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SEPTEMBER 1 4 , 1944TALK WITH FOUR N IS E I  -  MRS. M ITZI A ID A , L IL LIA N  IS H ID A , M ISS B . AND M ISS S .L i l l i a n  I s h i d a ,  one o f  Bob T s u r u d a 's  f r ie n d s  had p ro m ise d  to  a r r a n g e  a  m e e tin g  f o r  me w ith  M rs. A id a , who had been a cöuncilw om an a t  th e  Topaz R e lo c a t io n  C e n te r  b e fo r e  com ing to  T u le  Lake w ith  h e r  K ib e i  h u sb a n d . M rs . A id a  was th e  o n ly  Ja p a n e s e  A m erican  c a r e e r  woman w ith  whom I  t a l k e d  a t  T u le  L a k e . She was v e r y  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  d e te r m in e d , and c o u ra g e o u s . I  had been t o l d  t h a t  she th o r o u g h ly  d is a p p r o v e d  o f  th e  R e s e g r e g a t i o n i s t s .(The woman p ic t u r e d  s p e a k in g  a t  th e  Topaz c o u n c i l  —  on p a g e  11 o f  "Im pounded P e o p le ,"  S p i c e r ,  e t .  a l . , i s  p r o b a b ly  M rs. A id a .)When L i l l i a n  and I  a r r iv e d  a t  M r s . A i d a 's  home, we fou n d  t h a t  a t e a  p a r t y  had been a rr a n g e d  and t h a t  two o t h e r  N i s e i  g i r l s  were p r e s e n t . T h is  worked o u t v e r y  w e l l  b e ca u se  i n  a group th e  g i r l s  spoke v e r y  f r a n k ly  a b o u t t h e i r  s e n t im e n t s , c o n t r a d ic t in g  e a ch  o th e r  and a r g u in g  on c e r t a i n  p o i n t s .  L i l l i a n  and a n o th e r  g i r l  whom I  s h a l l  c a l l  B . were O ld  T u le a n s . M rs. A id a  and a n o th e r  g i r l ,  whom I  s h a l l  c a l l  S . ,  were from  T o p a z. L i l l i a n  and M iss  B . a re  in  t h e i r  m id d le  t w e n t i e s , M rs. A id a  i s  in  h e r  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  and M iss  S .  i s  18 .M rs. A id a  a sk e d  me to  e x p la in  my w o rk , w h ich  I  d i d .  She th e n  s a i d  t h a t  she f e l t  t h a t  th e  fu t u r e  was v e r y  d ark  f o r  th e  Ja p a n e s e  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y , b u t  t h a t  s h e , p e r s o n a l ly ,  had no d e s ir e  t o  go b a ck  to  Ja p a n . She knew sh e  w o u ld n 't  g e t  a lo n g  t h e r e .  How ever, th e  m a tte r  o f  r e l o c a t io n  was n o t to o  h o p e fu l  e i t h e r .  She w ould n o t l i k e  to  go b a ck  to  C a l i f o r n i a  even  th o u gh  she s t i l l  had good f r ie n d s  t h e r e ,  b e ca u s e  she f e a r e d  th e  tr e a tm e n t sh e  m ig h t r e c e i v e .  The g i r l s  th e n  lo w ered  t h e i r  v o ic e s  and w h isp e re d  ab o u t th e  rumors o f  th e  in d ic t m e n t , w ith  w h ich  th e y  were w e ll  a c q u a in t e d . (M rs. A id a  l i v e s  i n  b lo c k  6 , M r s . T s u c h ik a w a 's  b l o c k .)  The g i r l s  w h isp e re d  t h a t  M r s . T su ch ikaw a and M r. T su ch ikaw a were g o in g  t o  be a r r e s t e d . "You better lower your voices5" w arned M rs . A id a , nbecause 
they say that Mrs, Tsuchikawa comes around and liste n s  to what 'people say. Especially  
at night she liste n s  under peoples' windows."M rs. A id a  th e n  a sk ed  me w hat I  "fran kly" th o u g h t a b o u t M rs. T su ch ik a w a . T h is  was a to u g h  s p o t ,  b e ca u s e  i f  I  s a i d  a n y th in g  u n co m p lim en tary  ab o u t M rs. T su ch ikaw a i t  m igh t g e t  b a c k  t o  h e r  and h e r  e n m ity  i s  to  be a v o id e d  a t  a l l  c o s t s .  I f  on th e  o th e r  hand I  p r a is e d  th e  g e n g y o - i j i  ( s ta tu s -q u o )  bunch t o  th e s e  a n t i - g e n g y o - i j i  g i r l s ,  I  w ould c e r t a i n l y  i n h i b i t  th e  s ta te m e n ts  I  hoped th e y  w ould g iv e  me. I  t h e r e f o r e  s a id  t h a t  I  knew th e r e  were i n t e l l i g e n t ,  s in c e r e  p e o p le  i n  th e  s t a t u s - q u o  g r o u p , b u t I  c o u ld  n o t answ er h e r  q u e s t io n  s in c e  i t  w ou ld  be a b r e a c h  o f  c o n f id e n c e . J u s t  as I  w ould t a l k  to  no Ja p a n e s e  ab o u t h e r  o r  ab o u t w hat sh e  w ould t e l l  m e, I  w ould n o t d is c u s s  M rs . T su ch ikaw a w ith  h e r . T h is  im p re ss e d  h e r . She s a i d :  "You know± they c a ll her Madame Chiang Kai 
Shek h e re ."S in c e  we w ere on th e  s u b je c t  I  a sk e d  h e r  f o r  h e r  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  two g r o u p s .
/ I .  Though I  had s i x  r a t h e r  lo n g _ c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  M rs. A id a , she n e v e r  t o l d  me t h a th e r  h usband had jo in e d  th e  S o k o k u , n o r  t h a t  he r e s ig n e d  from  t h a t  o r g a n iz a t io n  a f t e r  th e  in te rn m e n t o f  F e b ru a ry  11 , 1945. I  le a r n e d  t h a t  from  M rs . W akida on F e b ru a ry1 4 , 1945^7/ 2 . D u rin g  th e  f i r s t  week in  S e p te m b e r, th e  m a tte r  o f  c o m p l ic it y  in  th e  Noma m urder was r a i s e d  a g a i n .  An i n v e s t i g a t o r  from  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  D i s t r i c t  A tto r n e y  o f  Modoc C o u n ty  came t o  th e  p r o j e c t  and u n d e rto o k  i n t e n s i v e  q u e s t io n in g  o f  A b e , K u n i t a n i , and T ad a , as w e l l  as su ch  R e s e g r e g a t io n is t  le a d e r s _  a s  M rs. T su ch ikaw a and M r. K i r a .  See F i e l d n o t e s ,  Sep tem b er 7 th r o u g h  Sep tem ber 1 8 ./
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M rs. A i d a : "I think our group is  'Losing out. We have a certain class o f  people 
here who are e a sily  swayed. A l l  they*re looking out fo r  i s  their own b en efit . I'm  
going to s tic k  to my own way o f  thinking. But,  w ell, though i t  doesn't sound nice , 
there are many imeducated people here who_ can't think fo r  themselves. "

"The other group / R e s e g r e g a t io n is t s /  brings out the fa ct that these people have to 
go back to Japan. "L i l l i a n  d is a g r e e d  w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t and s a i d :L i l l i a n : " I  thought we were growing more and more. "M iss B : "But they make themselves more conspicuous and show themselves in  pu blic . "L i l l i a n :  "But they do show themselves as a minority group."M rs. A i d a : "But the a n ti-gengyb-iji people say that i f  we took a vote now we'd lose 
by two-thirds."I  th e n  a sk e d  th e  g i r l s  t o  th in k  b a ck  to  th e  tim e  when th e  t r a n s f e r e e s  e n te r e d  th e  camp and t e l l  me i f  th e y  r e c a l l e d  any s i g n i f i c a n t  ch an g es a f t e r  t h e i r  e n t r a n c e .M rs. A id a : "The Jerome group ju s t  wanted to make the whole camp over here. They 
even went to the Blaming Board., te llin g  them they wanted to run this p la c e ."L i l l i a n : "They said  we Tuleans were s o ft  and good-for-nothing. "M rs. A id a : "That group turned out to be the Abe group. They might have had th eir  
good poin ts, but we f e l t  they were being very unreasonable and were doing more harm than 
good. "

"They had everything written down and would put i t  in  front o f  your face and say, 
'You sign i t .  ' I f  you didn't sign i t  the next thing you'd know you'd be beaten to a pulp 

I t  nearly broke my heart when I  had to sign i t .  (As n e a r  as I  c o u ld  make o u t  t h i s  was th e  p e t i t i o n  p u t  o u t  i n  m id-N o vem b er.) They sa id , 'Don't anyone walk out that door. '
I  wanted to Walk out but my husband wouldn't l e t  me." (T h is  fo r c e d  s ig n i n g  to o k  p la c e  in  th e  mess h a l l . )M iss  S : "I fooled them. I  sa id  I  was under age (un der 18) and walked out. "(Here th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  d ig r e s s e d  t o  th e  Noma i n v e s t i g a t i o n .)M rs. A id a : "Rumor has i t  that the man who k ille d  Noma i s  43 years old and has. Three
kids

"Another Thing -  they went about i t  in  dictatorship s ty le . They (D aih yo  Sh a K a i ) 
used threats. They sa id , you do what we t e l l  you or e ls e ."L i l l i a n  and M is s  B . ( a ls o  O ld  T u lean ) rem arked t h a t  b e fo r e  th e  t r a n s f e r e e s  came i n ,  w h ile  M r. K e e l was ru n n in g  th e  m e ss, th e  fo o d  had been " t e r r i b l e . "  A f t e r  s e g r e g a t io n  th e  fo o d  im p roved c o n s id e r a b ly .M rs. A i d a : "When we f i r s t  came here the food was OK. A fter a l l ,  th is i s  war and 
we can't expect luxury. "M iss  B : "The f i r s t  thing that struck me funny, the people from the other centers 
came in  here and expected luxury. They said  the latrines were bad, the food was bad, 
the housing was bad, everything was bad. "
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(There was a n o te  o f  i n ju r e d  community p r id e  i n  t h i s  s ta te m e n t -  i . e . ,  th e  T u le a n s r e s e n te d  b e in g  t o l d  t h e i r  camp was so r o t t e n .)M rs. A id a : "Fundamentally,  they say they are loyal ( to  Ja p a n ) and want to go back 

to Japan. Then they should be w illin g  to go through h e ll  to get there. Wê were to ld  
what the camp Was like  before we came here. I  fe e l that Washington i s  trying to do 
the idght thing by us but that often we 're not getting what we should be from there (th e  l o c a l  A d m in is tr a t io n )  . I  f& lt  that from the beginning,  even the f i r s t  camp I  went 
into . Even i f  they get only f iv e  cents a day ( in  g r a f t )  from each o f  us, why,  th e y 'll  
be m illio n a ires. "Farm A c c i d e n t , O c t o b e r , 1943M rs. A id a : "I  don't think they should have stopped work. I  f e l t  the accident was 
no fa u lt  o f the WRA."M iss  S :  "But I  heard that the roads to the farm weren't so good."M iss B : "We can't expect good roads."M rs. A id a :  "And the driver was only 16 years o ld  (n o t t r u e ) . 1 Re was,, too young."L i l l i a n : "But whose fa u lt was that? The fa u lt  o f  the Japanese who hired him!"M rs. A id a :  " It  was a good excuse fo r  the genguo-iji group to sta rt trouble. I  
m yself f e l t  i t  was the fa u lt o f  the head Japanese. "E l e c t i o n  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  (D aih yo  Shd K a i)M rs. A id a :  "Come to think o f  i t ,  they did have a lot o f  nerve representing us. But  ̂
I  realize they did c a ll fo r  representatives from the block. The people weren't interested  
and only those went who were interested  and they put in  their own men."M iss  S : "S tilly  they would have gotten them in  anyway. Before you go to a meeting 
here, you know who’s going to be e le c te d ."M rs. A id a :  "The Tuleans here were the oldtim ers. The strangers who came in  d idn't  
consult the oldtimers. They were going to control the camp.”L i l l i a n : "They didn't lik e  the idea o f  the Old Tuleans having a l l  the key jo b s, 
e it h e r ."November 1 , 1943M iss  B : "A ll I  know i s  that we were told , 'Everybody go up thsre. ' I f  they can't 
get what they want, they said They were going to do something d ra stic . "M iss  S :  "They told me i f  I  d idn 't go they were going to kick, me out o f  our block.
We had r o l l  c a ll  in  our block. My mother said  I  was s ic k . "M iss  B : "The other group ju s t  stood up in  the mess h a ll and to ld  us to go. When 
we went Up there and then wanted to go home, they wouldn't le t  u s ."M iss  S : "They had guys guarding the g a tes ."

/ I .  The d r i v e r  was 19 y e a r s  o l d .  B u t among th e  w o rk ers, i n ju r e d  a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  farm  a c c id e n t  were two boys , one e le v e n  and one tw e lv e ^ /
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M iss  B : "They -pushed, me up to the front lin e . I t  ju st  burned me up. We didn't  

know what was going on."M iss  S : "They annoimced i t  at The messhall3 and said3 ' I f  you're Japanese3 y o u 'll
go. '" M rs. A i d a : "They read a lo t o f  requests they wanted. I  thought i t  was too much; 
that wasn't the way to negotiate. That's not diplomatic. "November 4 , 1943M iss  B : "There were people running around here saying they were murdering people 
up there and that we should rescue them. They were trying to get a bunch o f  people to 
go up and fig h t Them. "M rs. A i d a : " I ' l l  say th is ; I  think they went too fa r  in  stick in g  those people in  
the stockade. My husband almost even got pulled in . He's as much against i t  (D aih y o  S h a ) 
as I  am. A neighbor ccane and to ld  us that the Internal Security had come and That he 
should hide. I  said ,  'He can't hide. ' I  even got his suitcase packed3 with pajamas3 
toothbrush and a deck o f  cards. But they d id n 't come."

"They pulled in  many innocent people. "(Here th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  s h i f t e d  t o  M r. D o l t s .  S in c e  th e s e  g i r l s  a re  on h i s  s t a f f ,  and D o lt s  seems t o  h ave c o n s t a n t  t r o u b le  w ith  h i s  s t a f f ,  I  e n co u ra g e d  th e  d i g r e s s i o n .)M rs. A i d a : "Bolts was listen in g  to the radio one day and he came dashing in  to our 
o ffic e  and said3 'I'm te llin g  you these Japs are going to get beaten. They're going to 
get wiped out. '"

" I  don't want s t u f f  lik e  that Thrown in  my face3 as delicate as the situation  i s s 
i t ' s  not good. The supervisor  ( Ja p a n e se ) ju s t  turned green."

"He (Mr. D o lts )  i s  always giving you the a ir  that ' I  have the power to throw you 
into the stockade any time. '"Sokoku Kenkyu S e in e n -d a n( I  th o u g h t th e  g i r l s '  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  p r o -Ja p a n e s e  S e in e n -d a n  w ould be i n t e r e s t i n g .I t  w a s.)M iss  B ; "I  say th is new Seinen-dan i s  fa r away from me. They're fa r  away from me."M rs . A i d a : "But now they have reasoned things out more. At f i r s t  they were very 
unreasonable. But now they've worked out some good things. Like these zoot-su iters3 
fo r  instance. They ( th e  Sokoku) say they're going to have a heck o f  a time when they go 
back to Japan. They say we must train them and I  think that's rig h t. That's a l l  you 
can do with those b o y s ."C o o r d in a t in g  Com m ittee( I  now a sk e d  M rs. A id a  f o r  h e r  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  g r a d u a l grow th o f  p o p u la r  h o s t i l i t y  to  th e  C o o r d in a t in g  C o m m ittee . I  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w anted to  se e  i f  sh e  w ould deny t h a t  t h i s  h o s t i l i t y  e x i s t e d ,  as M r. S ,  an O ld  T u le a n , had d o n e .)M r s . A i d a ; "To the eyes o f  the people They looked like  they were working with The 
Administration. I t ' s  looked ju s t  lik e  they were working with them."L i l l i a n ; "They were k itsu  ne (two fa c e d )  ."
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O p in io n s  on th e  A d m in is tr a t io nM rs. A i d a ; "The Administration has been giving us the impression that they've afraid  
to come here.S t a t u s  quo V o te  o f  Ja n u a r y  11

"Those who were against the Daihyo Sha f e l t  i t  was through them (th e  D aih y o  sha)' 
that we were su fferin g . 1 knew that the Administration was going to stick  i t  out as 
tong as we were."

"They (D aih yo  sha) should have le f t  a lo t o f  those demands out. But they put in  so 
many th in g s ."M iss  s ; "It  bums me up -  I  think they were so unreasonable. "M rs. A i d a ; "Lots o f  people d id n 't have the money fo r  brooms, and mops and soap, I  
think those should have been furnished by the Adm inistration."M iss  S : " I  think so too, "P r e s e n t  F e e l i n g  Toward C o-op( I  th o u g h t  I  w ou ld  see  how th e s e  g i r l s  f e l t  tow ard th e  " lu x u r y  i s s u e ." )M rs. A i d a : " I  don't see that i t  makes any d ifferen ce. Those people who want i t  
w ill  buy i t  and the others w on 't."

"When I  came here I  got the impression that the Co-op so ld  so much fr u it  here. And 
we didn 't get any fr u it  in  the mess. At Topaz we got so much fr u it  in  the mess we always 
had extra fr u it  in  the house."M iss  B : "They say that the Co-op was buying WRA s t a f f  and se llin g  i t  in  the canteens.M iss  s : "We hardly get fr u it  in  The mess at a l l  and I  had to buy i t  in the Co-op. "M r s , A id a : "Here I  have to ask fo r  my brother in  Topaz to send me some fr u it .  In  
Topaz they didn't s e l l  fr u it  in  the canteens but they gave i t  to us in  the mess. Since 
we came here we spend much more money on fo o d ."M iss  B : "We 've had chicken here only once. "M iss  S : "And at Topaz we got duck or chicken once a week. "M rs . A i d a : "And ice  cream every Sunday."

"Also a ll  The other relocation centers got linoleums but this place has none, "M iss s : "Have you seen the_ personnel^ quarters here? They 're p o sitiv e ly  extravagant.
I  went into the personnel rec  / r e c r e a t io n /  h a ll the other day and I  thoughtj 'Gosh. '"

1 . V ery  few s t a f f  members v i s i t e d  o r  a tte n d e d  m e e tin g s  i n  th e  c e n t e r ,  re sp o n d e n ts  commented c r i t i c a l l y  on t h i s  f a c t . A number o f
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DECEMBER 1 5 , 1944TALK WITH MRS. AIDA/ A t t h i s  tim e th e  h o s t i l i t y  betw een th e  R e s e g r e g a t io n is t s  and th e  s u p p o r te r s  o f  th e  A b e -K u n ita n i-T a d a  gro u p s h ad become e x tre m e . I  c a l l e d  on as many p e o p le  o f  d i f f e r e n t  b a ck g ro u n d s and p o l i t i c a l  s y m p a th ie s  as I  c o u ld . I  c o n s id e r e d  M r s . A id a  an i n t e l l i g e n t ,  m o d e ra te , and r e l a t i v e l y  o u tsp o k e n  p e rso n ^ /
/ I  a sk e d  M rs. A id a  how she f e l t  a b o u t th e  Sokoku (th e  young m en 's group) and th e  H o s h i-d a n  (th e  a d u lt  g r o u p ) . She b egan by ta lk in g _ _ a b o u t  t h e i r  r e c e n t l y  i n i t i a t e d  p o l i c y  o f  e x p e l l i n g  members who were n o t  " t r u e "  Ja p a n e s e ^ /
"The Sokoku should be open to everybody because a fter a l l  we're the same race. I  

know that many fo lk s  think that through studying and preparing fo r  Japan w e 'll be much 
better o f f  because we must prepare fo r  the hard l i f e  in  Japan. "

"I also heard that Their leaders were being pulled  in . But we don't discuss those 
things openly. I t  i s n 't  healthy. In other words3 they say 3 'You're not Japanese. '"

"My husband refused to Jo in . He said3 'I t ' s  a lt  r ig h t. T h ere 'll be a l l  kinds o f  
d ifferen t groups in  the organization and soon th e y 'll  be fig h tin g  each other.' Re said  
th a t's the characteristic o f  Japanese groups. "(M rs. A id a  h a s been made h ead  o f  an a tte m p t to  e s t a b l i s h  a YWCA o r g a n iz a t io n  in  camp. She was e x tr e m e ly  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and t o l d  me sh e  h ad w orked v e r y  h a rd  on h e r  p la n s  w h ich  sh e  o u t l in e d  t o  m e.)

"I want to have clubs a l l  over the camp. And I  want to have a string on each one.
We are going to be given a specia l c lib  house. I ’m going to go around and recru it mem­
bers fo r  th is club. That i s 3 i f  The super-patriots  ( R e s e g r e g a t io n ls t s )  don't crack down 
on me. I'm going to send out personal in v ita tio n s. The Friends organization i s  behind 
us too. I ’m going to have inter-camp meetings so that our ideas w ill  come together.
I'm going to sta rt with a rummage sale which I  think w ill  in terest the g i r l s ."

"I took the Job because the young kids are going to p ieces. I f  more than two g ir ls  
get together these days they are always talking aoout something3 tearing somebody down. 
Their feelin g s are Ju st  something in sid e . "

"When I  said  to them (th e  young g i r l s  i n  th e  Ja p a n e s e  c l a s s  M rs. A id a  i s  a tte n d in g )  
'Party?'3 they say3 'Phooey. ’ "

"I heard that the Sokoku was going to organize the g ir ls . But my idea i s  going to 
be dramatic. My assistants are being paid by WRA. Mr. Dimon ( D o lt s '  s u c c e s s o r )  i s  a 
go-getter. But he has to fig h t fo r  his requests. The people say he doesn 't  keep his  
promises. I  say3 ’ Give him a chance. ” '

"I'm going to have a chib in  each block3 or i f  there aren't enough g ir ls 3 a club 
fo r  each tw.o or three blocks. I  want a strong3 large active organization and also have 
a fee lin g  o f  block competition. "(M rs. A id a  s a i d  t h a t  th e  C a u c a s ia n  YWCA a d v is o r  d id  n o t ta k e  to o  k in d ly  t o  h e r  la r g e  p la n s .  She t h in k s  sh e  o u g h t to  s t a r t  more m o d e s t ly .)

"I'm going to Japanese c la ss . The g ir ls  there are 15 years and up. They were kind
o f  leery. They said  their parents didn't think much o f  i t .  I  said3 ’I ’m not here to
impress you by giving a party. ’ "R e n u n c ia t io n  o f  C i t i z e n s h i p

"They say i t ’s so hard fo r  you to renounce your citizen ship  because they want to 
see that you are not evading the draft. There's a rumor going around camp that those who 
do not renounce citizenship  are going to be drafted. Why are they making i t  so hard fo r
you to renounce your citizen sh ip? A lo t  o f  people fe e l that i f  you don't renounce your
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citizen ship  you w ill  be drafted. Why are they (th e  a u t h o r i t i e s )  refusing?(M rs, A id a  was so in c e n s e d  and e x c i t e d  o v e r  t h i s  q u e s t io n  t h a t  I  wonder i f  sh e  and h e r  husband came t o  T u le  Lake to  k eep  him  o u t  o f  th e  Army. She i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t a p r o -  Ja p a n e s e . She shows no i n t e r e s t  in  g o in g  to  Ja p a n . Does sh e  f e a r  t h a t  h e r  h usband w i l l  be d r a ft e d ?  She h e r s e l f  seems v e r y  A m erican  in  s p e e c h , t h o u g h t , and a t t i t u d e .)

" I  heard a person say yesterday -  a N isei3 'You know3 I  denounced my citizenship  
and I  hated to go to the hearing. ' 'Why?' I  asked. Re said3 'I  have to say awful things 
about America or they won't give me my renunciation and I  don't want to do i t  (sa y  a w fu l t h in g s  a b o u t A m e r ic a . ) '"W h ile  we were t a l k i n g  a  woman f r i e n d  came t o  c a l l  on M rs. A id a . She d id  n o t s t a y  lo n g  b u t  M rs. A id a  d id  n o t  e x p la in  my p re s e n c e  h o n e s t l y ,  s a y in g  I  h ad come to  d is c u s s  th e  c lu b  w ith  h e r .  She a p o lo g iz e d  l a t e r ,  s a y in g  t h a t  you d o n 't  d are  s a y  a t h i n g  b e fo r e  an yb od y./On December 2 7 , 71 members o f  th e  R e s e g r e g a t i o n i s t  Group w ere in t e r n e d  b y  th e  D ep artm en t o f  J u s t i c e . /

JANUARY 3 , 1945
TALK WITH MRS. AIDAOn th e  In te rn m e n t o f  Hokoku and H o s h i-d a n  members (Decem ber 27)

"The people were excited . Nobody knows why i t  was done. The way I  understand3 they 
were a l l  interviewed by the FBI and they had a l l  the inside information so they sa id  they 
had a spy in the ca b in et."

"The people picked up say they're glad. They say we (p e o p le  l e f t  i n  camp) are going 
to be kicked around while they w il l  be safe and sound. "

"The membership i t s e l f  was huge. But they couldn't trust anybody. They said  that 
when they were interviewed they were shocked. The Administration knew everything. "

"One thing I  liked  about them3 they le f t  us a lo n ef When Abe had his group -  they 
dictated to us. We had to sign th is or that. They (H o s h i-d a n ) le ft  us alone and didn't  
t e l l  us that we had to jo in  the organization."

"We fe e l  th is way about i t .  Why should we whoop everything up and s t i r  everybody 
up. The calmer we stay the better fo r  a l l  o f  us. "

"This place i s  getting too much mob psychology -  the youngsters fig h t  a l l  the time - 
you've heard about the basketball games?"On L e a v in g  CampThe somewhat d i s j o i n t e d  s ta te m e n ts . M rs. A id a  made on th e  m a tte r  o f  l e a v i n g  camp a re  th e  m ost numerous I ' v e  y e t  r e c e iv e d  from  any one p e r s o n . She was much more w i l l i n g  to  t a l k  a b o u t i t  to d a y  th a n  when I  v i s i t e d  h e r  l a s t .

"I don't know what's going to happen to us! I t ' s  very confusing. I  think every­
body fe e ls  that. They don't know what's what yet. They don't lik e  to lis te n  to rumors.
I  personally would like  to know what's what m y se lf ."

"I think th is i s  going to be a slow process. They can't say: 'Get out by a cer­
tain time. We'll give you 25 dollars and carfare. ' In the f i r s t  placet why do they want 
to kick us out? I t  was th eir  business we came h ere ."

"Since the people have been in  camp three years th eir  funds are exhausted. Frankly 3 
i t ' s  a l l  right fo r people who can afford i t . "
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"To t e l l  you frankly, 1*171 'in such a confused mind. Everybody i s  lik e  that. C a li­
fornia is  the la st 'place I*d  want to go back to, with a lt  I 'v e  been reading. We a lt  fe e t , 
i f  somebody i s  going to go back, le t 's  watch, and see what happens to them."

"They say the Army w ilt back us up ( in  C a l i f o r n i a ) .  But th a t's only against mob 
violence, not what an individual might do. I f  some person beats us up we can't do any­
thing about i t , "

" I  gust dread i t  to leave here. I  gust can't understand why they want to kick us 
out when they fe e t we're d islo ya l. "

"After kicking me around they can't kick me out with 25 dollars and train fa re , 
and say,  'Find yo u rse lf a gob. '"

"Can people be thrown out even i f  they renounce their citizen ship? Could they put 
you in  the Army then ( i f  you ren o u n ce d  c i t i z e n s h i p ) ?"

"The people here aren't supposed to be trusted. What w ilt  the people on the out­
side think i f  they le t  us loose to run around?"

"They say they 're going to fin d  them a gob and a place to liv e . Nobody w ill  go out 
i f  they don't. This C.Tule Lake) should be the la st place to sta rt . The other people ( in  r e l o c a t i o n  c e n te r s )  are supposed to be lo y a l ."On th e  YWCA group M rs. A id a  P la n n e d  to  S t a r t

"Now that things are tike th is , I  thought I  had better sta rt with a smalt group." R etu rn  to  L e a v in g  Camp
"Some people fe e t th is way, ' I f  we have to go out, le t 's  go right away and take 

f u l l  advantage o f  the opportunities. ' Welt le t  them go out! They don't know what side  
o f  the fence they're s itt in g  on anyway."Rumor on Abe

"The people say that Abe i s  going with the WRA. The people don't have fa ith  in  him 
anymore and he can't make them follow him."

TALK WITH MRS. AIDA JANUARY 2 4 , 1945
M rs. A id a  s a i d  sh e  h as been so  b u sy  o r g a n iz in g  h e r  c lu b s  t h a t  she had n o t been w o r ry in g  much a b o u t a n y t h in g . She rem arked :
"We hear they ( th e  Ja p a n e s e )  are having so much trouble on the outside. That's 

certainty going to slow down relocation. I 'v e  heard they can't even buy food but have 
to get other people to buy i t  fo r  them. I f  they kick me out o f  th is camp, California  
i s  the la st  place I ' l l  g o !"C a u c a s ia n  R e c r e a t io n  C lu b  and Ja p a n e s e  O r c h e s tr a

"The Recreation Cliib wanted us (M rs. A id a  i s  b u s in e s s  m anager f o r  th e  Ja p a n e s e  o r c h e s t r a )  to play fo r  nothing fo r  the January 30th dance, "(M iss S a l l y  S t o r e r  a p p e a rs  to  be th e  ch airm an  o f  th e  program  and h e r  a t t i t u d e  o ffe n d e d  M rs. A id a  v e r y  m uch. The o r c h e s t r a  i s  e n t i r e l y  Ja p a n e s e , many H a w a iia n , and h as p e rfo rm e d  a t  many o f  th e  a p p o in te d  p e r s o n n e l d an ces h e r e .)
"Salty Storer said after a l l  she d idn 't need us. She said  she would g'ust as soon 

use a phonograph."  ( E v id e n t ly  t h i s  s ta te m e n t was made a f t e r  M rs. A id a  s a id  th e  o r c h e s t r a  was n o t w i l l i n g  to  p la y  f o r  n o t h in g .)
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"She said  she d idn 't 'knew anything about i t  and she's the chairman!" 'Why can't 

you votim teer?' she said . 'The boys are leery about coming to play where there are 
so ld ie rs ,  ' I  sa id . We're taking a chance o f critic ism  by coming up here and playing.
A fter a l l ,  th is i s  a d isloya l camp. We can't go put ccnd play voluntarily,  even i f  i t  i s  
fo r  the March o f Dimes to get money to fig h t in fa n tile  paralysis which i s  a good cause. 
A fter a l l  i t  i s  the President's b a l l ."

"We haven't decided yet what we're going to do. "

"Sally didn't even want us to get The k itty  money. Wilson ( a ls o  on th e  com m ittee) 
spoke up. Re said  to her ( S a l l y ) ,  'That's none o f  your business i f  somebody wants to 
give the orchestra money. '"M rs. A id a 's  G i r l s '  O r g a n iz a t io n  and th e  Hokoku Woman's O r g a n iz a t io n

"I launched my organization the other day. They (th e  Hokoku) launched th eir g ir ls '  
organization on the same day. I t  ju s t  happened that way by accident. Here I  had real 
competition. But they (Hokoku) seemed to be afraid  o f  me too. They ju st  bar other 
people. They're only fo r  their own group."

"One family in  th is block i s  very much fo r  the Hokoku and I  hear That they have 
seven daughters. I  sent an in v ita tio n  to everybody in  my own block. "

"The daughters came To me and said ,  'We're sorry,  but we can't jo in  your organiza­
tion . ' I  said , ' I t ' s  not p o lit ic a l ,  I'm not forcing anybody to jo in  my cfofo. '"

"The next day The old  lady (m other o f  th e  d a u g h te rs )  came. She said  to me, 'Don't 
you dare force my daughters to come into your organization. We 're (Hokoku) going to 
stick  together t i l l  we dde. '"

" I  said , 'You are The most s e lf is h  people I 'v e  ever seen. You're not Japanese at 
a l l .  You don't help anybody, but ju s t  go around saying that everybody who doesn't jo in  
your organization i s  an inu. '"(T h is  i s  v e r y  s t r o n g  and co u ra g e o u s la n g u a g e , even  th o u g h  th e  Hokoku and H o s h i-d a n  a re  t o t t e r i n g  u n d er g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  d is a p p r o b a t io n . M rs . A id a  i s  a v e r y  spunky woman. N e v e r t h e le s s , I  d o u b t t h a t  she w ould h a ve  d a red  to  t a l k  l i k e  t h i s  t o  a Hokoku member a month a g o . T h is  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e , g r a n t in g  t h a t  she d i d n 't  e x a g g e r a te  h e r  d e f ia n c e  t o  m e.)

"They are a very strong and big organization. I  said,  'We're going to prepare our­
selves so that no matter what part o f  The world we go to we can adjust ourselves. '"(M rs, A id a  in te n d s  to  te a c h  w e ste rn  e t i q u e t t e  i n  h e r  c l u b s ,  p r o v id in g  r e s i s t a n c e  i s  n o t  to o  s t r o n g .)

"My husband says that i f  you want to go back to Japan and get respect there you 
have to go back during wartime. We in  camp haven't done anything fo r  Yamato damashii. \ . 
Do we think we can go back to Japan when They are a lt dead or crippled and that ■ mey're 
going to say,  'Welcome back.

"I hear that the Hokoku are co llectin g  money every month fo r  a l l  The members so 
when they get back to Japan they're going to buy an islan d  fo r  themselves. That certainty  
i s  crazy. In The f i r s t  place, they are allowed to take back only $200, and they certainty 
can't buy any island fo r  th a t ."

"Their women's organization goes out at f iv e  in  the morning and kneels in the snow 
praying fo r  v icto ry . The young g irts  are rea lly  getting fa n a tica l. "/ M rs. A id a  s a i d  she had been t o l d  by M r. W ils o n  t h a t  M r._N o rd e n  p la n n e d  to  is s u e  an announcem ent condem ning th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  Hokoku and H o s h i-d a n . /  She ask ed  me:

"Don't you think There may be trouble when The announcement comes out? 
be some kind o f r io t  by the Hokoku. "

There may
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"In some blocks we can't organize our clubs at a l l  because they have the Hokoku 
g ir ls '  clubs right in  the b lo ck ."

R e n u n c ia tio n  o f  C i t iz e n s h ip

"Since renunciation came along I  beard their  (Hokoku) membership increased 100%.

I  a sk ed  i f  M rs. A ida m ean t s in c e  December and sh e  s a i d ,  " y e s " .

"They fe e l  i f  they don't renounce th eir  citizenship  they can't go back to Japan. 
You might have to get out o f  The camp. Frankly3 that's how everybody f e e ls ."

" I f  the American people were a ll  like  you^ I 'd  go out tomorrow.

A r r iv a l  o f  R e lo c a t io n  Team

(Mrs. A ida c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  WRA c o u ld  be so  o p t i m i s t i c  as  t o  sen d  a 
R e lo c a t io n  Team to  T u le  L ake .)

" I f  the relocation team comes, whoever comes here should receive a medal. "

More on G i r l s 1 Club

"The g ir ls  in  th is  block are afraid  to come to my club -  they're afraid t h e y 'll  be 
called in u ."

Sokoku

"Mu husband says, the Sokoku Kehkyu i s  wobbly on the top but the bottom i s  strong. 
The people ( in  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n )  ave united. I f  they ( a u t h o r i t i e s )  bring a threat to 
these people and do not carry i t  out, y o u 'll  strengthen them."

"There i s  great resentment in  camp against the Hokoku. "

/T. I  a sk e d  b e c a u s e  p r e s s u r e  t o  ren o u n ce c i t i z e n s h i p  b egan  a f t e r  th e  h e a r in g s  and th ef i r s t  in te r n m e n t o f  Decem ber 2 7 . In  l a t e  Ja n u a r y , m ost o f  my o t h e r  r e s p o n d e n ts  were a s s u r in g  me t h a t  p e o p le  were le a v i n g  th e  R e s e g r e g a t i o n i s t  G r o u p s . H ow ever, th e  p e r s o n s  who rem ain ed  members became i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e m o n s tr a tiv e ^ /
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FEBRUARY 1 9 , 1945
TALK WITH MRS. AIDA/On F e b ru a ry  ll_ j_  th e  D epartm ent o f  J u s t i c e  o r d e r e d  th e  a r r e s t  o f  a b o u t 650 members o f  th e  Hokoku and th e  H o s h i-d a n . On th e  e v e n in g  o f  F e b ru a ry  1 2 , th e  WRA I n t e r n a l  S e c u r i t y  r a id e d  th e  Hokoku h e a d q u a r t e r s , c o n f i s c a t i n g  ( I  was t o ld )  a l l  o f  th e  Hokoku r e c o r d s , th e  Hokoku s c r o l l ,  t h e i r  b a n n e r s , a Ja p a n e s e  f l a g ,  a m im eograph in g and d u p l i c a t i n g  m a c h in e , and a  l a r g e  s a f e .  (See F i e l d n o t e s ,  F e b ru a ry  12 and 1 3 .)  On F e b ru a ry  1 5 , th e  N e w e ll S t a r  p u b lis h e d  s ta te m e n ts  b y  th e  WRA and th e  D ep artm en t o f  J u s t i c e ,  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  Hokoku and H o s h i-d a n  were u n la w fu l . When I  v i s i t e d  M rs. A id a  on F e b ru a ry  1 9 , sh e  was d is t u r b e d , a n x io u s , and a n g r y . Though sh e  had been v e r y  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  R e s e g r e g a t io n is t s  when I  v i s i t e d  h e r  on Ja n u a r y  2 4 , sh e  now e x p r e s s e d  co m p assio n  f o r  a t  l e a s t  some o f  them . Her d i s t r e s s  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le , b e c a u s e  h e r  hu sband had b een fo r m e r ly  a member o f  th e  S o k o k u , th o u g h , l i k e  s e v e r a l  o f  my r e s p o n d e n ts , he had p r o b a b ly  s to p p e d  a t t e n d in g  m e e tin g s  s e v e r a l  months a g o .E f f e c t  o f  Announcem ents in  th e  N e w e ll S t a r

"The paper d idn't do any good. I t  d idn't state anything d efin ite  about the dra ft.
I'm  not believing the rumor'̂  m yself3 but the people are not too convinced," _

"I understand that from now on the Hokoku i s  going to be i l le g a l . But they (Hokoku) 
are determined to stand on Their own fe e t , They have a strong determination, "

"People cere jo ining the Hokoku, They're going into i t  even though they hate i t , "P a n ic  o f  L a s t  Week (when th e  650 p e r s o n s  were in te r n e d )
"A week ago3 the people were in  h y sterics , Anyway3 at the Community A c tiv it ie s  

o ffic e  they were so excited. They said3 'The draft papers are rig h t there. As soon as 
they clean out the Sokoku3 t h e y 'l l  draft us a ll  over camp, '"

"The people don't trust them (w ra) any more because they've made so many stccte- 
ments that were denied before and they came out to be true. But I  think the excite ­
ment has died down. The people are not so concerned as they were. " _

"Sending people to j a i l  w ilt  be much better  / th a n  i n t e r n i n g  th em /. Otherwise3 there 
w ilt be no end to th is . How the people (Hokoku) want to go. They fe e l  what they have 
been working fo r  has come true. By pushing them out Ju stic e  is  doing exactly what 
they want them to d o ."  ,

"They fe e t this way.: To them i t  i s n 't  propaganda. The people in  the Hokoku believe  
they're the only ones who are going to stay and that The re st o f  us w ill  be kicked 
out o f  camp. They firm ly believe th a t ."R e a c t io n  t o  th e  R a id  on Hokoku H e a d q u a rte rs

"They raided That place3 you know3 and very few people know about i t .  I  thought 
they (Hokoku) would make some demonstration. They think that by blowing the bugles they 
w ill get interned and re-united with Their fa m ilie s . "

"They won't even believe the boys were sent to North Dakota, They say They won't 
believe unless they hear from them,"

"Mr. Norderp ought to put out an o f f ic ia l  statement that the people who do not 
belong to the Hokoku can return to Japan."

/ l .  S e e , f o r  e x a m p le , M r. K urusu^/
/ 2 . The rumor t h a t  men who do n o t ren o u n ce t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p  w i l l  b e  d r a f t e d ./
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M anzanar Hokoku R a l l y
"On Monday they held a big organization meeting in  Manzanar and 500 people joined, 

People who don't believe in  the thing are roped into i t s because i t ' s  the only way 
they can get back to Japan. ’’U n fa ir n e s s  o f  WRA P o l i c y

"Another mistake was that this was supposed to be a segregation camp3 and a fter  
we arrived here th is wasn't a segregation camp at a l l . People who had no intention o f  
going to Japan are s t i l l _ s i t t in g  here . I  don’ t  think th a t’s f a ir . That’s why the thing 
blew up / in  O c to b e r  1943/. ’’

"Yet we fe e l  that th is i s  a segregation camp. I f  they sta rt pushing the people 
out e verybo dy w ill  get tog ether. I f  the other camps w ill  do i t s We have a much better  
reason than they have. The people are not going to get out o f  thè other camps unless 
they o ffe r  them a good job and a place to sta y . ”

"Some people are very calm because they have determined they’re going to s i t  here 
and nothing’s going to stop them. They f e e l  they have the r ig h t. "

"Reallyi i t  surprised me. The raid iisn’ t  being discussed much. The Hokoku didn’ t 
make any rumpus about i t .  "M rs. A i d a 's  O p in io n  o f  A c t io n  A g a in s t  th e  Hokoku

"We s t i l l  say that we do not know who is jr ig h t  -  us or the Hokoku. We can only 
talk about i t  though among our fam ily. The Hokoku might get the Vest o f  th is . We 
don’ t  know. The future i s  very dark. They might get th eir wish and get back to Japany 
and they might not. ’’

"I w ill say this about those in  the Hokoku. Many o f  them rea lly  believe and 
they are rea lly  p a trio tic  and sincere. But some o f  them are hypocrites. They fe e l  
i f  they belong to thè Sôkôku they w ill  stay here fo r  the duration and then they can 
go anywhere. They can stay out o f  the Army ( u . s . )  and s t i l l  go to Japan i f  they wish.
I  know a lo t o f  boys in  the Hokoku who would have gone out ( r e lo c a t e d )  before they came 
here. "

"There are sen sible boys in  the Hokoku to o w h o  are in  i t  fo r  p a trio tic  reasons. 
They fe e l  their chances in  America i s  no more. ’’

"Some o f  my friends went to Bismark. We always had a very good fe e lin g  ÿ because 
I  wouldn’t  discuss p o lit ic s  with them."M rs. A i d a 's  own G i r l s '  C lu b

"The membership i s  going pretty good. I ’m very encouraged because after every 
meeting we get new members. The g ir ls  are so en th u sia stic ."M rs. A i d a 's  T reatm en t by Jo s h i- d a n  ( l a d i e s '  group)

The Joshi-dan  (women's b ra n c h  o f  Hokoku) people bow to me and talk to me. They’ve 
found out they can’ t  kick me around too much. I  kick back. I ’m not afraid  o f  them 
at a l l .  "M r. S a le s  -  CAS head /Com m unity A c t i v i t i e s  S e c t io n /

"Mr. Sales makes lots o f  promises he can’ t liv e  up t o ."

"They could do so much fo r  the camp by byringing people in  who imderstand the Japanese. 
Some o f  the people here (C a u c a s ia n s )  have a d efin ite  prejudice and we see i t  in  their  
fa ces. They are doing more harm fo r  the Administration and Washington than anything 
e lse . I f  anybody i s  frien d ly  to the Japanese here^ they ( A d m in is tr a t io n )  kicks them o u t."



A id a  -  A p r i l  2 5 , 1945 -1 3 -
APRIL 2 5 , 1945TALK WITH MRS. AIDA/ D i l l o n  S .  M y er, N a t io n a l  D ir e c t o r  o f  th e  WRA had v i s i t e d  T u le  Lake on A p r i l  16 and 1 7 . In  a t a l k  to  th e  b lo c k  m a n a g ers, he t o l d  them t h a t  he was n o t p la n n in g  to  c lo s e  T u le  Lake and t h a t  th e  c e n t e r  w ou ld  be ta k e n  o v e r  by th e  D ep artm en t o f  J u s t i c e  a t  th e  end o f  th e  y e a r .  E v id e n t ly  t h i s  s ta te m e n t r e a s s u r e d  M rs. A id a , f o r  she was much more r e la x e d  th a n  a t  my l a s t  v i s i t .  She d id  n o t ,  how ever app rove o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  M r. K i r a ,  a  n o to r io u s  R e s e g r e g a t i o n i s t  l e a d e r ,  had managed to  g e t  h i m s e l f  and h i s  fa m ily  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C r y s t a l  C i t y . /M rs. A id a  b r o u g h t up th e  s u b je c t  o f  M rs. K ir a  l e a v i n g  camp h e r s e l f .  She th o u g h tgood fo r tu n e  i s  a n n o y in g  o t h e r  p e o p le  b e s id e s  Hokoku f a m i l i e s .R e a c t io n  to  M y e r 's  V i s i t

",From Mr. Myer's v i s i t  i t  doesn't took as i f  we're going to be gushed out o f here 
by January 1. I t  seems as i f  he doesn't intend to gut on the gressu re ."

"Peogie are also saying that they heard a broadcast over the radio that nobody 
from Tule Lake w ill  be drafted^ i f  they go out. But the geogle don't believe i t y 
they say i t ' s  grcgaganda to get us to go o u t."C o n fir m a tio n  o f  R e n u n c ia tio nM rs. A id a  th e n  a sk e d  me when p e o p le  were g o in g  t o  h e a r  from  th e  D ep artm en t o f  J u s t i c e  t h a t  t h e i r  r e n u n c ia t io n s  were a c c e p te d . She s a i d :" I  don't think anybody has gotten an aecegtanee o f  th eir  renunciation yet  (e x c e p t th e  Hokoku) ."

" I  think there are going to be a lot going out. Aren’ t  they going out already? 
They know the war i s  going to la st a long time now. "

"We heard a broadcast from Jay an. I t  says that the geogle are to gregare fo r  a 
20 years' war. So the geogle here sayy 'That's the best gart o f  your l i f e ! '  The

i f  we did go back. We're not very important. "
"The broadcast was made about a month ago. "

"Besides the geogle are getting tired  o f this glace. ". "Japan says s h e 'l l  move to Manchuria and continue to fig h t . "

" I f  Germany ever f a l l s i t ' s  going to be a t e r r i f ic  fig h t . I 'd  hate to see Germany 
go down. "M rs. A i d a 's  G i r l s '  C lu b

"We're going on a hike to Castle Rock."  M rs. A id a  s a i d  th e  Jo s h i- d a n  w asn 1t  b o th e r  in g  h e r  anym ore. A f r i e n d  p r e s e n t  ad d ed , "But they certainly talk about you3 behind 
your back. " M rs. A id a  s h r u g g e d .

th e  b u s in e s s  o f  K ir a  g o in g  to  C r y s t a l  C i t y  was £ r e t t y  b a d . E v i d e n t l y ,  th e  K ir a ^ s /

R e lo c a t io n

broadcast also sa id  that the chances o f  an exchange boat i s  going to be very small.
As fo r  we here -  we're convinced -  we fe e l that we couldn't do very much fo r  our country


