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The captain and two enlisted men of the Army Interviewing
Team remained at the center during the week checking records
and doing the necessary paper work in connection with *he
army interviews. The captain left Saturday to return to the
west coast, but the enlisted men remained here., Major English
and Major Morgan are expected to return for a few scattered in-
terviews,

o Wi, i e o

The Project Director has receilved from the Army team a list
of 26 individuals who have been interviewed and placed on the
cleared list, but we have no information concerning the number
of people who were glven exclusion notices or notices that their
cases are still pending. The Project Director has been advised
that a complete exclusion and segregation list will be furnished
the Washington office by January 20 and it is supposed that this
list, insofar as it concerns residents of thils center, will be
forwarded here., It is important that we receive this list as
soon as possible so that it can be easily determined who is eligi-
ble to leave the center.

There is a great deal of interest in relocation in general

but there is a lack of interest in California. The
Relocation orr1c3*1s—uruwa3a’iI%H“5ggﬁ?ﬁ“iﬁﬁ'ﬁfs“Iﬁtg?sifza in
settling in other parts of the country. Mkost of these people,
however, do not have specific plans as to where they want to go
or what they want to do but there is a great demand for informa-
tion on relocation in general. On the other hand, the Community
Analyst is of the opinion that there is a substantial group of
people here who have no relocation plans and who state that they
have no intention of leaving the center unless they are forced
to do so.

In the latter part of the week there has been a wide spread
rumor among the evacuees that five men from Gila River Center
were beaten or stabbed in Los Angeles. This rumor reached such
proportions that the Project Director has wired Mr. Cuzzens for
a confirmatio denlal., Many people here are of the opinion
that the story, started in a deliberate attempt to discourage re-
location on the west coast.

The Joint Advisory Committee met this week and it 1s interest-
ing to note that practically all questions raised by the evacuee
members of the committee concerned relocation and practically none
concerned new WRA procedure. The old questions of housing, em-
ployment and community acceptance {irelthe ones that wg:e discussed

o _
ﬁﬁf_%%iieiﬂﬁ §E§§1t!§§ ?gggr%gglgpeniﬁgeo*nthge:%s%ncgasggesﬂégnver s
we believe that more questions on procedure will arise as soon as
more time has been aliowod for the study of Manual Release 158,
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Since January 2 there has been a considerable number of vis-
itors arriving without permits from Relocation Field Officeés.
These people were sent to the Relocation Office for interviews
and all have been admitted for a limited time. We believe that
there will be a great many more of these visitors and that they
may become quite a problem. Evacuee residents have been instructed
through the project paper to notify relatives and friends on the .
outside that visitors should have approval of visits in advance by
Relocation Field Offices.

Two representatives of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service arrived to check on cases of illegal entry. They brought
with them a list of 26 persons to be interviewed. They are now
checking our records and will send a list of doubtful persons to
their New Urleans office for further checking and from there those
that are still doubtful will be sent to Philadelphia for additione-
al investigation. Cases that are still considered doubtful will
be referred back to the project for interviews by the Immigration
and Naturalization men here, These representatives have stated
that they estimate there will be approximately 150 to 175 people
who will be interviewed.

Mr, Edward B, Marks of Washington Office arrived at the center
Monday to assist in interpreting new procedure and to report to
the Director developments arising from the lifting of the mass ex-
clusion order.
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Une family returned to California this week and it is
believed that 25 individuals will have laft for the west coast
by the 23rd of this moanth, Fifty-five have left the center
on Indefinite Leave since January 1. The relocation cffice is
erowded to capaclty with evacuees eom&gi in for interviews,
for general information snd t¢ make famlly plans for relocation.

bince 1ngx_ng§e becese convinced that po transportation and sube
sistence 3 : ' ess there is an approved family
plan, thﬁi%’EEE‘BEEh & great increase in interest in having
these plans perfected., dost of those who come to disecuss their
plans @0 not intend to relocate immediately but it is a
indication that they expect tc leave the center eventually.

The relocation progras officer has rsccntx{ had an inguiry
from a large farm operator at Ctockton, Californias, who has
land and houses to take care of 100 families. The coffer is
being considered by evacuee lsaders and they are now awaiting
more detalled information concerning it. It is believed that
the visit of the relocatlion program officer and five evacuee
leaders to the New Urleans area was well worth while, Among
the evagcuees was the chalrman of the couneil, who is alse
chairmen c¢f the Resettlement Planning Commission, the caaire
man of the bleock managers, one of the evacuee farm super-
visors and kr. Koh kural, an agriculturist of wide reputa-

tion among the pecple of Japanese descent. The group was
partieularly pleased with the soil, climate, and the attitude
of New Orleans people, Mr, lurail and the farm foreman are
plarning a return trip to that area within a few weeks for a
stay of a week or two in order to obtain mere detalled infore
mation and, if possible, to make definite arrangements for
reseltliement of several farmers there,

Except for one clerk-stenographer, the appointed staff
of the helocation Division will be complete by January 16, It
seems likely that there wili be a radical increase in reloca=
tion as scon as school 1s out and plans are now being made to
use some of the teaching staff as temporary employees of the
lelocation Division as soon as they have been released from
their school duties at the end of the present term,

A ht be expected, varicus kinds of rumers are cire
culating zhztagh the czator &ondins to discourage relocation,
is was mentioned last week, one concerned the alleged beating
of evacuees in Los Angeles, My, Cozzens' vigorous denial of
this was printed in the projootugigor and since that time we
have not goard a great deal on subject. Another ruamor
is that all evacuees must have & permit if they move more
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ive miles from the original point of resettlement on the
:2:: io::t. This cvtduﬁtly‘{ronc from the restrietions that

liens. ©6till another is that ¢ in-
g e be wi & short time
8 a tendency evacuees walt for this rather than make

lans for indefinite leave, The old problem of relocation for
;anilxoa in which the husband or son, who normally would act
as head of the family, is in the aruy, keeps coming up. Its ime
rtance was emphasized by one of the evacuees who was inducted
to the and who recently returned to the center and ro-
ported th:§.Zo had been given a furlough by his commanding of-
ficer to talk to the evacuees here in an attempt to discover
how sericus this problem really is. A typical example is a
Nisel who was discussing his particular situation with the
Co-ordinator a few days ago. He is years of aio and owns
& good farm in California, His fami » wiileh includes a mother
and father and wife and som, is still in the center, He has
been ment in a unrnzinnt in Illinois.
The whe s to © California, but if the huse
band leaves his job for a menth or two to settle his family in
California his led and he will be taken
into the aruy before his family can be Teestablished on the
west coasts If Selective fervice would establish a poliey of
postponenent in cuses of this kind it would be of great assiste
ance to the reloeation Program and would also make the evacuees
feel that a sincere attempt was being made to assist them in
solving their particular problens,

The Army Interviewing Team is still here but it now
seems that they will leave by the end of next weeks They are
still holding a few scattered interviews but most of their work
how concerns records and handing out exclusion notices, These
notices appear to be coming back from the west coast with reason-
able promptness. ¥e have no information as to how many people
received these or the segregation notices and the on way project
offielals can tell whe 1is flee to leave the center is the clear-
ed list provided by the army. However, there seems to be quite a
few errors in this list, since we know of several cases whnq%gf

people have not been called in for interviews but are still
the cleared list, 1

The Personnel cection is lanning to make a e surv
in this locality within a short t:ﬂ. in preparation r::‘hirlngq’
outside labor if this becomes negessary in operating the project,

g: ganliti:::g:n:.oi.cth::zigzzz ::'halp chnetcd te dotc::&no
which ones 8 center administrae
tion after the schocls close this spring,

A Nisei girl from this center has been selected as one
of the offieials of the Arkansas Club at Blue Mountain College
at Blue Mountain, Mississippi,

-
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At a general staff meeting of the sppointed personnel the 24,
Co-ordinator that all WRA employees become familier with new ﬂ
procedure 1s after the west coast was opened. He suggested that
ud.‘thon:p oum: pom:‘ -::o 2 :n &n{mﬁa& kit on this sub-
. urthe @ 4] a J

!or the Relocation B!vutu alone but is a 5:%"!: goﬁ. nﬂ'm‘”
employees must give assistance. The group was warned agalnst specu-
lation or guessing in answering the guestions of the evacuees and
the importance of sending an evacuee to the proper person to obtain
information was pointed out. At the same meeting the Project Direec-
tor announced that the Community Analyst had been designated to in-
vestigate and run down all rumors, e Apalyst's first activity in
this connection was to trace the source of widespread misinformation
concerning tramsportation and assistance ts, He is now investi-

ting & report thet a Federal % sooiation in Califomia

s uu: resolution denying ass®™tance to all persons of Japan-
ese¢ descent.

The Co-ordinator, the rintendent of Eduoation, the
Chief of Commnity Activities end the Reports Officer held a con-

ference with reference to the showing o whiech
e

£ odugs :
t be h to those It agreefl t

BEnt B e pful ke e et se Foir bines cach wWeek. The projeot
will be divided into four districts eand the films will be shown
one night in each distriet., It is planned to use the mes halls
for this purpese., The films are to be selected by a ©o ttee
of evacuees end the Community Activities Section will be responsi-
ble for showing them. . :

One individual and three f ies returned to a
daring the week. iho families tos:fﬁ eleven poruu.o‘m?‘
these people are farmers and all were m-u terminal leave. Re-
location orrht:lt.: v::.t“ ::: opunl“ tlthoyrvnl be tgo::.u-
vance resen return a larger group

west n’:’it. Thirteen other individuals were given terminal leave
for relocation im the middle west. One hundred three initial

interviews were conducted during the week and m!.ntn{%
followeap interviews were held. As of Jenuary 18, eighty
mnndmmaumxxmosmwxm of
this number re to California, All visitors who come the cen-

ter without ts from Reloocation officials are sent to the Relo~-
eation Division for interviews, All of these have been admitted up
umltMMMorthnlunthd»t eht
hours. The number of people coming %o the center for visits without
permits is deereasing n!.{y end it is believed that they will not eom-

stitute e Rejor problem.

| tion and Naturalization Service men are con-
rk b but it is believed that they will leave by
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that there are nine de-
ddditional wybtful cases
?ddodgf: thn:

the end of next week. They have reported
portees in the center, and there are ten
of which at least three will probably b

ETroup.

-

It is difficult to get any def
status of the work of the Army Team., 1
work here would be completed by the end ,
pears that it may continue for several more we
standing that no decisions from the west coast @ been received
in at least thirty of the cases interviewed by the Army Team. There
also seems to be a substantlal number of errors in the Army records

which are now being corrected.

The Helocatlion Division has taken over another whole barrack
building that has been remodeled to make offices. The Evacuse Prope
erty Officer has also moved into this same building. The Evacuee
Kelocation Planning Commission has been provided office space adjoine
ing the Kelocation Library in one of the Relocation Barracks. The
Commission met during the week but the chief business conducted was
a discussion of a program for the proposed all center conference on

relocation and other evacuee problems.

Dr., 4. Pressman, Chief Medical Officer, War Relocation
Authority, Washington, L., C,, visited the center and held coafer-
ences with the officlals of the Hospital, Welfare Section and Re-
location Division. MNr., E. H. Reed, head of Agriculture Section,
War Relocation Authority, Washington, D, C., also visited the cen-
ter during the week to discuss plans for the liguidatlon of the
Agriculture Division. All agriculture equipment and supplies at
the center are being cataloged and a substantial portion has al-

ready been declared surplus.

Ninety-nine high school graduates received their diplomas
Friday night. The graduating address was made by Dr. R. €. Daily,
head of the History Department of COuchita College, Brkadelphia,
Arkansas. The Baccalaursate service was held Sunday night, Jan-
uary l4, and the chief address was by Dr., James Bradley, Minister
of the Presbyterian Church, McGehee, Arkansas,
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Forty-four people were granted terminal leave dur-
ing the week and thirteen of these returned to Califorania,
The California group was composed of three complete fam-
ilies and one individual. Up to Saturday, January 27,
one hundred-twenty-seven terminal leaves were granted
this month and twenty-six of these people returned to
California. One hundred-twenty-nine initial interviews
were conducted by the Rclocat‘hn Division during the week,

On January 22, five center residents reported for
pre-induction examinations and on Jamuary 23, thirteen
reported for induction. | \

Thirty-seven persons at this center are on the \
Army Sggggai;qn List and between sixty and sixty-five |
are ot; tha- ﬁxcludn List. We have received definite
mstmctiomTr; the Army that thirty-four of the Exe
cludees are to be permitted to leave the center. WQ
hope to receive instructions emning the remainder of
this group within a short time. The Army Interviewing
Team and the representatives of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service are still here, It seems thatl
most of their work is completed and they are apparently
awaiting new instructions.

There has been a decided m. recently in the

number of rumors., In fact, no new ones were reported
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during the week, Information concerning the situation
on the west coast has started coming in from Mr,., Cozzens'
office and we believe that this will be helpful in advising
the people of the true situation there., Mr. Cozzens' re-
ports on real and fictitious incidents on the west coast
are given full publicity in the center paper and we are
of the opinion that this has had a wholesome influence on
the evacuees., Even when reports of violence are vorifiod
we are confident that the true reports help down exaggerated
stories.

Several evacuees left for New Orleans this week
to obtain more information about that area. We belleve
the New Orleans district has real relocation pessibilities,

It seems that some of the evacuees are also of this opinion,
The chief tract of farm land, amounting to 616 acres,

which has been leased by the project for growing vegetables
and other crops has been sub-leased to a nearby farm operator
for $5,050.00. The project is to pay the owner slightly
more than $4,000,00 for the use of this land., The difference
between this amount and the $5,050.00 which the WRA will re-
ceive is accounted for by improvements and growing crops.
With this deal completed there remains only a small plot of

a few acres to be subleased sometime in the future.
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There has been considerable discussion among the evac-
uees in general and among members of the Community Council
and the Relocation Planning Commission in particular con-
cerning the proposed all-center conference which is tenta=
tively scheduled to be held at Salt Lake City or lenver.

The Council or the Planning Commission has réceived from
the rgpas Center two pggggg}tioq!_to be discussed at the

cgnreffggo. One of these is based on the assulbtion that
it is impossible fo e evacuees to 1 until
the war 1s over, The other is based on the assumption that
the evacuees can relocate if they receive enough aid from
the government. These suggestions were discussed in block
meetings in most of the blocks. There does not seem to be
a uniformity of opinion among the evacuees on these prop-
ositions and we do mot believe there is any organized move=-
ment to keep the people from leaving the center, On the
other hand, they seem to be more in a bargaining fraue of
..m‘
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The most important event of the week was lr, liyer's “Dnecro

visit. He arrived late Monday night and left early Thursday

morning. The following schedule was followed during his two

day wvisit:
Luesday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM

10300 AM

2300 PH

3330 PM

7345 PM

8:30 AM

9300 AM

10300 AM

13115 Pu

Conference with Mr, Johnston, Project
Director

Interview with English and Japanese
editors of the center paper, The Outpost
Conference with appointed personnel meme
bers of the Co-ordinator's committee
Interview with the editor of the licGehee
paper, who also represented the Arkansas
Democrat

Addressed a joint meeting of the Block
Managers and Community Council

Addressed a staff meeting of the appointed

personnel

Addressed High School students

Met with Evacuee Relocation Planning Com-
mission

Attended a joint conference of Welfare and
Relocation Division employees

Conference with Mr. Koh Murai on relocation
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possibilities in the New Orleans area

1330 PM = Interviewed the chairman of the Japanese
Nationals Committee for dealing with the
Spanish Consul, and another Issei leader
concerning a cooperative colonization
plan

2315 PM - Conferred with a representative group of
leading Nisel

3330 PM - Made a short inspection trip over the
project

7130 PM - Addressed a mass meeting of more than
1200 representative evacuees in the

center auditorium.

We are confident that Mr, Myer's visit was very beneficial
in soyornl respects., All reports indicate that the vast majore
ity of the evacuees are convinced of Mr, Myer's sincerity and
believe that he honestly has their interests at heart. His
statements also did much to convince the evacuees that the pro=-
Ject was really going to close at the end of the year, An efe
fort was made to see that those who heard lir, Myer's speech at
the auditorium were representatives of families and had sufficient
knowledge of English to understand his address.

The head of Community Activities, the Co-ordinator, the

/ . Superintendent of Education and the Reports Officer have worked
/\\ é out a plan for showing educational films four times each week

T

. at this center, The films will be selected by an evacuee come

- mittee with the idea of preparing the people for life outside
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the center, The first showing is scheduled for next week,
The Community Activities Section is to be responsible for
showing these films and is taking the lead in this matter,

The Projeet Director requested in a general staff
meeting that all section and division heads start collecting
material for the final project report,

Seventy-five display photographs 12"x14", showing out-
side activities of evacuees who have relocated from this cen=
ter, have been posted in selected locations throughout this
center, The pictures and captions were first mounted on
cloth panels so that they make an attractive display'and can
be moved easily from place to place, Each panel is composed
of four pictures.

The two representatives of the Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service have completed their work here and left the late
ter part of the week, The Army Team is still at the center
but is apparently marking time., Information has been received
that i review board of higher army officers will come to the
project within a short time and preparations are being made
for their arrival, but no specific date for their coming has
been announced.,

For a time there was some difficulty over the fact that

evacuees on indefinite leave who were visiting at the center

o T R

were not always on the cleared list. These persons were noti-
fied by the Army Team to remain here until they had been inter-
viewed and their status had been determined, At one time the

Army Team requested that we hold these people until they could
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be interviewed and a final deeision made concerning them,

We were unwilling to assume this responsibility and it

was finally agreed that the Army Team would interview

the vhtton at once and if the Army representatives could \
not make a decision in the case immed would be \
permitted to leave the projeet and notice of their status
would be mailed to them at some later date,

Thirty-four people left on terminal leave during the
week., This group was made up of fourteen individuals and five
families, totalling twenty members, Only one individual re-
turned to Califoraia.



i

T WEEKLY Rb.JRT
i"“v ROHWER RELOCATION CENTER
FEBRUARY 10, 1945

g b
\ o
GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR Sleo(7%)

During the week 42 terminal leaves were issued and 9 of
the recipients returned to California. Thirteen short term leaves
for the purpose of investigating relocation possibilities were
granted. 12 families have completed their plans for returning
to California and their departure is only a matter of time., 72
other families are in the process of having their plans made for
return there but some speecific obstacle is preventing their im-
mediate return. An example in this group would be a family wait-
ing for their home to be vacated. It is estimated that there is
a third group of approximately 75 additional families who have
sincere and definite intentions of returning to the West coast
but will not leave for four or five months,

138 initial relocation interviews were given by the Re-
location Division and in addition to these there were 111 follow-
up interviews. Relocation officials have pointed out that figures
alone on the number of people receiving terminal leave do not
give a true picture of the relocation situation because in many
cases an individual leaves the center for good but his family
stays here and waits until he has made the necessary arrangements
in his new location. The family will inevitably follow him and
there is no doubt about this. However, the records show that
only one person has relocated but in reality the War Relocation
Authority has practically boon relieved of the responsibility for
a uholo family. All that remains to be done 15 for i::“;:::ihdor
of the faﬁiiy to go through with the mechanics of leaving the
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project. S0, where the records may show that 10 individuals re-
located during a certain week, it is highly possible that 40 othe
ers, who make up the families these individuals represent, will
leave the center within a short time. In short, if the head of
the family accepts terminal leave it is practically the same as
a _mlo family relocating.

The three evacuee delegates to the Salt Lake City Intere
Center Conference are scheduled to leave londay, February 12,
These delegates are all Japanese citizens and one is the chaire
man of both the Council and the Resettlement Planning Commission.
- Another 1s chairman of the Block Managers and the third is the
secretary of the local Red Cross chapter., They were selected
at a joint mung of the Block Managers, the Community Council
and the Resettlement Planning Commission. Practically all mem-
bers of t.h'ou groups are Isseil and there is some dissatisfaction
among the more progressive Hisei because their group is not
represented. They complain that they bed littie or no choice
in the selection of these delegates because there are practically
no Nisei members in the selecting groups. The Center Co-op was
requested to pay the expenses of delegates but it does not seem
that the Co-op officlals will agree to this and the present plan
is for the Co-op to advance the money and then have the expense
fund made uwp in the blocks by public subscription. Apparently
in an effort to determine the attitude of the center residents
conceming relocation, the Couneil is conducting in each block a
survey on relocation., Every adult member of each family unit
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has been given a questionnaire which asks whether the individual
is going to relocate and, if so, when. If he has no relocation
plans, he is requested to check one or more of eight or nine
reasons which are listed on the questionmnaire, This survey is
supposed to give the delegates to the Salt Lake Conference speci~
fie reasons for proposals that may be made at the meeting.

The following paragraph is taken from the ninutes of
the Couneil meeting of February 5:

"The Chair explained how to fill the gquestionnaire

and asked to each member of the Council to make it
c¢lear to the bloeck people that this census is taken
for the purpose of securing the number of residents
who can relocate under the present policy and as~
sistance of W.R.A.,, and those who can not and why
can not, It is very obvious that more than half
of the residents can not. The commission wants to
be sure of the reasons in order to nagotiate fur-
ther with W.,R.A. or other authorities,”

Except for one of the enlisted personnel, the Army in-
terviewing team has left the center and we are now awailting the
arrival of the Army reviewing team, but no date for their coming
has yet been announced, We hope that they will arrive within a
short time because there are several families here who would re-
turn to California except for older sons who are excludees and |
several of these persons wish to appeal their cases.
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The speech that Mr. Myer made at a mass meeting of evacuees
when he was here recently has been printed in both Japanese and
English as part of the center paper and has been distributed to
each family unit., There seems to be considerable interest among
the evacuees in lr. Myer's address and we believe that it will
be helpful for them to have copies for study and reference.

This week 33 members of the appointed personnel completed
a course of job instruction that is part of a Supervision Improve=
ment Program which is sponsored by the United States Civil Service
Commission. Two additional classes of twelve each are scheduled
for next week. Instructors for the course are the Personnel Di-
rector and the Personnel Technician who were called to St Louis
in December for training and were certified as the Civil Service
Commission instructors. 4l1ll who successfully complete this
course are given a certificate to this effect and a copy of it
is forwarded to Civil Service headquarters in St. Louis where it
is added to the individual's record. A copy is also placed in
the individual's personnel folder here. Those who took the course
were interested in the work and we believe that it will be of ma~
terial benefit to them,

It seems that a rather serious personnel problem is coming
up with reference to the hospital. The only laboratory technician
now employed has requested a transfer and one of the five nurses
employed has made a similar request. Another nurse is expected to
apply for transfer within a short time. The Chief Mediecal Officer,
who is the only doctor on the appointed personnel staff, plans to



-
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leave about the middle of March. If these people carry out
their intentions of leaving, the hospital will be extremely
short of workers and the situation will become critical unless
others are found immediately to take their places.
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During the week ending February 17, 41 terminal leaves et
were lssued, Of this number 9 were for return to California,
Initial Relocation interviews for the week totaled and fol-
low-up interviews, 131, An effort is being made by the Reloca=-
tion Division to complete all initial interviews 5{ Mareh 15,

and if the present schedule is maintained this will be done,
Lack of hostels or other places of temporary residence seems
to be one of the greatest handicaps to returning to the West
coast., '

¥r, Koh Murai and another evacuee have obtained an op-
tion to buy 1,000 acres of fertile farm land in the New Orleans
area, This is part of a 7,000 acre tract, the rest of which
the owner is will to soil ir additionai people are intereste
ed, The price is $100,00 per acre, with a down p of 10%
and with the remainder to be paid at the rate of 10% each year,
Mr, Murai's plan is to sell from 20 to 40 acres to each evacuee
family, and they in turn will be expected to make a 10% down
payment, He hopes to get some 20 to 50 families to buy the
land under option. The whole deal depends on the gquestion of
whether enough families can be found who have the necessary
money and who wish te buy the land, Ve are awaiting the out=-
come with considerable interest and hope.

The Welfare Section has prepared and sent to other states
four welfare cases for approval by local welfare offices, Only
one of these went to California, and three were sent to the Mid-

dle West,

Satisfactory progress is being made in the declaration of
surplus property. Most of it formerly belonged to the Agricul-
ture Division., Mr, C. H. Powers, of the Operations Division,
Washington office, spent several days here this week and express-
ed satisfaction with the way surplus property declarations were
being handle%.

Arrangements were made the Chief of Internal Security
for a veterinarian to come to the project Friday morning, so
that the appointed personnel and the evacuee could have cats
and dogs vaccinated for rabies., All such pets must wear a tag
show that they have been vaccinated, and it has been announced
that all without tags will be picked up and destroyed after a
reasonable lapse of time,

A difficult situation is developing at the hospital be=-
cause of the impending transfers of appointed personnel which
we mentioned last week., No information has been received con=
cerning replacements for these people, and the situation is
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causing considerable concern,

A representative of the Internal Revenue Department spent
two days here assist residents in making out income tax returns,
The Project Attorney will continue to give advice on income tax
questions until the March 15 deadline,

In spite of the faet that Mr. Myer, the Project Director,
and the Superintendent of Schools have ali stated definitely that
the High School and the Elementary Schools would close at the end
of the present term, there are still numerous indieations that
center residents doubt that the schools will actually close., 4s
soon as the present school term is ended, it 1s planned to pick
up most of the school equipment and declare it surplus. ‘'hen
this has been done, we believe it will finally cenvince most of
the people that there will be no school next fall.

The educational motion pictures which are being shown by
the Community Activities Seection are prov to be very popular,
a::htho zightly showings are being increased from four to five
€ week, :

The three delegates to the Inter-Center Conference at
Salt Lake City left Monday night. The survey, which was spon-
sored by the Resettlement Planning Commission and the Community
Council in an alleged effort to determine what evacuee sentie
ment was toward relocation, has been completed. 4,262 people
filled out the questionnaires. Of this number 412 said they
planned to return to the West coast area under present "RA proe
cedure, 288 stated that they planned to relocate outside the West
coast area under the present plan, 3,194 said that they were unable
to make plans for relocation at tﬁe present time, and 244 answered
that they were undecided on this question, Answere of the remaine
ing 124 persons were not clear enough to tabulate, Various reasons
were checked for inability to relocate, but those indicated most
frequently were: financial disabilities - 2,821, housing difficul=
ties - 2,586, no security of life and property = 2,402, difficulty
in establishing business or trade - 2,059, Those filling out the -
guestionnaires were asked to check one or more of eight reasons,
if they said they were not planning relocation at this time,

Since most of the projeet farm land has been sub-leased,
a large reduction in farm employees is planned, All of the
women workers have already terminated and many of the others
will be transferred to wood cutting and ground maintenance crews,

The arrival of approximately 75 NHisei soldiers from Fti,
Snelling, Minnesota, is expected the first of next week, They
have been granted specilal seven day furloughs in order to discuss
resettlement plans with their families here. The center U.,S.0.
is planning entertainment for these men,



R XY

T RSPy

fi
i : g p——— ..

ROHWER RELOCATION CENTER

FEBRUARY 24, 1945 Fler(3H)

ing the week 61 terminal leaves were issued,
and 16 of these were for return to California. 1%5:.‘
location short term leaves were granted, During s
period 116 initial interviews and 110 follow~-up intere
views were held., The Relocation Division is maintaine
ing its 1ntorvi.w1n§.:ahodulo, and this work should be
completed in approximately two more weeks., A4s of Sature
day night, 152 terminal leaves have been issued for Febw
ruary as compared to 150 for January. There will be a
goodt many more terminals during the few rema days
in February, and this month will show a substantial ine
erease over J in spite of the faect it is of less
than average 1 « Arrangements have been made with
the liissouri Pacific Railroad for a special car for Cale
ifornia relocatees to leave here March 23. At least 50
persons should be obtained for the special coach, but,
as yet, only 19 have indicated that they wish to return
to California at this time and in this manner.. We ceiil
hope that enough people will be interested to just
this arrangement. On Mond approximately 70 Nisei sole
diers arrived from Fort Sn:iling Minnesota, to discuss
relocation plans with their flliii.l. The Relocation
Division set aside one day during the week on which only
these men would be interviewed. Written invitations for
interviews were sent to each visiting soldier or his fame
ily. The result was somewhat disappointing. Only 15 men
came in to discuss relocation, and many of these did not
come to make relocation plans, but merely to complain
about the closing of the center or about some other new
procedure of which they did not approve,

The McGehee Times, which is a week paper, is
planning a special Service Men's Edition that will come
out about the middle of March. It will carry the names,
and, in many cases, pictures of Desha County residents
who are serving in the armed forces. We are working with

the editor of the paper and several of the leading evacuees
for the inclusion of Nisei soldiers in this special issue,

Good progress is being made, and we believe that two full
pages will be devoted to loidior: from this center. Bee
cause of limitations on paper, only a few photographs
will be used, but the full honor roll of the center will
be shown,

N
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The older and more progressive Niseil here are spon-
soring a three day conference, to be held March 2, 3 and 4.
Its purpose is to stimulate thinking and action on post-center

The following persons

problems that will confront the Nisei.
outside the center have been invited to participate, and

have accepted: Sherwood Eddy, representing the Y.M.C.A.}
newspaper man with the Des Moines Register;

Bill Hosokawa

and James Sugioka, field worker for the Committee on War
Services of Desciples of Christ. No attempt has been made
to obtain the attendance of evacuees from other centers,

but the best of the Nisel here are taking part. One of

the underlying motives for the conference is dissatisfaction
among the progressive Nisei over the fact that many of them
feel that the Issei leaders here do not consider, as they
should, the opinions and the thinking of the Kisei group.
For example, there was some resentment on the part of the

Nisei because one of them was not selected to attend the
We do not believe that this

Salt Lake City Conference.
movement is likely to cause confliet between the two groups
and we think that it is a wholesome thing for the

here
liui to have an opportunity to present their views and

opinions.
Current information concerning ex-patriates and re=-
patriates is being obtained with the assi:tmo of the com=

mittee which represents Japanese nationals.
the Quarter-
ble

The Project Steward has been advised
to furnish

master Market Center that the{ nwélé noig‘ b: h: ol
ur month of Marech,
months

the project with meat of any
and that meat supplies will be very short for several
thereafter. Hogs are being purchased to meet the shortage
and a carload fish has been ordered from the West coast.
lained to the evacuee food committee

The situation was exp
and they appear to understand that we are doing all we can
to o meat under difficult circumstances.

In the last month or two there have been two fires
in evacuee quarters which started from clothing being hung
too near stoves. Both fires were ext with small
loss, but the Fire Department is making an inspection of
nehuittomthntchthulinsorrmhmnthon
stoves, and center residents have been

constructed too near
warned several times thr the center paper to discontinue

this practice.

Sgt. Ted Tanouye,
has been awarded posthumous

whose parents live at this center,
1y the Distinguished Service Cross,
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the nation's second highest homeor., The story was handled
well by the local papers.

The Education Section has received an outline for

its final report, and assigmments for writing its different
been made, The information will be

sections have already
Wlxtodnourcunuuh,mmmun
be completed at the close of the school year,

r

L d

Center contributions to the Infantile Paralysis Fund
totaled n‘z}ﬁ 80. Outside residents of the county contribu-
ted § «00, and we feel that our contribution makes a favore
able comparison. The Desha County quota received eredit for
center contributions,
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The older Nisei of the center held a three day cone
ference over the week end for the purpose of stimulating
thinking and action on the various problems confronting
them, The theme of the conference was: ™"Nisei Aetion Today
and Tomorrow,.," Three outside speakers were invited to at-
tend the session and to speak to and meet with the Nisei.
These speakers weres Bill Hosokawa, Hiseil newspaperman
now on the staff of the Des Moines Register; James Sugioka,
field worker for the Committee on War Services of Diseiples
of Christ; and Sherwood Eddy, well known traveler, author

and lecturer,

The conference opened Friday afternoon with regis-
tration, at which time approximately 140 persons registered.
At the opening assembly « Sugioka, who had just returned
from a trip to Cnlifornia, spoke of his experiences gained
on this trip. He expressed the opinion that the West coast
was not a particularly desirable relocation area, as com-
pared to other parts of the country, and he pointed out the
advantages and disadvantages of the different sections. At
the evening session, an all-Nisei symposium was presented
on the topic, "We Look at Resettlement.,” Three center Nisei
and Mr, Sugioka were the speakers. Saturday morning was de-
voted to discussion groups which were divided inte three
separate fields; namely, political action, economic action,
and social action. The original intention was to have
each group meet separately throughout the entire day.
However, due to the fact that attendance was hindered by
rain, the groups were not divided into three separate
fields, but discussed each field in turn., After the gene
eral discussion group, a roulid table panel was held, at
which time a panel of leaders composed of Mr, Hosokawa,
lr, Sugioka, and three members of the caucasian personnel
discussed the subject, "The Nisel Way of Action} and, later,
the discussion was opened to questions and comment from

the floor.

A banquet meeting was held in the evening,
featur: Mr. Hosokawa as speaker, Mr, Hosokawa urged
the people to face the relocation problem squarely, and
pointed out the futility of remaining in the center,
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delegates to the valt Lake City Conference have
made an oral report on the meet to the Community Coune
eil, the Block Hanagers, and the Resettlement Planning
Commission, The statement of faets and the recommendations
which were upon at the conference have been mimeg=
aphed and three copies have been sent to each block of-
for the information of center residents, Either a
large mass meeting, or a series of smaller meetings are
Mﬁxphnmto inmwnum an opportunity te ask
guestions ¢ the conference and the conelusions
reached there, Ve have heard few comments from the center
residents concerning the recommendations.



The annual Red Cross drive is now under way at
the center, and an organized e is being conducted
among the appointed personnel eVacUuees.

We are still having @ with evacuee vise-
itors who are ext reluctant

i
é
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:
:
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artic ,
operation of the center and gave other ormation con-
eerning the evacuees.
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The Army appeal team of five officers and four ﬁkf*+‘a§ﬁ
enlisted men is scheduled to arrive the night of Marech #
17. The enlisted men are to be guartered the Mili~
tary Police barracks, but the officers will be provided
rooms at the project hospital. Two private offices
have been set aslide for their use, and necessary office
equipment has been obtained., The date of the first hear-
ing has been advanced from March 20 to March 19. The i
Army reviewing team, which left a short time ago, coopera-
ted in an excellent manner with project officials and the
attitude of the members of this team toward the evacuees
was good, We are confldent that the same pleasant rela-
tionship will develop between the administration and the

appeal team,

The delegation of four Chinese officials arrived
at the projeet on the night of March 15. Quarters were
arranged for them at the hospital, and they took most of
their meals at the personnel mess. The morning after
they arrived they had a brief conference with t he Project
Director, and then they met with the division chiefs so
that the people here would know what they wished to learn,
and so that the delegation could find out what kind of ine
formation was available. The previous week the division
chiefs had held a special meeting to plan for the delega~
tion's visit. After the conference was over, the visitors
were taken on a tour of the center in order for them to
get a general idea of what the project was like. That
afternoon different members of the group had conferences
with the heads of the following sections: Education
Personnel, Welfare, Mess and Supply. On March 17, ©
group met with the Project Director for a final scheduling
of their visit, Additional conferences with the heads of
Education, Welfare and Cooperative Enterprise were held.,
That afternoon t met with evacuee leaders; that t
they attended a U.S5.0. meeting} and, later on, they ate
tended a tea which was held in their honor. They will
attend church 8unda;§ and will leave that afternoon I{
automobile at 4:00 for the trip to Leland, Mississippi,
where they will cateh a train for Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
Project officials are well impressed with the visitors
and are glad to give them all assistance possible, and the
delegation appears to be well pleased with the reception

they are having here,
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During the week 41 terminal leaves were issued, and
three of these were for return to Galifornia, 30 short
term leaves were granted. This represents an increase of
nearly 1 for leaves of this type. Practieca all of
the initial relocation interviews have been completed,
and only 29 were held during the week, Only 25 of these
initial interviews now remgin, and 25 others are be
transferred from the Welfare quota to the Relocation Di-

vision., Follow-up interviews totaled 114, A4s of Sature
d t, 56 persons had signed up to return to California

ay nigh

in the special coach, whiech will leave here on the 28th of
Mareh, At all terminal points where the coaech will stop
Relocation officials will be prepared to give all possible
assistance to the passengers. The return evacuees have
been provided with the names, addresses and telephone nume-
bers of Relocation officials so that they can be reached

if the necessity arises.

The manager of the R, . Lee Wilson Company, which
is a farm corporation cultivating 65,000 acres of innn in
Mississippi County in northeast Arkansas, came to the cen=

ter this week in search of employees and croppers. The
evacuees showed considerable interest in his propesitien,

and nine representatives will leave here within a few days
to inspeet the company's farm land,

A Michigan vegetable grower, who has already used
several hundred of our seasonal workers, is alsc here re-
eruiting additional laber.

The annual Red Cross campaign is making excellent
progress., It has been completed among the appointed person=
nel, and in this contributions were 1008, 156 indie
viduals contributed $812,00, This was a considerable ime
provement over last year, when 121 employees contributed
$656,58, The campaign among the evacuees 1s still in

ess, but it now seems that contributions will average
5,00 for each bloeck, If this average is maintained, we
will exceed by approximately $100,00 last year's evacuee

contribution of $2053.00.

There is still very little comment from center resi-
dents on the Salt Lake City Conference and the resulting
recommendations, although meetings have been held in the
blocks to discuss the matter,
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The Army appeal team arrived Sunday, Mareh 18
after a delay of one day. The team was headed by Col.
0. I, Holman, and the rest of the group was composed
of one colonel, three liewtenant colorels, and three
enlisted men., One of the enlisted men was a court re-
porter, another a typist, and the third was a steno-
grapher, The team came here to hear five cases, but
one man had left the center and only four interviews
were actually held, The team was very friendly and
cooperative with project officials, but we do not yet
have any information concerning thelr attitude toward
the evacuees. One case was heard each day, and the
doeket: for each case was carefully prepared. Ceol.
Holman told officials here that their group was one of
three sent out to different projects, and that the teams
at the other two projects were also composed of five of-
ficers each. The »resent plan is for these three teans
to hear a few cases and then return to the West coast
and exchange experiences and work out procedure for hear-
ing the remalnder of the appeals. There will eventually
be fifteen boards with each one headed by one of the of-
ficers from the three original training groups. These
boards will hear appeals not o at the ecenters but
also on the outside, W¥e were told that when the appeal

board returned to the project they would have dockets
prepared for approximately ten cases and, when these
were heard, the board return to the West coast,
prepare approximately ten more dockets and return to
the project again and hear these cases, In other words,
the board will be going back and forth from the center
to the West coast from time to time, and will not sit
in an unbroken session, It is our understanding that

considerable time is required in the preparation of the
dockets, since photostat copies must be made of all the

material that makes them up.

F ~one terminal leaves were issued during the
of these were for return to Californiaj 14

relocation short term leaves were granted. Fift
initial, anc 119 follow=-up interviews were held uring
the -o‘. Cases are being transferred every day from
the Welfare interview quota to the Relocation quota.
Ay s o T Foruitsritia inter

E em w
R - Division is assuming

views. this way, the Relocat
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part of the burden of the Welfare Section. All cases
transferred to Relocation are those in which welfare
problems have for some reason or another ceased to ex=-

ist,

The special coach for those returning to Calie
fornia is assured of at least 58 passengers, and it
will leave the night of March 28, Since the railroad did
not guarantee that it would pick up the car at the pro=
jeet in time to make connections at MeGehee with the
night train, the car will be loaded at lcGehee, Ar-
rangements are being made to give as much publicity as
poszible, both within and outside the center, to the

return of this group.
The group of eight evacuees who investigated the

R. E, Lee %Wilson Company gﬁﬁgﬁg‘m_ﬁm_wm well ime
pressed by the proposition. They have the opportunity

of working the land on shares, renting for cash rent,

or buying it in small traets. A list of questions con-~
gcerning the proposition were submitted to the plantation
manager by the committee, and all were answered favorably
except one which concerned selective service deferment.
Questions about housing, electricity, irrigation, gchools,
etc. were answered satisfactorily. The fact that the R. E.

Lee Wilson Company is a power politieally in northeast
Arkansas, and especlally in Mississippl County, makes the
evacueces feel more certain of a favorable public attitude,
Saturday morning the Kelocation office was filled with
evacuees who wanted short term leave to visit the Wilsonm
plantation. Organized inspection trips for small groups
are be planned, A mass meeting has been held in one

of the blocks to discuss the Wilson offer, The first
inspection group was told that up to 500 families could
farm units,

be used by the Wilson Company. Separate
e enough for eight families, would be provided and
s believed that these tauiliol would use about 20

1

it

single laborers. As might be supposed, the colony fea-
e to many of the evacuees.

ture of the offer is attiractiv
0f course, a relocation deal with the Wilson Company 1is
far from a certainty, but initial negotiations are pro-

gressing favorably.
A short time ago the Assistant Project Director
in charge of Administrative Management the Chief of
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the Agriculture Division were called by Selective Ser-
vice., The Assistant Projeet Director's place will not
be filled for the time being, and most of the work nore
mally done by him will be taken over by the Assistant
Project Director in charge of Operations. The other Ase
sistant Project Director will also assume part of the

burden,

The new Chilef Medical Officer has arrived from
Tule Lake and has assumed his duties, and a new nurse
has been transferred to the hospital staff from one of
the other projects. Ve now have a total of six regise
tered nurses, The Medical Social Worker has been transe
ferred to another project and has been replaced by a
employee of the Welfare Cecticn, who has been detailed
to take care of this work until her transfer can be

made permanent,

The Red Cross drive among the evacuees 1s making
good progress, and as of ilarch 21, $1,939.45 had been
obtained from this source, anc three blocks had not yet

turned in their collections. It appears certain that
last year's total will be exceeded during this campaign,

Nineteen more of the center residents, who are in
the enlisted reserve corps, have been notified to report
for active duty on April 2., A few others have also been
ordered to report for induction inte the reserve corps
during the first week of April,

The special "Military Edition" of the lcGehee
Times, which was mentioned in our report of February
24, is now on sale, It is a forty-four page issue, pube
lished for the purpose of showing Pesha County's contrie
bution to the armed forces, lore than two pages are de=
voted to men from the Rohwer Project. All Nisei soldiers
who have lived at this center, or who have next of kin
here, are listed, and eight pﬁotogranhs of outstanding
soldiers from this center are shown, with twe photographs
of the first memorial service held here, Lack of space
and paper prevented the use of more pictures. 6,500 copies
of the speecial issue were printed, and sales in she project

have alre exceeded 1,200 -- and are expected to reach
g tion was sponsored by the Community

1,500, The project sec
Council, the center U, 8., 0., the center Red Cross, the
Co=op, and the appointed personnel, Sales are being handled
by the Community Council, and all profits are to go to the
local U, 8. 0, Coples of the special issue have already
been sent to the Chief of the Reports Division.
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This week, when 109 terminal leaves were granted, ?Eiiiéﬁr
set the record for relocation from this project. The Eele. (24)
special coach which left for California with 60 passen-
gers was largely responsible for the increase., In addition
to those in this group there were several others who also
returned to California. We belleve that many more people
will be interested in returning to the West coast area in
this manner, since 80 have already indicated that they
would like to return to California in a special coach
that will leave here in April., If interest in this still
holds, it seems now that there might be enough passeng;rn
for two of these coaches. The Relocation Division held 98
follow-up and 23 initial interviews during the week, All
of the initial interviews for this period were cases that
had been transferred from the Welfare Department., All cases
of the original relocation quota had been disposed of by

the middle of the month,

Prospects for relocation with the R, E, Lee Wilson
Company in northeast Arkansas are not as good as they were
last week, This week a special bus took 33 prospective
relocatees to inspect the Wilson farm. They were not as
well satisfied as the initial group of 8 that made the
first trip. The last group complained that the Wilsen
officials showed them a different type of farm land that
was not so well suited to growing vegetables as that ine
spected by the first group. The second group also ap=
peared to think that they were not treated with the same
consideration as the first visitors. Some of them thought

that the amount of money advanced to each family for growe
ing their crops was not large enough, and others expressed
doubt about whether enough farm annhinary could be furnished
by the company. It was also pointed out that the cash ade

vances to each family was the same as made to all other com=
pany tenants, and that it was hardly possible to provide an
individual tractor for the use of each family, although the
company owns 1,000 tractors at this time, JSome of those in
the second group complained that they were not given as
courteous a reception as they should have had., This seems

to have arisen from a remark of one of the company officials
that he did not understand the necessity of so many people
coming up for the inspection trips. The attitude of this group
is typical of that which is making relocation so difficult,
don't know which

They have had so many good offers that th
one to take, and they keep holding back, :ginkinz that a better



Weekly Repor. (2) harch 31, 1945

offer will be coming in later, There is also a tendency,
sometimes, to exaggerate their importance, For example,
the first group that went to Wilson Company was shown
every courtesy, and were exceptionally well pleased,

When the soconﬁ and larger group went, they probably were
not met in such a gracious manner because the company ofe
flcials were inclined to look upon them as they would any

other tenants.

Cases of this kind have occurred repeatedly in the
New Orleans area. An evacuee goes down to investigate a
farming offer., He probably has special ability and asks
the land owner to make special concessions, These are
granted, The evacuee says he will return within a short
time, and returns to the project, but the land owner never
hears from him again, Sometimes, when the trade is nearly
made the evacuee changes his mind and, instead of saying
that this is the case, he asks for concessions that cannot
be granted and negotiations are broken off., 1In cases like
this, the landowner is not left in a state of uncertainty
but he is left in a bad state of mind, Naturally, incidents

like these are harmful to outside public opinion.

We have recelved no information as to when the appeal
board will return to the project, and cases are still arise
ing where evacuees have received exclusion notices, but are
8till not on the list which will enable them to leave the
project for any part of the country except the West coast
area, Of course, grants cannot be made to those who do not
have permission ‘o leave, but it is hard for these people
to believe that WRA does not have something to do with keepe
ing them here, Ve are making every effort to convince them
that we do not have any hold on them except that grants will
not be made until they are on the cleared list. Those who
are now slated for segregation have received only an exclue
sion notlice, and are not aware that they are potential segre-
gees, So far as they know, they are in the same position as
others who have received exclusion notices, except that the
others are free to leave with WRA assistance. The only
thing that we can tell those who do not have army permission
to leave is that we do not know what the trouble is except
that they are just simply not on the army cleared list. All
of this eréates uncertainty, not only in the minds of these
particular individuals, but it also makes other evacuees une

easy.

The Red Cross campaign among the evacuees has been ¢
pleted, and contributions by center residents total $3,036.80,
This is in addition to the $812,50 contributed by the appointed

personnel.



petit ==

y
ROMVER, RELOCATION CENJER) @oce Az

Terminal leaves for the week totaled 66, and 5 of these
were for return to California. Twenty-six emergency and 14
relocation short term leaves were issued., The only initlal ree
location interviews now being held are for cases which have
been transferred from the Welfare Section quota., During the
week there were 4 initial and 156 followsup interviews, Ine
terest among the evacuees 1in return to the West coast area by
special coach continues to grow, The first coach left here on
March 28, and since that time 118 other center residents have
signed up to return to California in the same manner., Two
coaches have been requested for this group, and we feel sure
that there will be others who will wish to join it, It is
now planned for the first coach to leave on the 20th of this
month and the second to leave on the 27th. We have not yet
been advised by the railroad company that the coaches will be
available, but we are confident that the railroad can furnish
them unless some unforseen difficulty arises. There is still
some dissatisfaction because of the fact that the people in
the first coach were required by the Olflice of Defense Trans-
portation to change cars in Kansas City, but most of the people
apparently understand that thils could not be avoided.

A third group of evacuees from this center will leave
this week with the Relocation Officer from Little Roek for
another inspection trip to the Wilson Plantation. The evacuee
group will be composed of two members of the Relocation Plane
ning Commission and three farmers., An effort will be made on
this trip to get a specific offer from the Wilson Company, with
specific information as to what the company will expect of the
evacuees and what it will provide, If a satisfactory offer is

e, the group will return to the center and ruiting will
?gd at oﬁce.p Two important questions are stigg to begansweradl

1) Is there enough land suitable for vegetable growing that
will accomodate a substantial number of families? (2) Will the
company be satisfied if only 50% of each family tract is devoted
to cotton growing? As we have previously reported, the second
group who investigated the Wilson offer came back with the re-
port that they were shown land unsuitable for growing vegetables,
and that the Wilson Company insisted that too large a goreont e
of cotton be grown. The report of this third group will preh:gi;
determine whether there will be any relocation in northeast Arke
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Mr, Malcolm Pitts, Assistant Director, and lr, L. T,
Main, Supply Officer from Heart Mountalni arrived here Thurse

day night for a visit of several days. They are particularly
interested in how plans for the dispesal of surplus property
are progressing, i T

e

“ 7% The Coordinater's Comuittee, composed of both evacuees

"and members of the appointed personnel, met %hﬁaduy orning,.
| Most of the discussion centered around what type of informa=
! tion was needed most by center residents. Lvacuee members
saild that the people were very well informed concerning pube
lic sentiment and Job opportunities, but that they needed ad-
ditional information about what kind of public assistance was

available on the outside, . It was agreed that the Welfare Sec-

tion would taks«%ne~ieading~2§§t in provid his information, }
ead of thiz department ha sugge SR

bers of her staff could address groups of center residents and
ive information concerning various types of public assistance,
that the center

meetings could be arranged. It was decide
would be divided into several districts and that meetings of

this type would be held 1n each district. The chairman cf the
Relocation Planning Commission 1s working with the head of the
Welfare Section on this plan, and the meetings will start wit

in a short time, /

A training consultant from the Regional Civil Service
office in St. Louils spent a day at the project at the invitae
tion of the head of the Personnel Section, and gave an excellent
explanation of how efficiency ratings should be made, Ve Dbe=
lieve that his talk will do much to lmprove the gquality of the
ratings and will help make them more uniform.
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Friday morning the schools held a brief but
appropriate ceremony in memory of NMr., Roosevelt. At
8145 a bugle sounded taps and the school flag was
lowered to half mast. As the bugle sounded all pu=
pils rose and stood with bowed heads while the teach-
ers read Steven Vincent Benet's poem, "Prayer", After
the pvem was read, classes resumed their routine. The
Project Director asked that a brief period of silence
be observed on Saturday at 3:00 P,M, (4:00 P,M. E.,W.T.).
His request was announced by the Block Managers, and
fire sirens were sounded so that the observance would

be uniform.

During the week 47 terminal leaves were issued,
and only 3 of these were for return to California. Two
special coaches for return to the West coast will leave
this month, and there is a good possibility that a third
car will be needed., The first coach this month will
leave on the 20th, and the sccond on the 27th. There
will be between 5; and 60 passengers in each of these

coaches,

Mr. Russell Bankson of the Reports Division of
the Washington Office spent several days at the project,
He held two conferences with project officials concern=
ing the expansion of the information program within the
center. A clear explanation was made as to what part
each division was to play in this work. Plans are now
being made for the lication of a relocation bulletin
under the supervision of the Reports Officer. The
chief difficulty in doing this, and in expanding the in-
formation program in ;oncrnl, is scarcity of help but we
believe that this difficulty can be overcome, Mr, Bani-
son also had several conferences with evacuee leaders to
get their opinions as to what kind of information was
needed by the people and what the best methods were for
dissemination of this information. He also talked with
the editor of the Japanese Section concern the nature
of some of the material that had been appear in the

Japanese Section,
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The Director's reply to the suggesticns made at
the Salt Lake City Conference was received Saturday,
but we do not yet have any information concerning the ree
action of the evacuees to his answer,

One man from the Washington Office, one from the

San Francisco 0ffice, and two from other centers will are
rive here next week to assist in preparing the property
records for the elosing of the center. All vouchers for
major and minor property are being posted, and these
records will be reconciled with project inventories, In
addition to these four men, some of the appointed employe-
ees from the Project Finance Section will be detailed to
this work for part time duty.

——The Project Honor Roll for Nisei soldiers has been
completed, and plans are being made for the dedication
ceremony which will be held April 28, BE o
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A new high in relocation was reached this week W“ﬂhﬁfi
when 135 terminal leaves were issued; 65 of these were
for return to California, 59 going in a special eecach
which departed last ¥Friday. Another special eoach will
leave for the West coast on the 27th, and it now seems
assured that there will be enough passengers for still
anoiher coach on the 30th., In addition to these coaches,
another is scheduled to leave on May lst for Philadelphia,
which will ecarry a large group of evacuees who are going
to Seabrook Farms in New Jersey. The third evacuee ine
vestigation group that went to the Wilson Plantation in
northeast Arkansas advised against relocation there, and
@ majority of the Relocation Planning Commission agreed
with this report., In spite of this, five families are
definitely going to accept the “ilson offer, and have ale
ready selected the land that they are to farm. The com-
pany is willing to accept ten more families and is making
& very attractive offer to center residents., The rent is
unusually low for the type of land that will be farmed,
and the egulpment and service that will be provided.

Relocation effeorts in Louisiana are at last begine
ning to bear fruit., One center resident has purchased a
40-acre farm and will take two familles to help him., GSeven
other familles are buying land in Louisiana under the pure
chase plan that was promoted by Mr, Koi Mural.

Representatives of the Helocation Division and the
Welfare Section of the Washington office were at the project
several days working out tre {1an for geographical assigne
ment of relocation planning within the eenter, The center
has already been divided into districts for the assignment
of relocation advisors. Another representative from the
Wash on office was also here te assist in a reorganizae
tion of the relocation library, afd this work will be un=
der way within a short time, &\

v ¢
The four men who have be iled
w:ggizztcn office, the San : fice and two other
pr&jects, for work on p ; have arrived and
the Supply Officer reports that axcel
being made, and that the men proving very helpful. Ad-
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ditional trucks, several hand carts and the project stock of
thread, binding, yarn, buttons, braid, ete., have recently
been declared surplus,

A representative from the Fire Protectlon Office in
Washington was here recently and inspected the warehouses
to see if fire regulations were being observed. He seemed
to be well pleased with the arrangement of goods within
the warehouses, and complimented the Supply Officer on the
manner in which this work has been done,

For sometime we have been recelv communications
from the Western efense Command which referred to a re=-
vised master list of evacuces showlng clearance status, but
we had no knowledge of such a list., Finally the Coordinator
called the Vestern Defense Command and asked for an explane
ation., He was advised that a new master list had been ex-
pressed on Marech 20, but it was never received here, Ie
was told that another copy would be sent to us lmmediately
by cel post. This new list should be of considerable
assistance in clearing up several cases of doubtful status,

Newspaper reports that Nisel soldlers were spear-
heading an attack on Massa in Italy were followed by twelve
casualty netices here during the week. 5ix of these notices
were for soldiers who had been killed,

Final arrangements are being made for the dedication
of the Honor Roll Saturday, April 28, and a r:iging of ficer
from Camp Joseph 7. Robinson, Little Rock, Arkansas, has
agreed to make the chief address.
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of these were for refurn to Californiaj 25
short term leaves were granted, and 151 follow-up ine
terviews were held by relocation advisors. 53 of those
who returned to California occupied a special coach
which left McGehee on April 27. Another coach, with ap=-
proximately 54 passcngers, will leave here May 1 for
Philadelphia, and still another coach is scheduled to
leave here for the Vest coast on May 3. Practically
~all of the passengers on the Philadelphia coach will

go on to Seabrook Farms in New Jersey, where they will
be employed, The Reloecation Officer in £t., Louls and

a group of Nisel residents there have been particularly
hospitable to the occupants of the first two special
coaches during five-hour lay-overs in 8t. Louis. Both
groups were taken on sight seeing tours of the city, and
many of the children had their first glimpse, in three
years, of life outside the center. A similar reception
is planned for other coaches that may arrive, Evacuees
alsc reported that WRA officials met the ccaches in Den=
ver and Salt Lake Clty to see if they might be of some
service. The relocation rate has been especially high
for the past three weeks, but we expect it to drop until
the latter part of May or the first part of June. It
seems likely that most of the people who planned to re-
turn to the West coast before school ig out have already
gone, or will leave the first week in llay, and thal ree
location will fall off after that time until the children

are out of school.

New d ies have developed in connection
with relocation on the Wilson Plantation in northeast
Arkansas., As previously reported, five familles had
selected land to be rented, but now the deal is being
held up because of unnnztaint about how much govermment
aid the evacy erned will receive. They told the
Tittle Rock Relocation Officer ey  wanted the
WRA to furnish a car for them to use for a time after
they first relocated and, if this was not done, the
would have to abandon their plans. We do not expec
them to turn down the proposition for this reason alone,
but they are going to demand a great deal of public as=-

sistance,
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The naster Lish shoving slearance suatus of sll
evaguees has at las en received from the wg;ﬁgzu %

fense « A3 we reported last week, the first 1list
een shipped by express, and a later list was shipped
by parcel « The expressed list was received April 25,
although it been shipped Mareh 30, The fellowing ::x
the other 1list arrived by parcel post, been

April 18, Corrections and changes of status are now belng
posted, and this revision will be completed by Saturday
night. At this time, 31 persons are designated as detain-
¢ps. These persons have received exclusion notices and
nﬂehinirtloc in writing, The rirst information they have
of theilr umasual status is when they try to leave Coll~
ter and are told by relocation workers that they are on
the army stop list, In every case that comes up it is
explained that the WRA does not prevent them from leaving,
but that the "RA is cooperat with the army to the éxe
tent that no relocation ald will be given in their case,
Unless & detainee tries to relocate, he does not know he
is on the stop list, sinee many others have received exe
elucion notices and are leaving for destinations outslde
the exelusion zone., The army appeal board 1s to return
here on May 8, and eight cases are scheduled to be heard,

Because of excessive ralns, the dedication of the
eenter Honor Roll, which was to have been held at 13130 P

gaturday afternoon, has been postponed, The meliniadiress
was to have been made by an officer from Camp Joseph iﬁa

Robinson, Little Kock, Arkansas, who hed served with
100th Battalion in North Africa and Italy, The same man
has to partieipste in the progras whea the new
date has been determined,

Plans are being made for tie 7th War Loan Drive
at this ceenter., The Project Director and one of his as=
sistants attended a regent meeting of the County Var Loan
Committee. The Projeot was given a queota of $23000,00,
ineluding 2:::0%§h:odunttnnn. This means that we will
have to ra e or ten thousand dollars above the deée
ductions, and we velieve that this can be done without

great 4 although a good many of the appointed
Personnel vill b3, lgaving verors 1ong and ney refues thotr
L. |
Seductions was raised, but we do not believe that our cash
purchases will equal this amount in the 7th drive,

All atrz.a-nqﬁ rat. of the appointed personnel
that are reviewsd at the have been completed,
they will be sent out the first of next week.

g
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Relocation again reached a new high this week . /
when 146 terminal leaves ed; 38 of these il Bl
were for return to Califor One special coach ali e
left for the West coast with 54 passengers; 38 of
these were California returnees, 11 went to Utah and
5 to Colorade. Another special coach, with 53 pase
sengers, went to Philadelphia == this group was on
its way to Seabrock Farms in New Jersey. All will
be employed there. There is a possibility that
another eoach will return to California on the 24th,
but this is not yet settled, It is certain, however,
that another will leave on the 30th, and 64 persons
have already signed up for departure on that date,

It seems that the expected drop in relocation during
the middle of May will materialize, since only 25
people are scheduled to leave next week. As we have
previously explained, many people who have relocation
plans are holding off until after the end of the month,
when school willl be out. Prospects for relocation of
the fizgﬁ;;:};ig; on the Wilson Plantation in northeast
Arkansas still good, A new contract has been
drawn up, and thé leader of the group is waiting for
the return of the Wilson Company manager before he
makes another trip to the plantation for the final
signing. of the papers, The relocation officer in
Little Rock has advised us that representatives of
thirty Manzanar families are coming to Arkansas to
investigate the Wilson Company proposition., Possibly
this will have a wholesome influence on the people here
if they find that the residents in another center are
interested in this offer, 8ix famllies are still
making definite plans for relocation in Louisiana.

One or two of the family heads have already taken

over a farm of 150 acres, and the other men will leave
here within a short time., The women and children will
follow as soon as school is out. This group is expect=-
ing resettlement assistance for the purchase cof furni=-
ture and other household goods, but they are not walte
ing for advance approval before going to Louisiana, All
information concerning their cases is being forwarded to
Louisiana by the Welfare Section here,

An effort is being made to get more information
to the evacuees that will encourage relocation., A4 four
page relocation bulletin was prepared this week and
distributed Saturday to every family unit. It was pube
lished only in English, but an effort is being made to
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to employ a translator and stencil cutter so that a Jape
anese version can be added., It is very difficult to find
someone who can do this work and who is will to do the
job. We believe, however, that it can eventually be done,
In the meantime, we expect to publish the bulletin every
two weeks, and more frequently if the occasion demands,

As we have previously reported, plans were made
sometime ago for a series of meetings tnroughout the
blocks for the purpose of giving more detalled informae
tion concerning public assistance that will be avalle

able after relocation, These discusslions are being
sponscred by the Welfare Section, and the first was

held Tuesday night., This meeting was tc include resie
dents of five blocks, and the block managers were re=
quested to announce in each mess hall the time and place,
The size of the audience was rather disappointing, since
only 45 persons were present, but they were all heads of
families and scemed to have a sincere desire to obtain
additional information. An evacuee employee of the Wele
fare Seetion acted as an interpreter, After the prinecipal
part of the discussion was over, guestions were invited,
Some of the questions asked were:

1., Will the WRA gusrantee housing?

2. If eligibility for public assistance 1is
established, how long will it be before
the first eheek arrives?

3. 18 definite assurance of eligibility pose
sible before relocation?

4, Is public assistance available if the
family 1is receiving an army allotment?

This series of meetings has been promoted through
the Community Counell and the kelocation Flanning Com-
mission, and we believe that interest may increase after
another meeting or two has been held,

Three Civil Service representatives came to the
center this week to make routine investigations concerne
ing twenty evacuee girls who had passed Civil Service exe
aminations., All job openings were in Yashington, D. C.
Four of the girls had relocated, five appeared for intere
views, but eleven withdrew their applications, In some
way, a rumor had been started that the Civil Service
representatives were rea with the F.B,I.,, and this
gnd something to do with high percentage of withe

rawals,
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The dedication of the Center Honor Roll, which
had been postponed, is scheduled to be held Sun&ay
afternoon,
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During the past week 40 ;erminal and 20 relogation short
term leaves {;ig“1aan.d] 10 of ¢ erninal leaves were for
return to California, For a time, it seemed possible that a
sufficlent number of passengers would register to justify
a speclal coach for return to California on May 24, but it
does not seem now that the required number will sign up.
However, arrangements are being made for the departure of
another coach on the 30th for return to the West coast, and
99 people have already indicated that they wish to take ade
;antage of 221- op{ortuéity.lnPlana rortrolgcation on the
La—ia. Lee Wilson Plantation northeast Arkansas haye cor
a dead end, When the leader of the group of five families
had seleécted land at Wilson went there to make the final are
rangements and sign the contract, a disagreement developed
between him and the manager of the company over what land
would be available to the group for farming in 1946, A
satisfactory agreement was possible as to what land would
be farmed this year, but the trouble arose over what land
was to be farmed next year. It is uncertain whether the
prospective resettlers were really concerned avout what kind
of land would be available to them another year or merdy
looking for some excuse to break off negotiations., Nelocation
for the week was better than we thought it might be, since a
severe mid-May slump was expected,

Two more meetings were held this week by employees of
the Welfare Section to explain to center residents the differe
ent types of lic assistance that will be available to them
after they relocate, Special emphasis was placed on Hesettlee
ment Assistance. As we have reported before, these discussions
are led by a Welfare worker, and interpreters are used, The
center is divided into districts containing three to five
blocks, and one meeting is planned for each district. The
first meeting of this series, mentioned in our last weekly
report, was attended Ly 45 evacuees and did not have much
support from the block managers. The first meeting this
week covered only three blocks and 70 people attended, most
of whom were heads of families. Only a few guestions were
asked, and the people seemed concerned mostly with housing.
Another meeting was held Friday night and 103 people attended,
Many guestions were asked, Most of these concerned standards
of olgcibility for assistance, and how much this amounted to
in different sections of the country. For the first meeting

Lo
"
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this week, the cooperation of the block managers was satise
§=:tory far the second meeting, it was exceptionally good,

terest in these meetings seems to be growing, and we believe
that they will be of considerable benefit to tﬁe people., Some
of the qg:nttonl that were asked concerned things over which
the WVRA had no control, but these questions led to discussions
that made possible a better understanding on the part of the
evacuees as to what they can expect,

The center has received it's first approval of a
public assistance plan that was submift@@ to a state agency.
This came rom rk, and covered not only temporary ree
settlement assistance, ﬂux also included approval of
term Soclal Security aid. The file for the case was malled
from the projeect on May 3, and the approval was received on
May 1l. There have been several other cases where furniture
grants from Resettlement Assistance funds have been approved,

The Army Appeal Team arrived Monday night, and con-
ducted its first hearing the following day. Instead of bring-
ing only eight prepared dockets with them, they brought eleven,
and they have scheduled six impromptu hearings without dockets
so that their full time will be occupied., Information derived
from the special hearings will be sent to the Western Defense
Command, anc it 1s possible that this additional information
will enable officials on the Vest coast to make a decision
without sending the docket back to the project for a formal -
hearing., The policy of the Western Defense Command seems to
be becoming more lenient with reference to army clearance,

One of the Majors who was here with the first reviewing team
has been very helpful in getting action on cases that were
being held up, and which were of special interest to us be-
cause they urioctod relocation.

The dediecation of the center “"Honor Roll" was held
Sunday lft°rﬂ°°“:.ll5h2° The “Ghief address was made by Capte
Gerald H, Sutton, a plain from Camp Robinson, Arkansas, who
had served with the 100th Battalion in North Africa and Italy.
The number of center residents attending the ceremony was less
than we expected, &nd we were somewhat disappointed in this

lack of response,

V-E Day was observed first by a one-minute period of
silence immediately after President Truman's announcement, At
9300 AM, a program for school children was held in the center
Auditorium., The program had been previously prepared, and ade
dresses were made by the Project Director and the chsir-nn of
the Community Couneil. At 4330 PM, a centerwide program was

held in the auditorium, and this progul, too, had been pree
pared in advance. The Projeet Director and tﬁo Chairman of
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Community Council made brief talks at this ceremony. The
chairman of this meeting was an evacuee veteran of World War I,
who is head of the center U.,8.,0, Ye were again somewhat dise
appointed in the size of the audience. It is estimated that
only 3 or 4 hundred people attended, most of them being Nisei,

The third fatal %Eggtxa accident within the center,
since it opened, occurred this week. mail truck was une
loading near one of the mess halls, and, when the driver
backed the truck while turning around, a ZQEﬁgex_nhlanuLb
was knocked down and m o He died a s time later,
The driver stated that he looked in the rear view mirror and
through the back window of the cab before he reversed the
truck, but that he did not see the victim., Internal Security
officials are of the opinion that the driver was not guilty
of negligence, since the body of the truek is covered with
canvas, and there was a blind spot in the rear where a person
could not be seen either through the window or by means of the
rear view mirror,

The Block Managers' election was held this week, but
there was not a great deal of change among these office holde
€TS8,

Casualties among soldiers from this center for the past
three or four weeks have been unusually high, due to the re-
cent drive in Italy. Total casualties reported during this
period of time total, 7 killed and 23 wounded.



ALE GOPY, ol

o

WEEKLY REPORT
ROHWER RELOCATION CENTE

WEEK ENDING MAY 19, 1945@,,.4,&( "
Tileo (W12

During the week 54 terminal and 12 short term leaves
were issued, Only three of the terminal leaves were for
return to California. At the first of the month it was
thought that there would be a considerable slump in re-
location during the middle weeks of May, but this has not
developed to the extent it was feared., Seventy one people
are scheduled to leave next week, and 140 additional re=-
locatees have signed up to return to the West coast on
special coaches which will leave here May 30th and 3lst.

. A Pullman, as well as a day coach, will leave on the 30th.
This is the first time that a special Pullman has been
used, It is estimated that 450 people will leave here
during the month of May. This is somewhat better than
~was anticipated. Twelve relocation assistance cases
involving single aged persons have been approved for
boarding home maintenance by the Welfare Department in s
California. Homes to take these people have not yet
been found, but the West coast offices believe that this
can be done in time for the people to leave here by the
end of the month. One tuberculosis case has already been
approved for institutional care in California, but the
condition of the patient is such that it is doubtful
whether the offer can be accepted,

New difficulties have arisen in connection with
relocation in Louisiana, Two former center residents
are attempting to buy land in two different parishes,
but one parish has refused to record the deeds. Reloca=-
tion officials still hope that the matter can be settled
in a friendly way, but they are also of the opinion that
the local orriciais can be forced by law to record the
transfers of title,

The Army Appeal Team left here last Tuesday for
return to the West coast, after hearing 13 cases. It is
not known when they will return, As we have previously
reported, all changes and correctiggs for the Army Master
List of evacuees have been posted, but additional changes
continue to come in. As of May 1§, there were 31 detalnees
and 70 excludees at this center.
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During the week 82 terminal leaves were issued; 8
of these were for return to California. There were also
22 relocation short-term leaves granted. As we have
previously reported, 2 chair cars and one pullman will
leave here next week with approximately 140 passengers
for return to the West coast. Up to this time the rail-
road company has been able to tell us some time in ad-
vance what dates special coaches will be available, but
we have recently been advised that departure dates can=
not be set so far in advance, We do not think that this
will present a serious problem, and it will mean mostly
that evacuees will have less time in which to prepare
for their departure,

High school graduation exercises were held this
week. A minister from McGehee preached the Baccalaureate
Sermon Sunday, May 20th, The graduation program was giv-
eg Friday, May 25th, and 102 seniors received their di-
plomas. :

A representative of the Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service was here a few days this week to inter-
view aliens who had lost thelr identification books, and
to get additional information concerning deportees.

A plan has been worked out for better control of
private automobiles that evacuees have been bringing to
the center, This has not been a difficult problem up to
this time because so few of the center residents have
owned cars, Lately, members of the families have been
going out and buying cars and then coming back here to
make further relocation plans, and this makes a closer
check advisable, All privateiy owned cars will be regise
tered and, unless immediate relocation plans are being
made by the owners, they will be required to leave the
cars outside the center.,

A sale of surplus equipment, which is now at the
project, will be held next Monday at Fort Worth, Texas,
by the Treasury Department., During the week there were
several prospective buyers here inspecting the property
in preparation for bidding. Most of the property to be
sold consists of wagons, plows, disks, tractor parts and
various types of farming equipment.
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This week all records in connection with relocatien,

when 241 people were issued terminal leaves; 148 of these re-
tupned to Californis in three special coaghes, one of which was
a pullman. A2 we have previously reported, it was feared that
there would be a considerable drop in relocation for the whole
month of May but, to the contrary, it was the best month that
the center has experienced. Dur this period, 541 people
jeft the center and 209 of them went to the Weast cosst area.
185 of the West comst returnees went in five special cars, and
at leaat three special cars are planned for the month of June,
Gonfirmstion from the railroad gompany has been recleved for
cars scheduled to leave June 8th and June 15.

The third centerwide memorial service in honor of Nisel
soldiers killed in setion was held this week. The ceremony
wag unusually impressive and the auditorium was filled %o
ctpaclth.' The Project Director made the chief address.

people here are gongerned about who will eare for
the center cemetary after the center closes, and the Project
Attorney is checking Arkanses Statutes to see what is the most
practical method of solving the problem. The formation of a
non-profit organization of some type is being considered, with
the possibility that title to the plot might be trangferred to
this or zation.

oxt week has been designated as clean-up week for the
genter, and the block area has been divided into districts and
one day will be set aside for the cleaning up of each dlstrict
All male workers, except those holding key positions, will be
excused from their regular duties so they can work in their
respective districta. The clean-up am is sponsored by "=
the Community Couneil in cooperation wil the Block Managers.

Ten members of the teashing staff resigned with the
elosing of school. Uthers are still working on school records
and reports, and somwe have been detailed to work in other
sections and d@ivisions. A few have been transferred to the
Reloegation Division,
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Terminal Leaves for the week total 123; 46 of these :
were for return to California. A special car of 55 per=-

sons left here on the 8th, and another is scheduled to

leave on the 15th. A sufficient number of people have

signed up to justify another coach on the 22nd, but we

have not yet been notified by the railroad company that

a coach will be available on that date. We are also try-

ing to make arrangements to obtain a coach for departure

on the 26th. Two new Assistant Advisors have been added

to the Relocation Division staff, and four former teachers

have been detailed to work with the Division temporarily.

Prospects for the relocation of five families on
a farm near Little Rock seem to be good. A local meeting
has been held to determine public sentiment, and no ob=
Jection developed. Seed and equipment are being purchased
by the familles interested, and it seems certain that they
will leave the center within a short time.

The Chairman of the Council, who is also Chairman
of the Relocation Planning Commission, left this week on
short term leave, and the Planning Commission is being re=
organized, Indications are now that a progressive Nisel
will be made Chairman of the group and, if this does occur,
we believe that the Commission will get better results.

Monday night the Project Director and the Assistant
Project Director in charge of Community Management, attended
a meeting of Block Managers, Councilmen and Planning Com=
mission members, for the purpose of discussing and explaine
ing new procedure under which the WRA will be responsible
for the approval of short term relocation sssistance. It
was carefully explained that project np{rovnl was for short
term assistance only, and that funds allotted for this pur=-
pose were limited and qualifications for this aid would be
very striet. A series of articles explaining temporary
assistance will appear from time to time in the center pa-
per or relocation bulletin,
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled 154; 57 were
for return to the West coast area. As of June ié, 286
people had left the center during the month. There will
be two more special cars leaving before the end of June,
and it is estimated that relocation for the month will

reach 550 or 575.

In May it was generally thought that as soon as
school was out there would be a marked increase in re=-
location, but this has not been the case, If present
trends hold, June will be slightly better than May.
There are indications that changes in procedure for ap-
proval of temporary relocation assistance may have had
something to do with the relocation rate not speeding up
as expected. In spite of repeated explanations, the
evacuees now ::{ that it is practically 1npossiﬁle for
a person to gualify for this assistance. Some seem to
be waiting to see if the rules will be relaxed. There
is also the belief on the part of some that schools of
some kind will be opened this fall, Possibly they don't
really think this will happen, but just hope it will,
The fact that the school property has been turned over
to the Supply Section and that many of the teachers are
leaving still has not convinced them for certaln that
there will be no school., Of course, the chief thing
that slows relocation is that many of the people here
do not believe the centers will close., This conviction
does not seem to be based on any particular thing except
that they simply don't believe that the W.R.A. or the |
Government will go that far. !

Changes in the Army Master List continue to come
in. At the present time we have two residents in Step 2,
17 in Step 3, 69 in Step 4, and two in Step 8. Until a
month or two ago we had 31 people in Step 3.



ROBWER RELOCATION CENTER
\ WEEKLY REPORT
WEEK ENDING JUNE 23, 1945

For the first %um«- September 1942, the center popula-
tion dropped below 5, when a smm car left lcUehee Friday
night. During the week 110 terminal leaves were lssued; 29 were
ruutmumifmn. mmmmmomum
for relocation in this state, Both these men will farm near
Little Roek, and several families plan to Join them soon.

Thursday afterncon the Projeet Director held a conference
with most of thc Seetion and Division heads to discuss plans for
e¢losing the center, It nswmtmz:m- present would
submit by Nonday afternoon the particular divise

. uaormthu,mm;mmmdatmrummm

The major portion of Mr, Myer's teletype concerning the
¢losing of the units at (Gila and Poston was printed in the
ecenter paper the after the information was received, Ve
were surprised at lack of comment by the evacuees about the
announcement, but we are of the opinieon that it will be helpful
in mm them that the m:m. really are going to close.

A meeting of the hospital ltd’tmholdshumkte
discuss relocation plans key hospital workers, and it de-
veloped that all dentists and uectors plan to relocate before
the end of July., Some of these relocation plans may not be
carried out on schedule, but most of the evacuee medical staff
will be gone by the tadg July.

A monument which has been erected in the center cemetary
by the evacuees will be dedicated Sunday, June 24, The chief
address will be made by Lhe Froject 'umtcr, and the Assistant
P’.:ojut Director in charge of Community Hanagement will assist

the unveiling,

The father and sister of an evacuee soldier who had been
killed in France and posthumously awarded the Silver Ltar were
taken to Camp Fobinson near little Rock Friday so that the
rm could receive the award, The Publiec Relations Officer

at Camp Fobinson is releasing the story with pictures, and has
agreed to gsend them to selected newspapers in this area and in
California. "e receive no official notice of events of this
nature, but the officer in command of the Milit Police here
mnsea us of this particular case since he had n reguested
by the officials at Camp Robinson to locate the recipient,

The Assistant Finance Officer has been detalled to the

Grenada Center for five or six weeks to assist in bringing prope
“.:{m"“"' up to date in preparation for the clesing of the
c

mm-rmmmnmmw-mun.



. - QY
& nbii;zn RELOCAT ION CENTER

WEEKLY REPORT
WEEK ENDING JUNE 30, 1945

During the past week 132 terminal leaves were issued;
35 of these were for return to California. One special coach
of approximately 50 passengers left for the West coast area.
Terminal leaves for the month of June total 528, a little
less than the total for May. 167 of the people leaving in
June returned to California, and most of these left on the
four special coaches which were used during the month. We
were rather disappointed in the number of people leaving in
June, but we expect the situation to improve somewhat in
July and August. We belleve that several factors contributed
to the failure of relocation to increase this past month.
Among these are the changes in procedure for approval of re=
settlement grants, the bellief of some that if they wait a
while longer they will be given more liberal assistance, and
‘the fallure of outside welfare agencies to approve with reas-
onable promptness, dependency cases. However, the chief
deterrent to relocation still seems to be laoi of belief on
the part of center residents that the centers will close
at the end of the year.

As soon as Mr, Myer's teletype concerning the closing
of the units at Gila and Poston was received, a copy was
passed on to evacuee leaders, and representatives of the
Council, the Block Managers and the Resettlement Planning
COmnission were invited to a conference with the Project
Director which was held several days later, The date of
the conference was set long enough in advance for evacuces
to have an opportunity to discuss the contents of Mr, Myer's
message, and a joint meeting of the Block Managers and the
Councilmen was called for this purpose. At the time the .
evacuees were invited to the conference, the Projeet Director
tried to make it plain to them that their recommendations
and suggestions should be based on the accepted fact that the
center was going to close not later than the end of the year.
The meeting was disappointing in that they did not make their
recommendations on this basis, but made them on the basis of
what they would like to have ﬁapptn instead of what was really
go to happen, Three main suggestions were made: (1) That
no closing date for 'this center be announced until WRA poliecy
concerning those who remained in the centers was made publie,
(2) Th.‘ requested a more liberal grant., (3) They asked that
WRA establish several dispersal centers in areas where most of
the center residents wish to ge. They also predicted that
th:r; were 20,000 people in the centers who would not or could
no eave, .



Weekly Report (2) J- 30, 1945

This week an evacuee came to the Project Attorney's
office and requested that a power of attorney be drawn up
so that a Caucasian friend in California could act as agent
in renting the evacuee's home., In discussing the situation,
the attorney learned that the home had been left in the care
of the Caucasian friend at the time of evacuation and that
it had been rented until recently, but was now vacant. The
friend had written the center resident that the house was
vacant, that the insurance would lapse because of vacancy,
and urged the evacuee to come back and live in the house
since there was plenty of work available in that neighborhood,
The attorney questioned the home owner as to why he did not
return, since he did not seem to have an excuse for not doing
80, The man finally stated that he knew he could go back to
California, live in his home and get work, but that the
government had brought him here and that he had a right to
stay here until December 3l.

Now this case is by no means t{yical. In faet, it is
the only one of the kind of which we have heard. But this
does seem to be true. The thinking of many center residents
appears to be colored in varying degrees with this same kind
of philosophy. There are some who probably are as attached
to life in the center as this man is, and there are others
who want to leavé but cannot go out and make their own way -
without a guarantee of public assistance, which they do not
yet have because of slow approval of their cases by outsilde
welfare agencies, In between these two groups we believe
there are many other families who feel in varying degrees
like the man who came to the Project Attorney's office.

Along this same line, it is interesting to note the
following paragraph taken from the minutes of the Council
Meeting of June 253

"3. Mr, Narita, Board of Education

The board is planning to establish some kind
of school to keep the children busy during
and after summer vacation., If the plan can
be carried out without any inconvenience the
school may be opened in the first part of
August., The board wants to take a census

to know about how many children will enroll.
The courges under consideration are Art,
English, Mathematies, Physics, Spanish

U. 8. History, Beginning Shorthand, Artificial
Flower Making, and Flower Arrangement,"



Weekly Report ' (3) June 30, 1945

It was announced here Saturday by the Chief Medical
officer, after a conference with the Project Director, that
only emergency cases will be accepted in the hospital after
July 1. It was explained that this was necessary because
the evacuee staff, both doctors and dentists, with the ex-
ception of one doctor, will leave the project by July 15.
The Wednesday morning "Well-Baby" clinic for inoculations
will continue, as will the Friday morning veneral dlsease
elinic. The Chief Medical Officer has found several hos-
pitals in adjoining towns that will accept patients. The
most distant of these is in Pine Bluff, which is about
fifty miles from here, and the nearest is in Dermott, about
thirty miles from Rohwer.
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled 64; 10 of these

were for return to California., A special car had been
scheduled to leave for California on Friday, but this
and five other cars which were scheduled for the rest :
of the month, were cancelled by the railroad because
of army requirements, The cancellation of Friday's car
is largely responsible for the drop in relocation this
week, since the 60 passengers were forced to make new
plans, For sometime we have been telling center resi-
dents that transportation will become more difficult,
but they were inclined to dismiss these warnings as
WRA propaganda. Now that the cancellations have oc-
curred we do not know what the final effect will be,
but for the time being there is little doubt that ree
location will be slowed up, After time. for consider=
ation, the people may take this as a warning of what

is to come, and may advance their plans for relocation,
On the other hand, they may take it as an excuse for
not relocating, and sit back and wait for the WRA to
do something aﬁout the situation, J(lthough we have
explained that we are under no obligation to see that
more special coaches are available and have warned the
people repeatedly that the schedules may be cancelled,
there is a likelihood that they will say that it is
~our responsibility to see that the coaches are provided,
It will probably be two or three weeks before we can
tell for certain what their attitude 1s going to be,

It was recently announced that five mess halls
will be closed next week, and that the residents of
the blocks concerned will take their meals in adjoin-
ing mess halls, Others will probably be closed before
the end of the month.

It has been decided that adult English classes and
Sewing classes will be discontinued at the end of July.
The sewing machines that have been in use in the blocks
will be picked up and returned to the warehouse, but a
few will be kept in Block 42 for the use of those who
wish to sew for their families. An evacuee will be in
charge of this room, but there will be a definite under-
standing that no sewing classes will be held.

)



Weekly Report (2) July 7, 1945

The Resettlement Planning Commission has reccntl{
completed two surveys concerning relocation. One was to
determine the area of relocation preferred by center
residents, It showed that more than half the people here
wish to return to California, and that a fourth of them
preferred to return to the Los Angeles area. JMost of
those who did not wish to return to the West coast indie-
cated that they would like to relocate in the Middle West
and the East. The purpose of the other survey was to
find out how many people in the center could qualify for
relocation assistance under the new procedure, According
to this, only 119 families could definitely qualify, and
45 others might possibly do so. The results of the second
survey, in particular, are rather questionable, because
those who conducted it are contending that practically no
one can qualify for resettlement assistance under present
regulations, and this attitude probably colered the manner
in which the information was obtained.

The Community Analyst has also completed a surve
with the assistance of the Block Managers, in an effo
to see what the attitude of the people 1s toward reloca=
tion, According to this tabulation, 36% of the adults
here were opposed to relocation, 37% were not opposed
but had no plans, 19% expected to relocate by September 30,
and 8% plan to relocate by December 31, The aceuracy of
this survey is also doubtful because the answers of the
people were undoubtedly influenced by the Block Managers
and other leaders, many of whom contend it is impossible
for a large part of the people to leave the center,

Two tuberculosis cases, who were bed patients,
returned this week to the West coast after being accepted
by an institution in California., Local acceptance of
cases of this tgpo has been slow and we hope that this is
an indication that this situation will improve,
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The Director's announcement of the closing of the Centers
was received at aprroximately 4:00 p. m., July 12. Copies of the
message were made immediately and sent to each Block Manager's
office with the request that they be read in the mess halls at
the evening meal. This was done except in a few blocks where
the Manager was out of his office and did not receive the ammounce-
ment that afternoon. The message was printed ia full.in both
Japanese and Bnglish, in Ssturday's issue of the Center papers
The paper also carried a statement by the Froject Director.

Ae of Saturday night there was very little moticealle
reaction among the evacuees to the amnouncement of the closing
dates. Little discussion of the matter has been heard. The
attitude at this time seems to be one of acceptance and resignation.
There probably is resentment on the part of some but no one has
heard 1t expressed. If there 1s going to be any organized
opposition thie has not become evident. On the other hand, several

‘evacuees have deen heard to say that they had guessed our closing

date would be some time in November. Bueiness at the Relocation
of fice Saturday was on the incresse. However, much of this was
probably due to the fact that it had beenm amnnounced that there
wae a possibility that a special train to the West Coast might bde
availsble soon.

Information comcerning evacuee reaction was requested
from twenty or twenty-five of the appointed persomnel who have
the closest contact and who are on the most intimate terme with
center residents. The ansvers from all these are practically
unanimous--little reaction, no opposition or resemtment, and
general acceptance.

This should be kept in mind, however. Feople im this
center have always been slow to react to good or bad mews. The
attitude here has mot really hed time to crystalige. It will
be another week or two before we can be certain what stand the
people will take. At this time we are inclined to be optimistic.
Particularly if arrangements can be made for the epecial trains
that wve have been requesting.

It wvas announced Friday that a special train might be
obtained for return to the West Coast arsa. This anncuncement was
published in Saturday's paper. By Saturday night 350 people
had signed up to leave on this train the week of July 22 if it
becomes available. Center residents are apparently beginning to
appreciate the advantages of special transportation.



Veekly Report (2) July 14, 1946

Terminal leaves for the week totaled 141; 56 of these
were for teturn to California. The previous week only 64 termimal
leaves were issued. Thie was the week the special cars were
cancelled.

Fev complaints are being heard from the evacuees becCause
of curtailment of hospital and medical services. One surgical
ané two maternity cases were sent to outeide hospitals this week.
The chief problems in the present arrangement are a scarcity of
skilled ambulance drivers and the bad mechanical condition of
some of the ambulances. Services at the outeide hospitals have
been satisfactory. The new Head Furse has arrived and is now on

duty.

Surplus property declarations are being made at the rate -
of approximately one every day.



The attitude of the people here to the announcement of the
closing dates of the cemters is still that of acceptamce. There
are no indications of general resentment or organized peposition.
The announcement caused little excitement and mo great concernm.
There is little public discussion of the matter by the evacuees,
that ie, in the rresence of the appointed staff. On the other hand,
mach more tolk of relocation and relocation plamning is heard.
There has been a rubstantial increase in unscheduled interviews
at the Relocation and ¥elfare offices. There is no doubt that MNr.
Myer's statement has given real impetus to relocation. Remarkes
like these are typical:

"Everyone in our block is moking plans to get out before scheol
starts,® "All the centers are going to close and everyome is
making plane to leave as soon as he can."

A good example of the effect of the announcement is the change
in attitude of the evacuee employees of the fire department.. This
group hos alweys been pretty much "anti-relocsticn." A few days
after the closing dates were amnounced practically all of these men
were talking reloeation, where before it had hardly been mentioned.

Two workers, who had no previous relocation nlans, resigned suddenly
in order to leave on the special train next week. The head of the
Mess Section reports that all hie office workers are talking relocatien
except one.

We do mot believe there is any organized oppesition mov eor
in the making. This reguires real leaders and ve have had fev if any
in the center for the past year or so. This lack of leadership has
been a handicap to relocation but is also has its advantages in that
it mekes real opposition less likely. A fev remarks like theee have
been heard: "If we evacuees were to stick together the governmemt
could mot kick us out." *What we ought to do is organize and then
they could not close the centers." These remarks are not typical and
were not made by people of real influence. It is interesting %o
note that the terms "If we stdck together." and "We gusht to organize"
were used and it was not said that this had been done or was going
to be done.

A summary of the Council minutes for July 19 contaims:the
following peragraphs?
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Weekly Report (2) July 21, 1946

"Nr. Myer has given us the date of closing this center. This
center is the last to be dtosed. The mein reaons are sald to be that
this center is locsted remotest from California, and 1% reguires
more tire for the residents to teturn than for the peovle living in
other centers, and that when Jerome Center was closed last year, most
of the old people and the sick persoms were brought here. It will
require some extra time to resettle these peovle. '

Discuseions!

-

1. Petition to be made to Mr. Myer.

The Canal center of Gila Projeect has sent us = copy of
petition comsisting of 15 articles made by that cemter to
Mr. Myer. HRohwer Council agreed to draw its ewn petition
again and send it direetly to Mr., Myer.

A special committes was ecreated. The committee together
with the Resettlement Planning Commigsion will study and
formulate our petition as soon as possible.

The following five were recommended and approved by the
council.

(Wemes)

Five more are expected from the manager group."

We belisve that these statements indicate acceptance much more
than opposition and that the smeeial committee and the preposed
petition are mostly o face sE¥EME mesture on the part of the counmeil.
They kmow that center residents expeet somethinz of this nature from

= th-o : s

In considering the present situstion this should always be
kept in mind. There is etill an inert group here composed of a
substantial number of people who do met want to relocate. Preseure
is the only thing that will make them leave. Some have relocation
plans that will be ueed 4{f they have to, some have no plans at all,
but all want to stay here if they can. All of this group and many
of those who already have definite plans for leaving, are watching
develorments at Granada. BSeveral have beem heard %o say. "Let's
gee what happens at Oransda." Mamy more are thinking this dut not
eaying it. The WRA is on the spot. If there is any sign of weakening
on our part in closing that center it will do great harm to relocation
of all centers. When Orsnada ie actuslly ¢losed and when the residue
of residents, if any, 18 not sefit to amother center, we are confident
shat we can have this center emptied by December 15.




Weekly Report (3) July 21, 1945

1f many comcessions are made at OGranada many mlaftu not leave
here.

This week 90 terminal leaves were issued. With the departure
of the spechAl train for the West Comst aressmext week should break
all records for this rroject. The special trainm vas obtained at
a very opportune time. center closing smnouncement had juet
been made, a week or twe before that all special coaches had been
gancelled and transportation difficulties had beem stressed by the
redio =nd prese. Information was received late Thuresday afternoon
that the train wouldbbe available. A special issue of the Cemter
paper gave some of the detaile Friday. As of Saturday night apprexi-
mately 440 people had signed to leave on the train. Plans have been
worked out for picking up bagsage and freight and for loading.

The departure time is 9:00 A. M., July 26. Some of those who have
registered for the train are camcelling but new reguests nearly

equal concellations. No mention has been made of the possibility

of amother soeeial train because there would have been a strong
inelimation on the vart of many to delay their departure. The second
train in August will be sanounced as soon as we are sure there won't
be many cancellations Decsuse of it. With the special train group,
1t seems now that aporoximately 775 people will relocate in July.
About ome-half of these will returm to the West Uoast. Seventeen
indefinite leaves have been issued for relocation near Little Rock
and gix more family heads mre nov in that section on short term leave
and we expect them to wonvert to indefinite.

\
\
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Reaction among the evacuees to the anncuncement of the
closing dates of the centers is still favorable. There 1s no
indication of widespread resentment or organized opposition,
As far as we can tell, there are no sigins that there is likely
to be any kind of a "sit-down" attitude in the last days of the
center, It is true that there are a few who say they are not
going to leave until they are forced to do so, but they seem
to speak as individuals and not as part of a definite group.
It is also interesting and encouraging to note that some of
those who have insisted all along that they could not or would
not leave, did leave on very short notice on the speeial train
this week, There are still scattered predictions that 2,000
or 2,500 people will be left here on the eclosing day. There
are also people who insist that they, and many others, cannot
leave but it is our opinion that mns£ of this is just talk,
Many of the so called leaders are in this group, we bew
lieve they are still trying te bargain, The average center
resident 1s talking relocation and is making plans to leave,

The Community Analyst reports that five or six Issel have
recently told him that they think more than 50% of the people
will leave but that something less than 50% be 20%, 30% or
40%, do not think all the centers can or will close and that
those left here will be transferred to some center that will
-be open for the duration., This group claims there is simply
no housing for the people in the centers and that the governe
ment will not force people to leave when they have no housing.
A request that one of the cooks at the hospital made of the
dieticlian indicates how some of the people are thinking. This
man asked the dietilcian for a letter of reference which was to
be used to help him get a similar job when he transferred to
another project when Rohwer closed, The Special Council Com=
mittee has been working on a new petition to the Director. The
following is taken from a summary of the Council minutes of

July 23

"7, Mr, Narita, Committee for Drawing Petition to
iir, Myer, »

"  This Committee met on Thursday and Saturday
last week and formulated 10 of 12 requests of the
Rohwer Center, These requests will be published
on the Outpost as soon as the committee is ready."

We do not yet know what the requests are.



Weekly Report (2) July 28, 1945

The most important event of the week was the departure

of a speeial train Thurldl¥g July 26th, with 417 passengers
for the West coast area. e train consisted of 7 day coaches,
a pullman, 2 baggage cars, and a diner, One coach left the
train at iodl; 2 coaches and a baggage car at Stockton; 2 coaches
at Fresnoj and 2 coaches, a baggage car and the pullman went on
to Los Angeles, The WRA representative on the trip is Robert A.
Allison, Assistant Relocation Program Cfficer. The baggage cars
were spotted on the project siding Wednesday morning, and the
checked baggage was picked up and loaded that day. Eight trucks,
each of which was accompanied by two members of the appointed
personnel, picked up the baggage in the blocks, listed it,
checked it, and gave the checks to the owners. It was picked wup
and loaded in reverse order to the unloading of the passengers,
That is, Los Angeles and Stockton baggage was loaded first, and
the baggage of those going to Salt Lake City, Pueblo, Lodi, ete.,
was loaded last so that it could be unloaded first when passen=-
gers for these points left the train. A baggage crew was organ-
ized from among the passengers tc help in unloading at the dife
ferent stops so that the people could receive their baggage as
soon as they left the train, The train reached Rohwer about
7:30 A, Thursday and the trucks left the Administration

lding to pick up the passengers at 8:00 o'clock., Loadi
started at 8:15 and was completed at 9:10, and the train.pulled
out immediately. The whole operation was carried out s
and without great diffieulty., The train was scheduled to reach
Los Angeles 29. We were well pleased with the way the move=
ment was carried out.

' Notice of departure was rather short but this was offset
by the faet that many people had previously signed up to return
to the West coast on the special coaches that were cancelled, and
they were glad to get the unexpected opportunity teo leave on the
special train,

The day before the train left it was announced that there
was a possibility that there would be a second train about the
middle of A t, and the evacuees were urged to come in and
slgn up not later than noon, July 29, so that we could use these
registrations in justifying a second train, We were afraid to
mention before that time that there might be another train be-
cause of the likelihood of a great number of cancellations after
it was known that there would possibly be another group movement,
Even as it was, there were wldespread rumors that there would be
another train and there were a number of cancellations because of
them, The cancellations were offset, in part, by last minute ap=-
plications, -



Weekly Report (3) July 28, 1945

The total number of terminal leaves for the week was 465,
During the month of July, it is estimated that a total of gz5
terminals will be issued and that conversions will bring t
figure up to approximately 800, Considerably more than 50% of
these are returning to California,

- We are confident that we will have enough passengers by
the middle of August for another special train to the West coast,
However, it is rather difficult to get the people to comnit theme
selves very far in advance of leaving., As of Saturday at noon,
146 passengers had been processed to return on an August train if
one becomes.available., 4 special bulletin was issued Yednesday
urging everyone who wished to return to the West coast area to
sign up for this train at once, and the regular bulletin issued
Saturday carried a statement by the Projeect Director explaining
why 1t was so important for center residents to take advantage
of speclal transportation opportunities, ;

Workers in the Relocation Office are going through their
files and are picking out cases where families have not come in
for interviews or have not come in for sometime, and are making
a special effort to interview these people to rind out what their
plans are and to encourage them to make some kind of relocation
plans or bring their plans up to date. Satisfactory progress is
being made in obtaining information about where each.family wishes
to relocate and we believe that this data will be complete by the
September lst deadline, ‘

The Army List shows that this project now has only 52
people in Step 4, 10 in Stép 3, 2 in Step 2, and 1 1in Step 8,



(‘\\-" WEEKLY REPORT
- ROHWER RELOCATION CENTER
WEEK ENDING AUGUST 4, 1945

The net center population is now below the 4,000 mark.,
As of midnight, August 3rd, the net population was 3,974.
This total does not include 109 people now out on short term
leave, The effect of the special train to the West coast
area last month, and the announcement that another train will
be available this month, can be seen in relocation figures for
the week. For this period, 59 terminal leaves were issued,
but only four of thesé were for return to California. The
trains have practically eliminated individual relocation to
the West coast, and they have also lowered relocation in the
weeks between them., There is no doubt that the speclal trains
will inerease the percentage of returns to California in the
long run, however, There has been little change here in the
reaction of the evacuees toward the announcement that the
center would close., If there is any difference at all in
their attitude on this subject, it has been for the better.
The Relocation Program Officer reports that there had been
an increasing number of people relocating who formerly sald
that they could not or would not leave the center., Others
have also left who had not made such statements as these
but who had never diseclosed that they had any definite pians
for leaving, It is his opinion that there had been in the
last week an increase in the amount of relocation talk, and
that practically everyone is now convinced that the center
is going to close by December 15. This is also the opinion
of most of the other appointed personnel who have close con=-
tacts with the evacuees.

At the 108th Regular Meeting of the Community Council,
July 30th, it was again announced that a petition was being
forwarded to Mr. Myer by the headquarters of the All-Center
Conference., We are not familiar with the contents of the
petition, other than the fact that it protests against cer-
tain phases of the WRA plan to close the center December 15.
The Council fully agreed with the requests drawn up by the
All-Center Conference and unanimously decided to support the
requests wholeheartedly and to wire Topaz at once.

: The former chairman of the 00mmun1:{ Council, who has
been gone for the past two months on short term leave, came
back to the center this week to make plans to leave with his
family within a short time, He stated that in his opinion
there-would be only five or six hundred people here on Decem=
ber 1. This means that he thought there would be that many
people who would not make any k of relocation plan and
would stay here until they were forced out. When he gave
this estimate, he had no ledge of future WRA plans for
moving cases of this kind, and this opinion was quite a con-
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trast to those of aome'of the other center residents who have
maintained that this group would total 2,000 or 2,500, -

Plans are developing favorably for the second special
train, which will leave sometime the week of August 12, The
tentative date has been set for the 17th, There is an incli-
nation on the part of some of the residents to delay prepara=
tions for leaving until the exact date of the departure has
been announced, but this has not proved to be a serious handi-
cap. The exact date would be helpful, though, in making ade
vance freight shipments., At the close of work August 3, 322
people had registered to return to the West coast area on
this train., All but twenty or thirty of these have made all
necessary arrangements except for matters concerning the
handling of freight and baggage. The largest group, 141, will
go to the Los Angeles area; zS will go to Stockton; 35 to
Fresno; 35 to Los Angeles; 26 to San Francisco; 16 to the
Denver and Pueblo area; and the remainder will be scattered
in Utah, Nevada and other western sections. We do not yet
have enough people registered to fill a pullman who can
qualify for this privilege, but we believe there will be
more cases of this type when the exact date of the depart-
ure has been announced., If only a reasonable number is lacke
ing for the pullman, it is planned to fill the vacant berths
with borderline cases,

Suggestions concerning the second train have been re-
ceived from the WRA representative who went with the group in
July. -He reports that it 1s advisable for WRA to provide a
representative to go with each special train, and he was also
of the opinion that it was essential for a railroad represen-
tative to be present at all times, This representative should
travel the whole route of his railroad system and a new man
should not come on at every division point, Meals and diner
service provided the Missouri Pacific line were not at
all satisfactory, t good service was given by the Southern
Pacific and the Western Pacific, It was also recommended that
an attempt be made to get the dining car to serve dinner and
lunches at appro:imntoiy $1.,00 each, and breakfast for 75¢ or
- « An evacuee doctor who returned to California on the

Ju train proved very helpful, and it was suggested that an
attempt be made to have a doetor on the next train, Since
there is only one evacuee doctor left in the center, and
since there is little possibility that he will relocate in
California, we do not know how this sugzostion can be follow-
ed, All checked baggage for the Juzianicin was transported
in two baggage coaches, and it was p ed to remove the
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baggage of each group when they left the train enroute. Some
difficulty was encountered in handling this quantity of bage
gage in the time allowed for stops, so an attempt will be made
to check some of the baggage for the next train in advance of
departure, It was sugizfted that all checked baggage going
to Los Angeles be put into one car, and that it be taken to

a WRA warehouse on its arrival. The owners could then claim
it at their convenience.

The Welfare Section has received instructions from the
Washington office not to aid in the transportation of continue
ing Welfare cases until acceptance of these caseshas been as=-
sured by the local welfare agencles at the point of relocation.
This instruction, if strictly followed, would greatly retard
relocation of cases of this type. Some of these cases have
been leaving here before acceptance is assured, and have ex-
pressed willingness to take their chances with the local
agencies after their arrival at the point of relocation.
Action on these cases by the local agenciles is delayed so
frequently and so long that many cases will remain in the
center much longer than they normally would if they must have
prior approval before relocation grants can be made,

The Center Librarian, who has also been doing an ex-
cellent job lately supervising the relocation library, will
leave the center for other employment sometime in the week
of August 19, and it is planned to close the library a few
days before her departuré., The Center Co-op is also making
" plans to close its stores within a short time,

An Army Reviewing Team is scheduled to arrive at the
center on August 7 and will start hearings the next day.
Ten of these are scheduled at this time,

Although it was announced in the latter part of June
that hospital and medical treatment would be confined to
emergency cases, there has been a tendency on the part of
the evacuees to insist that almost any case was an emergency.
Some 0,B., cases have deliberately become emergency cases by
waiting until the last minute before going to the hospital.
It was announced in the August 4th issue of the center bule
letin that the term "emergency" will be strictly interpreted
and a paragraph of Administrative Order No, 286 was quoted
in support of this policy. Saturday afternoon a committee
of evacuees met with the Acting Project Director, the Assist-
ant Project Director in ch:::o of Community Management, and
.the Chief Medical Officer the quéstion of what constituted
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an emergency was discussed, The Chief Medical Of ficer ex-
plained in detail the problem facing the hospital and the
medical staff, and it is believed that an understanding was
reached as to what would constitute an emergency. In order
to make certain that proper transportation of cases to out=
side hospitals would be available one of the ambulances has
recently been completely overhauled and is kept at the motor
pool and not used except for transportation of cases outside
the center. 1In this way, it can be maintained in good con=
dition and will always available when needed,



T
el e,

=
ROHWER RELOCATION CENTER _
WEEK ENDING AUGUST 11, 1945 e )et.

Terminal leaves for the week totaled 70, Very few ?,«Qw[“(%
of these were for return to the West coast area, since

practically all of the people who plan to return to that

section will leave on the second special train August 17.

Satisfactory progress is being made in obtaining
registrations for the train next week, 389 people have

. been processed and are ready to leave, and 10 or 15 more

are waking final arrangements., Twenty pullman cases have
signed up, and we believe that there will be enough pase
sengers who can qualify for this type of transportation
to justify a pullman. By rlday at noon the destination
of most of the people wad follows: Los Angeles, 154;
Stoekton, 64; Lodi, 57; Flesno, 44; Sacramento, 28; Salt
Lake City, 17; Pueblo, 14, All in these groups are not
going strictly to the cities mentioned, but will go to
those cities and the surrounding areas. The remainder of
the passengers who had registered by Friday will be scate
tered in small towns throughout the West, Additional
registrations will doubtless follow this distribution,

As we reported last week, it was recommended by
the WRA representative on the Juiy train that a doctor:
accompany the next group. Since no evacuee doetor 1s
available for the second train, it is now planned to
send an appointed nurse who wiil look after the pullman
cases, and also give assistance to others. This plan
should work out very well, since some of the pullman
cases will need a nurse anyway.

As of Saturday night, 110 people had been granted
terminal leaves since the rirst of the month, We expect
more than 400 to leave on the special train, but it 1is
doubtful whether there will be 300 additional terminal
departures for the rest of August. Consequently, we ex=
pect relocation in August to be slightly under the figure
for July., However, we do not expect a serious decline in
relocation, and the attitude of the people continues to
be good, For example, all day Friday the Relocation of=
fice was crowded with people making future plans 'or
final arrangements for leaving. Good progress is being

‘made by the Relocation Division in obtaining information

as to where center residents wish to go and when they
Plan to leave, We expect this tabulation to be completed
by the September 1 deadline, :
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We are watching one Block here with special in-

. terest. No one left from this Block on the July train., Only

' - one fam signed up to go on the August train, and this fam-
ily cancelled Saturday. Consequently, we think there may be

some opposition here,

Administrative Instruction No., 289 is being reproe
duced in full in Japanese and in English and will be dise
tributed Monday or Tuesday., We agree that it would have been
better to have had more information on housing possibilities
before this was released, and we expect some reaction from
the evacuees, but do not think there will be any serious
difficulty. We are alsc of the opinion that the sheoek will
aid relocation. It is another good indication that the Cene
ters are actually going to close, regardless of the attitude
of some of the people, and when the residents are convinced
of this it certa will help the program.

In spite of the delapidated coaches, inadequate
meals served by the Missouri Pacific Raillroad, and the
poor servicing of the coaches, the July train was a success,
The WRA train representative especially commented upon the
cooperation of Mr, Charles Miller, Area Supervisor of the
San Franecisco office, The train rider requested Mr, Miller
to have a representative board the train in Saeramento.
Consequently, a Reports Officer and District Reloecation
Officers from Sacramento, Stockton and Fresno got on the
train at Sacramento and ﬁhcae men proved to be very helpful.
For example, by the time two coaches and a haggatf car had
been droppo& off at Stockton, the Relocation OUfflcer in
‘that town had taken charge of all the people in the two
coaches and assumed responsibility for caring for them and
unloading the baggage. Plans have been worked out with all
Western Area offices, with the exception of the one in
Los Angeles, for Relocation Officers to board the train 50 or
J00niles before their destinations are reached and by the
time the train arrives and the people and their baggage
have been checked by the Relocation Officers, much of the
preparation for unloading will be completed., This not only
helps the WRA train rider, but also gives the evacuees con-
fidence in the assistance offered by the WRA. Our repre-
sentative on the first train stated that soldiers, sailors
and marines were the friendliest and most considerate

. groups that were encountered on the trip. This attitude

also gives the returneces confidence; He also said that the
account of the Hearst Press of the arrival of the train was
very prejudiced and inaceurate. On the way back from the
West coast, he stopped at St, Louils and ¢ with the :
Missouri Pacific officials there about the kind of service
this raillroad had provided, and the officials agreed to see
that the situation was corrected,
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The Community Couneil has appointed a new chalrman
for the Education Committee, which is attempting to organize
an unaccredited school at this center, The committee 1s now
planning to ask the assistance of outside people in obtalne
ing school books, Among these is Dr, J, B. Hunter, former
head of the Community Management Division here. The com-
mittee is also planning te request that school rooms be
provided when the Project Director returns from his va-
cation next week, : :

The Community st reports that the favorable
war news, and especially entry of Russia on our silde,
has very definitely caused general depression among the
Issei population of this center, It 1s interesting to note
that even some of the Nisei have been heard to say that the
atomic bomb was just some more propaganda, but there seems
to be no doubt on the part of the people ﬂore that Russia
is now one of our active allies, :

The Appeals Board of the Western Defense Command
arrived Tuesday afternoon, August 7. Hearings will be
-held through August 13, and the bvard will depart for San-
Franeisco the following day. Hearings are being held
only for those who had advance notices, ,



L
D= i f b WEEKLY REPORT
L Boprre= | ROHWER RELOCAT ION CENTER
: __ﬁ. WEEK ENDING AUGUST 18, 1945

4 g ,_:L- As of Saturday night the Center population was 3,443,
L e During the week 451 terminal leaves were issued, This-is

: slightly below the week of July 22, when terminals totaled
465. The second special train for the Western area left
the Center at 10:30 AM, August 17, with 386 passengers a=
board., 366 of these were terminal leaves and the remainder
were short term and visitors. liost of these people returned
to California, although some stopped in Colorade and Utah.
The majority of the California returnees went to Stockton,
Lodl and Los Angeles areas. It was thought that we could
fill seven day coaches in addition to the pullman but, be=-
cause of late cancellations, we were not able to do this
and one of the coaches was dropped off in Little Rock.
Forty-eight people cancelled their return on the train after
they had been processed for departure, Some of these can=
cellations were justified, but some were not. The people
here have been warned repeatedly that project officials obe
ligated themselves in advance to fill a certain number of
coaches, that railroad equipment is released on this basis
and that it jeopardizes our chances for other special trains
if we are not able to make full use of this equipment, Be=~
cause of the danger of cancellations, we are reluctant to
talk about special trains in the future, at least until the
current train has actually left. People are still inclined
to wait for the next train.

Picking up of freight belonging to passengers con
this train was started the latter part of last week and
loading was completed by Saturday of this week. The Calie
fornia freight is being handled by the Universal Carloading
Company. We give each family a separate bill of landing,
and we pag on the basis of an ICL shipment. The company re=
ceives a bill of lading for carload lots, and these cars are
broken at San Franciseco and Los Angeles and door to door dee
livery is then made by the company. This arrangement does
not save the govornnont any money on the freight bill but
it does provide free door to door delivery for the return-
ees, The company has agreed to furnish this same service
for Washington and Oregon if desired. Shipments to states
other than those on the West Coast are made as they have

- been in the past. We are having some difficulty in maine
taining evacuee work crews that are large eno to pick
up the freight in the blocks. All checked baggage was
picked up and loaded the day before the train left. As has
been done in the past, two of the appointed personnel accom=
panied each truck and attached the checks and verified the
baggage lists to see that no error was made. ‘

\
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' The attitude of center residents toward relocation and
the closing of the center is still good. In fact, it seems to
be improving and the Relocation and Welfare offices are crowded
with people asking for relocation. information, and making plans
for leaving. The minutes of the Community Council indicate still
more strongly that the center closing has been accepted as a
settled fact., In discussing the departure of the second special
train, one girl remarked that she did not expect very many
people to come out to see the train leave because everyone
would be at home packing, Of course, this was not striectly true
but the remark gives some idea of the way the people are think-
ing. Housing is still the big problem, and any new aid on that
point would be a real help to relocation. Administrative No-
tice 289 was reppoduced in full in Japanese and English in a
special edition of the Relocation Bulletin, but we have not had
any repercussions from it, as we thought we might. No committees
have called on the Project Director because of it. The Council
Minutes remark that under these instructions "departure is al-
most compulsory,"

The news that Japan had surrendered was recelved here
with mixed emotions., There is no doubt that for most of the
Issel it was a terrific shock. Many of them expected a ne-
gotiated peace up until the last. Even last Friday (Aug. 17)
a parolee referred to the "false rumor of Tuesday". After
the surrender announcement, a few told relocation advisers
that they did not plan to leave the center until they saw
how the war turned out. The entrance of Russia on the Allied
side depressed the Issei much more than the news of the atomic
bomb, Many considered the latter merely propaganda, and at
least a few of the Nisei thought the same thing.

The head of Community Activities approached some of
the Issel leaders on Saturday, August 11, on the subject of a
peace celebration program when Japan's surrender was announced .
All those contacted thought the older group would not be in-
terested in such a ceremony, but expressed the opinion that
it would be appropriate for the Nisei to take part, Conse=-
quently, a program was worked out with several Nisel Saturday
night, and a bulletin announcing the event was prepared to be
distributed when the surrender announcement came, Care was
taken that "peace" rather than "victory" was stressed in the
program, The bulletin announcement was given to the Block
Managers Wednesday morning and the program, which had been
announced at the Christian Church service on Sunday (of course,
the exact date could not be given then), was held Wednesday
afternoon at 4:00 P, Several Niséi and one Buddhist priest,
an Issel, participated,

The program was planned to fortify the Nisel agalnst
the pessimism of the Issel, and was exceptionally well done.
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The trouble was, there were only a half dogzen or so Issei
present, and the total evacuee attendance besides those on the
program was between 20 and 25, We and the evacuee partieclpants
wer;dvezy much disappointed at the lack of response by center
residents.

It is true that the advance publicity was not of the
best, The Bloek Managers did not make the announcement, as
far as we know., It is doubtful if many posted the announce-
ment bulletins. However, many of the evacuees did know that
the ceremony was to be held and simply ignored it. A special
report is being prepared on the reaction of the people here
and will be forwarded to the Director within a few days.

The Center Library will close August 31. One co-og
canteen closed August 15 and another will close September lst.
A liquidation sale will be held September 1 to September 15.
The greatest problem with dead stock concerns $4,000 worth of
shoes. The Army Appeal Board left August 14, nf%or conducting
twelve hearings, One of the members indicated that many of
these would be cleared, '

Practically all the appointed personnel worked the
two days after the Japanese surrender because of the special
train that left Friday. Compensatory leave is being given
those who worked during this peried,
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0 Although only 61 people were issued terminal

\%Sl

{ léaves during the week, it was the best period that we have
had for relocation, By Saturday at noon a total of 399 per-
sons had signed requests for departures., This does not mean,
of course, that they left, but it does mean that they are
going within a short time, that a definite date of depart-
ure has been set and that they are being processed in prep-
aration for leaving. On Thursday 98 people requested term-
inal leave and on Friday there were 101,

- It has been announced that another special train
will leave here for the West coast area on September 7, and
prospects for filling it are excellent, As of Friday night,
285 passengers had signed up., A recruiter from Seabrook
Farms came to the project a few days ago, and his visit has
resulted in a considerable increase in interest in the Sea-
brook offer, Thirteen individuals have already registered
to accept this employment, and we hope that there will be
enough interest to justify a special coach sometime during
the first week in September, The second special train from
this center arrived in California after a satisfactory trip,
with the exception that it was 34 hours late., The WRA rep=
resentative has reported that meals and service in general
were better than those provided for the first train. Two
or three evacuee labor recruiters have also been here, and
one or two of them appear to have a good chance of taﬁing
out a substantial number of workers. These men are working
for California companies. The Relocation Officer from New
Orleans spent several days here, but there is still not a
great deal of interest in relocation in the South. However,
one of the men who is farming near Little Rock came down
looking for four more families, and one other group has Just
about closed a deal for relocation in the E%iiio'nagghfiou
and if they leave they will take several £ es w hem.,

Interviews by the Relocation Division to determine
where people wish to relocate and what they plan to do are
making good progress. 372 of these were held during the week
and Relocation workers report that response to notices is
nearly 100%.

Four mess halls were closed this week, making
a total of 15 that have suspended operations. It is now
planned to keep 9 mess halls open until the project closes,
or until some of the blocks are consolidated.
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Assistance was given a father who went to Little
Rock to receive the Silver Star which had been posthumously
awarded his son who had been killed in Germany. The news=
papers gave the incident appropriate publicity.

An evacuee truck driver was slugged in McGehee by
a local businessman after the driver was alleged to have crowde
ed the attacker off the highway. The businessman has been un=-
usually nice to the people here, and it seems probably that the
boy was guilty of a flagrant violatilon of traffic regulations,
The ineident did not ereate a great deal of excitement, either
at the center or at McGehee, Although the boy talked for a time
as 1f he were goilng to bring charges against the Caucasian, we
think i1t is doubtful that he will do this because we believe he
was probably in the wrong and one charge would bring on another,
We hsve also been informed that the attacker has already pled
guilty and has paid a nominal fine, |
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The net population off the Center as of Saturday night
September 1, was 3263; the gross figure, which includes those
out on short term was Z338. Terminal leaves for August reached
750. This is a little better than we had expected at the first
of the month. This figure does not include conversions. Ter-
minal leaves for the week totalled 122. By Saturday at noon 519
had signed up for the special train of September 7. This is the
greatest number that has ®ver signed for one train. 327 people
‘have registered to go to Seabrook Farms and we still hope to get
encugh additions to justify a special coach.

The two great deterremts to relocation are still (1)
housing, and (2?&. slow aceeptance by local agescies of contimuing
welfare cases. If relief could be ziven on these two points we
believe we could practically clear this center several weeks be-
fore the deadline. The cancellation of exclusion notices should
encourage a good many families to leave, Information as to when
-and where the evacuees expeet %0 relocate has been obtained and
i# nov being compiled and will be in the Washington office by the
deadline, September 10.

The Military Police were withdrawn last Saturdsy and we
are now attempting to recruit two more appointed personnel to
work at the gate and amother for Internal Security. Twe gatemen
have already been employed and we expect to be able to get two
more soon. Ten oubéfide l-borers have also been hired. Most of
these will work at the warehouses and with freight shipments.
Chances seem to be good for us to get several stemographers and
clerk-typiste foom the Pine Bluff Arsemal which is making a
drastiec raduction in personnel.

The Center movie, which wes operated by the Co-op, die-
contimued operations August 31l. The Dry Goods Store and the
- remaining Canteen will close September 8 after a liguidation
sale.. One show repair shop and one barber shop will remain
open for the time being. The Co-op management hopes to dispose
of all ite property and cash by the end of November.

For the time being, all sections and divieions will
observe the 40 hours week except the hospital staff. It may be
necessary for some units such as Relocation and Welfare to work
longer hours later on. The 40 hour week for most of the project
wag recommended with this reservation in mind.
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The third special train left the Center September
7, for the West Coast Area with 497 passengers aboard, 422
of these were términal leaves and 20 were short term peo
or visitors, This is the largest group that has ever 1
here at one time for relocation. The traln consisted of two
Pullman cars, one diner, three baggage cars and seven da
eoaches, Terminal leaves for the week totalled 547. On
one of these was a conversion, As of Saturday night, the
_ population of the Center was down to 2715, plus 75 or 80 out
on short term,

It is now planned to send out znother special
train some time in the last week of this m nth., We are con=-
fident that this can be done but registrations have not yet
advanced far enough to decide this for certain.

Hospital and institutional cases are still giving
us considerable concern, It would be much easier to move.
ther by special train because they would be assured of a
Pullman and would travel as a group. This would make it
easier to care for them en route. Ye hope that every effort
will be made to obtain acceptance of these cases by hespitals
or other institutions as soon as possible,

' it now :ppears that enough people will not go
to Seabrock. soon to Jjustify a special car, ilowever, 40
persons will leave for that destination within a short time,
This group consists of 1V or 12 families.

Information from the recent survey to determine
departure dates and destinations has been compiled and was
sent to the Washington Office the latter part of the week,
Only 17 families indicated no departure dates, Four of these
gave Japan as their choice of destinaticn and two gave Tule
Lake, Special interviews for these cases will be conducted
immediately.

Because of the scarcity of help the number of
evacuee workers in the blocks isc being reduced., These
include bloclk laborers, clerks and janitors, <he reduction
i;sbeing made only in blocks where the population is-below

People from Gila and Poston are showing real
interest in the Wilson Plantation offer, It now seems
fairly certain that some of the evacuees will settle there,
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During the week 143 terminal leaves were issued;
only seven of these were for return to California since
practically all California returnees are traveling by
speclal train. As of Saturday night the gross population
of the center was 2640 and there were 75 or 80 people out
on short term, Since the first of the year the population
loss has been 4684, This takes into consideration births,
deaths, seasonal returnees and admittances or all kinds.

A total of 1991 people have returned to California from
Rehwer since the West Coast was opened,

By the end of the week 265 people had signed up
to leave on the special train that is tentatively scheduled
for September 23, Nearly 500 passengers left on the train
of the 7th but we do not expeet this next group to be as
large., There are indications it mar not exceed 400, For
the past two weeks business at the Relocation office has
been falling off. ZXYor example, after the train of August
17 left, the office was crowded with people making plans
to relocate., This was not true after the last train and
relocation for the coming week is expected to be unusually
low. The reason for this slump is not known but it is
possible that the people are waiting to see what happens
at Granada., If the program is carried out there according
to schedule we believe that there will be few people
here who will be inclined to remain in this center until

the last.

The personnel problem here fzmains difficult.
The greatest need is still for clerk-typists, clerk-
stenographers and firemem. Reeruiting is still going on
with fairly good success. However, one of the war plants
where we had hoped to get workers has advised us that
they will not release their employees until the first of
the year. The plant that is releasing workers naturally
keeps its best people as long as it can, We expeet to
employ additional fire protection men next week,

Two Jall sentences were imposed during the week,
Each man was sentenced to two weeks.by the Project ‘
Director. One had been stealing property from one of the
warehouses and the other was guilty of drunkenness and
disturbing the -eace, It was the third arrest for the
latter and he had formerliy been arrested for drunkenness
in YeGehee,

|
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The Executive Secretary of the Counell, who is
also a member of the Relocation Planning Commission, left
the center recently to investigate relocation opportunities
especially for families who have practically no funds, lost
of these people are trying to find a suitable place to
farm and at this time a Ceorgia proposition seems to be
the most promising, :

The Council minutes mention the fact that one
Councilman suggested that requ-sts for additional
reloecation assistance be sent to Secretary Ickes rather
than to Mr, Myer because there seemed to be no chance of
getting any favorable action from the latter. It was
finally decided to send future request both to Mr, Iliyer
and Mr, Ickes,
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There was a sharp decline in relocation this week -
when only 40 terminal leaves were issued. Eight of these ’
were for return to California. 7. Soo( I )

We believe that the chief reason for the sluap
in relocation 1s lack of housing. loest of the people
remaining in the center want to return to California,
loreover, most of them wish.to return to the Southern part
of the u%ate where the housing situation is the worst,
They know housing is extremely hard to find and they are
very reluctant to leave here without some assurance that
they are going to have some place to live, In the past
several weeks there has been a deeided trend in favor of {
California relocation, This reduces relocation 1lan the East )
and Middle West but since there is so little housing where
they wish to go, there is an inclination to remain here for
a while longer, We do not believe there is any increased
resistance to relocation, but only an increase in the number
of people who wish to go where it is most difficult for them
to make a satisfactory adjustment, .

The increase in the proportion of welfare cases to
the total center population also is beginning to retard
relocation, This group is going to be slow to leave as long
as there is undue delay in the approval of welfare assistance
by outside local agencies, For example, on September 13
dockets on 399 welfare cases were still awaiting aprroval.
No reply has been received concerning 248 of these.
Correspondence has been received coneerning the remaining
111 but they have not been approved, Approval of 22 cases
has been received, if housing can be found for them, Ag of
the 13th twelve cases that had been aporoved were preparing
to leave the center, Of course there have been other aporovals
besides these but these are the only approved cases that are
stil! here, It also should be kept in mind that these
figures change from day to day but they give-some idea of
what the situation is. : ko

. 3. | ol

As has been previously reported there are some¢ =/
people here who are waiting to see what happens at Granada. - /
A reliable evacuee has informed us that he talked with five
persons recently about leaving and two of them sald they - -~
were walting until October to watch the Granada situation.

Another reason relocation was low this week
that another special leaves for California on September
28, Most of those going to the Western Area are waiting for
it, As of Friday night, 365 people had registered for this
train, It is doubtful whether total will reach 400,



Weekly Report (2) September 22, 1945

Clearance has recently been received for the
relocation of 3 families in Hawaii, A group of 38 evacuees
from Poston is now living on the Wilson Plantgtion in
Northeast Arkansas. They are reported to be well pleased
with the situation and the plantation manager has also
expressed satisfaction with his new tenants.

During the past week an evacuee labor recruiter for
Becker Farms at Decatur, 'ichigan, has been in the center
with an exceptionally good farm labor offer. <he men are
wanted for seasonal work and Mr., Becker has to pay
transportation expenseg to any gart of the Unlted States
when the work season is over, Ie alsc agreed to pay expenses
back to the center and board while here and then send them

anywhere they wished to go. It was explained to those interested

that they could return to the center as visitors for a limited
time but in spite of this a misunderstanding developed and
¥r. Becker got the impression that they could not return
here at all, He called about the matter and the true situa-
tion was explained to him, After this had been done he said
that he understood our positiocn and his attitude about the
whole thing was very reasonable, Meetings were arranged for
the recruiter with the Block Yanagers and other evacuee
leaders but only eleven men were signed up for this work
although 40 were wanted, The offer was also given publicity
in both Japanese and Fnglish in the relocation bulletin.

Ve believe that the strong California trend had mueh to do
with the rejection of this offer, iost of the recruiting was
among single men and this group i1s more inclined to take

the attitude that the government will take care of them
anyway «
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled 48 as compared to
40 for the week ending September 22. Relocation for this week
would have reached the 400 mark exeept for the faet that the
special train seheduled to leave Priday, Sentember 28, was post= ?z' ]
poned until Sunday, September 30. Project officials were notifiadﬂﬁ} (hﬂ.
Wedneedsay at noon by railroad revresentatives thet Army recuire-
ments made the deliy meeessary, Officiale of the Community
Couneil, the train monitor and the car captaine were notified
immediately of the change in plans and they passed the informetion
on to the passengers. Individual notiees were aleo mailed out
the next day to each family that was scheduled to leave. In this
wvay = minimum of comfusion reenlted. BRetween 355 and 260 people,
including a few visitors, will leave on the train Sunday. Thise
group shipped ten ear loade of freight and there were three ears

of cheeked bageage.

The relocation total for the month will bde aprroximstely
1123, This iec the best month this center has exverienced. The
next beet was July when 821 peovle left. The August total wae
752. By September 20 the center povulation will be glishtly over
2100,

After the train leaves Bunday the Relocation Diviesion
will be vprivarily reepomsible for 482 cases representing about
1360 people. Thie Welfare Bection will still have approximately
8500 cnses. Bince 2 substantial number of these are single
cases they comvrice only about 750 individuals. These figures
indicate bow the welfare group ie growing im importamce as com-
pared to nom~welfare casges. This emohasizes hov desiresble 1t
ie to have reasonably prompt approval of assistence for these
cages by outside agenelee. Fowever, elow approval of the 290
cages still ranks esecond as a deterrent to relocation lack of
housing remaine the moet serious problem,

The strong Californie tremnd reported leet week contimues.
It still slowe up relocation to other pointe where houeing is
more easily available. Because 0 many peovle hrd eaid they
vished to return to Los Angeles in September but were not able
to do so beesuse of laek of housing, a check was made to see
if they had been evacusted from that area. It was foumd that all
but two cases were originally from that seetion.

Only thirteen block mess halls sre now in operation snd
another is expected to close next week.
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled 355. All but 23 of-'”a,,_z'
“these were pascengers on the special train that left September 30.. :
Toading of the train was carried out in record time. Irucks %

rtarted picking up passengers at 1:06 p. m. and all vere sboard
an hour later. The train pulled out at 2:05 p.m. @‘(-7
It has been announced that two epecial cosches will va4l‘0 119

leave for the Weet Coast mres on October 18. Ae of Friday aight
thirty oassengers had eigned up. A pullmam will be reguested later
if 4t is needed. Beemuse of the slump in relocation it was not
thought advisable to sehedule a full train at this time.

The housing situation in California is still relocation's
greatest handieap. The strong California tremd continues and sinee
the people cen't find housing there, few are going any where. Until
housing does become available it seems that the best thing to do
to improve the situation is influence the people to make s second
ehoice and 20 some where elese. At the last staff meeting the
appointed ocersonnel were urged to point cut to the evacuees the
desirable features of relocatiomn outeide California. This is also
being stressed in the relocaticm bulletin. Heloeation =nd Welfare
worters, in varticular, have been asked to emphasize thie point of
view.

Plans have been mede for scheduling departures. Adminis-
trative Notice No. 289 wae wrinted in full in Japanese amd English
in the August 14 1sswe of the reloeation bulletim and was Aistributed
tc every family unit. This week a committee composed of ihe
Agsistant Projeet Director in charge of Commuaity Management, the
Aesictant Director in charge of Operatioms, three members of the
Relocation staff, the Welfare head and the Reports Officer, was
appointed to handle scheduling. The Community Msnagement head
wag gelected as chairman. The Committee met for the second time
Friday and tentative plens which had been worked out by the chair-
man were diseussed and approved with miner changes.

The first group of cases recommended for gcheduling will
be selected by Kelocation and Welfare workers during the week
beginning October 8. These cases will be passed on by the Committee
the week of the 15th. The first notices will be delivered October
22 to the scheduled cases telling them to process thelr leave papers
by October 26. If this 1s not done a second motice will be delivered
on the 29th advising them of the specifiec day they will be expected
to leave during the week of Hovember 5. Aetual departure of the
firet scheduled group will be from November 5 to the 10th.
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g Five working days will be allowed for eseh of the five
¢teps in the scheduling process. Bach wesk a new group will be
recommended and processed. It is now nplanned to send out approxi-
mately 400 or 425 peowle each week between Hovember £ and Hoventer
30. ere are now slightly more than 400 welfare people who eamnot
be scheduled at this time and the pepiod December 1 - 15 should
give ue sufficient time to send out those in this group who are
left. The number of peovle who will leave during the four weeks
in November will, of ecourse, devend upon the number who leave
voluntarily before November 5, Our sim 1s to see that every cae
leaves in November who poeeidly can and then use the last two
weeks to relocate the nroblem cases.

The Chairman of the Committee will meet with the Commnity
Council and the Bloek Managers next Monday and Tuesday and will
explain the procddure. It will also be explained inm Japanese and
Englich in the relceation dulletin.

Approvale of “290" cases are coming im a little faster
but many of the aporovals are contincent upon housing.
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. Ineluding five conversions, terminal leaves for the week - %Wo
totaled 73, Except for the previous week when a =pecial train left, s
this is the best week we haw had im a monmth, Fele _{7'15)

As of PFriday night, 93 people had signed up to return teo
the western area in (hs two coaches that will leawe here October 18,
A special coach is also scheduled to leave for Chieage On Qctober 23,
and Z7 people hevwe registered for it. Approvels of "300 cases are.
coming in more rapidly and seven of these cases will leave on the 18th,

The recent announcement that scheduled departures will start
soon has caused no noticeable reaction among Center residents. No comnittees
of leaders have called on the Projeet Director to protest or diseuss the
matters There was little discussion and only a few questi ons when the
announcement was made at the Community Counecil snd Bloek Manager's meetings.

It seems to be generally accepted that the people are going to
have to leave heres The following paragraph was. taken from a summary
of the Council minutes of October lsts .

"Inquiry to Gila and Poston as to closing & part of their

Centers: The Couneil decided to send a letter to each of

these two centers asking them for the description of how Canal Center
and Poston {2 and #3 Centers were closed. Our Center will also

be closed within two months and a half, and it is not a bad

thing to know how those centers have beeon closed."

As was reported last week, we are conducting a planned cam=
paign to influence people to relocate outside California. The appointed
personnel who eome in contact with the evacuses are doing all they can
to encourage thise The Executive Secretary of the Coumeil, who is
probably the most influential liberal leader left in the Center, returned
& short time ago from a prospecting trip in the South, Middle West and Egst.
He is particularly interested in a group of families that have little or ne
resources. Mo is convinced that it is better for most of the people remain=
ing here to relocate outside of California and has prepared for publication
an excellent statement to this effects It will be featured next week in
the relocatien bulletin and will be prénted in Japanese and Englishe. In
the same issue will appesar a statement by the projeet director endorsing
the secretary's viows. For the next few weeks most of the other relocatiem
information will point away from the West Coast. We have no definite in-
dication that our efforts in this respedt are getting results, but it is

1
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_st1l1l too early to tell about thise. At least it seoms to be w
worth tryinge

A spot check of 500 persons showed that 50% wished tee
return to the Los Angeles area, 25% to ¥urth California, and
25% to points outside the state. Relocation and Welfare workers
have selected 480 persons to be recommended for the first scheduled
groups In this group there are 154 people who want to go back te
Los Angeles County, but have no housing theree If they cannot be
scheduled out there will be only 326 potential sohedulees in the
first recommended group. The recommendations will be reviewed by
the scheduling committee next Monday, and the first scheduling
notiee will reach the selected families on October 22, Care will
' be taken so that there will be few, if any, doubtful eases in the
first group seheduled. We do not believe that there will be much
difficulty with this first movements, If the housing situatiom inm
California improves, we do not expeet trouble with the others.



Terminal departures for the week totaled 158, The twe oW,
soaches which left Me(Gehee on the 18th accounted for 108 of these. S \
tmlupmachnmmmmmmmunmnrmﬂ««
Chieago on the 23rd. awf-:; %t

The scheduling committee met Monday to consider cases recommended
for scheduled departure during the week of November 4th, by Relocation
Division and Welfare Sectionfrief sumaries of the facte in each case were
attached %0 the folders by the interviewers. These summaries made possible
rapid consideration of the cases by the committee. An effort was made to
maumnnmnmnmm.mmmm-nm-m-
mended had no particular reason for remaining in the Center. Nost of them
were waiting on housing or on approval of welfare assistance, and many had
set departure dates in October but had not left, only because it was emsier
to stay than it was %o leave, There were a zood many cases where it was
obvious that people were staying here simply because it was cheaper te do
80 than it was to join a son or Husband on the outside., If the head o a
family had not been in the Welfare or Relocation Offices fairly recently,
he was called in for an interview se that all information concerning his
case would be current before a recommendation was made.

About three=fourths otﬂumhm'l.unlimto California
and about one-half of the total population wants to return to the los
Angeles area. The next largest group will go to Chicage and the rest to
points in the Middle West, East and South. :

Ithphmdummmuutmmﬂotmmw

Gouneil with a list by blocks of all those scheduled to leave the center,
80 that he can give this information to the Councilmen or te the Block lanagers.

people will be requested to see that every scheduled family in theiyr

: is expected of them. WNotices of the sched-

uling were prepared the latter part of this week and will be delivered to the
are several parolees in the scheduled

and a
g:{nnmm«uammuuanmmuuom
‘here.

Inumw:lthlr.lymmoﬁtdm conversation with the
Projeet Director, cases were scheduled for departure regardless of whether

had hous The evacuees are being advised that temperary housing
v&ﬂhm’lﬁm natura mmhunmunmmuunu
nature and exact location. Itmu be very and would create a-
better feeling on the part of those leaving if information gould be

}



: At this time it a re that a tely 560 people will leave
Rohwer during the week of ember 4, About 450 of these will be scheduled
and the remainder will be voluntary departures. About 400 of the schedulses
will leave on a special train which has been requested for ,

November €. In addition to the scheduled group it now seems that there
will be somewhere near fifty other people who will be leaving on the train
of their own accord. A special eoach for Chicago and points east and north
has also been scheduled for November 6, Every effort will be made to have
the Center clear of evacuees by December 1, with the exception of a few
cases that have some special reason for remaining here.

i
:

Business is picking up at the Relocation Office., Une of the most
engouraging signs is the increased number of people who are coming in %o
have their leave papers processed before they get scheduling notices. We
do not believe that we will have any cases that will require forcible removal
from the Center.

ailroed equipment for additienal speeial trains to leave here en
November 16th, #id '28xrd will be requested, and anocther train for November

%o be allowed to wait for later trains,

re have been few complaints because of the scheduling program,
seen %o be resigned to the faoct that they must leave the

- worry, still, is housing, This is shown by the following
taken from the Council mimutes of October 15: :
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled 74. A special coach to Chicago Zlu.ce

on the 23rd sccounted for 59 of these. Helocation for the month of October
will reach 360 to 570, This will leave approximately 1810 to 1820 people —==teC

in the Center on the first of November. ?‘-&—,mj

The scheduling program is progressing much better than we expected.
Little or no difficulty is being encountered and the number of non-scheduled
cases leaving the first week in November is much grester than we had hoped
for. 535 people have already processed their papers for departure on the
~special westbound train of November 9th, and 55 have processed for the
Chieago coach of November 6th., Seventy-five others have requested terminal
leave for the same period. :

The first scheduled list was composed of 450 individuals, but before
the first letters of notification could be sent out, 60 of these had signed
to leave. Consequently only 590 persons received the first scheduling
notice. Of this group all but six families had come in by Friday night
and had been processed. We know that at least two of these six families
will request terminal leave next Monday. This leaves only four families,
at the most, who will receive the second scheduling notice setting the
specific departure date. We still do not think there will be any forecible -
removals among the first scheduled group. Neither do we expect any later on.

The cases of 517 people were considered for schodull.ug on Monday,
Ugtober 22, but by Friday night 81 of these had been processed. This

is the group that will leave the week of November 11l. The first letters
of notification will not be sent to them until October:30th.

We are very well pleased with the attitude of Center residents.
We were surprised at the large mumber of people who are leaving voluntarily.
Many of them are accompanying relatives or friends who are being scheduled.
Others are leaving because they are at last convinced that all the Centers
are to close.

A large majority of the people here plan to return to California.
Of the group leaving the week of November 4th, 83% are going back to that
State, as will 84% of those leaving the following week. MNowever, there doss
seem to be some increase in interest in relocation outside the West, and we
are still doing all we can to encourage this. Four families have signed con-
tracts to farm in Southeast Missouri. ., The Chairman of the Relocation Plamning
Commission is having some success in his campaign for relocation in the South
and East., A few people have gone to Florida and eight families who wish to
settle in the East have been sent to the Relocation office by the Chairman.
He expects to take out a substantial group when he leaves here the latter part
of nomh.!‘.
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letters to these,

WEEK ENDINC NOVEMBER 2, 1945

= Relocation for the week totaled 44. The population
f the eenter as of Friday, was 1790, This included 20 on
short term leave, Next week the first scheduled group will
leave the genter, Departures for this period will tetal
approximately 677 people, 3561 o: these will leave by special
West bound train and 70 will go by speeial coach to Chiecago
and other points North an: last. The remainier of the re-
locatees will be scattered througheout the coungry. As
previously reported, the special train will leave on lovember
9, and .the special coach on November 6, 468 people were on
the first scheduled list for next week but before the first
letters of notifiecatlon could be sent out, 64 .f tliese had
already come in and »rocessed their papers for departure.
Consequently, only 404 people reeelved the first scheduling
letters, liost of these began processing immeditely and by
Thursday morning of this week, all i d made arrangements to
leave., All but seven families hal processed by Monday morn-
ing and three of these came in that day. Three others came
in Tuesday and Wed esda; and the last man was processed en
Thursday., When 1t bocume evident th:t three or four family
heais were -eluctant to make their own arrangements for de-
parture, the seeretary of the council arranged for their
Block Councilman or the Block Manager to talk with them and
explain the situation very carefully and emphasize the im-
portance of their cocperation with projeet officlals. This
was effective in every case except in that of the last man
who inslsted for a while that he would not leave until the
November 10 train. The chairman of the council finally
tallked with him personally and the man agreed to start making
arrangements to leave on the 9th as scheduled,

It was not necessary in any case to send out a
second scheduling letter setting a specific date for departure
and we are pleased that we were not required to do this,

The scheduling Committee has completed another list
for departure the week of November 11, Thils list alse total-
ed 468, and befcre the first letters could be sent out, 164
of these had already processed and consequ-ntly, only 304
people received the first scheduling notices. By Friday
night all but seven families in the second group had been pro-

Seneed, i me hese % THLAL LIPS TIAR 4204208 Sogne
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special train lovember 16, and this number will be inereased
by volunteer departures and by "390" cases that will doubt=-
less be approved in time for the 1ndivuals concerned to make
arrangements to leave,

Because of the slow approval of the Welfare cases
it will probably not be possible to have another special
train during the week of November 18, but we expect to have
tw: or three coaches to take all of those who can return to
the West Coast at that time., Present plans call for the de-
parture of the last special train on November 30, and we hope
that the center can be cleared of all evacuees by that date,
It is interesting to note that although no announcement has
been made that present plans call for all evacuees Lo be gone
by December 1, this seems to be understood and accepted by
center residents.,

The eampalgn of the executive secretary of the couneil.
to encourage relocation in eastern states 1s having some effect,
On November 14, a special coach will leave here for points
east with a group of people that he has encouraged to relocate
in that section., The Relocation Division has allowed him to
handle these cases personally and job offers from this area
are sent to him, Those interested talk with him first and
them if they wish to accept one of the offers, lie sends them
to the Relocation office to complete their final plans, This
man has also been responsible for the relocation of several
families in Florida.

A group of 30 peovle will leave here Ly special bus
November 29, to relocate near Cape Giradeau, Missourl, where
they will do vegetable farming, The owner of the land lives
at Osccola, Arkansas, and his interest in evacuee farming
arises from relocation work done with the Wilson plantation
which is near his home,

By the end of the week only 12 mess halls were still
open and three and possible four of these, will close next
week, Satisfaetory progress im being made in declaring sur-
plus property, although the work is somewhat handicapped be-
cause of a shortage of unskilled labor and clerical help.

The cotton picking season is now well under way in this sec-
tion and this makes it difficult te employ unskilled workers
to take the place of the evacuee crews, The receiving agencies
hsve turned back to us for disposal certain types of surplus
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property where the items in one classification were worth
less than $300,00. It has been necessary to place a good
many of these items in our warehouses and this has also
slowed u- the property work., The special crew listing and
appraising fixed assets have been working her- =1l week and
are making goo progress, They expect to complete this work
by the end of next week,

There has been a considerable decrease in the number
of evacuee employees who pick up the freight of the relocatees
and center residents have formed groups of volunteers to assist
in this work. Fven with this help, it will probably bc neces=
sary by the second week in November for members of the appoint-
ed personnel to be detalled to tiis work when a considerable
group of evacuecs leave at one time,

During the month of Oectober bed patientis at the
hospital decreased from 19 to 13. o cases were sent to oute
8ide hospitals,
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, Terminal leaves for the week totaled 681, of
this number, 560 left Friday on the special West bound
train and there were 70 on the Chlcago coach that left
Tuesday. As of Saturday night, the center population
was down to 1,103, %We expect terminal leaves for next
week to reach 575. 409 of these.will return to Califor-
nis by special train whieh will leave November 1¢. This
train will consist of six day coaches and three pullman
cars,

A Goach will leave November 14, for Philadelphia |
and Newark, N. J.,, with 65 passengers. Practicelly all
of these people were rclocated through the efforts of Mr,
i, Narita, excutive secretary of the council, who is salso
chairman of the Relocation Planning Commission. ;

Yie had originally planned to have at least one or
two coaches leave during the week of November 19, but so
many pec le advanced their departure dates inte the irst
two weeks of November 1t will not be necessary to do this,
- By Hovember 24, we expect to have less than 500 here and
the 1last special train on the 30th should take ¢ .re of
these,

There are still no indications that there will be
any forcible removals and we doc not think it will be neces-
sary to send out any seccnd scheduling nolices setiing
specific departure dates,

" We have 160 old,single men in the center who have
been giving us som¢ ¢ ncern becauseeof difficuliy in prdcess-
ing their leave papers, The troubla is not lack of cO-

-operation on their part but the lack of Fnglish and physical
strength to get from one office to the other., Most of these
pecple live in two bloeks an: special notices are belng sent
to the: udvising that all necessary papers will be processed
in the bloc: mess halls on two specified days., This should
elimin:te any chance of the closing date arriving with several
of these people not having mnde the necessary preparations
to leave, and will alsc be muci. more convient for them and
will not cause a great deal of eXyra work for us -
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Y TS As of Saturday night the Center population was 504. The special

train of November 16 carried 450 passengers to the West Coast areas.

Of these, 439 were terminal leaves and 11 were visitors. A total of 112
Center residents left for the North and East by special coach on the l4th.
Some of these went to Chicago and St. Louis, but most of them were going
to New Jersey and Pernsylvania. This is the group that was recruited by
the Executive Secretary of the Community Council. All imnmates of the
hospital and the infirmary (old men's home) left on the train of the 16th.

€here will be no special train or coach next week. We expect the
last train on the 30th to have approximately 425 pass , and the last
evacuee will leave with this group. On November 29th, 59 residents will
relocate to Southeast Missouri. There will be a few scattered departures
between the present date and November 29th.

It has not been necessary to send out any letters setting specific
departure dates. We are confident that it will not be necessary to do so
in the future.

As was reported last week, processing of single, old men will be
carried out in the two blosks where most of them live. Relocation workers
will go to the blocks on the 19th and 20th and the work will be done in
the mess halls,

Termination notices for 29 of the appointed personnel were sent
out November 15th, Thirty days notice was given in each case.
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The last evacuee left here Friday, lovember 30 at
6 pais A group of five lei't at that time. Four of these
went to the East amd Viddlewest and one to Denver.

The last special train left the project the same
afterncon at 4:45 p.m. with 300 passengers ahboard.

Mo difficulties were encountered and loading of pas-
sengers was carried out in record time. AIlLl evacuee ifreight,
checked baggage and express, were picked up before the train
left.

The old, demented hachelor, menticned in last weeks
repart, finally signe! nll leave papers ani offered nc re-

sistance to boarding the train. When the train pulled out he

was in a friendly freme of wdind.

It was not necessary to send oul any of the s cond
scheduling letters.



Rohwer Relocation Center
MeGehee, Arkansas

&& ' 2 December li, 1945

e Wr. Dillion S. Myer

% Director, War Helocation Authority
Harr Building

Rrtddii® 910 - 17th Street, N. W.
%- Washington 25, D. C.

%@M Attention: Mr. M. M. Tozier, Chief, Reports Uivision

n. Deetle Dear lir. Myers

B You will find attached the weekly coument by the
Project Director for the week ending Degember 8, Since
’,Lf,@/,u/ 77§, all evacuees are gone and since all Project operations:

_ - e are now of a routine nature, this will be the last regular
weekly report uniess we are advised to the contrary. How-
M ever, any unusual developments will be prouptly reported.

Sincerely,

Ray U. Johnston
Project Director



WEEKLY REPORT
ROHWER RELOCATION CENTER
DECEMUER 8, 1945

The last special train that left here on November 30,
reasched the West Coast in ynod order and unleoaded with a minimum
of trouble and confusion. The WRA Representative who &cecompanied
it, hed made two other such trips and reported that this last one
was the most plsasant of all, in epite of the fact that there were
many old and sick passengers.

The declaration and sale of property is making satisfactory
progress. Hospital supplies and equipment are now being listed.
Drugs and small instrumonts have been declared and packed and are
ready for shipment to the RFC warehouse in F't. Worth, Texzs. This
week 32 trucks, 4 tractors, and 1 fire engine were declored. The
auto parts are being inventoried and about one-third of the parts
have been listod. This work should be completed in approximately
ten more days. Plusbing supplies are being listed for declaration
and all laundry equipmoent will be eclared nexi week. Two KHFC
Representstives have spent all their time here for several weeks
and three more ere due to arrive next week. 7The declaration of all
project property is approximately one-half complete and w are con-
fident that the remainder will be listed, declared and stored by
¥ebruary 1. This work has been samewhat delayed by the fact that
for the last week or two before the evacuees left, wany of the property
section employees were engaged in picking up and loading freight and
baggage and were not working with property.

An orderly reduction in appointed persomnel is bein; mede.
25 workers will be terminated December 15, arnd 25 more will leave
by December 31. At that time there will be only 72 allocated ewploy-

ges on the project payroll. There will probably be very few admini- .

strative workers here by Vebuuary 1.

January 1, is the deadline for all final reports anmd it is
believed that this time limit will be met. Several of the reports
will be completed by Uecewber 15. ILack of stenographie help is the
chief handicap in this work.



