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THE U.S.O. AT TOPAZ

Sine« the ported of volunteering for the A m y  In Mar ch ef 

1943, the idee of establishing a U.S.O. ehapter et Topes center 

has been In the minds of the residents end the appo intive staff* 

Various approaehes were made to the aetual programi ng of sueh a 

ehapter but no definite plan was worked out until J anuary ef 

1944« Previous to this there had been committees fr om the vol�

unteers and from the Community Activities Section w hleh had 

outlined the ways in which a chapter could be estab lished, but 

through lack of determination the details were neve r consum�

mated*

Topes proudly pointed to its servleo flag with ovar  400 

stars upon it after the volunteering period, which took into 

aocout some ��� young men who had been in the service prior to 

Pearl Harbor and another 100 who volunteered*

With the re-institution of selective service in January of 

this ysor, new impetus was given to the plan for a �*�*�* unit* 

Representatives of various groups, including the Yl fCA, YWCA, 

tho Inter-Faith Council, the Community Council and others, were 

sailed upon for advlco and sssistanoo* Community Ac tivities 

Section also Interested itself in this*

Finally s regional representative of tho 0.8.0. vis ited 

Topaz In late January and outlined the procedure by  which a 

�*�,0* chapter could most easily be established* The r esult 

was that tha YWCA assumed responsibility for sponso ring tho 

chapter* �� that there would bo a desirable meeting place, the



YWCA «as assigned Bee« Hall #4 and immediately set about estab�

lishing club r o o m  there where visiting soldiers mig ht be enter�

tained end where young people of Topes could join w ith them for 

periods of relaxation«

Dishes, cooking utensils and a refrigerator werejes tabllshed 

In the headquarters and there was room enough for d ancing« After 

working diligently on a voluntary basis, a group of  YWCA members 

prepared the place for the 8*3.0* dedication of the  club rooms 

was set for the afternoon of Sunday, February ��, 1944« Soldiers 

and members of their families and other interested persons, inelud 

lug appointive staff members, were Invited to atten d the dedica�

tion, which hed the blessing of various center grou ps«

The program was carsfuily worked out so that repres entatives 

of the families of servicemen were called upon to s peak os well 

as members of the appointive staff* The opening waa  decidedly 

successful and the 8.3.0. in Topes got away to a go od start*

The program is attached« >

The quarters were then opened to all visiting soldi ers« The 

8*3.0« committee made arrangements with the gate ho use to be 

notified of the entrance of any soldiers and these were given 

invitation cards which served as a greeting from th e 0.S.O* to 

invite them to visit the club rooms and enjoy their  facilities« 

Among the most active groups assisting the 8.3.0« i n an un�

official capae ity were Selective Service committee and the

Citizens

soldiers

committee« While the 8.3.0. was opened to visiting 

&er© they might read or play the phonograph or list en



to the radio and have s bite to oat, it was propose d that its 

functions bo m s  soft objective*

Its first proposal t#s thit tbo ?«S«0« sponsor s ba nquet 

vhiob would honor ths first group of young men who suoesssfullr 

passed their pre-induction physical examinations un der the 

select ire service« While the D*S*0« , ss an organi sation, 

sponsored this banquet, which was held in Dining Hall ��� cm 

the evening of March 21, it was staged with the coo peration 

and active assistance of the Community Council, the  YWCA, the 

Selective Service committee of eligible men|froa th e Council, 

the GitIrens* committee composed of militsry eligib le young 

men fro© the center, the Community Activities Secti on and the 

Mess Management Section«

With such representation as this behind it the affa ir took 

on the aspects of an overall center event« there we re approxi�

mately �	� people seated at the banquet tables to do honor to  

the �� young men from fopas who had taken their prelimina ry 

examination at Fort Douglas on March � and an additional ten 

young men who had been out on indefinite leave and after taking 

their pre-induction physical examinations had retur ned to the 

center to await induction into the Army«

The guests Included, besides the representatives of  the 

various organisations sponsoring the event, the rel atives of 

iii.#. future Inductees, their close friends mud a good representa�

tion from the administration* ¡| �||

The banquet program included a number of talks* Gra ce was
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»»Id by the Bev. Tsukamoto of  the Inter-Faith Council, after which 

»n excellent dinner was »erred. The banquet we* pre sided over 

by George Shimamoto, vice chairman of the Comsmnity  Council and 

after the dinner a number of short speeches were gi ven. One of 

the outstanding talks was node by Dr. Oeorge Ochiku bo, chairman 

of the Comsmnity Council, and himself a nisei who h as sought a 

commission in the medical corps. ¿The points which he especially 

emphasised were theses

1. That he was proud of the fact that no boys from Topas 
had offered resistance against selective service.

2. That he was looking forward to standing side by side 
with these boys who were entering the service.

3# That he believed it was a mistake not to have in cluded 
as honored guests those who had failed to pass thei r 

?g physical tests end examinations as they had will ingly 
and cheerfully offered their services to their coun try.

4. That all individuals had their own personal Idea s on 
how things should be done but that they can11 be st ub* 
born or arrogant in those Ideas but must all obeyif cat- 
ever call was given to them.

Charles F. Ernst, project director, was among the s peakers. 

Summarising briefly his remarks he saldt "All I kno w about the 

Army today X get in the letters from my son in the Army and from

the volunteers and from the enlisted men from Topas , serving all 

over the United States and on the foreign battlefie lds and es�

pecially from  former Topas residents now training tt  Camp Shelby 

and Camp Savage. From these letters I have decided three things 

are normal among our soldiers. First, there Is a ge neral ten�

dency on the part of all of them to gripe about mos t everything, 

which is the healthy American way. Second, as their  training



progresses the men begin to have a deeper Interest in* end a 

greater respect for the Army bees use of the things  they «are 

learning to do together with other man* Also soldie rs are 

taught more about life day by day, and the making e ach day a 

success* The men who are. most happy are the ones w ho are 

wholehearted in their belief that what they are doi ng is worths 

while in the interest of humanity**

The response was given by Stanley Yano, who represe nted the 

boys who are to be inducted* A feature of the progr am was cosh * 

munity singing Xend by Jimmy Hlrano, chairmen of th e Block Han* 

agers* The entertainment numbers consisted of music  by the Savoy 

Five orchestra, a demonstration of magic by Jimmy & ato and the 

shewing of the colored sound moving picture "Go For  Broke", de~ 

plcting life at Camp Shelby, augumentad by colored film showing 

scenes in and about Topes*

This most successful evening, which marked the firs t major 

activity of the newly established l?*S*0* in Topes,  concluded by 

the guests standing and signing of "Auld Lang Syne*  in Japanese 

and then in English* If

from  now on with the 0*S*O* finally established and ae~  

cepted by the older people of Topes, among whom are  so many with 

sons or relatives in the Armed Forces of the United  States, it 

is anticipated that the part which the organisation  will play in 

Topas will be increasingly greater as more and more  young men are 

inducted into the Army*



PROGRAM

Chairman.-............Mrs. Chiyo Kajiwara

1. Song - My Country ’Tis of Thee....-.v.
Audience

2. Prayer.. ............. .Rev. S. Shimada

3.

4.

5.

6 • 

7.

��

Remark. . ....... . . .Mrs. Chiyo Kajiwara

Piano Solo..Student from Music School

Greeting.............Mr. V. Ichisaka

��� �����������
Response. . . . ............... Mr. 3. lino

Message ......... ......Mr. Roscoe Bell

Vocal Solo ........... .-..Miss Yo Ikeda
Accompanist....Miss Machiko Nakamura

9. Refreshment ..........................

10. Japanese Dance...Miss Sumiko Ashizawa
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OSO DEDICATIOH PRO® AS 

Bee. #4 -  Topes/ February 27, If4*


