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h TOM YOSHIYAMA, Tule Lake Center Stockade, July

You are a oitizen?

T was born in Sglinas, the rodeo citye
How old are you?

26 right now.

And you don't have parents in the Center?
No, they are deade

Do you have any brothers or sisters?

No relatives whatsoevers. I do not know the reason why I am being
confined here for eight months. Of course, I am a member of the
negotiating committee, exeoutive seoretary, but what I did I acted
in behalf of the people of the colony and because I was secretary

T never said a word in a meeting anyway and of ocourse, as you
probably already know, the people of Blook 6 elected me to represent

their interests, snd gsxx block representetives got together in
after the

Mess Noe 15, they also elected me a member of the negotiating
committee and executive secretary because I was educated in Japan
and I am educated here too.

How long were you educated in Japan. Ae About 4 years I think.

You are what they call "ibei. A. Yes, f‘ibei.

Of course they try to pin something about the November 4th incident.
is far as that is concerned, I took no part in i%, although I wenb

to the motor pool, but I am sure there are sbout four or five Japanewe
employees that will witness for me although I don'y, know their names
and doubt if I ocan recollect their faces either but I told them if
any young men come, tell them %o go home, but as soon as I said

that I returned to the meeting again, But it seems that the WRA
thinks that I had a part in that riote

They apparently have the idea, as far as I can gather, that you
fellows promoted and conspired to have a disturbance.

They think that the members of the negotiating committee was one
that put out that riot, But I don't think they can prove it, as
far ag I am concerned I had no part, I never did try and urge
anybody to commit violences

TWhere were you located before you were in this camp?

Before, I was in Utah, Topaz-=

With most of the S n Fpanciscanse.

Of course, I was in Sen Francisco, and there I was evacuated to
Sente Anite and from there to Topaz, then I came here. I h&®s had
been in the center esbout a month and a half,the 13th of this
month will be exactly eight months for me.
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You ceme in here November 13th? Ae Yese
And I suppose the military -

Picked me up? Oh, yes, sbout 40 of them all around the block and about four
of them came in, searched me and searched the whole room and came in and
picked me up smt with flash lights and bayonetse was & sight thoughe They
put me in the little Stokkade there for about 4 dayse\Oh, I had a xumgiy
helloffa time in there, jiminy, that place-=- -

N\

In \what sense?

Well, in the first place you can't wash your face or anything and of course
if you want & toilet or something two police guards escorted us with the
point of bayonet, even if we sat a couple of minutes on the toilet, urging
us to hurry up. It was really a terrible times And every time of eating
they brought us to the mess hall up there and sbout 20 soldiers maybe more
escorted us to that mess hall and we ate and came back againe I had that
experience of one week or eight days altogether,

Did they push you around at all?

They didn't bxk beat me up or anybthing like that, but of course we couldn't do
vory much against a bayonet anyway. So we just took the consequences as calmy
as we could, but it was very unpleasant the way we were treateds Of course,
when we were transferred here the food situation was the worst., Jhen we were
first in here we only had rice and carrots I don't know how many weekse. The
food now is a little better. Much better compared to the time we used to
havee Of course we had some rice--so much--and one sppon and if lucky a carrot
on top, and of course we have to eat because there is nothing else. But it
was very ursanitary here. Incidentally, I was the first spokesman for the
Stockade until December lsst and I negotiated with Lte Shaner who was in charge
of the Stockade quite often, trying to get e bucket and broom and some
sanitary facilities, disinfectants, etc., but we didn't accomplish wvery much.

There aren't very many of you in there?

18 of use

Tell me, while you were at Topaz you asked for expatriation?

Yos, I dide

Had you previously filled out the questionnaire?

What questiommaire?

That long one, with questions 27 and 28.

Wigs it at that time you asked for expatriation? A, Yes, I did at that time too.

Of course, most of the people in here have the intention of going back to Japan
anywaye How about you?

Yes, I do too because of the faot that I have all my brothers and sisters in Japan
and since my father died,only about 5 months ago I received a telegram from Japan
stating that my father died, and because of his death I have to go back and take
care of the property since they are all in my name now,
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But you are prepared to expatriate yourself at any time? B, Yese
I understend lir, Ennis wa®g around here reeentlye. Did he talk to you?
FProm the emigration?

From the Dgpartment of Justice’ about three or four days agoe

Yes, he did but I don't know, I think I will still hang on to my citizenship yet.
I understand I can drop it any time I like.

Two years from now, when you think conditions are right,

You see, since we are elected members of the negotiation committee, we have to
go back, otherwise the Center won't be normal. The people still support use
We have to go back and xmf resigne If we resign, then the Center will eleot
new representativess So I can't go to Santa Fe or any place. Otherwise,

I have to go back and put in my resignation. That is why the people are
supporting us nows

Of oourse, the line that Bgst's office is taking is that they want you to
request Bxpatriation now and that will solve ymmx this #kff% problem by
immediately sending you to Sﬂnta Foe

They want us to resign now. In other words, lir., Best has made quite a lot
of blunierse Committed himself too muche Like Block 9, that is where my
fiancee is, they had mess trouble and Mr. Tordi and Ishimeru (?) when they
left there for Sante Fe they told me everything and they put everything in
my hands and in case they bring it out in the court they want this case
cleared tooe. The dope is that first Ishimaru and Tonya? and Oka--?, three
of these gentlemen, were interned here for about two months and the charges
wore that they were making liquor in their home. That was the first charge.

But these three gentlemen they don't even drink liguor and they never make
any liquor at all,

They were accused of selling it, I suppose, not drinking it?

Accuséd of making it too. They were xim released because they couldn't find
anything against them. About a month later they picked them up again, this
time five of them, these same three gentlemen and one my fiancee's father,
this time they acoused them of intimidating school teachers not to work.

Are the parents opposed to their children learning English?

Oh, yese They just had a meeting at Block 9 and they had a meeting in regard
to the Japanese tea that was sent to this country through Red Cross.
the tea didn't amount to much, but became it came from a far
because it was from Japan they wished to have it divided equally. And because
some of the Japanese block residents hid it and Just drinking it themselves
they talked about it and naturally 5 of them they wanted some explanation,..
and lr, Tonee before he said anything at the meeting he showed what he wag

Of course
-aWay country and

going to say to the block manager to get O.K.and the blook manager gave him
OeKe, so he said what was there, and they apportioned it. So I, Tonee thourht
that was all right, he didn't think of anything else and about a day later he
wa.g picked up, accusing him of intimidating these Japanese school or American
school teachers-something like that, some teacher anyways Of course, what I
think is the Japanese made a false report to the WRA which even then the WRA

should have investigated more thoroughly bafore they put it out in a paper
like that--RA put it on a radio.
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Ifhere has been some difficulty in the Center subsequently?

Yes, of course I never was in the Center, I don't know how it is. But I ean
sense some friction, yese.

And undoubtedly divergent groups in the Cgnter. Have all the 18 fellows that
are left asked for expatriation?

I think so,

Did they do so originally, do you think? A. I think so.
K/'hei
In other words, most of these are Chibei? A, Yese.
mich Ki'he
How is it so mmmgxof the leadership is Chibei?
/ Lo

You think Chibei have a leadership?
I don't know myself,

I don't think that is right, though. Of course, there is more nationalistic,
brought up in Japanese fashion.

I mean here at this Center,

At this Center, I don't know--I never had the chance to see anything,

’ )7,
VXU A 9.0 O 2N
This whole negotiation committee was essentially a Chibei and Isei group, I take it,

Now, did you have any hearing?

Fn.om the WRA they don't give me much chance. Uo you know whet they said, they
saild you son-of=g=bitch,

Who said that?

liart heres TwWo other boys who were being investigated, the same thinge. And
quite a lot of others, I don't know their names. They didn't give me a chance
to say anything, I talked about the food, how bad it was compared to Topaz
Conter where I came from, and they got perfeotly nasty and almost pushed me
downe And there were two police, a sentry and guard that brought me here

and they just said you son of a biteh and pointed at mes I don't think they
really investigated me, thoughs,

Wiould you say that among the 250 picked up there might have been some
bad boys among the group?

Ch, probably there were, But I don't know for sure because I never was friendly
out theres Since I came in here I have gotten friendly. You have to make
friends and talk in here.

You didn't know any of these people at Topaz? None of them came from Topaz, did they?
There are some from Topaz,
Any of them who were on this negotiating committee?

No, I am the only one from Topaze
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They even stopped some mails Outside the Cgnter they censor it and
even take it, I thinks I had some letter coming from the Spanish
Consul, I think, because my girl friend wrote that she sent it, I
never received it., Of course I even had a talk with the army once
regarding that and the army said flatly that in time of war they
could do anything they pleased,

Have they continued to censor yowmail since the Apmy? A, Yes.
Who censors it?

The WRA, I imagine. That is why we can't get in contact with anyone.,
With whom did you try to get in touch? Not me.

No, I wrote to the Spanish Consul about the conditions in here,

But you are a citizen, you have no standing with him.

No, but I thought there is no one else I could really writes But I
doubt if it went out.

You never got an answer? Ae Noo
You follss haven't gotten any mail since the 1st of July?

No mail at alles And they pubt that beaverboard up so we cannot even wave
hands any more.

Do you think anybody was signalling from there?
I wasn't,

You knew there was a mmrder in the Center recently, didn't you?

Yos, the Internal Securities men told me,

Apparently there is some feeling that possibly the murder wasgfengineered
from ¥hak this Stockadee

After putbting that thing up there, I thought I knew that feeling=-
When did they put it up?

On the third, I think, 32d or 2nd of July,.

I assume the only reason they did is to prevent you from commnicating,

I don't know what they're doing. You would like to see your friends

even irom a distance, But if they think we are signalling, I don't care,
I don't think anybodywas signalling and besides a thing like that, nobody
would work on our order anyway. I doubt it, If I told you to attack
someone I don't think you would do it. The murder was a grudge, that
person had it so long. Of course, that food investigation, Co=op,

things they sell are too expensive. This is hearsay, I don't know
anything definite,
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Raymond R, Best, Projeet Director,
War Reloeation Authorlty,
Tule Lake Swgregation venter,
Newell, Modoe County, Calif,
I hereby demand that you immediately release
from confinement and detention in The Stockade éOM S.

YOSHIYAMA and GEORGE T. KURATOMI, my elients, who are

native-born American citizens wrongfully 1mprlsonedby you

i

in said The Stockade:Ugiyemy without M’ 2
the kind and type of il trials guaranteed to

them by the Constitution and laws of the United ©tates.

RE g .
stop. How dare you &ég; these eitizens of thelr
constitutional rights and libertiesg «%w /VZ//ZL //ZV/ #

Wayne M, Collins,
Attornay-at—law,
Mills Tower,

San Fran01sco, Calif,
Garfield 1218.

Attorney for Tom S, Yoshiyama

George T. Kuratomi,




Tom S. Yoshiyeama
90o-A

Tuie Lake Center
Newell, Calif.
Aug., 24, 1944

Mr. Wayne Collins
Mill Tower '
San Francisco, Calif.

Dear Sir:

On August 25,1944 at about 2:00 P.M., Messrs.
foshio Shimonishi, George Kuratomi, and I were released
from the Stockade., I have clearly stated that I do not
wish to be reieased from the Stockade unless everybody
is released with me but Mr. Schmidt, head of tne Internal
Security, has put a pressure on me that I had to leave
the Stockade back to the colony. There are stiil seven
people 1lift in the Stockade. There names are: Messrs,.
Andrew Sugimoto, Isamu Uchida, Fred T. Hamamoto, Yuklo
Kobayashi, Yoshio Kobayasn., Tetsuo Abe, and Tomio Kazama.

if it is iegally possible, Mr. George Kuratomi
and I stiil wish to make a test case whether the project
director is authorized to confine any people in the
Stockade for almost ten months without proper hearing
end sentence. The inhuman treatment received during our
confinement is disgusting and disgraceful.

Mr. George Kuratomi and I wish to take action
at your earliest convenience possibie, We wish you to
represent us in handling the case for us. We wiil put
everything in your hand.

Your kind attention to the above will be great-

1y appreciated.
\') ry);}ncere y yours,
shiysma
[ ]

Tom S./

[
|




WAYNE 1L, COLLINS,

Mills Tower,

Sen Francisco, 4, Calif,
Garfield 1218,

Attornegr for Applicant.

IN THE SOUTHERN DIVISION OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Application of
TOM S. YOSHIYAMA

For a Writ of Habeas Corpus,

<8~

RAYMOND R. BEST, Project Director,
Tule Lake Segregation Center,

)
(
)
{
)
j
Applieant, g
(
)
(
)
(
)

Respondent.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

GOOD CAUSE APPEARING upon the reading and filing herein of
the Applieation for Writ of Habeas Corpus of TOM S. YOSHIYAMA:

IT IS ORDERED that RAYMOND R. BEST, Project Director, Tule
Leke Segregation Center, respondent herein, appear before this
Court, Room , Post Offiece Building, 7th and Mission Streets,

San Franceiseo, Cglifomia, on , the day of

, 1944, at the hour of o'clock

said day, then and there to show cause, if any he has, why a writ
of habeas eorpus as prayed for in said Application For Wrif of
Hgbeas Corpus should not issue herein and the applieant be dis-
charged from detention by the respondent, and that a copy of said

A4




Application For Writ of Habeas Corpus anml this Order To Show Cause

be served upon said Rgymond R. Best, the said respondent.
’ P

Deted: August

1 e ""“:} T /'ln -\ "”-!
DISTRICT JUDGE.




Wayne M, Collins,

Mills Tower,

San Franeisco, Calif.
Garfield 1218.

Attorney for Applicant.

IN THE SOUTHERN DIVISION OF THE UN TATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DIS ] CALIFORN IA
In the Matter of the Application of
TOM S. YOSHIYAMA
For a Writ of Habeas Corpus,
Applicent,
VS -

RAYMOND R. BEST, Project Director,
Tule Leke Segregation Center,

APPLICATION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS

TO0 THE HONORABLE THE SOUTHERN DIVISION OF THE UNITED STATES
puw
co

DISTRICT URT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA:

ion of TOM S. YOSHIYAMA for a writ of habeas
corpus respectfully shows:
i 4
The appliecant is now and at all times herein mentioned has
been an adult male eivilian and a native bom citizen of the
United States of America and of the State of California ani here-
tofore resided in Salinas, Monterey County, California, his domi-
cile.
II
The respondent, Rgymond R, Best, is the Projeet Director of

1
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the Tule Lake Segregation Center, a concentration eamp situated
and maintained, unmier color of authority of the United States, in
the immediate vieinity of Newell, llodoc County, California: as
such projeet director he has the custody of all prisoners deteined
in said concentration camp aml of all prisoners detained in "The
Stockade", a prison set up and maintained within the confines of
said conecentration camp by the responient wherein the respondent

now unlawfully detains and ever since on or about November 13,

(o Bl o o bl S Sitro O o) Rl S lae il o LR 40

1943, unlawfully has detained the applicant: said respondent is
not a judieial officer of the United States of America or of the
State of California and there is not and never has been any power
lawfully conferred upon him to arrest, try, imprison and detain
the applieant or to do any of said things.
ITE

On or about November 13, 1943, respondent, professing to act
under color of authority of the United States, caused the appli-
cant to be arrested within the boundaries of the aforesaid con-
centration camp and to be incarcerated in "The Stockade" afore-
said: at no time during or sinece said summary arrest and imprison-
ment has the respondent or anyone for or on his behalf or other-
wise informed the applicant of the nature and cause of any accusa-
tion against him, confronted him with any witnesses against hinm,
given him the benefit of ecompulsory process for obtaining witness-
es in his favor, informed him of his right to counsel or offereQ
him the assistance of counsel for his defense, granted or provided
him with or offered him the right to a fair publie trial by an
impartial jury or by a lawfully constituted court of competent

jurisé@ietion, none of which said rights and privileges of national

and state citizenship were waived by the applieant, but deprived

and continues to deprive the applicant of each and all of said
rights and privileges guvaranteed by the Congtitution and laws of

2
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the United States and, in particular, by the provisions of the
6th Amendment end the due process clause of the 5th Amendment of
the Constitution: ever since said date the applicant has been and
now is unlawfully econfined and detained in the said "The Stockade"
by the respondent against the applicant's will and desire.

v

The aforesaid unlawful arrest and detention of the applicant

by the responient were not and are not in accordance with the Con-

stitution and lesws of the United States and the same are and each
of them is null anml void but), notwithstanding the same, the appli-
cant unlawfully was and is imprisoned, restrained and deprived of
his liberty against his desire and will by sald respondent who
professed and professes to aet and to detain the applieant in the
aforeaaid "The Stockade™ unier color of authority of the United
States.
v

The applicant is now unlawfully imprisoned, restrained ani
deprived of his liberty by the respondent, under ceolor of authori-
ty of the United States in violation of the Constitution and laws
of the United States, in the aforesaid "The Stockade" which is
situated within the jurisdiection of this Court and within the geo-
graphical confines of the aforesaid concentration eamp.

VI

The Congress of the United States has not proclaimed martigl
law applieable to any portion of the continental United States or
authorized martial rule to be enforced over the applicant or any
eivilian citizen therein and has not suspende& the writ of habeas
corpus: the President has not authorized or attempted to authorize
the institution of martial mle within the confines of the eontin-
ental United States and has not authorized or attempted to author-
ize the suspension of the writ of hab@as corpus therein: the Con-

B




gress and the President heve not, and neither of them has, es-
tablished or authorized the establishment of a military or provi-
sional government over the applieant or over any American eitizen
engaged in civilian activities within the boundaries of the econ-
tinental United States: continuously and without interruption all
our federal and state eivil authorities, inecluding the federal
and state couris, long prior to, on and ever since December 7,
1941, have been and now are open and functioning normally and in
accordance with the duties entrusted to them by law: no real or
apparent threat or danger of invasion to the continental United
Ptates exists.
Vi1

There does not exist and there never has existed any lawful
reason or justification whatsoever for the arrest, imprisonment
and detention of the applieant in the said "The Stockade" by the
respondent or for the responient depriving and having deprived
the applicant of the kind and type of fair public trial guaranteed
by the Constitution and laws of the United States aml, in partieu-

lar, that safeguarded by the provisions of the 6th and 5th Amend-

ments of the Constitution, or for the respondent having unlawfully

seized the person of the applicant in violation of the provisions
of the 4th Amendment of the Constitution and there does not now
exigt any lawful reason or justifiecation for the said detention
of the applicant in the aforesaid "The sStockade" by the respondent,
VIIL

No other application for a writ of habeas corpus in this mat-
ter, upon the grounds and faets hereinabove alleged, has been made
to this or any other ecourt by the appliecant or by anyone for or on
his behalf.

WHEREFORE, the applicant demands that a writ of habeas corpus
or an order to show ecause issue herein direecting and commanding

A
-l




the respondent to produce the body of applicant before

A

at a time to be specified therein and to show cause,
has, why he arrested, imprisoned and
then and there to do what this Court

detention of applicant, and

ha rged from imprisonment and detention in the aforesaid "The

otockade™,

Applieant.




STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

COUNTY OF MODOC.
being first duly sworn,
is the appliecant in the foregoing Application For Writ
Corpus named; that he has read the
and that

information and belief

L
tre.




In the Matter of the Application of
TOM S. YOSHIYAMA,
For a Writ of Hebeas Corpus,

Applicant,

-VS =
RAYMOND S, BEST, Project Director,

Tule Lgke Segregation Center, D
R, Director, War Relo

e B
/ Aot and HAR .
éereta of /the Anteri

APPLICATION FOR WRRT OF HABEAS CORPUS

ONORABLE, THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, SOUTHERN DIVISION:

The applieation of Tom S, Yoshiyama respectfully shows:
I

Petition is now and at all times herein mentioned has been
&-¢ivilian and
a native born citizen of the upnited otates and of the State of
i domiclied S LA
California, heretofore reaiding in tie 7=, “77'T) "\ |, State of
California, /)/"

£

Rz npo mhenk j xRy me
HKegpondent is the Bk Pro jeet Director of the Tule Lake
Segregation Center, a concentration cammpp camp meintei ned

under eolor of authority of the United States) & as such

Projeet Director has the eustody of all prisoners detained /2%

a=the-seid~ponoenitiation-—eamp and of all prisoners detained
,4_,/‘,/ l

3

in "The Stockade™, a prison within,said concentration camp
ANf

ARV A o
set up and maintained m#ﬁlnﬂ.thnm.mf&-ﬁ&&-‘ﬁ&efeof,

i un : . o2t/
wherein respondent now unlawfully detains the applicant, /72
o 0/ 1 SN e Wl '
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Tom S. Yoshiyama,




On or about . 1911~, ap Ullcant was
seized by responient, ‘

unreasonable and oppressive examinet-ion-by- tifreﬁ'eepeaéent
& &) '3 %7 ’(L / /ﬁ-‘o
without being informaed of the nature, Me cause\z#r A
) 7 Y J AE e ',--’,'w—";;-f",d-'.'"
accusa/}on a;alnst hlm and without " 1&&5 o
//)’,4{'44,/' i oA . AN 4 A Chvprlip ’ PP 294 fos AP one sy ot es iy S oo 2
_ Soneshs .";.”"fﬁ;~_;.* ® Kavé couh sel Of/hlo oWy oh0031ng
A’/a« »{, .

T _”u.,.‘ et

'‘was subjected to an arbitrary,

unreasonable anl oppressive examination mmd was ordered 4 /-,»w;:«,’fy;/

ani forthwith inearcerated by said repondent in "The
Stockade" aforesaid, and ever since then has been and
il
B Ak memmmfmi mkoanandniekextxa

/now is confined and detainel in the said "The Stockade”.

2
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v
Said examination and detention was not in accordance
with the Constitution and laws of the United States and is
null and void but, notwithstanding said unlawful examination,
cenyhztkoamand anl convietion the applicant is imprisoned
and restrained of his liberty by said respondent acting

uwnl er color of authority of the United states of Ameriea.




Applicant is now unlawfully imprisoned under cecolor of
authority of the United States of Ameriea in violation of
the Constitution anmi laws of the United States; that said
mrhsomex prison, "The Stockade", is gituated within the
confines of the aforesaid concentration camp, the Tule Igke
Segregation Center, which is approximately miles from
the courttoom of this Court ami within the jurisdietion of
this court.

v

That neither the said mommemtm prison nor the said
concentration ecamp nor any portion ofmthamxaxifizntoxab
of the State of Cglifornia nor any portion of the Pacife
Coast is within an area where martial rule prevails or
where

v

That Congress has not proclaimed martial law andxhxax
mahx hxst ik ot ed nnartied memde x
affeeting

v

fidaark mmimmmﬁmgrnsmzcmimnxma a6 hie fix Bxper nkior wx

ot mad bk | mEor QY asm Y morX txa

That Congress has not proclaimed martial law applicable
to amyxperkimnmof the State of Califormia or to any portion
thereof and has not hmmtinbmted mamfdxbxrmxi® authorized martial
rule to be applied to any portion thereof or to affeect any
citizen or civilian therein; that the President has not and

has not attempted to apply or authorize the institution or

martial law or martial rule to any portion of Cgliformia or

martial rule over any eitizen or c¢ivilian therein; that




namnhi hkaynx arnpmomksionak mgo v rm ezt k sxhsenn get nop xnhen
no authorized military or provisionsl government has been

authorlzed by Congress or by the Executive to be set up over fk/wQ

//“.

civiliaeﬂ~w1th1n said otate of Cglifornia; that said state

of Califomia is not in imminent danger of invasion from
the enemy; that all federal and state eivil authorities,
including the federal and state courts, are now and ever
since December 7, h¥#gx 1941, and mmemmam prior thereto
have been anl now are open and funetioning normally amd in
accordanc e with law; that no real or apparent threat of
danger to the United States exists amli no martial law
existé and the writ of habeas corpus has not been suspended

by Congress,

VI
That there did not and there does not exist any justifi-
cation whatsoever for respondent having denied applicant
the kind of trial guaranteed by the Constitution and laws
of the United States and, in particular, the kind of trial
safeguarded by the provisions of the 6th Amendment and the

due process clause of the 5th Amendment of the Constitutiong.

WHEREFORE, apoplicant prays that a writ imsmedmndimeshimg
or an order to show cause issue herein direeting the
respondent to produce the body of applicant before this Court
at a time and place tmmbe xhxmraim xaxer et xhxerax nx
therein to be specified and then and there to receive and do
what this Court shall order concernlng the detention and

restraitn of applieant; that saa&~¢s=;nnﬁent th ereupon be




ordered discharged from the detention and imprisonment in

the aforesaid "The Stockade"




fin the Matter of the application of
TOM S. YOSHIYAMA
For a Writ of Habeas corpus,
Applicant,
-vs -
RAYMOND S. BEST, fro ject Direetor, lule

Lake begreaatlon Center, Lotlp_ J Fres
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/Jf/.fw A oy / W, 4z V'  Respondent.

APPLICATION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS

TO THE HONORABLE THE SOUTHERN DIVISION OF THE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA:

The application of TOM S. YOSHIYAMA for a writ of habeas

corpus respectfully shows:
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r ig now and at all times herein mentioned has been

an adult male eivilian and a native born citizen of the United
i
States of america and of the ostate of California, (neretofo”e
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Callfornla.:ﬁfzﬁg,hz/..
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Salinas,
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Respon&ent/}s the Pro jeet bLirector of the Tule Iske Segre-
gation Center, a concentration camp situa ted and maintained,
und er color of authority of the United States, in the immediate
vieinity of Newell, Modoec County, California: as such projeect
direetor he has the custody of all prisoners detained in said
concentration eamp and of all prisoners detained in "The Stockesde",
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& prisonymithir the conrines of said concentration camp seé—wp—

anﬁnmeia%emmmd by the respondent sa® wherein the respondent now A8,
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and ever 31nce on or about ;194 , has unlawfully

detalned e 5Qsa1d respondent is not a judiecial officer
of the United atates’of America or of the State of Calif
f%éff ) P / /”"Z’f 'Zij for.
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nt withig the qureuaJd concentratlon camp and
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without béid%J g ) /OF the fatdre and cause of any a ceusation

against him and w1thout beyﬁa conPronﬁqa with any witnesses
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against him and without huuang the benefat of compulsory process
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for obtaining w1tnesses in his favor and without hewismg and
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w1thout bekﬂg 1nformeq ot hl}’rl sht to have mammmem the a3815t
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of counuel for hlc defense and b-
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rights and or1v1la3es guaranteed by the Constltutlon and laws of ;

the United States and in particular by the provisions of the

6th Amendment and the due wrocé/; clause of the 5th Amendment of
o J

the Constitution, wess.subjectedsto an arbltva*y, unres s neb]e
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and oppressive examinatidn, and ( rdere@flnoarcerated ghu It
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Stockade" aforesaid, and ever sinece then has been and now is
copfined and detained in the said "The Stockade" Zzswmn
,W;w & oy ] 1:\ 77 4 /
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Salq4€xaMIn8t10n and ;aid detentlon were not 1n accordance

with the Constitution and laws of the united s>tates and the same

are, and each of them is, null and v01d but notw1thstdndlngﬁﬁg§a
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Araen, "‘/ o rs, /,;/«*;/

and restrained of his llberﬁxaoy said respondent who professedzﬁﬂ»wé
/ g £

to aet and to detain ;- mer under color of authority of the

United states.
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is now unlawfully imprisoned and restrained of
his liberty by responient under color of authority of the United
States in viola tion of the Constitution and laws of the United
States: said prison wherein %
said "The Stockade"

which is situated within the Jurlsdlctlon of this bourtyéi/h';{:
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The Congress of the United States has not proclalned martial

©. - 200 TN O O S (A0

=
o

law applicable to any portion of the geographloal United States
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or authorized 1its rule to be enforced oveg;ény civilian citizen

therein: Gongregs-has not—swspemrded—#he—weil of habeas corpus :

;ﬂae Bresident has not authorized or attempted to authorize the
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institution of martial rule within the econfines of the mmmham

continental United otates and has not authorized or attempigg
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to authorize the suspension of the writ of habeas corpu%} Hie inkimen
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Congress and the Fresident have not, and neither of them has,

established or authorized ,the establishment of a military or
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provisional government over, Amerlcan'Zitizens engaged in eivilian
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pursuits within the econfines of the United States!or-asen=tise—
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dinger—of-IAVESION TIOoM the“enemy* mgmm all ofdr federal and

stgte eivil authorltles, ine lud ing the dederal and state eourts,
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Ay mxandh ever sinee December 7, 1941 ha&e Been opem end now

are open and,functlonlng normal%y and in aecordance with the
duties lewfully entrusted to them- “Rm no real or apparent threat
of ma e gaEns hox it e xbr ik el s bx henx ex hstmwm

of danger of invasion to the continental United states exists.amd
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Neither at the time of the/examlnatlon of plesitvreorer by
responient nor since then has there been ncnn&sas thers now-

lanul , A"”»ﬁ )‘X,,w .:‘f i~ ', ""* M I/f '& /A -” .txﬁ-\ pores
e=#st any/reason or justifiedtion what/soever foér respondent

A
having dmmke® deprived applicant of the kind and type of trial
guaranteed by the Constitution and daws of the united sStates
and, in particular, the kind and type of fair trial safeguarded
by the provisions of the 6th Amendment and the due process elause

of the 5th Amendment of the bonstltutlon7 A?b,%/ // 0 o
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No other application for g writ of habeas ecorpus in this
matter, upon the grounds and faets hereinabove asserted, has been
made to this or any other esurt by ; e r or by enyone for
or on his behalf,

WHER FFORE, applicant demanli s that a writ of habeas corpus
or an order to show cause issue herein directing and commanding
the respondent to produee the body of applicant before this
Court at a time smd therein to be specified ami o show cause,
if any he has, why he arrested and detains pet;tinner and then
and there to do what this court shall order conoernln# the said

detention and restraint of

be ordered discharged from GnESEeEwNsRMNY
‘é &r\# i
@sﬁon&%idﬁjin the aforesaid "The Stoeckade".

Peti tioner.




In the lMatter of the Application of
TOM S. YOSHIYANA
For a VWrit of Habeas Corpus,
Appliecant,
VS~

RAYMOND R. BEST, Projeet bDirector,
Tule Lake Segregation Center,
DILLON S. MEYER, Director, War
Reloecation authority, HAROLD H.
ICKES, Secretary of the Interior,

Respondent s,

PLICATION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS

TO THE HONORABLE THE SOUTHERN DIVISION OF TH
COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNI
The application of TOM S. YOSHIYAMA for a writ of habeas
corpus respectfully shows:
X
Appliecant is now and at all times herein mentioned has been
an adult male eivilian and a native bom citizen of the United

States of ameriea anml of the State of California and heretofore
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resided in Salinas, fQu»%42»0f. County, California, his domiecile.
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Respond ent Raymonﬂ,l. Best is the fro jeet Director of the
tule +ake Segregation Center, a concentration camp situated and
maintained, unier color of authority of the United otates, in
immediate vieinity of Newell, Modoe County, California; as such
projeet director he has the custody of all prisoners detained in
said concentration camp and of all prisoners detained in "The
Stockade", a prison set up and maintained within the
sald concentra tion camp by the responient wherein the respondent
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now unlawful‘“”'talns and ever since on or about £#;
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etained the applieant
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a judiecial officer of the United States of Ameriea or
of Californis and there is not and never has been any power law-
fully conferred upon him to arrest, try, imprison and detain the
applicant or to do any of said thing
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On or about Z}f”h,/w } , 1943, responient, professing

to act unler color of authority of the United States, caused the

the boundaries ¢ aforesaid

Do 729.%;?;,.,,(,
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during apa-edeer sald sugmary arrest —%w the
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regponient, or anyone for on his belm lf/}, informsfthe applicant of

I .«;qv' &

the nature and cause of any :aeccusation against him, egnfron;/k'zi.rzz
with any witnesses against him, giveyhim the benefit of compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, infomm him of his

right to counsel or offer him theiassistancecof edunsel for his

S0 Bl i ) K )y = s 1A
(lefen?')uu-{,p.fu/ the Tight to tmal by an impartial jury or

by a lawfully constituted court of competent jurisdietion, none

of which said rights and privileges of na mongl and s‘u te eiti
LA 7 T‘{ 'l.’ﬁ; 7
ship were waived by the ap plicant; but depmved/ tne appllcmt of
7 \

each aml all of said rights and privileges guaranteed by the

vonstitution and laws of the United States aml, in particular, by
the provisions of the 6th Amendment and the due proecess clause of
the 5th amendment of the Uonstitution; ever since said.hmemmmcexax

ik omm kmx mamdon ¥ ke Sho sk de th date the applicant has been and
w%%t&aﬁ;-,“}"
now is dmtmmreE confinel and detained in the said "The Stockade"

by respondent L@y ~Ay@ri &4 4 Ly Aref
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IV
Said unlawful arrest selliessvespior ond detention of the appli-
cant by the responient were not and are not in accordance with
the Constitution and laws of the United States and the same are,
and each ofaﬁhem is, null and void but, notwithstanding the same,
the aopllcanézﬁas and is wwRoweessy imprisoned,amd restrained
and deprived of his liberty against his desire and will by said
responient who professed mﬂﬁjgimfmsmEmAmgrﬁﬁf:?tﬂuf?Tgﬁf;pﬂmﬂmxmam
professes to act and to detain the a; gl;cant undier color of
authority of the United States.
v
Applicant is now unlawfully imprisoned,mmh restrained and
deprived of his liberty by the respondentﬁunder color of authority

of the United ~tates in violation of the Constitution and laws of

the United dtates)in the aforesaid "The otockade" which is situated
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within the jurisdiction of this Court amd within the geographiecal
confines of the aforesaid concentration camp.
VI

The Congress of the United® States has not proelaimed martial
law applicable to any portion of the geographical United States
or authorited its rule to be enforced over the applicant or any
civilian citizen therein and has not suspended the weit of habeas
corups: the fresident has not authorized or attempted to authorize
the institution of martial rule within the confines of the contin-

ental United »tates and has not authorized or attempted t9 - suthor-
77,

(2 *y
ize the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus therein:,.Congress
F 4

and the ‘resident have not, and neither of them has, established
or authorized the establishment of a military or provisional gov-
ernmentover the applicant or any american citizen engaged in eivi-

lian actl 1tles w1th1n t he confines of theAcontinental United

vy L
btates w1thout 1nterrupt10n all our federal anl state eivil auth-
g '”

orities, inecluding the federal and state courts, long prior to7




on and ever since December 7, 1941, have been and now are open
anf dunetioning normally and in accordance with the duties
entrusted to them by law: no real or apparent threat or danger of
‘invasion to the continental United ~tates exists.
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Netther at- tuewtiﬁmro?* he—aforesaid az est ~exeminziion
and-~+mpr i sonmentoof b he-appiieent nor-since then has=thaPe=teen
any l#wful reason or justification wha tsoever for the arrest,
imprisonment and detention of the applieant by the respondent
or for the respondent having deprived applicant of the kind and

(i botl,

kype Of trial guaranteed by the constitufion and laws of the ,
. :/’_' > :,‘_:"g. P

United Utategg and, in particular, thelsine
safeguarde@ by the provisions of the 6th Amendment ard the due
process clause of the 5th ~menément of the Constitution nor does

there now exist any lawfyl reason or justification for the said

' *dfdetent;on of the appkhka applicant.

VIII
No other application for a writ of habeas corpus in this

matter, upon the mg grounds and facts Hereinabove asserted, has
been made to this or any other court by the applicant or by anyone
for or on his behalf.

WHEREFORE, appliecant demands that a writ of habeas corpus
(or an order to show cause)issue hemeimh herein directing and
commanding the responient to produce the body of applicant before
this Court at a time therein to be specified and to SHQHACGQSG
if any he has, why he arreste s e T pash imp risoned
and detains the applicant and then ami there to do what this Court
shall order concerning the said dehmemiimnxemd restrai nt and

detention of applicant, and that the applicant be ordered discha rged

from impri sonment and detention in the aforesaid "The Stoekkde'.

fetitioner.
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vill not return to the colony.

of tha

The Army will not recognize any member
representative of the colony,.

commi

Inasmuch as the Army does not recognize that

is suggested that the people of the Center designate

new election a new representative committee.

represent resentative

sidered by me personally and
advised accordingly.

S

6. An office for this purpose will be established in the

Tardens office.

Signed: VERNE AUSTIN
; e WP
Lb- UUl-, Uik
‘ommand ing
gommandaing




Neme ¢

Where born:

Date of births

Ages

Have you ever voted for publiec officers?

Residence address before evacuations

Employer before evacuation:

Address of employers

Married?

Name of wife:

Number of children, if any:

Parents (meme and address)s

Brothers and sisters (names end addresses)s

Did you register for the draft?
(Under the Selective Training and Service Act of 19407

Tihen were you evacuated?

From where?




To what Assembly Ceubter?

When were you first removed to a Relocation Center?

To which one?

When were you taken to Tule leke? From where?

What is your draft classification?
Were you ever called for induction?

Why weren't you inducted?

Have you ever refused to bear arms for the United States?

When wore you first put in the Stockade?

For what reasons, if you know?

Did anyone inform you why?

When?

What was said?

Were you ever given any hearing by the W.R.A. or any person or board on the cause of your
conf'inement to the Stockade?

Before or after your confinement to the Stockade?




By whom was hearing conducted?

Did anyone represent you at the hamring?
= A

2 )px
Were you informed you had a right to have counsel represent you?
Did you represent yourself?

Were you advised that under the Comstitution you did not have to testify against
J )
v ourself?

Did you %testify volmtarily?

Has the W, R.A, provided for any hearinzs or appeal whereby you csn seek release from
)

- e s
g
the Stoekads

. 2

charges , if any, were brought azainst you that csused you to be put in the
il ~ b M v e . » v v &
tockade?

Were vou

What were the charges or acocusations?

Was your birth ever registered with a Japanese consular office?

Have you agreed to be expatriated to Japan? In writing?

Have you ever renounced allegiance to the United States?

Do you consider yourself to be a loyal citizen of the United Statest




Have you been allowed to see visitors during the tim® you have been in the
Stockade?

Has your mail boen censored while you have been confined?

Have members of your family been allowed to visit you?
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Have friends been allowed to visit you?

Have you been kept incommamicado as lemg sz you were in th

Are any members of your femily serving in

Tom £, Yoshiyema




