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The captain and two enlisted men of the Army Interviewing 
Team remained at the center during the week checking record s 
and doing the necessary paper work in connection with the 
army interviews. The captain left Saturday to return to the 
west coasts but the enlisted men remained here. Major Englis h 
and Major -organ are expected to return for a few scattered in -
terviews. 

The Project Director lias received from the Army team a li st 
of 26 individuals who have been interviewed and placed on the 
cleared list, but we have no information concerning the numb er 
of people who were given exclusion notices or notices that their 
cases are still pending. The Project Director has been ad vised 
that a complete exclusion and segregation list will be fur nished 
the Washington office by January 20 and it is supposed tha t this 
list, insofar as it concerns residents of this center, wi ll be 
•forwarded here. It is important that we receive this list as 
soon as possible so that it can be easily determined who is e ligi-
ble to leave the center. 

There is a great deal of interest in relocation in general 
but there is a lack of interest  jLn1  r e t u r n f c , California. The 
Relocation O f f p e o p l e who areTnTerest'ed in 
settling in other parts of the country. Most of these people, 
however, do not have specific plans as to where they want to  go 
or what they want to do but there is a great demand for infor ma-
tion on relocation in general. On the other hand, the Commu nity 
Analyst is of the opinion that there is a substantial group of 
people here who have no relocation plans and who state tha t they 
have no intention of leaving the center unless they are for ced 
to do so. 

In the latter part of the week there has been a wide spread 
rumor among the evacuees that five men from Gila River Cen ter 
were beaten or stabbed in Los Angeles. This rumor reached su ch 
proportions that the Project Director has wired Mr. Cuzzen s for 
a confirmations? denial. Many people here are of the opinion 
that the story^started in a deliberate attempt to discou rage re-
location on tKè west coast. 

The Joint Advisory Committee met this week and it is inter est-
ing to note that practically all questions raised by the evac uee 
members of the committee concerned relocation and practica lly none 
concerned new WRA procedure. The old questions of housing , em-
ployment and community acceptance were the ones that were di scussed 

tòt SSif ¿here was apparently little interest in changes in 
WRA policies resulting frbm the opening of the west coast. Ho wever 
we believe that more questions on procedure will arise as so on as 
more time has been allowed for the study of Manual Release l 580 
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Since January 2 there has been a considerable number of vis-
itors arriving without permits from Relocation Field Offi ces. 
These people were sent to the Relocation Office for intervie ws 
and all have been admitted for a limited time,  \  e believe that 
there will be a great many more of these visitors ana that they 
may become quite a problem. Evacuee residents have been in structed 
through the project paper to notify relatives and friends on the 
outside that visitors should have approval of visits in a avance b 

Two representatives of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service arrived to check on cases of illegal entry. They bro ught 
with them a list of 26 persons to be interviewed. They are now 
checking our records and will send a list of doubtful pers ons to 
their New Orleans office for further checking and from there  those 
that are still doubtful will be sent to Philadelphia for a ddition-
al investigation. Cases that are still considered doubtful will 
be referred back to the project for interviews by the Immigra tion 
and Naturalization men here. These representatives have stated 
that they estimate there will be approximately l5o to 175  people 
who will be interviewed. 

Mr. Edward B. Marks of Washington Office arrived at the ce nter 
Monday to assist in interpreting new procedure and to repo rt to 
the Director developments arising from the lifting of the ma ss ex-
clusion order. 

Relocation Field Offices 
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One family returned to California this week and it is 
believed that ¿5 individuals will have left for the west co ast 
by the ¿3rd of this month. Fifty-five have left the cents r 
on Indefinite ^ave- since January 1. The relocation ffice is 
crowded to capacity with evacuees coming in for interviews, 
for general informtion and to nakt fanDy plans for reloca tion* 
tinea" become cgnvinc edJ^&jLjic transportation and sub-
sistence j j^^TTITI '  'So'  s£3e uhle  s .¿there  is an approved family 
plan, th4renas been a great increase in interest in having 
these plana perfected* ~ost of those who come to discuss their 
plans &o not intent* to relocate immediately but it is a good 
indication that they expect to loave the center eventually . 
The relocation program officer has recently had an inquiry 
from a large far» operator at ¿tockton, California, who has 
land una houses to take care of 100 families. The offer.is 
being considered by evacuee leaders and they are now awa iting 
«ore detailed information concerning it. It is believed tha t 
the visit of the relocation program officer and five evacue e 
leaders to the ¿few  Or leans  ar^a was well worth while. ¿aoag 
the evacuees was the chairman of the council, who is also 
chairman of the hesettlewent Planning Commission, th<a ch air-
man of the block managers, one of the evacuee farm super-
visors ana i&r.  koh  ¿«urai, an agriculturist of wide reputa-
tion among, the people of Japanese descant. The group w as 
particularly pleased with the soil, climate, and the attit ude 
of Mew Orleans people. i~r.  ,  ui-ai and the farm foreman are 
planning a return trip to that area within a few weeks for a 
stay of a week or two in order to obtain more detailed infor -
mation ana, if possible, to sake definite arrangements for 
resettlement of several farmers there. 

Except for one clerk-stenographer, the appointed staff 
of the relocation division will be complete by January 16. It 
seeiae likely that there will be a radical increase in reloca -
tion as scon as school is out and plans are now being rrade t o 
use soiae of the teaching staff as temporary employees of the 
1 e location hi vision as soon as they ¿j&ve been release d from 
their school duties at the end of ti e present term. 

,*s might be expect«*, various kin.ua of rumors are cir-
culating through the center tending to discourage reloca tion. 
i  & was mentioned last week, one concerned the alleged beati ng 
of evacuees in Los **ngeles. fcr. Cogens 1 vigorous denial of 
this was minted in the project paper ana since that tls» we 
have not heard a great a^al on this subject. Another rumor 
is that all evacuees must have a permit if they move more 
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than five miles froa the original point of resettlement on t he 
coast. Xhis evidently aro** from the r strlotions that 

f H Ì ^ ^ Ì *  t 0  ¿till another  r j«cr is that txial-in-
dgfiaJAs «ili lMtajttó within « Short 
TSBS a tendency to make evacuees „ait for this rather than a ake 

T h e P'oblam of reloc.Uo, ™ o r 
famixies in which the husband or son, who normally woul d »«t 
a. heaa of the faully, is in the » E ^ T S S u ^ l U i * -
portano, was emphasized b, one of  tZ'  evacuees «ho wis lnd!ct^ 

ÌZ tL l l X I  r e c ? n t ^ "turned to t L ^ * 
ported that he had been  e iven a furlough by hi» coamandiL of-
ficer to talk to the evacuees here in an attes.pt t H i s c ^ e r 
how serious this problem really is.  A  typical exaL l , H I 

c S U J e m v ? '  r < v r » ™ « S S i s " 
California his asierMuU.-.jd_LL ceatelied and he will h» 
into the araqr bifora his faaily c a l u i ^s t^b l i sh ldonth ! 
west coast. If Selective Service would establish » , 
postponement in cases of this klnd it .ouid be of  trill ILllt 

seeas t h J ^ h i v ^ ^vlewlnglea« »till here but it now 

s g 
able proaptness. he h a v T L inr nÌ«2?iì he W 0 f t  ? 0 ®s t w i t h  reason-
received these ór t L s l * r ^ ? f n " P e o P l e 

officials cartell w L !s to» to ° nli ' 
ed list provided by the arm?  C ®K t e r i s  the clear-
* « error, in t h i f i m / S e £ * T *  tfc b e  » 

BKL5S S i i - - K - « STMÌŜ/ 

in this ^ A ^ ^ T Ì ^ ù S i T ^ ^ • « « • 
outside labor if t h l a h . L » » I ^ i re i>*ration hiring 
t U qualifications of Ì S t o L K ^ Ì operating the prÌjfct. 
which one. au^ht b . o u S l f l S i ì l ^  C h 9 ° * e d t 0 d «te™ine 
tion after the « too l , c l o« th^i s j ^ ^ '  l n  ° 6 U t e r  ^ in l s t ra -

of the officiala  S eJ* f t e d  " 
at Blue mountain, ¿lallsslp^l! mountain College 
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At  a  general ataff «eating of tha appoint«* personnel the P U^fa 
Co-ordinator urged that all m k employe«« baa  one  familiar with n m  u 

procedure issued after tha west ooast was opened.  He  suggested that 
all the appointed personnel make up an information kit on t his sub-
ject. He further emphasized the faot that relocation is n ot  a  Job 
for the Relocation Division alone but  is  a  job in whioh all  m 
employees must  give  assistance.  The group was warned against specu-
lation or  guessing  in answering the  questions  of the evacuees and 
the importance of sending an evaouee to the proper person t o obtain 
information was pointed out. At  the same  meeting the Project Direc-
tor announced that the Community Analyst had been designa ted to in-
vestigate and run down all rumors. The analyst 's first  activity in 
this connection was to trace the source of widespread misinf ormation 
concerning transportation and assistance grants. He is no w investi-
gating  a  report that  a  Federal I ^ L B a n k association in California 
has passed  a  resolution denying ass J0tance to all persons of Japan-
ese descent. 

•Etta Co-ordinator. tha Superintendent of Mucation. the 
Chief of Commnity Activities and the Reports Offioer hel d a  con-
ference with reference to the showing of  a<y 

^ o ^ ^ s ^ w ^ r ^ ^ t i i a 1 project 
will be divided Into four dlstrlota and the films will be sho wn 
one night in eaoh district. It 1 B planned to use the me., halls 
f(>r this ourpose. Th. films are to b. selected by  a  oonnittee 
of evacuees and the Community Activities Section will be re sponsi-
ble for showing then. 

one individual and three families returned to California 
during the week. The families totaled eleven persons. All of 
these  people are farmers  and  all were  Riven  terminal leave.  Re-
location offlolals are of the opinion that they will  be  good ad-
vane, representative. for the return of  a  larger ««up to the 
west coast. Thirteen other Individuals were given teaalna l leave 
for relocation In the  mlddl.  west. One hundred t h W ' J ^ j - ^ l 
interview, were conduct«! during the week and approximate lv ninety 
follow-up interviews w.rt h.ld. As of January IS, ^ ^ ¿ ^ « T o f 
M i s had b w a ¿-rented terminal leave sloe. January  1  and tttJLrtoen of 
this ̂ r S e S e d to California.  A U  visitors who come^i the cen-
ter without permits from R.location officials are *o the_ ielo-

-ffi. g-CSSi Be\3W ifla'tftfts.'iii-
stltute a fajo* problem. 

The two Imlgratlon and Naturalization Service men are co n-
tinuing thelfc work hei-a but it is believed that they wil l leave by 

 ̂A pi  J 
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the end of next week. They have reported that there are n ine de-
portees in the center, and there are ten additional d©ubt ful cases 
of which at least three will probably be/added,to the depor tee 

£ r o u p -  K \ 
It is difficult to get any defiikte mixtion, about the 

status of the work of the Army Team, ItXwas 1fyd*ght their 
work here would be completed by the end of the week it now ap-
pears that it may continue for several more week ,̂\'vit is ou r under-
standing that no decisions from the west coast have been re ceived 
in at least thirty of the cases interviewed by the Army Team . There 
also seems to be a substantial number of errors in the Army r ecords 
which are nov.? being corrected. 

The Relocation Division has taken over another whole barra ck 
building that has been remodeled to make offices. The Eva cuee Prop-
erty Officer lrias also moved into this same building. The Ev acuee 
Relocation Planning Commission has been provided offic e space adjoin-
ing the Relocation Library in one of the Relocation Barrac ks. The 
Commission met during the week but the chief business condu cted was 
a discussion of a program for the proposed all center confe rence on 
relocation and other evacuee problems. 

Dr. A. Pressman, Chief Medical Officer, War Relocation 
Authority, Washington, 5. C., visited the center and hel d confer-
ences with the officials of the Hospital, Welfare Section  and Re-
location Division. Mr. E. E. Reed, head of Agriculture Secti on, 
War Relocation Authority, Washington, D. C., also visited the cen-
ter during the week to discuss plans for the liquidation of t he 
Agriculture Division. All agriculture equipment and suppl ies at 
the center are being cataloged and a substantial portion h as al-
ready been declared surplus. 

Ninety-nine high school graduates received their diplomas 
Friday night. The graduating address was made by Dr. R. c/Dai ly, 
head of the History Department of Ouchita College, firkadelphia, 
Arkansas. The Baccalaureate service was held Sunday night, Jan-
uary  14, and the chief address was by Dr. James Bradley, Minister 
of the Presbyterian Church, McGehee, Arkansas. 
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Forty-four people were granted terminal leave dur-

ing the  week  and thirteen of these returned to California, 

The California group was composed of three complete fam-

ilies and one individual. Up to Saturday, January 27, 

one hundred-twenty-seven terminal leaves were granted 

this month and twenty-six of these people returned to 

California. One hundred-twenty-nine initial interviews 
s 

were conducted by the Relocation Division during the week. 

On January 22, five center residents reported for 

pre-induction examinations and on January 23, thirteen 

reported for induction. 

Thirty-seven persons at this center are on the 

Army Segregation List and between sixty and sixty-five 

are on the Excludee List.  Ve  have received definite 

instructions from the Army that thirty-four of the  Ex-

clude es are to be permitted to leave the center. Ye 

hope to receive instructions concerning the remainder of 

this group within a short time. The Army Interviewing 

Team and the representatives of the Immigration and 

Naturalization Service are still here. It seems that 

most of their work is completed and they are apparently 

awaiting new instructions. 

There has been a decided decrease recently in the 

number of rumors. In fact, no new ones were reported 
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during the week. Information concerning the situation 

on the west coast has started coming in from Mr, Cozzens 1 

office and we believe that this will be helpful in advising 

the people of the true situation there. Mr. Cozzens 1 re-

ports on real and fictitious incidents on the west coast 

are given full publicity in the center paper and we are 

of the opinion that this has had a wholesome influence on 

the evacuees. Even when reports of violence are verified 

we are confident that the true reports help down exaggerated 

stories. 

Several evacuees left for New Orleans this week 

to obtain more information about that area. We believe 

the New Orleans district has real relocation possibilities . 

It seems that some of the evacuees are also of this opinion. 

The chief tract of farm land, amounting to 6l6 acres, 

which has been leased by the project for growing vegetab les 

and other crops has been sub-leased to a nearby farm opera tor 

for $5,050.00, The project is to pay the owner slightly 

more than .¿4,000.00 for the use of this land. The differen ce 

between this amount and the $5,050.00 which the WBA will re -

ceive is accounted for by improvements and growing crops. 

With this deal completed there remains only a small plot of 

a few acres to be subleased sometime in the future. 
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There has been considerable discussion among the evac-

uees in general and among members of the Community Council 

and the Relocation Planning Commission in particular con-

cerning the proposed all-center conference which is tenta-

tively scheduled to be held at Salt Lake City or Lenver. 

The Council or the Planning Commission has received fr om 

the Topaz Center two propositions to be discussed at the 

conferences One of these is based on the assumption that 

it is impossible for the efacuees to leave ^he until 

the war is over. The other is based on the assumption that 

the evacuees can relocate if they receive enough aid from 

the government« These suggestions were discussed in block 

meetings in most of the blocks. There aoes not seem to be 

a uniformity of opinion among the evacuees on these prop-

ositions and we do not believe there is any organized move -

ment to keep the people from leaving the center. On the 

other hand, they seem to be more in a bargaining frame of 

mind. 
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GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR 

The most important event of the week was Mr. 

visit. He arrived late Monday night and left early Thurs day 

morning. The following schedule was followed during his tw o 

day visit: 

S^esa^E 

8800 AM -

9130 AM -

lOlOO AM -

2100 PM -

3130 PM -

7:45 PM -

Wednesday 

8130 AM -

9l00 AM -

10:00 AM -

It15 PM -

Conference with Mr. Johnston, Project 

Director 

Interview with English and Japanese 

editors of the center paper, The Outpost 

Conference with appointed personnel mem-

bers of the Co-ordinator's committee 

Interview with the editor of the McGehee 

paper, who also represented the Arkansas 

Addressed a joint meeting of the Block 

Managers and Community Council 

Addressed a staff meeting of the appointed 

personnel 

Addressed High School students 

Met with Evacuee Relocation Planning Com-

mission 

Attended a joint conference of Welfare and 

Relocation Division employees 

Conference with Mr. Soh Murai on relocation 
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possibilities in the New Orleans area 

I 13O PM - Interviewed the chairman of the Japanese 

Nationals Committee for dealing with the 

Spanish Consul, and another Issei leader 

concerning a cooperative colonization 

plan 

2*15 PM - Conferred with a representative group of 

leading Nisei 

3t30 PM - Made a short inspection trip over the 

project 

713O PM - Addressed a ma as  meeting of more than 

1200 representative evacuees in the 

center auditorium. 

We are confident that Mr. layer»s visit was very beneficial 

in several respects. All reports indicate that the vast majo r-

ity of the evacuees are convinced of Mr. Myer's sincerity an d 

believe that he honestly has their interests at heart. H is 

statements also did much to convince the evacuees that the pro-

ject was really going to close at the end of the year. An ef-

fort was made to see that those who heard Mr. Myer's speech a t 

the auditorium were representatives of families and had su fficient 

knowledge of English to understand his address. 

The head of Community Activities, the Co-ordlnator, the 

Superintendent of Education and the Reports Officer have wo rked 

out a plan for showing educational films four times each wee k 

at this center. The films will be selected by an evacuee com-

mittee with the idea of preparing the people for life outs ide 
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the center. The first showing is scheduled for next week. 

The Community Activities Section is to be responsible for 

showing these films and is taking the lead in this matter. 

The Project Director requested in a general staff 

meeting that all section and division heads start collect ing 

material for the final project report. 

Seventy-five display photographs 12"xl4", shewing out-

side activities of evacuees who have relocated from this c en-

ter, have been posted in selected locations throughout th is 

center. The pictures and captions were first mounted on 

cloth panels so that they make an attractive display and c an 

be moved easily from place to place. Each panel is composed 

of four pictures. 

The two representatives of the Immigration and Naturali-

zation Service have completed their work here and left the l at-

ter part of the week. The Army Team is still at the center 

but is apparently marking time. Information has been recei ved 

that a review board of higher army officers will come to th e 

project within a short time and preparations are being ma de 

for their arrival, but no specific date for their coming h as 

been announced. 

For a time there was some difficulty over the fact that 

evacuees on indefinite leave who were visiting at the center 

were not always on the cleared"list. These persons were not i-

fied by the Army Team to remain here until they had been inter-

viewed and their status had been determined. At one time the 

Army Team requested that we hold these people until they cou ld 
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be Interviewed and a final decision made concerning them, 

tse were unwilling to assume this responsibility and it 

was finally agreed that the Army Team would interview 

the visitors at once and if the Army representatives could 

not make a decision in the case iramedjjiiiy- tkey would be 

permitted to leave the project and notice of their status 

would be mailed to them at some later date. 

Thirty-four people left on terminal leave during the 

week. This group was made up of fourteen individuals and f ive 

familiesj totalling twenty members. Only one individual re -

turned to California. 
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During the  week 42  terminal leaves were issued and 9 of 

the recipients returned to California. Thirteen short ter m leaves 

for the purpose of investigating relocation possibilities were 

granted. 12 families have completed their plans for retur ning 

to California and their departure is only a matter of time . 72 

other families 

are in the process of having their plans made for 

return there but some specific obstacle is preventing thei r im-

mediate return. An example in this group would be a family  wait-

ing for their home to be vacated. It is estimated that there i s 

a third group of approximately 75 additional families who ha ve 

sincere and definite intentions of returning to the West c oast 

but will not leave for four or five months. 138 initial 

relocation interviews were given by the Re-

location Division and in addition to these there  were 111  follow-

up interviews. Relocation officials have pointed out that figures 

alone on the number of people receiving terminal leave do n ot 

give a true picture of the relocation situation because in ma ny 

cases an individual leaves the center for good but his fami ly 

stays here and waits until he has made the necessary arrang ements 

in his new location. The family will inevitably follow him and 

there is no doubt about this. However, the records show that 

only one person has relocated but in reality the l̂ ar Reloc ation 

Authority has practically been relieved of the responsibi lity for 

a whole family. All that remains to be done is for the remain der 

of the family to go through with the mechanics of leaving the 
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project. So, where the records say show that 10 individual s re. 

located during a certain week, it is highly possible that  40 oth-

ers, who make up the families these individuals represent , will 

leave the center within a short time. In short, if the head of 

the family accepts terminal leave it is practically the sa me as 

a whole family relocating. 

The three evacuee delegates to the Salt Lake City Inter-

Center Conference are scheduled to leave Monday, February 12. 

These delegates are all Japanese citizens ami  one  is the chair-

man of both the Council and the Resettlement Planning Com mission. 

Another is chairman of the Block Managers and the third is t he 

secretary of the local Bed Cross chapter. They were selected 

at a joint meeting of the Block Managers, the Community Coun cil 

and the Resettlement Planning Commission. Practically al l mem-

bers of these groups are Issel and there is some dissatisfac tion 

among the more progressive Nisei because their group is not 

represented. They complain that they had little or no choic e 

in the selection of these delegates because there are pra ctically 

no Nisei members In the selecting groups. The Center Co-o p was 

requested to pay the expenses of delegates but it does not se em 

that the Co-op officials will agree to this and the present plan 

is for the Co-op to advance the money and then have the expense 

fund made up in the blocks by public subscription. Apparent ly 

in an effort to determine the attitude of the center resi dents 

conceiting relocation, the Council is conducting in each bl ock a 

survey on relocation. Every adult member of each family uni t 
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has been given a  questionnaire  which  asks  whether the individual 

is going to relocate and, if so, when.  If  he has no relocation 

plans, he is requested to check one or more of eight or nin e 

reasons which are listed on the questionnaire. This surve y is 

supposed to give the delegates to the Salt Lake Conferenc e speci-

fic reasons for proposals that may be made at the meeting . 

The following paragraph is taken from the minutes of 

the Council meeting of February 5i 

"The Chair explained how to fill the questionnaire 

and asked to each member of the Council to make it 

clear to the block people that this census is taken 

for the purpose of securing the nuaber of residents 

who can relocate under the present policy and as-

sistance of W.H.A., and those who can not and why 

can not. It is very obvious that more than half 

of the residents can not. The commission wants to 

be sure of the reasons in order to n&gotlate fur-

ther with W.B.A. or other authorities." 

Except  for one of the enlisted personnel, the Army in-

terviewing team has left the center and we are now awaiting the 

arrival of the  Army  reviewing team, but no date for their coming 

has yet been announced.  We hope that they will arrive within a 

short time because there are several families here who wou ld re-

turn to California except for older sons who are excludee s and 

several of these persons wish to appeal their cases. 
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The speech that Mr. Myer made at a mass meeting of evacue es 

when he was here recently has been printed in both Japanese a nd 

English as part of the center paper and has been distributed to 

each family unit. There seems to be considerable interest am ong 

the evacuees in Mr. layer's address and we believe that it w ill 

be helpful for them to have copies for study and reference. 

This week 33 members of the appointed personnel completed 

a course of job instruction that is part of a Supervision Im prove-

ment Program which is sponsored by the United States Civil Service 

Commission. Two additional classes of twelve each are sch eduled 

for next week. Instructors for the course are the Personnel D i-

rector and the Personnel Technician who were called to St. L ouis 

in December for training and were certified as the Civil Ser vice 

Commission instructors. All who successfully complete th is 

course are given a certificate to this effect and a copy of it 

is forwarded to Civil Service headquarters in St. Louis wh ere it 

is added to the Individual's record. A copy is also placed i n 

the individual's personnel folder here. Those who took the c ourse 

were interested in the work and we believe that it will be  of ma-

terial benefit to them. 

It seems that a rather serious personnel problem is coming 

up with reference to the hospital. The only laboratory techn ician 

now employed has requested a transfer and one of the five nur ses 

employed has made a similar request. Another nurse is expect ed to 

apply for transfer within a short time. The Chief Medical O fficer, 

who is the only doctor on the appointed personnel staff, p lans to 
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leave about the middle of March. If these people carry out 

their intentions of leaving, the hospital will be extremel y 

short of workers and the situation will become critical unl ess 

others are found fcamediately to take their places. 
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GENERAL COMMENT BY PROJECT DIRECTOR 

During the week ending February 17, 41 terminal leaves 
were issued. Of this number 9 were for return to California. 
Initial Relocation interviews for the week totaled 126 an d fol-
low-up interviews, 131. An effort is being made by the Reloc a-
tion Division to complete all initial interviews by March 1 5, 
and if the present schedule is maintained this will be done « 
Lack of hostels or other places of temporary residence seem s 
to be one of the greatest handicaps to returning to the W est 
coast. 

Mr. Koh ¿iurai and another evacuee have obtained an op-
tion to buy 1,000 acres of fertile farm land in the New Orle ans 
area. This is part of a 7,000 acre tract, the rest of which 
the owner is willing to sell if additional people are inter est-
ed. The price is $100.00 per acre, with a down payment of 10^ 
and with the remainder to be paid at the rate of 10$ each year. 
Mr. Mural's plan is to sell from 20 to 40 acres to each evac uee 
family, and they in turn will be expected to make a 10$ down 
payment. He hopes to get some 20 to 50 families to buy the 
land under option. The whole deal depends on the questio n of 
whether enough families can be found who have the necessary 
money and who wish to buy the land. We are awaiting the out-
come with considerable interest and hope. 

The Welfare Section has prepared and sent to other states 
four welfare cases for approval by local welfare offices. Only 
one of these went to California, and three were sent to the Mi d-
dle V7est. 

Satisfactory progress is being made in the declaration of 
surplus property. Most of it formerly belonged to the Agr icul-
ture Division. Mr. C. H. Powers, of the Operations Division , 
Washington office, spent several days here this week and express-
ed satisfaction with the way surplus property declaratio ns were 
being handle^* 

Arrangements were made by the Chief of Internal Security 
for a veterinarian to come to the project Friday morning,  so 
that the appointed personnel and the evacuee could have cats ^ 
and dogs vaccinated for rabies. All such pets must wear a tag 
showing that they have been vaccinated, and it has been announced 
that all without tags will be picked up and destroyed after a 
reasonable lapse of time. 

A difficult situation is developing at the hospital be-
cause of the impending transfers of appointed personnel wh ich 
we mentioned last week. No information has been received c on-
cerning replacements for these people, and the situation i s 
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causing considerable concern, 

A representative of the Internal Revenue Department spent 
two days here assisting residents in making out income tax r eturns. 
The Project Attorney will continue to give advice on incom e tax 
questions until the March 15 deadline. 

In spite of the fact that Mr. Myer, the Project Director, 
and the Superintendent of Schools have all stated definite ly that 
the High School and the Elementary Schools would close at th e end 
of the present term, there are still numerous indications that 
center residents doubt that the schools will actually close . As 
soon as the present school term is ended, it is planned t o pick 
up most of the school equipment and declare it surplus. / hen 
this has been done, we believe it will finally convince most of 
the people that there will be no school next fall. 

The educational motion pictures which are being shown by 
the Community Activities Section are proving to be very pop ular, 
and the nightly showings are being increased from four to f ive 
each week. 

The three delegates to the Inter-Center Conference at 
Salt Lake City left Monday night. The survey, which was spon -
sored by the Resettlement Planning Commission and the Commu nity 
Council in an alleged effort to determine what evacuee se nti— 
ment was toward relocation, has been completed.  4,262 people 
filled out the questionnaires. Of this number 412 said th ey 
planned to return to the West coast area under present  '  RA pro-
cedure,  288 stated that they planned to relocate outside the West 
coast area under the present plan, 3*194 said that they wer e unable 
to make plans for relocation at the present time, and 244 an swered 
that they were undecided on this question. Answers of the rem ain-
ing 124 persons were not clear enough to tabulate. Various r easons 
were checked for inability to relocate, but those indicat ed most 
frequently were: financial disabilities - 2,821, housi ng difficul-
ties - 2,536, no security of life and property - 2,402, diff iculty 
in establishing business or trade - 2,059. Those filling o ut the 
questionnaires were asked to check one or more of eight re asons, 
if they said they were not planning relocation at this time. 

Since most of the project farm land has been sub-leased, 
a large reduction in farm employees is planned. All of the 
women workers have already terminated and many of the others 
will be transferred to wood cutting and ground maintenan ce crews. 

The arrival of approximately 75 Nisei soldiers from Ft. 
Snelling, Minnesota, is expected the first of next week. Th ey 
have been granted special seven day furloughs in order to discuss 
resettleaent plans with their families here. The center U .S.O. 
is planning entertainment for these men. 
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During the week 6l terminal leaves were issued, 
and 16 df these were for return to California. 13 re-
location short term leaves were granted. During this 
period 116 initial interviews and 110 follow-up inter-
views were held. The Relocation Division is maintain-
ing its interviewing schedule, and this work should be 
completed in approximately two more weeks. As of Satur-
day night, 152 terminal leaves have been issued for Feb-
ruary as compared to  150 for January. There will be a 
goodi many more terminals during the few remaining days 
in February, and this month will show a substantial in-
crease over January in spite of the fact it is of less 
than average length. Arrangements have been made with 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad for a special car for Cal-
XIornia relocatees to leave here March  23. At least 50 
persons should be obtained for the special coach, but, 

1 9 h a v e  ^dicated that they wish to return 
to California at this time and in this manner. We still 
hope that enough people will be interested to justify 
this arrangement. On Monday approximately  70 Nisei sol-
diers arrived from Fort Snelling, Minnesota, to discuss 
relocation plans with their families. The Relocation 
Division set aside one day during the week on which only 
these men would be interviewed. Written invitations for 
Interviews were sent to each visiting soldier or his fam-
ily. The result was somewhat disappointing. Only 15 men 
came in to discuss relocation, and many of these did not 
come to make relocation plans, but merely to complain 
about the closing of the center or about some other new 
procedure of which they did not approve. 

The McGehee Times, which is a weekly paper, is 
planning a special Service Men's Edition that will come 
out about the middle of March. It will carry the names, 
and, in many cases, pictures of Desha County residents 
who are serving in the armed forces. We are working with 
the editor of the paper and several of the leading evacuee s 
for the inclusion of Nisei soldiers in this special issue, 
wood progress is being made, and we believe that two full 
pages will be devoted to soldiers from this center. Be-
cause of limitations on paper, only a few photographs 
will be used, but the full honor roll of the center will 
be shown. 
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The older and more progressive Nisei here are spon-
soring a three day conference, to be held March 2, 3 and 4. 
Its purpose is to stimulate thinking and action on post-cent er 
problems that will confront the Nisei. The following perso ns 
outside the center have been invited to participate, and 
have accepted; Sherwood Eddy, representing the Y.I .C.A. J 
Bill Hosokawa, newspaper man with the Pes Moines Register; 
and James Sugioka, field worker for the Committee on War 
Services of Desciples of Christ. No attempt has been made 
to obtain the attendance of evacuees from other centers, 
but the best of the Nisei here are taking part. One of 
the underlying motives for the conference is dissatisfac tion 
among the progressive Nisei over the fact that many of them 
feel that the Issei leaders here do not consider, as they 
should, the opinions and the thinking of the Nisei group. 
For example, there was some resentment on the part of the 
Nisei because one of them was not selected to attend the 
Salt Lake City Conference. We do not believe that this 
movement is likely to cause conflict between the two gro ups 
here, and we think that it is a wholesome thing for the 
Nisei to have an opportunity to present their views and 
opinions. 

Current information concerning ex-patriates and re-
patriates is being obtained with the assistance of the com-
mittee which represents Japanese nationals. 

The Project Steward has been advised by the Quarter-
master Market Center that they will not be able to furnish 
the project with meat of any kind during the month oi Marc h, 
and that meat supplies will be very short for several months 
thereafter. Hogs are being purchased to meet the shortage 
and a carload of fish has been ordered from the  !  est coast. 
The situation was explained to the evacuee food committee 
and they appear to understand that we are doing all we can 
to obtain meat under difficult circumstances. 

In the last month or two there have been two fij«» 
in evacuee quarters which started from clothing being hung 
too near stoves. Both fires were extinguished with small 
loss, but the Fire Department is making  an inspection or 
each unit to see that clothes lines or  r a c k s have not been 
constructed too near stoves, and center 
warned several times through the center paper to disconti nue 
this practice. 

Sgt. Ted Tanouye, whose parents live at this center, 
has been awarded posthumously the Distinguished Service Cross, 
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the nation's second highest honor. The story was handled 
well by the local papers. 

The Education Section has received an outline for 
its final report, and assignments for writing its differen t 
sections have already been made. The information will be 
brought up to date as far as possible, and the report will 
be completed at the close of the school year. 

Center contributions to the Infantile Paralysis Fund 
totaled $576.80. Outside residents of the county contribu-
ted $1166.00, and we feel that our contribution makes a fav or-
able comparison. The Desha County quota received credit fo r 
center contributions* 
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The older Nisei of the center held a three day con-
ference over the week end for the purpose of stimulating 
thinking and action on the various problems confronting 
them. The theme of the conference wasi "Nisei Action Today 
and Tomorrow." Three outside speakers were invited to at -
tend the session and to speak to and meet with the Nisei, 
These speakers weret Bill Hosokawa, Nisei newspaperman 
now on the staff of the Des Moines Register; James Sugioka, 
field worker for the Committee on War Services of Disciples 
of Christ; and Sherwood Eddy, well known traveler, auth or 
and lecturer. 

The conference opened Friday afternoon with regis-
tration, at which time approximately 140 persons regist ered. 
At the opening assembly, Mr. Sugioka, who had just returned 
from a trip to California, spoke of his experiences gained 
on this trip. He expressed the opinion that the West coast 
was not a particularly desirable relocation area, as co m-
pared to other parts of the country, and he pointed out the 
advantages and disadvantages of the different sections . At 
the evening session, an all-Nisei symposium was presented 
on the topic, "We look at Resettlement." Three center Nisei 
and Mr. Sugioka were the speakers. Saturday morning was de -
voted to discussion groups which were divided into three 
separate fields; namely, political action, economic acti on, 
and social action. The original intention was to have 
each group meet separately throughout the entire day. 
However, due to the fact that attendance was hindered by 
rain, the groups were not divided into three separate 
fields, but discussed each field in turn. After the gen-
eral discussion group, a rouad table panel was held, at 
which time a panel of leaders composed of Mr. Hosokawa, 
Mr. Sugioka, and three members of the caucasian personnel 
discussed the subject, "The Nisei Way of Actiony and, later , 
the discussion was opened to questions and comment from 
the floor. 

A banquet meeting was held in the evening, 
featuring Mr. Hosokawa as speaker. Mr. Hosokawa urged 
the people to face the relocation problem squarely, and 
pointed out the futility of remaining in the center. 
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During the week 49 terminal leaves were is-
sued, and 12 of these were for return to California! 
15 re location short term leaves were grant*4| 91 in-
itial relocation interviews and 8l follow-up inter-
views were held. The rate of initial interviews is 
slowing up, because most of the people who came in 
this week had received their third invitation. 

100^. In addition to this, « M i l 
coming up are in the problem class 
takes more time for this type 
tion prospects for the Mew 
as good as they were a short 
cently been some 

ia&a. This resulted in a  rumor  here at the center that 
Louisiana had been closed to resettlement, fhe Beloca-
tion Officer frora the Bfew Orleans office is now in the 
center and is explaining the situation to the evacuees 
who are most interested and  we  believe that the mis-
understanding can be cleared up. A delegation of evacuees 
has recently returned from an inspection trip to Texas. 4 
formal report has not yet been received from them or the 
WRA office in that state, but the evacuees have reported 
that they were favorably impressed. There is not likely 
to be a great deal of resettlement there immediately, 
but it seems that there are reasonable prospects for suc-
cess there later on« 

The delegates to the salt Las.« Uity u*v# 
made an oral report on the meeting to the Community Coun-
cil, the Block Managers, and the Resettlement Planning 
Commission. The statement of facts and the recommendations 
which were agreed upon at the conference have been mimeo-
graphed and three copies have been sent to each block of-
fice for the information of center residents. Either  a 
large mass meeting, or a series of smaller meetings are 
being planned to give the evacuees an opportunity to  ask 
questions concerning the conference and the conclusions 
reached there. Te have heard few comments from the  center 
residents concerning the recommendations. 
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fhe annual Bed Croaa drive 1» a m — *  - -
the center, and an organised campaign is being conducted 
m o m . the appointed personnel and the evacuees. 

we are still having difficulty with evacuee vis* 
it or s who are extremely reluctant to pay boara, but a 
more strict policy In this matter Is being adopted and 

we are expecting the Appeal 
a couple of weeks, since 
1mm *wtified their 
20. 

A meeting of division and section heads has been 
called for Monday morning and definite plans for the en-
tertainment of four Chinese officials, who will arrive 
her© on the evening of the 15th, will be made at that 
time. 

Hr.  3.  ¿¿culton, Assistant Project Director in 
charge of Community Management, addressed a church group 
at Danville, Illinois, while he was visiting there re-
cently. The leading newspaper of Janville carried an 
excellent article In which Mr. Uoulton explained the 
operation of the center and gave other information con-
cerning the evacuees. 
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The Army appeal team of five officers and four ^ •* 
enlisted men is scheduled to arrive the night of March 
17. The enlisted men are to be quartered in the Mili-
tary Police barracks, but the officers will be provided 
rooms at the project hospital. Two private offices 
have been set aside for their use, and necessary office 
equipment has been obtained. The date of the first hear-
ing has been advanced from March 20 to March 19• The 
Army reviewing team, which left a short time ago, coopera-
ted in an excellent manner with project officials and the 
attitude of the members of this team toward the evacuees 
was good. We are confident that the same pleasant rela-
tionship will develop between the administration and the 
appeal team. 

The delegation of four Chinese officials arrived 
at the project on the night of March 15. Quarters were 
arranged for them at the hospital, and they took most of 
their meals at the personnel mess. The morning after 
they arrived they had a brief conference with the Project 
Director, and then they met with the division chiefs so 
that the people here would know what they wished to learn , 
and so that the delegation could find out what kind of in-
formation was available. The previous week the division 
chiefs had held a special meeting to plan for the delega-
tion's visit. After the conference was over, the visitors 
were taken on a tour of the center in order for them to 
get a general idea of what the project was like. That 
afternoon different members of the group had conferences 
with the heads of the following sections! Education, 
Personnel, Welfare, Mess and Supply, On March 17* the 
group met with the Project Director for a final scheduling 
of their visit. Additional conferences with the heads o f 
Education, Welfare and Cooperative Enterprise were held . 
That afternoon they met with evacuee leaders) that night 
they attended a U.S,0, meeting) and, later on, they at-
tended a tea which was held in their honor. They will 
attend church Sunday, and will leave that afternoon by 
automobile at 4«00 PM for the trip to Leland, Mississippi, 
where they will catch a train for Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
Project officials are well impressed with the visitors 
and are glad to give them all assistance possible, and the 
delegation appeals to be well pleased with the reception 
they are having here. 
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During the week 41 terminal leaves were issued, and 
three of these were for return to California, 30 short 
term leaves were granted. This represents an increase o f 
nearly 100$ for leaves of this type. Practically all of 
the initial relocation interviews have been completed, 
and only 29 were held during the week. Only 25 of these 
Initial interviews now remain, and 25 others are being 
transferred from the Welfare quota to the Relocation Di-
vision. Follow-up interviews totaled 114. As of Satur-
day night, 56 persons had signed up to return to California 
in the special coach, which will leave here on the  28th of 
March. At all terminal points where the coach will stop 
Relocation officials will be prepared to give all possible 
assistance to the passengers. The returning evacuees have 
been provided with the names, addresses and telephone num -
bers of lelocation officials so that they can be reached 
if the necessity arises. 

The manager of the  R.  E. Lee Wilson Company, which 
is a farm corporation cultivating 65*000 acres of land in 
Mississippi County in northeast Arkansas, came to the cen-
ter this week in search of employees and croppers. The 
evacuees showed considerable interest in his propositio n, 
and nine representatives will leave here within a few days 
to inspect the company^ farm land. 

A Michigan vegetable grower, who has already used 
several hundred of our seasonal workers, is also here re-
cruiting additional labor. 

The annual Red Cross campaign is making excellent 
progress. It has been completed among the appointed pers on-
nel, and in this grouj) contributions were 100$. 156 indi-
viduals contributed $812.00. This was a considerable i m-
provement over last year, when 121 employees contributed 
$656.58. The campaign among the evacuees is still in 
progress, but it now seems that contributions will averag e 
§65.00 for each block. If this average is maintained, we 
will exceed by approximately $100.00 last year's evacuee 
contribution of $2053.00. 

There is still very little comment from center resi-
dents on the Salt Lake City Conference and the resulting 
recommendations, although meetings have been held in the 
blocks to discuss the matter. 
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The Army appeal team arrived Lunday, ¿larch 18, 
after a delay of one day. The team was heacied by Col. 
0. I. Koliaan, and the rest of the group was composed 
of one colonel, three lieutenant colorels, ano three 
enlisted men. One of the enlisted men was a court re-
porter, another a typist, and the third was a steno-
grapher. The team came hero to hear five cases, but 
one man had left the center and only four Interviews 
were actually held. The team was very friendly and 
cooperative with project officials, but we do not yet 
have any information concerning their attitude toward 
the evncuees. One case was heard each day, and the 
docket for each case was carefully prepared. Col. 
Wolffian told officials here that their group was one of 
three oent out to different projects, ana that the teams 
at the other two projects were also composed of five of-
ficers each. The present plan is for these three teams 
to hear a few cases and then return to the VJest coast 
and exchange experiences and work out procedure for hear -
ing the remainder of the appeals. There will eventually 
be fifteen boards with each one headed by one of the of-
ficers from the three original training groups. These 
boards will hear appeals not only at the centers but 
also on the outside. e were told thai when the appeal 
board returned to the project they would have sockets 
prepared for approximately ten cases ana, when these 
were heard, the board woulu return to the West coast, 
prepare approximately ton more dockets ami return to 
the project again and hear these cases. In other words, 
the board will be going back and forth iroithe center 
to the West coast from time to time, and will not sit 
in an unbroken session. It is our understanding that 
considerable time is required in the preparation of the 
dockets, since photostat copies must be maae of all the 
material that makes them up. 

Fifty-one terminal leaves were issued during the 
week, and 5 of these were for return to California! 14 
relocation short term leaves were granted. Fifty-one 
initial, am 119 follow-up interviews were held during 
the week. Case» are being transferred every day from 
the  1  elfare interview quota to the Relocation quota. 
Eighty-three of these transfers were effected during 
tht  week and 68 of them will require initial inter-
view s? In  tti  it way, the Relocation Division is assuming 
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part of the burden of the Welfare Section. All cases 
transferred to Relocation are those in which welfare 
problems have for some reason or another ceased to ex-
ist. 

The special coach for those returning to Cali-
fornia is assured of at least 58 passengers, and it 
v.'ill leave the night of  l  arch  28 . Since the railroad  did 
not guarantee that it would pick up the car at the pro-
ject in time to make connections at McGehee with the 
night train, the car will be loaded at McGehee. Ar-
rangements are being made to give as much publicity as 
possible, both within and outside the center, to the 
return o± this group. 

The group of eight evacuees who investigated the 
R. li. Lee .ilson Company  y ^¿jfcjM fltfjC  well im-
pressed by the proposition.They have the opportunity 
of working the land on shares, renting for cash rent, 
or buying it in small tracts. A list of questions con-
cerning the proposition were submittea to the plantation 
manager by the committee, ana all were answered favorably 
except one which concerned selective service deferment. 
Questions about housing, electricity, irrigation, school s 
etc. were answered satisfactorily. The fact that the h. E 
Lee Iilson Company is a power politically in northeast 
Arkansas, and especially in Mississippi County, makes the 
evacuees feel more certain of a favorable public attitud e 
Saturday morning the Relocation office was filled with 
evacuees who wanted short term leave to visit the /ilson 
plantation. Organized inspection trips for small groups 
are being planned. A mass meeting has been held in one 
of the blocks to discuss the Wilson offer. The first 
inspection group was told that up to  ?0C  families could 
be used by the V»ilson Company. Separate farm units, 
large enough for eight families, would be provided ana 
it Is believed that these families would use about  20 
single laborers. As might be supposed, the colony fea-
ture of the offer is attractive to many of the evacuees. 
Of course, a relocation deal with the Wilson Company is 
far from a certainty, but initial negotiations are pro-
gressing favorably. 

A short time ago the Assistant Project Director 
in charge of Administrative Management and the Chief oí 
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the Agriculture Division were called by Selective Ser-
vice. The Assistant Project Director 1» place will not 
be filled for the tine being, and most of the work nor-
mally clone by him will be taken over by the Assistant 
Project Director in charge of Operations. The other As-
sistant Project Director will also assume part of the 
burden. 

The new Chief Medical Officer has arrived from 
Tule Lake and has assumed his duties, and a new nurse 
has been transferred to the hospital staff from one of 
the other projects. c now have a total of six regis-
tered nurses. The Medical Social Worker has been trans-
ferred to another project and has been replaced by a 
employee of the Welfare Section, who has been detailed 
to take care of this work until her transfer can be 
made permanent. 

The Red Cross drive among the evacuees is making 
kood progress, and as of .arch 21,  ¿  1,939*45 had been 
obtained from this source, an. three blocks had not yet 
turned in their collections. It appears certain that 
last year's total will be exceeaed during this campaign. 

Nineteen more of the center residents, who are in 
the enlisted reserve corps, have been notified to report 
for active duty on April 2. A few others have also been 
oroered to report for induction into the reserve corps 
during the first week of April. 

The special "Military Edition" of the i.cGehee 
Times, which was mentioned in our report of February 
24, is now on sale. It is a forty-four page issue, pub-
lished for the purpose of showing esha County's contri-
bution to the armed forces, ¡¿ore than two pages are de-
voted to men from the Rohwer Project. All Nisei soldiers 
who have lived at this center, or who have next of kin 
here, are listed, and eight photographs of outstanding 
soldiers from this center are shown, with two photographs 
of the first memorial service held here. Lack of space 
and paper prevented the use of more pictures. 6,500 copi es 
of the special issue were printed, and sales in the project 
have already exceeded 1,200 — and are expected to reach 
1,500. The project section was sponsored by the Community 
Council, the center ü. S. 0., the center Red Cross, the 
Co-op, and the appointed personnel. Sales are being handl ed 
by the Community Council, and all profits are to go to the 
local U. S. 0. Copies of the special issue have already 
been sent to the Chief of the Reports Division. 
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This week, when 109 terminal leaves were granted, 
set the record for relocation from this project. The 
special coach which left for California with 60 passen-
gers was largely responsible for the increase. In addition 
to those in this group there were several others who also 
returned to California. We believe that many more people 
will be interested in returning to the West coast area in 
this manner, since 80 have already indicated that they 
would like to return to California in a special coach 
that will leave here in April. If interest in this still 
holds, it seems now that there might be enough passengers 
for two of these coaches. The Relocation Division held 98 
follow-up and 23 initial interviews during the week. All 
of the initial interviews for this period were cases that 
had been transferred from the Welfare Department. All ca ses 
of the original relocation quota had been disposed of by 
the middle of the month. 

Prospects for relocation with the R. E. Lee Wilson 
Company in northeast Arkansas are not as good as they were 
last week. This week a special bus took 33 prospective 
relocatees to inspect the Wilson farm. They were not as 
well satisfied as the initial group of 8 that made the 
first trip. The last group complained that the Wilson 
officials showed them a different type  or  farm land that 
was not so well suited to growing vegetables as that in -
spected by the first group. The second group also ap-
peared to think that they were not treated with the same 
consideration as the first visitors. Some of them thought 
that the amount of money advanced to each family for grow-
ing their crops was not large enough, and others expressed 
doubt about whether enough farm machinery could be furni shed 
by the company. It was also pointed out that the cash ad-
vances to each family was the same as made to all other com-
pany tenants, and that it was hardly possible to provide an 
individual tractor for the use of each family, although th e 
company owns 1,000 tractors at this time. Some of those in 
the second group complained that they were not given as 
courteous a reception as they should have had. This seems 
to have arisen from a remark of one of the company officials 
that he did not understand the necessity of so many people 
coming up for the inspection trips. The attitude of this group 
is typical of that which is making relocation so difficult. 
They have had so many good offers that they don't know whi ch 
one to take, and they keep holding back, thinking that a bet ter 
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offer will be coming in later. There is also a tendency, 
sometimes, to exaggerate their importance. For example, 
the first group that went to Wilson Company was shown 
every courtesy, and were exceptionally well pleased. 
When the second and larger group went, they probably were 
not met in such a gracious manner because the company of-
ficials were inclined to look upon them as they would any 
other tenants. 

Cases of this kind have occurred repeatedly in the 
New Orleans area. An evacuee goes down to investigate a 
farming offer. He probably has special ability and asks 
the land owner to make special concessions. These are 
granted. The evacuee says he will return within a short 
time, and returns to the project, but the land owner never 
hears from him again. Sometimes, when the trade is nearly 
made the evacuee changes his mind and, instead of saying 
that this is the case, he asks for concessions that cannot 
be granted and negotiations are broken off. In cases like 
this, the landowner is not left in a state of uncertainty 
but he is left in a bad state of mind. Naturally, incidents 
like these are harmful to outside public opinion. 

We have received no information as to when the appeal 
board will return to the project, and cases are still aris-
ing where evacuees have received exclusion notices, but are 
still not on the list which will enable them to leave the 
project for any part of the country except the West coast 
area. Of course, grants cannot be made to those who do not 
have permission to leave, but it is hard for these people 
to believe that WKA does not have something to do with keep-
ing them here. We are making every effort to convince them 
that we do not have any hold on them except that grants will 
not be made until they are on the cleared list. Those who 
are now slated for segregation have received only an exclu-
sion notice, and are not aware that they are potential segre-
gees. So far as they know, they are in the same position as 
others who have received exclusion notices, except that th e 
others are free to leave with WKA assistance. The only-
thing that we can tell those who do not have army permissi on 
to leave is that we do not know what the trouble is except 
that they are just simply not on the army cleared list. All 
of this créâtes uncertainty, not only in the minds of these 
particular individuals, but it also makes other evacuees u n-
easy. 

The Red Cross campaign among the evacuees has been com-
pleted, and contributions by center residents total $3*03 6.80. 
This is in addition to the $812.50 contributed by the appoi nted 
personnel. 
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled 66, and 5 of these 
were for return to California. Twenty-six emergency a nd 14 
relocation short terra leaves were issued. The only initi al re-
location interviews now being held are for cases which have 
been transferred from the Welfare Section quota. During t he 
week there were 4 initial and 156 follow-up interviews. I n-
terest among the «vacuees in return to the West coast area  by 
special coach continues to grow. The first coach left here on 
March 28, and since that time 118 other center residents have 
signed up to return to California in the same manner. Two 
coaches have been requested for this group, and we feel sur e 
that there will be others who will wish to join it. It is 
novi planned for the first coach to leave on the  20th of this 
month and the second to leave on the  27th. We have not yet 
been advised by the railroad company that the coaches will b e 
available, but we are confident that the railroad can furni sh 
them unless some unforseen difficulty arises. There is st ill 
some dissatisfaction because of the fact that the people in 
the first coach were required by the Offlot of Defense Trans -
portation to change cars in Kansas City, but ¿¿tost of the peo ple 
apparently understand that this could not be avoided. 

A third group of evacuees from this center will leave 
this week with the Relocation Officer from Little Rock for 
another inspection trip to the Wilson Plantation. The evac uee 
group will be composed of two members of the Relocation P lan-
ning Commission ana three farmers. An effoi't will be made on 
this trip to get a specific offer from the Wilson Company, w ith 
specific information as to what the company will expect of th e 
evacuees and what it will provide. If a satisfactory offer is 
made, the group will return to the center and recruiting will 
Start at once. Two important questions are still to be answ ered? 
(1) Is there enough land suitable for vegetable growing that 
will accomodate a substantial number of families? (2) T*i ll the 
company be satisfied if only  $0%  of each family tract is devoted 
to cotton growing? As we have previously reported, the secon d 
group who investigated the Wilson offer came back with t he re-
port that they were shown land unsuitable for growing veg etables, 
and that the ";ilson Company insisted that too large a perc entage 
of cotton be grown. The report of this third group will pr obably 
determine whether there will be any relocation in northeast Ark-
ansas. 
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Mr. Malcolm Pitts, Assistant Director, and llr. L. T. 
Mainj Supply Officer from Heart Mountain, arrived here T hurs-
day night"for a visit of several days. They are particular ly 
interested in how plans for the disposal of surplus proper ty 
are progressing. ,"' ,  i » — _ 

The Coordinator's Comiittee, composed ol' both evacuees \ 
and members of the appointed personnel, met Tuesday morning . 
Most of the discussion centered around what type of inf orms- \ 
tion was needed most by center residents, Lvaeuee members 1 
said that the people were very well informed concerning pu b-
lic sentiment and job opportunities, but that they needed  ad-
ditional information about what !:ind of public assistan ce was 
available on the outside.  .  it was agreed that the Welfare Sec-
tion would in providin&__thi8 information. 
Thrtead of this department  had"" piWicrcrsiy'  sugge steer that m em--
bers of her staff could address groups of center reside nts and 
give information concerning various types of public assist ance, 
if meetings could be arranged. It was decided that the cent er 
would be divided into several districts and that meetings of 
this type would be held in each district. The chairman cf the 
Relocation Planning Commission is working with the head of the 
?̂ elfare Section on this plan, and the meetings will start w it] 
in a short time, 

r 
A training consultant from the Regional Civil Service 

Office in St. Louis spent a day at the project at the invita-
tion of the head of the Personnel Section, and gave an exc ellent 
explanation of how efficiency ratings should be made. e b e-
lieve that his talk will do much to improve the quality ox th e 
ratings and will help make them more uniform. 
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Friday morning the schools held a brief but 
appropriate ceremony in memory of Mr. Roosevelt. At 
8:45 a bugle sounded taps and the school flag was 
lowered to half mast. As the bugle sounded all pu-
pils rose and stood with bowed heads while the teach-
ers read Steven Vincent Benet f s poem, "Prayer". After 
the poem was  read,  classes resumed their routine. The 
Project Director asked that a brief period of silence 
be observed on Saturday at 3:00 P.M. (4:00 P.M. E.W.T.). 
His request was announced by the Block Managers, and 
fire sirens were sounded so that the observance would 
be uniform. 

During the week 47 terminal leaves were issued, 
and only 3 of these were for return to California. Two 
special coaches for return to the West coast will leave 
this month, and there is a good possibility that a third 
car will be needed. The first coach this month will 
leave on the 20th, and the sccond on the 27th. There 
will be between 55 aad 60 passengers in each of these 
coaches. 

Mr. Russell Bankson of the Reports Division of 
the Washington Office spent several days at the project. 
He held two conferences with project officials concern-
ing the expansion of the information program within the 
center. A clear explanation was made as to what part 
each division was to play in this work. Plans are now 
being made for the publication of a relocation bulletin 
under the supervision of the Reports Officer. The 
chief difficulty in doing  this,  and in expanding the in-
formation program in general, is scarcity of help but we 
believe that this difficulty can be overcome. Mr. Bank-
son also had several conferences with evacuee leaders to 
get their opinions as to what kind of information was 
needed by the people and what the best methods were for 
dissemination of this information. He also talked with 
the editor of the Japanese Section concerning the nature 
of some of the material that had been appearing in the 
Japanese Section. 
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The Director's reply to the suggestions made at 
the Salt Lake City Conference was received Saturday, 
but we do not yet have any information concerning the re-
action of the evacuees to his answer. 

One man from the Washington Office, one from the 
San Francisco Office, and two from other centers will ar-
rive here next week to assist in preparing the property 
records for the closing of the center. All vouchers for 
major and minor property are being posted, and these 
records will be reconciled with project inventories. In 
addition to these four men, some of the appointed emplo y-
ees from the Project Finance Section will be detailed to 
this work for part time duty. 

, 

"The Project Honor Roll for Nisei soldiers has been 
completed, and plans are being made for the dedication 
ceremony which will be held April 28. 
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A new high In relocation was reached this week 
when lj  :  terminal leaves» were issued; 65 of these were 
for return to California, 59 going in a snecial coach 
which departed last Friday. Another special coach will 
leave for the v.est coast on the 27th, and it now seems 
assured that there will be enough passengers for still 
another coach on the 30th, In addition to these coaches, 
another is scheduled to leave on May 1st for Philadelphia, 
which will carry a large group of evacuees who are going 
to Seabrook Farms in flew Jersey. The third evacuee in-
vestigation croup that went to the Wilson Plantation in 
northeast Arkansas advised against relocation there, and 
a majority of the Relocation Planning Commission agreed 
with this report. In spite of this, five families are 
definitely going to accept the ilson offer, and have al-
ready selected the land that they are to farm. The com-
pany is willing to accept ten more families and is making 
a very attractive offer to center residents. The rent is 
unusually low for the type of land that will be farmed, 
and the equipment and service that will be provided. 

Relocation efforts In Louisiana are at last begin-
ning to bear fruit. One  center  resident has purchased a 
40-acre farm and will take two families to help him. ¿¿eve n 
other families are buying land in Louisiana unner the pur-
chase plan that was promoted by Mr. Koi Mural« 

Representatives oi the Relocation Division and the 
elfare section of the Washington office were at the proj ect 

several days working out the plan for geographical assign-
ment of relocation planning within the center. The center 
has already been divided into districts for the assignme nt 
of relocation advisors. Another representative from the 
V ashington office was also here to assist in a reorganiza-
tion of the relocation library, ami this work will be un-
der way within a short time.  v  \ 

The four man who have been detailed here from the 
iasl ington office, the San Francisco office and two other 
pr̂ ti ft cts, for work on property records have arrived and 
the Supply Officer reports that excellent progress is 
being made, and that the men are proving very helpful. Ad-
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ditional i,rucks, several hand carts and the proj« ct stock of 
thread, binding, yarn, buttons, braid, etc., have recently 
been declared surplus. 

A representative from the Fire Protection Office in 
Washington ?/as here recently and inspected the warehous es 
to see if fire regulations were being observed. He seemed 
to be well pleased <sith the arrangement of goods within 
the warehouses, and complimented the Supply Officer on the 
manner in which this work has been done. 

For sometime we have been receiving communications 
from the Western ei'ense Command which referred to a re-
vised master list of evacuees showing clearance status, b ut 
we had no knowledge of such a list. Finally the Coordinat or 
called the estern Defense Command and asked for an explan-
ation. He was advised that a new master list had been ex-
pressed on March 20, but it was never received here, lie 
was told that another copy would be sent to us ixameaiately 
by parcel post. This new list should be of considerable 
assistance in clearing up several cases of doubtful statu s. 

^ewsoaper reports that iiisei soldiers were spear-
heading an attack on kassa in Italy were followed by twelve 
casualty notices here during the week, Six of these notices 
were for soldiers who had been killed. 

Final arrangements are being made for the dedication 
of the Honor Boll Saturday, April 28, ami a ranking cii'ic er 
from Camp Joseph T. Robir.son, Little Hock, Arkansas, has 
agreed to make the chief address. 
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Terminal leavey  for,  the week totaledJiS.; 59 
of these were for return to CalifbrHIaj25 relocation 
short term leaves were granted, and 151 follow-up in-
terviews were held by relocation advisors. 53 those 
who returned to California occupied a special coach 
which left »IcGehee on April 27. Another coach, with ap-
proximately $4 passengers, will leave here May 1 for 
Philadelphia, and still another coach is scheduled to 
leave here for the est coast on ay 3* Practically 
all of the passengers on the Philadelphia coach will 
go on to Seabrook Farms in I*ew Jersey, where they will 
be employed. The Relocation Officer in It. Louis and 
a group of Nisei residents there have been particularly 
hospitable to the occupants of the first two special 
coaches during five-hour lay-overs in St. Louis. Both 
groups were taken on sight seeing tours of the city, and 
many of the children had their first glimpse, in three 
years, of life outside the center. A similar reception 
is planned for other coaches that iaay arrive. Evacuees 
also reported that WRA officials met the coaches in Den-
ver and bait Lake City to see if they might be of some 
service. The relocation rate has been especially high 
for the past three weeks, but we expect it to drop until 
the latter part of May or the first part of June. It 
seems likely that most of the people who planned to re-
turn to the West coast before school is out have already 
gone, or will leave the first week in  kay,  and that re-
location will fall off after that time until the children 
are out of school. 

New difficulties have developed in connection 
with relocation on the Wilson Plantation in northeast 
Arkansas. As previously reported, five families had 
selected land to be rented, but now the deal is being 
held up because of uncertainty about how much government 
aid the evacuees concerned will receive. They told the 
CTttle Rock Relocation Officer that they wanted the 
WRA to furnish a car for them to use for a time after 
they first relocated and, if this was not done, they 
would have to abandon their plans. We do not expect 
then to turn down the proposition for this reason alone, 
but they are going to demand a great deal of public as-
sistance. 
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Thfjui$e£jU»* ftatuo .of all 
evacur  as  has at last been .received frois the «jlsatM e-
fense  « •  As we reported, last week, the first list 
had" Seen shipped by express, i?nd a later list was shipped 
by parcel p$at. The expressed list tsas received April 
although itllad been shipped  tear  oh 30. fJue following day 
the other list arrived by par««! pott, having been dial led 
April 18. Corrections- ami changes of status ar« now being 
posted, arid this revision will be completes  by  ¿aturaay 
night. At thin time, 31 persons are designated m cetain-
ees. Those persons have received exclusion notices aad 
nothing  ^Ise  In writ In.?, the first information they have 
of their unusual status is when they try to leave the eea-
tnr and are told by relocation workers that they are an 
the a m y stop list. In w r y case that cornea up it la 
explained th t the does not prevent them fro« leaving* 
but that the ?M is cooperating with the aray to the ex-
tent that no relocation aid will he given in their ease« 
Unless a detainee tries to relocate, he does not know he 
is on the stop list, since r,any others have received 
elusion notices and are leaving for destination» out^ia^ 
th-" exclusion zone. The artsy appeal board la to re. turn 
here on Hay 8, and eight cases are scheduled to be heard. 

Because of excessive rains, the dedication of the 
eenter Honor Boll, which was to have bean held at U ^ O vh 
Saturday afternoon, has been postponed. Th« at in .a$ress 
was tt? have been mmle by an officer fro® Caap Joseph 1. 
«oblnson, Little Rock, Arkansas, who had served with th e 
100th Battalion in Hcrth Africa and Italy. The ease man 
has agreed to participate in the program when the new 
date has been determined« 

Plans are being made for the 7th war Lean Drive 
at this center« The Project director an- one of his  as-
sistants attended a recent neeting of thv bounty ar Loan 
Con&tlttee« The Project was given a quota of ,25000.00, 
including payroll deduction»« This  mrnis  that we wixl 
have to raise eight or ten thousand dollars abov^ de-
duction«, and we believe that this can "be don' — -

personnel will \m leaving before long aad m 
parchases. In the 6th drive,  a;  proxiaately |1?.0CQ.(X above 
deductions was raised, but we do not believe that our ca sh 
purchasea will e .ual ihie aaount in th« ?th drive. 

A11 effioienoy ratlnga o£ the appeinted personnel 
that are rwlewed at the project have been ooapleted, ano 
they will be sent out th© firut of next week« 
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Relocation again reached a new high this week 
when 146 terminal leaves were granted; 3§ of these 
were for"return to California, One special coach 
left for the West coast with 54 passengers; 38 of 
these were California returnees, 11 went to Utah and 
5 to Colorado, Another special coach, with 53 pas-
sengers, went to Philadelphia — this group was on 
its way to Seabrook Farms in New Jersey. All will 
be employed there. There is a possibility that 
another coach will return to California on the 24th, 
but this is not yet settled. It is certain, however, 
that another will leave on the and 64 persons 
have already signed up for departure on that date. 
It seems that the expected drop in relocation during 
the middle of Kay will materialize, since only 25 
people are scheduled to leave next week. As we have 
previously explained, many people who have relocation 
plans are holding off until after the end of the month, 
when school will be out. Prospects for relocation of 
the five families on the Wilson Plantation in northeast 
Arkansas are still good. A new contract has been 
drawn up, and ̂R"e~Teader of the group is waiting for 
the return of the Wilson Company manager before he 
makes another trip to the plantation for the final 
signing of the papers. The relocation officer in 
Little Rock has advised us that representatives of 
thirty Manzanar families are coming to Arkansas to 
investigate the Wilson Company proposition. Possibly 
this will have a wholesome influence on the people hnre 
if they find that the residents in another center are 
interested in this offer. Six families are still 
making definite plans for relocation in Louisiana, 
One or two of the family heads have already taken 
over a farm of 150 acres, and the other men will leave 
here within a short time. The women and children will 
follow as soon as school is out. This group is expect-
ing resettlement assistance for the purchase of furni-
ture and other household goods, but they are not wait-
ing for advance approval before going to Louisiana. All 
information concerning their cases is being forwarded to 
Louisiana by the Welfare Section here. 

An effort is being made to get more information 
to the evacuees that will encourage relocation. A four 
page relocation bulletin was prepared this week and 
distributed Saturday to every family unit. It was pub-
lished only in English, but an effort is being made to 
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to employ a translator and stencil cutter so that a Jap-
anese ver^on can be added. It is very difficult to find 
someone who can do this work and who is willing to do the 
job. We believe, however, that it can eventually be done. 
In the meantime, we expect to publish the bulletin every 
two weeks, and more frequently if the occasion demands. 

As we have previously reported, plans were made 
sometime ago for a series of meetings throughout the 
blocks for the purpose of giving more detailed informa-
tion concerning public assistance that will be avail-
able after relocation. These discussions are being 
sponsored by the Welfare Section, and the first was 
held Tuesday night. M s meeting was to include resi-
dents oi five blocks, and the block managers were re-
quested to announce in each mess hall the time and place. 
The size of the audience was rather disappointing, since 
only 4 l j persons were present, but they were all heads of 
families anci seemed to have a sincere desire to obtain 
additional information. An evacuee employee of the  *v  el-
fare  beet ion  acted as an interpreter. After the principal 
part of the discussion was over, questions were invited. 
Some of the questions osked^were: 

1. \ ill the V'RA guarantee housing? 

2. If eligibility for public assistance is 
established, how long will it be before 
the first cneck arrives? 

3. 13 definite assurance of eligibility pos-
sible before relocation? 

4. Is public assistance available if the 
family is receiving an army allotment? 

This series of meetings has been promoted through 
the Community Council and the Relocation Planning Com-
mission, and v/e believe that interest may increase afte r 
another meeting or two has been held. 

Three Civil Service representatives came to the 
center this week to make routine investigations concern-
ing twenty evacuee girls who had passed Civil Service ex-
aminations. All job openings were in 'Washington, D. C. 
Four of the girls had relocated, five appeared for inter-
views, but eleven withdrew their applications. In some 
way, a rumor had been started that the Civil Service 
representatives were really with the F.3.I., and this 
had something to do with the high percentage of with-
drawals  . 
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The dedication of the Center Honor Roll, which 
had been postponed, is scheduled to be held Sunday 
Afternoon. 
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During the pa3t week 46 terminal and 2 relocation short 
term leaves were ̂ ¿¿uedj 10  oi  the terminal leaves were for 
return to California. For a time, it seemed possible that a 
sufficient number of passengers would register to justify 
a special coach for return to California on May 24, but it 
does not s^em now that the required number will sign up. 
However, arrangements are being made for the departure of 
another coach on the 30th for return to the West coast, and 
9$ people have already indicated that they wish to take ad -
vantage of this opportunity. Plans for relocation on the 

.Lee ilson Plantation in northeast Arkansas have come to 
a dead  end. ~ v~Iien  the leader of the group of five families that 
had selected land at V ilson went there to make the final ar-
rangements and sign the contract, a disagreement developed 
between hira and the manager of the company over what land 
would be available to the group for farming in 1946. A 
satisfactory agreement was possible a3 to what land would 
be farmed this year, but the trouble arose over what land 
was to be farmed next year. It is uncertain whether the 
prospective resettlers were really concerned a >out what k ind 
of land would be available to them another year or merely 
looking for some excuse to break off negotiations. Relocat ion 
for the week was better than we thought it might be, since a 
severe mid-May sJLump was expected. 

Two more meetings were held this week by employees of 
the  1  elfare Section to explain to center residents the diffe r-
ent types of public assistance that will be available to the m 
after they relocate. Special emphasis was placed on Reset tle-
ment Assistance. As we have reported before, these discuss ions 
are led by a YeIfare worker, and interpreters are used. Th e 
center is divided into districts containing three to five 
blocks, ana one meeting is planned for each district. The 
first meeting of this series, mentioned in our last weekly 
report, was attended  >y  45 evacuees and did not have much 
support from the block managers. The first meeting this 
week covered only three blocks and 70 people attended, mos t 
of whom were heads of families. Only a few questions were 
asked, and the people seemed concerned mostly with housing. 
Another meeting was held Friday night and 103 people attende d, 
fcany questions were asked. Most of these concerned standards 
of eligibility for assistance, and how much this amounted t o 
in different sections of the country. For the first meeting 
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this week, the cooperation of the block managers was satis-
factory; lor the second meeting, it was exceptionally goo d. 
Interest in these meetings seems to be growing* and we beli eve 
that they will be of considerable benefit to the people. Som e 
of the questions that were asked concerned things over which 
the VTU had no control, but these questions led to discuss ions 
that made possible a better understanding on the part of the 
evacuees as to what they can expect. 

The center ha3 received it's first approval of a 
public assistance plan that was submitted to a state agenc y. 
This came from TffW TOrk, and covered not only temporary re-
settlement assistance, but also included approval of lo ng 
term Social Security aid. The file for the case was mailed 
from the project on May 3, and the approval was received on 
liay 11. There have been several other cases where furnitu re 
grants from Resettlement Assistance funds have been appro ved. 

The Army Appeal Team arrived Monday night, and con-
ducted its first hearing the following day. Instead of brin g-
ing only eight prepared dockcts with them, they brought eleven, 
and they have scheduled six impromptu hearings without do ckets 
so that their full time will be occupied. Information derive d 
from the special hearings will be sent to the estern Defense 
Command, and it is possible that this additional informatio n 
will enable officials on the West coast to make a decision 
without sending the docket back to the project for a formal -
hearing. The policy of the ?estern Defense Command seems to 
be becoming more lenient with reference to army clearanc e. 
One of the Majors who was here with the first reviewing team 
has been very helpful in getting action on cases that were 
being held up, and which wore of special interest to us be-
cause they affected relocation. 

The dedication of the center "Honor Boll" was held 
Sunday afternoon, ¿Jay 6. The~cMef address was made by Capt. 
Gerald K. button, aCiiaplain froti Camp Robinson, Arkans as, who 
had served with the 100th Battalion in North Africa and Italy. 
The number of center residents attending the ceremony was le ss 
than we expected, ¿nd we were somewhat disappointed in th is 
lack of response. 

V-L Day was observed first by a one-minute period of 
silence immediately after President Truman's announceme nt. At 
9100 Ale, a program for school children was held in the ce nter 
Auditorium. The program had been previously prepared, and a d-
dresses were made by the Project Director and the Chairman o f 
the Community Council. At 4i30 PM, a centerwide program was 
held in the auditorium, and this program, too, had been pre -
pared in advance. The Project Director and the Chairman of 
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Community Council made brief talks at this ceremony. The 
chairman of this meeting was an evacuee veteran of World War I , 
who is head of the center U.S.O. We were again somewhat di s-
appointed In the size of the audience. It is estimated that 
only 3 or 4 hundred people attended, most of them being Ni sei. 

The third fatal traffic accident within the center, 
since it opened, occurred this week. A mail truck was un-
loading near one of the mess halls, and, when the driver 
backed the truck while turning around, a 7,^-JMr  nlfi  IffiP 
was knocked down and run over. He aled  a"  short"time later. 
The driver stated that he looked in the rear view mirror and 
through the back window of the cab before he reversed the 
truck, but that he did not see the victim. Internal Security 
officials are of the opinion that the driver was not guilt y 
of negligence, since the body of the truck is covered with 
canvas, and there was a blind spot in the rear where a per son 
could not be seen either through the window or by means of the 
rear view mirror. 

The Block Managers' election was held this week, but 
there was not a great deal of change among these office hold -
ers. 

Casualties among soldiers from this center for the oast 
three or four weeks have been unusually high, due to the re-
cent drive in Italy. Total casualties reported during thi s 
period of time total, 7 killed and 23 wounded. 
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During the week 5* terminal and 12 short term leaves 
were issued. Only three of the terminal leaves were for 
return to California. At the first of the month it was 
thought that there would be  a  considerable slump in re-
location during the middle weeks of May, but this has not 
developed to the extent it was feared. Seventy one people 
are scheduled to leave next week, and 140 additional re-
locatees have signed up to return to the West coast  on 
special coaches which will leave here May 30th and jlst. 

,  A  Pullman, as well as  a  day coach, will leave on the 30th. 
This is the first time that  a  special Pullman has been 
used. It is estimated that 450 people will leave here 
during the month of May. This is somewhat better than 
was anticipated. Twelve relocation assistance cases 

v involving single aged persons have been approved for 
boarding home maintenance by the Welfare Department  in 
California. Homes to take these people have not yet 
been found, but the Y/est coast offices believe that this 
can be done in time for the people to leave here by the 
end of the month. One tuberculosis  cam  has already been 
approved for institutional care in .California, but the 
condition of the patient is such that it is doubtful 
whether the offer can be accepted. 

New difficulties have arisen in connection with 
relocation in Louisiana. Two former center residents 
are attempting to buy land in two different parishes, 
but one parish has refused to record the deed« Reloca-
tion officials still hope that the matter can be settled 
In  a  friendly way, but they are also of the opinion that 
the local officials can be forced by law to record the 
transfers of title. 

The Army Appeal Team left here last Tuesday for 
return to the West coast, after hearing 13 cases. It is 
not known when they will return. As we have previously 
reported, all changes and corrections for the Army Master 
List of evacuees have been posted, but additional changes 
continue to come in. As of May 19, there were 31 detainees 
and 70 excludees at this center. 
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ROHWER RELOCATION CENTER 
WEEK ENDING 5/26/45 

During the week  82 terminal leaves were issued;  8 
of these were for return to California, There were also 
22 relocation short-term leaves granted. As we have 
previously reported, 2 chair cars and one pullman will 
leave here next week with approximately 140 passengers 
for return to the West coast. Up to this time the rail-
road company has been able to tell us some time in ad-
vance what dates special coaches will be available, but 
we have recently been advised that departure dates can-
not be set so far in advance. We do not think that this 
will present a serious problem, and it will mean mostly 
that evacuees will have less time in which to prepare 
for their departure. 

High school graduation exercises were held this 
week. A minister from McGehee preached the Baccalaureate 
Sermon Sunday, May 20th. The graduation program was giv-
en Friday, May 25th, and 102 seniors received their di-
plomas. 

A representative of the Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service was here a few days this week to inter-
view aliens who had lost their identification books, and 
to get additional information concerning deportees. 

A plan has been worked out for better control of 
private automobiles that evacuees have been bringing to 
the center. This has not been a difficult problem up to 
this time because so few of the center residents have 
owned cars. Lately, members of the families have been 
going out and buying cars and then coming back here to 
make further relocation plans, and this makes a closer 
check advisable. All privately owned cars will be regis-
tered and, unless immediate relocation plans are being 
made by the owners, they will be required to leave the 
cars outside the center. 

A sale of surplus equipment, which is now at the 
project, will be held next Monday at Fort Worth, Texas, 
by the Treasury Department. During the week there were 
several prospective buyers here inspecting the property 
in preparation for bidding. Most of the property to be 
sold consists of wagons, plows, disks, tractor parts and 
various types of farming equipment. 
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!This week bî ke all records In connection with relocatio n, 
when 241 people were issued terminal leaves  I  148 of these re-
turned to California in three special coaches, one of whi ch was 
a pullman. 4s we have previously reported, it was feared tha t 
there would be a considerable drop in relocation for the who le 
month of May but, to the contrary, it was the best month tna t 
the center has experienced. During this period, 641 people 
left the center and 209 of them went to the fcest coast area. 
185 of the $es  t  coast returnees went in five special cars, and 
at least three special cars are planned for the month of Ju ne. 
Confirmation from the railroad company has been recieved f or 
cars scheduled to leave June  6th  and June 15. 

The third centerwide ¿¿emorial service in honor of Klsel 
soldiers killed in action was held this week. The ceremony 
was unusually impressive and the auditorium was filled to 
cs'jacitT. The Project Director made the chief address. 

The people here are concerned about who will care for 
the center cenetary after the center closes, and the P-ojec t 
Attorney is checking Arkansas Statutes to see what is the mo st 
nractical method of solving the problem. formation of a 
non-profit organisation of some type is being considered , with 
the possibility that title to the plot might be transferred t o 
this organization. , „ 

Next week has been designated as clean-up week for the 
center, and the block area has been divided into districts a nd 
one day will be set aside for the cleaning up of eaoh district 
All male workers, except those holding key positions, wil l be 

excused from their regular duties so they can work in their 
respective districts. Ike clean-up ¿program is sponsored  by 
the Community Council in cooperation with the Block Manage rs. 

Ten members of the teaching staff resigned with the 
closing of sohool. Others are still working on school reco rds 
and reports, and some have been detailed to work in other 
sections and divisions. A few have been transferred to the 
Relocation ivlslon. 

< 3 
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Terminal Leaves for the week total 123; 46 of these 
were for return to California, A special car of 55 per-
sons left here on the 8th, and another is scheduled to 
leave on the 15th, A sufficient number of people have 
signed up to justify another coach on the 22nd, but we 
have not yet been notified by the railroad company that 
a coach will be available on that date. We are also try-
ing to make arrangements to obtain a coach for departure 
on the 26th. Two new Assistant Advisors have been added 
to the Relocation Division staff, and four former teachers 
have been detailed to work with the Division temporarily. 

Prospects for the relocation of five families on 
a farm near Little Rock seem to be good. A local meeting 
has been held to determine public sentiment, and no ob-
jection developed. Seed and equipment are being purchased 
by the families interested, and it seems certain that they 
will leave the center within a short time. 

The Chairman of the Council, who is also Chairman 
of the Relocation Planning Commission, left this week on 
short term leave, and the Planning Commission is being re-
organized. Indications are now that a progressive Nisei 
will be made Chairman of the group and, if this does occur, 
we believe that the Commission will get better results. 

Monday night the Project Director and the Assistant 
Project Director in charge of Community Management, atten ded 
a meeting of Block Managers, Councilmen and Planning Com-
mission members, for the purpose of discussing and explai n-
ing new procedure under which the V/RA will be responsible 
for the approval of short term relocation assistance. It 
was carefully explained that project approval was for sho rt 
term assistance only, and that funds allotted for this pur-
pose were limited and qualifications for this aid would be 
very strict. A series of articles explaining temporary 
assistance will appear from time to time in the center pa-
per or relocation bulletin. 
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled 154j 57 were 
for return to the West coast area. As of June 16, 286 
people had left the center during the month. There will 
be two more special cars leaving before the end of June, 
and it is estimated that relocation for the month will 
reach 550 or 575* 

In May It was generally thought that as soon as 
school was out there would be a marked increase in re-
location, but this has not been the case. If present 
trends hold, June will be slightly better than May. 
There are indications that changes in procedure for ap-
proval of temporary relocation assistance may have had 
something to do with the relocation rate not speeding up 
as expected. In spite of repeated explanations, the 
evacuees now say that it is practically impossible for 
a person to qualify for this assistance. Some seem to 
be waiting to see if the rules will be relaxed. There 
is also the belief on the part of some that schools of 
some kind will be opened this fall. Possibly they don't 
really think this will happen, but Just hope it will. 
The fact that the school property has been turned over 
to the Supply Section and that many of the teachers are 
leaving still has not convinced them for certain that 
there will be no school. Of course, the chief thing 
that slows relocation is that many of the people here 
do not believe the centers will close. This conviction 
does not seem to be based on any particular thing except 
that they simply don't believe that the W.R.A. or the 
Government will go that far. 

Changes in the Army Master List continue to come 
in. At the present time we have two residents in Step 2, 
17 in Step 3, 69 in Step 4, and two in Step 8. Until a 
month or two ago we had 31 people in Step  3. 



BM M M RL LOCATION CEHTER 
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For the first M l ^ s l n e e September 1942, the center popula-
tion dropped below when a special car left McGchee Friday 
night. Durln the week 110 terminal leaves were Issued; 29 wer e 
for return to California. Two terminal leaves have been Issued 
for relocation in this state. Both these men will far® near 
Little iiock, and several families plan to Join them soon. 

Thursday afternoon the Project Director held a conferenc e 
with most of the Section and Division heads to discuss plans f or 
closing the center. It was agreed that everyone present wou ld 
submit by Monday afternoon the problems of his particula r divis-
ion or section, and his recomesendatIons for solving the®. 

The major portion of Mr, Myer's teletype concerning the 
closing of the  units  at Gila and Poston was printed In the 
center paper the day after the information was received,  t  e 
were surprised  at  the lack of comment by the evacuees about  the 
announcement,  but we are of the opinion that it will be helpful 
In convincing them that the projects really are going to clos e. 

A meeting of the hospital staff was held this week to 
discuss relocation plans of key hospital workers, and it do-
ve  lo pad that all dsntists ana uoctors plan to relocate befo re 
the end of July. Some of these relocation plans say not be 
carried out on schedule, but most of the evacuee medical st aff 
will b€ gone by the end of July. 

A monument which has been erected in the center cemetary 
by the evacuees will be dedicated Sunday, June 24. The chi ef 
address till be ade by the Project director, and the Assista nt 
Project Director in charge of Cosaaunity Management will as sist 
in the unveiling. 

The father and sister of an evacuee soltfier who had been 
killed in France and posthumously awarded the Silver Star w ere 
taken to Camp Hob in sea near Little Rock Friday so that the 
father could receive the award. The Public Relations Off icer 
at Camp Robinson is releasing the story with pictures, a nd has 
agreed  to send then to selected newspapers In this area and in 
California. receive no official notice of events of this 
nature, but the officer in oomnand of the  1  illtary Police here 
notified us of this particular case since he had been reques ted 
by the officials at Camp Boblnson to loc tte the recipient. 

The Assistant Finance Officer has been detailed to the 
Grenada Center for five or six weeks to assist in bringing pr op-
erty records  up  to date In preparation for the closing of the 
centers. 

Rohwer  now  has  only  13 detainees  on the Army List. 
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During the past week  132 terminal leaves were issued; 
35  of  these were for return to California, One special coach 
of approximately 50 passengers left for the Vest coast area . 
Terminal leaves for the month of June total 523, a little 
less than the total for May.  167 of the people leaving in 
June returned to California, and most of these left on the 
four special coaches which were used during the month.  V/© 
were rather disappointed in the number of people leaving in 
June, but we expect the situation to improve somewhat in 
July and August. We believe that several factors contrib uted 
to the failure of relocation to increase this past month. 
Among these are the changes in procedure for approval of re -
settlement grants, the belief of some that if they wait a 
while longer they will be given more liberal assistance, and 
the failure of outside welfare agencies to approve with reas -
onable promptness, dependency cases. However, the chief 
deterrent to relocation still seems to be lack of belief on 
the part of center residents that the centers will close 
at the end of the year. 

As soon as Mr. Myer's teletype concerning the closing 
of the units at Gila and Poston was received, a copy was 
passed on to evacuee leaders, and representatives of the 
Council, the Block Managers and the Resettlement Planning 
Commission were invited to a conference with the Project 
Director which was held several days later. The date of 
the conference was set long enough in advance for evacuees 
to have an opportunity to discuss the contents of Mr. M yer's 
message, and a joint meeting of the Block Managers and the 
Councilmen was called for this purpose. At the time the 
evacuees were invited to the conference, the Project Direc tor 
tried to make it plain to them that their recommendations 
and suggestions should be based on the accepted fact that th e 
center was going to close not later than the end of the year. 
The meeting was disappointing in that they did not make their 
recommendations on this basis, but made them on the basis o f 
what they would like to have happen instead of what was real ly 
going to happen. Three main suggestions were made: (1) That 
no closing date for this center be announced until WRA polic y 
concerning those who remained in the centers was made publi c. 
(2) They requested a more liberal grant. (3) They asked that 
WRA establish several dispersal centers in areas where most of 
the center residents wish to go. They also predicted that 
there were 20,000 people in the centers who would not or coul d 
not leave. 
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Weekly Report (2) June 30, 1945 

This week an evacuee came to the Project Attorney'» 
office and requested that a power of attorney be drawn up 
so that a Caucasian friend in California could act as agen t 
in renting the evacuee's home. In discussing the situati on, 
the attorney learned that the home had been left in the care 
of the Caucasian friend at the time of evacuation and that 
it had been rented until recently, but was now vacant. The 
friend had written the center resident that the house was 
vacant, that the insurance would lapse because of vacancy, 
and urged the evacuee to come back and live in the house 
since there was plenty of work available in that neighborh ood. 
The attorney questioned the home owner as to why he did not 
return, since he did not seem to have an excuse for not doing 
so. The man finally stated that he knew he could go back to 
California, live in his home and get work, but that the 
government had brought him here and that he had a right to 
stay here until December  31. 

Now this case is by no means typical. In fact, it is 
the only one of the kind of which we have heard. But this 
does seem to be true. The thinking of many center residents 
appears to be colored in varying degrees with this same ki nd 
of philosophy. There are some who probably are as attached 
to life in the center as this man Is, and there are others 
who want to leave but cannot go out and make their own way 
without a guarantee of public assistance, which they do no t 
yet have because of slow approval of their cases by outsi de 
welfare agencies. In between these two groups we believe 
there are many other families who feel in varying degrees 
like the man who came to the Project Attorney's office. 

Along this same line, it is interesting to note the 
following paragraph taken from the minutes of the Council 
Meeting of June 25« 

"3« Mr. Narlta, Board of Education 

The board is planning to establish some kind 
of school to keep the children busy during 
and after summer vacation. If the plan can 
be carried out without any inconvenience the 
school may be opened in the first part of 
August. The board wants to take a census 
to know about how many children will enroll. 
The courses under consideration are Art, 
English, Mathematics, Physics, Spanish, 
U. S. History, Beginning Shorthand, Artificial 
Flower Making, and Flower Arrangement." 



Weekly  Report (3) June 30, 1945 

It was announced here Saturday by the Chief Medical 
Officer, after a conference with the Project Director, that 
only emergency cases will be accepted in the hospital after 
July 1. It was explained that this was necessary because 
the evacuee staff, both doctors and dentists, with the ex-
ception of one doctor, will leave the project by July 15. 
The Wednesday morning "Well-Baby" clinic for inoculations 
will continue, as will the Friday morning veneral disease 
clinic. The Chief Medical Officer has found several hos-
pitals in adjoining towns that will accept patients. T he 
most distant of these is in Pine Bluff, which is about 
fifty miles from here, and the nearest is in Dersott, about 
thirty miles from Rohwer. 
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a A / Terminal leaves for the week totaled 64; 10 of these 
were for return to California. A special car had been 
scheduled to leave for California on Friday, but this 
and five other cars which were scheduled for the rest  4 

of the month, were cancelled by the railroad because 
of army requirements. The cancellation of Friday's car 
is largely responsible for the drop in relocation this 
week, since the 60 passengers were forced to make new 
plans. For sometime we have been telling center resi-
dents that transportation will become more difficult, 
but they were inclined to dismiss these warnings as 
WRA propaganda. Now that the cancellations have oc-
curred we do not know what the final effect will be, 
but for the time being there is little doubt that re-
location will be slowed up. After time for consider-
ation, the people may take this as a warning of what 
is to come, and may advance their plans for relocation. 
On the other hand, they may take it as an excuse for 
not relocating, and sit back and wait for the WRA to 
do something about the situation. ,lthough we have 
explained that we are under no obligation to see that 
more special coaches are available and have warned the 
people repeatedly that the schedules may be cancelled, 
there is a likelihood that they will say that it is 
our responsibility to see that the coaches are provided. 
It will probably be two or three weeks before we can 
tell for certain what their attitude is going to be. 

It was recently announced that five mess halls 
will be closed next week, and that the residents of 
the blocks concerned will take their meals in adjoin-
ing mess halls. Others will probably be closed before 
the end of the month. 

It has been decided that adult English classes and 
Sewing classes will be discontinued at the end of July. 
The sewing machines that have been in use in the blocks 
will be picked up and returned to the warehouse, but a 
few will be kept in Block 42 for the use of those who 
wish to sew for their families. An evacuee will be in 
charge of this room, but there will be a definite under-
standing that no sewing classes will be held. 



Weekly  Report ( 2 ) Week Ending Apri l 59, 1945 

The Resettlement Planning Commission has recently 
completed two surveys concerning relocation. One was to 
determine the area of relocation preferred by center 
residents. It showed that more than half the people here 
wish to return to California, and that a fourth of them 
preferred to return to the Los Angeles area. Most of 
those who did not wish to return to the West coast indi-
cated that they would like to relocate in the Middle West 
and the East. The purpose of the other survey was to 
find out how many people in the center could qualify for 
relocation assistance under the new procedure. According 
to this, only 119 families could definitely qualify, and 
45 others might possibly do so. The results 'of the second 
survey, in particular, are rather questionable, because 
those who conducted it are contending that practically no 
one can qualify for resettlement assistance under pres ent 
regulations, and this attitude probably colored the manner 
in which the information was obtained. 

The Community Analyst has also completed a survey 
with the assistance of the Block iwianagers, in an effort 
to see what the attitude of the people is toward reloca-
tion. According to this tabulation, 36$ of the adults 
here were opposed to relocation, 37% were not opposed 
but had no plans, 19$ expected to relocate by September 30, 
and Q% plan to relocate by Lecember 31« The accuracy of 
this survey is also doubtful because the answers of the 
people were undoubtedly influenced by the Block  Uana;  ers 
and other leaders, many  of.  whom contend it is impossible 
for a large part of the people to leave the center. 

Two tuberculosis cases, who were bed patients, 
returned this week to the West coast after being accept ed 
by an institution in California. Local acceptance of 
cases of this type has been slow and we hope that this is 
an Indication that this situation will improve. 
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The Director 1« announcement of the closing of the Centers 
was received at approximately 4100 p.  a.»  «July 12. Copies of the 
message were made Immediately and sent to each Block Manag er 1« 
office with the request that they be read  in  the mess halls at 
the evening meal, This was done except in a few blocks where 
the Manager was out of his office and did not receive the an nounce-
ment that afternoon. The message  was  printed in full» in  both 
Japanese  and  laglish» in Saturday 1* issue of the Center  paper* 
The paper also  carried  a statement  by  the  Project Director. 

As of Saturday night there was very little noticeable 
reaction among the evacuees to the announcement of the clos ing 
dates. Little discussion of the matter has been heard. The 
attitude at this time seems to be one of acceptance and resi gnation. 
There probably is resentment on the part of some but no one has 
heard it expressed. If there is going to be any organized 
opposition this has not become evident. On the other hand, s everal 
evacuees have been heard to say that they had guessed our clo sing 
date would be some time in JTovember. Business at the Re location 
office Saturday was on the increase. However, much of this w as 
probably due to the fact that it had been announced that th ere 
was a possibility that a special train to the West Coast m i^it be 
available soon. 

Information concerning evacuee reaction wae requested 
from twenty or twenty-five of the appointed personnel w ho have 
the closest contact and who are on the most Intimate terms wit h 
center residents. The answers from all these are practic ally 
unanimous—little reaction, no opposition or resentment, and 
general acceptance. 

This should be kept in m 4.nd, however. People in this 
center have always been slow to react to good or bad news. Th e 
attitude here has not really had time to crystallie. It will 
be another week or two before we can be certain what stand t he 
people will take. At this time we are inclined to be optimi stic. 
Particularly if arrangements can be made for the special tr ains 
that we have been requesting. 

It was announced Triday that  a  special train might  be 
obtained for return to  the Veet  Coast  araa.  This announcement  was 
published in Saturday*s paper. By Saturday night 360 peopl e 
had signed up to leave on this train the week of July  22 if  it 
becomes available. Center residents are apparently begin ning to 
appreciate the advantages of special transportation. 



Weekly Report <2) July 14. 1945 

Terminal leaves for the veek totaled 141; 56 of these 
were for fceturn to California. The previous veek only 64 termin al 
leaves were issued. This was the week the special cars were 
cancelled. 

Few complaints are being heard from the evacuees "because 
of curtailment of hospital and medical services. One surgi cal 
and two -paternity cases were sent to outside hospitals thi s week. 
The chief problems in the present arrangement are a scarci ty of 
skilled  aatadaae*  drivers and the had mechanical condition of 
some of the ambulances. Services at the outside hospitals have 
he en satisfactory. The new lead turse has arrived and i s now on 
duty. 

Surplus property declarations are heing made at the rate 
of approximately one every day. 
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fhe attitude ©f the people here to the announcement of the 

closing dates of the center« is still that of acceptance, there 
are  BO indications of general resentment er organized fpposltlo n. 
fhe announcement caused little excitement and no great co ncern. 
There is little public discussion of the miter by the evacue es, 
that Is. in the r̂eeence of the appointed etaff. On the other hand* 
much »ore t lk of relocation and relocation planning i s heard. 
There has been a substantial Increase in unscheduled int erviews 
at the  fielocatlon  and Velfare offices. There is no doubt that Mr. 
Myer's statement has given real imnetus to relocation. E emarks 
like these are typicalt 

•Everyone In our block Is making plans to get out before sc hool 
starts* 11 "All the centers are going to close and everyone is 
Baking plans to leave as soon as he can" 

A good example of the effect of the announcement Is the ch ange 
In attitude of the evacuee employees of the fire department. . fhle 
group hrs always been pretty much "anti-relocation.* A few days 
after the closing dates were announced practically all of t hese men 
were talking relocation, where before it had hardly been mentioned. 
Two workers, ufeo had no previous relocation l̂ans, resigne d suddenly 
in order to leave on the special train next week. The head of the 
Mess Section reports that all his office *"Orkers are ta lking relocation 
except one. 

We do not believe there is any organised opposition nov or 
in the making. This requires real leaders and ve hare had fe w if any 
In the center for the past year or so. This lack of leadershi p has 
been a handicap to relooatien but Is also has its advantages i n that 
it makes real opposition less likely. A fev remarks like these have 
been heard* "JX  v 0  ovacuees were to stick together the government 
could not kick us out." "What we ought to do Is organize and t hen 
they could not close the centers." These remarks are not ty pical and 
were not made by people of real Influence. It Is Interestin g to 
note that the terms "IX we sttek together." and "We ou^ht to o rganize" 
were used and it was not said that this had been done or was g oing 
to be done. 

A summary of the Council minutes for July 19 contains the 
following paragraphs* 



Weekly fieport (S) July 21. 1946 

"Mr. Myer ha« given ns the 4»%« of closing this center. This 
center is the last to be ifcosed. The vein reaons are »aid to b e that 
this center is located re*iotest fro» California, and It re cuires 
more tir« for the residents to  fcaturn  than for the people living In 
other centers, and that when Jerome Center was closed last  year, vost 
of the old people and the sick persons were brought here. It wi ll 
require sose extra time to resettle these people. 

Discussions: 
» 

1. Petition to be made to Mr. Myer. 

fhe Canal center of Gila Project has sent us a  covy of 
petition consisting of 15 articles «ado by that center to 
Mr. Myer. Bohwer Council agreed to draw its own Dotltlon 
again and send It directly to Mr. Myer. 

A special committer was created. The committee together 
with the Besettlevent Planning Commission will study end 
formulate our petition as soon as possible. 

fhe following fire were recommended and approved by the 
council. 
(Saves) 
Five more are expected from the manager group," 

We believe that these statements indicate acceptance much more 
than opposition and that the special committee and the prop osed 
petition are mostly a face o*iNilî esture on the pert of the c ouncil. 
They know that center residents oxovct something of this na ture from 
them. 

In considering the present situation this should «¿ways be 
kept in mind. There is still an inert group here composed of a 
substantial number of people who do not want to relocate. P reeeure 
is the only thing that will make them leave. Some have reloc ation 
Plans that will be used  it  they have to, some have nc T?lans at all, 
but all want to stay here if they can. All of this group and man y 
of those who already have definite plans for leaving, are wat ching 
developments at Granada. Several have been heard to say. " Let's 
see what happens at Grenada.• Many more are thinking this b ut not 
saying it. The WEA is on the spot. If there is any sign of weak ening 
on our part in closing that center it will do great harm to rel ocation 
of all centers. When Granada is actually closed and when the residue 
of residents, if any, is not sent to another center, we are confident 
that we can have this center emptied by December 15. 
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If maiy concession» are «ad* at  frranada  maay people #111 net leave 

her«. 

This week 90 terminal leaves were issued. With the departu re 
•f the eimoUl train for the Weet Coaet  area,  next  week should break 
all records for this project, the special train was obtain ed at 
a very opportune time, the center closing announcement had Just 
been made» a week or two before that all special coaches had b een 
vaneelled and transportation difficulties had been stre ssed by the 
radio and ores*. Information was received late «hursday a fternoon 
that the train wouldbba available. A special issue of the Ce nter 
paper gave some of the details ?riday. As of Saturday night a pproxi-
mately 440 people had signed to leave on the train. Plans har e been 
worked out for picking up bagga*e and freight and for loading . 
The departure time is 9:00 A. M.» July 26. Some of those w ho hare 
registered for the train are cancelling but new requests ne arly 
equal concellatioas. Io mention has been made of the possi bility 
of another special train because there would hawe been a s trong 
inclination on the part of many to delay their departure. *h e second 
train in Misast will be announced as soon as we are eure there w on t 
be many cancellations because of it. With the special t rain «roup, 
it seems now that approximately 776 people will relocate in July. 
About one-half of these will return to the West «east. Seven teen 
indefinite leave« have bean issued for relocation near Li ttle Hock 
and six more family heads are now in that section on short ter m leave 
mad we expect them to monvert to indefinite. 
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Reaction among the evacuees to the announcement of the 
closing dates of the centers is still favorable. There is no 
indication of widespread resentment or organized opposi tion. 
As far as we can tell, there are no signs that there is lik ely 
to be any kind of,a "sit-down" attitude in the last days o f the 
center. It i3 true that there are a few who say they are not 
going to leave until they are forced to do so, but they see m 
to speak as individuals and not as part of a definite grou p. 
It is also interesting and encouraging to note that some o f 
those who have insisted all along that they could not or woul d 
not leave, did leave on very short notice on the special tra in 
this week. There are still scattered predictions that 2,0 00 
or 2,500 people will bo left here on the closing day. There 
are also people who insist that they, and  u&ny others, cannot 
leave but it is our opinion th  it  most of this is just talk* 
&any of the so called leaders are in this group, but we be-
lieve they are still trying to bargain. The average center 
resident is talking relocation and is 'making plans to leav e. 

The Community Analyst reports that five or six Issei have 
recently tola him that they think more than J0% of the peopl e 
will leave but that something less than $0%, maybe 20%, 30^ or 
40$, do not think all the centers can or will close and that 
those left here -will be transferred to some center that wi ll 
be open for the duration. This group claims there is simply 
no housing for the people in the centers and that the govern-
ment will not force people to leave when they have no housin g. 
A request that one of the cooks at the,hospital made of the 
dietician indicates how some of the people are thinking. T his 
man asked the dietician for a letter of reference which was t o 
be used to help him get a similar job when he transferred to 
another project when Kohwer closed. The Special Council C om-
mittee has been working on a new petition to the Director. T h© 
following is taken from a su^uary of the Council minutes of 
July 23« 

"7. Mr. Narita, Co  i?  ittee for Drawing Petition to 
Mr. Myer. 

" This Committee met on Thursday and Saturday 
last week and formulated 10 of 12 requests of the 
Rohwer Center* These requests will be published 
on che Outpost as soon as the committee is ready." 

We do not yet know what the requests are. 
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The most important event of the week was the departure 
of a special train Thursday, July 26th, with 417 passenge rs 
for the "est coast area. The train consisted of 7 day coa ches, 
a pullman, 2 baggage cars, and a diner. One coach left the 
train at Lodi; 2 coaches and a baggage car at Stockton; 2 coach es 
at Fresno; and 2 coaches, a baggage car and the pullman went on 
to Los Angeles. The WRA representative on the trip is Robert A . 
Allison, Assistant Relocation Program Officer. The bagg age cars 
were spotted on the project siding Wednesday morning, and the 
checked baggage was picked up and loaded that day. Eight  trucks, 
each of which was accompanied by two members of the appointe d 
personnel, picked up the baggage in the blocks, listed it, 
cheeked it, and gave the checks to the owners. It was picke d up 
and loaded in reverse order to the unloading of the passeng ers. 
That is, Los Angeles and Stockton bagg^g® was loaded first, and 
the baggage of those going to Salt Lake City, Pueblo, Lodl, etc., 
was loaded last so that it could be unloaded first when passe n-
gers for these points left the train. A baggage crew was o rgan-
ized from among the passengers to help in unloading at the di f-
ferent stops so that the people could receive their baggage  as 
soon as they left the train. The train reached Rohwer abou t 
7*30 A.M. Thursday and the trucks left the Administration 
Building to pick up the passengers at 8*00 o'clock. Loading 
started at 8:15 and was completed at 9*10* and the train.pull ed 
out immediately. The whole operation was carried out sm oothly 
and without great difficulty. The train was scheduled to r each 
Los Angeles July 29* We were well pleased with the  way  the move-
ment was carried out. 

Notice of departure was rather short but this was offset 
by the fact that many people had previously signed up to retu rn 
to the lest coast on the special coaches that were cancelled , and 
they were glad to get the unexpected opportunity to leave o n the 
special train. 

The day before the train left it was announced that there 
was a possibility that there would be a second train about t he 
midale of August, and the evacuees were urged to come in and 
sign up not later than noon, July 29, so that we could use thes e 
registrations in justifying a second train. We were afraid to 
mention before that time that there might be another train b e-
cause of the likelihood of a great number of cancellations  after 
it was known that there would possibly be another group mov ement. 
Even as it was, there were widespread rumors that there wou ld be 
another train and there were a number of cancellations bec ause of 
them. The cancellations were offset, in part, by last min ute ap-
plications. 
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The total number of terminal leaves for the week was 465. 
During the month of July, it is estimated that a total of 775 ' 
terminals will be issued and that conversions will bring th e 
figure up to approximately 800. Considerably more tha n 50$ of 
these are returning to California, 

We are confident that we will have enough passengers by 
the middle of August for another special train to the est coas t. 
However, it is rather difficult to get the people to commit them-
selves very far in advance of leaving. As of Saturday at no on, 
14u passengers had been processed to return on an August train if 
one becomes.available. A special bulletin was issued Wedne sday 
urging everyone who wished to return to the Vest coast area to 
sign up for this train at once, and the regular bulletin is sued 
Saturday carried a statement by the Project Director exp laining 
why it was so important for center residents to take advant age 
of special transportation 0 portunities. 

Workers in the Relocation Office are going through their 
files and are picking out cases where families have not come i n 
for interviews or have not come in for sometime, and are maki ng 
a special effort to interview these people to find out what their 
plans are and to encourage them to make some kind of relocati on 
plans or bring their plans up to date. Satisfactory progres s is 
being made in obtaining information about where each.fa mily wishes 
to relocate ana we believe that this data will be complete by the 
September 1st deadline. 

The Army List sho?:s that this project now has only 52 
people in Step 4, 10 in St6p 3, 2 in Step  2, and 1 in Step 8. 
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The net center population is now below the 4,000 mark. 
As of midnight, August 3rd, the net population was 3*974. 
This total does not include 109 people now out on short term 
leave. The effect of the special train to the West coast 
area last month, and the announcement that another train wil l 
be available this month, can be seen in relocation figures f or 
the week. For this period, 59 terminal leaves were issued , 
but only four of these were for return to California. The 
trains have practically eliminated individual relocation  to 
the West coast, and they have also lowered relocation in th e 
weeks between them. There is no doubt that the special train s 
will increase the-percentage of returns to California in t he 
long run, however. There has been little change here in the 
reaction of the evacuees toward the announcement that t he 
center would close. If there is any difference at all in 
their attitude on this subject, it has been for the better. 
The Relocation Program Officer reports that there had been 
an increasing number of people relocating who formerly said 
that they could not or would not leave the center. Others 
have also left who had not made such statements as these, 
but who had never disclosed that they had any definite plan s 
for leaving. It is his opinion that there had been in the 
last week an increase in the amount of relocation talk, a nd 
that practically everyone is now convinced that the cent er 
is going to close by December 15» This is also the opinion 
of most of the other appointed personnel who have close con -
tacts with the evacuees. 

At the 108th Regular Meeting of the Community Council, 
July 30th, it was again announced that a petition was bei ng 
forwarded to Mr. Myer by the headquarters of the All-Cente r 
Conference. We are not familiar with the contents of the 
petition, other than the fact that it protests against ce r-
tain phases of the WRA plan to close the center December 15 . 
The Council fully agreed with the requests drawn up by the 
All-Center Conference and unanimously decided to supp ort the 
requests wholeheartedly and to wire Topaz at once. 

The former chairman of the Community Council, who has 
been gone for the past two months on short term leave, came 
back to the center this week to make plans to leave with his 
family within a short time. He stated that in his opinion 
there-would be only five or six hundred people here on Dece m-
ber 1. This means that he thought there would be that many 
people who would not make any kind of relocation plan and 
would stay here until they were forced out. When he gave 
this estimate, he had no knowledge of future WRA plans for 
moving cases of this kind, and this opinion was quite a con-
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trast to those of some of the other center residents who have 
maintained that this group would total 2,000 or 2,500. 

Plans are developing favorably for the second special 
train, which will leave sometime the week of August 12. The 
tentative date has been set for the  17th. There is an incli-
nation on the part of some of the residents to delay prepar a-
tions for leaving until the exact date of the departure ha s 
been announced, but this has not proved to be a serious h andi-
cap. The exact date would be helpful, though, in making ad-
vance freight shipments. At the close of work August  3, 322 
people had registered to return to the West coast area on' 
this train. All but twenty or thirty of these have made all 
necessary arrangements except for matters concerning th e 
handling of freight and baggage. The largest group, 141, wil l 
go to the Los Angeles area; 55 will go to Stockton; 35 to 
Fresno; 35 to Los Angeles; 2b to San Francisco; 16 to the 
Denver and Pueblo area; and the remainder will be scattere d 
in Utah, Nevada and other western sections. We do not yet 
have enough people registered to fill a pullman who can' 
qualify for this privilege, but we believe there will be 
more cases of this type when the exact date of the depart-
ure has been announced. If only a reasonable number is lac k-
ing for the pullman, it is planned to fill the vacant berth s 
with borderline cases. 

Suggestions concerning the second train have been re-
ceived from the WRA representative who went with the group i n 
July. He reports that it is advisable for WRA to provide a 
representative to go with each special train, and he was also 
of the opinion that it was essential for a railroad represen -
tative to be present at all times. This representative s hould 
travel the whole route of his railroad system and a new man 
should not come on at every division point. Meals and diner 
service provided by the Missouri Pacific line were not at 
all satisfactory, but good service was given by the Souther n 
Pacific and the Western Pacific. It was also recommended t hat 
an attempt be made to get the dining car to serve dinner and 
lunches at approximately $1.00 each, and breakfast for 7 5^ or 
800. An evacuee doctor who returned to California on the 
July train proved very helpful, and it was suggested th at an 
attempt be made to have a doctor on the next train. Since 
there is only one evacuee doctor left in the center, ana 
since there is little possibility that he will relocate in 
California, we do not know how this suggestion can be follow-
ed. All checked baggage for the July train was transported 
in two baggage coaches, and it was planned to remove the 
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baggage of each group when they left the train enroute. Som e 
difficulty was encountered in handling this quantity of bag-
gage in the time allowed for stops, so an attempt will be made 
to check some of the baggage for the next train in advance of 
departure. It was suggested that all checked baggage goin g 
to Los Angeles be put into one car, and that it be taken to 
a WRA warehouse on Its arrival. The owners could then claim 
it at their convenience. 

The -elfare Section has received instructions from the 
Washington office not to aid in the transportation of conti nu-
ing  t  elfare cases until acceptance of these  cases  has been as-
sured by the local welfare agencies at the point of relocat ion. 
This instruction, if strictly followed, would greatly r etard 
relocation of cases of this type. Some of these cases have 
been leaving here before acceptance is assured, and have ex -
pressed willingness to take their chances with the local 
agencies after their arrival at the point of relocation. 
Action on these cases by the local agencies is delayed so 
frequently and so long that many cases will remain in the 
center much longer than they normally would if they must h ave 
prior approval before relocation grants can be made. 

The Center Librarian, who has also been doing an ex-
cellent job lately supervising the relocation library, wi ll 
leave the center for other employment sometime In the week 
of August 19, and it is planned to close the library a few 
days before her departure. The Center Co-op is also making 
plans to close its stores within a short time. 

An Army Reviewing Team is scheduled to arrive at the 
center on August 7 and will start hearings the next day. 
Ten of these are scheduled at this time. 

Although it was announced in the latter part of June 
that hospital and medical treatment would be confined to 
emergency cases, there has been a tendency on the part of 
the evacuees to insist that almost any case was an emergen cy. 
Some 0.5. cases have deliberately become emergency cases by 
waiting until the last minute before going to the hospita l. 
It was announced in the August 4th issue of the center bul-
letin that the term "emergency" will be strictly interpre ted 
and a paragraph of Administrative Order No.  286 was quoted 
in support of this policy. Saturday afternoon a committee 
of evacuees met with the Acting Project Director, the Ass ist-
ant Project Director in charge of Community Management, an d 
the Chief Medical Officer and the question of what consti tuted 
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an emergency was discussed. The Chief Medical Officer ex-
plained in detail the problem facing the hospital and the 
medical staff, and it is believed that an understanding wa s 
reached as to what would constitute an emergency. In o rder 
to make certain that proper transportation of cases to out-
side hospitals would be available one of the ambulances has 
recently been completely overhauled and is kept at the mo tor 
pool and not used except for transportation of cases outsid e 
the center. In this way, it can be maintained in good con-
dition and will always be available when needed. 
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled  70. Very f e w ^ J ^ f ^ 
ox tnese were for return to the West coast area, since  1  J 
practically all of the people who plan to return to'tha t 
section will leave on the second special train August  17. 

Satisfactory progress is being made in obtaining 
registrations for the train next week. 389 people have 

, been processed and are ready to leave, and 10 or 15 more 
are making final arrangements. Twenty pullman cases have 
signed up, and we believe that there will be enough pas-
sengers who can qualify for this type of transoortation 
to justify a pullman. By Friday at noon the destination 
of most of tne people wa/Tfollows: Los Angeles,  154: 
Stockton, 64; Lodi, 57; Fresno, 44; Sacramento, 28: Sa lt 
Lake City, 17; Pueblo, 14. All in these groups are not 
going^strictly to the cities mentioned, but will go to 
those cities ana the surrounding areas. The remainder of 
the passengers who had registered by Friday will be scat-
tered in small towns throughout the West* Additional 
registrations will doubtless foliow this distribution. 

4 u  A s w e r e P° r t e d  last week, it was recommended by 
the /RA representative on the July train that a doctor 
accompany the next group. Since no evacuee doctor is 
available for the second train, it is now planned to 
send an appointed nurse who will look after the pullman 
cases, and also give assistance to others. This'plan 
should work out very well, since some of the pullman 
cases will need a nurse anyway. 

As of Saturday night, 110 people had been granted 
terminal le'aves since the first of the month. We expect 
more than 400 to leave on the special train, but it is 
doubtful wheth* r there will be 300 additional terminal 
departures for the rest of August. Consequently, we ex-
pect relocation in August to be slightly under the figu re 
ior July, however, we do not expect a serious decline in 
relocation, and the attitude of the people continues to 
be good. For example, all day Friday the Relocation of-
lice was crowded with people making future plans or 
iinal arrangements for leaving. Good progress is being 
made by the Relocation Division in obtaining information 
as to where center residents wish to go and when they 
plan to leave. We expect this tabulation to be completed 
by the September 1 deadline. 
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We are watching one Block here with special In-
terest. No one left from this Block on the July train. Only 
one family signed up to go on the August train, and this fam-
ily cancelled Saturday. Consequently, we think there may be 
some opposition here. 

Administrative Instruction Ho. 289 is being repro-
duced in full in Japanese and in English and will be dis-
tributed Monday or Tuesday. We agree that it would have been 
better to have had more information on housing possibilitie s 
before this was released, and we expect some reaction from 
the evacuees, but do not think there will be any serious 
difficulty. We are also of the opinion that the shock will 
aid relocation. It is another good indication that the Cen -
ters are actually going to close, regardless of the attit ude 
of some of the people, and when the residents are convinced 
of this it certainly will help the program. 

In spite of the delapidated coaches, inadequate 
meals served by the Missouri Pacific Railroad, and the 
poor servicing of the coaches, the July train was a success. 
The WRA train representative especially commented upon the 
cooperation of Mr. Charles Miller, Area Supervisor of the 
San Francisco office. The train rider requested Mr. Miller 
to have a representative board the train in Sacramento. 
Consequently, a Reports Officer and District Relocation 
Officers from Sacramento, Stockton and Fresno got on the 
train at Sacramento and these men proved to be very helpful . 
For example, by the time two coaches and a baggage car had 
been dropped off at Stockton, the Relocation Officer in 
that town had taken charge of all the people in the two 
coaches and assumed responsibility for caring for them and 
unloading the baggage. Plans have been worked out with all 
Western Area offices, with the exception of the one in 
Los Angeles, for Relocation Officers to board the train 50  or 
J00 liles before their destinations are reached and by the 
time the train arrives and the people and their baggage 
have been cheeked by the Relocation Officers, much of the 
preparation for unloading will be completed. This not only 
helps the WRA train rider, but also gives the evacuees con-
fidence in the assistance offered by the WRA. Our repre-
sentative on the first train stated that soldiers, sailors 
and marines were the friendliest and most considerate 
groups that were encountered on the trip. This attitude 
also gives the returnees confidence. He also said that the 
account of the Hearst Press of the arrival of the train was 
very prejudiced and inaccurate. On the way back from the 
West coast, he stopped at St. Louis and talked with the 
Missouri Pacific officials there about the kind of service 
this railroad had provided, and the officials agreed to see 
that the situation was corrected. 
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The Community Council has appointed a new chairman 
for the Education Committee, which is attempting to organiz e 
an unaccredited school at this center. The committee is now 
planning to ask the assistance of outside neople in obtain-
ing school books. Among these is Dr. J. Hunter, former 
head of the Community Management Division here. The com-
mittee is also planning to request that school rooms be 
provided when the Project Director returns from his va-
cation next week. 

The Community Analyst reports that the favorable 
war news, and especially the entry of Russia on our side, 
has very definitely caused general depression among the 
Issei population of this center. It is interesting to note 
that even some of the Nisei have been heard to say that the 
atomic bomb was just some more propaganda, but there seems 
to be no doubt on the part of the people here that Russia 
is now one of our active allies. 

The Appeals Board of the Western Defense Command 
arrived Tuesday afternoon, August Hearings will be 
held through August 13, and the board will depart for £an 
Francisco the following day. Hearings are being held 
only for those who had advance notices. 
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As of Saturday night the Center population was 3,443. 
During the week 451 terminal leaves were issued. This-is 
slightly below the week of July 22, when terminals totale d 
465. The second special train for the Western area left 
the Center at 10:30 AM, August 17, with  386 passengers a-
board.  366 of these were terminal leaves and the remainder 
were short term and visitors. Most of these people retu rned 

__ to California, although some stopped in Colorado and Utah . 
f  The majority of the California returnees went to Stockton, 

Lodi and Los Angeles areas. It was thought that we could 
fill seven day coaches in addition to the pullman but, be-
cause of late cancellations, we were not able to do this 
and one of the coaches was dropped off in Little Rock. 
Forty-eight people cancelled their return on the train afte r 
they had been processed for departure. Some of these can-
cellations were justified, but some were not. The peopl e 
here have been warned repeatedly that project officials ob -
ligated themselves in advance to fill a certain number of 
coaches, that railroad equipment is released on this basis 
and that it jeopardizes our chances for other special tra ins 
if we are not able to make full use of this equipment. Be-
cause of the danger of cancellations, we are reluctant to 
talk about special trains in the future, at least until th e 
current train has actually left. People are still incli ned 
to wait for the next train. 

Picking up of freight belonging to passengers on 
this train was started the latter part of last week and 
loading was completed by Saturday of this week. The Cali-
fornia freight is being handled by the Universal Carloading 
Company. We give each family a separate bill of landing, 
and we pay on the basis of an LCL shipment. The company re-
ceives a bill of lading for carload lots, and these cars are 
broken at San Francisco and Los Angeles and door to door de-
livery is then made by the company. This arrangement does 
not save the government any money on the freight bill but 
it does provide free door to door delivery for the return-
ees. The company has agreed to furnish this same service 
for Washington and Oregon if desired. Shipments to state s 
other than those on the West Coast are made as they have 
been in the past. We are having some difficulty in main-
taining evacuee work crews that are large enough to pick 
up the freight in the blocks. All checked baggage was 
picked up and loaded the  day.  before the train left. As has 
been done in the past, two of the appointed personnel accom-
panied each truck and attached the checks and verified the 
baggage lists to see that no error was made. 
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The attitude of center residents toward relocation and 
the closing of the center is still good. In fact, it seems to 
be improving and the Relocation and Welfare offices are cro wded 
with people asking for relocation, information, and maki ng plans 
for leaving. The minutes of the Community Council indicate s till 
more strongly that the center closing has been accepted as a 
settled fact. In discussing the departure of the second spe cial 
train, one girl remarked that she did not expect very many 
people to come out to see the train leave because everyone 
would be at home packing. Of course, this was not strictly true 
but the remark gives some idea of the way the people are think-
ing. Housing is still the big problem, and any new aid on tha t 
point would be a real help to relocation. Administrative No -
tice 289 was reproduced' in full in Japanese and English i n a 
special edition of the Relocation Bulletin, but we have n ot had 
any repercussions from it, as we thought we might. No commit tees 
have called on the Project Director because of It. The Cou ncil 
Minutes remark that unaer these instructions "departur e is al-
most compulsory." 

The news that Japan had surrendered ;as received here 
with mixed emotions. There is no doubt that for most of t he 
Issei it was a terrific shock. Many of them expected a ne-
gotiated peace up until the last. Even last Friday (Aug. 1?) 
a parolee referred to the "false rumor of Tuesday". After 
the surrender announcement, a few told relocation advisers 
that they did not plan to leave the center until they saw 
how the war turned out. The entrance of Russia on the Allied 
side de ressed the Issei much more than the news of the ato mic 
bomb. Many considered the latter merely propaganda, and at 
least a few of the Nisei thought the same thing. 

The head of Community Activities approached some of 
the Issei leaders on Saturday, August  11,  on the subject of a 
peace celebration program when Japan's surrender was annou nced. 
All those contacted thought the older group would not be In-
terested in such a ceremony, but expressed the opinion t hat 
it would be appropriate for the Nisei to take part. Conse- • 
quently, a program was worked out with several Nisei Satu rday 
night, and a bulletin announcing the event was prepared to  be 
distributed when the surrender announcement came. Care was 
taken that "peace" rather than "victory" was stressed in t he 
program. The bulletin announcement was given to the Block 
Managers Wednesday morning and the program, which had been 
announced at the Christian Church service on Sunday (of cou rse, 
the exact date could not be given then), was held Wednesday 
afternoon at 4:00 PM. Several Nisei and one Buddhist prie st, 
an Issei, participated. 

The program was planned to fortify the Nisei against 
the pessimism of the Issei, and was exceptionally well done. 
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The trouble was, there were only a halt dozen or so Issei 
present, and the total evacuee attendance besides those on the 
program was between 20 and 25» We and the evacuee participant s 
were very much disappointed at the lack of response by center 
residents. 

It is true that the advance publicity was not of the 
best. The Block Managers did not make the announcement, as 
far as we know. It is doubtful if many posted the announce-
ment bulletins. However, many of the evacuees did know that 
the ceremony was to be held and simply ignored it. A specia l 
report is being prepared on the reaction of the people here 
and will be forwarded to the Director within a few days. 

The Center Library will close August 31. One Co-op 
canteen closed August 15 and another will close September 1st. 
A liquidation sale will be held September 1 to September 1 5. 
The greatest problem with dead stock concerns $4,000 wort h of 
shoes. The Army Appeal Board left August 14, after conductin g 
twelve hearings. One of the members Indicated that many o f 
these would be cleared. 

Practically all the appointed personnel worked the 
two days after the Japanese surrender because of the special 
train that left Friday. Compensatory leave is being given 
those who worked during this period® 
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ROHWER RELOCATION CENTER 
WEEKLY REPORT 
WEEK ENDING AUGUST 25, 1945 

Although only 6l people were issued terminal 
leaves during the week, it was the best period that we have 
had for relocation. By Saturday at noon a total of 399 per-
sons had signed requests for departures. This does not me an, 
of course, that they left, but it does mean that they are 
going within a short time, that a definite date of depart-
ure has been set and that they are being processed in prep-
aration for leaving. On Thursday 98 people requested term-
inal leave and on Friday there were 101. 

It has been announced that another special train 
will leave here for the West coast area on September 7, and 
prospects for filling it are excellent. As of Friday night, 
285 passengers had signed up. A recruiter from Seabrook 
Farms came to the project a few days ago, and his visit has 
resulted in a considerable increase in interest in the S ea-
brook offer. Thirteen individuals have already registere d 
to accept this employment, and we hope that there will be 
enough interest to justify a special coach sometime durin g 
the first week in September, The second special train from 
this center arrived in California after a satisfactory tr ip, 
with the exception that it was 34 hours late. The WRA rep-
resentative has reported that meals and service in genera l 
were better than those provided for the first train. Two 
or three evacuee labor recruiters have also been here, and 
one or two of them appear to have a good chance of taking 
out a substantial number of workers. These men are workin g 
for California companies. The Relocation Officer from New 
Orleans spent several days here, but there is still not a 
great deal of interest in relocation in the South. Howeve r, 
one of the men who is farming near Little Rock came down 
looking for four more families, and one other group has just 
about closed a deal for relocation in the Little Rock area 
and if they leave they will take several families with them . 

Interviews by the Relocation Division to determine 
where people wish to relocate and what they plan to do are 
making good progress. 372 of these were held during the week 
and Relocation workers report that response to notices is 
nearly 100$. 

Four mess halls were closed this week, making 
a total of 15 that have suspended operations. It is now 
planned to keep 9 mess halls open until the project closes, 
or until some of the blocks are consolidated. 



Weekly  Report (2) August 25, 1945 

Assistance was given a father who went to Little 
Rock to receive the Silver Star which had been posthumously 
awarded his son who had been killed in Germany. The news-
papers gave the incident appropriate publicity. 

An evacuee truck driver was slugged in McGehee by 
a local businessman after the driver was alleged to have cro wd-
ed the attacker off the highway. The businessman has been u n-
usually nice to the people here, and it seems probably that the 
boy was guilty of a flagrant violation of traffic regulation s. 
The incident did not create a great deal of excitement, eithe r 
at the center or at McGehee. Although the boy talked for a time 
as if he were going to bring charges against the Caucasian, w e 
think it is doubtful that he will do this because we believe  he 
was probably in the wrong and one charge would bring on anoth er. 
We have also been informed that the attacker has already p led 
guilty and has paid a nominal fine. 
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The net population  oi  the Center  as  of Saturday night 
September 1, was 3263; the gross figure, which includes thos e 
out on short term was 3338. Terminal leaves for August reac hed 
750. This is a little better than we had expected at the first 
of the month. This figure does not include conversions. Ter -
minal leaves for the week totalled 122. By Saturday at noon  519 
had signed uo for the special train of September 7. This is th e 
greatest number that has fcver signed for one train. 37 people 
have registered to go to Seabrook Farms and we still hope to get 
enough additions to justify a special coach. 

The two great deterrents to relocation are still (l) 
housing, and (2) the slow acceptance by local agencies of continuing 
welfare cases. If relief could be given on these two ooints w e 
"believe we could practically clear this center several wee ks be-
fore the deadline. The cancellation of exclusion notices sh ould 
encourage a good many families to leave. Information as to w hen 
and where the evacuees expect to relocate has been obtained and 
is nov being compiled and will be in the Washington office by the 
deadline, September 10. 

The Military Police were withdrawn last Saturday and we 
are now attempting to recruit two more appointed personn el to 
work at the gate and another for Internal Security. Two gat emen 
have already been employed and we expect to be able to get two 
more soon. Ten ouftfcfide laborers have also been hired. Ko st of 
these will work at the warehouses and with freight shipments . 
Chances seem to be good for us to get several stenographers and 
clerk-typists f v n the Pine Bluff Arsenal which is making a 
drastic reduction in personnel. 

The Center movie» which was operated by the Co-op. dis-
continued operations August 31. The Bry Goods Store and the 
remaining Canteen will close September 8 after a liquidat ion 
sale.. One shoe repair 6hop and one barber shop will remain 
open for the time being. The Co-op management hopes to disp ose 
of all its property end cash "by the end of Sovember. 

for  the time being, all sections and divisions will 
observe the 40 hours week except the hospital staff. It may be 
necessary for eome units such as Relocation and Welfare to wo rk 
longer hours later on. The 40 hour week for most of the project 
was recommended with this reservation in mind. 



KOHWIR RELOCATION CENTER 
WEEKLY BF.POP.T 
WEEK E'iDING SEPTEMBER 8, 194? 

The third special train left the Center September 
7, for the West Coast Area with 497 passengers aboard. 473 
of these were terminal leaves and 20 were short term people 
or visitors. This is the largest group that has ever left 
here at one time for relocation. The train consisted of two 
Pullman cars, one dinar, three baggage cars and seven day 
coaches. Terminal leaves for the week totalled 547. Only 
one of these was a conversion. As of Saturday night, the 
population of the Center was down to 2715* plus 75 or 80 out 
on short term. 

It is now planned to send out nother s eclal 
train  so;  e time in the last week of this m nth.  "  e are con-
fident that this can be done but re; istrations h^ve  •  ot yet 
advanced f .r enouga to decide this for certain. 

Hospital ana institutional eases are still giving 
us considerable concern. It would be much easier to move 
the; by special train because they would be assured oi a 
Pullman and would travel as a group. This would make it 
easier to care for them en route. e hope that every effort 
will be made to obtain acceptance of these cases by hospitals 
or other instituti ns as soon as possible. 

It now ppears that enough people will not go 
to Se&brook-soon to justify a special car. lowever, 40 
persons will leave for that destination within a short time. 
This group cursists of 1 or 12 families. 

Information from the recent survey to determine 
departure dates and destinations has been compiled and w as 
sent to the Washington Office the latter part of  t.  e week. 
Only 17 families indicated no departure dates. Four of thes e 
gave Japan as their choice of destinati n and two gave Tule 
Lake. Special interviews for these cases will be conducte d 
immediately. 

Because of the scarcity of help the number of 
evacuee workers in the bloc .s Is being reduced. These 
include block laborers, clerks and Janitors*  x he reduction 
is being inade only in blocks where  t\  e population is below 

. 125. 

People from Gila and Poston are showing real 
interest in the Wilson Plantation offer. It now seems 
fairly certain that so e of the evacuees will settle there . 
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ROHWER RELOCATION CI  NTER 
WEEKLY REPORT 
WKEK ENDING SEPTEMBER 15, 1945 

During the week 143 terminal leaves were issued: 
only seven of these were for return to California since 
practically all California returnees are traveling by 
special train. As of Saturday night the gross population 
of the center was 2640 and there were 75 or 80 people out 
on short term. Since the first of the year the opulation 
loss has been 4684. This takes into consideration births, 
deaths, seasonal returnees and admittances o" all kinds. 
A total of 1991 people have returned to California from 
R-.hwer since the "/est Coast was opened. 

By the end of the week 265 people had signed up 
to leave on the special train that is tentatively sched uled 
for September 23. Nearly 500 passengers left on the train 
of the 7th but we do not expect this next group to be as 
large, 'ihere are indications it may not exc.eed 400. For 
the p.,st two eeks business at the Relocation off  ice\  has 
been falling off. ¿ ! or example, after the train of August 
17 left, the office was crowded with people making plans 
to relocate. This ?̂ as not true after the last train and 
relocation for the coming week is expected to be unusually 
low. The reason for this slump is not known but it is 
possible that the people are waiting to see what happens 
at Granaaa. If the program is carried out there according 
to schedule we believe that there will be few people 
here who will be inclined to remain in this center until 
the last. 

The personnel problem here Remains difiicult. 
The greatest need is still for clerk-typists, clerk-
stenographers and firemen. Recruiting is still going on 
with fairly good success. -However, one of the war plants 
where we had hoped to get workers has advised us that 
they will net release their employees until the first of 
the year. The plant that is releasing workers naturally 
keeps its best people as long as it can.  Y. e  expect to 
employ additional fire protection men next week. 

Two jail sentences were imposed during the week. 
Each man was sentenced to two weeks.by the Project 
Director. One had been stealing property from one of the 
warehouses and the other was guilty of drunkenness and 
disturbing the eace. It was the third arrest for the 
latter and .he had formerly been arrested for drunkenness 
in McGehee, 

# Si 



Weekly Report (2) September 15, 194-5 

The Executive Secretary of the Council, who is 
also a member of the Relocation Planning Commission, left 
the center recently to Investigate relocation opportuni ties 
especially for families who have practically no funds. Most 
of*these people are trying to find a suitable place to 
farm and at this time a Georgia proposition seems to be 
the most promising. 

The Council, minutes mention the fact that one 
Councilman suggested that re qu sts for additional 
relocation assistance be sent to Secretary Ickes rathe r 
than to Mr. Myer because there seemed to be no chance of 
getting any favorable action from the latter. It was 
finally decided to send future request both to Mr. Myer 
and Mr. Ickes. 
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ROHWKR BE LOCATION CENTER 
WEEKLY REPORT 

EEK ENDING SEPTEMBER 22, 

There was a sharp decline in relocation this weak 
when only 40 terminal leaves were issued, tight of these . , 
were for return to California. 

We believe that the chief reason for the slump 
in relocation is lack of housing.  ;  ost of the people 
remaining in the center want to return to California. 
Moreover, most of them wish.to return to the Southern part 
of the state where the housing situation is the worst. 
They know housing is extremely hard to find and they are 
very reluctant to leave here without some assurance that 
the/ are going to have some place to live. In the past 
several weeks there has been a decided trend in favor of 
California relocation. This reduces relocation in the East 
and Middle West but since there is so little housing where 
they wish to go, there is an inclination to remain here for 
a while longer. We do not believe there is any increased 
resistance to relocation, but only an increase in the numbe r 
of people who wish to go where it is most difficult for the m 
to make a satisfactory adjustment. 

The increase in the proportion of welfare cases to 
the total center po ulation also is beginning to retard 
relocation. This group is going to be slow to leave as long 
as there is undue delay in the approval of welfare assistanc e 
by outside local agencies. For example, on September 13 
dockets on 359 welfare cases were still awaiting ap roval. 
No reply has been received concerning 248 of these. 
Correspondence has been received concerning the remainin g 
111 but they have not been approved. Approval of  22 cases 
has been received, if housing can be found for them. As of 
the 13th twelve cases that had been ap rovec! were preparing 
to leave the center. Of course there have been otier ap rov als 
besides these but these are t;ie only approved cases that a re 
still here. It also should be kept in mind that these 
figures change fror day to day but they give-sore idea of 
what the situation is. 

As has been previously re orted there are some / 
people here who are waiting to see what happens at Granada. / 
A reliable evacuee has informed us that he talked with fiv e 
persons recently about leaving and two of thera said they 
were waiting until October to watch the Granada situation. 

Another reaaon why relocation  was  low this  week 
is that another special train leaves for California on Sept ember 
23. Most of th<se going to the Western Area are waiting for 
it. As of Friday night, 365 people had registered for thi s 
train. It is doubtful whether the total will reach 400. 



r*  * 

Weekly Report (2)  Week  Ending April 22, 1945 

Clearance has recently been received for the 
relocation of 3 families in Hawaii. A group of  38 evacuees 
from Poston is now living on the Wilson Plantation in 
Northeast Arkansas. They are reported to b* well pleased 
with the situation and the plantation manager has also 
expressed satisfaction with his new tenants. 

During the past week an evacuee labor recruiter for 
Becker Farms at Decatur, Michigan, has been in the center 
with an exceptionally good farm labor offer. 1'he men are 
wanted for seasonal work and Mr. Becker has agreed to pay 
transportation expense« to any part of the United States 
when the work season is over. He also agreed to pay expenses 
back to the center and board while here and then send then 
anywhere they wished to go. It was explained to those intere sted 
that they could return to the center as visitors for a limite d 
time but in spite of this a misunderstandinc developed and 
i&r. Becker got the impression that they could not return 
here at all. He called about the matter and the true situa-
tion was explained to him. After this had been done he said 
that he understood our position and his attitude about t he 
whole thing was very reasonable. Meetings were arrang ed for 
the recruiter with the Block Managers and other evacuee 
leaders but only eleven men were signed up for this work 
although 40 were wanted. The offer was also given publicit y 
in both Japanese and English in the relocation bulletin. 
V'e believe that the strong California trend had much to do 
with the rejection of this offer. Host of the recruiting wa s 
among single men and this group is more inclined to take 
the attitude that the government will take care of them 
anyway. 
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled 48 as compared to 
40 for the week ending September 22. Relocation for this we ek 
would hare reached the 400 mark except for the fact that th e 
special train scheduled to leave Mdajr, September 28, w as post- v » 
ooned until Sunday, September 30. Project officials wer e notified I 
Wednesday at noon "by railroad representative* that Army  reouire- ' 
raents made the delay wecessary. Officials of the Community 
Council, the train monitor and the car captain? were notif ied 
immediately of the ch«nzs in plans and the*' passed the I nformation 
on to the passengers. Individual notices were also mailed  out 
the next day to each family that was scheduled to leave. In this 
way a minimum of confusion resulted. Setween 358 and 360 pe ople, 
including • few visitors, will leave on the train Sunday. Th is 
froup shipped ten car loads of freight and there were three ca rs 
of checked bafgage. 

The relocation total for the month will "be approximate ly 
IIS.'?. This is the "best month this center has experienc ed. The 
next best was July when 8?1 people left. The August total wa g 
752. Jy September 30 the center population will be slightl y over 
2100. 

After "he train leaves Sunday the Relocation Division 
will be primarily responsible for 462 cases representing ab out 
1250 people. The Welfare Section will still hare approxima tely 
500 cases. Since a substantial number of these are single 
cases they conorlse only about 750 individuals. These fî -u res 
indicate how the welfare group is growing !n importance as c om-
pared to non-welfare cases. This emphasise« how desira ble it 
is to have reasonably prompt approval of astistance for th ese 
cases by outside agencies. However, slow approval of the  Z9C 
cases still ranks second as a deterrent to relocation Lacv o f 
housing remains the most serious problem. 

The strong California trend reported last week continues. 
It still slows up relocation to other ooints where housing is 
more easily available. Because so many people had said they 
wished to return to Los Angeles in September but were not abl e 
to do so because of l»ck of housing, a check was made to see 
if they had been evacuated from that area. It was found that al l 
but two cases were originally from that section. 

Only thirteen block mess ha.lle are now in operation end 
another i6 expected to close next week. 
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Terainal leaves for the week totaled 355. All but 23 of ^ ^ ^ ^ 
these were ->assengers on tike special train that left Sept ember 30. 
•oa-iing of the train was carried out in record time, ¡rucks 

Ft art «A picking uo passengers at  is 05  ;>. a. and all vere aboard 
an hour later. The train pulled out at 2:05 p.m. 

It has been announced that two special cor-ches will 
leare for the West Coast m t m on October 1*8. As of Friday n l̂ it 
thirty oassengars had eigne* up. A oullman will fee recuest ed later 
if it is needed. Because of the sluira in relocation it was no t 
thought advisable to schedule a full train at this tine. 

The housing situation in California is still relocation 1« 
greatest handicap. The strong California trend continue s and since 
the weople can't find housing there, f#w are «oin» any wher e. Until, 
housing does "become available it seems that the "best t hing to do 
to imarove the situation is influence the people to make a  second 
choice and ,50 some where else. At the last staff meeting th e 
appointed -ersonnel were urged to ooint out to the evacu ees the 
desirable features of relocation outsMe California. This is also 
"being stressed in the relocation bulletin. Relocation and Welfare 
'-'or ers, in particular, have been asked to arohati«« this r?ônt of 
view. 

Plans have been made for scheduling departures. Adminis -
trative Kotice Ko. 289 was erinted in full in Japanese aa4 In slish 
" n t h e  August 14 issue of the relocation bulletin ana was dis tribute* 
to every  faaily malt, thic week a  con-rait  tea  coaposed  of  the 
Assistant Project Director in charge of Community Manage meat, the 
Assistant Director in charge of Operations, three member s of the 
Relocation staff, the Welfare head and the Eeoorts Office r, was 
appointed to handle scheduling. $he Co munity Management head 
was selected as chairman. The Committee net for the seco nd time 
Friday and tentative plans which had teen worked out by the  chair-
man were discussed and approved with piinor changes. 

The first grouo of cases recommended for scheduling will 
be selected by Relocation and Welfare workers durin  7  the week 
Vgiantn October 8. These cases will be ©asred on by the Com mittee 
the week of the 15th. The first notices will be delivere d October 
¿2 to the scheduled cases telling them to process their leav e Dai>ers 
by October 26. If this is not done a second notice will be del ivered 
on the  ;  9th advising the« of the specific day they will be expected 
to leave during the week of lovember 6. Actual departure of th e 
first scheduled »roup will be from Eovemb«r 5 to the 10th . 



Veekly Äeisort (2) October 6, 1945 

l̂re '-orVlaf days will be milord for e ch of the fire 
f t w i l n t h e  «chertullnf process. Each week  A new ¿ TOUT? will be 
recommended and orotessrt. It 1« now alanned to send out a^ proxl-
Zrt9l l  4 0 0 o r 4 2 ß  ^o^le «ÄCh week between Novenber ß and Höreober 
; 0.  ¿here are now slightly »ore than 400 welfare reovie who ca nnot 
be scheduled at this tine end the r>e»lod December 1 - 1 6 shoul d 
rive us sufficient tire to «end out thoee In this ¿roup who are 
left. The number o* oeoule who will leere during the four wee Vrs 
in lorenber will, of course, defend u->on the niwber who lea ve 
voluntarily before November ß. Our aim 1 8 to see that ever- one 
leave® ln Movember who possibly can and then use the l*st tw o 
wee^s to relocate the problem cases. 

The Chairmen of the Committee will meet vlth the Connunlty 
Council and the Bloc* Nanasere next Monday and Tuesday an d will 
explain the »rocidure. It will also be explained ln Japane se and 
^ngllsh In the relocation bulletin. 

Approvals of "390" cases are coralns In a little faster 
but many of the approvals are contln ent upon houslnf. 
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Including five conversions, terminal leaves for the  mek 
totaled 73. Except for the previous week when a peclal train l eft, 
this is the best week we ha re had is a month. 

As of Friday night, 93 people had signed up to return to 
the western area in the two coaches that will lea-j© here Octo ber 18. 
A special coach is also scheduled to leave for Chicago ¿n O ctober 23, 
ar«i  27 pscple have registered for it. Approvals of  n ?9Cf eases are 
coming in more rapidly and seven of these cases will lewve on the 18th. 

The recent announcement that scheduled departures will sta rt 
soon has caused no noticeable reaction among Center residen ts. No committees 
of leaders haw called on the Project Director to protest or discuss the 
matter. There was little discussion and only a few question s when the 
announcement was made at the Conmunity Council and Biock M anager's meetings. 

It seems to be generally accepted that the people are going to 
have to leave here* The following paragraph mis. taken from a suronary 
of the Council minutes of October 1st! 

"Inquiry to Gila and Poston as to closing a part of their 
Centers* The Council decided to send a letter to each of 
these two centers asking them for the description of how Cana l Center 
and Poston /,2 and ;3 Centers were closed. Our Center will al so 
be closed within two months and a half, and it is not a bad 
thing to know how those centers have boon closed." 

As was reported last week, we are conducting a planned ca m-
paign to influenoe people to relocate outside California. The appointed 
personnel who come in contact with the evacuees are doing all they can 
to encourage this. The Executive Secretary of the Council , ,who is 
probably the most influential liberal leader left in the Ce nter, returned 
a short time ago from a prospecting trip in the South, Middl e West and East. 
He is particularly interested in a group of families that ha ve little or no 
resources. He is convinced that  it  is better for most of the people remain-
ing here to relocate outside of California and has prepared f or publication 
an. excellent statement to this effect. It will be featured next week in 
the relocation bulletin and will be printed in Japanese and English* In 
the same issue will appear a statement by the projeot direct or endorsing 
the secretary's views. For the next few weeks most of ths oth er relocation 
information will point away from the West Coast. V/e have no definite in-
dication that our efforts in this respedt are getting resu lts, but it is 



•till too early to tell »bout this. At least it seems to be vfe 
worth trying. 

A spot check of 500 persons showed that 5 0$  wished tcr 
return to the Los Angeles area, 25# to Hca-th California, and 
25% to points outside the state. Relocation and Welfare worior s 
have selected 480 persons to be reoommended for ths first sch eduled 
group. In this group thsre are 154 people who want to go back to 
Los Angeles County, but have no housing there. If they can not be 
scheduled out there will be only 326 potential sohedulees in tte 
first recommended  g r o u p .  T h e  recommendations will be reviewed by 
the scheduling committee next Monday, and the first sch eduling 
notiee will reach the selected families on October 22. Car e will 
be taken so that there will be few, if any, doubtful oases in t he 
first group scheduled. Ws do not believe* that there will b e much 
difficulty with this first movement. If the housing sit uation In 
California improves, do not expect trouble with the ot ters. 
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Tepodnal departures for tha week totaled 156. The two w©3 t-bcmod^"  """ 
eeeohes which left KoGehee on the IBth accounted fer 100 ef  these,  flirty  i M g i f ^ 
terminal departures have signed fop the spaoial eoaoh whi oh will leave for^- " 

The scheduling coramdttee met Monday to consider cases reco mmended 
for scheduled departure during tha weak of November  '4th,  by Relocation 
Division and Welfare Beetiondrlef surranaries of the fact e in each case were 
attached to the folders by the interviewers. These summar ies made possible 
rapid consideration of the cases by the conmittee. An effort was aside to 
avoid borderline cases in the first group, and practicall y all those »com-
mended had no particular reason for remaining in tha Center. Meet of them 
were waiting on housing or on approval of welfare assistan ce, and many had 
set departure dates in October but had not left, only becau se it was easier 
to stay than it was to leave. There were a ¿ood many oases where it was 
obvious that people were staying here simply because it w as cheaper to do 
so than it was to join a son or Husband on the outside. If the head  cf  a 
family had not been in the Welfare or Relocation Offices ffci rly recently, 
he was called in for an interview so that all Information conc erning his 
case would be current before a recovnmendation was oade. 

About three-fourths of the people here will return to Cal ifornia 
and about one-half of the total population wants to retu rn to the Los 
Angeles area. The next largest group will go to Chicago an d the rest to 
points in the Middle West, East aai South. 

It is planned to furnish the executive secretary of the C oismunity 
Council with a list by blocks of all those scheduled to leave t he center, 
so that he can give this information to the Councilman or to  the Block Managers. 
These people will be requested to see that every schedule d family in their 
blocks thorou.jhly understands what is expected of them . Notices of the sched-
uling were prepared the latter part of this week and will be de livered to the 
families concerned next Konday. There are several parolees in the scheduled 
group and a specM letter will be sent to them advising them h ow to get travel 
permits so that lack of such a permit cannot be used as an excu se to remain 
here. 

In accordance with Mr. Myers recent telephone conversatio n with the 
Project Director, cases were acheduled for departure reg ardless of whether 
they had housing. The evaouoes are being advised that tem poraiy housing 
will be provided, but they naturally wish to have more detail s as to its 
nature and exact location. It would be very helpful and wo uld create a~ 
better feeling on the part of those leaving if this Informati on could be 
provided. 

Chicago on the 23rd Mi 
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At this tins it appears that approximately 560 people will l eave 
Rohwer during the week of November 4, About 450 of these w ill be scheduled 
and the remainder will be voluntary departures* About 400 of the aehednleea 
will leave on a special train itoich has been requested  far  departure on 
November 9. in addition to the scheduled group it now see ms that there 
will be somewhere near fifty other people who will be leavin g on the train 
of their own accord. A special coach for Chicago and points ea st and north 
has also been scheduled for November 6. Every effort will be made to have 
the Center clear of evacuees by December 1, with the excepti on of a few 
oases that have soma special reason for remaining here. 

Business is picking up at  the.  Relocation Office. One of the moat 
encouraging signs is the increased number of people who are c oming in to 
have their leave papers processed  before  they get scheduling notices. We 
do not believe that we will have any oases that will require  forcible removal 
from the Center. 

Aailraed equipment for additional special trains to leave  heze  on 
November 16th, and 23rd will be requested, and another trai n for November 
50th may be noocssary. However, only the train of the 9th an d the coach 
of the 6th have been announced, in order to reduce requests f rom evacuees 
to be allowed to wait for later trains. 

There have been few complaints because of the scheduling pr ogram, 
and the people aeem to be resigned to the fact that they mus t leave the 
Center. Their chief  worry, still,  is housing. This is shown  by  the following 
section taken from the Council minutes of October 15$ 

"Our Center will be closed on or before December 15, accord ing to 
the program. What woxTies us most is how can we get houses to li ve after 
we are sent back to California. Mr. Myer has told us that he w ould not 
take us out of the center unless the social agency of the cou nty where we 
are sent has assured our future, and the living quarters have been found for 
each one of us. But we have had many reports from those who were  sent out of 
Poston or Gila that great many of thee did not have any place , consequently 
they had to sleep in the tents under the bridge. At Poston a few were even 
imprisoned for refusing to go out because they had not been a ble to secure 
any living plaoe. 

«This nay be a rumor that City Counoil of Los Angela a, una ble to handle 
all those foroed returnees nor to house them, had to ask Poaton Director to 
hold shipping the people out to Los Angeles area. 

»The Council decided after discussing the matter for 15 min ttes that 
they would create a special committee who would write a lett er to Mr. Myer and 
see whether he could provide all the foroed returnees with th e houses to live 
and not tenta under the bridge. If houses are not available the forced return 
be postponed until the weathor bee owe a a little warmer. The Body asked Mr. 
Qome and Mr. Harita to ge the committee of the Council. Mr. O ond also ap-
pointed Mr. Okubo to be the third  member.  • 
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Terminal leaves for the week totaled 74»  A special coach to Chicago r. 
on  the 23rd accounted for 59 of these. Relocation for the mo nth of October 
will reaoh 560 to 570. Thia will leave approximately 1810 to 1820 people " 
in the Center on the firat of November. 

The scheduling program is progressing  rauoh  better than we expected. 
Little or no difficulty is being encountered and the n umfeer of non-scheduled 
cases leaving the first week in November is much greater t han we had hoped 
for. 555 people have already processed their papers for  departure on the 
special westbound train of November 9th, and 55 have process ed for the 
Chicago coach of November oth. Seventy-five others have re quested terminal 
leave for the same period. 

The first scheduled list waa composed of 450 individual», bu t before 
the first letters of notification could be sent out, 60 of t hese had signed 
to leave. Consequently only 590 persona received the firat 80heduling 
notice. Of thia group all but six families had come in by Fr iday night 
and had been processed. Ye know that at least two of these si x families 
will request terminal leave next Monday. This leaves only four families, 
at the most, who will receive the second scheduling notic e setting-the 
specific departure date. 4» still do not think there will be any forcible 
removal» among the first scheduled group. Neither do w» exp ect any later on. 

The cases of 517 people were considered for scheduling on Monday, 
uotober 22, but by Friday night 91 of these had been processed . This 
is the group that will leave the week of November 11. The firs t letters 
of notifioation will not be sent to them until October 30 th. 

We are very well ploased with the attitude of Center resid ents, 
fte were surprised at the large number of people who are leaving voluntarily. 
Many of them are accompanying relatives or friend» who ar e being scheduled. 
Others are leaving because they are at last convinced that a ll the Centers 
are to close. 

A large majority of the people here plan to return to California. 
Of the L'roup leaving the week of November 4th, 85* are going back to that 
State, as will 84$ of thoee leaving the following week. Howev er, there does 
seem to be some increase in interest in relocation outside  the West, and we 
are still doing all we can to encourage this. Four familie s have signed con-
tracts to farm in Southeast, Missouri. .The Chairman of the Relocation Planning 
Commission is having sonte success in his campaign for rel ocation in the South 
and ¿ast. A few people have ¿one to Florida and eight f aiailiea who wish to 
settle in the hast have been sent to the Eelooation offic e by the Chairman. 
Ke expects to take out a substantial group when he leav es here the latter part 
of November. 
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The people here are still worried about where temporary ho using 
on the ast Coast will be and what it will be like. We would li ke to 
have more specific infoiuation about this as soon as possi ble. The 
lack of outside approval of so many "590 cases" is also sti ll a source of 
worry. We cannot sohedile these until such approval is re ceived and these 
oases are beooaing an increasingly larger part of our remain ing population. 
For example, nearly  55%  of the first scheduled group were welfare oases, 
but only about 15* of the second group were of this type. The f irst list 
included most of the approved "590 oases" and consequentl y the second 
schodul-ed group had to be taken almost entirely from amon g relocation 
cases. Unless approvals start coming in faster, it is going to become 
harder and harder to find people who can be scheduled. 
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Relocation ior the week totalea 44. The population 
of the center as of Friday, was 17*0. This included 20 on 
short term leave. Next week the first scheduled group will 
leave the center. Departures for this periou  \  ill total 
approximately 677 people. 561 o; these will leave by spe cial 
"est bound train and 70 will go by special coach to Chicago 

and other points North an- last. The remainder of the re-
locates s will be scattered through*out the country,  HS 
previously r^portea, the special train will leave" on No vember 
9, and.the special coach on ¡ovejsber 6. 468 people were on 
the first scheduled list for next week but before the first 
letters of notification could be sent out,. 64 .f these had 
already come in and rocessed their papers for departu re. 
Conssqu ntly, only 404'people received the first schedul ing 
letters. Most of these  be  gan processing immedi ately and by 
Thursday morning of this week, all ¡1 d made arrangements t o 
leave. All but seven families had processed by Monday morn -
ing and three of these e&  \e  in that day. Three others came 
in Tuesday and Wed esc  a,  and the last man was processed on 
Thursday. Hien it b came evident th t three or four family 
heais were eluctant to make their own arrangements for de-
parture, the secretary of the council arranged for their 
Block Councilman or the Block Manager to talk with them and 
explain the situation very carefully and emphasize the im-
portance of their cooperation with project officials» This 
was effective in every case except in that of the last ma n 
who insisted for a while that he would not leave until the 
November 16 train. The chairman of the council finally 
talked ?̂ith him personally and the raan agreed to start makin g 
arrangements t leave on the 9th as scheduled, 

It was not nee* ssary in any case to send out a 
second scheduling letter setting a specific date for depart ure 
and we are pleased that we were nut required to do this. 

The scheduling Committee has completed another list 
for departure the week of November 11. This list also total-
ea 468, and before the first letters could be sent out, 16 4 
of these had already processed and consequently, only _>0 4 
people received the first scheduling notices. By Friday 
night all but seven families in the second group had been p r -
cessed and we ho e it will,not b* necessary,to send out secon d 
letters to these. 1 the second group plan to leave on a 
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special train November 16, and this number will be incre ased 
by volunteer departures and by  ,, 39011 cas* s that will doubt-
less be approved in time for the i idivuals concerned to make 
arrangements to leave. 

Because of the slow approval of the Welfare cases 
it will probably not be possible to have another special 
train during the week of November 18, but we expect to hav e 
tw or three coaches to take all of those who can return to 
the West Coast at that time. Present plans call for the de-
parture of the last special train on November $0, and we hop e 
that the center can be cleared of all evacuees by that date . 
It is interesting to note that although no announcement ha s 
been made that present plans call for all evacuees V be gone 
by December 1, this seems to be understood and accepted by 
center residents. 

The campaign of the executive secretary of the council, 
to encourage relocation in eastern states is having some ef fect. 
On November 14, a special coach will leave here for points 
east with > group of people that he has encouraged to relo cate 
in that sectio: . The Relocation Division has allowed hi m to 
handle these cases personally and job offers from this area 
are sent to him. Those interested talk with him first and 
them if they wish to accept one of the offers, he sends them 
to the Relocation office to complete their final plf-ns. T his 
ma .  has also been resp nsible for the relocation of several 
families in Florida. 

A group of 30 people will leave here y special bus 
November 29, to relocate near Cape Giradeau, Missouri, wher e 
they will do vegetable farming. The owner of the land lives 
at Osceola, Arkansas, and his interest in evacuee farmin g 
arises from relocation work done with the Wilson plantatio n 
which is near his home. 

By the end of the week only 12 mess halls were still 
open an  i  three and possible four of the e, will close next 
week. Satisfact ry progress ia being made in declaring sur-
plus property, although the work is somewhat handicapped be-
cause of a shortage of unskilled labor and clerical help. 
The cotton picking season is now well under way in this se c-
tion and this makes it difficult to employ unskilled worke rs 
to take the place of the evacuee crews. The receiving agen cies 
h ve turned back to us lor disposal certain types of surplus 
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property where the items in one classification were worth 
less than $300.00. It has been necessary to place a good 
many of these items in our warehouses ana this has also 
slowed u the property work. The special crew listing and 
appraising fixed assets have been working her  •:.!!  week and 
are making goo progress. They expect to complete this work 
by the e m of next week. 

There has been a considerable decrease in the number 
of evacuee employees who pick up the freight of the relocate es 
and center residents have formed groups of volunteers to as sist 
in this work.  I  von with this help, it will probably be neces-
sary by the second week in November for members of the app oint-
ed personnel to be detailed to this work when a considerabl e 
group of evacuees leave at one time. 

During the month of October bed patients at the 
hospital decreased from 19 to 13. No cases were sent to out-
side hospitals. 



ROIiWER K LOCATION CKHTBR 
WEEKLY R! PORT 
WIKK T.H I1IG N  VI";  3ER 10, 1945 

Terminal leaves for the week t tale.i 681. Of 
this number, '>60 left Friday on the special West b und 
train and there were  7®'  on the Chicago coach that left 
Tuesday. As of Saturday n^ght. *.he center.population 
was do n to 1,103.  v; e expe rt terminal leaves for ne .t 
week to reach 575- 409 of these.will return to Califor-
nia by special i,ruia which will leave November 16. This 
train will consist of six day coaches and three pullman 
cars. 

A Coach will leave November 14, lor Philadelphia 
and iewark, N. J., with 65 passengers. Practically all 
of these people were r located through the efforts of r. 

. Harita, excutive secret of the council, who is also 
chairman of the Relocation Planning Commission. 

'7e hau orlgi-ially planned to have at least one or 
two coaches leave during the week of November 19* but so 
many peo :  le advanced their departure date., into the  i'lrst 
two week3 of November it will not be necessary to do this. 
By November 24, we expeot to h ve less than >00 here and 
the l*st special train on the  $0th  should take c re of 
these. 

There are istill no indications th  >t  there will be 
any forcible removals and we do not think it will be neces-
sary to sen out any second sehedulin notices set -ing 
specific departure d tes. 

c h ve  160 old,  single men in he center who have 
been giving us soni£ c ncern because^of difficulty in *ces s-
ing their leave papers. The trouble is not lack of co-
operation on their p art but the lack of  I  nglish and physical 
strength to get from one office to the other. Most of these 
peo e live in tv;o blocks an sp-cial notices are  be in ~  sent 
to the udvising that al necessary papers will be processed 
in the bloc mess halls on two specified days, .his should 
elimin te any chance of the closing date arriving with sever al 
of these people not having Made the necessary preparation s 
to leave, and will also be muc more cenvient for them and 
will not ause a great deal of eJ&ra work for us 
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AS of Saturday night the Center population was 504. The speci al 
train of November 16 carried 450 passengers to the West Coa st areas. 
Of these, 439 were terminal leaves and 11 were visitors. A total of 112 
Center residents left for the North and East by special coac h on the 14th. 
Some of these went to Chicago and St. Louis, but most of the m were going 
to New Jersey and Pennsylvania. This is the group that was r ecruited by 
the Executive Secretary of the Cornaunity Council. All inma tes of the 
hospital and the infirmaiy (old men's home) left on the trai n of the 16th. 

fhere will be no special train or coach next week. We expect t he 
last train on the 30th to have approximately 425 passengers , and the last 
evacuee will leave with this group. On November 29th, 59 resi dents will 
relocate to Southeast Missouri. There will be a few scattere d departures 
between the present date and November 29th. 

It has not been necessary to send out any letters setting sp ecific 
departure dates. We are confident that it will not be necessa ry to do so 
in the future. 

As was reported last week, processing of single, old men will  be 
carried out in the two blocks where most of them live. Reloc ation workers 
will go to the blocks on the 19th and 20th and the work will be d one in 
the mess halls. 

Termination notices for 29 of the appointed personnel were sent 
out November 15th. Thirty days notice was given in each ca se. 
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The xast evacuee left nere Friday, Novetaber 30 at 
6 p.m.  A'  group of five ie.it at that tiae. lour oi' these 
we jt  to the ast arti Mi idlewest and one to Denver. 

The last special train left the project the same 
afternoon at 4:45 p w i t h 3^0 passengers aboard. 

No difficulties w r e encountered and loariing of pas-
sengers was ca ried out in r cor-i tiî e. All evacuee freî i t, 
checked baggage and express, were picked up before the train 
left. 

The ox-,, deiaeuted Ŝac elor, mentioned in xaat weeks 
repcrt, inal-u. si ;;n<-'.  •  11 leave  papers ani  offere no re-
sistance to boar .in  ,  the traxn. "̂hen the train pulled out he 
was in a friendly frame  oi ind . 

(^ i ) 

It was not necessary to send o t any oi the s conci 
se  hedui?  ng let ter  s • 
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Rohwer Relocation Center 
Kcüehee, Arkansas 

X December 11, 1945 

} r.  Dillion S. üyer 
Director, War relocation Authority 
narr Building 
910 - 17th Street,  N. if. 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Attention« r. M. M. Tozier, Chief, Reports uiviaion 

Dear Mr. Myers 

You will find attached the weakly comment by the 
Project Director for the pak ending Deoemhec a, .Since 
all evacuees are gone and since all Project operations 
are now of a routine nature, this will be the last regular 
weekly report unless we are ail vised to the contrary. How-
ever, any unusual developments will be promptly reported. 

Sincerely, 

Ray D. Johnston 
Project Director 

/ Attachmen ss 

r  ~ 
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The last special train that left here on  f  ovember 30, 
reached the Viest Coast in rood order a nS unload ©a with a  sin.  Kin 
of trouble confusion. The WRA Representative Who acecnpani ed 
it,  ..b-\  aia-ie two other 3uch trips and reported that this last one 
was the ciost pleasant of all, in spite of the fact that, th ere were 
many oiri and s ck passengers. 

Ifce declaration ar*i sale of property is making satisfac tory 
progress, hospital supplies artf oqiiipment are now be:n*; listed, 
'rurs ana snail matron  <  nts have been declared and packet* and are 

rea"-y for ahlpaant to the  E)  C warehouse in ft. /north, Texas. This 
week 32 trucks, tractors, anti I fire engine were declared. HM 
auto parts are being inventoried and about one-third of the  parts 
have been listoa. This work should be completed in approxina tely 
ten nore days. Pluabin*; supplies are being listed for decl aration 
anc all lau dry equipment will be leclared next week. Two RFC 
Representatives have spent all their tirae here for severa l weeks 
anti three more are due to arrive next week. "he declaration  of all 
project property is approximately one-half c<r,jplete ani w1 ar  ?  con-
fident that t)is remind or will be listed, eclared and store d by 
] ebruary 1. This work has been scnewi.at delayed by the f act that 
for the last week or two before trie evacue«3 left,  many  of the property 
section employees were engaged in picking up ana loauin  ;  freight and 
baggage and were not working with property. 

An oiderly reduction in appointed personnel ¿s bein ciade. 
25 workers will be terminated December 15, and 25 more will l eave 
bv December 31. At that tiiae there will be only 72 allocated eiuploy-
(¿s on the project payroll. Tfcere will probably be very few a daini-  v 
strative workers here by Febnuary 1. 

January 1, is the deadline for all final reports and it is 
believed that  t*  is time limit will be uet. Several of the reports 
will be aoDeleted by ^ecewber 15. Lack of stenographic help is the 
chief handicap in this work. 


