


September 25, 1942

ADDRESS BEPORE THE OBOE FESTIVAL, POSTOH 111

I want to read to you. a paragraph from The Constitution
of the United States of America.

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances."

So reads the Tirst Amendment to that magnificent document
which forms the basis for the American way of life — the
Democratic way of life.

Here in Poston tonight the spirit and the meaning of those
simple and direct words, are as alive and meaningful as the day
they were written so many years ago.

Here in Poston tonight the beautiful ceremony and ritual
of your faith is. unfolding before our eyes under the protection
and inspiration granted by the foresight and wisdom of the
Pounding Fathers of our country.

Your Project Director, Mr. Wade Head, though he cannot be
with you here tonight, 1is with you in spirit. I speak for him
when 1 say to you that the Freedom under which you are gathered
here will be as jealously guarded for you by him as though it

were his very own, and will continue to be guarded by him as



long as you or lie are here in Poston,

For myself, 1 am proud and grateful and humble. Proud to

contribute my small part to this occasion, grateful for the

opportunity of addressing you, and humble before this moving

manifestation of your Taith.
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The First Foundation of a Durable Peace

Remarks by/John Collier to The
League of WomerTTbters in Wash-
ington, February 10, 194-3? 10:30 AM,
at The Statler Hotel.

The subject which you have given me is The Foundations of Durable Peace*

The first and also the last foundation of durable peace is that great numbers
of individuals in many lands— and an overwhelming majority of individuals in the
United States— shall actively believe and affirm that a durable peace is the su-
preme, fatal necessity, and shall believe and affirm that durable peace, as a prac-
tical matter, can be achieved, must be achieved, shall be achieved.

I repeats unless immense numbers of individuals believe and affirm that dura-
ble peace is the supreme necessity and is practically attainable now, the first
condition of durable peace will not be met. Unless personal responsibility, insis-
tent, persevering and driving, be taken by many, many millions of individuals, du-
rable peace will not be achieved. Not even the formal mechanisms of durable peace,
at the peace conference and thereafter, will be established unless the informed
consciences of many, many millions shall want them, shall believe in their attain-
ability, shall insist that they be attained.

And if and when these formal mechanisms of durable peace are forged out, and
ratified by the nations, still the durable peace will not be achieved unless the
informed consciences of many, many millions shall live with its effort and its
problems. For the peace can be no static system enacted into law and then left
alone. It has to be a living, producing, creating peace. This means, a peace made
by democracy, which goes on making democracy into ever increasing reality. Short
of this peace there will not be any peace.

For some months now, 1 have been reading, re-reading and cross-indexing books
and papers dealing with the peace. Oh, books like Edward H. Carr’, and C. J.
Hambro’s, and Michael Straight’s, and Arthur C. MLIlIspaugh’s, and those analyses,
the most lucid and adequate of them ¢ill, published by the Commission to Study the
Organization of Peace. And Union Now, and World Federation, and Ely Culbertson.
And that illuminating report by the Committee on Africa, ”The Atlantic Charter and
Africa.” And those very fine discussion manuals, the “Surveys on the Basic Issues
of Post War Peace,” used by the World Citizens Association. As | have gone on
reading, more and more of illumination has come. What seemed the radical contra-*"
dictions between competing or alternative formulas, have grown less troublesome as
I have read, re-read, and pondered. As an intellectual subject-matter, in its
terms of economic and governmental arrangements, durable peace is not hard to
understand and to affirm. Most of you here have had the same experience as mine,
in pursuing an intellectual comprehension of the problem and problems of the peace.

Yet— as we more clearly comprehend the feasible mechanisms and arrangements of
durable peace, and the reasonableness of the peace and its imperativeness, we do
not cease to be troubled. Even, we grow more deeply troubled, Let us, in opening
this day’s discussion, examing the cause of this distress which haunts our thought.
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We know that world federation could be achieved., and within it, the essen-
tials of continuing national soverignty. We know that world federation, or even
something less committal than that, could, in the way of peace, supply those con-
ditions of dynamic change which in past times only war could supply. We know that
the Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Charter are the minimum formulae or principles
of peace, and that if implemented in feasible ways they will hold open the gate for
the democratic peace to come. We know that science, which now and always increas-
ingly makes war total, immeasurable, and finally suicidal for the human race, also
now and increasingly gives to the whole world, within peace and upon the condition
of peace, the power to right all wrongs that war ever sought to right, to furnish
to all men all the living-room and abundance and security that the infinite ener-
gies of the sun and of our physically harnessed planet are ample to insure. We
know that the rewards of durable peace, in terms of every life in every land, would
be simply incommensurable; that every practical adjustment and sacrifice and every
shift of the mental threshold would be compensated promptly, and again and again,
and through endless time* We know that mankind will choose between an ice-age to
last for thousands of years or till the end of our human span, and an age-outlast-
ing springtide. We know that all reason, all intelligent interest, all moral duty
point one way.

We know all this, but there is something else that we know, and it is this
something else which challenges our own consciences implacably and throws a shadow
of cold, deadly fear into our brains.

What is this thing of fear that we know? Let us search for it by going back
to the peace following the First World War. The nations and peoples committed to
freedom and. to humanitarian ideals had won their victory. Mechanisms for durable
peace had been forged out. Even prior to the League of Nations” mechanisms, there
existed before the war’s end, within the countries and between them, mechanisms of
social control and of international cooperation which had been created to win the
war but which were valid for the on-moving, living peace which we had fought to win.

Let us realize deeply the meaning of the events which then took place. Our
own country rushed to isolationism, and much of its internal economic and social
program went into eclipse. The European democracies— | mean, the big democracies—
within the framework of the League of Nations re-commenced their balance-of-power
manipulations, only, this time, under the control of peace-at-any-price attitudes
which dominated all their classes. There was no living peace; vision, intellectual
energy and practical realism and collective moral conscience, which had moved the
free people with giant power in 1918, before the end of 1920 had faded to a memory.
Then facism and nazism arose, and nazism through extreme audacity of social action*
within twenty years created, functionally speaking, a changed and depraved human
species— physically and morally and ideologically depraved. So on down through
Manchuria and Ethiopia and Spain and the Ruhr and Munich and the disintegration of
that French will and intelligence which had been a beacon-light to Europe for so
many centuries.

And then, to win one more chance for men, came Dunkirk, and there had been
China all the time, and then Russia met the nazist onset, and then our own country
remewed its duty to the world. And so the nations committed to freedom and human-
itarianism will win their victory in the Second World War. The hugest part of the
struggle is yet ahead, but we shall win in the war.

2
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What, then, is the chill of fear cast over our brains, now as the Second World
War moves toward our victory? It is more than just the fear that history may re-
peat itself and the knowledge that if history does repeat itself there is not
likely to be any third chance for the human race.

We have learned that the rational economic man in whom until recent years we
believed, was in part a philosophical fiction and in part nothing but a transitory
reaction of a small part of the human race to that laissez-faire status of the
European-American Nineteenth Century which is permanently over and done. We have
learned that reason merely by itself has no power to prevail. We have learned
that as in the past, so now, and far more swiftly and catastrophically now, entire
classes and nations are found disposed, with stubborn passion, under the control
of myths, of hates, of fears, of dogmas, to reject their own enlightened self-
interest and pursue their own ruin. We know that organized and organizing, pur-
poseful anti—civilizationism and atavism— our nascent and militant fascism- is
even now asserting itself here, iIn our own country, and we know that if, as once
before, our own people *s will toward democracy and toward living peace should grow
slumbrous after our victory in the war, this native fascism of ourswell may sweep
-the field. In sum, we know that inhabiting our land and all the lands is a dan-
ger— a”™multiform danger— second only, in immediacy and in finality, to the danger
of losing the war; the danger of losing our own democracy and losing the peace.

And we know— you and I and each of us— that we are not acting adequately to
meet this second danger.

The durable peace— the democratic, the living peace— can not be won except by
a vastly, a critically iIncreased democratic participation in the winning of this
peace, commencing now. When 1 say democratic participation, the last or least
thing 1 mean is merely an intensified propaganda in behalf of peace plans* Mil-
lions upon millions of our people, in all classes, all parties, all interest—groups
and local groups, must participate in thinking out the peace, in demanding that the
necessary arrangements and mechanisms of peace be provided, and in actively sup-
porting the peace, if we are to win the peace and not to lose it. A swift and a
profound™re-education of minds, through self-activity and through activity in
groups, in the entire subject of peace, and in the entire subject of democracy, is
the one and only way to win the peace. Thus, and in no other way, mil dominating
numbers of our people come to know that peace is indeed attainable— that it is at-
tainable with the increase, not the diminishment or sacrifice, of our own material
and spiritual national valuesj that it must be attained, or our everv material and
spiritual national value, and even our existence in this world, will be thrown
away .

Someone will ask; 1is it indeed possible, a thing to be hoped for, that mil-
lions of our people will do the hard thinking, apply the sustained will and action,
to win and to upbear the peace?

The answer is: lo.ok at England today, look at China, look at Russia. Look
at our own country in the war.

People do hard things, once they know the things are completely necessarily,
better and more happily than they do easy things.
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There are many millions in our country now who are suffering precisely be»
cause they have no hard and profoundly needed things which they are called upon,
allowed and helped to do.

No— the trouble is not with our people— our millions. The trouble is that
things necessary to enable them to start thinking and acting and to keep on think-
ing and acting on peace are not being provided.

People have to start from where they are.

The peace challenge, the peace hope and the peace problem requires transla-
tion into the terms of the myriad emotional and practical situations in which
people now are.

And people require to be enabled to affiliate themselves with each other and
with an effort of great moment.

Let only the conditions be supplied— let only the social demand be made ef-
fectually peal in their personal situations; let only the data and the call of the
peace be translated into the terms of their personal and group starting-points.
Then adequate thought and adequate action will commence to come from the millions.
Let means of expression- of action— -be forged out, and the thought and the effort
will be continuing and will fully avail.

This is the first requirement toward the first requirement of the peace.

To win the war, industrial mobilization and military mobilization, logistics,
strategy and tactics are being made adequate. Let us solemnly realize that mobil-
ization, logistics, strategy and tactics are equally required if democracy is to
be made adequate now, and if thepeace is to be won; that there may be no time
left, if we wait till the war isfinished; that as yet, mobilization, strategy
and tactics for democracy and for the peace are hardly even being sketched out in
the theory; and that to devise them and accomplish them is a duty resting silently
but sternly upon each one of ourselves. ,That millions and millions of our people
shall deal responsibly’with the subject of the peace, beginning now, and more and
more, and on across the all-critical phase of the peace treaty; and on into the
living and evolving peaces this is the essential for the winning of durable peace
— of democratic world order.

All who now are taking responsibility should consult, should unite toward
making the means adequate to theend. The League of Women Voters is one of those
groups upon whom the hope rests— groups sofew, as yet, so inadequate in their
contact with the multitudes, as yet. How shall the means be made adequate to the
end?






, Colorado River War Relocation Center
vW5 "Mi'S . Poston, ..Arizoma

gl NSW YEARTS GREETING TO|POSTON 1
FIFfP January 2, 1944

FRIENDS, I APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY OF SPEAKING TO YOU f
THIS SECOND NEW TEAR IN POSTON, IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN A PLEASURE
TO MEET AND DIBCUss; YO\ PROBLMS WITH YOU*® IN THE PAST TWENTY
MONTHS i HAVE MET AND: >LY$D MANY OF THESE PROBLBiSe HO\EV.1IR,
TONIGHT 1 FEEL THAT TH3 £ARE A NUMBERQF THING® THAT YOU WOULD 1
LIKE TO, have DISCUSOED,

THOSE..

| I1F;AT*MIDNIGHT| DEOC*

GM; J& administRATIVI
WRA TOOI1 OVER. 1 WISH STRESS THAT THE INDIAN SERVICE DID NOT
IWITHDRAW BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT IN AGREEMENT WITH POLICIES,”~BUT
$THEY FELT IT WOULD BE TO THE ADVANTAGE|OF ALL CONCERNED FOR WRA Jf7j
TO OPERATE THIS CENTER ALONG WITH THE OTHER NINE CENTERS# |,
AS PROJECT DIRECTOR , |HAVE BEEN IN AGREEMENT WITH THE GENERAL PO-
LICIES OF WRA AND HOPE THAT|THE PEOPLE HERB WILL CONTINUE TO SUP*
PORT T: 0SS POLICIES AS THEY HAVE DURING MY ADMINISTRATION AS PROJ-
ECT DIRECTOR#

IN THIS CENTER FOR THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS WE HAVE HAD MANY
PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THE OLDER PEOPLE WHO WERE DISTURBED AND WORRIED
AND AFRAID THAT THEY|WOULD BE FORCED BY WRA TO RELOCATE#); MAY 1
STATE HERE THAT IT IS NOT WRA*S INTENTION TO FORCE ANYBODY TO
LEAVE ONE OF ITS CENTERSiWHO DOES NOT WISH TO DO SO. | rKLOCATION

IS A PROGRAM OPERATING, FOR THOSE WTO WISH TO MOVE TO SOM® OTHER
PORTION OF THE UNITED STATES WHERE THEY CAN MAKE A NEW START IN

LIFE# IN MY OPINION THIS IS A VERY WORTHWHILE PROGRAM AND ONE



THAT THOSE OF YOU WHO JFERL THAT TOO ARE, ABLE, SHOULD TAKE  VAMTAGE (@*
HOWEVER* XHERIIARE UANY PEOPLEI IN. THE CENT
Fk* 1 AM SURE that telere?|
ER\VKINT OF UNITED BTATE;
jug AL U WHOLDESIRBI TQy remain .ILL 2HINnU
MAY i STBPI|THE.;.PO I THAT gyii& OF YouifixL EE
AND TP V1 BELIsvMERiM you wiLL BE OFFERIDpTHIL*
Mﬂ@ gfiit AR TI1IG;rQiyam .jFol STAY*
oifit THOSE RE INING ON THE, JHO2BCT, ¥ M SO,
MEET ILT taeWVHY CARE OF you, algt THAT jjOU HA

HOURINO A LOTHING *AND «EOSP I TAL pTHitiat; AJHS m
TIES &l NIFCISMRY 20H YuUu VSELL-*B&XNS e
Im  JiEVERI B&IN& 1 [ tH>- TS

DO/ (U GO AQPITAX  _NDOTHER: health IJURN- ON" THE

DyURMN\ Xo TO RIPOR;T  RLY THIS MONTH* iHD OTHER- D1
HERE .SOON == .RE HAVA A vMwwi FINS HOSPITAL AMD X HOP! THAT THE PEOPLE.
OF THIS COMMUNITY WILL SUPPORT THE HOSPITAL AND ALL OTHER HEALTH
FUNCTIONS IN EV2RY WAY POSSIBLE= THERE 1S A GREAT IDEAL THAT THE
POPULATION CAN DO TO PROTECT THE CCINUNITY?S HEALTH - SUCH THINGS
AS SANITATION, PROPER .CARE OFJiYOUR SURROUNDH4&S, YOURBARRACAS]
COOPERATION WITH THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT ANIL; SCHOOLS, PARTICU*
LARLY IN THE CARE OF YOUh ||CHXXI3.REN" WHEN "THEY: SHOW, THE FIRST SIGNS OF
ILLNESS*S p

THE* "PEOPLE OF POSTON ARE BUILDING®FOR THRMSELVIS®" GOOD SCHOOL
BUILDINGS IN $HIC ® OF US -CAN Xk.LJE GREAT PRIDE* IN THESE SCHOOLS
YOUR CHILDREN ARE NOW- BEING ".EDUCATED AMD TRAINED FOR TmiHIR FUTURE*
THE SCHOOLS CAN BE RESPONSIBLE"™"FOR-THE 3QQ&&LEARNING OF OUR. CHILDREN,

BUT THE AC, tha Parent in the education of the chill mm



MOHS IKE TRAINING THAT YOU GIVE TOUR CHILDREN IN YOUR
HOME , J© TOO #51X KMO<i, MEANS A GRIiiAT DEAli MHiii XN SHAP1HG TiiidR
FUTURE mm THE TRAINING THii>Y RECEXYE XIf SOHQOL*,. THERE ARE CEHDAIH
PRINCIPLES THAT ONLY THE PARENT CAN TEACH THE CHILD, AND THESE ARE
LARGELY CHARACTER-BUILDING PRINCIPLES* THE TRiLINING OP THEICHILD
30 THAT HE CAN TARE AN HONORABLE PX*ACE IN ANY CQMMUNITY SHEILE HE
MIGHT LIVE, THE TRAINING OP THE CHILD TO BE A GOOD GITISEi®, AN AC-
CEPTABLE CITI1ZSI, AN HONORABLE MAN’OR »¢OMAN, GETTING HIM TO UNDER-
STAND THE SOOIAI» PROBLEMS®, THE $OCI4E NEEDS — THESE AHE ALL LARGELY
PROBLEMS OP THE PARENT - THENGS THAT ONLY THE MOTHERS T
CAN REALLY TRAINATHE HLDR™JH jIN#EIMAN#! P
POSTON, 1| PEAR, HAVE LEPTTBE PROBLEM OF TAKING CARS OP THEIR CHILD-
REN CP TO THE ADMINISTRATNGM, Bl IFDU DO NO
THESE CHILDREN AR "TM20RE MANY VE.
THING OF THE PAST AND YOU WR{F YWUR OHELDREN WILL BE lavjing A BivitVAL
A.GAIN*  THEN YOU WILL REGRET NOT HAYING GIVEN THE CARE AND AT-
YOUR FAMILY THA* ISF| NEEDED *
TU GRIPING OVER THE TOWP AND VISITING WITH PEOPLE, I STL )oEE
A NUMBER| «SPECIALLY THE OLDER PEGPLR* WHO ARKIXpLR, &R TTING
AROUND PI RAund the barracks, iorried, disturbed, a man Mo
IS IDLE 1S THE UNHAPPY MAN. HIS SPIRITS ARE LOW. HIS BODY AND HIS
MIND VERY RAPIDLY DECAY.IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT EACH OP YOU HAVE
SOME INTEREST IN LIFE - SMITHING DEFINITE TO BG TG KEEP YOUR MIND
CLEAR AND YOUR BODY STRONG. 1 AM SAYING THIS BEOBWSEH IF 1S A SERIOUS
PROBLEM IN POSTON. WHEN  mAM mJaEvwME*3 IDye.w w » IP 1S Si
BY HIS IDLENESS. IT IS X HNk™gace oF YOU TO GET S ssHING
TO DO - TO HAVE SOMETHIN*  fitvdliiw, ov*:;STH Xy CAN

JeS xwUrjla viiih REMEMBER THE:DAY



flits YOUNG; HOW MUCH PLEASURE YOU RECEIVED AND HOW MUCH BETTER YOU
FELT AFTER LOOKING AT YOUR FLOWERS, 01 YOUR CROPS CROWING} WHAT
PLEASURE YOU RECEIVED FROM RAISING A BETTER CROP, OB*NICER FLOWERS,
ORteTER CHICKENS THAN SOMEONE ELSE IN YOUR COMMUNITY. THERE 1S
NO BETTER WAY TO REMAIN YOUNG THAN TO HAVE DEFINITE INTERESTS IN
LIZTM» IN POSTON TT: 1S SOMETHING WORFHWi LIIE FC;R EVERY ICAN, WO—
MAIS AND CHILD TO DO, AND TO BE A GOQD CITI2  OF POSTON Elrmr
RESIDESIT SHOULD Wl THE THING THAT X8 WAl DO TO BE OF TH;u i
BEIm m ETO THE COVHFUNITY, AND DO THAT JOB Al DO IT WELL. IF
2VISRXO FE WILL DO HIS "TU *fR4 , POSTCY CAN BE ONE 017 the il
PXmst COMMUNITYES INFTHE COUNTRY — A FINE Pi,ACE. TO, LIVE.. yN*

& PiSOPLE | MUST NEVER FORGET THAT OUR HAIX?INESS: DOES NOT DEPEND
UPON THE KIND OF  HD m LIVE IN, OR UPON OUR SURROUNDINGS,
BUT UPON THE MENTAL ATTITUDE THAT WE TAKE TOWARDS THE JOB ID BE DONE.

I NOTICE THAT MANY PEOPLE IN POSTON ARE STILL SPENDING ALL

THE MONEY THAT THEY BARNJ aND POSSIBLY MUCH MORE. WHEN YOU DO

nm PEOPLE YOU ARE LOSING ONE OF TH& FINEST TRAITS OF THE
Viiriil ALWAYS BEEN REGONo:1 ZED K
.. _DwouwE, BUT MANY AREcSP S

EY USELESSLY IN THE POSTON 1jTORES AND > i, TH THE var:
ORDER HOUSES. AS A PEOPLE 1 2<\T TO advis; WITH YO@* ™
IS THIS TIME YO ERY EFFORT TO BE THRIFTY, TO SAVE,
TO PRISPARE FOR YOUR FUTURE. IN A PLACE LIKE POSTON A PEOPLE
CAN SOON LOSE MANY OF THEIR STRONG QUALITIES. WE CAN ALLOW OUR-
SELVES TO DEGENERATE. WE CAN ALLOW OURSELVES TO BECOME USELESS.
WE CAN LOSE OUR INTEREST IN LIFE. BUT ALSO IN A PLACE LIKE
POSTON, IF WE ESTABLISH OURSELVES WITH STRONG PRINCIPLES AND STICK



TO THOSE PRINCIPLES WITH DETL ATION, thin with the pride and
INTEREST OF OUR FELLOW MSN AT HEART, POSTON CAN Bl A FINS PLACE
TO LIVE, t;Ve.. xSt ,
ARE #fANY J|BOPLE HERS WHO YET £EEL THAT HIS 1S ®OINCF

TO" AS A PSOPL1 MIGHT JUST AS WELI IfACE THE 1
+AG*3 AND REALIZE THAT POSTON WILL PROBABLY. BE HERE F  gpyERaL
YEARS* MY OWN PERSONAL ESTIMATE It Wifn my1s war wiLL Y-
IN LESS THAN SIX, YEARS* NOW, YOU CAN SIT HIRE THAT SIX YEARS
AND COMPLETELY DECAY, OR YQtJCAN TAKE YOUR PLACE IN fHE COMMUNITY

"LNAVE mivp"iOii. A BETTER HAN OR WEAWIN. THAN WHEN YAUpARRIYEDe THIS
IS A PERSONAL PROBLEM WITH YOU AND A PROBLEM THAT NO ONE ELSE CAN
3°LYE, BUT MY PLEA TONIGHT IS TH AT" YOU FORGET THE IDEA THAT THE

: N Ovs$]|AND THAT 'YDUIWWYLL BE ABLE ToisO: BADE™ TO if
OALJFCBMA, BY SPRING, AND FACE THE HARD AND UNCOMFORTABLE FACT f§§
THAT THIS WARj|wilLL LAST FOR YEARS AND THAT MANY OF USiWIIL BS BERM |

Ji M tF « TOO MUST, FOR YOUR OWN WELFARE AND BENEFITA
ALL WORiv TOGETHER TO MAKE POSTON A SELF-SUPPORTING COMMUNITY, WBTF
AT PRESENT, W m APPROXIMATELY 2,000 ACRES OF LAND READY TO COLTI**
YATE* BY END OF 1944 THERE WILL?;BE 5,000 ACRES*8LET US- AS A COM-
MUNITY , PRODUCE OUR FOOD AND YIGSTALBES - OUR BEEF, OUR PORK, OUR
POULTRY, ANDJEVERYTHING THAT WE NEED IN THE WAY OF FOOD, SO THAT
WE WILL HAYS | FEELING OF INDEPENDENCE AND PRIDE IN OUR ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS, THERE IS NO TOED FOR ANYONE AT ANY TIME WORRYING ABO uT
NOT HAYING SUFFICIENT FOOD. WE CAN PRODUCE IT HERE, AND THIS
FOOD WILL ALL BE USED FOR EVACUEES. LET POSTON AS A BODY, AS ".O\E
OHOUP, GET walNsBEHING THIS|PROGRAM "AND MAKE- XT % HUGE SUCCESS"S



IN CLOSING* MAY 1 AGAIN EXPRESS OT APPRECIATION TO ALL OF *
YOG FOR YOUR COOPERATION IN THE PAST YEAR*;AND I*j& 18CON8IOBR Jp
EACH OF YOU A FRIEND. LIT US MaKE AT LEAST »ONE NEW YFAR*S RESO-fJ
LUTION, AND THAT TO BE THAT WE ARE GOING TO FORGET OUR PAST ~
STRUGGLE AND HARDSHIPS* AND FACE THE NEW YEAR WITH THE RESO-
LUTION THAT WE ARE GOING TO MAKE POSTON A GOOD PLACE TO LIVE - AN
IDEAL PLACE TO LITE* g IF-ALL WILL WORE TOGETHER/THIS CAN BE
ACCOMPL13HBDMUCH SOONER THAN YOU THINK. «BHKS&]

AGAIN MAY I SAY THAT IT HAS BEEN A GREAT PLEASURE TO HAVE"
BEEN WITH%0OU, TONIGHT* AND THANK YOU.

W_WADE HEAD
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I kmm that Mr« %*r and M* Milla w ill fergtve m if X
aay ttot 1 r«|NPd th» asaet introduetio» fts ftrietlsr * Bistro
fbsdly satter* ©M* Min** who 1* mar neaest additiea* mutt knew
and widerstand her aa feel about losing Ar« Bead* |f mar »eloane
for Ir« UHU Xaefes enthuslaa®, 1t 1* beeaasa h» conos to m at
ft nonant of corrmr*

A pabilo platfom 1* no placa fer «* to attcapt to express
the feelSjogs 1 fuere fer »r* Heed  feeling» whieh ere sb&red by
soet of yotu Ta thesa of ne wbo Heve bee» wU& Mr# Head eine*
thesa first inoredlbla days of dost* and Hast* confusion and ©riele,
Hie leaving ns das* »et sean poesible. foiatavwr the m ens fer
his foing, er wbatever th© clrcusat&noas ¢ they eaaaet be sufflctont
1» mr ©ye«# But apparently he 1* gel&g* and with hl» @daa ft trae
and triad frisad»

Y&Je myour relationshlp to us ha« fecen too ela» to aUfift
a» to tliank yeo fonmlly fer all yea imm done* Tau «ro, to pd
1t sSmply, «na of us * and wo da aot wsnt to accapt th© fbet of

your golng»



omum FOR SPSEGS, JANUARY 27, M4
DUNCAS MILLS to BEVACQUEES

Wadk Head fs departure:

His leadership during past 22 months«
b# Regret of cassaunity at his going,
c* Regret that ay arrival should be the result of his leaving«
AV Respect personally, and by WRA® far his west:«

Credit to the community and its leaders fart

& the fine record of Ibstos«

b« The needle«

o# The work In the oosaaunity«

d* The schools*

e. The land development*

f* Successful relocation«

g* General adjustne-nt to the adverse conditions«

Credit to the community and the staff for the fine relationship between
the evacuees and the officials on the projects

a« Comparison with other centers (?)
b# the real oasis for all the achieves©ntse
o# % hopes for a continuation of it*
£
Assurance that you concur in the basic policies established by Hr« Head
and desire to see that they are continued»

a« ihrtieuk rly self-government and the taking of responsibility by
the evacuees«

b« ’\Pec_idieally* 1w ill ecatimae to depend on you to run the internal
affairs of the ccsamunity«

Credit to the staff at ibstems

a* Their part in the achievements of thd ccssswnity*

b* Their mderstanding of your problexas«

®* Tour trust in them established over almost two years*
d* My dependence on their help and guidance«

% anxie*” to justify the confidence ih*« Myer has shewn in me by appointing
me to this position» m

a* Also responsibility | feci to Mr« Head who is ay friend.
Close

a# Happiness at coming to Boston,

b* Experience here previously«

o* Desire to rely on their leadership«
d* Pledge than ny help and goodwill.
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Now above all times In the existence of the
Americans of Japanese ancestry Is there a need for
Inspired and forthright leadership. The desperate
and devastating imports of evacuation, the harrowing
trials of center adjustment are behind us.

As we look to the future, with i1ts hopes and
uncertainties! leadership Is needed to guide the
nisei in their return to freedom and life in the
outside world.

Out of great events leaders arlse9 but they
are not made by events alone. Leadership 1is the
possession of ideas and the will and ability to use
them.

Such Forums as that planned by the Young
Buddhist Association are important In maintaining
leadership and developing ideas.” Real understanding!
real leadership will be needed as the nisei take their
places within an American generation which will inherit
the aftermath of war.

This should be the basic aim of the Forum, and
the yardstick of Its success.

Duncan Mills
Project Director

JUne 13, 1944
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[ | ] eTalk eade by Katherine French of MA$ To ?ton,
at Claremont, Bov* 3, 1944

Becently, several American boys of Japanese descent who had
left Poston to work at the large Seabrook farms In Hew Jersey, were
in Philadelphia over a week«end. They were walking down the main
street» enjoying the atmosphere of an eastern city» when they no*
tioed that the occupants of a patrol ear were paying closer atten-
tlon to them than the circumstances seemed to warrant* Afteria
moment’s scrutiny the patrolmen pulled the ear over to the curb and
one of the men leaned out and beckoned to the boys* They went over
to the car, wondering what was going to happen next* ™What national*
Ity are you boys?* was the question asked. This question was not
unexpected, as many Japanese Americans are stopped by curious stran*
ger with that Inquiry* Their reply was prompt: ™We’re Japanese
Americans«* The patrolman turned to his companion* *See,* he said,
*1 told you they weren’t Eskimos**

These boys and others like them having such experiences In the
east are boys 1 have known in Poston, and boys you knew two and a
halft years ago here on the west coast* Poston’s population is made
up of farmers from Orange County acid business and professional men
f;om %Qf Angeles, as well as similar people from other parts of Cal*
iforela

% The largest immigration from Japan to the United .States was In
the first decade of this century* Small groups had come In previous*
Iy over e period of twenty years or so* At the end of the first de-
cade the exclusion laws put a stop to further immigration* The first
groups came to work on railroads and In mines and were almost exclu-
sively young men* Gradually they turned to fanting and as they be-
gan to establish themselves financially they went back to Japan to
marry or sent for their wives to join them here* They worked long,
hard hours, and ;at great personal sacrifice were able to give their
children good American educations* Asia result, the Japanese Aaeri-
can minority has one of the highest educational records of any of
our minority groups* Graduation from high school is the usual stan-
dard, and very many go on to colleges and universities*

The outbreak of war came as a surprise to Japanese Americans
on the west coast* They were aware of rumors of possible conflict,
as were most people, but the attack on Pearl Harbor left them con-
fused and bewildered* Children went to school the next day appre-
hensive about their reception by their playmates, eonsoious as they
had never been before of their blaok hair ani darker skin and "'slant*
eyes, but their fears proved to be groundless* The schools had been
and continued to be thé places in which the nisei (second generation)
had their happiest experiences; they were most thoroughly acceptedl
there by friends who knew them well, and they were away from the ra-
ther strict controls exercised by their parents* Persons who have!
gone to school wl1lth the nisei and known them well have remained some
of their staunchest friends*



During the confusion of the «later of 1941-48 tardily anybody
knew what to expect next* the movement of aliens had been Immediate*»
ly restricted, and the regulations were expected and accepted by the
Japanese with equanimity. When the orders for evacuation finally
were Issued the Japanese Americans by and large accepted them also
with calmness; the movement of the population of 110,000 persons to
the ten relocation centers outside of thelcoastal area was thoroughly
orderly and was carried out with the complete cooperation of the group*

The people came to the relocation centers and worked hard and
untiringly to make those sudden cities bearable places In which to live
physically and socially. This effort was carried on In the faoe of
two handicaps. One, that to many outsiders the fact of detention of
the Japanese Americans carried with 1t Implications of guilt. Because
we have a t previously made It a habit to detain persons without pre-
ferring charges against them—in fact we have habeas corpus laws to
prevent Just such occurrences— many people felt that therefore the
Japanese Americans were guilty of something. As a matter of fact no
case of sabotage has ever been shown to originate from Japanese Ameri-
cans, even In Hawaii where no mass evacuation was ever carried out.
The Japanese were acutely conscious of this fesling.

The other handicap under which these people labored was that im-
mediately after Fear! Harbor many of the aliens, mostly men, were ar-
rested by the WBX as a preventative measure and held in Internment.
This action deprived the people of their most trusted and capable
leadership at a time of great crisis. Moreover, the group from which
a normal population draws its leaders is the age group from 30-50,
and due to the particular circumstances of Japanese immigration that
group is almost entirely absent In the Japanese American population
at this time. This fact alone was extremely Important in the subse-
quent adjustments made In the centers.

X can tell you only about one relocation center in detail. In
general * of course, they are ail alike. The same regulations govern
the administration of all of them, with the exception (in respect to
particular matters) of Tulc Lake which is new the segregation center.
However, the details of community orientation and organisation differ
from center to center. The factors which account for these differences
are varied and include the differences iIn administrative staffs, the
differences in the background of the residents of the centers, various
historical accidents and so forth. However, Poston will serve as a
good example.

As a community it is like normal American communities In count-
less wayse It has a hospital, a police force, schools, churches, young
peoples* organizations such as the TdSA, the Young Buddhists Associa-
tions, OIrl Scouts and Boy Scouts, a club of veterans of the Halted
States Army, and numerous athletic clubs. It has Saturday afternoon
baseball games and football games, swimming pools which have been
built in the Irrigation ditches, and so on. Xt has an actively func-
tioning community government, which has many of the normal functions
of civic government, although of course it operates within the regu-



lations of th« War Relocation Authority* The community has stores.
all cooperatively owned by the residents libraries» and weekly movies»
including the regular adventures of Tarsan and Superman*

Its sons and daughters have gone Into the armed foroes of the
United States» as have the sons and daughters of other communities*
Over 750 boys have been called by their draft boards from Poston» since
Jan* 1» 1944» when the service was reopened to them and a large pro-
portion of them have been inducted into the regular army or the en-
listed reservee Many are seeing active service in Italy nowl A group
of 55 is leaving for active service next week and they will be given
an appropriate send-off» as have others who have gone* Poston fami-
lies also receive telegrams from the _tar Department» informing them
of the wounding or death of their sons* there have been occasions for
memorial services In all of the centers*

these are the ways In which Poston Is like any other community»
and they are extremely important* But because you are familiar with
the similarities» 1 would like to spend more time on the differences»
the ways In which Poston Is not like most communities In America*
the differences are extremely interesting» but care must be taken not
to distort their actual importance* The similarities are the result
of forty years in this country as far as the issei are concerned» and
the nisei for the most part know no other country* It Is the similari-
ties which are making possible the suooeaful adjustment of Americans
of Japanese ancestry In other parts of the country today*

One of the obvious sources of|difference Is that the Issei— or
first generation— have|retained a certain number of Japanese tastes
and habits* Many of the families are more closely knit than most or-
dinary American families; the control which the parents exercise over
the children is greater and of a slightly different sort* This cre-
ates additional problems for the nisei who feel obligated to respect
the wishes of their parents» but who are pulled in other directions .
by their sultural and professional iInterests* The issel have maintain-
ed many of their own forms of artistic expression in music» poetry
and drama* One of the compensations of center life has been that
many of the hard-working farmers and their wives have had for the first
time sufficient leisure to indulge theilr aesthetic interests* The
women attend with enthusiasm classes in flower-making and flower-ar-
rangement » English» and sewing®* The men play go» a complicated chess-
like game9§]have developed a consuming interest in baseball» and also
spend many evenings practicing atal* a form of the classical no drama»
in which an Individual presents a long sollliquy in a peoular chant-
ing style* The dramatic presentations range all the way from humor-
ous skits based on center life to occasional presentations of classi-
cal drama* There are also musical groups which practice together and
perform on special occasions*

There is also the problem of language= Only a relatively few of
the older generation left In Poston speak English competently* Many
know enough to?carry on simple conversations» and many are endeavoring
to improve their knowledge against the time which they will leave the



center. Conversely, very few of the nisei who remain on the center
speak enough Japanese to interpret complicated conversations or die*
oumslona where mutual anderetending and factual accuracy ere very
importal. This situation creates administrative problems in add!»
tion to the iImportant problems oreeted in the families themselves
where communication between the generations is on a veryflImltcd
scale. A common result of sueh a language situation is the develop»
meat of a pidgon language; nisei English has begun to show some Indi»
cations of such trends already* They do not spent as accurate English
as thgy did two years ago because of the iIncreased contact with yep*
anese

There are other things. An inclination is discernible among the
older people to shun individual responsibility« They prefer to dele*
gate responsibility to committees rather than to individuals« There
la some tendency to use go-betweens when a situation arises which
might prove ambarassing to one party or the other. These preferences
«eam strange to us who are accustomed to the use of delegates ré&tharn
than emissaries, and who pride ourselves on face-to-face dealings,
hioh habits are much less pronounced in these people than they are in
the Orient, of course, and one soon grows accustomed to them« The Jap-
anese Americans 1 hava known at Poston are anything but Inscrutlbie
and unfathomable« It is possible to g»t to know them just as one
gets to the members of any other. community and to predict their reac-
tions with the same accuracy. .

A much more significant difference between Poston andlaverage j
American communities iIs the eoonokb basis |of the community* The wage
scale 1f from #15 to #19 a month, depending on the degree of responsi-
bility involved in the job. Food, clothing, end shelter are provided
on a scale calculated to meet minimum needs. Housing is in army bar-
racks set up in ordinary theater of operations fashion. Each family
iIs allowed an apartment about BO by 25 feet in sine with no parti-
tions except curtains or screens which they have put up. Each group
of 14 barracks teach barrack consisting of four apartments) has e com-
mon mess hall, a common laundry room, and common bathing and toilet
facilities* Allowances for clothing are issued to workers and their
dependents at rates of #1*50 to #3*50 per month depending on the age
of thp recipient* Persons who ere unable to work receive public as-
sistance* Since Jobs pay so little there is not much financial iIn-
centive for work# A great deal of hard work has been and is being
done but the motivation comes from prestige factors, and from an ap-
preciation of the psychological rewards of having work to do and do-
ing 1t well. It iIs a subsidised community; the residents do not own
the houses they live In or the land they farm, they have invested
nothing but their labor, and consequently the fruits of the land do
not accrue to them. Moreover, i1t Is but a temporary heme for them,
though they may not yet know when they will leave the oenter or where
they will go*

i Iin addition, the evacuees have a common bond- such as never ex-
isted prior to evacuation— which separates*them from the administra-
tive personnel and results from their common experiences of evacuation



oMa detention* The extentlcn to American citizens of the restrictions
OA aliena was a more sever blew to nisei who had been proud and secure
lu their citizenship, than was evacuation itself« The loss and suffer-
ing caused by evacuation has brought bitterness and distrust In Its
wake. Such feelings are neither all-"ersuaalve nor permanentt as the
courage of those who have chaerfully begun their lives again In other
parts ifthe country testifies* Besettlament of the Japanese Americans
has so far been successful and there iIs no reason to suppose that it
will not continue to be*

There myeltwo oorrollaries of evacuation which gt think deserve
mention* Inst summer an article by three young Japanese-Americans
appeared iIn the Public Opinion Quarterly* The three authors were all
trained iIn the social sciences in California colleges ; they shared
with their families the experiences of evacuation and center life*

The introduction to the article» a discussion of psychological factors
in the resettlement of Japanese Americans» points up aspect of evacua-
tion and its consequences®¥/iX quotes

eelore than thirty million Europeans are believed to be victims
of social upheaval- ousted from their homes» separated from their
loved ones» and transported into unfamiliar lanis* In Asia also the
number of those uprooted as the result"Of the war runs into many mil-
lions* Even in our own United States movements of population have
been great» with concentration in centers of war production and mili-
tary training* At the termination of the war the resettlement and per-
manent rehabilitation of all these people throughout the World will be
a tremendous talk*

"¢hen eompared with the!ltotal picture» the problem of resettling
the Japanese evacuees from the United States west coast seems tlisotsh -
insignlfleant* The evacuees comprise less than one-tenth of one per
cent of the population of the United States* The solution of this
problem, nevertheless» will be of immense importance to the United
States IT she is to play a significant role iIn relocating other dls-
piaeed people, for It presents an opportunity to gain that practical
experience rtilonh will be of great value iIn the general management of
evacuation and resettlement programs*B

The perspective in which these paragraphs place the experience of
the Japanese American minority is that of the practical social scient-
Ist* Evacuation has presented an extraordinary opportunity for the
collection of data for analysis and comparison* Its significance
lies 1In the fact that the opportunity has beenexploited* The data
has bean of two general types, though the categories overlap consider-
ably* The techniques of making such a shift in a segment of the
population have h d to be worked out step by step by the War Beloca-
tion Authority* The difficulties of caring for the physical, economic,
social and spiritual needs of a sizeable group of people, whose pat-
terns of behavior differ to a greater or less degree fro® the norms
of American culture, broad and varied though those be, have been
faced by a government agency, and the lessons thereby learned are
capable of application#la the many comparable situations whleh arise



