


* MINUTES AND flNDINfcS 0? THS MEETING 0F THE
; PROTESTANT CHURCH COMISSION EOH JAPANESE SERVICE

| . . • |

January 11-12, 1945 San Francisco and Berkeley, California

The meetings of the Commission immediately followed the Confere nce on 
Interracial Cooperation which was held under the auspices of the  Pacific Coast Com�
mittee on American Principles and Fair Play, in the Palace Hotel,  San Francisco, 
January 10-11, 1945. This Conference was attended b y the representatives of the,in�
terested Federal agencies, and of a large number of ee Fvice oĵ ganizaiiione*including 

the Frotafitânt Commission.

The publication of the following minutes was delayed in the hope  that 
they might accompany the report of the Conference, but as a full report of this Con�
ference is*yet to be issued, these minutes will refer to the findings »and recom�
mendations of the Conference in so far, as they wer e implemented by actions of the 

Commission. ■ 'w Itr*/' , ' , ...

ATTENDANTS: -
Members

Royal H. Fisher (Baptist) , Chairman 
Frank Herron Smith (Methodist)
W. Carl Nugent (Evangelical Reformed)
Galen M. Fisher (YMCA)
Clarence &iliett (Congregational Christian) 
James' Sugioka (Disciples)
Go rman Y’ • Doub 1 e day ( F ri ends)
Kojiro Unoura (Japanese Committee)
Ralph W. Bayless (American Bible Society) 
Clyde J. Burnett (Free Methodist)

Observers
George E . Rundquist (Rese111 ement Com.) 
Sohei Kowta (Poston)
Ernest N. Chapman (Utah)
Robert'T. Brownscombe (No. California

Church Cp.uncil)
Walter Groesbeck (Eree Methodist)
Eiji Kawamorita (Topaz)
Shungnak Luke Kim (Korean Church)
Galen Rose (Disciples)
Ann Larson (Office Secretary)

Gordon K, Chapman (Presbyterian).Executive Secretary

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OCCASION

The War Department issued a proclamation on December 1?, 1944 revoking 
the orders excluding persons of Japanese ancestry from the Pacific Coast military 
area; this to be effective from January 2, 1945. Th e Commission rejoices in this, 
lifting of restrictions on loyal persons of Japanes e ancestry, and trusts that many 
will find it possible to return to their former homes and occu pations. We stand 
ready to serve returning evacuees who need assistance  of any kind.

The WRA announced that it hoped to have all relocati on centers closed by 
January, 1946; no centers to be closed earlier than six months  or later than twelve; 
three months notibe to be given.in every case. The Com mission, as in the past, will 
continue to serve the churches and residents ofythe r elocation centers until such 

time as they.-are closed, v

MINUTES AND MEMORANDUM -

Copies of the minutes of the meeting of October 30-31, 19 44 haying been 
furnished to all members of the Commission and to the constitu ent agencies, they

were found correct and ordered filed*.
The attention of all interested agencies is called to the Mem orandum of 

leuteraber 21, 1944, as finally amended at the meeting of Octob er 30-31, 1944, whicn 
suggests policies to be followed- in connection with coo perative work in relocation 
areas and on the Pacific Coast as Japanese, dhurch work is reope ned.

The executive secretary reported that he had received cer�
tain communications from Dr. Mark A, Dawber concerni ng t̂Lo_ 
wojk-.of the Commission, especially in view of the reopen ing 
of tbe West Coast ahl the prospective return of evacuees.

COMMUNICATIONS' FROM 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF 
HOME MISSIONS COUNCIL
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As the Home Missions Council- was holding its annual'meeting at Atla ntic 
City from January 8th to 12th, it was decided- to send  the following telegram to the 
Councili nCommission unanimous that the coming twelve-month period is  crucial in 
the solution of the evacuation problem. -Functions: First, co ordinate'church plans 
in the newly opened West Coast and continue same in alre ady settled areas; second, 
promote integration into churòh and ctomnfùôitÿ-‘life'; third’ , effect nationwide-re�
settlement-; fourth, assist Fair Play Commit tee- i nstitute local unity dbinmittefes; 
fifth, personalized counseling center people Compelled to relocate  ̂within‘"1945; * 
sixth, serve center- churches struggling With'probl ems of reduced leadership.1’* «-

Thé- Japanese* representatives-present reported that they had sent the fol�
lowing telegrafi to the Home Missions Council: ”We Japanese delegateselo the special 
conference on the future of church work in California ask y our body for the fullest 
support of the Protestant Commission, who se services are keenly  needed in this 

critical period,” '

SERVICES TO" " As 'the-process of relocation continues, it -  is obvious that the
RELOCATION CENTERS center churches will be more and more  handicapped by a steady

reduction in leadership. The Commission and its constituent 
agencies are prepared to aid churches which are endeavoring to  carry on an adequate 
program with insufficient’workers; i.e., with: f * • . .

« r 1. Hegular visitation on a definite assignment basis of C ommission mem�
bers for personalized counseling !of evacuees conce rning resettlement problems, and 
special service to center churches. The ‘chairman o f ohe of the cfenter church coun�
cils said:’ ’’I' think' ’this service is very neces sary, because the center residents, 
do not hkVe, the knowledge of the outside which isr:needed ,' and a t ’the same time 
people on the outside cannot”- grasp what is going on in the centers/ and ‘it is there�
fore necessary to have- an exchange of ideas from those who can' go' ih and out,» - » - ■

2f  Enlistment-bf preachers and' specialists from consti tuent denominations 
for pulpit supply and help with special programs, especially fo r Nisei'groups, *

3, Coordination of' the sefvice of missionari-Workers, ■
4, In coopération with thé National Intercollegiate Christian Association,

the Commission will again secure student and teacher volunteer w orkers to assist the 
centers in furnishing adequate programs for the summer months of 1945, I f ifRA . 
schools are to close after June, 1945, this service will be o f even greater impor�
tance than was the case last ‘year. Already s'évên'  centers have requested a total of 
forty-five workers for the summer bf 1945 in the following ac tivities: YMCA and 
YWCA, DVBS, Church and Sunday School, music (including choir and community singing), 
recreation, handicrafts, athletics, camping, scout activities, arts and crafts, « 
club work, organizing and: directing leadership groups, g roup activities for young * 
people and adults, dramatics, needlework, Bible' and l eadership training, and so forth. 
(See Minutes of October 30-31, 1944, pages 3,4,)'" '* " *’*■  -

5, Acting as a liaison agency between center churches and t hose in reloca�
tion areas; i,e., (l) follow-up of settlers aild assi sting with integration; (2) se�
curing case histories of families desiring the aid of Caucasi an churches in their.re�
settlement; (3) enlisting former friends on behalf of r eturnees,* with the aid of 
lists being furnished by the evacuees,

6, Assistance in securing needed equipment and supplies -:f or center church

programs,
7* Furnishing infornatioh to evacuees in the centers and  in relocation 

areas concerning conditions on the West Coast,' Messr s, Galen Fisher-, Gorman 
Doubleday, and Gordon Chapman.were designated as a*bommittee to p repare bulletins 
answering questions sent in by center churches 'and  others, and giving information 
and counsel from time to time*

: (

The center churches are requested to keep the Commission informed1 of the.xr 
changing needs and special desires in connection with the vi sitation of .representa�
tives' of constituent denominations and agencies* Su ch representatives are urged to 
notify the Commission office aé soon as possible of the avai lability of themselves 
and others who may wish to participate in this service . It is only as this office
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has information concerning prospective center and relocation area visitati on itiner�
aries that undue overlapping and wasteful effort can he avoided*

.While the responsibility of the Commission, as such,has been,  primarily in, 
the relocation centers, its members as individuals have also b een heavily involved 
iïi the interests of the evacuees as t,hey relocate,. and  also in all phases of the 
resettlement problem# Thus it is rather,difficult to di fferentiate clearly between 
chî rch work and other activities, as we.have sought to ,minister to the complete 
need of the eyacue.es« , -

% §
SERVICES TO v .The Commission, .together with other servic e agencies, is pre-
RÊTUÎîNING-, EVACUEES pared to render whatever assistance may b e needed to secure

' V. ...   the effective integration of returnees into n ormal community
life on the pacific Coast» However.,t,in order to av oid wasteful, overlapping-, it, is 
very necessary to take due cognizance of the fact that Federal an d state govern�
ment agencies ..are also serving the. r-turnees, without ¿discrimin ation* Assurance 
has been given that the basic rights of- the evacue es will be upheld and full pro�
tection .has been promised by the law enforcement age ncies* ; The Interracial Con�
ference heard reports of the available facilities of these age ncies, and took note 
of t̂ e. .points where supplementary help is needed. Members  of jthe Commission par�
ticipated in this conference and heartily, concurre d in. the various findings and , 
recommendations whifch are to" be passed on to those co ncerned; it being understood 
that,,the organizations represented were to further implement the recomm endations*

1* WRA ASSISTANCE ' This agency of the Federal Government will cont inue to.assist
evacuees „ in. relocation, both on the. Pacific Coast and in other 

parts,of the United States* ^ull travel funds will be fu rnished, and, where nec�
essary, additional, assistance of $25 per person,- though not more than $100 per- 
family. This amount is considered inadequate by many, an d it is hoped £hat.it can 
be increased. Moveable property will also be transported rto the point of reloca�
tion, when the distance exceeds twenty-five,miles. The se services are to be avail�
able for ..three months after thé relocation centers are.close d* although such assis�
tance will only be'rendered for two months after an evacuee has re-turned* The Com�
mission decided to express to WRA the conviction that su ch assistance, including 
legal help, ought to be extended to six months* While WRA has  at all times. fur�
nished legal advice to evacuees, it has not represented them in  court. It was the 
opinion of the Conference that litigation ought to be, carried on in behalf of evacv 
uees by Government attorneys, at least in connection with p roperty assistance, on 
the theory that their property came into jeopardy.t hrough an act of the Government.

2. ASSISTANCE OF a. DEPENDENCY CASES: With the cooperation of the Social Se- _
OTHER AGENCIES curity Board and other service agencies, a sound  program has ,

been worked out for the care of the old, the blind, t he deaf, 
orphans, and*so on. The welfare officers of the cen ters will ascertain the wants 
and needs of each family or individual and, refer these to the welfare offices in 
the communities to which the people go; the Social Security Boa rd to provide ad�
ditional assistance where needed, While further help of this nat ure, from privateer 
church agencies,will doubtless be needed in many of  these cases, it is difficult to 
make definite plans at this time. The services of county a nd state health depart�
ments, the public Health Service, the Children's Bu reau, with its maternity service 
for.the wives of service men, and so on, will be available for r eturnees.

b* HOUSING is the most difficult of all problems to solve , es�
pecially in such 11 tight areas" as San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Seattle, where 
buildings formerly occupied by Japanese, are now utili zed by war workers of other 
minority groups. While in the case of those, who se cure jobs in war projects some 
provision will doubtless be made, by the Housing Au thority, others who do not have 
homes of their own will require special assistance* The H ousing Authority is 
limited both in funds and in materials for new housing, a nd vflthout special Congres�
sional appropriations, little can be done*. .The Co mmission concurs in urging the 
Government agencies concerned- to make some special  provision for additional housing 
which would be made , available for returnees* _-
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(1) Members of the: Commission: reported that plans are a.l- 
ready on foot to utilize some of the Japanese church b uildings and other church pro�
perties as temporary hostels, with à Caucasian in resi dence,or members of a Caucasian 
committee prominently Visible, in connection with each,. The se hostels would chiefly 
accommodate the heads or representatives of families as they  return in advance to 
prepare the way for others to follow. The executive  secretary was instructed to 
prepare a list of all church property available for  this purpose, especially where 
plans are already in process«. The hope was also expressed th at JfRA would open hos�

tels at needy points*
- * • ',‘ » • ( �) The sugge-stion was also made that we urge the WR A-o.r

other Government agencies to set up work camps such as have be en in use at Caldwell 
and<Fyssa, Idaho, or else to; utilize, some of the camps built for migrant workers.
With such provision, returnees could make permanent arrangements fo r employment and

housing while in residence, , ; .
« 1 ,( �) Private service agencies are giving special attention

to “this problem, and have already provided some housing , »
: " c, LOANS;' While, the WRA is not planning-loana  to anyone, these

can be arranged,.without discrimination, either from F ederal o t  private agencies*
Rural rehabilitation loans to farmers group service .or oper ating^ loans * fannpur- 
chasè loans (very limited) are available for Japane se Americans without discrimina�
tion. Payments of the Agricultural Adjustment Agency for agricultural  conservation 
and increased war production 'can also be secured. • The faqilities of the e^er 
Land Bank are available as before; as also the prog ram of the Agricultural Extension

Service, ' ' '  “ - ■ ; " • ; • . - h

Church agencies.can be of great assistance to those who have special pro�
blems in connection with re-establishment in business on% the Coást, especially by ̂  
utilizing thè help of .sympathetic Christian laymen who have experien ce in the Various

occupations, - >V ■ ’ . ' , , ,, «
■ ' •' d, EMPLOYMENT; »Assurance has been given that, the facilities ox

the War Manpower Commission and the United States E mployment Service will be ex�
tended to Japanese Americans; with, labor unions also.coope rative. The Commission 
member's, concurred in the following resolutions: (1) . That evacuees be discouraged 
from-Under-cutting.wage standards or accepting,a type of work, wh ich is below yneir 
ability. (2) That a Fair Employment, Practices Act be  set up to prevent discrimina�
tion in employment, (3). That all government agencies be ask ed to reinstate public 
employees of Japanese descents (4) That we encourage evacuees t o stay on the job, 
even in the face of threats, thus allowing .time to organiz e support among friends 
and law-enforcement agencies, : The Commission took action to suggestt nat WHA dis�
seminate information that the threatened danger of war workers refusing to  work with 
Japanese is a bluff, as they cannot quit under prese nt War Manpower reflations.
Many friendly citizens in California are.making job offers through members of t e 
Commission, which ai*e being matched with job requests from the centers.

It is nqw very evident that private agencies* such as the churches, w i n  
have to render service in all of the above fields* a nd this involves considerable 

liaison responsibility fov the Commission*

COORDINATION OF In view of the aggressive nature of th e activity of the
2NTIRRAGIAL PROGRAMS Japanese forces -on the; Coast, it was  felt that the time had

come to be mbre -active and courageous, in the progr afti on be�
half of fair play for all minorities. While a large number o f agencies are Vita, y 
interested, and borne have definite plans te serve ret urnees,, there is grave danger 
that there will be serious overlapping of effort and; some los s through misdirectio 
unless provision can be made for proper coordinatio n. Members of the Commission 
concurred in a recommendation to the executive committee o f the Committee on Ameritar. 
Principles and Pair Play that its organization be ex panded to become the coordina�
ting agency to cover the interests of ’all racial,, cult ural, and intei-creedal group., 
on the Coast; that this Committee he a more widely repr esentative group, or de ego. 
body with an enlarged staff for field work; that it serv e the purposes of dissemin�
ating information, of stimulating and planning community and.grou p action. It wa 
also recommended that each community be encouraged to organize an over-all committee



** 5 *’*

of* understanding which would include well-thought- of citizens from all walks of life 
labor, capital, business, religion, and so on - to study the problem of racial dis�
crimination from two angles: (1) individual cases o f discrimination that may ea 
to major tensions if unchecked; (2) program of educ ation leading to action on behait

of minorities like the Japanese* v> . ' • ■ ' ,
The Commission approved, and voted to encourage its  mémbers tô^oxier tneir 

services to the Committee, on American principles a nd.Fair Play in connection, with its 
program for developing coordination of inter—racial  activities and cultivating acccp 
tance in the various communities on the Coast, with  special reference^ to Japanese re 
turnees; and that such members of the Commission co operate heartily with whatever 
other persons may be enlisted by the Pair play Comm ittee in executing this program.
The executive secretary.was instructed to draw up a  list of the members of .the Com�
mission who are in a position to help in the above. program as they visit * va ï*i ous 
communities in connection with their own denominati onal work,

THE FUTURE OF THÉ . There is already general agreement concerning the  principles
JAPANESE CHURCH WORK and policies which .'shall guide the ..constituent denominations
OH THE PACIFIC COAST . in. working out satisfactory arrangements for church work on.

behalf of returning evacuees ( see,,Statement of Po licies of ;* 
the Home Missions Council on .Administration of Jap anese Work and the'Protestant 
Church Commission, December 15, 1943; also Memorand um on Cooperation in Japanese.
Work, September 21, 1944, etc.) In view of. the fac t that return is imminent, thq - 
discussion in the Commission meeting had chiefly tç  do with the proper implementing 
of these principles in practical situations. • The following represents the general 
concensus of opinion of the members of the Commissi on:.  ̂ Y

1. Integration of people of Japanese ancestry into membership and active
participation in Caucasian .churches is still the i deal* Caucasian churches in the 
communities where evacuees are likely to return are  therefore urged to be prepared 
to provide church homes for these people. -

2. While it is inevitable thàt some segregated deno minational Japanese 
churches will be. reestablished, such action should  be approached with the greatest 
care lest cooperative arrangements be put into jeop ardy and the progress of integra�
tion be hindered. And while it will doubtless ¿be n ecessary ^o provide meetings of
a religious or social nature which will' have a pre dominance of persons of Japanese 
descent in attendance, it is of the utmost importan ce in every case to encourage a 

large degree of Caucasian participation.
3. Y The same fine spirit of unity and inter-denominational cooperation .  

which has been so characteristic of church life in the relocation centers w ill doubt�
less continue, especially when we are agreed as to the value of mutual con sultation.
In connection with the relocation of workers or the  reopening of work, it was decided 
that each member of the Commission who is administr atively-concerned with Japanese, 
church work will immediately consult bÿ letter, if not face to face, with all members 
of the Commission, and especially with those who ma y be concerned in that locality. \

/Also, before arriving at a final decision, he shou ld.take pains to confer fully with 
local church or ministers’ councils in such localit ies, so as to place the burden of 

vcooperation squarely, on the local Caucasien churc hes. *  Japanese
4. It was agreed that it would be advisable for som e ablb/pastors to come 

to the West Coast in advance of most of. their peop le and act as liaison agents be�
tween them and the locality to which they are expec ting to return. Such workers 
should regard themselves as responsible to serve th e interests of all Returnees, with�
out respect to denomination or religion. In communi tiés where-more than.one denomin�
ation has been concerned, it is understood that, in  the earlier stages* at least, seg�
regated meetings, if any, should be of an inter-den ominatiorial character.

The Methodist superintendent reported that within t hree months workers 
would be placed in the following six localities: Se attle-Tacoma, Portland,Sacramento- 

Loomis-Florin, Fresno-Liviiigston, Oakland, and Los  Angeles. The Presbyterians have 
plans to place ministers in several Presbyterial ar eas where they will serve as fie^d 
workers, i.e. : San Francisco, San Jose (Monterey B ay Area), Sacramento—Stockton, Sar 
Joaquin, and Los Angeles. As it'is not expected tha t other denominations will be as�
signing ministers to these areas, at least for some  time, it is the understanding
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that these workers will serve the interests of all in effecting;integ^ation into 
local churches, especially in communities*where sev eral denominations are concerned*

In the interests of integration and a closer fellowship of service, it  is 
hoped that West Coast Caucasian churches will follo w'the. good example.of those in 
the Middlewest and ISast,and call ministers 6f  Japanese ancestry to pastorates, assis�
tant and assdciate pastorates,of Caucasian churches, and also'utilize their services 
on staffs of church extension hoards, social service inst itutions, and so on,

5. It was.the considered judgment of members of' the Commission tha t it would 
he .emphatically unwise to reorganize the Japanese church  federations and other seg�
regated inter-church bodies at this time. It would be best for all ministers and 
workers of Japanese ancestry to take their places in the r egular denominational and 
inter-denominational organizations, and serve on the same basis as Caucasian 
ministers, ,, *

PERSONNEL . 1, TULELAKEAND CRYSTAL CITY: While vari ous possibilities have been cah- 
PROBLEMS vassed, it has been impossible to secure the reinforcements requested for 

these two needy fields, (see Minutes of October 30-31, 19 44, page 6.) ..
2, The Minidoka Federated Christian Church has deci ded that it does not need the ser�
vices of Miss ®uth Forsburg as its office secretary .,(Minutes,-October 30-31,1944).
3, TRANSFERS: O.

The Reverend Sohei Kowta: from Poston to Los Angele s, .where he will act aŝ  field 
representative of the Presbytery, and have charge of a h ostel.

The Reverend Johh Yamashita: from Chicago to Oakland, where he will have charge 
of the hostel# • r

The Reverend Ffahk Omij. from Tulelake to Des Moine s, Iowa ■ ■ , ■ ■
Mr, Yoshia Tsujimoto: from Poston to Houghton College, < ' -
The Reverend H# G, Bovenkerk: from Manzanar t‘o Mich igan
Dr, J* V, Martin: from Denver to Palo. Alto,- California • , v- ,.

■ . - ' The Reverend and Mrs, Howard D* Hannaford: • ¡from Chicago to Syria 
Adj, and Mrs, A, I chi da: from Manzanar to Cleveland , Ohio 
The Reverend J, A# Kashitani: f rom‘Manzanar \to Phi ladelphia 
The Reverend Joseph K, Tsukamoto: from Topaz to Spqkan e* Wn,

4, DEATHS: We regret to announce the passing away of the Reverend 3, H. Terasawa on 
January 31, 1945, at Topaz, Utah# . ■ < : ,  , .

COMMISSION It was Voted to commission the Sight Rev erend C, S% Reifsnider to
REPRESENTATION ' represent the Protestant Commission as he ha s occasion to meet with 
‘IN TEH3EAST groups in important communities in the  Middlewest and East, and to

carry to them advice and counsel concerning relocation and th e re�
turn of persons of Japanese ancestry to the West Coast* *

PUBLICITY The executive secretary announced that the thre e-reel, 16mm color film, 
’’Barriers and Passes,” depicting life in the relocation cen ters and ex�

periences of relocation, prepared.1 by Dr, Frederic k Thorne, is now available for 
loaning* Two copies are available at 228 McAllister Street, San Francisco, and can 
be borrowed through the Commission office; other copies,can be obtai ned in Presby�
terian Depositories throughout the country* - ¡«.

Mr, W# Carl Nugent reported that the visual education expert of t he 
Evangelical Reformed Church had taken a number of sterioptic.' ui slides and moving 
pictures at Topaz which would also be available for loan pu rposes,

RESETTLEMENT The Commission.was delighted to have Mr, Geo.pge  i:!undquist, Executive 
COMMITTEE Secretary of the Committee on Japanese Am erican Resettlement, present

at its meeting. He was-.‘of great assistance in giving wise counsel in 
connection with resettlement problems^- We are glad  to know that he will remain on 
the West Coast through February and assist the Fair Play Comm ittee in organizing 
local committees in the various communities#

Gordon K, Chapman 
Executive Secretary
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� �  HSPÒBfS Oï ESPE2SÉ1TIATITES- '

A number of individuals who had recently visited communities o n the pacific 
Coast and.some of the more Important relocation area s gave interesting reports of 
their observations,' These included Messrs,. Beyal H* Fish er, Joseph.K. Tsukamoto, 
Galen Fisher, C. S.’ Belfsnider, Baym.ond Bopth, So hei WKowta, John YamazAki., Gordon. 
Chapman, J. K. Fukushima,- Jutaro Yokoi, W. Carl Nu gent, Masao Satow, F.W.ileckelman,
Ko j irò Uhcfura, and Mrs, Gracia Booth, Mrs, Ellen burn er, ..Miss Esther Bhoads, and. , 
others, VSpace does not permit the printing of these r eports in full, and only the' , 
principal.points are given, below,- .In order to incre ase the usefulness of this ma�
terial it is, as far 'as possible,- classified Under subject head ings. Use is also, 
made of the: very helpful reports compiled by Mr. D onald, Toriumi in connection-with 
his visits -to - a .number of resettlement communit ies in the Middle West and East, -’It 
is to be understood'that the reports¡represent the opinions  of individuals, and do 
not necessarily .reflect the .Views of the Conferen ce' ;as a whole,

- v* • .. . A. The Pacific Coast ’

Beturn to the pacific Goa-st was’'characterized as. gradua l, .with iiifil- 
BETUBN tration quite slow in most communidiesv ; T,?hi le there are certain na�

tural. reasons for this lag,f?such.; as the fact that many-families .afe 
awaiting the closing of the...relocation center'bch ools_V there are other causes which 
are more significant;«:’/ -Thé&ë';4̂ blhjie.fc.̂ amon g others, f ear., qf .-the,- anti-Japanese fofces, 
lack of signs of community;''ac'céptâhce'r-in certa in areas, housing diff iculties, etc,

Att ent ioh was- calle d to the f act that there].a re'a.mpo'f̂ tah'tf,- communi ties ' 
'OPPOSITION in which to date opposition is still exceed ingly strong..and‘the. pro--.

■" , r , .-blem if securing a reasonable degree of public acceptance^-ih’ -diffi- * •
cult, .Thé anti-return forces have held very vocal meetings an d staged aggressive 
demonstrations. Their* tactics have become somewhat  modified, however*; ..as is wit- *' 
nessed to by the new name of an. organization now widely  ̂p romoted as ..the "California 
Preservation League.11 The oppisition of the shippe r-growers in the Salinas Talley, 
while quiet, is almost.all-prevailing, Boycotts are t hreatened in a few commuhi.ties 
against not only the evacuees but. -also those who ren ew business relationships with 
evacuees. In Southern California nthe chief economic problem has to . do with the 
wholesalers and nurserymen, who are organized.11 In  Spokane there is opposition to 
granting business licenses,;/eveu to Nisei. Insurance co mpanies have "threatened to 
cancel policies when tenants afe replaced by Japanese ovmers, and car insurance has 
been refused. This has lejd'sopie of the banks to r efuse loans. Contrary to a former, 
favorable report, the Coastr- Guard and Navy hâve,-as ■ yet«refused to permit Japanese 
fishermen to resume operations.,.* ’ ’ . ■ . ...
ABMY ^One ©f' thé greatest- obstacles to securing a cceptance ̂ for returning
ATTITUDE evacuees is the fact that the Western Defens e Command,- having re-:
scinded the evacuation order, haa’. done and s&qd littl e or nothing, to. affect the pub�
lic mind. In wartime thé public depends upon the Army for wor d on matters pertain�
ing to enemy aliens, and therefore looks to the .Army ito  ‘call the truie1'-as .regards 
the return of evacuees, .Thef'WDC'/on the Coast is cohsërvàtive, . and its policy seems 
to be to ':,play uafe.1 to' the. limit. Therefore, unless pressed'by the higher‘offices 
in Washington it will 'do nothing." The Committee on American Princi ples and Fair Plsy 
has been exerting pressure,at; this point, and it i s hoped that the WDC will’ <see fit 
to reassure the public on - the West Coast with reg ard to the. .return of evacuees. 
COOPTATI?*’ .Several wii'neésês reported that there h as been a-decided improvement 
Ff f o b I'S  * in public ̂ opinion, so that the people are on th e whole friendly.

"The opposition is now more subdued, and only a- few cran ks are now „at 
work." "Public acceptance ' throughout Southern Cal ifornia is sufficient for anyone 
who is willing for the moment "to forget the individual in stances, 'such as might hap�

pen to anybody," ‘ ' * . ' .
With opposing groups now posing as preservers of the State , prominent citi�

zens in many communities have been willing to unite in making practical plans to ren�
der needed services to returning evacuees. "A breakthrough is com ing in connection 
with the nursery trade in Southern California, wher e Jewish nurserymen have stated 
that they 'want to do the square thing;1 literally a cas e of one minority helping

� � 2 � �



another# The conviction t os  expressed that “inctiran«© companies will see that b y 
taking reinsurance on Japanese risk# the problem ca n be settled, although they may 
also charge additional.premiums for the extra risk of Japanese p roperty.11 The 
Spokane Committee is seeking a test case in'the matter of business licenses, and 
Denver already has one. '

“The Governor of California-has gone out in proper and executi ve fash- 
STATE ion on behalf of fair treatment for evacuees# . Among the most helpful
GOVERNMENT State agencies has been the Attorney Genera lfs office, which has gone

out of its way to be fair. The address of the Attor ney General to 
the sheriffs has been reprinted and distributed in considerable number s. It was a 
most forthright and challenging pronouncement. The pfess has ^played the game in im�
plementing the statements of both the Governor and the Att orney General.”

'̂Inquiries are frequently received concerning the attitude of return- 
VETEPAN ing veterans toward the Japanese whom they fi nd here. The best reply
ATTITUDE * to service clubs which ask this question  is to take as guests for the

day Nisei soldiers wearing the Purple Heart and other decora tions,
, and also if possible Caucasian soldiers recently ret urned from 

overseas. We have found that men who have been in the comba t zones have lost all 
race prejudice.”

”0ne of the points which emerged from the January Confer ence on In- 
LOCAL ter-racial Cooperation . held in San Erancisco,  was that instead of
COMMITTEES forming committees for helping only Japanese , these-committees should

be broadened to'include efforts on behalf of ail mi nority groups, but 
should have sections which would focus upon. Japanese  problems#” This pattern is now 
being followed in such centers of population as San Era ncisco, San Jose, Spokane, 
Eresno, Sacramento, Stockton, and so on. . Such com mittees ,are usually known as Coun�
cils for Civic Unity or Inter-racial Committees, and i n some cases function directly 
under the local church councils# In several communiti es, such as Auburn, California, 
where there are a number of friendly forces, the situa tion; has become politically in�
volved, and thus while some of the citizens who are  friendly to the Japanese are 
glad to work as individuals on their behalf, they hesi tate.to organize committees.
The same applies to some of the leaders in Tulare C ounty, who are willing to help 
evacuees in re-establishing themselves, bht feel that an organized  committee would 
only prejudice their efforts# The- Japanese formerly resid ent in this.area have a 
reputation for good behavior, and thus there are many citizens who are prepared to 
cooperate. In some of the larger communities where the re were several Japanese 
churches prior to evacuation, the united ministry plan m ight well be followed, with 
services being rendered under the direction of the local chu rch councils# Local 
committees have been active in the field of public opinion and the fostering.of com�
munity acceptance for the evacuees and in arranging  for reception and housing facili�
ties, and the way is being prepayed for re-integration  of returning evacuees# How�
ever, even in the. most favorable communities there are seriou s problems yet to be 

solved.
“Parallel to other efforts, there must be a more effective publicity 

EDUCATION campaign to counteract misinformation, arid the g eneral public should
NEEDED be further educated. The Committee on Pair Play is now trying to find

a professional expert to secure nationwide publicity, as a ce rtain ex�
pert did in the case of the Palace Hotel Conference  in January. Eunds have been al- ■ 
located to support such an undertaking on a modest scale for four or five months. 
Also, two or three full-time field workers are needed who are coupetent and tactful, 
to do what Mrs. Turner of the Council on Race Relat ions and several members of the 
Commission have been doing.”

Several of the denominations are already bringing back some o f their most com�
petent ministers of Japanese descent to act as contact men b etween the returning 
evacuees and Caucasian communities. Efforts are also bei ng made to recruit select 
families for return to certain communities where th ere is still serious opposition# 
These families “would act as guinea pigs, facing with patience a nd courage the op�
position, ostracism, employment difficulties, and other problems which mig ht be en�
countered, and thus attempt to open the way for the e ventual return of others#”
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One of the-most difficult problems in the situation  is that of housr- 
HOUSIHG ing, especially in ajs&g which  are now overcrowded because of war in�

dustries. Thè Committee on Fair- Play has been focusing attention.on 
certain areas such as San Francisco and Marin Counfy and has collected detailed in�
formation which has been laid before the Federal Housing Authority in Was hington* It
is evident that the only way to break ;ne deadlock is by tremendous local pressure,
especially in districts where there are war industr ies and a considerable number of 
resettlers. About six thousand housing units are needed to do the  job in the Los 
Angeles area alone. WEA 11 cannot obtain housing from people w ho now own.property, 
because they decline to rent to public assistance agencies. Th e long-range housing 
problem cannot be met unless we are given more tools with which t o work.»

'»Hostels are needed for the i;look around* period,  but not so many as some esti�
mate. There is a theory that if a large number of p eople are stranded in hostels 
their plight, and the reaction of the community, will caus e pressure to be brought 
on Washington. However, it is an undesirable technique to en courage such a situa�
tion in order to obtain additional housing. If we are to  do the job in an orderly 
fashion, and not use the predicament of persons, we  will need hostel space for only 
about five hundred people in the Los Angeles area. This sp ace should be scattered 
in small units, rather than concentrated in large ones. For oider p eople and in�
valids who need.domiciliary care, a few places are also needed. In this connection, 
Japanese who own their own homes can share them wit h others, as there is practically

nothing to rent.» . ' '
Most of the buildings available fox use. as hostels are prop erties formerly used 

by the Japanese churches. These-often include not only t he sanctuary»edifice‘itself, 

but also a mans© and a religious 'educationf.building, which are' easily  adaptaole for 
hostel purposes. Practically all' of the denominatio ns are* prepared to lend their 
buildings for this purpose if needfed. :The.Methodists haver announced that eleven of 
their church buildings are now'open and can-provide terirpofary lodgi ngs for returning 
evacuees, without regard to religious affiliation. Seven other churches will be 

' opened for evacuee service in May or June. Ho.meals are, furnished, although cooper�
ative-kitchen facilities are available in most of t hese churches. (See page 10 for

list of churches.)
Other denominations and agencies are working on simila r plans. "One of the 

best examples is the Evergreen Hostel.in Los Angeles, which occupie s a. building 
loaned for the purpose by the Presbyterian Church, t he project being a joint one 
with the American Friends Service Committee. As many  as eighty-six guests have been 
accommqdated in one night, although sixty is a more de sirable number. The aim is to 
provide an inexpensive place,-with a-quiet and friendl y atmosphere, where returning 
evacuees can make their adjustment, to the new situ ation under the leao.ing of the 
Spirit of God. Notices of job opportunities are posted,  help is given in contacting 
the right persons, and local churches make contacts  here. While guests have stayed 
as long as three’weeks, six and one half days is th e average stay. Caucasian parti�
cipation is encouraged and over 100 individuals, chiefly st udents, have served in 
work groups - scrubbing floors, painting,, etc. Thi s helps to make desirable contacts

and creates good will. • v
WPA has recently completed arrangements under which equipm ent such as cots, mat- 

resses, and kitchen utensils surplus to the needs of the relocation centers can be 
made available on a loan basis to approved hostels in the We st Coast States. In ad�
dition, WEA is constantly working oh the housing problem fr om a number of other 
angles.
W.p.A. a  representative of WBA stated, "It is only as relocati on becomes an
FBIFATE indigenous thing in the life of the communi ty that it will stand the
AGENCIES test of the storms that will come later. T his thought has prompted

the planning of the WRA as it has worked closely wi th other organiza�
tions. In other words, WRA has simply been the hired man to get a job done rathe r 
than to do the job, and has therefore encouraged other agencies to carry the job.
The Church certainly would top the list of organizations tha t should continue to do 
that sort of thing. There are certain things, howev er, that have to be done in the- 
way of administration and techniques which WP.A does not feel it should ask other 

people to do."
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ttTh^ dcmmitt«<* on Pair Play and ethers have found that it. is very important to 
help ÏÏPA by encouraging public demand that it step out and take the initiative. WPA 
should, not only be ready to help -when ¿ailed upon,  but should take a more aggressive 
attitude toward the other federal agencies, pressing them to make loans, furnish 
more adequate housing and jobs, and so on. In all t hese lines it is quite evident 
that the federal agency primarily looked to by settlers a nd the public is WRA.”

"The Committee on American principles and Pair Play has gone thr ough 
PAIR PLAY several stages of activity, i.e., recruit ing members and,organizing
COMMITTEE chapters in various cities, and then sponsoring counter-propaganda

through printed materials, conferences and meetings , etc. Active con�
tacts have been maintained with federal and state agenci es, and pressure has been 
brought to bear with a view to securing more adequate  assistance from these agencies! 
Cooperation between the Fair Play Committee and the Protestant Chur ch Commission, to�
gether with the church councils, has been very close, wit h Mr. M en Fisher acting 
as liaison agent*

T The American Council on Race Relations, under the  leadership of Mr*
_, ~ x„' g* Laurence I. Eewes, has opened a branch office  on the Pacific Coast
H A t - pH A r. : T «*■  *

- ' " and is focusing on evacuee problems. This agenc.y ha s set,up a very
wise and vigorous program, and has been doing conce ntrated work on public opinion 
in certain areas, utilizing the services of Mrs. Ellen Turner and  others.

Since the reopening of the West Coast, the Protestant Church Comm is- 
PROTESTANT sion through its representatives has devoted mu ch attention to com-
ÇOMMISSIQÏT munities- in this area, especially thos e where there has been Japanese 

church work in the past. While the members of the Commission have 
also been acting on "behalf of their respective denomina tions and agencies, the in�
terests of the whole cause have always been uppermo st. The activities of the Com�
mission nn the Pacific Coast may be summarized in part a s follows: (a) Meetings , 
with church councils and federations, comity commissi ons, and ministers’ associa�
tions, all with a view to assisting them to minister, most e ffectively to returning 
evacuees. (k) Helping to organize countywide or loc al committees, especially in 
the rural areas where there is no active church cou ncil, inter-racial committee, or 
unity committee in existence* While the effort has been made to rally the leaders 
of such communities, the contacts are usually sought t hrough the church leaders.
( c) Addresses before church and inter-church groups, service clubs, commun ity lead�
ers under chambers of commerce and other public aus pices. Such bodies recognize the 
fact that members of the Commission are experts in this field  in view of their'long 
years of service among people of Japanese descent. (d) Dist rib ution of factual ma�
terials and other literature, .(e) Personal visitation to importan t’leaders in the 
various communities* (f) Liaison between the Japanese in the ce nters and service 
agencies in local.communities. Lists of friends of th e evacuees have been fur�
nished by the Japanese themselves and passed on to interested agenci es, (g) Church 
properties have been made available for the use of returni ng evacuees, (h) Members 
of the Commission have been acting as advisors to evacuee s, and have stood on their 
behalf in countless situations where help was neede d*

It is obviously too early to specify, with any degree of acc uracy, 
which areas on the Pacific Coast are best suited for the re-acceptance 
of evacuees. Already several communities which appeare d difficult at 

one time have proven to be reasonably favorable. Doubtless a  process of cultivation 
is involved in each- case, and in this the cooperation of r eturning evacuees is 
indispensable.

• B . Northwest éû&d Inland Areas

In view of the fact that the relocation problems of inland  areasare more gen�
erally known, the present statements will have to do more  with information which 
pertains to, the future of church life - integratio n, segregation, etc. The Commis�
sion is no^ responsible for the accuracy of the infor mation, nor does it necessarily 
agree with all the views of the observers who furnished t he material.



- SEATTTEt iha following action was taken by the Seattle Council  of Churches and
Christian Education: wXt was decided that the Seattle Co uncil of Churches go oh re�
cord as definitely favoring the integration of the Japan ese people into our-regular, 
established denominational churches with a ministry to meet special needs as they 
may arise, such as holding special services for those who  cannot speak the English 
language, rather than reverting to the re-establishment of denominationc?! racial 
churches; that where needed the Japanese ministers be ad ded to the present staff of 
the existing churches; that in exceptional cases where  the need cannot be met in any 
other way, an interdenominational racial church be set up rather than a denomination�
al racial church.

nIn the discussion, the following facts were brough t out. Unless we do every�
thing -we can now to assimilate these people in the no rmal community life by tying 
them into the on-going program of the regular churches , we definitely repudiate re�
solutions which have previously been adopted. It was  pointed out that wre now have 
the opportunity of working out a new religious pattern in race rel ations, because 
the old racial denominational churches have very la rgely gone out of existence, and 
little or none of the old organizations remains. Sinc e we must build anew, Christian 
forces now have a real opportunity to put into actual practice the principles a nd 
ideals for which Christianity stands.

’’Between 1000 and 2000 Japanese reside in this area. T he city is a 
temporary residence for some,.who plan to return to Sea ttle when the situation im�
proves there. Between 300 and 500 are working in railroad ga ngs. The local Inter�
racial Committee is very active and is making efforts  to iron out the various dif�
ficulties. Sub-committees are assigned to the solution  of such problems as housing,
1egal que s ti ons, e t c•"

OGDEL1 and SALT. LAKE CITY. "The situation here is sim ilar to that in Spokane* 
While many people are returning to the Coast, a good number will, remain in '̂ tah. 
Church work, is encouraging, though neither integrated nor segre gated. The v?ork is 
on an interdenominational basis in both Ogden and Salt L ake City."

"While there are segregated services in the Japanese Methodist Church, 
seventeen Caucasian churches are participating in ��� integration program. The hous�
ing problem is very serious."

CHICAGO. "As this city is now the largest Japanese relocation community in 
America, it always furnishes an interesting field f or study. Up to March’31, 1945, 
some 8000 evacuees had settled in Chicago, about te n per cent being Issei. As jobs 
are plentiful, it is thought that at least 15,000 m ight be accommodated here. How�
ever, the housing difficulty is acute, and this prob lem tends to complicate resettle�
ment, It is.estimated that thirty-five per cent may return to the Coast eventually, 
but they have made no immediate plans, and their ret urn is contingent upon favorable 
developments."

'.’The United Ministry has been functioning smoothly with adv ocates of uncompro�
mising integration, semi-integration, and purely se gregated work represented in the 
fi&ld," A recent tabulation based on 3493 persons in dicates that about 800 are at�
tending 92 churches of 15 denominations, either regula rly or occasionally, while an�
other 500 a,re affiliated with the two segregated gro ups of the city. However, the 
regular attendance of the two segregated groups nearly equals that  of .all integrated 
ones, with a large percentage of Issei in the forme r.

According to a Nisei visitor to Chicago, "Church life s eems to have bebome an 
unnecessary part of the life of many formerly active-membe rs. There is no time in 
their present busy mode of life for church or religion. Nisei who formerly found an 
outlet for their leadership and creative energies in the Japanese churches on the 
West Coast now find an outlet in semi-church or secu lar Nisei activities. Fellowship 
is their present great need, and when a church offers th at the relocatees are likely 
to attend. Most Nisei seem to be following the soci al and church patterns of pre- 
evacuation days, o.nd crave for Nisei activities and  fellowship, often, unfortunately, 
to the almost complete exclusion of integration. Perh aps it would be better to have 
three, four, or more smaller Nisei fellqwship group s in strategically located Cau�
casian churches which would serve as channels into the fu ller and more desirable par�
ticipation in the life of such churches. A too large group t ends to become an end in 
itself instead of being a channel into the larger life of  the Church."



TWIN CI T ISS. Minneapolis and St. Paul offer some of the best indu cements for 
permanent resettlement in the United States. About 1500 h ave located here, among 
whom are the families of Nisei soldiers at nearby Por t Snelling, numbering as many 
as two thousand. The housing situation is easier th an, elsewhere, and the policy is 
to secure the location of three of four families in  a given district to improve 
neighborhood acceptance.

A.United Ministry plan similar to"the .one which ha s functioned so well in 
Chicago is in operation under the Church Federation. There is also  a Citizens* Com�
mittee. While there are six persons listed as members of the Unit ed Ministry only 
the executive secretary is a full-time worker and much  of his time is taken up with 
public relatiôns work and‘his duties as Acting Chaplain f or the large contingent at
Fort Snelling, Thus, there is the need for more help in the field of personal con�
tact work, and. various plans are being devised, to m eet this need.''

"A Japanese language service is held once or twice a month, and this group con�
tributes financially to the work of the United Ministry. There, are also Nisei Fel�
lowship groups meeting weekly in each of the Twin Citi es, which draw young people 
from all denominations, including a number of soldiers from Fo rt-Snelling. Unfor�
tunately, while these meetings have been called ’inter denominational,1 they have 
been held in the churches of one denomination, and the leadership and help of other 
denominations has not bean welcome. Thus, the work is no w recognized as being of a
purely denominational character and the question arises a s to whether it would not
be well to provide an interdenominational fellowship me eting, with Caucasian parti�
cipation. ”

CLEVELAND. This city has always been a-favorable area f or-relocation, with all 
types of business open to the relocatees.- Some 1700 are now in th is locality, with 
the percentage. of Issei and family relocations grea ter. than in most cities. While 
the housing situation is not. easy, it is better than i n Chicago, and the hostel is 
being expanded.

The Church Federation is active in the field of-red  ocation, with a full-time 
worker who gives most of his attention to public relat ions work among 'church and 
other interested groups. There is a great need for mor e personal-contact or pas�
toral work on the part of the major denominations, .

The demand of some of the Nisei for a fellowship group is now bein g met by a 
segregated group meeting with 75 to 125 regular attenda nts. The Issei have a Japan�
ese-speaking service twice a month in a downtown ch urch, with about 40 in attend�
ance. Quite a few of the relocatees.have jcihedvario us Caucasian churches. A Nisei 
Council, which was organized. through the Internati onal Institute, has been planning 
various Nisei activities for relocatees,

CINCINNATI. This is another favorable area as far as publ ic.sentiment is con�
cerned. The Council of Churches has a strong progra m with a-full-time worker*. The 
WHA has always cooperated closely with the churches in thi s area, A former seminary 
building has been offered to- supplement the present hos tel for family purposes,

COLUMBUS. In this city the number of relocatees is quite small, and the feeling 
seems to be that it does not have much to offer. WFA i s stressing agricultural re�
location in this area, -which includes Wooster. Chu rches are friendly, but there is 
little response. . .

DAYTON is a comparatively..small area us far as the reloca tion program to date is 
concerned, with only about 150 settlers. The general p ublic sentiment is quite 
friendly, although the housing situation is difficult . The Church Federation has 
assumed full responsibility for the resettlement program in coopera tion with a Citi�
zens’ Committee. One war housing unit Iras been„opened  to evacuees due to the efforts 
of the local Committee. The. most favorable employm ent .opportunity has been in the 
McCall Publishing Plant, which offers permanent emp loyment.

NEW YOBK CITY. While New York City has already 1200 to 1700 settlers, it seems 
to be able to absorb an indefinite number, and thus of fers possibilities for addi�
tional relocatees, though it is not so easy for fam ilies with children. This city 
is appreciative of the contributions of the Nisei, A recent New York Times editor�
ial stated that it Tías ’’the business of the people to sell N ew York City to the Nisei 
as a place to live and work.” Public sentiment is quite f avorable,, and the people 
are not so ’’Japanese conscious.'-1 The Committee o n Pesettlement apparently tries to
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aid individuals seeking assistance, as well as furnishing speakers to gr oups in con�
nection with a public relations program. It does not e mphasise the extensive type of 
personal contact or integration work which is characterist ic of the work of some
committees, .

MWhile there are three Japanese churches, they.are. not  well attended, especial�
ly by Nisei,; who seem for the most part to attend Caucasian churches. Most New York 
relocatees seem to prefer to live their own lives, without  having too much attention 
from others. Therefore, it is difficult to organize  a general group activity pro7 

"gram in New York in which large numbers of relocatees  might participate, and the pat�
tern approved by,, old and new settlers seems to be a num ber of small organizations*

- BUEEAIO.- In this city the public attitude is favorable a nd job offers are num�
erous'; however, the housing situation is difficult.  Thus far there are about 40 
settlers. An active Relocation Committee includes r epresentatives from interested 
agencies, and plans are on foot for a hostel. The Interna tional Institute is the 
center for Nisei social gatherings, with Caucasian par ticipation.

BO CHESTER»is a favorable piace for family relocation... The employment situation 
is steady, and not over-crowded,-■ Education and cult ural opportunities are abundant. 
Only about fifty evacuees have resettled here. WPA is unusually active in the field 

‘ of public relations.. - One helpful project was a p ublic library exhibit on evacuation 
and relocation, including a moving picture, which did  much to enlighten ̂the public.
Ho location is hopeful in the -agricultural areas around "Rochest er as, well, as in small

manufacturing and industrial districts. . ; .
SSABPOOK EAPMS.' NEW JERSEY,has become an important J apanese center, with a pop�

ulation of about 800, While.wages are not high-(50 cents to 64 cents .an hour) every�
thing is provided except food and miscellaneous personal items. Houp e.s are of the 
refined barracks type, with units of various pizes to accommodate families.of dif�
ferent sizes, and are fully furnished; free electri city, coal, and water are pro- 

- vided, with no rental to pay. While there are facilit ies for group activities, in�
cluding USO, there is a dearth.of volunteer leadershi p. Problems of changes in 
work-shifts, mixed racial groups, transcient situatio n, the Issei-Nisei problem, and 
continuing relocation.camp attitudes handicap any group activ ities program. There is 
little initiative for social recreation, cooperatio n is difficult, and all mature 
members of the family work and thus, are too tired to take an interest,; TheSeabrook 
Harms arrangement ’ seems to be'an ideal place for ol der Issei who have difficulty in 
relocating because of language difficulties, and the  work is^not heavy. Life here 
resembles in some respects that in a relocation center, and it. is doubtful whether 
Seabrook is a suitable place for permanent, relocation.  Church activities to date 
have been on a .small scale under.Issei leadership. T here is apparently a great need

for Nisei: workers. • • ,
BOSTON is the chief center of New England relocatio n, with somd 400 concentrated 

in this area, the majority being students or language "'teach ers. The general atmos�
phere of Boston is good, and the people are friendly and hel pful. However, defense^ 
plant jobs are not open to evacuees, and the majori ty of the non-students are employ�
ed as stenographers (girls) or as domestics (-Issei) . There is no active relocation 
committee, and.in so far as there are special activiti es for relocatees, they re�
volve around the International Institute. In spite of  the enthusiastic reports 
about the possibilities of resettlement in New England, the evacuee s have the 
pression that there is only a limited opportunity for farmers. App arently more will 
have to be done to enlighten the evacuees concerning these opportunities before many

will resettle in this area, ;
PHILADELPHIA appears., to be one of the mo re. favo rable . areas for relocation, as 

jobs are available, chances for promotion are good, ho using is not too difficult, 
and the general"public*attitude is excellent. Most of the relocates -activities^of 
an inter-racial nature revolve "around the Internat ional Institute, ‘ where there is a 
Nisei Steering Committee. In fact there seems to be  considerable opposition to seg�
regated meetings. However,, there is need for the s ervices of a Japanese minister m

PlTTSHJP.Gr offers fine opportunities for evacuees,  and has a newly organized re- 
location Committee which |s'eager to help, but thus far there^ar e «few^customers. 
Housing is easily available, and there are unlimite d opportunities m  m  us ry or 

both Issei and Nisei,



TASSAS .CITY* Relocation in this city has been quite slow, and only about 400 
have resettled in this neighborhood* While wages are somewhat lower than those in 
industrial cities, the cost of living is also quite low* Rural resettlement has 
been difficult because of unfavorable public opinion. The ho using shortage is acute, 
and plans for.a hostel are on foot. There is need for a f ull-time resettlement 
worker for a while, although the public relations work can b e done more effectively 
by a. minister*

ST, LOUIS has, attracted about 425 reloeatees, with, less than 100 Issei. There 
is a splendid Nisei Coordinating Council here which guides most  Japanese-American 
activities. Arrangements are made to meet incoming trains, and e vaeuees from- Hohwer 
are guided about the city, helped with shopping, and  so on, to take away their ini�
tial shyness. The chief burden of relocation has been carried by thé Church Feder�
ation Committee. Plans are on foot to sècure 'a full-tim e Nisei minister who would 
help with, the integration program, serve as a liaison o fficer between the Federation 
and the reloeatees, engage in public relations work,  act as a counselor to evacuees, 
and so on. His office would be at the Church Federation  headquarters, which would 
be a center for Nisei planning and information, housi ng, jobs, address files, etc*

MILWAUKEE has over 300 settlers, with many older Nisei and few Issei. About 38 
have joined the local churches. Peeling toward the evacuees is friendly, with the 
local newspapers most favorable. A Nisei Council provides a ctivities for the relo- 
catees and endeavors to educate the general public, A banquet h eld last fall to 
honor returning soldiers drew 100 Caucasian friends. More e vacuee settlers are 
anticipated.

INTEGRATION A.-ïïisei ministerial observer summarizes his observatiohs and conclu- 
AND sions as follows:
SEGREGATION 1. “Many Nisei, arid especially Issei, crave  their own group fellow�

ship, and those in sparsely settled areas therefore te nd to gravitate 
to communities like Chicago*

2* Some workers who are serving interdenominationally and helping  with an in�
tegration program tend to become frustrated, and feel tha t they have accomplished 
little. It does not suffice to say that they would have b een more successful had 
they concentrated on pastoral or personal contact work and not given so much t ime 
to public relations activities,speaking before churches and clubs, et c. There are 
other reasons why in many cases Nisei do not respond t o Caucasian church efforts.

3. The ideal of integrating the Japanese Americans into Caucasian life com �
pletely and doing away with Nisei activities of any k ind has led the Churcü into an 
impractical and unrealistic integration program. While there are those who ca n go 
right into the Caucasian groups and feel at home, there a re many who require more 
time and patience. . .By all means we must assist tho se who are able to integrate 
themselves into our Caucasian churches, but we also must  not forget those whose in�
tegration is retarded, and who require a different program at this stage.  Investi�
gations indicate in the main that Nisei want a Cauc asian-Nisei church set-np. For. 
this reason Nisei ministers should be placed in the regula rly established Caucasian 
churches as associate and assistant pastors, directors of r eligious education, etc.
If they are not adequately trained, opportunities should be a fforded. Otherwise, we 
shall be returning to the pre-evacuation pattern of church l ife. . .That trend is al�
ready beginning in certain cities under the name of bei ng intey-racial. . •

C. Constituent Denominations

METHODIST. The representative- of Bishop Baker and Mr. Frank Herron Smith spoke  
in part as follows: nWe have certain facts which have be- ui worked out very careful�
ly* . .We have given the question of integration a gre at deal of thought, and feel 
that we ought to. do everything in our power to favor th e Japanese brethren. But we 
do think that -it* is too early to say that they can en ter any community and attend a 
Caucasian church. . .That is not possible from the standpoin t of the church itself 
nor of the Issei and Nisei. Thus we feel that this question cannot be adequately 
met until at least 1946, when things may settle dovrn sufficiently to deal with that 
question. We have to consider the feelings of the C aucasian churches and of the

~ - 9 -



ia.pQ,£LQ �� broth roil, fxn-d. v<iQ.i  t "until they cmi b 
ci Provisional Conference, "which, meets in Jim 
be thoroughly worked out. Our policy is- ult 
terim policy. , .The following statement was 
York: »If there are not’ enough Japanese to
places like Seattle, Sacramento, and Fresno, 
was further stated that there are 34 Japanes 
34 ordained ministers. "We feel that a succ 
to 50 families. Our study indicates that 60 
The following were mentioned as places where 
“Friendly Centers": Tacoma, Portland,’Loomi 
View, Livingston, Fresno, *and Si Monte. Oth 
And June in Seattle, Alameda, pinuba, Florin 
cisco. (Eeckelman)

e resettled. . .We are operating under 
e cr July, when this whole question will 
ima-tely integration, but not as an in- 
made by our Methodist officials>in Few 

support a denominational church in 
we must join federated churches."" It 

e Methodi s t churche s, 41 parsonage s,<and 
essful church community would require 30 
,000 people will return to the Coast,“ 
Methodist churches are now open as 

s, Oakland, Berkeley, San Jose, Mountain 
.er churches are to be opened during May 

Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Fran-

ILFQ-ffiSTAhT nP IS COPAL. “ We feel that it is. .t oo. soon to fix upon a definite for�
ward-looking program, -ve think it may. take. f rom  two to- five yea.rs before we know 
definitely how many Japanese will return to the Coa st, or how much need there is for 
a racial group church for the Issei. But we are loo king forward to implementing af�
ter five^years at least, perhaps a little..earlier,: the  ideal.which for us Episcopal�
ians is integration. We note that the family unit has broken down to the extent 
that the first-generation parents have told.-the second gen eration: to integrate; even 

• Buddhists have told their children to further their integrati on by becoming Christ�
ian, We Also believe -that, although complete integrat ion may not be possible for 
the Eisei, it should be for the .third generation, and t he only way this can be done 
is to integrate the Nisei into our congregations and in to every other feature of 
Christian life. It is an opportunity that will never come again to tho se of Japanese 
descent, because the whole Lnited States east of the ^ockies is at this time trying 
to integrate them as American citizens. They have an opportunity to bring into the 
mixing-pot which we call America a very real contributio n of Oriental philosophy, 
art, and inspiration. Thus even if it means for the  time being a, feeling of strange�
ness, they should try to integrate and make the sacrifice  for the sake of their chil�
dren. Hence the Episcopal policy is first, last, and a lways - integration.

It may be necessary as a temporary expedient to set up Is sei churches. If, as 
will probably be the case for a few years, there ar e scattered groups of Japanese, 
particularly Issei, so that there will not be large  enough numbers (40 to 50) to 

^form church nucleuses, then we will urge our Episcopali an members, to attend a com�
munity church, looking forward to a united ministry, but at t he same time we plan to 
set up a-contact man who will be a traveling mission ary to keep in touch with those 
of our own denomination. We do not anticipate that because the united Church pat— 
tern prevailed in the relocation centers there must b e a severance of the denomina�
tional contact that we had before Pearl Harbor. We feral that we have for our parti�
cular people a definite teaching which we should continue t o impart. It seems to me 
that, as we have democrats and republicans in the poli tical life, it is a natural 
thing to have a bent religiously in a particular direction. But for the intermed�
iary period, in order to care for the small numbers wh o are coming back into Los 
Angeles or Seattle, some of the Bishops.are conside ring setting up a cathedral or 
diocesian connection for that gr*oup. An Episcopal minister  would act as their pas�
tor, to give to all Issei opportunities for services in the Japanese language and for 
pasto'ral care, and to the Nisei a connection with a c athedral or diocese until we 
find out whether there will be a sufficiently large group  in any locality to necessi�
tate the setting up of an Episcopal Church. We do n ot contemplate setting up any 
Japanese churches in the future, but conditions cha nge; and for the. next ten or fif�
teen years, while the Issei population is still with us, we.will make arrangements to 
bring the services of the Church to the Issei in th eir own language. Our.policy is 
definitely integration, and ?/e are stressing now t he opportunity to Americanize, as 
well as Christianize, the Nisei, so that there will be no differentiation of the 
third generation in the African community." (Beifsnider)
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PBESBYTEaW, TJ.S.A, «Japanese Presbyterian work is carried in the Unit of Ci y 
and Industrial TfoTK  o r  the Board of Rational Missions, hat the immediate administra�
tion of Japanese work is the responsibility of the executive, or field^represen a ��

of the presbytery within whose bounds a given minister or m issionary is serving.
Thus our work is in a sense quits decentralized and integrated, f or we believe 
the best way to stimulate local interest on behalf of evacuees is to work throug 
our local churches and agencies,While,we have subscribed to integration as the ul�
timate-principle or ideal,, at this stage we are carefully, watchin g developments an 
adapting ourselves to local situations, A number of  Japanese-church proper les are 
available for use as temporary hostels as the need arises. Certain well-qualiiied. 
ministers will be brought back to serve as field work ers under our Presbyteries, 
and will be available to help returning evacuees in whatever way. may be needed, we 
feel that we have a burden not only for our own people, bu t also for the non-Chris - 
ian evacuees who should be evangelized. However, we also  believe that there^vill 
continue to be a need for* ministerial service in the reloca tion and segregation cen�
ters until they are closed, and therefore we are not pl anning to call all our pas- 
tors out of the centers at once. We shall continue to stand by our ministers wher�
ever they are, and will utilize their services, not only as  pastors,and assistant 
pastors, but also as field workers and in other capaci ties.

We feel definitely that in communities where there-we re formerly more than one 
Japanese church, all plans for the reopening of the wo rk should be ’made in full con�
sultation with the other denominations concerned, and .that  the- enterprise shou.d be 
cooperative. But final decisions with respect to reop ening .of former Japanese 
churches and/or the integration of evacuees into the life of Caucasian churches will 
be made by officials of the Presbyteries concerned, in consultat ion with t he field 
representative of the Board.. At this stage various patte-ms  are proving to be suc�
cessful. Some of our people have gladly united with Ca ucasian churches and are 
quite happy, while others feel the need for meeting in semi-segregated or segregated 
groups. We have, however, been reluctant to organiz e segregated denominational 
groups in inland relocation areas, with the result that we h ave lost some members to 
denominations which have established such groups. While we have suppli ed our local 
Caucasian churches with the names and addresses of reloc atees in their,respective 
areas, effective follow-up has not always taken pla ce. We are trying.to devise
more effective techniques for following up our people as they relocate.“

, . (G. K. Chapman)

CONC-PEGATIOUAL- GHF.I S TI AH,11 The-atti t ude of  the Congregationalists is in favor of 
the policy of integration, but perhaps on the extrem e left. That is, only in ex�
treme cases of necessity would they be a party to a separate language chure or
Issei. They also would collaborate in federated or in ter-denominational churches m  
order to meet the needs of a total Japanese communi ty. They would go as far as pos�
sible in that direction, and would avoid to the utmos t setting up a separate denom�
inational church. In Fresno, for instance, it has j ust been worked, out that all Jap�
anese (of denominational connection) are to be looked afte r by the Methodist pas or, 
and his suoport-will be furnished in part by the Cong regationalists. A recent let�
ter from Dr.Harley H. Gill clarifies the relation of l ocal executives to the Protes 
tant Commission: »1 am the one who is officially responsibl e for handling questions 
touching.the location of ministers for work among persons of Japanese an cestry, sub�
ject of course to the autonomy of the local - church es, but I am. more t an â -py o 
have the counsel of Mr. Gillett and other Caucasian worker s among the Japanese, 
whether of our own denomination or some other. I would  .welcome consultation and̂  ad�
vice as to the allocation of Japanese personnel by the Pro testant Church Commission.

■  ' * ■ (Galen Fisher)

DISCIPLES. “As far as our general set-up is concern ed, we will go on record^for 
integration. The Southern California Christian Ministers’ Association at the ir Jan�
uary meeting unanimously passed a resolution to tha t efiect, and it is i o -*. _
reason that I have been sent out here by the National Hoard. How ever, tne Indiana�
polis Board makes an exception in the case of the first gener afipn. ^ I h e r e ^  the e 
are a. large number of Issei, the local churches ar e ready to of er̂  eir a  ̂
for small groups. However, I have been advised to refra in from using.my old church
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building. I ara a ■  pastor at large and a field worker until  such tine as we knoy 
just what will "be the'best thing to do. I am ready  to cooperate with other workers 
in the field for the benefit of the Christian minist ry to our people in this area#»

(Unoura)

FESS METHODIST. ”Our Japanese conference before the evacuati on was a regular, self- 
supporting conference of our denomination, and had its vote in the General Confer�
ence. Since-evacuation, it has been largely supported by the National Board, which 
gives it a little different standing. However, we h ave our annual meeting at which 
all matters of procedure are settled. ��� are convening in phoenix, Arizona, May 8 
to 13, and the problems in Los Angeles, Berkeley, and Stoc kton will be taken up at 
that time.

Ninety per cent of our members áre returning to Berkeley , and we already have 
a group attending services under Rev, 'Groesbeck in  a Caucasian church. The members 
as they return will worship with'him until it may seem necessary to return a pastor 
there, ïïë have Eev. Omi in Los Angeles attending" sch ool, and áre trying to get him 
settled here to. look after our people, :.Our Stockton vi rork will probably not be 
opened, as it was not strong .at the time of, evacu ation and the members do not plan 

• to return there.’1 (Burnett.).

BAPTIST. ’.'Services for Japanese during the evacuation and  resettlement period have 
been handled from our New York Board offices. Prior to evacuation, however, the- 
work of the churches .on the Coast had been carried  on .almost -entirely by local city 
missions .or state secretarial boards,' and the tre atment varied. :

As far as' the Home.Mi ssions Society is concerned, we stand as far to the left 
as anyone in the matter of integration, and our pol icy is to refrain from opening 
new segregated churches under any conditions, and refrain fr om re-opening segregated 
churches except under strong compulsion because of speci al circumstances. To my 
knowledge, the only one which might be reopened is the one in Seat tle, where we 
have property and a group of peopl.e who have stayed toge ther during evacuation.
But even there I think I am safe in saying that the churc h would not be narrowly 
denominational. It would have an- open membership, and we would try to meet the 
need on a community basis.

Our situation is comparatively simple, because we are in terested particularly 
in the work in the. East., and there it is totally integration. There are cases 
where groups are springing up on racial lines, but thos e will have to be adjusted 
as time goes on.” (Royal Fisher.)

II. REPORTS OF SECTION MEETINGS

GROUP A: On Problems of Resettlement and Be turn to the. Pacific Coast -.
Chairman: Bishop C. S. Eeifsnider Secretary: Mrs. Gracia  Booth

1. Housing. It was voted to recommend:
a. That the 	�� in San Francisco be respectfully requested to make avail-

ablë, if possible, to our Commission full informatio n regarding'properties for sale 
or for rent.by evacuees whether still living in relocation ce nters or in resettlement 
areas, giving names and addresses, ‘

b. That more de tailed'information be supplied by W RA to center residents 
through the medium of the center papers, block mana gers, and church'groups’as to 
changed housing conditions on the Coast and as to evi ction proceedings. As requests 
have come for information regarding eviction procedure, the  following suggestion was 
recorded:. From our point of view it is more desirable to carry on private negotia�
tions without legal action, because evictions somet imes stir up ill will. In the 
spheré of private' negotiations., church people and local  committees can be very help�
ful, and the disposition of such committees is to try  to avoid legal proceedings and 
not resort to evictions unless absolutely necessary®

c. That where a Japanese church has been temporarily.used by another re�
ligious group, other facilities should be made available to the temporary tenants 
by the denomination concerned before the owners take pos session.



d, That where desirable former Japanese church properties he converted 
into temporary hostels to aid in relocation*

e, That we respectfully appeal to' the federal public Housing Administ ra�
tion,- both national and local, to make the earlies t possible provision for greatly 
increased public housing for all groups, including retur ning evacuees of Japanese 
ancestry*

2. Employment. It was voted to recommend:
a* That Caucasian church officials’and members offer empl oyment themselves 

and influence their friends and business associates  to dc the same*

3. Orientation. It was voted to recommend:
a. That existing women’s organizations, especially in the churc hes, map 

out a program for definite personal services to the  resettlers, and that this work 
be implemented through a central clearing< committe e, such as councils of church 
women, church federations, or denominational agencies suc h as the national Congrega�
tional Commission for Christian Democracy.

b. That in order to dispel fears on the part of evacu ees of antipathy by 
other.minority groups, attempts be made to educate an d enlighten these groups through 
their church agencies, and that the center resident s be fully informed of such ef�
forts.

c. . That resettlers be counseled to continue to exercis e great tact and
caution in the matter of frequenting public places where discrimination is known to 
be practiced. „ ‘

d. That a comprehensive list of all West Coast grou ps and agencies in�
terested in assisting the resettlement program be prepar ed and furnfgjaed to evacuees 
still in the centers and to those who, while already r esettled, expect to return to 
the Coast.

e. That our Commission encourage the continued, organi zati on and expansion
of all such interested agencies. ' / / ‘

Gr~OTJP B: Cn the Future of Japanese Church Work on the Pac ific Coast and in 
. v Relocation Areas.

Chairman: Mr. G-alen M* Fisher Secretary: Mr. Donald Toriumi

1, Integration in Relation to Christian Unity and Social Soli darity.
integration of people of Japanese ancestry into membership and act ive par�

ticipation in Caucasian churches is the ideal,, towar d which we should press. Reli�
giously, attainment of that goal will advance the unity of the household of faith 
which transcends all distinctions of race and color . Socially, it .will weave that 
seamless robe of solidarity into, which are blended the s trands of cultural diver-- 
si ty.

Before evacuation, Americanization was hindered by the concentration of 
persons of Japanese ancestry into "little Tokyos,” but o nefof the few compensations 
of the evacuation has been the unprecedented opportunity which evac uation and reset�
tlement have afforded for nationwide dispersion and for fuller inco rporation into the 
main stream of American life. A heavy responsibility rests upon th e churches, both 
Japanese and Caucasian, to facilitate this- process by r emoving all barriers to in�
clusion of the hitherto separate Japanese churches in to the larger fellowship of the 
corresponding American churches.

2. Safeguarding Interdenominational Cooperation
We earnestly hope that the spirit of unity and inter-den ominational co�

operation which has characterized Japanese church life in the relocation  centers may 
be continued during the period of resettlement, and of merging into the American 
churche s .

While it may be desirable in exceptional circumstan ces that some segregated 
denominational Japanese church organizations should be established, prima rily in or�
der to serve the Issei, in those communities where more than one denomination is 
concerned such action should be approached with the greatest of care, lest coopera�
tive arrangements be put in jeopardy. We believe that the same co operative approach
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Evfa.ovil d. also characterizo the relocation of workers» Befor e arriving at a fin^l w.e 
cision as to either the re-̂ ctablishmorit of church o rganizations or the .relocation 
of workers, it is to be hoped that the denomination al administrators concerned will 
seek to.obtain understanding and agreement with the lead ers of other interested de�
nominations, either through the Protestant Commission or throu gh the local comity 

council,
Wherever it is found necessary to re-establish a Japanese church, we urg e 

that it should affiliate with the local and. regional chur ch councils. Although the 
gatherings of a religious or social nature held by such a church will naturally be 
attended mostly by persons of Japanese descent, it wil l be most desirable to encour�
age participation by Caucasians.

3. Ministry During Period of Resettlement
Such Japanese pastors as may come to the West Coast in adva nce of most of 

their people should regard themselves as responsible to  serve the interests of all' 
resettlers, without.respect to denomination or -reli gion. It is desirable that dur�
ing resettlement, at least, segregated meetings, if any,  should, oe of an interdenom�

inational character.

4. Status of Ministers
In the interests of integration and a closer fellows hip in service, it is 

hoped that the West Coast .American churches will f ollow the example of those in the 
Middlewest and East, by calling ministers of Japanese  ancestry to pastorates or 
assistant and associate pastorates to serve the entire church  membership and consti�
tuency, Their services should, also be utilized on st affs of church extension 
boards, social service and other agencies. It ?/ould b e advisable for every minister 
or worker of Japanese ancestry to take his place in the regul ar denominational and 
interdenominational organizations on the same basis as other minister s#

5. Japanese Church Federations
It is the considered judgment of this Joint Meeting  that it is :still un�

wise to revive the Japanese Church Pederations and other segreg ated inter—church 

bodies,

6. Salaries of Ministers
It IS? the conviction of this Joint Meeting that th e salary scale of minis�

ters of Japanese ancestry should correspond with that o f Caucasian ministers of 
similar function, and we respectfully suggest to the deno minational administrators 
concerned that they give the matter careful consider ation,

GP.OtiP C: On Continuing Services to P.elocation Ce nters
Chairman: Mr. Masao Satow Secretary: Miss Esther Bhoads

1. Project to Burnish Student Workers to Relocation Centers fo r Summer p e r i o d It

was. voted to . recornnendt ■ * *with community act ivities
a. That all workers/be referred for clearance to the Lo s Angeles oiiice

of the national Intercollegiate Christian Council, which wi ll be the coordinating 
ngency for the. assignment of these students to the  centers. (Address Mrs. Helen^ 
Brill", care of Mr. Bruce Maguire, YMCA Building* 7 15 South Hope Street, Los Angeles 
14, California.) Applicants for church work should be referred to the Co mmission.

b. That the .constituent bodies of the Protestant C hurch Commission make 
every effort to assist financially this summer student work proje ct and to provide 

student workers,
c. That in cases where student workers are assigned s pecifically for

D.V.B.S. work, center churches be advised to make th eir plans carefully and well in 
advance;' to coordinate these with those, of the VBA a dministrators; and to order the 
necessary D. V.B.S. supplies as soon as possible. T he Protestant Commission Will 
send to the center churches lists of available D.V.B.S , -courses and supplies.

2. problems of Pulpit Supply and Visitation. It was.voted to recommend:
a. That the Protestant Church Commission office be kept in t ouch with
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*

Oaucnfiian, ministeref wbo plan to visit the center s with the expectation of psrt.ic'jpar�
ting in the center church- services* members- of the Comm ission to furnish prospecti �,? 
itineraries for their own center visitation.

b* That in order to avoid the understaffing of center'reli gious work, de�
nominational executives- consult with the executive  secretary of the Frotéstant Com�
mission and its executive committee before the hefnov -al of their ministers from the
centers to outside communities* - . ..

c* That agencies constituent to the Protestant Commission g ive assurance 
to their Japanese ministers of continued concern for their futu re security*

d* That-center churches inform the Commission as soon as pos sible of the 
plans of their ministers for resettlement, indicating which ministers or lay workers 
have been designated to remain in the centers to furnish cont inuing leadership for 
the local church,

3, Disposal of Equipment and Monies of Center Churches. It was v oted to. recommend:
a. * That each relocation center church should make a carefu l inventory of 

all equipment in its possession and submit a copy to t he Protestant Commission by 
June 15th, 1945*

b. That property loaned' to center churches by outsid e churches and reli�
gious bodies shall not be disposed of without prior cons ultation with the lenders.

c. That property contributed by groups constituent to th e Protestant Com�
mission and distributed by the Commission should be di sposed, of only with £he appro-» 
val of the Protestant Commission. ' , ..

d* That in the disposal of equipment owned by the cente r churches, these 
churches keep in mind the needs of internment camps, ' Japanese in war prisoner camps, 
welfare groups working for refugees and veterans, a nd United Service- Organizations, 
as well as churches in resettled areas, - -

e. That in the disposal of balances in their treasuries, the center
churches give consideration to mission boards of denominati ons constituent to the 
Protestant Commission, Funds donated to such boards may  be earmarked for specific 
missionary efforts. ‘ ’ < '

f. That center churches further keep in mind the finan cing of their con�
tinuing ministry until the centers are closed.

4; Services to Internment Camps. It was voted to recom mend:
a* That we call to the special attention of the denomination s and of.indi�

vidual ministers the need for personnel and equipment in i nternment camps and Japan�
ese war prisoner camps, the inmates..of which are like ly to increase in numbers. We 
would urge that special consideration be given to s upplying such personnel and - 
equipment for these camps as may be deemed necessary by th e ' constituent agencies of 
the Protestant Church Commission, Japanese Christian book s are especially needed 
in these camps* . ' *

III. SPECIAL BUSINESS

A. Mr. Kojiro Unoufa reported that the Japanese Sta nding Committee had decided that 
it wa.s inadvisable to call the proposed Japanese C hristian Conference in view of the 
prevailing situation. He further stated that such m eetings would be suspended until 
such time as desirable and necessary.

B. The Protestant Church Commission extended a cordial invitati on to the Japanese 
Standing Committee to nominate five representatives o f the Japanese churches to 
serve as co-opted members of the Commission, it being understood t hat the following 
considerations sho\ild be kept in mind;

1* Equal representation of Issei and Nisei, with at le ast one lay represen�
tative,

2* Major denominations to be represented as far as possible, 
o. Provision of funds to cover travel and hotel expens es in connection with 

attendance at Commission meetings*
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*

pertinent Pacts Concerning the 
Protestant Church Commission for Japanese Service

1. OFJGTN AND. COMPOSITION
The Protestant Church Commission was officially constituted in the early 

spring of 1942, when the evacuation was imminent* The Commission on  Aliens and 
Prisoners of War (wartime agency of national Church Council s) ’’authorized the Pro�
testant Church Commission to represent it and act as its agent in matters affecting 
the services of the Protestant Churches to Japanese alien s and citizens,'* with power 
to 11 designate other church leaders to specific respo nsibility in the field of Japan�
ese work.*' With the organization of the Administrat ive .Committed’ for Japanese Work 
of the Home Missions Council, the Commission became more specif ically related to 
this agency, which has since contributed to-its support*

Some fourteen denominations and. agencies are represented on the Co mmission, 
all of which had organized work for Japanese prior to Pearl Harbo r* The members are 
for the most part individuals who are engaged in full -time service1 in this field as 
national field representatives or superintendents of th eir.respective denominations. 
At least eight may be considered as experts, as they have � long-time background of 
experience, both in the United States and -in Japan, and have a sp eaking- knowledge of 
the-Japanese language. During the past three years thes e workers have been serving 
the evacuees in the relocation centers and in reset tlement areas throughout the 
United States. Cooperative relations have'been most har monious, and efforts, have 

been well coordinated.

2. FUNCTIONS ’ . ■ .
a. Field agency of the Home- Missions Council Committee o n Administration of

Japanese Work and constituent agencies. .
b. Coordination and supervision of church work in reloca tion centers.
c. Liaison for center churches and outside agencies .
d. Clearance of church workers for service in relocati on centers and .re�

settlement areas. .
e. Advisory and consultative relations to denominat ional and inter—church 

bodies, as'-well as government agencies-.
f. Liaison with government agencies on behalf of the evacu ee cnurches.
g. Assistance to Student Relocation Council and resettlement co mmittees.

3. ACTIVITIES
a. Formulation of plans and policies now in force in many-areas of Japanese 

work, i.e., united church program in relocation cen ters, united ministry plan for 
resettlement areas, important phases of resettlement program a nd integration.

b ? Services to relocation centers. . -
(1) Visitation to centers; counseling of church committees , workers, and 

evacuees. (2) Pulpit supply and special programs. (3) Enl istment of support of out�
side churches and service agencies. (4) Provision o f equipment for the cnurches*

• (5) Pecruiting of Japanese and Caucasian workers and the maintenance Of an adequate 
staff in each center church. (6) Posting of important infor mation. (7) Securing 
status and support for Japanese ministers. (8) Initiation of -Japanese literature 
publication, i.e. abridged edition of the Hymnal and'American edition of Japanese 
New Testament. (9) Pecruiting of summer student wor kers. (10; Conducting of con�

ferences and conventions.. Etc. ■  •
c.. Services in resettlement areas.. •

(l) Fostering of a favorable public opinion and commu nity acceptance.
(2) Follow-up of evacuee settlers and introduction to l ocal committees and churches.
(3) Pecruiting evacuees for specific resettlement opportunities . (4) Student re�
location counseling in the centers, and furnishing of informat ion anrecommenda�
tions to Council. (5)' Special activities on the Pacific C oast to facilitate return 
of the evacuees and reacceptance into thoir former commun ities.
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A NISEI LAYMAN'S VIEWS ON CHURCH INTEGRATION

With the days of the relocation center life now clea rly numbered, wheth- 
er they close by the end of this present year or no t, we Christians of Japan�
ese ancestry, both Issei and Nisei, must at once decide t he course of our 
church life* In the centers, the religious needs of  the Christian people 
were met admirably and adequately by an interdenominational union chu rch. 
However, now that we are going to resettle on the "ou tside" we are met with 
the alternatives of either returning to our former segre gated church life or 
integrating into the regular American churches.

Of course the answers given by the Issei may be dif ferent when compared 
with -answers by the Nisei* The Issei, being old, h andicapped in the uSe of 
the English language, on the most part wish to resume the ir former segregated 
church life. Whereas the Nisei may wish to begin to en joy the larger fellow�
ship of a non-segregated church.

Thinking of the whole problem from a long-range vie wpoint, ,i sincerely 
believe that especially for the Nisei, and still mo re important, for the up 
and coming Sansei, integration must be the immediat e and eventual goal.. The 
war and the resultant evacuation has wiped away alm ost all vestiges of the 
segregated Japanese churches- If we do not take this unus ual opportunity to 
start on the road of integration, we are certain to be  delayed in our process 
of assimilation. The future of our lives is in Amer ica, and if we^are to be�
come an integral and pulsating part of that' Americ a, and if our children are 
to become so, we must lay the foundation of that integration today. Eor t he 
Nisei and Sansei to begin attending segregated Japanese churc hes again today 
would be irreparable loss of time which can be. wel l devoted to worshipping 
and associating with American Christians of diverse ancestry* We must also 
well recognise the fact that our assimilation into the total life of America 
can be best begun through the intermingling with American Christians w ho are 
naturally bound to be more sympathetic and friendly«

As for the Issei, I believe it is only natural tha.t in their twilight 
yea.rs • they, would rather v/orship and have fello wship in the comfortable at�
mosphere of their own segregated group«. Since it is thei r desire, to meet 
in a separate body., it may be the most, intelligen t way to meet in such a 
group as a part of some regular American church,. If the  desire is to still 
meet as a segregated Japanese . church5 they should realize and remem ber that 
instead of trying to form Nisei groups within that church  it would be wise 
to encourage Nisei and Sansei to attend and integra te into regular American 
churches.
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As ther« hav© been a number of requests for informat ion condeming the contri�
butions of our const!tuont agencies to student relo cation, tho following is inserted 
for information:

HEFOBT OF THE NATIONAL STUDENT HELD CATION COUNCIL 
on Scholarship Allocations from July, 1942 to January 31 , 1945 

and Current Monthly Commitments

Monthly Commitments to Total Amount
Operating Expenses of Total Number of Scholarship G-rants

Agency Student Relocation Council Students Aided to Students ____

Amer. Friends Service Com. $250.00 8 $ 1,122.00

Baptist Church 150.00 151 33,403.21

* Catholic Church 50.00 25 10,016.00

Congregational .Church 100,00 64 13,429,65

♦ Disciples of Christ Church 50.00 12 1,785.00

Protestant Episcopal Church 66.00 59 15,710.00

Evangelical & Reformed Church 17.00 51 12,218*31

♦ Free Methodist Church 11 2,200.00

Methodist Church 116 13,570,72

Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 150,00 167 35,302,75

United Brethren 25.00 4 325,00

United Lutheran Church 8.00 7 1,375.00

World Student Service Fund . (150.00
(150.00

- YMCA
- YWCA

236 35,320.63

Total number of students who have received aid: 741 
(Some received aid from more than one gro up)

Average grant for one year' per student: $186,98

♦ Information regarding the allocations of these groups i s incomplete,

’’The Executive Committee of the National Japanese American Student Relocation 
Council agreed to look toward terminating most of t he activities of the Council by 
the end of 1945, It was recommended that the Council explo re the possibilities of 
the Home Missions Council taking over the remaining activit ies at the end of 1945,
It was felt that if the Home Missions Council did even tually absorb the Student 
Relocation Council, it should be strongly recommend ed that the Catholic and Unitar�
ian Churches and the YM and YWCA be included in this speci al job* Dr, Wieland felt 
it would be possible for these three groups to be included in a spe cial committee to 
carry on the student work. It was also suggested that th e Council should recommend 
that this group explore the securing of funds for the non-chu rch members and 
Buddhists in 1945,11
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Opportunities for Summer Service

TEE COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION CENTER, POSTON, ARIZONA, urgently needs: 

Teachers of Elementaiy and Secondary School Grades

College Students or Graduates qualified to lead group work

Qualifications

�������������

Accommodations

������������

TEACHERS

The Poston School Department is prepared to employ temporary sch ool 
teachers for the summer (two months, preferably.Jul y and August), 
who are qualified to teach in the following fields:

No. of Teachers Needed

Instrumental music
Shops and crafts Three
Scouting and camping Three
Pine arts 0ne
Free reading and remedial 
Elementary dramatics and remedial reading
�� �� �� ��
Swimming
Craft work for girls

Applicants having four years of college or teachers1 c ollege train�
ing can qualify, at least in the vocational branche s.

Wages will he paid at the prevailing rates: $165 pe r month for 
elementary and $200 per month for secondary grades.

Teachers will he accommodated at the project at a charge of $5.00 
per month for room, and $1.20 per day for hoard.

Candidates should fill out Civil Service Form #57 to indicate will�
ingness to accept employment, and send it together wqth  their let�
ters of application to Dr. Arthur L. Harris, Superintend ent of 
Education, War Relocation Authority, Poston, Arizona .

For the New Year Beginning in late August.or early Sep tember, twenty-seven secondary 
($1970 per year) and twenty-two elementary grade sc hool teachers 
will he needed at Poston. This need presents a great opportunity 
for service for teachers who are able to secure lea ves of absence 

for a year.

Cnalifi cat ions

Apulications

�������� 	������	

Two students are needed for each of the three Poston cam ps (six 
students in all) who are qualified to direct Boy and Girl S cout, 
YMCA, and YWCA activities for young people of junior high schoo l

age. .
Student workers would not receive compensation, hut  every eiiort 
would he made to accommodate them satisfactorily.

Interested students should correspond with Dr. John Powell, Assis�
tant Project Director in Charge of Charge of Community Ma nagement, 
War Relocation Authority, Poston, Arizona, giving their names, ages 
and qualifications for this work*

Protestant Church Commission for Japanese Service, 228  McAllister Street 
����� 9 1944 San Francisco 2, California


