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AMERICAN Ci1viL LiBERTIES UNION

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH

216 PINE STREET -:- SAN FRANCISCO, CAILFORNIA
EXbrook 1816

June 30, 1942,

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Urging the dismissal of the pending federal ocourt suit seeking
%o deprive American~born Japanese of citizenship and the privilege
of voting, attorney Wayne M. Collins today filed a brief as "friend
of the ocourt" on behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union,

"Those who instituted this action," ocomplained the Union in
its brief, "have chosen a strange time in whioh to launch an as=
sault on cherished oonstitutional rights, The attaock is the embo-
diment of intolerance toward minorities within our midst who are
good and loyal citizens and an affront to our allies of other ra=-
ces and other oreeds,"

The Union argued that General Webb, in contending for a "white'
America "is over a century and a half too late," The Fourteenth
Amendment and the cases decided under it by the Supreme Court have
oonsistently upheld the oitizenship of persons of colored raoes
born in the United Statess And, even so far as naturalization is
oonoerned, the United States Congress broke its polioy of limiting
naturalization only to "whites" by allowing foreigneborn oolored
peoples, inoluding Japanese, who served in our armed foreces during
the World War to be admitted to eitizenships

The Union maintained that the plaintiff?s case was built on a
fiction because "The twhite! race is a product of the imagination,
What plaintiff's counsel has done is obvious, He has confused the
word twhite! with the word YAryan! as understood in modern Germany
under Nazi rulee sse It is known that no European blood has been
entirely frec of Mongol, Hindu, Egyptian, Arabic and Slav blood
infiltrationy Those who would claim purity” of blood must trace
their genealogy back to the Noanderthal man, thonce to the suspeo-
tod ape=-liko ancestor of man, and thon bridge the enormous gap
through acons to a particular lowly amoecba to which the word
fwhite? would laock significanoce,"

"It is only a voioe alien to Amcrioca that would deprive un=
fortunate ecitizons of Japancso extraotion of their voting privi=-
logo," said tho Union, "Thoso who are actually responsible for
instigating this assault on human rights and oconstitutional privi-
legos arc truoc to thoir typos They fish in troubled waters, Thoy
oxhibit the typical courage of the opportunists -~ they kick the
woak, thoe helpless and tho prostratc,”

Answering tho contontion in the petition that "dual citizon-
ship" is a waivor of citizonship in thc Unitod States, tho Union
pointed out that tho Suprceme Court has held otherwises Moroover,
“in 1924 tho Dict of Japan adopted an Aot rcloasing from Japanoso
oitizonship any child born abroad subscquent to its passage and
not rogistored within 14 days thercaftor at a Japanosc consulatos"




The Fiftoonth Amendmont, prohibiting abridgment of the right to
vote "on acoount of racc, color or provious oondition of scrvitude" was
advanoed by the Union as "a conolusive barricr set up against the pro=-
cise thing the plaintiff attompts to do horcin,"

Finally, the suit was donounced "as an unwarranted and unjustifed
attaok on constitutional rights, It is not basod upon an appoal to roae
son but to prejudices It springs from a hato that was tho produet of a
past age whioh was nourished on inflammatory literaturc and yollowsjours
nalisme We havo no doubt that this Court will adhorc with charactorise
tio oourage and fidelity to tho Constitution and to tho dcoisions of tho
Ue S Supreme Court whioh arc applicable to the issucs horein,"

Yoy e

Ernost Bosig, Dircotor,
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FOR INJUNCTION

James Ko Fisk v, G, E, Wade as Coe Clerk & Registrar of Voters in ete,
(Re Robert Hunter represents Wade )--Extension granted, until June 17th.

§ 4 A el 3 -

X

dalter A, Dold) Answer filed lay 28,

John T, Regan v. Cameron King (Reps by

June 8 piaced on St. Sure's calendar to be set, Set for June 16,

Answer raises following defenses; l. no juris over the subject matter;
2e No juris over person of defendent; 3. no olaim or cause of action
against defendant upon which relief can be granteds 4., Specific dew
nialse=--Affirmative Defense: That it has been the general practice to

'

permit native born citizens to vote irrespective of race, color, creed

o

or religion; def. has no means of knowing the race, color, creed or ro-

ligion of native born registered voters,

(=]

Complaints claims jurisdiction under Arte II Secse 1 & 23 t4th, 15th & 17th
Amendments. Sec. 1 Art. II of the Constite State of Calif., & +the Folle A
of Congress: lNay 3}, 1870, ¢ 111, sec. 1, 16 Stat. 140 (USC Title 8, Seas.

E

Title 28, Sec. 41, subsec. 1 & 14,
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cause they have renounced?

Does the Attorney General have legal basis to do this
individual basis? If so what w d be the legal way

the definition of Japane hostile?

department legallv assume
e1 cata zory and the HNisel

7. Can a pesrson fefuse to register as alien and at the
same time escape penalties if he so proposes to fight for

restoration of citizenshin or has the justice department
the complete right to d oy alien following
the registration withou 3 review of the
cases?

8. Does not the Attorney General have to review or reject cas
which didnot comfirm with the law in that it was not a Dprson
on free will and intention?

< iven if renuncistion is granted
doe 10t any potential renuncees ha
"tluntar depnortation?

in the individual cases,
e

v to have

10, If renunciation was not contrary to the national defense,
how could it be regarded as a2 hostile act?

Is it possible to depert any person without a deportation

raise the questi
ny mass deportation

“o)

0} the need for judicial
n *roce dure or on individual

curance of this center in actual situation where

-

advice and counsel was '\rovu}eo'7
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wishes to ) ; 1

wh

¢ 5 , ) s held in a stat * continual
duress wh a 5h ) o of renunciants of other nationals
were not

16, How could individual hearings on which approval was
supposedly based be approved by the Attorney General in large
number, in some cases of & thousand. How can he approve a
thousand at a time?

In evident that the justice department attempts to try
portation, what stand should family members take? TFrom
point of view of fighting.

WRA resnonsible to advice families as to what stand to
take in view of the faet that they will be left withaut support
ih many cases at a time when WRA program urges center closure?

19, Were there any conies of the law avallable in the center
concerning repunciation?

20, Can peonle be held to penalties in consecuence of the law
f which no copies ever entered this center or, (is it possible
although iznorance of the law is no defense)?

9]

21. Wasn't Tule Lake segregee virtually in jail or in prison
bound by an organization {A not of his own choosing op making
in terms of relation in oallr life?

22, If detention of renuncee is based on the assumption of
the affirmetive act of disloyalty, was any attempt made to
distinguish the protest answer from intentional renunciation,
esp ecflallv in view of the fact that people were totally
confined.

23:., Were verbal acts or signature acts of disloyalty grounds

for detention?

24, Cen this legislature be a challenge on the grounds in setting
up the program in streamlines fashion in Tule Lake and not
opening renunciation office in the other parts of the couniry;
the whole program was aimed at the people of fule Lake and was

consequently separately a discriminatory act?

25, The cuestion of due processing fault can a person of
renunciation be 8et up under center conditions where people

are not made justly aware of all consequence?and ziven thg
ssame protection of making mistakes as people in any outside

communitye.




PORTLAND CITIZENS COMMITTEE T0 AID RELOCATION

722 BEDELL BUILDING << PORTLAND 4, OREGON

October 25, 1945

BLAIR STEWART, Chairman

MRS. GEORGE P. SALE, Secretary

Hon. Tom Clark
Attorney Genersal
Department of Justice
Washington, De Ce

Dear Mre. Clark:

The Portland Citizens Committee to Aid Relocation has learned that some
1,400 American-born citizens of Japanese ancestry face deportation proceedingss
We understend this is due to the fact that, following hearings held by the
Department of Justice for the purpose of ascertaining their loyalty to the United
States, such Japenese-Americans executed statements declaring they desired to
surrender their constitutional rights as citizens of the United States and to be
classed as Japanese nationals. We are further advised that many of such Japanese-
Americans do not wish to be deprived of their citizenship and to be deported to
Japan. We urge that, to avoid a wholesale miscarrisge of justice and to prevent
innumerable personal and family tragedies, & rehearing be granted each of the
persons involved who desires onee

In making this request the Committee wishes to emphasize that it is
meking no reflection whatsoever upon the hearings previously held by your Depart-
ment which preceded in eech instance the execution of such statements of renun=-
ciation. On the contrary, our Committee is aware that the hearings were open and
feir and conducted in a manner which places them and the Department's personnel
beyond reproachs Moreover, we algo are aware that at such hearings some of the
renunciants indicated very emphatically their willingness to return or migrate to
Japeane

The Committee also recognizes that there undoubtedly are some renunciants
who then desired snd still desire to surrender their American citizenship, With
reference to such renunciants our Committee makes no representations end completely
sccepts such determinations with reference to deportation proceedings as have been
or will be made.

However, the Committee is quite firmly convinced that the overwhelming

majority of the renuncients do not desire and, what is far more important, have

et no time desired to give up their birthright and cease to be loyal and law

abiding citizens of the United States. As to these renuncients, it is our con-

tention that the action taken by them end purporting to represent a voluntary

decision on their part was not so in fact. As & practical matter such renunciants

had no real opportunity to meke a free choice. In most instances their purported
Qgéfgunciation of their citizenship rights wes dictated by parental order or by




Hon. Tom Clark -Om October 25,1945

abject fear of personal violence at the hands of other foreign~-born Japanese
residents at the Tule Lake Camps The very real nature of such pressures and
threats was well known to the Department and is attested by the necessity, from
time to time, of removing agitators to internment camps operated by the Department.
In other cases, the signing of renunciations was the result of misunderstandings
end emotional disturbances of such degree as to preclude the possibility of
detached and considered judgments by any of the Japanese-Americans affected.

Nor does our Committee believe that, except perheps in a negligible
number of casecs, the attitude of such renunciants who do not desire to leave the
United States was affected by VJ Day. VJ Day merely served to ease the tensions
&nd pressures which existed and thereby enable such renuncients for the first
time to meke their real attitude knowm.

In view thereof, and because of the drastic and final nature of the
action which would be taken in depriving such renunciants of their citizenship
and in déporting them, we submit that each renunciant who expresses a desire
therefore should be afforded a hearing conducted fairly and in an atmosphere not
charged with hate, fear and other factors which would prevent him from exercising
a free choice upon a matter of such vital importance.

In the foregoing our Committee has called attention solely to consider=
ations which bear upon a rehearing for such renunciants as a matter of right. We
feel that there are a number of other considerations which properly should be
taken into account in analyzing and evaluating a problem of so involved a nature
as this one and one the handling of which may have an important effect upon
related post-war problems and upon the constitutional rights of citizens belong=-
ing to other racial minoritics, :

As you and $he Department are well aware, the family and personal situ=-
etions of the renunciants involved are highly complex and diverse. There are
instances in which the husband or the wife, as the case mey be, of the American=~
born renunciant is foreign born and thercfore was not oalled upon to express his
or her views with reference to the exccution of & statement of renunciation,
There are instances in which, although both husband and wife are American-born,
only one or the other has executed a statement of renuncistion. Again, there
are instances in which one or both American-born parents haye exscutcd renunci=
ations and in which their minor American-bern children did not or were too young
to be called upon to express their desires in the matter. There are also instences
in which renuncictions were executed by Americen-born children of foreign-born
parentse. Finally, there are variants of each of these types of casese

The deportation of those Japanese-Americans who have executed statements
of renunciation will cause numereus breakups in families because of the refusal
or unwillipgness of other members of their families to lcave the United Statess
There will be numerous tragic situations resulting from the compulsory departufe
of renunciants and members of their familiet who do not desire to leaves Moreover,
in some instances the resulte will be highly incongruous in that American-born
Jepanese who do not desire te leave the United States will be compelled to do so
while their foreign-born parents who may have forced their American~born children
to exeouta such renunciations will be permitted to remain,
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Now that the emotional tensions of war have been dissipated and the
nation is again in e position to give its attention to the adtivities of a peace-
time world, many wartime actions taken with reference to numerous matters of every
conceivable type and character will be reevaluated and reconsidered in the light
of the circumstances now obtaining. It is our feeling thet no less consideration
should be extended to the renunciants, particularly since they were subject not
merely to the disturbences flowing from the war itself, but in addition their
actions were influenced, controlled or dictated by emotional and other maladjust-
ments and pressures produced by the evacuation program itself.

In view of the considerations set forth and the definitive nature of
the action proposed to be taken, our Committee firmly believes that the Depart-
ment of Justice should in every instance exhaust every possibility of ascertain-
ine the actual facts and thet no native-born citizen, constitutionally centitled
to all of the rights of citizenship, should be deprived thereof, excent as a
matter of free choice pursuant to a heering which provides a real opportunity
for the exercise of such free choicee Accordingly, we, the members of the
Portland Citizens Committee to Aid.Relocation, respectfully request that the
Department of Justice grant a rehearing to each renunciant who indicates his
desire therefore.

Copies of this communication are being sent to members of the Congress
from the State of Oregon; Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior; Dillon Ss
Myer, Director, War Relocation Authority, Washington, De Ce; and Congressman
Samuel Dickstein, Chairman of the House Immigration Sub=Committces

Respectfully submitted,

[ ey | (/1(,/ Vil

Blair Stewart, Chairman
Portland Citizens Committee to
Aid Relocation
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SECOND JAPAN SAILING T e

DEPARTURE OF FRMELY GROUPS
SET BY JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

The Departuent cf Justice has notified R. R, Best, project director, thata second
.ship will sail from Seatile for Jepan en or about Dec, 74 on which space will be a=
vailable for approximately 2800 persons, the sailing list te bo made mp of voluntary
repatriates in internment camps whieh are administered by the Department of Justices
voluntary repatriates in Tule Lake Center, which is administered by WRA, who are un=
der jurisdiction 6f the Department of Justics, and pthier persens in Tule Lake Center
whp voluntarily place themselves under jurisdaiction nf the Department of Justice for
the purpsse of geing te Japan.

Tie following announcoment, dinstructions and explanations eof the Departnent of
Justice are nresented far the 1nfnrmutian of those residents sf Tule Lake Center who
ara or who may be affecteds

DEFARTILIT OF JUSTICE w MiOUNCIMENT

A ship will sail on or about Dee. 7, 1945, on which space will be available for
approximately 2800 persons. All persons desiring to depart for Japan &n this date
must make applicationto the Immigration and Naturalization Service at tihe Frocessing
Building commeneing at 12 noon Monday, Nov, 26, No appliecation for departure will
be acceoted after 12 noon Wednesday, Nev. 28, ‘

PiBSONS WHO WILL BE ACCEPTED

All persons accepted for sailing en this date must fall inton one of thie folloving
classificationss

1. S8ingle or unattached males whio are aliens or renunciants desiring voluntary
departure to Japane.

2. Single or unattached females who are alisns or renunciants desirjng voluntary
departure to Jopan,

Fu 1%, wonps, ineluding men, wopen and ehildren., In this group tie tead of
the family must be eithier an aliey or a renunciant desiring voluntary deporte=
ure to Jepan, Children in this group may include U, S, eitizens,

Wives and ehildren of aliens or renunciants residing at ether camps 1.0 dee
sire voluntary departure te Japa, provided the family member residing at the
pther eemp has requented that he be permitted to dopart on tiis sailing,

All persons aceepted must be in good health, with the exeeption that ill persons
who are ambulatory cases will be aceupted, and a small numbsr of diabetics will be
accepted, No ill persons whoare litter eases will be aceeptgd, nor will women preg-
nant over weven months er babies under tiree months of age be allowed to aecompany
the party.

SFECTAL NOTICE

,-v,.

E.fi...:'.-a_u_,f‘fBIQD TO_GO_BEFORE, HE DOES_LOT NOi HAVE TO 0 UXLasS 78 (A lin, 19
NO PLASON W10 DOPS NOT _DIgIRi M0 DEPART ON THIS VOY! O £ HOULD . PP’ ~’;
@Esg;w;u BUILDING TO MLKE APPLICATION, PiRSONS WHO DO I T ST 0 GO | AILJ-

PUNISH II Al ’Y WAY NOp WILL THERE BE A'Y CHANGE VADE IN THE WAY LY .
ARE IQJP Lﬂ_J.CLxUS“ OF_TILIS_FACT.

VO_PLRSON IS Bl PLACED ABOARD THYS VESSEL IF HE DOES OT !OW ASK 10 0, 1
F A ) : i

T
0y

BAGGAGE

Each person departing to Japan will be allewed ta tako wita him baggage in the
total amount 6f 175 pounds, which will be divided into twoe partse. The stateroom bag=
gage, or taat vart of the ba gaje which may be carried with the repatriate, must not
exeead 60 pounds, Tiac cirgo=10ld Yaggage must not exceed in weight the differenee

(eontinued on page 2)




z November 26, 1945 ———=asmsmes Newesll, California
(continued from page 1)

between the veight of the stateroom bazgeze and the total of 175 pounc

~ttorney contracts, instruments of ownership or of a transactional natu
tion documents, currency, travelers checks, ete., must not be packed

bazgage but must be kept on the person to facilitate insp@ctiOA.
tion »or inflammables such as matciies, ligater fluid, etce., may be
uold baggage. Stateroom bag”ﬁg/, or that part of the ba gf“”n whien may Do C/TT1ed,
must consist of one piece only for each person., Such taggage e must weigh not more than
60 pouunds, Children under 14 years of age will not be sllowed to ship eargo= 014
ge will be alloved up to 60 pounds of stateroom baggagee All bagal
' u; 62868, harrack us g8 or 15_»qusr *o>aq Bg”i”iﬁd
.SP and pgginrg, o otnar type of baggage Vi

BLGCLGE COLLECTION DEADLINE

> fust be taken by its ewners to the auditorium huildin1gf§*

Nov, 28, where it will be weighed and inspected by offi~
Service and retained in the custody of that service until
be accepted after 5 pem. Dec, 1y 1947.

~

D’."

€

D\‘
Om

1

All cargo=ihold bagpgage must e marked wiith the person's name (printed
letters) and zddressed to "PORT TRLNSPORTATION OFFICER, SEATTLE PORT CF
gnd must also be marked “RLPATRIATE TO JAPALL"

! Ok FUNDS, PEROONAL EF

Eacii person may take witl $40 in currensy or in travelers c. ecks, and in addi-
tion may take withi him the total mmwount earned le in the center in curreﬂcy, tra=
velers checks or non=negotiable emd non-iransferrable securities. The amount earned
vhile in the center must be substantiated by a certificate from the Project Director
of Tule Lgke Centere All U, S, curreney must be in denomination of $20 or 13sse Hach
person may take pu“oq 1 effects suchas tools of trade, slectric irons; radios, elec=
tric razors, etc.s which are his personal property and which were nct purciased as
gifts for export. Kach perssn may take with him forei n currency in any amcunt.

s Ll

VACCINATION AND IMMUNIZATION

Prior to departure frem Tule lLoke Center, sach person must be vaccinated azuinst
smallpox and immunized against typhoid para-~typhioid or have heen s¢ vaccinated or im=
munized within one year of the date of sailing and carry & medical certiiicate 1o
this effeet, The dateand place of the vaccination and immunization will be announced
later,

All questions whic: may arise regarding regulations, facilities or arrang oments
for this movement shiould be directed not to WRA tut to repFOSentLtlves of the Departe
nent of Justice in thie Proecessing Building.
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Deportatlon---DeatH?

i South Korean Must Leave U. S.
' —And He Says Rhee Will Kill Him

mA 42-ye'«t1)r-%ld Ktm:atn }19"{1“&““ portation. It is simply a matter of
ay soon be deported to his home- ¥ .
land (after 15 years in the United Park's having entered the U. 8. as
States) to face possible execution. a student in 1937 with the intention

Sang Ryup Park and four for-|0f not going back home,
mer American officials insist the{HIS DILEMMA
execution is not just possible, but| 1In essence, Park’s case preserit,s
ce;fam.P £ . i this dilemma: - °
or Par] as made no nes
abouv his opposition to Korea's Df) opponents of our Korean
President, Syngman Rhee, according|21ly’s government remain unmo-
to the American Civil Liberties|lested, or are they summarily dis-
Union, which is fighting to keep|posed of as some observers insist?
him here,
Young Han Choo, Korean consul
The union has entered the case h £ T et o8 " AnDales
on the basis of the McCarran Act|..c'¢ Telers to S DR

2 Korean paper Park edited as a
which provides that no alien be de-|;;
poftedplf that means “physical mouthpiece for North Korea Com-/|

persecution.” munists ‘and an advocate of the
! Immigration officials say Com- llq%gif' I;ggic%“;rk has that he will
mgnism is not an issue in the de- be shot i8 imaginary fiction,” Choo
said,

“Our government was formed by
the United Nations; we have courts,
legislative departments, due process
of law.

“So-called liberals, left-wingers
and Communists condemn our gov-
ernment as reactionery. Park need
not fear so long as he behaves him-,
self.”

THE OTHER SIDE

Ernest Besig, director of the union
here, replied:

“Anybody who criticizes the Rhee
regime is automatically classed as
a Communist.

“Park insists Rhee's government
is made up of former collaborators
with the Japanese; that it’s corrupt
and that there’s little to choose be-
tween the terrorism of South Korea
and the barbarism of North Korea.”
Besig describes Park, who |is
awaiting his fate at the immigra-
tion detention facilities on San-
some street, as an “idealist, sltting
on a-cloud.

“He’s a man who is vitally con-
cerned over what he regards as
grave questions of principle,” Besig
said.

Park, whose wife and child are
in Seoul, came to thé United States’
in 1937. He graduated from Ohio(
Wesleyan University in 1941 with a|
B.A,, translated for the government,
.for a while, then joined a Los An-:
geles paper, New Korea,

Later he sponsored a weekly,!
Korean Independence, edited it
until June 1947, then served as its|
English editor. |

STAY OF DEPORTATION

The Civil Liberties Union enteredl
the case a few months ago. They.
got a stay of deportation for Park’
—on condition the union pays $3
a day for his detention costs.
At an immigration hearing  here
last week the union produced af*
fidavits from four Americans for-
merly stationed in Korea.
All four agreed Park probably
would be executed if sent home,
Stanley W. Earl, who served
from August, 1947, until June, 1950,
as special asslstant to the chief of
the American Legion in' Korea,
wrote:
“It is my belief that if this man
is deported to South Korea he will
be summarily executed by the Rhee
government as a traitor and Com-
munist.”
Stewart Meacham, who served as
labor adviser to Lieutenant Gen-
eral John R. Hodge, former com-
mander of U. S. armed forces in
Korea, said:
“I would expect him to be quickly
disposed of by torture murder at
hands of Rhee’s police.”
“Nonsense,” said Korean Consul
Choo. “President Rhee has no more
power than President Truman.”
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