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Hello?
cL qA-  ̂  ̂ VMPA

RWi Hello, is this 3VIrs. Takahashi?

STi Correct.

RWi This is Professor Rosalie Wax in St. Louis* a i i d ^ d e h ’t 

kaajtf*..Mr. Pete Hironaka told me that you might b e willing to 

talk to me and be interviewed about your life exper iences before 

and during being at Tule Lake and afterwards.

STi Oh, I see. Pete had called me and he had asked me if I was 

at Tule Lake. Now I did not start at Tule Lake. ̂) X-̂ M d n ft l m e w 

if—whether yotrvrarrted:--to--~- inî rvire^3nerii5l js~-whc~4JĴ ^ ^  e

� �� ��� � � �	 � � ��� � � h �� � � �� � � � � �� �� � � � � � ���	 ��� �� ��� ��� � �� �� � �������

olde T*rTg75Tî f I k - h4m±..what you^@re-re#errir"^- to?—
II c

at another center, but you wanted to be repatriated , is that 

right?

ST* That ’s right. My dad was one of them.

'RWt  -¥tymp~~dad was orrc^of them.— -Yr>vî YT>11'ggAlf>y  r^d-y^-w— go— along? 

'S3U- Nu, § �“ 1 told Paid ̂ 'hat this - might^be«. as ■ ■ £«*■ ■ ■ as -«y personal

nKJamilipc! tha^wATP i pvpl vpd-̂ yr-Hrtrt̂  .

y

NiMPT*~"Yggy~’We' were •

$Jj>t I started at Hmache:^ and then those that wan ted to return

to Japan post war, 

RWi-They

S4U-— Poot war , those that wanted to return were all  transferred

to Tule Lake. Were you aware of that?

RWi . That is you were



pag e 2 # 37 MRS. TAKAHASHI side 1

cqntrihiitinn, a™» <*»¥■ ^  irniir nxli rar not .tha t .,SL

�� now and war broke out in 19^2» so I was in my earl y "teens#

So the relocation itself, we lived out in the farm,  in the 

country, at that time the relocation itself did not  hit me as 

strongly as well say my husband# My husband is form erly from 

L.A. and I don’t know..it might had had something t o do with 

his being a city person vs. a country person. He ma y have 

been more aware of all this political ramifications  and all this 

kind of thing.

RW* Was he at Tule Lake?

ST* No, he was at Amache at that time, but we didn’ t know each 

other, v «

����� ������ �	������������� ! �"� ���� ��"������ ����#�����$

to1 Lamar-. May I ask

before I go any further, are you just getting infor mation by 

way of phone and interview that way?

RWt I had hoped to go and visit people, but when I planned to 

go to California, but then that terrible storm came  and I 

couldn’t go. But I am getting some very fine talks by phone.

ST* Oh I see, so then you can get our feelings.

RW* The people express sometimes, memories come bac k and 

they express very, how should I say, touching thing s, things 

I didn't know. I was, you know, at Tule Lake myself . LbSSflw*.

I don’t know if you know the history at all. I came  after 

the strike had stopped, that was when they would le t a researcher 

in from the University of California and then I sta yed there a 

year and a half, and got to know many people well a nd^have a

~-wh i oh. „cgafffrry See when I..I’m

lot of field notes on it. But I was given this gran t to At J M T W
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talk to peole who were there, you know s o r t ^ f  write
A -*

a report on just how the evacuation effected them.

ST � Well, I was wondering. I did voice that out loud o ne 

time, not recently - I wonder who was going to writ e a book 

on any kind of psychological effect and so forth, b ecause 

I knew it was coming.

RWi That is what I hope to do - on psychological ef fects and 

on your life and you might be able w mi n Munich yjj �� w �� f1"

tjstte - if you have the time now. Am I imposing on  your 

time?

STi No, no, you got me at the right time. I'm worki ng 

part time now. I became an RN.

RWi Oh, I see.

ST � And I'm working part time like 3 days a week. I ca n't 

seem to hack anymore than that. Well, I'm in intens ive care, 

too.

RWi Oh yes, nursing is very..

ST � Physical and mental work.

RWi Physically and mentally. Quite right.

ST � I went back after 17 years of absence«&s it turned  out I

had � children and the 2 boys didn't want me to go back to
*� /*>. 

work at the time .they started .bodiliLrfto school,  and some how

they say females are little^more mature and so when  my daughter

started, she said it was all right. It didn't seem to effect

her that much, although she was more or less raised  under

a little bit more money, you know, and it shows now .

(laughs).
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RW* You know, I*m glad you mentioned that about the  difference 

between a farm and city background, because on the whole &  the 

people L ’ve talked to who came from the cities and who had gone 

far in education — they often seemed to have benn s truck more, 

how should I say, hurt more deeply,^felt more upset  than some 

of the people who came from the country.

ST i wel1 r T I come from a
OL

family of 7 and I have a brother and.sister in Cinc innati and
1 ¿{ a

I was going to call her. I didn’t think you were go ing to^callv*^ 

me this soon. I was going to call my sister, Ruth, because she 

is another..see, what happened to our family is tha t we got split 

up. My dad was very domineering like most of the fi rst generation 

are and I don’t think this is anything peculiar wit h the Japanese 

immigrant. I think even the European immigrant fath ers are 

domineering.

RWt My father also. I ’m not Japanese.

STi Are you second generation then?

RWi Let me see. I will be the third generation; my people..some 

of them came from North Germany,, some from Poland,  some from 

Scandi§i5cia 'But I tell you the women have to stand  up for

themselves. .

STi Right. Well, you know I had a chance to ta lk^w^ h my mother,

3-Q& mother is in Cincinnati. My parents did come back,  but 

I found out my mom was a maverick from the old coun try - she 

never..

RWi She was a what?

ST* She was a maverick as far as the customs. She n ever went 

along with this business the boys getting everythin g. She 

always thought it was unfair. I think especially he r it could 

have been more because she had a type of mother, th at raised her
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by saying, h o w y w A t o o  supposed to give to others, yo u know, 

and hold back for yourseIf*(Wi she had a half broth er or someone 

a boy wtoa was adopted. You know, in the old countr y if any kind 

of illegitmacy happened they just absorbed it in th e family.
A

And she was telling me a few stories about things t hat happened

within the family and to me this was rather unusual ..I really

should*nt be surprised because I don’t think they a re any

different from any other nation. It is just that I think the

second generation on the whole..these things, crime  and morality

k « d A b f  things,, I don*t think happened as much. It could be 
r

because they were watching us so closely.
X « 1 ■ »

RWi You know, what I'd like to ask *ic* m aip» iu JBi ij  jagy,you mentioned

about the split in your family. First I*d like to a sk which of 

your family did go to Japan?

ST* Okay. We went as a family to Amache, Colorado. My brother 

tells me later on that he..this is my oldest brothe r..he did discuss
i

the possibility'since we were farmers - my dad was a truck farmer - 

the possibility of moving *§ito Colorado right befo re the evacua�

tion. But I think they gave the idea up because the y didn’t 

know, things could be just as worse. So, we all wen t into 

Amache* oldest brother volunteered.

RWi To serve in the army.

ST* Yes, he was in the 442nd. Then after he volunte ered and

#  was very..like to make a note that my J&d had alw ays said that 

he wanted to go back to Japan. As far as the rest o f the family 

was concerned, if the war didn’t break out, I don’t  think he 

would have. I t ’s just one of those things. He did h ave ^  

savings. He had come to this country at 18 years ol d and^didn’t
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get married till �	, �� he took chances-on the farm a lawyer 

or somebody in..this is in Broderick, California, r ight outside 

of Sacramento..had picked him^because he had seen h im work,

And so he had a lot of acreage there. In California a l ot of 

acreage compared to here is unheard of. For vegetab le farming

single, he took chances, so he did make some. He ma de money
0L-

and he had it stashed away in bafik, because what h e had

in mind was for retirement. Well, as I say, I don’t  think he

would have gone back. But by the time the war start ed, my

oldest brother was more or less taking over the far m. He was

running it, you might say. Now you mentioned someth ing about

the city people feeling it more. I asked my brother  what kind

of reaction/ did you get any as far as trying to se ll, get rid

of their things, because my husband could, you know , he says

they came in droves, and they got things for a song  and blah,
)4jl

blah, blah, you know. But my brother said "Ho". „ £ven the

brand new truck that we had gotten, my ^ad had gott en a brand

new truck for my brother, because he wasn’t about t o drive the

model T that my father was driving. So he, I think he said

almost sold it about the same price he had got, bec ause trucks
i\

were valuable then, with the war breaking out. And I think he 

said he got rid of a bale of hay. So from the way h e talked,

I don’t think he has come across that much. I was i n the 7th 

grade and I remember the day, I guess the next day was school, 

and we were in..there was a handful of Japanese far mers, you
TV ̂  ck .— u-i — q

know»^So the family, we were^all bunched up togethe r, put my 

7th grade teacher was rather liberated type of pers on as I 

look back - I got along real well with her - I migh t have been

that was plenty. But he was
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like her pet, because she was the one - see, ray bi rth name

because of the difficulty in the name? When I first  went into 

her class, I sat down and somehow the rest of the g roup of

her. She looked at that and said "I don't like that ” and what 

she did was^split us up.

RWi How did you feel about that?

more liberated, you know, I think she had that sens e in her 

mind already. Of more assimilating and not staying huddled 

together or something. -A*®?^?hen we went into Amac he, my 

brother volunteered, my Jlad didn't say anything. X  mean you'd 

think he would ^. .because my ijom was telling me an d then my

pjpm did tell me when I asked her - he says Well, y ou know, it

country. I can understand.

STi YixaTH-ike^I say, I don't think he would have e ver gone 

if it weren't for the war.

R Wi Well, teeBk. you tell me a little how it effected him 

and how he went and what you know?

STi Okay, so then we transferred over to Tule Lake.  Because 

lie wanted to..since the war came on like this and so my oldest 

brother was gone and he brought all of us ̂ to Tule Lake.

" i > /
is Sueko, and she said Wiy don't you call yourself,  -Sue"

the JapaneseTAmerican kids sat around me and I stil l remember

ST * There—was- rven that lady was

*
makes sense, this is his country, you know. So you have this 

split. He's an alien* fttyjdad's an alien,. Althoug h you know they
I

couldn't their citizenship.

RWi I know it was an awful thing.

was one of the few”and I don't think he is in
A

the majority - that had retirement in mind over the re.

RWi In Japari\ Oh yes, retirement and old age in hi s home
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„ — / 

frankly, you know what it was..

R Wj I do, but you tell me.. j t  'Hu

ST � It's the money.

RWt Pardon me?

ST � It was the money that he had left over there. That 's what 

it i s . ^ M y  dad didn't,have any political ties like m y husband’s 

dad*taught kendp^and because of that he was placed in a concen�

tration camp.

RW* Just for teaching kendo.

ST � Well, I think you ought to know by now that the re st of 

the..whether it be the government or the military -  they tied 

culture to loyalty. That's pretty obvious.

RWi I didn't get that sentence.

ST � They tied culture..the old country's culture, okay , the

�

/

\

(/IN
arts, they tied whoever who was involved that to
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RWi Yes, I see*

ST � I am convinced now that one of the reasons the sec ond
x u i

generation doesn’t have much*.they play down the cu lture 

all right was because of that. $lus of course I thi nk money 

was involved. It takes money to pick up instruments . You get 

what I mean?

RWi Yes, it— is -an ■ ^bservfrti-oirHi>— TOVor thought

»erf' that ̂before»- though. I khpw this A.m l̂aaa  ̂ fnTnrnmttnt ni— tint 

t4me , how^shiauld I says you used a good word, tied ..

ST* Yes, culture to loyalty.

RW* People, Japanese school teachers or anyone teac hing a 

Japanese art was considered somehow suspicious or d angerous.

ST* Right.

RW* Is that right?

ST* Yeah.

d * ?
RW* And who was it now who taught Kener?

ST* My husband's father. AH'GL UX Cv iir&S * •

RW.* „What isr̂ ftTiat/of causae __ tha word..

STL* is

�
“"Japanese fencing. êit7̂ f»-e<>urŝ X̂wahoul4̂ 4mowL <u-

So, I'm sure that was one of the reasons you don't find

too many second generation having the knowledge of the arts«

fknd then^plus of course first generation they, you  know they

had to watch their pennies. So, okay, coming back, you wanted

to know - so during my stay in Tule Lake I did/gain  something

by going to Japanese school. They had a Japanese sc hool 

. <K*r . �
go m g  Ao»=53fi(Tule Lake..

RW* Yeah, they had about 3 ofthem.

ST* Yeah.
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���� ����� �� 	 � ����� �������� �� � � � � � � ������ ���� T . .....  � ����� �

����� �� ������!���"

t*Ty-* Qjfcy—is tkat-right? I will make one note th ough-there.. 

the Japanese school that I went to - this man had g lory in his 

eyes.

ST* Well, he got married in Tule Lake. A beautiful gal which

was fixed, baishakunin, or whatever.

RW s Yow-Hhmfc �1- was~-what?

“ST?t- - -B^5'haktm^»^au^Q^vr"th«-‘-wordj pprtp-iQ who .

RW* Yes, the go between.

ST* Yeah and I can still see her, she was a gorgeou s looking 

young lady, you know.

RW* Was this Mr. I knew one Japanese school teacher
M-t

quite well and he was a nice guy, his name was Mr. Bari,

ST* No, that name doesn't ring a bell, because what  happened 

here was it wasn't - well let me just tell you then . HetyMiee

and so forth and of course I kept up with my math, . amdh-btitn-rfr -went

r-st&t&i — in Di otterick,— Amor-ioan sohooL-~‘-"-,orrsr~hour or 

s*v- Okay, so I lost one year of school here while I was in Tule

and that had helped me tremendously because it made  me..it helped 

me to understand the country.

RW* This is Jaefar^-yotr!verit tplJ E t t & e y o u  had h%d  Bèse

, ��
RW* Glory? What was his name. I knew some of them.

he,4,ted-̂ hii*ŝ . Vfe use to run in the morning and  then have classes

take but I had a year of history, a year of <%)anes e history

of

Tuie Lake I had 1 yaar of..I just went to

Japanese school.
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RWi You went to the otessss&e the WRA Public School  and

afterwards the Japanese school, is that right?

STi No, no. I dropped..my dad .

�� �� * a vrhatrTr wan Led Lu knuvri ~l?bTr^apperL mi 	 nf^+h»

S -̂ h —« e had me going strictly Japanese school. So I had o ne 

year of concentrated history* $tnd like everybody k nows, you 

must have history of a country to understand it. We ll, so, I 

had 1 year of Japanese history and then of course I  had the 

language and I had the math and I think I had a sci enee course 

and I remember the science teacher very dearly. I t hink he was 

science, he taught science and math.

RW* In the Japanese school!

S T » Yeah, and this man was a very sensitive, very, very nice 

person. And what happened^when the war ended, the h ead of that 

school was goig rah, rah, rah and I think what he w as expecting 

was a medal when, you know, he went to Japan, sayin g this is what 

I did and so forth, blah, blah, blah. Well, when th e war ended, 

you know what he did?

RW t No•

STi He did not return. He did not go backend  the sc ience 

teacher I never found out. I hope everything went w ell with him. 

He had said^he went this far, h e ’s going to go all the way.

So he did return. He went to Japan. So I don’t know  what 

happened to him. I think he may have done all right  because 

maybe he could have used language, someone who knew  both 

languages.

RWt Yes, I ’ve spoken to a number of people who k̂ ix d-1 uf served 

as army interpreters and things, they got along pre tty well.



12FOOTNOTE, .

1* I know of ft© m ass internments ©f M a c ert ain age group'1 th at t©©k pl ace 
af ter the w ar ended. Perh aps Mrs, T akahashi's f ather a*d some of_ her 
brothers were members of the J O K K X m i ^ t m i l  Sokuji Ki koku H©shi- d 
(Org aniz ation to Return Immedi ately t© the Homel and t© serve),
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Other people h ad a terrible time.

Sri ̂  Ok ay . Tule L ak e w as getting a little b ad af ter all this

rep atri ation thing, bec ause these were the people «¿»^w an ted to —

some of the people th at w an ted to go b ack to the old country

and there w as some loy alty involved in th at.

RW t M ay I check the n ames^ * afm t alki&*fr about fihffi ore 11

f̂here w as an adu lt org an iz ation, it w as tie Ti aki»iJeng aj»  ̂* �\'
' '  ----  —

$#roh44 aja . and then a y oung men's org an iz ation, which l#^%r..first

wa s^^okoku and then people c alled it the {ifckoku. Do you remember 

those n ames?

ST* The first one I remember.

RW* The first one w as sort of gener al things for adu lts and
«■ » ^ ^  

fam ilies. The Hoshid an.
f'Cf* pf S^Aa/ •»

STi  ̂Now. Like I s ay , when the w ar ended, my f ather and my two 

other brothers, I h ad a b rother next to me th at st ay ed home, th at 

did not le av e. They took us cert ain age group, the f ather and 

c ert ain age group men, out of Tule L ak e into a c oncentr ation 

camp to prevent, I guess,^ythey thought th at they would all 

riot out of there or something.^*

RWi Those interments, is th at wh at you are referring to?

They picked people up and ju st took them out and pu t them

in internment c amps?

ST. Well, they took the f ather and c ert ain age..the oldest boys 

out, so wh at h app ened then w as m i l d e s t  brother w as in the 

service, my d ad and the second and third oldest went to another 

camp̂ and then my mom, my sister, Rujth, my brother, R ay , and 

myself were left at Tule L ak e. When the w ar w as decl ared over, 

my d ad w rote to my mom and said^Ve were going b ack a s a fam ily.

You mak e sure you h av e the kids. My mom knew better and to this 

day , I think as far as I'm concerned, I don't know how I would
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have ended up over there. So my mom^even though my d ad wa s

very domineering, she..I think if it weren't for th e f ac t th at

'Wpy brother w as in Cincinn ati then, Oh he got shot by the w ay -

he got shot at one of the l and ings in It aly. So he w as in

Cincinn ati by then - he got m arried and he w as in an apa rtment.

So my mom s aid,1fhere is a p oint th at we ec a fa i go^so she allowed

us to m ak e our own decision. I w as about 12^, so my brother

would be about 1  ̂and Ruth she's 6 years older» -Sh e was about

19 or something like this. So we all m ade the decision. We

didn't fw ant to go to J apan and a t th at time I h ad to ask 
“vj (2- tf

myself, ^ h i s  is my country, Andvthis is why I s ay I w as

definitely tested. It's ;pst like my husb and' s gr andmother*

¿ h e  w as extremely strong person, and w hen she he ard th at my

mother rele ased us, she couldn’t see it, bec ause her w ay of
Xo,v;

thinking/y the f amily nevejr splits. In other words, if my 

mother w as like my husb and' s gr andmother, she would h av e 

t ak en me. My mother she knew., the w ar ended this w ay „  f ifty 

dadj ^^B^fio. To put it bluntly I think my d ad slipped. I 

re ally do. Bec ause it's like during the depression, when 

the stock m arket goes all the w ay d own, you lost everything, 

well th at's wh at h app ened to him.

RWi Of course and a t the end of the w ar his s av ings 

in J apan# .

STi' Everything. All of his s av ings w as there. And he h ad
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Beginning of t ape blurred.

STi ...the run of the mill.

RWi By no me ans..

STi I don't think so bec ause in the first pl ac e we were involved 

in the rep atri ation, you know and of course I think you m ay hav e 

different re asons for rep atri ation, but I know this w as the 

re ason in our c ase. In my d ad' s c ase, it w as the money.

RWi But did he re ally think he still h ad the money there in 

Japan ?

STi My mom - he won't listen to her. I me an, another thing you 

hav e to re alize, my d ad wa s..he w as unusu al, he..when we were 

in Broderick, you know, with his truck f arming and everything he 

liked to pl ay c hess, you know, J apan ese chess and so forth, but 

he w as not the type th at went around and g ot drunk, he never., 

he didn't h av e any extr a cu rricul ar ac tivities, this type of 

He was a v ery str aight, working type of person.

RWi Very dedic ated h ard worker, would He s ay ?

ST i(J He w as th at w ay , but then the one thing he h ad in mind w as 

money. Bec ause I remember as a c hild he would be counting the 

silver doll ars every night and pu tting it in his b ag. Th at's one 

of the things I remember of him. So Spl ay ed a v ery import ant 

part in his life. So he didn't h av e these other we akn esses.

He was not..he did not h av e the form al educ ation th at I think would 

hav e definitely helped him in his p articul ar situ atL on. He didn't 

hav e any p olitic al know'how or any thing like th at. He w as success�

ful as f ar as his tru ck f arming w as concerned. But, and af ter this 

happ ened, the £  of us went to Cincinn ati and ^my mom s ay s her pl ac e 

was with her d ad and then too my mom w as the type th at she 

never took up the l anguag e. She could m ayb e convey very
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very, broken English, but otherwise, no, to this d ay she*s 

s ay ing th at she should h av e t ak en it up. But I me an it's 

just one of those things, I guess she never took in terest in 

t ak ing up the l anguag e. I believe th at she prob ab ly felt th at 

she'd be more a bu rden going out with us.

?
RWi She then went with your f ather to J apan .

STi She s ay s her pl ac e w as with her d ad.

RWi ..with her husb and . .
; W>*JLL>

ST i There w as no, as f ar as that*!» concerned, all ^ o f us, 

there w as no resentment on that.

RWi Now let me get this straight, your father - was your m other  

when she said her place was with her dad, did she mean her  husband  

or her father?

STi Her f ather - no I mean her husband. Just the only relati ves
V,< v

close..there are no brothers are sisters that came here. There 

was an uncle. My f ather's uncle I think was here. But, no I'm
V-

talking about my dad.

RWi Now your mother and your f ather and who else went back to 

Japan?

ST � Okay my dad, my mom, my 2 brothers w fe were t aken away from 

Tule L ake. Sof ryHae had no chance. In other words my dad is 

there« ' fhey h ad to go back with him.

RWi The 2 boys who had been like they say "interned " "Ihey were 

probably taken to Santa Fe or to Bismarck.

STi I can't remember, but all I remember is..

RWi ..they were taken away.

ST � Right.
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RW* I'm sorry I shouldn't tell you the words. I'm v ery touched 

by what you're telling me and get involved, So excu se me if I
Sr

spe ak up aow and then,^;ause you're the one who is sup posed to be

talking. ^

ST � No, no, that's all right. So then they went back a nd'VM d  

you want me to touch on generally what happened ove r there?

RWi Yes, I would like very much to know.

ST* Okay, my mother tells me..well, o f course, another thing too, 

in our f amily there was a big, big ri ft on my d ad's side. In 

other words they were..my dad's side apparently lis tened to my 

mom..they were very money-'hungry, you know, they n ever..in

other words, my mom only had bad words for them. In other words
>

they apparently weren't very nice,

RW* Now this is your dad's f amily^wS» not nice to your mother,

Is that what you're saying?

ST* Yeah, they weren't only nice to my mom, they ne ver, I 

guess they never appreciated my dad. It was a situa tion like that 

where they always felt th at my dad should do everything for them.
•  ̂ Hi I

He did send money on a regular basis but in other words, whatever 

he did wasn't good enough. So it was that kind o f situ ation.

Here they go back and they couldn't even stay. They  had no place 

to stay and I think my mom's side may have taken th em for a 

little way. A fter all, this is war torn, I mean..-*

RW* I know.

ST* The country f ailed. She said in the beginning I guess, 

they stayed..ate a lot o f y ams, sweet potatoes I guess and 

to this day she likes it and then I can see where t hey can 

survive on that, because it's chuck full of vit amins and 

nutrients in it. She mentioned..she did say that si nce the boys
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were with them, that’s what really saved them.

RWi Oh, how was that?

STi Well, because they were able to get jobs.

RW* Did they get jobs with..

ST* They had their own house and my second oldest b rother had a 

supervisory type o f job, and my brother next to him, he had 

anotherySjgpe o f job. He w as one o f the..he w as the best student 

out o f the whole f amily..but my mother did mention i f it weren’t 

for them, they don't know wh at they would have done.

RW* Did yoir brothers get employment from J apanese employers or 

did they work along with the U.S. Army, because the y knew both 

languages? Where did they get their jobs?

ST* I tell you what, they’re all here you know in t he United 

States.

RW * You mean, they all came back?

ST* In other words, I could give them your phone nu mber i f you 

want to talk to them personally.

RW* I would like that very much, but I did want to get the 

story straight. The sons went to Japan and really k ind o f 

s aved your mother and f ather, is that right?

ST* That's what my mother says. What could they do as older

people .̂
o

RW* These | young men eventually came back to the U nited States 
~ married and

ST* Yeah, they..well, they could have/settled there , but they

decided..in the meantime, ^i^youngest brother that went to

Cincinnati and was in the..had joined the Korean Wa r..and he

had visited them. No wait a minute. When he visited  them

my £ brothers were back in the United States. They decided
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they had to go to school. And another thing my pare nts were 

already..I think this is typical o f the J apanese immigrant., 

they pushed education.

RWi Oh yes.

STi So they felt this m ay have "been one o f the re asons 7k  

they did come hack. They felt they needed educ ation and then

start from there.

RW* How many years were they in Japan be fore they c ame back, 

do you remember? Roughly?

STi You'd have to ask, I can't..I haven't kept trac k. When they 

came back and they le ft my mom and^aad in a home..they had gotten 

a home and they le ft them there and then..a fter they c ame back, 

my brother Ray went to Japan through the service an d he visited 

mom and dad, \and he noticed already that it took a  little toll 

because o f the brothers h ad le ft them. They were by themselves 

all right. Then a fter th at my oldest brother said, "I foth of you 

come here, bec ause we don't have..we can't be flyipg down there 

each time something happens." They weren't sick or a nything

but my brother Ray noticed that they already felt it, being
(AijM*  ; ^ - -

left by themselves, mother's f amily is there, but everybody

else is involved with themselves. It wasn't a situa tion where

I guess either f amily..see both my parenté delations in

Japan are from the^deep country and they weren't that well to

do by the way. See it was a situation like that, so  they

couldn't absorb them in, I guess. So then my dad be grudgingly

came back. My mom kept on harping. My mother was th e one 

wanted to be with her children. Even though the sit uation..he
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wanted us to go as a f amily, she knew better. It was not going 

to be good for us. So she rele ased us, but at her old age, she 

wanted to be with her children. So then they came. We sent
. s

them..they came here..My dad lived till 87* About 6  years be fore 

th at, about 81, his mind went. He was physically a ve ry strong 

person. He never abused himsel f. He always kept his weight down, 

he never overate. He never over indulged in anythin g. are all 

convinced that the reason his mind went was because  he lost) fend 

he is a very proud parson and you know, he always said, m y mom 

would say to this day, well, we always said we were  going to send 

you kids to school and all this and now he had to d o, you know, 

by yourselves and so it was a situation like that. £>o it's only 

natural that it hit his mental capacity and for about 6 years 

I think. Well, I^think he went in more or less in t he later 

years a psychotic state.

RW* Yes, that's sad. Could I ask this question then , it sounds 

as i f to me, correct this if I*m wrong now,th at a fter this split 

of your f ather and mother and 2 young men going to Japan and  the 

rest o f the f amily staying here, that a fter a number o f ye ars you 

did get togethez/̂ S§j fi$fe on good terms, and the parents came back 

over here and you and your brothers took care o f them?

ST* Oh ye ah. The whole f amily..

RW * That made you happy, did you likeihat?

ST * Oh yeah. I mean there wasn’t, as f ar as I was concerned there 

wasn't, well, let me put it this way, a fter I left Tule L ake I 

stayed in a well-to-do f amily and more or less helped to cook 

and this kind o f thing and then I stayed over my sister's
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apartment and my brother in*law was..he has done so  much for 

the f amily, and I stayed withjher during the rest o f my high 

school d ays and then she suggested that I go into nursing. So 

I felt,well, th at would be a good idea, because, I'd be in a 

dorm and have a place to stay and it is steady work  and this 

type o f thing. Then after I gr aduated a year then I met my 

husband at a picnic. . Let's see, there is somethin g else. There 

is another member o f the f amily that I didn't mention. My oldest 

sister. My oldest sister..

RWi Was the oldest child in the f amily?

STi Yes, she is the oldest child and then my oldest  brother, the 

one who volunteered and then my 2 brothers that wen t to Japan, 

with the repatriation, and then my sister, Ruth,com es under my
\ v

oldest brother and then the brother next to me, he' s in New Jersey, 

he's married, no children? my oldest brother has $  children, they re 

both married? my sister, Ruth, has p  children, the oldest son 

is married and the second one is going to get marri ed and the 

third daughter is going to be graduating - they did  very well 

by the way, the oldest son is a lawyer - the second  son got 

his doctorate and the daughter I think she double m ajored, she 

is going to graduate from the University of Pennsylv ania.

RWi Sounds like you are really able to keep in touc h and you 

got together again.

STi Oh yes, a fter we.. after my p arents came there wasn't., 

really I can't say, it sounds sort o f terrible, but I don't 

think there w as that much..we all sort o f felt sorry for my 

dad. There wasn't any o f this, I don't think anybody told my 

dad o ff or wh atever, you know what I mean?
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S4U— In other I don't think there was any deep ill

feelings tow ard^my dad. You get what I mean? A fter everything
A

th at happened.

RW* As you say, it was more feeling sorry..

ST* I think so.

RW * I like th at, you know. I was going to suggest. I've kept 

you for a long time here# t k s *,*n,ngw feh-i ag i&  Could I call you 

again sometime, say in a week?

ST* ©4rd^ you want to get more details o f wh at happened t o . ^

RW* I might ask you di fferent questions, you know.

ST* Oh, I see. Bec ause I didn't touch on my oldest sister. What 

happened to her. She did not go into camp by the wa y.

RW* I beg your pardon?

ST* My oldest sister was in Japan.

RW* Oh, she was in Japan at this time. Mir ffl a abou t %— -WtmId

��� �����'�� �� ($��)��	*+��� �,"-���

before.•

it ^ P •

RW* wetriir-the»>% Tell me about the sister.

ST* Okay. My oldest sister le ft for J apan right be fqre the w ar. 

And these things happened among the Japanese f amilies, where they 

would send the oldest and I don't know whether i f it h ad to do..

I think it was a visit...to the relatives. And you might say 

she got stuck there.

RW* War broke out and she was there, is that it?

ST* ¥S£H. And she had gotten married there.
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hacUjt fk at?

. � � � /"����0�� ���

RW.L-.v.Qh. alMM tfaa marri^A.in

&3U^¥«ah^ hut the marriage was..the aunt was not ve ry good..this

was another reason..there is a great deal of animos ity there as

far as my mom is concerned. I think it w as on the f ather’s side.

The marriage..she had an extremely strong aunt ther e that ruled

the roost, more or less,and so the marriage did not  work and by

the time that my mom had gone back, a fter the w ar, she saw, well

I think my mom, I think it's pretty sa fe to s ay that my mom had

something to do with the divorce. She saw the condi tion o f her
iShe, doesn’JL like cer

daughter and like I sayj my mom|she is a maverick./*  T fi^She felt1) t ain
> 1 - r lathings

that my sister lost her identity in a way, I mean t o caption this

whole thing. In other words she was being pushed ar ound too much

I guess, maybe that has something to do with it. *& he didn't

have anything to say or anything like this, so I th ink my mother

made a really big scene and so forth and so on, so there

some ill feelings between the twor t̂ u  ̂on the other h and my

sister now she fi# workingj^right outside of W ashington, D.C. ir f'

iMftryfr aftd. She's working with the Feder al., My sister’s case

is really something. She really went through a phys ical and

mental,,moraor less, while she didn't have a comple te breakdown,

but she went through a lot.

RWi She had children in Japan?

ST» No, luckily there were no children involved.

RWi Yeah, that’s what I was worried about, but she didn't..

ST» She had come down with TB,&nd you know in Japan  the Public
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Health System probably is good now, but be fore it w asn't. It t 

couldn't be, because MB was rampant. She came down with^1?»- 

-^he was given 50~50 chance and she pulled through that. She is a 

very healthy person? she is very strong. With the m arriage breaks 

up and with all this problem that she had* She came  here and she 

was brought up to be a very proud person, knd  it was very di fficult 

for her to' welrl she~4i ad to go into a general hospital* thus" kjaiid 

qff.fhiiffi- r an'* I don't want to go into all that detail, but w hat I m 

trying to say is to this day, she does have emotinn al problems.

Like at one time she had a phobia^and she gotten^ou t o f th at.

RWi What was she a fr aid o f?

ST � A dog. If she s aw a dog walking across the street, she would 

think that the dog had bitten her and she had to ge t a rabies shot. 

She de finitely h ad a phobia. She had nervous exhaustion at one 

time, but she never had a complete breakdown. Like my husband s 

sister, she had a couple o f nervous bre akdowns. So I mean it 

would be kind o f interesting to see through a survey, to see how 

much all o f this type ofjthing h as happened. I don't know i f it 

would be bec ause o f the w ar or ■ jssur̂ know b̂e because o f n atural

/ V

happenings.

RWi It is hard to tell sometimes, though the war wo uld certainly, 

how should I say, increase^the chances o f being ment ally troubled,. 

nr* ypyt know. But then it happens without the war,  so..

ST � I think there must be a way o f screening th at though.

RWi Did yoiTr sister remarry or she..

ST � She never remarried, Sut like she uses up all her annual

leave* She works for the Feder al and she has accumulated quite

a bit, I think she gets just as much as my husband.  My husband

( £  ,

works for the Feder al too, by the way. .r -days and she uses
rS
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all o f th at to stay with my mom. My mom is 85» she works in

the garden and she just loves itj^she^ ffc still going strong.

One of the key things th at I had noticed and injpact the other
1 years old

day I was talking to t i gh te r  o f another 85^1ady, one o f

their secrets is;1p> stop when they*M*e tired. And I think tt ate
�

is what has happened to my mother♦ fend then she doesn’t overe at.

She is doing great.

RWi That is very fine.

STi Like I s ay even though there was some ill feeling between 

my sister and my mom, she does come and treats her like a que en 

whenever she comes and I think she feels th at there has to be a 

strong feeling of oblig ation for one thing for her to do this.

And yet she c an't stay there too long. They sort o f h ave little 

con flicts.

�����— -Brrt-4ijiat.. in Japaneaa T thĵ t̂rhart”“ ts - " ou — — t M s

qbli ga t yoii3â £amil,y. ����� rjTTlTrp>.

S*W But you know, m aybe generally speaking you may have more o f 

th at, but) I don't know even around here, I live in H uber Heights 

and even on the street here I see the lady across t he street, she 

took her mom in. Her mom and aunt in. My immediate neighbor, 

s-hteh«®^since moved^and she took care o f her mother-in-l aw, going 

on for 2 ye ars and she fin ally had to put her in a nursing 

home.

RWi Are these Japanese you are telling me now?

STi No, are Caucasians. So I mean I'm not exactly c onvinced

anymore that..

T^scc whatr-yuu mean";' y^s .

S 1 5 T g n i r y ^ Q f the oth ers^-— I— dtOTH^4hirik-^weT^— think 

on^-4Miig^yoU m*gh-t..I don't necess arily think that it's «a j
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Japanese immigrant’s children - I de finitely notice a di fference^ 

w»ll -gr ay« European second generation, they are more conse rvative 

and they are more, weELl, the characteristics are a bout the same, 

in other wages, they don’t get into trouble and it is oust as

the generation goes down, and I hear now that the t hird and fourth 

gener ation o f J apanese American youth.*, in f act I just a letter 

on the Ways and Means Committee in the JACL, they w ant a donation 

for the Aged Retirement Pension and for the Youth Committee. And 

they h ave a Committee for the Aged and they have a Committee for 

the Youth. I sort of feel wh at ’s wrong with the parents o f the 

youth*. I c an’t help that. That's the first thing th at comes to 

my mind.

RWi I didn't get thatjhow you felt?

ST* I felt and I think this is typical o f anybody - what is 

wrong with the parents o f those youth?

RW* What is wrong with the parents o f those youth, I see.
Youth

ST* /ih at went wrong.
n

RW * They didn't bring up the children properly.

ST* Right. I hear I'm talking about my own kind, yo u know, but
x /

I don't think..I think this feeling is n atural, and normal.

A ' .
RW* Yesfh, and I do agree with you it is perhaps characteristi c

of all the third generations, by and large.
db

IAve heard other Japanese also complained to me^how  the Sansei 

are behaving, you know, the third generation.

ST* The ones out here, I haven't come across any th at really 

went wrong, went into drugs or anything, but I unde rstand in

the big city?

RW* Well, it wasn’t even drugs, Jt is that they are  more 

educated complaints like they don't really hold to the old
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Japanese ethic or some o f them m arry Caucasians and they 

disapprove o f th at.

S T » Oh, well when it comes to that subject, I do..I 've told our 

children, I have no race barrier, that's including f l a c k s . But 

I will say, I am the only one in my f amily who feel s th at way.

RWi Thank you. You know I'm getting a little tired now. I mysel f 

am 70 years old.

ST � Oh, I see.

RWi I think..you know, something that happens with a number o f 

people, they tell me about ̂  or ^  days a fter t alking with me, they 

think o f ihings they re ally^like to tell me, you know, and so I 

might call you again in about a week i f you don't mind.

ST � By then, m aybe I'll have the phone and address o f my brothers. 

I'm going to h ave to check with them, maybe they may be likê , I 

don't know i f they m ay be like my husband. They may not want to 

talk about it, I don't Imow.

RWi This is very likely, but let's ask and I'll cal l you..and

I can understand why, you know. How should I say, t his is

entirely up to them. I f they re ally feel there is something

th at should go down in history, o f their experiences, why fine*

$ut I c an understand that it might be very pain ful.

ST* Well, see one of the re asons that..well, my husband's f amily

didn't go through with what ours did. In comparison  I don't think

they went through hal f of the things th at our f amily did, but

this is how he feels and one o f the re asons that he gets eo

emotionally upset is because he blames the relocati on caused

his f ather's death.,

RWi Oh I see, yes.

ST � It's tied in with that.

RWi Yes, that's understandable.
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ST � We could take the same attitude, hut then.

End o f interview 495
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Note * Beginning is blurred..

ST. ... association which I never had be fore. Where I lived 

in the country I w as more or less by mysel f. I kept myself 

busy and I still remember as a child, a neighbor lady ca me 

over to my mom, she wanted a playmate for her d aughter. But 

I was pretty independent at that time. I was roller -skating at 

home. You know, in Cali forni a, you don’t have thorough side�

walk. .

RWi You were living on a f arm then?

STi Yeah, but..

RWi Oh, I never asked you for your birthd ate and the place you 

were born.

STi Oh, I was born in Broderick, Cali forni a, March 22, 1930.

So my, let ’s see when I went to camp I was in 7th g rade when the 

war broke out, so I was like in Junior High. So you  might say 

that I had fun there. I felt ill feelings and well I guess what 

you might say it a ffected me physic ally, because everything 

happened to me, let me say, a fter I got out. Bec ause I was un�

happy being separated from the f amily and having to live in a 

stranger’s home and it was a complete new experienc e for me 

even though I m ade that choice, you know, it was something that 

I didn't know what was in store for me.

RWi Yes, this w as a fter you left c amp.

ST. Right, and then while I was going to school. On e summer 

I think, over one summer, I gained 20 pounds. I ’m o nly 5 feet 

t all.

RWi Yes, that’s signi fic ant. You must have been troubled to do

that.



29
page sjy f $  25 of side 3 MRS. TAKAHASHI

ST � Oh yes, and my brother was there. My sister was there at

another home and my other brother was in another ho me too.

My brother's wi fe's f amily was there. Even though they were
,3

there, I mean I can understand now what happened to  people, like

for inst ance, suicide - that's way out though, I never even
-"Hick  v *

contemplated that. ^ n e v e r  went through my mind. In f act most 

of the suicide p atients I've taken care of, you'd think th at they 

are people who are by themselves, they're not. They  have people 

hovering all over them. So when I look back, that's  what 

happened to me. I just went within mysel f. And wh at brought me 

out was I didn't stay..I didn’t keep that weight ve ry long. I 

went on a very rigid diet. You see, I was never hea vy and I'm 

still..I only weigh about 107 right now and so I, w ell, I don't
. L

know how to say this - I found God I guess.

in Q ayton. My husband was church reared. He went to Uni on Church.

was, would say, you know, i f you don't beh ave, you know, she 

used a Japanese word, you know, the God is going to  punish you. 

She did say those things. So you can’t say that I w asn’t aware 

of God in a sense. So when I look back the only thing that I 

can say is I had told mysel f, God loves me. And it w asn't, I ’d 

have*.let me give you an example. I think in nursin g school 

I was accused o f t aking a pencil and this gal was accusing 

everybody, o f people t aking it, and word got around and it 

just..it made sense to everybody that I had taken a  pen from

yt
«e^w as a Presbyteri an Church. We lived^ for about over 20 years 

and my first church w as the Faith Presbyteri an Church here in 

3o I did not have any church rearing, but my mom
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somebody.

RW» You had taken a pen?

ST � Yeah, and I was accused o f th at.

RWs Of being a thie f.

ST � Ye ah, but that, in other words, it's funny. Money, I never 

thought of money. I didn’t think of money until I g ot m arried.

I never worried about money. It*s because there wer e other things 

that were more important I guess to me at that time . Even when 

I gained that much weight and^reaching for someone, and I was 

lonely. I was extremely lonely, and that’s what tur ned the table 

for me. I h ad told mysel f and I don't know where I got it from, 

th at no matter what happens, God loves me without any  strings 

attached. I can verbalize it now, because I know th is is what 

God is all about, but at that time I don't know whe ther I verbalized 

it just like I'm saying it now. But I know one thin g that I did 

experience it, and that’s what snapped me out o f it.

R W » You know, th at's a beauti ful note to end this t alk on.

I think I have felt th at way mysel f. Without any restrictions 

as one does i f you re ad the Bible, you know, God loves everyone, 

the poor, the crippled, that feeling h as an enormous help to a 

person.

ST* What I experienced, and what I had to combat wa s the 

extreme loneliness, that's what it was.

RWi And this was the first time you felt this,^ after you left

camp and ^living in a stranger's house, is that it?

ST � Yeah, and then I was I guess I was in my old way feeling 

sorry for myself, so I remember my brother,^my sist er-in-l aw 

coming to visit me and I guess they hadn't heard from me for 

a couple o f weeks, or I don't know, a month or so. And this 

is within the same city now* So they..so it was a s ituation
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where I had to more or less take a hold o f .yself and overcome 

this extreme loneliness. And this is why I say that  I had this 

experience with the feeling th at God loves me, and that's all 

that I really needed, and this is really funny, bec ause this ex-

eludes your f amily.

RW, Yes, that is very signi fic ant. I'm a little tired now. hut 

I'm going to think over that. What you've told me.

ST. So I guess maybe that might be another..I’m gla d that I 

thought o f th at because to this day that experience has helped 

me. In f act it has helped me all the way through.

RWt All your li fe.

ST * All my life. Well* 1*11 let you go.

_ . n./n^uP-hii) rind I do th ank you and I will call 
RW t You let me go Klaugnp)rpnu

you in about a week and I'll see how your brothers feel and I 

may have a couple more questions for you. We c an talk again.

If you like.

ST* Surely.

RW. This was very Pleasant. Thank you. What's your maiden

I
name?

STt Kato.

RW. Gee, I had a good friend who n amed Kato, we called it.

ST. Oh yeah, Kato, well I always say Kato because t hat's how

everybody dlse does it.

RWt That1s how the Caucasians say it.

ST. Kato is a name like Smith and another thing. I ’ d like to 

make a note that since I've'come to Dayton I've met  a lot o f 

service brides. Well, one in p articular is a very good friend

„ . v,  ̂ -mp she s aid, you know, your m m e  -of mine and she had told me. ^ne sax , j

% • (laughs) So now I’m braggingyou come from a gamurai family. Uaugns;

to everybody. I come from a lineage o f �  � � a low peon..
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RW* What do they call it in,,let’s see iho&haku is another 

name for s amurai.

ST * I understand in Japan i f you're a f armer, you're not in 

the social level. Farmer is not considered low. I u nderstand 

merchants are.

RWi Yes, I would suspect that.

STi It doesn't make sense. Merchants here are not c onsidered 

that low.

RW* Well, no it's di fferent views for different people.

I ’ll check th at.

ST * You’re going to check that, okay.

from Am ache, so he was not in Tule Lake.

RWi I see. So he was serving in the U.S. Army.

STi Right, he was one o f the volunteers.

RWi Yes.

STt So you w anted to interview people in Tule Lake, right.

RWi Yes. As much as I can. I may do others, but rig ht now

I'm concentrating on Tule Lake.

STi Well, I called my sister and her husband was from there 

also and they are not willing.

RWi Yes, this I understand. It was a very rough thi ng. Some 

people like to express it and I can understand when  they don't.

RWi Let it go for this time.

STi All right, we'll see you. 

rwj Ok ay, thank you. good-bye.

� � �� 	 � ��/ 1(�2�2��34
Feb. 12th
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Beginning o f c all - blurred.f c all - blurred,
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You know what I mean.

ST* Like I said last week, to me I was much younger  and I 

realized the wrong doing later on when I was older - the 

di fferent politic al things. But then I wasn’t..you might say 

I wasn’t o f age at that time.

RWs I found th at in all the work I ’ve been doing that the people

who were in their late teens, early 	�'s at that time really, how 
-/Ok*** #�"� t

should I say,^have.very burden o f h aving been treated unjustly. 

Much more than the youngers.

ST* Yeah, I don’t bring this up to anybody. I f someone asks I 

do, but very few people bring it up. I h ad an experience, oh, 

a little over 20 years ago - this is in Dayton when  we moved from 

Cincinn ati to Dayton. One o f my neighbor asked about it, so I 

explained what happened and so forth, and you know, there was
K

another neighbor and she was o f It alian extract..

RWi She was o f wh at?

ST* Italian. £nd she told me that we were bitter. W hen I was 

explaining to her, I didn’t think I explained it to (her with 

any bitterness. J gy fffl? � I just s aid^it was not right. That ’s 

the first thing I always say. I don’t believe in this blessing 

in disguise or anything li fe this.

RW* Me too.

ST* Bec ause it still happened. You really don’t know what would

have happened otherwise, you know, this kind o f thing, so if
iU/c*.

you s ay that, i t ’s an excuse. And I think..so I think

that really taught me something where I never volun teer to bring 

up. .î y brother in Berkeley did say one time, I gue ss f i t ’s^hum an 

nature, and I sort o f agree with him. He said, well, you know, 

people want you to say i t ’s all right. I t ’s like an ything else, 

i f you become ill or if you h ave a fr acture leg or anything like
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know, people, I think it*s human nature, they would  

rather have the person say, "Oh, I'm fine." "I*m doing well, 

and so forth.

RWi I t alked to one lady who kept saying, uwell, let bygon es, 

be bygones." You see, she didn't want to think abou t this at 

all. I understand that.

ST � She didn't elaborate or anything.?

RWt There was good reason. Her husband was in the s tockade and 

she told me a very sad story o f..she w as pregnant at that time 

and she had the baby and took the baby the fence to show it to 

him, and the soldier came and pushed her roughly away an d also 

her husband. Now she says she dreams about that.

ST � Oh really?

RW: How should I say, a traumatic experience like t hat, to say

it kind o f profession ally, p e ^ e . . s o m e  people pre fer to repress 

them, you know, not t alk. Though I mysel f think it's good to 

t alk and get it out o f your system, sometimes and then you won't

feel so b ad.

S T » Oh yeah, that's true o f anything. Some people feel th at way.

I could tell you. I didn*t...when I asked my sister  and my brother 

in-law, I didn't know he was in Tule Lake.

RWt All this time..

ST � I didn't ask.

R W� How many years has this been that you didn t know?

ST � Well, I guess..I didn't ask o f the people which c amp 

were you in and this kind o f thing. The other $Aisei, well,

I think my brother-in-l aw is a |&hei, so he was very fluent in 

both l anguages. Japanese and English. O f course he w as very 

good in school, so that probably had something to d o with it too.' 

But the thing that I remember in later years is I'l l give
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you an incident. When X was working, this i* in Day ton and this 

may have been not over. I ’ve been ^ the hospital for.this

is my ��th ye ar - so this may have been in my *rth year or so, 

it may have been � years ago. Qne o f my p atients was a. . 

at that time our unit was mostly coronary patients - X work in 

intensive care - this patient was leaving that day,  so he was 

passed his crucial chest pain, short e f bre ath and so forth 

symptoms, and I was giving him his bath, I did not bring the 

subject up, he did. And he told me that he thought it was r igh ts

about the relocation.

RW* That is was right? My goodness.
du> , . .

ST. That is was right. But I look at the patient

pro fessions are - I do not look in the charts, but in the cours e

of convers ation, I found out he w as a school counselor.

RW: And he felt th at the evacuation was a good thing.

ST. He came out and said he thought it was right. S o since

he was a school counselor, I didn t n ^

RWi I take it he was a Japanese American!

ST* WhoI

RWi The man you are talking about.

ST � Oh no.

RW: No, he ’s a Caucasian.

ST � Right.

RWi I ’m sorry, I like to get it straight.

(� 3� (
STi Oh I see.

RW. And you are talking to a femc asian and he said he thought it 

was right.

STi Yeah, I haven’t come across any Japanese Americ an who said

it was right.
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RWi Well, God be praisedI

ST � I ’m stating that because you mentioned who it was.  You 

questioned who it was. Okay. So, I thought it was i mportant 

that I should not let this pass, even though he was  a patient. 

Usually, well, there is a certain amount o f ethics where you 

are not supposed to be arguing with patients or wha tever, but 

the patient, he was all right. Like I said he was r eady to leave 

the unit. So I very quietly said this, while I was giving him his 

bath - I said, "You know, when I was in camp, I was  a very young 

teenager, so I didn’t know anything political or an ything like 

this, the reasoning. And a fter I grew older, I told him I he ard 

that there was a Bunn group o f Germ an Americans parading in 

New York, out in the open and heeling to Hitler and ..

BWs Excuse me, it's Weil.

STs Oh.

RW* It's Heil/ Hitler! Not that I would every say i t.

ST* Oh, all right. Helling to Hitler and they were in this

organization and I told him the FBI could not be th at sloppy.

They have to have everyone o f their n ames and I told them, not
kind

one o f them w as hauled o ff to any o f concentr ation camp.

RWi You’re per fectly right.

ST j Th at’s all I said to him. And you could have heard a pin 

drop.

RW* (laughs) Good for you.

ST* But the thing is, I re alized a fterw ards that I wasn’t that..

I guess when it comes to something like this maybe I ’m a pessimist.

I don’t think I changed his mind. I really don’t.

RW* Well, it takes, I know people^^minds do change,  because mjme

did in camp. But it takes^strong experience and may be, also a 

certain amount o f sensitivity and intelligence. Some don’t have it.
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ST* Well, I have more or less come to the conclusio n that a lot 

of this is emotion al. You can’t talk to people about this.

RWi It is.
i f

ST* One of the things th at/people sincerely want to see it, 

they have to ask whether at that time they felt the s ame feelings 

against the German Americans and Italian Americans and i f they 

didn’t, then they h ave to admit to themselves, that it was^l^wiy 

a racial feeling. Th at’s all there is to it. I'm not anymore.. 

I'm not interested whether they feel th at way or not , all I feel 

is if they w ant to..they themselves want to change and to feel the 

right w ay, then they have to ask themselves that. Because most 

of them would s ay I think, when they recall, they say, "Oh, you 

know I had such a strong feeling." But they will not s ay. They., 

it never dawns on them that it was a racial feeling.

RW* No, they don’t and well I..it is kind o f a hopeless thing, 

but I feel, how should I s ay, the rest o f us sh«̂ d==?p artntn==i!? fw 

should Î gfctyT* w atch our step with them and don't let them get 

any f arther.

ST* Oh, you’re suggesting that we should say someth ing i f they 

s ay anything. 0

RW* Well, I really don*t^Mrs. Takahashi, because it  depends on 

the person* I agree with you when a person is a rea l f anatic, 

talking with him doesn’t help.

ST* Right. I had another patient I took care o f. He s aid^he

lived in Gardena, Cali forni a, a suburb c f Los Angeles** And  his

comment se amed lilee l̂Tis comment was;They were bitter. So I,
1̂ | aJU#

guess that must be the majority feeling? Th at most o f us^ are 

bitter.

RW* Oh yes. I ’d like to tell you a story how my you th, I just 

enjoy talking with you, you know. You are very sens itive woman.



page 2te # ��� side � Mrs. Takahashi

ST � Well. I've always been more out o f the f amily. I know. I ve 

come out more and said more o f things the w ay I have felt.

RWi And I'd like to ask you just a couple o f questions th at are 

small second interview, but let me tell you why ̂my sel f re ally felt 

oblig ated to Japanese Americans. When I was a teenager, or in my 

early 	�’s, my f amily was very poor, it was the depression and we 

lived for a while even on relie f and then I got a little job and 

was able to support my f amily, but our grocer was a Japanese

American named Mr. K ------ •

ST* I see.

RWi When we really hard up, he trusted us or me for

$60.00 and I never, I've always felt gr ate ful, of course, I p aid 

him back in time, but I thought, you know, this is a good man 

and these are good people. And it was an experience  like that, 

that really kind of, it helped me when I w as young. And I thought 

you might like to hear it.

ST: Well, isn’t that one o f the re asons they say that in Hawaii 

they weren’t reunded up?

S^t— Ibhe people in Hawaii they knew them.

RW: And also in Hawaii I think a quarter or more o f the popul a�

tion was Japanese American^.

ST: That's right.

RW: And so, you know, they couldn’t push them aroun d. That was 

important. It would have been incredible to try to do anything 

with them, so that’s the moral..they had the streng th o f numbers. 

ST: Ye ah, they had the strength o f numbers but from wh at I hear,

they also..it was also the f act that the key people said right 

away, ”0h no, they’re loyal." They knew them in oth er words.

RW: Oh yes, I think you ’re right.
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ST* I would like to comment on your experience. In a way
_ ■ $ - �� %

you know, let me put this way, it was, I'm glad you  had a good 

experience, hut it really shouldn’t be according to  that.

RWi Yeah.

ST: Do you get what I mean?

RW: Yes.

ST: Just because like I got involved with..my husba nd and I got

involved in Hike Civil Rights Movement in the churc h, when that was 

going strong. It wasn’t necessary, yeah, we know on e couple that 

is'©lack, okay, but it wasn’t necessary because o f them.
r -

RW: I think you are right. That goes deeper.

ST: The way you look at human beings and mysel f, it w asn't because 

when I lohked back, it wasn’t because o f my own experience th at this 

happened, mysel f wh at made me realize this human relation experience 

is a genocide. I.. for a long time couldn't get that o ff my mind.

' lA
I could not u n d e r s t a n d G e r m a n y  was a Christian nation 

and so forth and not only that they weren’t at war with them 

and I just, it took me a long time to get over that , because I 

couldn't understand it. You know, I always..I'm the  person who 

always felt th at there is a reason for everything.

RW: Yes, well.

ST: But, my neighbor, who is a retired Colonel, he's from New York,
������ �� � � � �

and his true feeling is th at he has a»it-semitism m  him, but 
$>

he received $i Master's Degree in Counseling and on e o f his rese arch 

papers, he chose the genocide. And the bottom line I understand, 

is tJa*t- �. n ot  Christians. The top authority o f the Jewish 

th at's what he told me. That’s what he was taught.

RW: Oh my, that is terrible.

ST: But that was the reason for it. So my..I would h ave to say 

that my personal experience is not the reason that may have
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swayed me to look at human that way and in a way I *m glad it 

didn’t take a personal experience "because when it comes to personal 

experience a lot o f time, emotions would enter into it*

RWi Well, let me ask you this question and i f it stimul ates things

i f it doesn’t, why then i t ’s a poor question. I ’m going to 

call the people I ’ve interviewed "back, and ask the m a few extr a 

questions

side k  ��

RWi Thinking back today on what happened in camps a nd what 

you did in camp, how do you feel about the way you acted there, 

or you please with yoursel f or are you critical o f yourself?

ST* Oh like I s aid previously I was a young teenager and I 

experienced group association, so I can’t say, you know that 

I didn’t like the way I acted. I went, you know, th e year I 

was in Amache there wasn’t any bad feelings. In f act when we 

trans ferred from Am ache to Tule Lake, I still can remember that 

scene. I was crying saying goodby to my friends. I could see 

sort a..I looked at my dad, you know, he was the one who  made 

us move, and he was..I could see that he was sort o f s ad too.

I could see it on his f ace. He did not have a happy f ace.

RWi Well, I see maybe this question doesn’t apply s o much t ^  

people .»ripply more ppop1^ -

STt Yes.

RWi Well, here's one that you may have told me all you

wished because you’ve talked, how should I say, you ’ve generously

talked about your f amily and I'm very glad. For some people the
op

camp experience helped to strength their f amilies, for other 

people the c amp experience helped to break up their f amilies,
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2LTi WEll f obviously our f amily got broken up. But we are not, 

you know once we came back we were together. We're scattered.

RWi You were scattered, but now a fter these m any years, you've 

gotten more or less together again, is that right?

ST* Right.

RWi I very glad to hear that, because there are som e people 

I've talked to that..brothers still don't talk to e ach other.

ST* Oh, well, I think those things happen. Don't yo u think those 

things happen with f amilies?

RWi They happen with f amilies otherwise too.

ST* Are you saying that the relocation camp did tha t?

RW* No, this was the experience o f a couple o f brothers, let me 

see, going to J apan and staying there and another..one..the 

younger one came back. I find it interesting th at this younger 

man says the older ones will not talk to me, becaus e they renounced 

their citizenship, you see, they were o f the age to do that, and 

they don't want to talk about this situation at all . And he feels 

very alienated from them. And so, and he even hesitates

to ask them i f they might t alk to me, because he's kind o f 

sure they wouldn't, you see. It's cle ar that this..he's a man 

about 45 and he feels very s ad about this.

ST* And that's purely because he went to Japan?

RW* Well, from wh at I gathered, he..when he got back here he went 

to school and I think he joined the army here in th e Korean 

War and he did very well for himself and the brothers also came

well and that might have something to do with it.

ST* Oh, I get what you mean. In our f amily's case the

brothers that went to Japan and they decided later on that they 

better come back and go to school. Well, in a way t he one
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brother in Berkeley, he sort o f broke down..not a nervous 

breakdown, but he sort o f broke down physic ally and emotionally, 

he was a chemist..

RWi Studying chemistry?

STi Yeah, he went a fter a doctorate. Well, he switched over 

to Berkeley, he should have stayed at UC. And I gue ss it was 

too much for him, see he w as older. He was like I say the best 

student. He should have made it. And that may be on e o f the 

causes, but he came down with ulcers and he still no t..he s 

seeing a psychiatrist. He*s all right now, but he's  working 

for the post office. He h ad to get a|job that was less. « »

- fhe one in Chic ago is hooked on the races and they*re both 

single.

RWi They*re both sin^e?
. —

STi Yeah, and I think t t e^may  be one o f the re asons. See, 

my oldest brother got married right away and my you ngest brother 

got married later, but..

RW* ..the ones who went to Japan did not..they went  with your

f ather and mother.

ST* Yeah, they got a late start..

RW* ..and they were really harmed by it. Well, let me ask you 

that question then. You've already answered this in  part because 

of your brothers, but as you think back over what you’ve achieved 

in your li fetime, in wh at way did the camp experience help you 

and in what way did cam^experience hurt you?

STt Well, the camp experience hurt me immediately a fter while I

was going to school, in adjusting to being on my own . I guess 

when I look back I had to have a certain amount o f independent 

type of strength m aybe. You know, when I look back as a child
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^ vrr»  ̂ ' /Ct ^

)|\that. I wasn't that much o f a leaner. I see that with 

my daughter now. I have to make an adjustment becau se she's more 

of a leaner than I.

RWi You felt some kind of strength in yourself.

STi I think so. I think I h ad that.

RW: I did too. I remember as a child I had it.

¿>Ti You had it too* Yeah, it's just like even..you  know, how

you would have spats with your friends, well, I w as the type I

never. • I went to the friend if I knew I w as right f,^nd my sister

was telling me that things hurt her more, you know# £t didn't

matter whether she was right or wrong. I f someone w as mad^ at

her it would hurt her* Uell,  I wasn't like that at all. This
sister in

is my sister in Cincinnati,, Jiut my/Cincinnati has  a much finer 

quality than I had. She was the one who was more or l ess the 

key person in our f amily. My ¿nom is there and she's the one 

who more or less took over everybody. She and her h usband.

RWi You did speak to her, but she didn't want to ta lk to me.

STi No, she and her husband are both highly sensiti ve people,

but then by sensitive I mean you know, they feel it a lot, lot

more and then on the other hand they are the type t hat would., 

they did the most. We are all..the rest o f the f amily is all 

obligated to both o f them.

RWi Can I then ask is there any way at all that the camp  ex�

perience helped you?

ST* I don't see how.

RW* Good.^It *s okay to say no. You know, I just th ought I would 

ask.

ST. Does anybody answer that yes?

RW* You're the first person I've..I'm trying this out 
\ Jr

you see it's a good question, JS&n ^ou don't mind]

on you
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STi But remember I would like to note to you since I'm the 

first, �kay, that I'm the youngest out o f the ?. So therefore 

I might be one of the younger ones out of the whole  group th at 

you are interviewing. And another point, and I'd li ke to mention, 

most o f the f amilies, the Japanese f amily, the older - well, this 

is true o f any f amily, let me put it. Any f amily I think, you 

see the first b o m  or the second born, I think they are the one 

that gets most o f the aches and pains o f the p arents.

RWi This is true. I am the oldest. I agree.

ST � I don't think this is peculiar to the Japanese imm igrants/ f 

f amily. I think it's true o f any immigrant f amily, the older 

ones, so that may have something to do with speakin g to the 

older ones, because in addition to the camp experie nce they 

have the parent's problems. The parents unloaded an d I have., 

what I have done with my children and, I made mista kes and so 

on when I look back, but I have never..I've always felt I wouldn't 

lo ad them down that much. I have not told..sat them d own and

say ’ fey, this is wh at happened to me.”

■ feel
RWi Let me ask another one here. Do you fe ar that you have had

to work especially hard in your li fe to m ake up for the ye ars you

spent in camp?

ST � How can I answer that? I mean how does nne answer that?

RWt Well, I think..

STi In a sense, 0kay, the f act that I knew I had to support 

mysel f, the f act that I went into nursing school, I sort o f 

fell into it bec ause my sister had an experience in Tule Lake 

where she worked in a hospital. And when she sugges ted I guess 

in my senior yearjtyhy do ft't you m aybe go into nursing;'gecause

at that time, I think they must have been giving sc holarships 

and nursing school I think, Bh by the way, I didn't  see any
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Slacks then. And there was a Chinese gal be fore me, so I guess 

for the minorities, it w as opening up.

RWi It sounds like this doesn’t particularly apply to the 

younger people. I have one last one. As you think a bout 

yoursel f and your sense o f st ability and security, do you feel 

th at the camp experience le ft you with some sense of insecurity

or even d amage?

ST, I think you have to ask. I guess to get the tru e answer 

to that, I would advise you to talk to third genera tion. Ycu 

know that is another w h o l ^ e w  subject - that’s a who le new 

ball game. The third generation because the third g eneration 

did not experience this and then you have to ask wh at kind o f 

public im age they had. I know, you see, let me just telljpu,

<his one gal in our unit, all right, she’s got a ha ng up, she 

is not very liberal for one thing, but she’s n arrow on everything. 

And she is overweight, and I think that^is one|o f her h ang-ups.

But she comes out with her^ ^ _ £ f elingS and like she would say 

she would make fun of D r J ^ J i k e  this, you know, Dr.’s n ame, 

like his name is, well, they all do, you know, but his name is

very di fficult, SI akag»*e-hi.

RWi This is a third generation Japanese?

STi No, this is a Caucasian. She’s in her early 30 s, but 

she talked like this from w ay back. To her, she says, well, 

you know, I'm the only Japanese person that she kno ws o f.

This is typic al, 0kay. Now she says, even though she knows 

I ’m born and raised here, ®kay  ̂and Mark is the den tal surgeon 

who comes in for some of the p atients from the other hospit al.

I work in an Osteopathic hospital, by the way and t here is a

stigma there too.

RWt Yes, I know that.
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ST* Even though she knows that he a nisei too, well , she blurts

out and says without any sense o f animosity or anything like

v/
that, she says, "^ell, h e ’s still a foreigner to me. You see 

what I mean.

R Wj My goodness.

ST* Now, you may say"my goodness” but the majority of the people 

look at it this way. Okay. You might say this is one o f our 

hang-ups.

RW* I don’t quite understand why..what you mean whe n you say

that the third generation feels the most d amage.

ST* No, I ’m saying this* I f you would interview the third
- --- -

gener ation, they did not have the camp experience, all r ight, so 

there fore, how th£y feel about being a Japanese American would 

erase the f act..here is a group that did not have the camp 

experience and yet they are o f <i panese descent. So i f you c an 

get their feelings and you can get the majority o f the Niseis 

then you would h ave the answer to - Did camp hurt us?

RW* Yes, interview both..very sharp suggestion. & u , I  will 

think about that i f I h ave time because you have the contrast.

ST* And I do have somebody that I may come in conta ct wi th.»  ̂

Well, my nephew is going to get married and he made ..I have to 

talk with him first bec ause I don’t Snow i f I will agree with 

him. When I called my sister up, she said this. Wel l, she said 

"no" to the interview, but she said her son, he ’s t he one who 

received his Ph.D in chemistry. He m ade a comment to his uncle 

whe^came from Los Angeles, and he said that he would like to write

a book on this* H e ’d call it a phenomenon, the f act the third 

generation was so quick to I guess#assimilate, mayb e that’s the

word, but she used the word ’"white" and I..wheneve r someone says

well, let me give you an example o f wh at I don’t agree with.
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During the Civil Rights Movement, the top leaders o f the &l ack

group mde a statement that the^&lack Americans that  goes into

the suburban areas like ours or Kettering, you know , we all

live in the suburbs. They are trying to be ViJhite.  I totally

disagree with them. And there wastmother man this w as in the
there was . •

church, in the church scene,/another man o f Americ an Indian 

descent. He and I together said, ft4o,And you know we didn't 

discuss this or not. So I knew he agreed with me being o f 

the minority group. Bec ause that doesn't belong the White.

The suburban type o f living, let us s ay, does not belong to 

the White. And I know, I have said this be fore, it even 

came out in a magazine.

RWi What came up in the magazine?

STi Well, in the Sunday issue Parade magazine there was 

a paragraph, it probably came from some sort of sociologist, 

|§ut they s aid that the reason that the Japanese Americans 

were able to come up in the ranks, more or less, yo u know 

of not bucking..I think they m ay have been comparing to 

(Slacks. I have come across this a lot.

RW* I didn’t catch what..

STi They were able to assimilate within the society . But 

see, they don't use that word..they don t use it th at way, 

they always say ’’Well, they didn't have any clashe s with 

the Uhite”, that's how they put it, you knw.

Because o f the ethics were the s ame..the Japanese 

immigrants ethics that they taught us..our parents ethics 

was not  di fferent from the middle cl ass (Americans. But I 

have said that be fore, in other words, the middle cl ass 

ethics, or mannerism or whatever you want to call i t, the
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way they want to live. I said it never belonged to them, I 

don't think it belongs to a n ^ n e  person. Because our  parents 

taught the same things. So here it comes out in lat er years, 

it was not too f ar..long ago. I mean it's suppose to be a great 

thing, you know, that this person came out with thi s, but I 

knew that a long time ago. One o f the things th at I argue about 

is, I think that even with thej&lacks, they give th e White (Americans 

too much credit. I don't believe in that. I don't b elieve that

one group is the one^is the f ather o f cert ain type o f living or 

whatever.

is a kind o f..well, it's a whole in itsel f and you know, it's 

something..I'm not saying it very well.

ST* No, I know what you mean. I don't know how to p ut it my-

ii* lulu who were in Tule Lake# Sut i f there is some
Y

interesting person. I like jour ide a o f the contr ast, you see.

So you just get in touch with me and you can always  call me 

collect, you know, I'll accept the charges.

RWi I heartily agree..* e

1 Amfi icr?&
o

STi But I don't think the sociologists would agree with you.

RWi There, are some who don't, but I give it to the m, when I

see them. ̂  I rtily agree with you. You said it ver y well-»

®ut every group like this has its culture and ideal s and it

o~
sel f. I didn't h ave any kind o f.sociology b ackground, but I'm

n

talking about my feelings.

RWi Pjtfc» th at's right. You know what I'd like to do is give 

you my address and my telephone number and then i f you even 

find a -Sansei or..o f course, I should re ally talk to people
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STi Well, I can have..a fter I t alk to my nephew, i f I agree 

with him, well, I ’ll have him talk to you. I f I don’t agree 

I don’t particularly want the wrong..you know, some thing that 

I don't agree with because I don't know i ^ t h e  rest of them 

feels this w ay. You see what I mean. I won't..because you 

are more or less in a position where you are going to do some
■  r

publication, right?

RWi Well, I may* put I ’m going to talk it over with  knowledgeable 

Japanese American friends first, right now.

STi M ay I ask who the knowledgeable people are?

RWi I beg your pardon?

STi May I ask who the knowledgeable people are?

RWi Well*

STi Are they connected with the Japanese American C itizens 

League, by any chance?

RWi Yes.

STi All right.

RWi Dr.*^®^. here in St. Louis has been a very good  advisor to 

me and he is very level headed. And it was he who e mphasized 

when I first interviewed him, he s aid he wouldn't talk to me 

unless I gave him my word that I wouldn’t publish a nything 

without his permission. He saw it. He's got the Jap anese

Americanos, wel f are at heart. Well, my phone number i s ------ — 1*

And I do so appreciate talking to you, because you are one 

of the few people I ’ve t alked to who really speaks up to me 

and tells me just when I may be going..makes good s uggestions, 

when I may not be saying the right things. It is ve ry

help ful. ^  -»

STi Oh, T iitijQif o11 through the interview I didn ’t
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come across anything that you said..what you’re say ing 

is anything o ffensive?

RWi No, i t ’s more th at your fine suggestion th at I really 

should talk to a couple o f-s ansei, which I hadn't thought of. 

ST* Now, are you..I'm sort o f curious about the end result 

of this. Is there going to be a book out or is it just going 

to be a publication?

RWi Well, nobody knows right now. I'm just gatherin g the 

data. Thn.rrr a b ,„  n pu%3 � sirer̂  of

in th at bop«,

mmissioners 

e them a short

u know, I did

not for the

I \
ST* It h as nothing to do with them? \

RW* It's more ¡for  honest history really.
[

-- Qh $ I g p fi . Bsl G a n q a... t-h q r p h g g h ae«r iy+.+rv>

RW-*— -Qh-r many, , t Nobody has really talked to th e people,

any degree o f

story \ f  Tule L ake and tiien some o f the longitudin al histories 

I've tailed to, many times  at Tule Lake/' There are some.
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o i i  Tule Lakers, you might say, and I'm really talk ing to people 

and learning a great deal that nobody has written a bout.

ST* Oh even in those other books?

RW* Yeah. Like for ex ample, almost everybody who was

17» 18 or older, (niseî  asked what did you think.. how did

you feel when you he ard that the Japanese Americans were going to

be evacuated. Almost everyone : I   lev el i,. I ve  spoken to, says

"I couldn't believe it." Now this is signi fic ant, because this 

is almost universal with them and the terrible trau ma o f this - 

unjustly being stigm atized as dangerous and criminal still stays 

with the people.

ST. Yes.

RW* Of th at age. And I think that is an important point.

ST* Well, I think this is..well, probably one o f the re asons why 

maybe, like my husband says, he A . .he's emotional. He gets 

emotional. But another thing .even the first gener ation, the., 

like my f ather, he voiced that too. He was surprised that th ey 

were..

R W * ..intern even the Xsseil 

ST* Not himsel f, he w asn't..

RW* Oh, he was surprised that they were going to in tern the 

hiisei.

ST* Right, the American born.

RW* Oh, that's wonder ful.

ST* He did..I remember th at. My brothers or somebody mentioned

that he was surprised that..he felt the s ame way. For himsel f, 

bec ause he was an alien, he could see the justi fic ation, but not

for the iiiisei.
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RWi Well, I say let ’s keep in touch. As I proceed w ith work 

you know, because you are a very, help ful critic to me. And 

when I get ide as I'm not sure about, I ’ll give you a ring. Is 

that okay?

STi Yeah, that’s all right. And i f I come across, I may talk 

to my f amily, and i f I come across anything that they may suggest, 

they may..I have been this way all my li fe and I found out from., 

the more people I t alk to about anything I was able to pick up 

more, like you say more suggestions and more ideas and more ways

and other ways o f thinking.

RWi Is Wednesd ay a good day to call you?

ST* I couldn't say.

&W-*— Wg 1-1",— "then-1 H

/
ST* I notice youy^e calling during the/day.

RWi Yes, wellyl call y/sterday/morning, but you'wer sin't home
/■ /  /  /  s  /

so I'm persistent, so t  called today! /  /
jf  / /  I j/r f ~

ST* Oh, yi see, you dbn*t qlll  durir fe the evening.

RW* W '̂ll gener ally, y o ^ r.know, I'm �� and I*m rear*t? ffipper

ST* If my nephew would c all you, then ..during what time

would you want?

RW* To be interviewed or..

ST* No, he's a third generation.

RW* Well, I could make it any time, i f I just set a time and

I'll prepare for it. 

���� ����� �� � � � ��� ����� �������� � � ��

RW* Either ca/11  me or>d£op..Çhâ't might be more

$� $
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e and callii^ iŝ i>€ ffc â  

paid for by tĵê" fell^wship» /

ST î Ok ay,/Rocke f e^ler.

RWi Rooréefeller /ellowsmip

END ¿p? INTERVIEW 492
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O  » — W U  
â

Note: Beginning is blurred, • .

Sally Takahashi: • .association which I  never had before. Where I  l ive d in the country I  was  
more or less by myself. I  kept mysel f  busy and I  st ill remember as a  chi ld ,  

a neighbor lady came over to my mom, she wanted a  pla ymate for  her daughter.  

But I  was pretty independent at  that time. I  was ro l ler-skating at home.

You know, in California, you don't have this rough sidewalk. . •

Rosalie Wax: You were l iving on a  farm then?

Sally Takahashi: Yeah, but. . .

Rosalie Wax: Oh, I  never asked you fo r  your birthdate and the pla ce you were b o m .

Sally Takahashi: Oh, I  was b o m  in Broderick, California, March 22, 19 30. So my, let's  see
when I  went to camp I  was in 7th grade when the war broke out, so I  was like  

in Junior High. So you might say that I  had fun the re. I  fe l t  ill feel ings  

fand well I  guess what you might say it a f fected me physically, because  

everything happened to me, let me say, a f ter  I  got o ut. Because I  was  

/ unhappy being separated from the fami ly and havin g to live in a stranger's  

home and it was a complete new experience for  me ev en though I  made that  

choice, you know, it was something that I  d idn' t  kno w what was in store for  

me.

Rosalie Wax: Yes, this m s  after you left camp.
Sally Takahashi: Right, and then while I  was going to school. One su mmer I  think, over one  

f summer, I  gained twenty pounds. I 'm only f ive feet  tall.

Rosalie Wax:  
Sally Takahashi:

Yes, t h a t ’s significant. You must have been trouble d to do that.

Oh yes, and my brother m s  there. My sister m s  there  at another home and my  

other brother was in another home too. My brother's  wife's fami ly was there.  

Even though they were there, I  mean I  can understand  now what happens to  

people, like for  instance, suicide - that's m y  out though, I  never even  

contemplated that. That never went through my mind.  In fact most o f  the  

suicide patients I've taken care of, you'd think tha t they are people who  

are by themselves, they're not. They have people ho vering all over them.

So when I  look back, t h a t ’s what happened to me. I  just went within myself.  

And what brought me out m s  I  d idn' t  stay. .1 d i d n ’t  keep that weight very  

long. I  went on a  very rigid diet. You see, I  was n ever heavy and I 'm  

still. .1 only weigh about 107 right now and so I, w ell, I  don't  know how to  

say this - I  found God I  guess.

Rosalie Wax:  
Sally Takahashi:

Did you really. . . .
Because, you see, I  m s  not raised through a  church. In fact  I  had asked my  

mother after I  started church here in Huber Heights  in Dayton. My husband  

m s  church reared. He went to Union Church. It m s  a  Presbyterian Church.  

We lived here for  about over twenty years and my f i rst  church m s  the Faith  

Presbyter ian Church here in Huber He igh ts • So I  did not have any church  

rearing, but my mom m s ,  would say, you know, i f  you don't behave, you know,  

she used a Japanese word, you know, the God is goin g ot punish you. She did  

say those things. So you c a n ’t say that I  wasn' t  a m r e  of  God in a  sense.

So when I  look back the only thing that I  can say i s I  had told mysel f , God  

loves me. And it w a s n ’t, I 'd have, .let me give you  an example. I  think in  

nursing school I  m s  accused of  taking a  pencil and this gal m s  accusing  

everybody, o f  people taking it, and word got around and it just, .it made  

sense to everybody that I  had taken a  pen from some body.
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RW: You had taken a  pen?

ST: Yeha, and I  was aeeused of  tha t .

RW: Of being a  thief?
ST: Yeah, but that, in other words, it 's funny. Money,■  I  never though of  money. I  didn't

think o f  money until I  got married. I  never worr ied about m oney • It 's because there were  

other things that were more important I  guess to me  at that time. Even when I  gained  

| that much weight and when I  was reaching for  someon e, and I  was lonely. I  was extremely  

n  lonely, and that's what turned the table fo r  me. I  had told mysel f  and I  don't  know  

(I where I  got i t  f rom, that no matter what happens, Go d loves me without any strings  

m a t t a c h e d .  I  can verbalize it now, because I  know t his is what God is all about, but at  

\ \ that  time I  don't  know whether I  verbal ized it gus t like I 'm saying it now. But I  know  

'*\one thing that I  d id exprience it, and that's wha t snapped me out o f  it.

RW: You know, that's a  beautiful note to end this talk on. I  think I  have fel t  that way

myself. Without any restr ictions as one does i f  yqu  read the Bible, you know, God loves  

everyone, the poor, the crippled, that feel ing has an enormous help to a  person.

ST:( What I  experienced, and what I  had to combat was the  extreme loneliness, that's what it

RW: And this was the f i rst time you fel t  this, was afte r you left camp and were l iving in a  

st ranger1s house, is that it?

ST: Yeah, and then I  was I  guess I  was in my old way fee l ing sorry fo r  myself, so I  remember ,  

my brother, and my sister- in- law coming to visit  me  and I  guess they hadn't  heard from m & ,  

fo r  a  couple of  weeks, or I  don't know, a  month or  so. And this is within the same city  

now. So they, .so it was a  situation where I  had to mo re or  less take a hold of  mysel f  u

and overcome this extreme loneliness. And this is w hy I  say that I  had this experience  /
with the feel ing that God loves me, and that's all th at I  real ly needed, and this is  

real ly funny, because this excludes your family.

RW: Yes, that is very significant. I 'm a  l itt le t ired n ow, but I 'm going ot think over that.  

What you've told me.
ST: So I  guess maybe that might be another. .I 'm glad t hat I  thought o f  that because to this  

day that experience has helped me. In fact  it has h elped me all the way through.

RW: All your life.
ST: All my life. Well, I ' l l let you go.

RW: You let me go  (both laugh). And I  do thank you and I  will call you in about a  wee k and

I' l l  see how your brothers feel and I  may have a  co uple more questions for  you. We can  

talk again. I f  you like.

ST: Sure ly .

RW: This was very pleasant. Thank you. What's your maid en name?

ST: K a t o .

RW: Gee, I  had a  good fr iend who named Kato, we cal led i t.
ST: Oh yeah, Kato, well I  always say Kato because that's  how everybody else does it.

RW: That's how the Caucasians say it.
ST: Kato is a  name like Smith and another thing. I 'd li ke to make a note that since I've come

to Dayton I 've met a  lot o f  service brides. Well, o ne in part icular is a  very good

fr iend of mine and she had told me. She said, you k now, your name - you came from a

samurai family,  (laughs) So now I 'm bragging to everybody. I  come from a  l in eage of  not  

a low peon. . .
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Third Interview

Beginning of call blurred,
(Mrs. Takahashi told me that her older brother was in the U.S. Army.)

Sally Takahashi: f rom Amache, so he was not in Tule L a k e .

Rosalie Wax:  
Sally Takahashi:

I  s e e . So he was serving in the U.S• Army,  

Right, he was one o f  the volunteers.

Rosalie Wax:  
Sally Takahashi:

Yes.
So you wanted to interview people in Tule I/ike, righ t.

Rosalie Wax: Yes, as much as I  can. I  may do others, but right n ow I 'm eoneentrating on  

Tule Lake.

Sally Takahashi: Well, I  cal led my sister and her husband was from t here also and they are  

not  willing.

Rosalie Wax: Yes, this I  understand. It was a very rough thing. Some poeple like to  

express it and I  can understand when they don't. Yo u know what I  mean.

Sally Takahashi: Like I  said last week, to me I  was much younger and I  real ized the wrong  

doing later on when I  was older - the di f ferent pol itical things. But then  

I  wasn't, .you might say I  wasn' t  o f  age at that tim e.

Rosalie Wax: I  found that in all the work I've been doing that th e people who were in  

their late teens, early 20's at  that time really, ho w should I  say, they  

have a  very burden of  having been treated unjustly.  Much more than the

Sally Takahashi:
youngers .
Yeah, I  don't bring this up to anybody. I f  someone asks I  do, but very few  

people bring it up. I  had an experience, oh, a  li t t le o ver twenty years ago  

- this is in Dayton idien we moved from Cincinnati to  Dayton. One o f  my  

neighbor asked about it, so I  explained to her what ha ppened and so forth,  

and you know, there was another neighbor and she as  o f  Ital ian extract. . .

Rosalie Wax:  
Sally Takahashi:

She was of  what?
Italian. And she told me that we were bitter. When I  was explaining to  

her, I  didn' t  think I  explained it to her with any b itterness. I  just said  

that i t  was not right. That's the f i rst thing I  alw ays say. I  don't  

bel ieve in this blessing in disguise or  anything li ke this.

Rosalie Wax:  
Sally Takahashi:

Me too.
Because it still happened. You real ly don't  know wh at would have happened  

otherwise, you know, this kind of  thing, so i f  you say that, it 's like an  

excuse. And I  think, .so I  think that really taught m e something where I  

never volunteer to bring up. .My brother in Berkeley did  say one time, I  

guess, it 's his human nature, and I  sort o f  agree w ith him. He said, wel l , 
you know, people want you to say i t 's all right. It 's like anything else, i f  

you become ill or i f  you have a  f racture leg or any thing like this you know,  

people, I  think it's human nature, they would rathe r have the person say,

'Oh, I 'm fine.' 'I'm doing well' and so forth.

Rosalie Wax: I  talked to one lady who kept saying, 'Well, let bygon es, be bygones.' You  

see, she didn' t  want to think about this at  all. I  understand that.

Sally Takahashi: She didn't  elaborate or anything?

Rosalie Wax: There was good reason. Her husband was in the stock ade and she told me a  

a  very sad story of. .she was pregnant at  that time  and she had the baby and  

took the baby to the fence to show it to him, and t he soldier came and pushed  

her roughly away and also her husband. How she says  she dreams about that.
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ST: Oh really?

RW: How should I  say, a  traumatic experience like that,  to say it kind of  professionally,

some people prefer to repress them, you know, not ta lk. Though I  mysel f  think it's good  

to talk and get it out o f  your system, sometimes an d then you won't feel so had.

ST: Oh yeah, that's true of  anything. Some people feel that way. I  could tell you. I  

didn't. . .when I  asked my sister and my brother-in -law, I  didn' t  know he was in Tule  

Lake.

RW: All this time. . .

ST: I  didn' t  ask.

RW: How many years has this been that you didn' t  know?

ST: Well, I  guess. .I  didn't ask of  the people which ca mp were you in and this kind of  thing.  

The other Nisei, well, I  think my brother- in- law is  a  Kibei, so he was very f luent  in  

both languages. Japanese and English. Of course he was very good in school, so that  

probably had something to do with it too. But the th ing that I  remember in later years  

is I' l l  give you an incident: When I  was working, t his is in Dayton and this may have  

been not over, Gee, I 've been at the hospital for, this is my 11th year - so this may

have been in my 4th year or so, it may have been si x years ago. One o f  my pat ients was

a. .at that time our unit was mostly coronary pat ient s - I  work in intensive care - this

pat ient was leaving that day, so he was passed his crucial chest pain, short o f  breath

and so forth symptoms, and I  was giving him his bat h, I  d id not bring the subject up, he  

did. And he told me that he thought it was right - about the relocation.

RW: That it was right? My goodness.

ST: That it was right. But I  do not look at  the patient ' s professions or  - I  do not look in

the charts, but in the course o f  conversation, I  fo und out he was a  school counselor .

RW: And he fel t  that the evacuation was a  good thing?

ST: He came out and said he thought it was right. So si nce he was a  school counselor, I

didn't. . .

RW: I  take it he was a Japanese American?

ST: Who?

RW: The man you are talking about.

ST: Oh no.

RW: No, he's a  Caucasian.

ST: R i g h t .

RW: I 'm  sorry, I  like to get it straight.

ST: Oh I  see.

RW: And you are talking to a  Caucasian and he said he th ought it was right.

ST: Yeah, I  haven't  come across any Japanese American wh o said it was right.

RW: Well, God be praised!
ST: I 'm  stating that because you mentioned who it was. You quest ioned who it was. Okay • So  

I  thought it was important that I  should not let th is pass, even though he was a  patient.  

Usually, well, there is a certain amount o f  ethics where you are not supposed to be  

arguing with patients or whatever, but the patient,  he was all right. Like I  said he was  

ready to leave the unit. So I  very quiet ly said thi s, whi le I  was giving him his bath -  

I  said, 'You know, when I  was in camp, I  was a  very  young teenager, so I  didn' t  know  

anything polit ical or anything like this, the reaso n ing.' And after I  grew older, I  told  

him, I  heard that there was a  Bunn group o f  German Americans parading in New York, out in  

the open and heeling to Hitler and. . .
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RW: Excuse me, it 's h e i l .

ST: Oh.

RW: I t 's Heil Hitler! Hot that I  would ever say it.
ST: Oh, all right. Hei l ing to Hitler and they were in thi s organizat ion and I  told him the  

FBI  could not he that sloppy. They have to have eve ry one o f  their names and I  told them,  

not  one o f  them was hauled off  to any kind of  conce ntrat ion camp.

RW: You're perfectly right.
ST: T h a t ’s all I  said to him. And you could have heard a  pin drop.

RW: (laughs) Good for  you.
ST: But the thing is, I  real ized afterwards that I  wasn' t  that. .I  guess when it comes to  

something like this maybe I ’m  a  pess imis t . I  d o n ’t think I  changed his mind. I  real ly  

d o n ’t .

RW: Well, it  takes, I  know peop les ’ minds do change, be cause mine did in camp. But it takes a  
strong experience and maybe, also a  certain amount o f  sensit iv i ty and intell igence. Some  

don't  have it.
ST: Well, I  have more or less come to the conclusion tha t a  lot o f  this is emotional. You  

cant' talk to people about this.

RW: It is.
ST: One of  the things that i f  people sincerely want to see it, they have to ask whether at  

that time they fe l t  the same feelings against the G erman Americans and I tal ian Americans  

and i f  they didn' t  then they have to admit to thems elves, that i t  was purely a  racial  

feeling. T h a t ’s all there is to it. I ’m  not anymore. . I ’m  not interested whether they  

feel that way or not, all I  feel is i f  they want to. . they themselves want to change and  

to feel the right way, then they have to ask themse lves that. Because most o f  them would  

say I  think, when they recall, they say, 'Oh, you kn ow I  had such a strong fee l ing . ’ But  

they will not say. They. . .it never dawns on them th at it was a  racial feeling.

RW: Ho, they don't and well I. .it is kind of  a hopeless  thing, but I  feel, how should I  say,

the rest o f  us watch our step with them and d o n ’t l et them get any farther.

ST: Oh, y o u ’re suggesting that we should say something i f  they say anything.

RW: Well, I  real ly d o n ’t know Mrs. Takahashi, because i t depends on the person. I  agree with  

you when a  person is a  real fanatic, talking with h im d o e s n ’t help.

ST: Right. I  had another patient I  took care of. He sai d that he l ived in Gardena,

California, a  suburb of  Los Angeles. And his commen t was ’They were b i t te r . ’ So I  guess  

that must be the majori ty feeling. That most o f  us Hiseis are bitter.

RW: Oh yes. I ’d  like to tell you a story how my youth, I  just enjoy talking with you, you

know. You are very sensit ive woman.
ST: Well, I 've always been more out o f  the family, I  kn ow. I ’ve come out more and said more  

o f  things the way I  have felt.

RW: And I ’d  like to ask you just a  couple o f  questions that are small second interview, but

let me tell you why I  mysel f  really fe l t  obl igated to Japanese Americans. When I  was a

teenager, or  in my early 2 0 ’s, my family was very p oor, it was the depression and we  

l ived for  a  while even on rel ief  and then I  got a  l i t t le job and was able to support my  

family, but our grocer was a  Japanese American name d Mr. K _____ •
ST: I  s e e .

RW: When we were really hard up, he trusted us, or  me, fo r  $60.00 and I  never, I ’ve always

fe l t  grateful, o f  course, I  paid him back in time, but I  thought, you know, this is a

good man and these are good people. And it was an e xperience like that, that really kind  

of, it helped me when I  was young. And I  thought you m ight like to hear it.



Sally Takahashi - February 12, 1982 4

ST: Well, isn't  that one of  the reasons they say that i n Hawaii they weren't rounded up?

The people in Hawaii they knew them.

RW: And also in Hawaii I  think a  quarter or  more o f  the populat ion was Japanese Amer ican .

ST: T h a t 's r igh t .

RW: And so3 you know, they couldn't push them around . T hat was impor tan t . It would have  

been incredible to try to do anything with t hem. So  that's the mora l .  • they had the  

strength of  numbers .
ST: Yeah, they had the strength o f  numbers but from ¡¿ha t I  hear , they also, .it was also  

the fact  that the key people said right away, 'Oh n o, they're loyal.' They knew  

them in other words .

RW: Oh yeSy I  think you're right.
ST: I  would like to comment on your experience. In a  way  you know, let me put this way, it  

wasy I 'm glad that you had a good experience, but i t real ly shouldn't  be according to  

that.

RW: Y e a h .

ST: Vo you get what I  mean?

RW: Yes.
ST: Just because like I  got involved with, .my husband a nd I  got involved in the Civil Rights  

Movement in the churchy when that was going strong.  It wasn't  necessary, yeah, we know  

one couple that is Blacky okay, but it wasn't neces sary because o f  them.

RW: I  think you are right. That goes deeper.

ST: The way you look at  human beings and mysel f , i t  was n' t  because when I  looked back, it

wasn't  because o f  my own experience that this happen ed, mysel f  what made me realize this  

human relat ion experience is a  genocide. I. .for a  long time couldn't get that of f  my  

mind. I  could not understand it. German was a  Christ ia n nat ion and so forth and not  

only that they weren't  a t  war with them and I  jsut, i t  took me a  long time to get over  

that, because I  couldn't  understand it. You know, I  a l wa y s . .I 'm the person who always  

fe l t  that there is a  reason for  everyth ing.

RW: Yes, well.

ST: But, my neighbor, who is a  retired Colonel, he's f r om New York, and his true feel ing is  

that he has ant i -semit ism in him, but he received a  Master 's Degree in Counseling and one  

o f  his research papers, he chose the genocide. And the bottom line I  understand, is  

because they're not Christians. The top authori ty o f  the Jewish that's what he told me.  

That's what he was taught.

RW: Oh my, that is terrible.

ST: But that was the reason for  it. So my. .1 would have to say that my personal experience  

is not the reason that may have swayed me to look a t  human that way and in a  way I 'm glad  

i t  didn' t  take a personal experience because when i t ocmes to personal expreience, a  lot  

o f  time, emotions would enter into it.

RW: Well, let me ask you this question and if  i t  st imul ates things fine, i f  i t  doesn't, why  

then it's a  poor question. I 'm going to call the pe ople I 've interviewed back, and ask  

them a f ew extra questions. Thinking back today on w hat happened in camps and what you  

did in camp, how do you feel about the way you acte d there, are you pleased with  

yoursel f  or  are you critical of  yourself?

ST: Oh like I  said previously I  was a  young teenager an d I  exper ienced group association, so  

I  can't say, you know that I  didn' t  like the way I  acted . I  went, you know, the year I  

was in Amache there wasn't any bad feelings. In fac t  when we transferred from Amache to  

Tule Lake, I  still can remember that scene. I  was c rying saying goodbye to my friends.

I  could see sort a. .1 looked at my dad, you know, h e was the one who made us move, and
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fee m s .  . .1 could see that he ws sort o f  sad too. I  eou ld see it on his face. He did  

not have a  happy face.

Well, I  see maybe this quest ion doesn't apply so mu ch to younger people.

Yes.

Well here's one that you may have told me all you w ished because you've talked, how  

should I  say, you've generously talked about your f amily and I 'm very glad. For some  

people the camp experience helped to strengthen the ir families, f o r  other people the camp  

experience helped to break up their families, • • •
Well, obviously our family got broken up. But we are not, you know once we came back we  

were together. We're scattered.

You were scattered, but now after these many years,  you've gotten more o r  less together  

again, is that right?

R igh t .

I  was very glad to hear that, because there are som e people I've talked to that. . .

brothers still don't talk to each other. ■ ,
Oh, well, I  think those things happen. Don't  you thin k those things happen with

famil ies?

They happen with famil ies otherwise too.

Are you saying that the relocation camp did that?

No, this m s  the experience o f  a  couple o f  brothers,  let me see, going^ to Japan and  

staying there and another, .one. .the younger one came  back. I  f ind it interest ing that  

this younger man says the older ones will not talk to me, because they renounced their  

citizenship, you see, they were of  the age to do tha t, and they don't m n t  to talk about  

this situation at all. And he feels very al ienated from them. And so, and he even  

hesitates to ask them i f  they might talk to me, bec ause he's kind of  sure they wouldn t,  

you see. It 's clear that this, .he’s a  man about 45  and he feels very sad about this.  

And that's purely because he went to Japan?

Well, f rom what I  gathered, he. .when he got back he re he went to school and I  th ink he  

jo ined the army here in the Korean War and he did v ery well for  himsel f  and the brothers  

also came back, they were older brothers, but they h a v e n ’t done near as well and that  

might have something to do with it.
Oh, I  get what you mean. In our f a m i l y ’s case the two brothers that went to Japan ana  

they decided later on that they better come back an d go to school. Well, in a  way the  

one brother in Berkeley, he sort o f  broke down, .no t a  nervous breakdown, but he sort of  

broke down physical ly and emotionally, he was a  che mist. • •

Studying chemistry?  „ . „
Yeah, he went after a  doctorate. Well, he switched over to Berekeley, he should have  

stayed at UC. And I  guess it m s  too much for  him, see  he m s  older. He m s  like I  say  

the best student. He should have made it. And that may be one of  the causes, but he  

came down with ulcers and he still not. .he’s seeing  a  psychiatrist. H e ’s all right now,  

but he's working for  the post office. He had to get  a  job that m s  less. . .The one m  

Chicago is hooked on the races and they're both sin gle.

They're both single? „„¿„ a
Yeah, and I  think this may be one of  the reasons. S ee, my oldest brother got marr ied

riaht a m u  and mu youngest brother got marr ied later , but. • •  A
I 3, .the ones  tj£ went to Jpaan d i d m t .  .they went with your father an d mother.

Yeah . they got a  late start.
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RW: • . and they were realty harmed by it. Wel l , let me ask.  you that quest ion then. You've

already answered this in part because o f  your broth ers, but as you think back over what  

you've achieved in your l i fet ime, in what way did t h e c a m p  experience help you and in  

what way did camp experience hurt you?
ST: Well, the camp experience hurt me immediately af ter  while I  was going to school, in

adjust ing to being on my own, I  guess when I  look b ack I  had to have a  certain  ̂ amount o f

independent type o f  strength maybe. You know, when I  look back as a  chi ld I  think I  was  

like that. I  wasn' t  that much o f  a  leaner. I  see th at with my daughter now. I  have to  

make an adjustment because she's more o f  a  leaner th an I.

RW: You fel t  some kind of  strength in yourself.

ST: I  think so. I  think I  had that.

RW: I  did too. I  remember as a  chi ld I  had it.

ST: You had it too. Yeah, it 's just like even, .you kno w, how you would have spats with your

friends, well, I  was the type I. .1 went to the f r ie nd i f  I  knew I  was right. And my  

sister was tel l ing me that things hurt her more, yo u know. It d idn' t  matter whether she  

was right or  wrong. I f  someone was mad at her it wo uld hurt her. Well, I  wasn't  like

that at  all. This is my sister in Cincinnati. But m y sister in Cincinnati has a  much

f iner  quality than I  had. Che was the one who was mo re or less the key person in our

family. My mom is there and she's the one who more or less took over everybody. Che

and her husband.

RW: You did speak to her, but she didn't want to talk t o me.
ST: No, she and her husband are both highly sensit ive pe ople, but then by sensit ive I  mean  

you know, they feel it a  lot, lot more and then on th e other hand they are the type that  

would, .they did the most. We are all. .the rest o f  the family is all obl igated to both  

o f  them.

RW: Can I  then ask is there any way at  all that the cam p experience helped you?

ST: I  don't see how.

RW: Good,  (both laugh) I t 's okay to say no. You know, I  just thought I  woul d ask.

ST: Does anybody answer that yes?

RW: You're the f i rst person I ' ve . .I 'm trying this out on you, you see. .if i t 's a  good

quest ion . You don 't mind?
ST: But remember I  would like to note to you since I 'm th e first, okay, that I 'm the youngest

out o f  the seven. So therefore I  might be one o f  th e younger ones out o f  the whole group

that you are interviewing. And another point, and I 'd like to mention, most o f  the  

families, the Japanese family, the older  - well, this is true o f  any family, let me put

it. Any fami ly  I  think, you see the first b o m  or th e second b o m ,  I  think they are the

one that gets most o f  the aches and pains o f  the pa rents.

RW: This is true. I  am the oldest. I  agree.
ST: I  don't think this is peculiar to the Japanese immi grants' family. I  think it's true o f  

any immigrant family, the older ones, so that may h ave something to do with speaking to  

the older ones, because in addit ion to the camp exp erience they have the parent's  

problems. The parents unloaded and I  have, .what I  have done with my children and, I  

made mistakes and so on when I  look back, but I  have  never. .I've always fel t  I  wouldn' t  

load them down that much. I  have not told. •sat the m down and say, 'Hey, this is what  

happened to me.'

RW: Let  me ask another one here. Do you feel that you h ave had to work especial ly hard in  

your life to make up fo r  the years you spent in camp ?

ST: How can I  answer that? I  mean how does one answer t hat?

RW: Well, I  think. . .



Sally Takahashi - February 12, 1982 7

ST: In a  sense, okay, the fact that I  knew I  had to supp ort mysel f , the fact that I  went  into  

nursing school, I  sort o f  fell into it because my s ister had an experience in Tule lake  

where she worked in a  hospital. And then she sugges ted I  guess in my senior year, 'Why  

don' t  you maybe go into nursing?' Because at that t ime, I  think they must have been  

giving scholarships and nursing school I  think. Oh by the way, I  d idn' t  see any Blacks  

then. And there was a  Chinese gal before me, so I  g uess fo r  the minorities, i t  was  

opening up.

RW: I t  sounds like this doesn't  part icularly apply to t he younger people. I  have one last  

one. As you think about yourself  and your sense o f  stabi l i ty and security, do you feel  

that the camp experience left you with some sense o f  insecuri ty or even damage?

ST: I  think you have to ask. I  guess to get the true ans wer to that, I  would advise you to  

talk to third generation. You know that is another whole new subject - that's a  whole new  

ball game. The third generat ion because the third g enerat ion did not experience this and  

then you have to ask what kind of  public image they  had. I  know, you see, let me just  

tell you, this one gal in our unit, all right, she's got a  hang up, she is not very  

l iberal for  one thing, but she's narrow on everythi ng. And she is overweight, and I  think  

that's one o f  her hang-ups. But she comes out with her true feel ings and like she would  

say she would make fun of  Dr. Tsuneishi like this, you know, Dr.'s name, like his name  

is, well, they all do, you know, but his name is very di fficult, Tsuneishi.

RW: This is a  third generat ion Japanese?
ST: No, this is a  Caucasian. She's in her early ZO's, b ut she talked like this from way

back. To her, she says, well, you know, I 'm the onl y Japanese person that she knows of.  

This is typical, okay. Now she says, even though sh e knows I 'm b o m  and raised here,  

okay and Mark is the dental surgeon who comes in fo r  some o f  the patients from the other  

hosp i ta l . I  work in an Osteopathic hospital, by the  way and there is a  st igma there too.

RW: Yes, I  know that.
ST: Even though she knows that he a  Nisei too, well, she bl urts out and says without any

sense o f  animosity or anything like that, she says, 'Well, he's still a  foreigner to me.'  

You see vhat I  mean?

RW: My goodness.
ST: Now, you may say 'my goodness' but the majori ty o f  t he people look at  it this way. Okay.  

You might say this is one of  our hang-ups.

RW: I  don't quite understand why. .what you mean when y ou say that the third generat ion feels  

the most damage.
ST: No, I 'm saying this. I f  you would i tnerview the thir d generation, they did not have the  

'camp experience, all right, so therefore, how they feel about being a  Japanese American  

would erase the fact, .there is a gorup that did ha ve the camp experience and yet htey  

are of  Japanese descent. So i f  you can get their fe el igns arid you can get the majority  

o f  the Niseis then you would have the answer to - d id camp hurt us?

RW: Yes, interview both, .very sharp suggestion. I  will  think about that i f  I  have time  

because you have the contrast.
ST: And I  do have somebody that I  may come in contact wi th. .Well, my nephew is going to get  

marr ied and he made. .1 have to talk with him f i rst be cause I  don' t  know i f  I  wil l  agree  

with him. When I  cal led my sister up, she said this . Well, she said 'No' to the  

interview, but she said her son, he's the one who recei ved his Ph.D. in chemistry. He  

made a  comment to his uncle that came from Los Ange les, and he said that he would like  

to write a  book on this. He'd call it a  phenomenon,  the fact the third generat ion was  

so quick to I  guess, assimilate, maybe that's the wo rd, but she used the word 'white' and  

I. .whenever someone says well, let me give you an ex ample of  what I  don' t  agree with.  

During the Civil Rights Movement, the top leaders o f  the Black group made a  statement  

that the Black Americans that goes into the suburba n areas like ours or Kettering, you  

know, we all live in the suburbs. They are trying t o be White. I  total ly disagree with
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ST: them. And there was another man this was in the chu rch, in the church scene, there was  

another man o f  American Indian descent. He and I  to gether said, ‘H o ' . And you know we  

didn't  discuss this or not. So I  knew he agreed wit h me being o f  the minori ty group.  

Because that d o e s n ’t belong the White. The suburban  type o f  living, let us say, does not  

belong to the White. And I  know, I  have said this bef ore, i t  even came out in a  

magaz ine .

RW: What came up in the magazine?

ST: Well, in the Sunday issue 'Parade' magazine there w as a  paragraph, i t  probably came from  

some sort o f  soc io log is t . But they said that the re ason that the Japanese Americans were  

able to come up in the ranks, more or less, you know  o f  not bucking. .1 think they may  

have been comparing to B lacks . I  have come across th is a  lot.

RW: I  didn't catch yjhat. . .

ST: They were able to assimilate within the society. Bu t see, they d o n ’t use that word. .

they d o n ’t use it that way, they always say, 'Well, they d i d n ’t have any clashes with the

White', that 's how they put it, you know. Because of  t he ethics were the same, .the  

Japanese immigrants ethics that they taught us. .our  pa ren t s ’ ethics was no different  

f rom the middle class Americans. But I  have said tha t before, in other words, the middle  

class ethics, or  mannerism or whatever you want to call it, the way they want to live. I  

said it never belonged to them, I  don't  think it belo ngs to any one person. Because our  

parents taught the same things. So here it comes ou t in later years, it was not too far  

..long a g o . I  mean it's suppose to be a  great thing , you know, that this person came out

with this, but I  knew that a  long time ago. One o f  t he things that I  argue about is, I

think that even with the Blacks, they give the Whit e Americans too much credit. I  d o n ’t  

believe in that. I  don't  believe that one group is the one that is the father o f  certain  

type of  l iving or whatever.

RW: I  heart i ly agree. .

ST: But I  d o n ’t think the sociologists would agree with  you.

RW: There are some who don't, but I  give it to them, wh en I  see them,  (both laugh) I

heart i ly agree with you. You said it very well. But  every group like this has its

culture and ideals and it is a  kind of. .well, i t s ’ a  whole in i tsel f  and you know, i t ’s  

something. . I ’m  not saying it very well.

ST: Ho, I  know what you mean. I  d o n ’t know how to put i t  myself. I  d i d n ’t have any kind of  

a sociology background, but I 'm talking about my fe el ings.

RW: T h a t ’s right. You know what I 'd like to do is give y ou my address and my telephone

number and then i f  you even f ind a  Sansei or. .of co urse, I  should really talk to people

who were in Tule Lake. But i f  there is some interes ting person. I  like your idea o f  the  

contrast, you see. So you just get in touch with me  and you can always call me collect,  

you know, I ’ll accept the charges.

ST: Well, I  can have, .after I  talk to my nephew, i f  I  a gree with him, well, I ’ll have him

talk to you. I f  I  d o n ’t agree I  d o n ’t part icular ly w ant the ■ wrong. .you know, something

that I  d o n ’t agree with because I  d o n ’t know whether  the rest o f  them feels this way.

You see what I  mean. I  w o n ’t. .because you are more or  less in a  posit ion where you are  

going to do some publication, right?

RW: Well, I  may. But I ’m  gong to talk it over with knowle dgeable Japanese American fr iends  

first, r ight now.

ST: May I  ask vho the knowledgeable people are?

RW: I  beg your pardon?

ST: May I  ask vho the knowledgeable people are?

RW: Well.

ST: Are they connected with the Japanese American Cit iz ens League, by any chance?
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RW: Yes.

ST: All right.

RW: Dr. here in St. Louis has been a  very good advisor to me and he is very level

headed. And it was he who emphasised when I  f i rs t  i nterviewed him, he said he wouldn't  

talk to me unless I  gave him my word that I  wouldn' t  publish anything without his  

permission. He saw it. He's got the Japanse America ns' welfare at heart. Well , my

phone number i s ______ • And I  do so appreciate talking to you, because you a re one of

the few people I 've talked to who really speaks up t o me and tells me when I  may be  

going, .makes good suggestions. When I  may not be sa ying the rights things. It is very  

he lp fu l .

ST: Oh, well no. I  haven't. . .all through the interview I  d idn' t  come across anything that  

you said, .what you're saying is anything offensive ?

RW: Ho, it 's more that your f ine suggestion that I  real ly should talk to a  couple o f  Sansei,  

which I  hadn't  thought of.

ST: Now, are you. .I 'm sort of  curious about the end re sult o f  this. Is there going to be a

book out or is it just going to be a  publication?

RW: Well, nobody knows right now. I 'm just gathering th e data. Nobody has really talked to  

the people, Tule Lakers, you might say, and I 'm really  talking to people and learning a  

great deal that nobody has writ ten about.

ST: Oh even in those other books?

RW: Yeah. Like for  example, almost everybody who was 17 , 18 or older, Nisei, when I  asked  

what did you think, .how did you feel when you hear d that the Japanese Americans were  

going to be evacuated? Almost everyone I've spoken t o says 'I couldn't  believe it.' Now  

this is significant, because this is almost univers al with them and the terrible trauma  

o f  this - unjust ly being st igmatized as dangerous a nd criminal still stays with the  

people.

ST: Yes.

RW: Of that age. And I  think that is an important point .

ST: Well, I  think this is. .well, probably one o f  the r easons why maybe, like my husband  

says, he doesn't  want to. . .he's emotional. He gets e motional. But another thing is  

even the f i rst generation, the. .like my father, he  voiced that too. He was surprised  

that they were. .

RW: . .intern even the Issei?

ST: Not himself, he wasn ' t . .

RW: Oh, he was surprised that they were going to intern t he Nisei.

ST: Right, the American b o m .

RW: Oh, that's wonderful.

ST: He did. .1 remember that. My brothers or somebody men t ioned that he was surprised that. .  

he felt  the same way. For himself, because he was a n alien, he could see the  

justification, but not for  the Nisei.

RW: Well, I  say let's keep in touch. As I  proceed with w ork you know, because you are a  

very, helpful critic to me. And vjhen I  get ideas I 'm  not sure about, I ' l l  give you a  

ring. Is that okay?

ST: Yeah, that's all right. And i f  I  come across, I  may  talk to my family, and if  I  come

across anything that they may suggest, they may. .1  have been this way all my life and I  

found out from, .the more people I  talk to about an ything I  was able to pick up more,  

like you say more suggestions and more ideas and mo re ways and other ways o f  thinking.
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RW: Is Wednesday a  good day to call you?

ST: I  couldn't say , I f  my nephew would call you , t hen ,  .dur ing what time would you want?

RW: To he interviewed or, •

ST: No, he's a  third generation,

RW: Well, I  could make it any time, i f  I  just set a  tim e and I ' l l prepare for  it.

End o f interview.



RWi' Okay, Î m all set up*

STi One of the questions- you asked me three questi ons and I  

can’t remember if̂ I had answered the one in particula r where  

you said that - whether the camp had anything to do w ith our  

striving to better ourselves.

RWi Yes.

ST» I think it was a concensus of opinion, especial ly my hus�

band, who said "Oh no", he said that Horatio Alger s tory type of  

thing was instilled in us from our parents.

RWi Yes.

ST i So h e t h a t  the camp didn’t actually did it

It was there to start with.

RWi It was there to start with. I would agree, but I' m so glad  

to have his opinion.

STi So in other words that Horatio Alger story doesn ’t apply  

to just Europeans or anything. Okay, then the one t hat I really  

asked around was the one that you said how was it now  in the  

present condition in society, wasn't that the last question you  

asked?

RWi Urn.

&Ti Whether it had - whether the camp had anything to do with it.  

RWi Let me see. The last one I asked was - "As you think about  

yourself and your sense of stability and security, do you feel  

that the camp experience left with you a sense of insec urity or  

damage even to this day?"

STi Okay, and that's when I suggested talking to th e third

generation because they didn't have the experience of  the camp.
<ô

And I thought well, possibly they can give .more non- emotionalA
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answer. Because they are the ones^wh^waano actually  living out  

that— had to face the society as a visible minority,  we more or  

less - second generation - stayed within our own comm unity, because  

that ~rm~ the way the situation was. So I did talk to  my nephew and  

he came out with a statement that was rather - that was very strong  

I thought, so I didn't know jfePA I could accept it totally,and then  

I did ask - he made this statement. He said, 'Tftie  niseis as parents  

went through the camp relocation experience and it w as bad,£nd he

realized that both his parents don't even want to ha ve any inter-
j tkoJr

viewspr anything like this. His father said^he's bee n through so

many that he just,you know, after this redress, he said that the

things that were said were exactly how he felt. I h ave a little

laryngitis. So I guess he's gotten to the point wher e he is a

little tired of it. All right, now my nephew says t his, "We went

through a terrible experience," he says, "ips third ge nera�

tion, it was worse for us."

RWi Ijiid he give reasons?

STi This is the reason he gave. He said because we wer e put into
_  t/W-

camp and this is my opinion I'm putting right here - most of them  
^ A*

may have had a hesitation, saying that camp may not have that much

difference in the way that we are accepted in societ y^because.you

know how people's prejudices are still there. But a s far as I'm

concerned we can only say/VI don't care what anybody el se said*

I know I'm an American .f  All right. It may bother us if we give

.a lot of bucking on that, but it stills remain  ̂we know ourselves.  

We go by the way we feel.

RWj Are you know talking about the way you feel, or ab out your  

nephew?

ST« No, mine. I'm saying this right now.
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¿Li .a*
RWi About yourself.

ST i But the camp/(to me the camp had cut that off - the has been  

cast. The relocation camp definitely rubbed that ou t for us.

Now I didn't feel that way while..I was too young, bu t now I'm  

thinking that the camp definitely took that from un der us, because  

we can't, .in other words î /£fie"̂ ime we were put i nto camp, no matter  

what else anybody else says, we can't say that I

RWi Yes.

STi We can't feel it. You see what I mean. So I can see how the  

older fr/iseis, I could see where it really damaged th em a lot. For  

myself, I'm thinking of this afterwards, because I was too young  

then. So I will say that that is one of the biggest  things as far  

as I'm concerned. The camp has done. Now after you get out, you  

know, you still claim this, but what happens to the (niseis, accord�

ing to my nephew, I'm coming back to my nephew agai n - he says this,  

"The (¿iseis are on the whole were damaged so much at camp, that they  

reversed themselves and pushed being an i&merican t oo much." In  

other words Americans first. My nephew^Kenny says this ̂tha t the  

decision unknowingly.I guess, they didn't think of these consciously,  

I dont think because you know, we were surprised to h ear this from  

him - okay, unknowingly he says this, "You all had told yourselves  

you can't be Japanese and you can't be /»merican at the same time.  

What else are you going to chose? You can't be a na tional Japanese,  

you're not.

RWi Yes. And is he saying, see if I got it correct.  Is he  

saying that he felt tHt*E his parents. .4H~ee«ee4JiMs jsti*igfvt,  

iiimt1 pushed him into saying that they were...

/American, okay> fend even though my sister andSTi That he was
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brother in law - when it comes to eating and things, t hey even use  

chopsticks. I don't use it everyday. They would,,as  far as the  

Japanese culture, see, Kenny is not talking about J apanese culture.  

They have more Japanese culture than my house. But that is not  

what he is talking about. He is talking about althou gh I've talked  

to somebody else and she said how can you split the two? But I  

guess I have to agree with this other gal who said that  because it's  

just like if you profess to be a Christian, you are going to do what  

the Bible tells you. But how many of us are? You se e what I mean.  

So in the same correlation, in the same relationship,  he's not  

talking about the arts although he feels that it wo uld have been  

nicer if he had learned the Japanese language. But t hat even my  

neighbor's son who 3̂=®** Norwegian parent had told  his mother, why  

didn't you teach me Norwegian? You see what I mean.  I think in  

a way it's always better to have another language.

RW» And you feel then what you nephew is saying is that his  

parents would not really teach him anything Japanese  - he was  

to see himself 100$ American?

STi Yeah, like doing what..they pushed when he aske d his dad, his  

dad said you're an ̂ nerican Japanese, see. I raised ou r children  

Japanese American. In fact my oldest son in kinderga rten wanted  

an American flag outside and he wanted to let the oth er people  

know that he was an femerican* ̂ jut he had told me th at he wanted  

to be accepted an Sfnerican as Japanese. He is not ru nning away
A * *

from being Japanese. Kenny is not either, but.he's sa ying this.
Or ^

Because you..he says are visible minority here* jlut he saying
A

that we as parents because of the camp, unknowingly by pushing
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c being
/[American too much and it would depend on the third generation,  

maybe. He took it as..that they were playing down the Japanese  

side. You see what I mean?

RWi Now, it's quite clear to me.

ST* But, you can’t..I do question him when he said this is a

phenomenon and he feels that of all the ethnic group s that the

third generation lost it so fast because at..I talk ed to my friend
\ fV*

who is second generation German, she says, her ? dau ghters didn’t  

think about their German heritage* but-they dAdn’t..  JLxl  pthay-WQTd».  

^ut they didn't think like Kenny did either. But I do n't know  

if this applies to... everyone.

RWi I would feel Mrs. Takahashi, may I call you Sall y?

STi Yes.

RWi ���� are my friend. Just my general experience and I'm r eally  

no expert on this - but

STi Yes, but you’ve been talking about it.

RWi I know myself am of German extraction and I know  Jewish people,

and I know others, that your is it your son who is s aying this?
<

or nephew?

STi My nephew.

RWi Your nephew is correct that never perhaps has it been re�

pressed so strongly and perhaps even the parents ma y not have known  

they were doing it, but.

STi They were you might say like a retaliation - it  was taken  

from us, so they knew they were Americans, okay, so they unknowingly  

they were fighting for it and in fighting for it he  looked at it  

as if it wage repressed. They actually don't feel t hat way about,

Do you see what I mean? But there is a paradox there, because it
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was taken away. It's like a dormitory - I went to a J ewish  

School of Nursing and our dormitory rules were much lax than the  

Good Samaritant Catholic Church* Wfell there were mo re kids sneaking  

out^mobody abused ours because our rules were very lax. So in  

the same token, since it was taken away from us, he  feels that we  

were retaliating by fighting back and we wanted to m ake sure that  

this wasn't going to happen to our kids and then pr obably pushing  

the Aimericanism. And he says..he definitely said i t's no fault of  

yours - he blames it totally on the relocation.

RWi On the experience. That makes very good sense.

STi Even on the redress thing, I thought at first we ll, I didn't  

think it was necessary* 4but now after talking to a lot of people  

and talking about this, I think it's definitely neces sary that̂ we  

get some kind of monetary reward or something or com pensation  

because we have to let tie government know that they  can't g;et away  

with something like this.

RWi Can I ask you a question and then again since yo u've been so  

kind if you don't mind doing this, I'd appreciate if y ou'd talk to  

your nephew or other people about this question. It came up through  

a very...I've been researching through my documents  and the things  

that people told me in camp, and I sense lihiwi i I Uni * Jhii-y THU i  

tr ennsfi&Bu» - that they were

that they had done nothing wrong*, they had committe d no crime?

HJSSy wfi»e many of them were eager to serve in the Ameri can forces'”,  

and they were then put into camps as if they were cr iminals and  

wrong^doers for several years, and this they felt,wa s a

terrible injustice. You see, if you know the Bible,  it's like  

Job, who had so many things wrong, and he said I've done nothing  

wrong ̂/ifnd that these people have said we have do ne nothing wrong



page 6 # 186 Sally Takahashi

. 1m
and a toe &mGhe>t this injustice is more than they could

bear.

ST i Now you are talking about the tniseis?

HWi Yes, about the Moiseis. About the people who were  evacuated and  

lived in the camps.

STi Right. What was the question?

RWt Did you ever feel that way yourself, or did you s ee any evidence  

that people felt that this was an awful injustice?

STi Oh, that’s the whole thing about it and this is  why the redress  

is really, well, this is another thing now. I think it's sort of  

like the immigrants^«*» came— now I can't speak for how the nationals  

are, but it maybe, I don’t know if it had to do with  the Japanese  

trait or not, but they have this, well, keep it to yourself and you  

take it type of person trait. They call it, there is  a Japanese  

word for it.

RWi Yeah, what is it, do you know it?

STi Gamma, I think, I'm not too..

RWi Well, I just wondered.

STi In other words, this is the way it is so you ta ke it.

WWi Oh yeah, that word is..

STi ���� �55���� � �� ��'�(

���

STt Yeah, right! Okay, now I think that trait more o r less goes  

against you in this kind of situation.

RWi Well, Issei felt that way, but I think a good ma ny )h/isei felt  

the other way. And I just wanted your opinion.

STi Oh yeah* you mean as far as the camp was concern ed?

RWi Yeah.

STi Oh no, it was absolutely wrong.
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There would he not one nisei who would say it was righ t*

RWi And I often in my notes how it comes out while I was there,  

how people told me how, they were so angry at being t reated like  

criminals, to be guarded by soldiers and everything and the fence  

and all this was a symbol again of the injustice, bec ause they were  

innocent. You see?

ST & Right. But the only thing, like the american publi c, there  

would be a certain amount of people that sort of ass ume that there  

were sabotage plans - I even had a friend of mine te ll me that.

RWi That there were what?

STt She said well Sue, she's a German extract and it  happened to  

the others, like there were spies among the Germans  and they were  

unsure if there spies among the Italians, right?

RWi Sure.

ST & Okay, well she just assumed there must have been amo ng the  

niseis. But now, you realize that Japan is saying t hat they lost  

the war because of the niseis?

RW& (laughs)

ST& Now wait a minute, it's not funny because they use the niseis  

in intelligence..

RWi Yes, that's true.

STi that co-hort type of thing, in trying to figure ou t, they did  

use them. Now there is...the Japanese Nationals nis eis aren't  

welcomed. I mean they didn't look at niseis as their o wn.

RWi Yes, that's true.

STi So, we were at one time in a situation inbetwee n, like in  

limbo. Now I would like to say something else. A bro ther in  

New Jersey, I talked to him and he says this and I th ink he is  

absolutely right. He says when you are looking for ps ychological
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effects on us, he says the psychological effects, th e bad psychological  

effect was naturally, there was a certain amount of p sychological  

effect with us. But he said it is more, more on the american public.  

And he says this the immigrants who came here were s imple people. In  

other words they were good for the country. He says  when they went  

and 'rounded them up and put them and their offspring  into camps,  

he said you killed the Boy scouts of america. He say s that this  

should be emphasized. It's the same thing, aren't w e paying for  

isn't the country paying for what happens to the bl acks, well, he's  

saying this, the american public doesn't know this,  but they are  

hurting psychologically! they don't know it. And it  is obvious  

now, we are hurting from what all the things that wa s done to the  

blacks•

RW» Yes, yes.

STi Well, aren't we hurting even with the bomb? We a re the ones  

who used it first. You see, so he's looking at camp  that way. He  

says to me..to him that is the biggest thing. He say s you do not  

find boy scouts anymore and coming back, and that ma kes me think,  

coming back from this..that shikaka gani feeling, o kay, you can't  

I don't necessarily think that the niseis has that ou t completely.  

Because you say, well, you thought the niseis might ha ve the op�

posite of the first generation. That is not necessa rily so,  

because if they had the opposite, all right, I don't think they  

would have been quiet. Some of the third generation  are the ones  

who are pushing this thing, the redress. Look how man y years has  

been passed and then we bring this redress up.

RWi bo years•

STt Now if the niseis didn't have this shikaka gani  feeling, they  

would have brought that up long, long time ago, and no t only that'
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look what happened in Texas with the Vietnamese fam ily there?

Now can you see a Japanese immigrant doing that?

RWi I don't know 6 , � � � ( .what case that was, I'm not sure.

STi That was a case where there had a fishing busines s, well,  

naturally this is economics and this happens all the  time. The  

white american families, there must have been a han dful of them,  

they didn't like it. There was one family in particu lar that  

tried to do something physically towards the Vietnam ese family,  

there..apparently they were doing real well in thei r fishing.

They were working harder, I don't know. Well, they tr ied to  

invade that family and the white american son was s hot by them.

They are definitely do not have that feeling. You get  what I

mean?

RWi Yes.

STi So they don't have that same Japanese trait. And  so I think  

my brother is absolutely right. I think the Japanes e immigrant was  

good for the country. I'm not knocking any other imm igrants, just  

as much as the other immigrants who first came, the y wanted to  

add to the country.

RW* He is right.

ST* So, I think he is absolutely right in saying th at tlr̂y killed  

the boy scouts of america.

RW» Yes.

ST * So he did want me to give you that point of vi ew. He thought  

that was essential that this..that type of thinking should be written  

down.

RWi Yes, I'll see that it is and I certainly thank you and if any  

of these people want to talk to me themselves..



page 10 # 316 Sally Takahashi

ST & Well, see like you say, that you bought up, you said  that  

everybody thought that they had injustice and so for th and my  

answer to that, is how else can you feel? You see w hat X mean?

How else can you feel. In other words, they did suppr ess it,  

they didn't overtly come out physically and try to be  violent,  

you see what I mean. They didn't dotiat. It's the sam e thing,  

with I heard people say well, I can't see how you just s tood there  

and got killed. Well, I think the Jewish people are  the same,  

they are not physical either. They don't in other wor ds, of course  

now when you come to Israel that's a different story .

RWi Yes, well that is different.

ST« Those goals are..they are ready to die for it, o ver there.

But there are certain ones that go there, I think.

RWi And of course there were Jews who did fight back i n Poland,

do you remember about the Polish resistance?

ST & Yeah, there was an incident there. This is not as a g roup,  

of the whole, everyone, do you get what I mean? That's n ot their

trait.

RW« Prom what I'm reading, again I’m not really an exp ert here  

though, that in Japanese culture they are reared to be very obedient  

and obey rules and laws, but I certainly, as I see ta lking to you  

and what I read from what people told me 40 years ago,  the shock  

of having been so good and law abiding and then to be treated like  

this and lose everything you had, you know, that is n ot right. They  

had not done any wrong.

STi Well, you see, if you want any kind of ration abo ut that, how  

many people are you getting to talk about it? I'm tal king about
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it because I happen to be the youngest of the family. T here is  

8 years difference between my husband and myself, all right, he's  

older. Now you can tell from how many people refusin g you, now  

if you are looking for any kind of psychological effe ct, I think  

that is answer enough for you.

RW& It is..

ST & They don't even want to talk about it.

RWi Yes. It is still so painful for them.

ST & I think that's evidence enough. If you go by how ma ny per�

centage refuse to talk about it. And I would guess to say that  

some of the people who talked to you broke down.

RWi Yes.

ST & You see, I'm right about that.

RWi Some began to cry and some..one lady was very to uching..she  

also lives in Ohio..I talked to her and she really began to tell  

me things. And she told me that she had been in the rapy, it had  

bothered her so..and finalfy she said you know, I'm telling you  

things I never told my therapist.

ST & Okay.

RWi I have thought of this. I'm glad that my guess or  hypothesis  

is validated and I would say this that if any of the pe ople that  

you've talked to do feel like telling me something,  they should  

feel free to call me collect also.

ST& Well, a last thing before I hang up - I really, I do n't mind  

telling you. that I got a little shook up from what my nephew said.  

Because my thought is not with the niseis now, my tho ught is with  

the third generation, and the future. When I get a ch ance, I will  

confront my boys and see whether..how my nephew fel t is entirely
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true with them. I'm thinking that maybe I havetold t hem maybe  

a little bit more of things to look for. You see, e ven with my  

daughter, I don't remember if I told you in my last interview or  

not that she started in Junior High, I told her, Lind a, because  

you are Jpanese, and she was in the popular crowd, sh e was a cheer�

leader, so you know when you are in a popular crowd y ou feel like  

you shouldn't have that much hinderance, correct? Al though being  

a cheerleader as she got into the cheerleading syndr ome which is  

you get a big head and that to me hurt her as far as soc ializing,  

dating and so forth, because she had a chance at dati ng boys on  

the outside of the popular group and she didn't take  that route.

So, but still even thoigi that happened, all right, I told her that  

because you are Japanese the natural affinity is goi ng to be cut  

down and there is such a thing as a natural affinity a nd so I  

told her, the reason I'm telling you this is because  you are going  

to feel like you are in a popular group and there is nothing wrong  

with you, but when you feel that when it comes to a dating situation,  

that it s going to be cut down some, you know, you are going to  

you could end up saying, hey, there must be somethin g wrong with  

being Japanese. So I told her and I want to make su re that you  

didn t feel this way about it. I want you to be aware  that this  

is going to happen and so you will not feel bad about being Japanese.  

That s the worst thing that I told her that if you e nded up feeling  

this way, that’s the worst thing you could do to me. S o I did  

emphasize to her - she told me later on that she did n't even think  

about it. So I think I hit her about the right time. I 'm not saying  

that she didn’t have any boyfriends, okay...

HWi That was very wise..
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ST* I wanted to make sure that she didn’t go through  this and  

feel lower, do you see what I mean?

RW* Yes.

ST & So, I don't know if my sister told her daughter that.  I had  

also told our children that whenever you come acros s people that knock  

you down? if you’re different, they'll pick on whate ver is different.  

If you're fat and if you're in the same grouping, th ey’ll pick you  

they'll say you are fat* So anyone who does that, I had emphasized  

that, you will notice, if you take notice of that p erson, that that  

person has some kind of insecurity. And I also emph asized that.

My oldest son had an experience in junior high wher e he was called  

Jap hut the hoy okay, I found out, I asked who the h oy was. .and he  

gave an Italian name...

RW* Oh my.•

ST & Okay, well you know, this happens more from another ethnic,  

you know why. They can't handle their ethnic.

RW* Ah..

ST & Haven't you seen that? Oh, I see that all the time . You  

think the Europeans they can assimilate, okay, they  say, hut I still  

claim a lot of them

END OF INTERVIEW # 492
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i t ’ s  l i k e  d u r i n g  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n ,  w h e n  t h e  s t o c k  m a r k e t  g o e s  

a l l  t h e  w a y  d o w h ,  y o u  l o s t  e v e r y t h i n g .  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t  h a p p e  n e d  

t o  h i m .  : ���� ■ '
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Wfhen I  went  to camp I  was 7th grade when the war Oro Ke out , so � was u 'lkjs  

in  Jun ior  H i g h • So you might  say that I  had  fun ther e . I  f e l t  il l fee l ings

?
'and well I  guess what you might say i t  a f fec ted me  phys ica l ly , because  

everyth ing happened to me, let me say, a f te r  I  got  o u t . Because I  was  

unhappy being separated f rom the fami ly  and  having to l ive in a  s t r a n g e r ’s  

home and it was a  complete new exper ience f o r  me ev en though I  made that  

I choice, you know, i t  was something that I  d idn ' t  k now what  was in  store fo r  

‘ me.

Yes, this was af ter  you left campl

SallyJCaltaliiiD Rights h n d  then while I  was going to school . One s ummer I  think, over  one  

* summer, I  gained twenty p o u n d s . I ’m  only f i ve  fee t  tall.

P  i $
ReQttidkwWaxr . , HoiL-must have -been troubled to do* that.

Sally ̂Tâ Jhasbi.L.,. jQh  i/ge,. smdfihy brother was there. My  s is ter  was there at  ano ther  home and my

other  brother was in another  home too. My b r o t h e r ’s  w i f e ’s fami l y  was there.  

Even though they were there, I  mean I  can understand  now what happens to  

people, like fo r  instance,  ’ suicide  - t h a t ’s way out though, I  h w . i W' et WTi 

contempla ted ffatiWI wcJib bit

eu ic id e  v a i ie n ts ♦ l i v e  mtaken i cara-ofU»>-uau ’bLbhink *  th a t  th e y... are peopbe~~ who 
cure by-'t hems e i  o ee ^ th ey - ’r ^ n o t .  JZkety^foavszzpedple^^ .
So when I  look back, t h a t ’s what  happened to me. I  fust  went  wi th in  myself .  

A n d  what brought me out was I  d idn ' t  stay. .1 d i d n ’ t kjeep that weight very  

long. I  went  on a  very r ig id diet. You see, I  was ne ver  heavy and I ’m  

still-. .1 only weigh about  107 right n o w  and so I,  well, I  d o n ’t know how to  

say this  - I  found God I  guess.



3 &
 ̂~—  _ ___ ____ . Ettkn when I  gained

. that much weight and vjhen I  was reaching foi* someo ne, and I  was lonely. I  was extremely  

h lonely, and that's what turned the table f o r  m e . I  had told myse l f  and  I  d o n ’t know  

where I  got  i t  from, that  no mat ter  what happens, G od loves me without  any st r ings  

a t ta c h e d . I  can verbal ize it now, because I  know thi s is what God is all about, but a t  

that  time I  d o n ’t know whether  I  verba l ized it  gust l ike I ’m  saying i t  n o w . But  I  know  

one thing that I  d id  exprience it, and t h a t ’s what  snap ped me out o f  it»  , v >
A w,

.so it was a  si tuat ion ������ � �� ������ ��� 	���� or  uess zaKB a 2L-2 Ï Î2  / 
à n d o v e r e o m e t h i s  extreme loneliness. And this is why  I  say that I  had this • * & ™ * ° *  ' 
wi th  the fee l ing that God U s e s  me< and t h a t ’s al l  t hat I  real ly  needed, and  this is  

real ly  funny, because this excludes your family.
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