on behalf of the Evacuees and is chaiemen of
our L.A. coordinating committee.He will give them a
great boost,as to morale, and I hope he will from

now on consgider Santa Ana his stap—chde and continue
the ralationshln. Meanwhile,the Postmaster at Belle-
flower phoned that a potlulon was being c¢lrculated

to not allow Evacuees to come back there---regult,
Raymond was secured to address t-he Rotary at noon to=-
day and I went along and the four people from Santa Ana
who are most interested came up to meet me there and whe
when the Rotary over,we all sat down with Raymond
#R9g8Rt fRyn to bed-rock about a Civie-unity committee

in Santa Ana which might concelvably culminate in a

wo o
wa s

.Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Roosevelt. February 1, 1943
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county=-wide Civic-unity orgdnization eventuallys I am to go down to Santa
Ana soon and meet with the new executive at a noon-day meeting and help
with definite pertinent problems etce.This has developed slowly but 1t has
grdwn out of a community conviction of the necessity for such an action,
so(1t will probably live and flourisheThis case is typical of my method of
proceedure,as a rule,that is why I cite it in such detalls

On the way home I spent some time in Whittier. There the problem
is more one of Mexican than of Japanese emphasis and I am helping Cole
Finch (and is he enjoying it.'Q to r—ound up the really interested folk
with whom he will have a session sopne School PrincipalyWiley, 1s much in#
terested and so is "Chief" Newman?€62¢h of Whittler.Then Vern Landreth,with
whom I went to college §earc ago,now lives in Whittler and I am sure of
his cooperatiom. There is also & fine business man,Robbins,Pres. of the
Universit y Club,who is most active in assisting Returnees,along with his
very fine wife,who was more than pleased to have his name on our repot as
key person in Whittiere.There are also representative women and some men of
influence whom the other men will round up---s0,,the possibility of a Clvlce
Unity set-up there is most encouraging,although my Quaker friends are not
as enthusiastic as I feel they should beeDr. Bruff will be a pillar and 8o
willone or two other Friends.Once the ground-work 1s laid out a blt, the
Pasadena F&ir Play group expect to be responsible for Whittier, Also, we
are having representatives from the communities of Montebello, Norwalk,
Downey etc. Jdin in $hese first meetings and it may end in an inter-community
organization for Civic Unity---wish me luckiOnce an organization 1s sel up
enough t—o have a meeting then I hope to have Raymond goispeak on the lidea
of the state-wide Civic unity set-up or whatever he conslders apropos ~-=-

(Fardeg 0 )

; Lancaster asked me to help them secure a Nisei veteran for a.big
Kiwanis meeting and I finally got Major Hartney to go with a young“ﬁiI. who
lost one arm overseas and 1s covered with ribbons and wears a purpie heart
insignia. The letter of appreciation I received from the Falr Play Sec. was
an inspiration., We went to another meeting of the Van Nuys Valley Committee
the other evening and they are well on therd way --one community,Tacolma, .
has already licked a resﬂgctive covenant effort and you should have seen tHa
way the white folk squared their shoulders and purred when seven or eight
fine looking Negros walked into the High school library where we were meet=
ingeThisincident answers in part,I hope, your query as to whether or not
ne—wly organized groups simply applied t-hemselves to the task of'keeping
agency relations smooth or pushing joint new projects"s In every one of the
communities where I have been instrumental in setting-up a committée or Just
"waking" up an already existing loafing one, the impetus of am emergent need
has been the deciding factor. If they say "we haven't any race problem or
tense situation® then I start nosing around to locate the things they are
unconcerned about and pretty soon some one wakes up to thenresposibillitye
Howewer,as a rule the consclousness of a problem is usually present and,more
often than not, along with it a sense of utter bewilderment as to how 10 cope
with it.When they reach the point where several agree that they must and will
do something if only someone will guide them a bite=--- well,that is when I
sic Raymond ons

Does all this rambling visiting answer the question as to whether
such committees will fill the place of Councils{gﬂ’Civiu Unity? I truly be=-
lieve they will-- in fact, that hope 1s in my mind always and I am suggesting
such a possibility to every group and have found for weeks that such an app=
roach meets with the very quickest and most enthusiastic responses The plan
I drew up last spring for coodinating committees for re-settlement is beling
followed here in our L.A. set-up and they are working closely wit h Clvie
Unity here.The various sub-committees are preparing r eports of thelr survey
end recommendations and our nexi meeting 1s to be on the 22pdes I have acked
each local group t o report to me regarding thelr plan of action etc. 2and I

e e

expect 'O share that with you and Ruth if and when the informatlon cOmess
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. Many of these newly organlzad communities are setting up publlic
meetings for late August or early September at which either Raymond or 1 or
bothiof us are being asked to gpeak. In South Pasadena the new Civic Unity
Committee 1s planning a meeting for Sept. 14,where both of us are expected to
repoyt on the progress of our work and where they hope to have the cartoonist,
Mauldin as their guest spesker. He has come out with some very strong state-
ments on raee prejudice and you may have secn hls new books The chief problem
of that group is going to be negro rather than Japanese relocation although th&
immediate 2 dB organizatién was discrimination against a Returnee therejy
And so it goes! And isn't it all interesting, compelling and worth every effoer
we can put into itd

At your suggestion, I sent Gordon Chapmen the 1list of Committee heads
end key people. Clarence's secretary omitted the adresses by mistake from my

//ori”inal report and so we had her mimeograph them separatelye I have a lot of

/ other names and if Gordon wants them I could send him the best ones in any gea
community he requests. It would be an endless job to copy all. Rita has been
copying the card file for me and Just completed &t,after two wecks of doing an
hour or more each day.You might tell Gordon that a copy of the g¢ommittee chalr
men and key persons has been meiled from the congregational offices to th mine
is ters, Catholic priests and Buddhists and to the welfare and relocation head<
in each relocation centers,

Mr. Crotiy recentl; ed Reymond and myself to have lunch with him
a$ the Jonehan Club and we a very fime and understanding time together, He
feels that final merging with the Civic Unity Council,pf Faar Play 1s desirabl%
and ie cooperating with Raymond beautifully and has taken me under his wing so
to speak. I am finding Mr. Connoley and Al Wiringgizil livertiesQand others
like that most cooperative,especially, since Ihrepresent only Falir Play and
am taking full time for it. This enables me to™mest and know people better and

to meke more useful trips afield.CP4¢%£L CA?FAAJX CE&AJAAALY-)v&Lfgb

Wnm Carr::is 0 most eager to do anything I ask and secms SO eager
t-hat I am trying to figure out a job for his committee. At the moment he 1s
"be-deviling" W.R.A. about the necessity of resl homes for Evacuees to return
to)W.R.A. repotted to me some dirty work in the form of"anti® petitions golng
on’ in Roszmead and I am going to telephone Will and see.if he will assume the
resposibilis$y for ferreting out the rats out there and then ask him to call
Mr. Crotty, Finch and me o i

well,this already sounds like a newsreel and looks awful--- would
you share it with Ruth,please? No doubt 1t will take your combined efforts to
decipher it anyway.
I am keenly interested in knowing what progress has been made in the
organization of a state-wilde Civic Unity set-up.Whenever anyone has tame to
send on some information I would be pleased t o have 1t.

I am securing a splendid Nisel girl for gecretarial help who works
part-time somewhere else. To date I am using Clarence's girl by the hour and
doing bits myself, This machine jumps a cog about ever so often.wWill rent a
good one a8 soon as we Kknow 1f we are moving to .Pasadena or buylng a place
here.We expect to know this week-end, I thhnk I have a smell desk spotted and
in the meantime, so long as Crotty lecaves his office furniture in Clarence's
office I am welcome to arrange interviews there or d-lctate correspondencegand
no more rent paid to them as I am not using their phone at alles Working from
home 28 a base, L get so much more done and can cooperate much more effectivel
and pleasantly with Clarence than when we were crowded into that small and (ﬂ
noisy place,

sy el QW%WM opnts el
i .. lettzna, Fhe i w% @M
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August 16, 1948

Dear Gpacia Booth:

Your very newsy letter of August 9th has been read
been read withsatisfaction, and will be shown to Ruth today.

Thank you for sending all those names tp Gordon Chape
man. I will pass along yhur supplementary remarks,

Your tactics as to local work, nd county-wide erganizae
t ion seem to me most sound and promising,.

1 have gimen Mr. Scett's office,(M ss Murply) your exe
penses for July, md asked her to chock on those for June. I think you
advise your reimbursing yourself for the §10, 41 miscglleneous expenses
out of your August rental, ebo, allowance, ¥ow that you ave no rent,
that amount should arply to otler necessary outlays, All. we want is %o
facilitate your total work, and keep kkings straight accounts.

Cordially yours, and with oone
gratulat ions o Hayrond on his good work,

Pe S

so
We have worked hard, and made progress on the Stabewlde Civie U ity
setwup, as Ruth will be writing you in due course. ys
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VMrse Gracia D, Booth
8756 South “anhattan Pl,
Los Angeles 6

Dear CGragia Booth:

I have yours of August 21, and am delighted
to note how 211 things seem t o be opening up at Pomona and
how Col., Fineh is pitching in with you at "hittier and elsewhere.
It is most encouraging when men like him make this cause a major
in their program,

As Ruth told you, it will be better for you to
clear the financial questions directly with Miss Murphy of Mr. Seott's
office. If she did not pay you Ses the April $25, until ¥ay 1, then

it seems quite likely that June acct, was paid on Julyl., Ve don't
vant you to be out of pocked.

In writing &bout financial and other imperiaht
matters, it would be well for you to type your letters and keep a
carbon copy for reference, although I hardly need to mention it
t0 one so sensible as you.

Ruth has gone on a neoded vacation, after clearing
p several vematious diplomatic and similar problems,

Sincerely yours

Galen M, Fisher




Mrs, Gracia Booth

Qe 8 Tanhat+tan 1
07.4,‘ © e -J,L‘Lh:\.uuolu

rlace
Los Angeles, Calif.

u),

Scott now in San Francisco.
itemized account June expenses
way to receive check for same.

send new
as quickest
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August 28,

Mrs. Ruth Kingman,
535 San Luis Road,
Berkeley, California.

Dear Ruth,

am delighted

your vacation.

for

rt, as per copies here

of the State Commander of
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Yours
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