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Tk. resoissioa of tbe IVissterB Dehzise Co a&d*s eacolusioa order
aak»t ao okaage in tk9 progrue of th» War lalooatioa Authority in r«le-

eatiag ivarioa& Japanese aooordifig to R* B# Cozeens# Assistant Director

of WA*

"lhera in tke pas%otke Western J>et9ns€ CoiBoand axid Departnon%
of JMistioe determined persoas of J&panes# anoefitry «er« axoloded from
tks treat Coast or wer# subj et to 4 t.ntion”™ th” responsibility vin

rest soilely ivitk th« Departoo  of Jostiee k«rmf%6r«K 8ftid C 2Z0&"

*711080 wko ur« not detained by tke D#partB»zrt of Justio« are fr«9
to r«leoat« is any aeetioa of tbhe United Stat«s« and it is the duty of
tke 19tr EelooatioB Authority to Assist thoe« uko hare not b«ea dotal&ed
in rens'tobXisking th«nselT s in norsaX ooniimity life*

Nate'ver the fut™or# kolds for tkose vho are detained will b« a
detemixut'liioa of tke ])epar%oM&t of Justloe*

B tke Mftntlme tke War Releoatioa Authority will ftasist in fiadiag
homes and enpXoyaent for approxiaately 45,000 still ia the oentdrs, many
thousands of wkoa are nwabers of tke faailies of th« 20,000 Ajwrioaa Japa-
nese Teteraas in th9 United States Arny«

"More tkan tkroe”uarters of the per80l18 in ?mle Lake Segregation

Co&l#er kftT6 no detention orders agaiasts them*X
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Department of the Interior
War Relocation Authority
Room 202, Sheldon Bldg.

461 Market Street

San Francisco California

STATEMENT TO THE PRESS ISSUED BY MAJOR GENERAL H. C. PRATT COMMANDING
G EIUL; YSSTEil) DEFENSE COMI/IANV® DEG.17,19 SIMULTANEOUSLY
WITH PUBLIC PROCLAMATION NO. 21.

Every American has been pleaded to note the steady improvement in our mil-
itaiy situation in the Pacific during the past.year. The improvement is so great
that ati invasion of the Ffest Coast on a large scale ia only remotely possible. On

the other uanu, it is still possible for the enemy to send minor forces to our
shores. Commando type raids by small submarine borne units, attacks by joarachute
iinits of limited size and airborne attacks on a small scale are still possiblo.

Appropriate measures must be continued to guard against such action. Similarly,
sabotage and espionage are definitely within the capabilities of the enemy. In
these tvio types oi cnemy action must be pa2ti u ar y guarded against.

Hieu the military situation was not a3 favorable as it is at the present
tiffio, it: was necessary to exclude all persons of Japanese ancestry from the egii-
sitivc -.rGas of the West Coast* Tht action taken at that time was based solely on
military considerations and was made necessary largely due to the fact that thore
wss little or no information concerning persons of Japcjiese ancestry,

During tho last two year3 a vast qusintity of information pertaining to the
history and activities of rll persons of JapanGso rjicostry, both citizens and
nlions™ has beon c-ssemblod. This mr.teri?il has been tlie subject of* exhr.uBtive study
and r,s result it is now possible conisidcir per30113 of* Japanese ancciStry on an /
individual basis rather than eonsider them as a group cs has been neccsstiry in tho "
past.

1 consider it of great imD rtance that the people of the Wost Coast under-
sMand and appreciate th t the most emrefua scru iny oi* the vast amount of informa-
tion now avr..ilL,blc h..3 led to the conclusion that the grer.t majority of Japcinese-
Americans have severed all connections v/ith Jr.pan a”d rre prepared to assume all
tXie responsibilities of their situation as Americans*

Eowevor, this same scrutiny has clor.rly revoked that there are still a con-
siderable- number of pardons of Japanese rjiceat”, both in the citizen and in the
olion group, who continue to giv their loyalty to Japnn, who do not wish to be
Aracricrono and Mo are willing to sacrifice themselves to advance the interests of

Mil.itaiy necessity rsquires that such individuals shall continue to be ex-
cluded rnd those requiring control shr.ll be adequately controlled,

1 am sure that all our citizens cloar3.y understand that such authority as
the Connnniiding General of the Western Defense Command may have is bai3cd solely on
iailitiP.ry considorci-t-ions tino, 1bhat c.ny ciut-horiuy over civiXi<?jiG cri-n be oxercisod only
when militr.ry necessity justifies it.

In vligv; of the improved military situation, the availability of individual
dat” and the fact that the existing militnxy necessity does not justify control
ovoi* AniGriccn citizens ?ho hcivo ldggii dctcpiniriGei not tp be pofcGn'ticlXLy dsingcrous;j
it is apparent that the logical and proper course is to terminate mass exclusion
basod boluj.ly on r.ncostiy rNid to subst-itutc for it a system \*xich? while cont-inuing

to oxcludo and control thoso individuals who still reraain loyal to Japan ajid are
considered to bo potentially dangerous to th6é military security of the West Coa”t,
will restore full liberty of action to all those- who have been cleared by the Ar~™.

(More)



General Prattls vStatement.

To make effective this change of policy® Public Proclamation No. 21 is
being issued today. It becomes effective at midnight 2 January 1945

The fact that those who are to be permitted full freedom of action® in-
cluding the privilege of returning to the West Coast, have been cleared by the
military and that those who are potentially dangerous will continue to be excluded
should reassure any who may question the adoption of the new progre.ni.

It is my sincere hope that the return of those persons of Japanese ancestry
who choose to come back to the coastal areas mav be accomplished vdthout undue
incident. 1 am confident that the fine Amerjcan citizens of the West C fi3t will
realize that the present is nqgt the proper time for internal controversy.

It is realized that the inauguration,of the modified exclusion program
must be accomplished in such. -way as to take into consideration existing housing
shorta™us and availablsy empluyment It if? expected that the progrc.m will 'ke
carried out gradually and that every effort will be made to disrupt existing con-
ditions as little as possible.l feel sure that wien the people of the West Coast
realize thrit those pex“sons who ?ire permitted to return have been cleared by Army
authorities that they ?dll accord them the consideriition to fjhich they are entitled
as w-abiding residentse



Depar* nmenb of the Interior
'SI& Helo cation Authority
Room 202, Sheldon Building
461 Market Street

San Francisco 5, California

RELEASE FOR PUBLICATION ANY TIME AFTER 9:00 AM EWT, Monday, December 18,1944

Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. Ickes today issued the following statement

nThe ern Defense Ooimnand™s adtion in revoking the blanket exclusion order
for persons of Japanese ances ry one. he Pacific Coas means in a simpler (?) term
1Lb the Vfar lleloca ion Authority will immediately expand its relocation program o

cover tho entire country, including the Tfest Coast, It most definitely does not
rocan that there will be a hasty mass movemen of all evacuees back into ho coastal
iIfrocu Tho War Relocation Authority will continue and in ensify i s efforts o ro-
.om O .in parts of tho country other han the Wes Coas those loyal and law-abiding
1 orsons of.'Japaneso ancestry who are willing to participate in this program, | will
.a]33 aid hoso who prefer o oxerciso their legal and moral rights o return o he
V/ost Coast.

MHht3 porsons who arc eligible for reloca ion or return to ho V/os Coast have
"been found by ho Army ciuthspri ies to o loyal citizens or law-abiding aliens. Thoy
tro cntitlod. to thoir fu ooiisti utirma]. ard legal rights and porhaps to something
njoro then ordinary/ considora ion bocuiso hoy have roeilly suffered as a direct re-
sul of he In a real sonso, those people., 00, wore drafted by their Country*
rhjyworo uproo Gd from thoir homos, substantially deprived of an opportunity to
lcad a norraal lifeu "Thoy are casualties of v-rar,

nit is ho rosponsibili y of evory <AnGrictiii v/or hy of citizenship in his groa
nation to do ovor*thing that ho can to nrko easier he return o normal life of
those pcoplo who have bocn clonrod by he Army authorities. By our conduc toward
them wo will uo judgod all people of tho i/rorld*

I call upon stci g rnd locr.l officinls throughou the Cduntry And ospecially on
ho ~"Tos Cod.s ohd on public and private agencies o assis in kc onormous task of
ro urnin?® thoso pooplo o0 ordinary commimity lifo, | bolicvo thr tho response will
bo onthuairstic and ifholo hor.rtod and | pan iculnrly hope thri Vg nxiy soc vc crans*
organizations, like the Ar ricn.n Legion, church and welfr.ro groups in tho forefron
of those who ivill consider it thoir responsibility to aid thoso pcoplo and by so
doing o0 sh Te hc'ir devotion to ho Axnoricnn principles of charity, justice and
domocrr.c,r«

All tho Gvidcnco rvrilcVblo n tho Roloca ion Con ors indicr. es hnt ho majori-
ty o tho ovr.cuoo residon s havo not ;70 finnlly decided who hor to rotura o their
forirtor homos or rolocr® o olsuwhcro r.nd that most of those who udll ovontunlly olcc

.. 0 bciclc will nood considorciblo time in mciking nocossary arrcingomon s "beforo hoy
cr.n actually loavo tho Cantors. Tho Wpr Roloontion Authority is noiv formulating do-
ciilod plans for kooning ho wus mrd rolocoe ion movomGnt on d gradual, orderly,
systoinr.tio br.sis,

Pooplo of Jnpr.noso ~ncostry, both at ho rolocri ion oontors and clsowhorc vho
havo "boon found oiigiblo by ho os orn Dofcnso Command for rcsidoACG in ho West
Coast nroci jxro of courso froo to go back at cny time. However, only thoso whosc
specific pions for roso 10Inont in ho evacuated o.roa aro approved by TiHA vdIl bo
oligiblo for the travel nssis anco which he Airbhority now extends o those rolocat-
inr; in o hor pnr s of tho coun This includes tho payment of rail or bus faro
o ho poin of rolocr. ion, rnd rtmspor ation of porsonal properties such as house-
hold furnishingsf

fe_/\- AN



Statement issued by Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. lokes*

Since most of the evacuees at the relocation centers have had little opportunity to
accumulate savings over the past 2-] years they will doubtless need such" assistance.
Only a few ovaouees, therefore, are expected to leave the Centers either for the

A .
aBBFO\C/:eO s oX'Rz%\ny other ra . uplng Jheir olans checked and

In viow gct that evacuees woro moVod from ]~11* 1942 by govern-
inontal ordor™*”</NfA Var Colocation Authority will mako assistance avai™©,ble to those

Gvacuoos™”™.ocn ab tho centers and previousljr rolocatod who now havo ur”~nt reasons
and™ sou>M ple.ns for returning to the West Coast area* Simultaneously, h%rever, the
Autiiopauy a.dll continuo and intensify its efforts to relocate evacuees in\othor

s?cty)ns. ?2n3 of th major 'PiA aims, from the boginning, has b Gn to enco'prage he

widest possible disporsr [ of ovacuees throughout the nation and this will bontinuo
0s r soriiiio objective during the finr.l phnse of *tho progmn#
\ J

110,000 people f Japanese descant originally evacuated, ms*c than 35,000
icvg noi®loccitod under v,TIA procedures outside the West Coast ar”™ ' his includes
noarl- 7Q.rS*"tho Ajnoricaa citizen ovacuoos boyond the agoa”rfA*ho have boon eli-

iblcj for rolr?747L. t also tr.kos in n 0 -Am ri nns who have boon
Inciucfc jd tho rolocr.'fcion cGiitors, Tho groo.t ma-

jority of tho 35,000 roloc-tod' ov-cUoos havo bocomo satisfactorily adjusted in their
now locr/cions raid v;ill possibly want to stry v/horo they Gro. Mcny of them, in fact,

w ill doubbl.jss novr nako arrr.ngo:nonts for having thoir parents and othor family inem-

I3rs still at tho contors coino out rjid rojoin them ct their now homo.

i.io ~rsG exclusion order is revoked rYd the grecit majority of gvt.cuqos aro froo
to or,t-.blish rosidonca r.i*iiorG in the Unitod States, Tho Vrxr H 1 ¢ ti n Authority

will now tow-rd an cr.rly liquidr.tior. f the relocation centers which woro es-
tr.blis'icd orir'inr.113 for the temporary maintonanca of a dislocated pcoplo. Ho center
will bo clocod in loss tho.n six months but it is anticipated that all m il bo olosod

ifi .lin 3o.r ru’ids ririv1lboon provided 3 "tho Fodorril Socuri y Agoiicy for public
assistavic'. to the st"to rnd local wolfr.ro r.goncios for those ovd.cuoos who aro inoexp-

C-blo of -su por

As io Colocatlon Au hori y ontors hc final phnSG of i s program, its im-
iDGdir'to ri.s, rs cl.'mG, ifill bo to rostoro'tho loyal c¢,nd Ira™-p.biding ovcicuggr of

Ju.p.ilj c'js 'nt to d nornr.l AiDoricm onvironmont, to roliovj locril manpowor shortages

raid to cut do-.m gov rn:) nt oxpondituros for tho maintormneo of a displaced sogmont

of~tiio population. Its lon”™ rnngo obioctivo will bo to bring about a bottor economic
V..Cc r-d ¢ moru sr/tisfrictory n.itionr.ddG distribution of ¢ minori'by group vrfiich

i/s doUi.-tll sc too .lorvily concoiitr™.tod boforo tho wrr in one particular soction of

ho country



rEPABIMEKT OF THE IMERIOR

WAR RELOCATION AUTHOBITY

201 Sheldon Building

San Franci co, 5, California. KEIEASE MAY 7 AND THEREAFTER

(in his column in the Pacific Citizen, Salt Lake City, Evacuee Bill
Hosokawa , ncrw a reporter on the De Moines Register, te sm story of his
cousin® Sgt. Ken Omura, vho died in the Pacific war against Japan. Omura wa

an Alaakan cannery worker, a member of the Alaskan Cannery Workers Union”Cl0),

BY BILL HOSOKAWA

SALT LAKE CITY*May 6--The telegram was ahort and simple, like lIOat im-
portant messages.

It read: nThe secretary of war asks that | assure you of his deep sym-
pathy in the 10ss of your cousin Technician Third Grade, Ken Omura. Report re-
ceived states that he died ninctsen March in New Guitiea as a result of drowning
Letter follows.0 It was signed ~Ulio the adjutant general.n

¥e iilavc not earned yet the circumstances of his death. He may have "been
swept overlDoard in o tropical storm. He might have "been torpedoed, although
that sounds remote. Possibly he was ou swimming to escape the heat and some-
how loat his life.

In that case it was a tragic, futile death. We say futile, so far as he
himsolf was concerned, "because he wanted desperately to see the war won. He
would not have hesitated to give his life in action if need "be. But too, he
wanted to live and coma home to the things he was fighting for,

¥e write a"bout Ken Omura todo.y not beco.use of "blood kinship. We write be-
causc Ken was a nisei, and his story is of interest to nisei. We vrite "be-
causG hi reactions, his outlook, his dreams were so typical of ]l0 nisei Gee -
Joe* Wk write because while mny niaei have given their lives on other T[)attle-

front K®&n wob the first to go in tlic southwest Pacific vhere the Jap is a



-2»
hateful thing and where the fighting is "bestial and primitive,

There is a certain negative distinction about the first, and we
write "because itTs the least we can do to 1laember him.

If it had "been willed that some nisei had to die in the treacherously
"beautiful south Pacific lale , it was Just as well that Ken had to "be the one.
For he lost, his mother,as a.young child, Ms father a ]Jort while "before hia
induction. He had lost all track of hia sister, and, so far as ve are a-ware,
he had no girl with whom to look into the future. We were next of kin.

Ken was a Kibei. They took him to Japan soon after his mother died®
and he didn” get iDack over here until ho vaa about 14. Ho was a wizened
little fellow then® malnourished with the insrk of the hungry,crowded little
islands on him. For a long time he preferred Japanese fiction magazines over
anything else.

But in time he grew and lost hia pallor. He learned to spealc English
and went through high school. He became a TDaselDall player of more than
ordinary skill. He shunned the Kil)ei--he wanted to be an American.

The draft took him before Pearl Harbor® and he thought it great fun
when he waa assigned to an artillery company. He was ambitious, and he hadMs
eyes on advancement.

After Pearl Harbor he went through the futile anger, then the heartsxho
of being held suspect of "being refused a chance, an experience o familiar "to
a.ll nisoi soldiers. They took him out of the artillery and lined him up with
a half hundred other niaei. They counted off, one-tvo, one-tvo.

The evens got hospital deta.il. The odds were yardbirds® policing the
grounds, digging drainage ditches, landscaping army posts. That was his Jo®™"

he didn't like it, and he learned to goldbrick, to loaf vhenever he could*



But he volunteered for special service, and that was his chance for the
Jcipanesc tongue was still familiar. Late in 1972 lie went overseas.

La.st Christmas EVe Ken got his orders. He wrote fThe old man called
a few of us in to hie office} grasped our hands firmly, gazed straight into
our sImond eye and said:"Good luck. God "blc s you all. Do your "best,
gentlemen.f, Though puzzled ond confused vc ga-ve Mm g. snappy aalute® re-
turned to our tasks, and waited in suspense until 14"50 hours, vhen wc were
informed of our departure time, destination unknown.u

Soon afterward he wrote of spending a month on a lonely eouth soa isla.ncL"
then moving up to Now G-uinea where he picked up a yellowish tint from having
to take atobrine pills. "Everyone is "buzzing a"bout an 18 months overseas
limitation law. If lucky; | may "be home "by next Christinas, "but |1 'm not
cotanting on it too much.¥*

Hie last letters carried this paragraph:

"11 enjoying this life. Undou'btedly I v IIl "be having a lot of fun and
excitement. The Japs definitely are on the run. It may "be much 800ller than
wd anticipate "before this whole mess is cleared up. ay Ix) seeing you
"before long. | Tvc got my fingers crossed.ll

The promiacd War Department letter has come, but it hos shed no light on
the circumsta.nces of the death. Perhaps there is a letter on its way from one
of his iDuddies, to tell us of Ken*s last struggle. And perhaps ve will never
know hov he died. These are the fortunes of war.

But 'we do Imcw that Ken would not have wanted us to mourn. He died,
whether directly or indirectly, engaged in a war to the finish against the
country in which he go.ined. much of Ms education. He died as an American sol-

dier, in the defense of nolDle ideals.



«j. M

11 is not easy to write of death. Death has "become almost conononplace
in a world where sufferings cruelty, savagery and hate are now part and par-
cel of life, But, still, when death strikes close to one, the unchanging
heartache is still there, and the loss of one life among many "becomes a
poignant tragedy instead of a statistic.

Ken left a jot unfinished. |If he shrank from death, it was more in the
knowledge that there was so much left to "be done than in the fear of death
itself.

It is for us who remain.to see that the unfinished tasks are completed*

It is the least we can do.

* % * % * * % * % *



Mr. 3 oan 1lls
Proje o-t™NinNireotor
Colorado Rirer Relocation Center

The Department of he Interior
War Reioca ion Authority
Sheldon Building

481. Llarke Street

San Francisco 5, California

386341

Telephone: Douglas 8173 - Ext. 30

SAH FRAS3ICISCO, Hay 2, nA polite excuse for a discriminatory policyn is
*phe ]8uUgl placed, by fin editiorial in. tlie Hsari; Mountain (I'fyoming) SsntiinGl,
a Japanese-American Relocation Center publication, in ansvrer to Lt, Col.
Harrison A Gerhardfs explanation of T/hy the ¥ar Departmen’b does not plan
to assign Japanese American soldiers to South Pacific Army units*

Col# G-erhardfc*s stateirient; declared that; if Japanese AinGrico.n soldiers
iwere used in the South Pacific, danger of infiltration of Japanese oneroy
soldiers in American uniforms v/ould add to tiho hazards of j*neric8.n forces,
whilo captured Japanese American soldiers v/ould bo subjected to more than
ordinary cruel punishinen "by» he Japanose enemy.

The Japanese Americans arc anxious o fight ho Japanese onemy, and askod

for r

in hor units ha arc sent to ho South Pacific aroa is citcdbyColonoi

g - scCi

Gorhardt, f says the HGart Moun ain ScrrfcinGIl*

Hy the samo reasoning, it would socm ha Italian Amorican soldiors
would no bo used in tho Italian campaign - Gorman Amoricnn soldiers would
not bo usod. Against tho Gormans - Caucasian American officers would not bo
usod. in tho all-nisoi units* Tho danger of infiltration will bo present in
any theater of mr#

Mcoloncl Gorhardt points to tho special risks of Japanoso American sol-

diers in the South Pacific area if th”~ should bo captured by tho Japanoso,






Hg said they would bo exposed to dangers beyond the normal hazards of T/ar.
Tho Japanoso Ajnorioan soldier doos not ask to bo spared any hazards. War,
in all i s aspects, is bru al«

ntho ”"oxtra hazardsl aro a small price to pay for tho opportunity to
discredit the projudicial statements of Commander Melvin H. hcCoy?s slur
against Amoricnjis of Japanese anoostry. “icn ho dishonors our horoos, m tho
100th Battalion -who have given thoir lives for tho United States with a
statement, *Thoy arc killing white men. They would just as soon bo killing
Gormans as o hor whi o men,» no hazards aro so great tho/b wo wan 0 bo
spared them,

~fo -will continue to be inducted and servo loyallj® in idiatovor assign-
ment is givon us for vre aro grateful for tho opportunity to servo* Hovrovor
hard it is for us to accept assignment to segrogatod units, wro look upon su.ch
litni cd service as "bot or hAn no service et all«

"There is no doubt; in our riinds but; %ct nisei soldiers can anc will
morovo themselves on cmy front and in anjr battle tVioator of tho world.. It is

apparent tho War Department still does not wholly understand tho nisei

wo look to ho time) n race will no bo a reason for segregation/






A Department of the Interior ,
Relocation Authority
201 Sheldon Building

461 Market Street
San Francisco 5, California

FOR BPFDIATF RELEASE

Accomplishments of the Y.W.c.A. in helping Japanese-American
evacuees from the Pacific Coast to cope with personal and social pro-
blems arising from their removal to relocation centers were summed
up today in a report from the National Board of the made to

Robert B* Cozzens, Assistant Director of the War Relocation Authority,
Department of the Interior.

Recalling that the Y.w, #a, dealt with the problems of civilian
evacuees in many parts of- the world since the outbreak of the present
war and long before the United States was drawn into the conflict,
the board*s progress report tabulates efforts made by the Y.w.c*A.
to cope with problems brought about by mass uprooting of both clti-
zens and aliens of* Japanese anoestgy.

ith establishment of reloca ion centers, staff members r
the national board were assigned to survey the situation and deter-
mine how the Y~w.C.A. best could serve the evacuees. Conferences
were held with Government officials and leaders among the Japanese-
Ameri cans*

As a result programs were formulated and put into operation,
The program in each center has been directed by Japanese-Amcricans,
A* secretaries, board and committee

most of om are former

members, club members and s"fcudents.



Particular* stress has "been laid on meeting the real needs
of he women and girls in the centers hrough recreation, group
activities, service wrk and preparation for resettlement. Problems
of family relations, preparations for marriage, juvenile delinquency,
etiguette, vocational edueerbion have been mete In somo ins*tancos
Te ! Oe programs have been organized for visiting service men ¢ re-
turn on furlough to visi their families or friends*

In one RA center, he has equipped a dormitory
and a club hall which are used by many groups in !~ center for dis-
cussions, parties, weddings, and meetings of various kinds#

In all centers club rooms have been fully or partially
equipped through activities of the Y*T.CA.

Special projects to promo e friendship and unders anding'-"
between girls inside and outside he relocation centers have been
tried wmoith success and a Metter-friendM proje'e arranged for the
Girl Reserves now includes 57 Girl Reserve groups in 21 Stateg who
correspond with Japanese®American-girls- in seven centers.

Local Y.w,c«A.s have cooperated in the resettlement; of
Americans of Japanese ancestry, ofi*en eaaploying Japanes©Americai;
girls in their offices, residences and food service departments.

In addition, Japanese-American men have been employed as maintenance
men, thus helping to solve the manpower problem and at the same time
affording an opportunity for resettlement* Uo small part of the

success of such resettlement projects is due to the -ooimnunity und'Or-

standing created through the efforts of the locals-*



Says the report:

tfThe National Board believes that its viork in he centers
is helping to prepare idyal Japanese for resettlement &d hat its
TAH¥/ak through local A,s is helping prepare oomnuni ies for he
reception of the new residents. The Y.~.C.A. believes that in help-
ing Japanese-American citizens and their fciailies o "take thuii*
places again in normal comnunity life it is rendering significant
service to tNiis rm ion ill he struggle to preserve he values long

cherished as he American way of life.

WM
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FOR JiH-IEDIATE RELEASE

_JJAR RELOCATION CSNTSR IIGTI SCHOOLS GRADUATE 2100 SENIORS in 1944

Approximately 2100 seniors graduated from the relocation con er high
schools according o figures compiled from the Xar Relocation Authority
cen er newspapers*

Majori y of the con ors held their commoncemont exorcises in June,
The Colorado Rivor CGirbor a Poston, Arizona led he con ors in o al
gradua os & h 406« HGarfc Moun ain in TWhbiniiig follovrod id* h 301, vjhilc
Minidoka in daho was third 10rges wi h 286«

Foll T/ing is the list of center graduates:

Colorado River Project, Arizona e e e e e« 4(®%
Heart Mountain Projoct, Wyoming e e e = * e 301

Minidoka Project, ldaho © ® © « e e = = 5 « 285

Gila lvivor Projoc Arizona 233
Manzanar Project, California 2181
Granada Project, Colorado , , . . ® « = « « 158

Rohwcr Projoc , Arkansas » * © * e e e = 154
Jorome Project, Arkansas o o = « ccece 138
Central Utah Projoc , Utah o ® e « * e = = 127
Tulo Lako Project, California « « « « « « 121
Handicapped, as most of hose high sohools aro by lack of buildings and
pauipmont, hey boon able in tho past tw/o years o0 moot ho roquiromonts

of ho states in which hoy axis * Their gr&dua os aro being accop cd in



univorsi ios and colleges on he outside and in sovcral ins ancos have
achiovod oirfcs anding rocords

Under Solcc ivo Service many of ho boys arc being induo od into
ho Army iramedicrboly ciftcr grnduerbioru

Commoncomont oxorciscs in relocation schools aro pattorriod largely
after tho schools they loft behind in California, Washington and Orogon,
There arc ho IxicccLlciurca™o sormons on tho previous Sunday* A typic’l
program consists of ho processional followed by ho invocation. Usually
TAmorica tho BoautifulMis sung by the class or tho ~tar-Spanglcd Bannorn
is playod by ho school orchostrae

These- young pooplo had not forgotten ho America vrhich hoy loft wo
years ago# Tho coirnnoncomjn sDoachos of t hair class rcprosorrtci ives sliovr
thci hey hcivu tho backbone cind ho grit to sucoood as youth has always
clone

Tho studc.n s and their instructors, after an in orludo pf tv/o yocirs
during TA%ich thcyhavoboonscvorodfrommuchofthooutsidotics, aro still
a/blo o look o AiriGriccifs problems wi h tho same "broad porspcc ivo h- cill
Amoricans do. They have choivh tha hey cir Americans, in oros cd in
Americafs war, hor pos war problems, and hor placo in he family of nations*

Iri ho spoochos of hoso young graduates here was no pessimism

or brooding ovor ho pas * Thoy all poin d hopefully oweird ho future.



-3 -

POSTON, Arizona, — Mk are not the only ones who have been driven
out of our rightful homes,n was }e declara ion of Miss Aileen Asako
Oi a, valedictorian oT Post Il High School, Colorado River Relocation
Cen er of he War. Reloca. ion Authority,

IMe are not he only ones who will have o s art ou a,l over again
when his war* is over Half of he people in the "world will "be starting
out anew, and heirs would be he nmoi*e difficult ta,sk, for* hey would
have a whole Gouri ry to rebuild,1 said the American girl graduate of
Japanese ancestry

Miss Oita., formerly of Watsonville® GaliPornia, was lie third nem
ber of her family to be evaledictorian of a graduating classu An older
brother, Katashi Oita, Y= valedictorian of Watsonville Union High School
in 1941, and. another brother, | sumi, i?%ras last year*s Pos on Il High
School valediotorian

In her address, lit le Miss Oi a chided some of her fellow students
for no having adjusted homselvGS to Je res fictions of center life,

W f you cannot adjust yoursolf to conditions hero, you can hardly
hopo to do so on tho ou side,n she wcirnod "Life is a give and "bake
p'roposition is cm invGstment And you hcoro o invost d lo of your

o imo and effort o rcccivo any benefi s n
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The follov/ing editorial from The Washington Post of July 13;1944, anal2zes
he issues involved in singling ou ‘@ly hose Japanese and Jap&nese-Ameri-
cans living on he wes coast for evacuation, reloca ion and continued
exclusion from heir homese

EXCLUSION TEST

MNo one, we hink, will seriously contend oday ha the Twes coast
of the United States is in immineri danger of invasion. Ye some 70,000
American citizens, who were evacua ed from heir homes in ' ha area "be-
cause hey haDpened o0 be of Japanese descent, are s ill forbidden to
re urn, by dlilitarj* deoroe, on the pre ex tafit a danger of invasion
exists, A case es ing he validi y of his con inued exclusion has &
las been brought iri Ge Superior Court of he State of California, All
Americans, we believe, ought o loicnw he fac s iri his case and ough 0
ponder its implications for heir own frGGdom*

none of the plaintiffs, an American citizen of Japanese ancestry, is
a woman named Shizuko Shiramizu. She haDDens o "be "wildovred* Her husband,
Koyoshi Shiramizu, a.lso an American citizen, was awarded he' Purple Heart
for wounds incurred in service with he United S a*es Anny in | aly and
subsequently died from hese woiiadss Two of her "brothers are novr serving
in the armed forces of the Uni ed States* Mrs. Shirainizu herself has
mbeen earefully inves igated "oy he War Relocae ion Au hority and has beep,
adjudged completely loyal o his coun ; She has "beerL ried by no
court and has commi ted no' offense, save ha her na%e has an odd sound
and is spelled in a peculiar, foreign wav*

RBi&se Shiramizu would .like to go home. Home, in her case, happens
o be California, There she was born and lived all her life (until she
v;as :evticua d) and earned hor living and wreis married. This attachment
to the noighborhood of hor birth and her marriage seems neither unnatural
nor unAmorican* But the commanding general of the Western Defense Com-
mand says hot her presence in California -- or he presence of any
persons wi h names like hers wouldmndanger he security of he United
States# He has acknowledged an iirrprcrveinen in  he military situation on
he tatgs coas by canceling a Il he dimou restric ive> orders which v/ere
once in force. Still, he <*oes no feel tho. he can safely permit llrs*
Shircimiz+ o re ulpn o her husband’s house*

Hifc is one of _the functions of the courts of he.Uni ed Steves to
protect Americans against arbitrary acts ofV his kind by mili officers*
We hope, therefore, hat Mrs# Shirainizu will be given/ her day in court
and ho- the real issues of his case YfilX be studied and assessed. A
year ago, the Supremo Cour upheld an order by ho comm tiding general of

he Wos ern Defense Command imposing a curfew on all persons of Japanese
descent* In doing so, however, it inode clear ha it justified a racial
discrimination of this sorb only on the ground of an emergency 'si uci ion



and an urgent national danger, ~Except under conditions of great emer-
gency, » said Mr. Justice Murphy, »a regulation of this kind applicable
solely o citizens of a particular racial ex rcxc ion swauld no be. regarded

as in accord wi h the requiremen of due process of lcnv contained in the
fifth amendment < e THien the danger is past, the restrictions imposed

on them silOuld "be promp ly removed and hoir freedom of ac ion fully
restored,e

"From this and from other opinions Twri on by his colleagues in the
same ccisg, it appears patent that tho Supremo Court would not countenance

ho con inued Gxclusioii of* Japanoso-Amoriccins from he wos*b cocis in he

absonco of any real and prosont danger. |If tho exclusion is bcisod on
no hing more than racial hos ility, then i raises an ugly threa to he
fundamen al principles of American life. It bears, as Mr* Jus ice Murphy

pointed out elsev”iere in his opinion on the curfew case, *a melancholy
resemblance o he rea mon accorded mombors of ho Jcmsh race in Ger-
many and in other pcirts of Europe#l |If the freedom of citizens can be
restricted because of the spelling of their names, then none of us can
olaim more than a temporary-and illusory hold upon freedom.

8022044
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BIG COMNITY SMD OFF FOR JAPANEbE AMERICAN SOLDIERS

Seventy-five young Japanese American members of the United States Army
Rsserve xeft Xcust* wsek Tor Foi't Douglas to begin dctive ciriny duty

after a.community send-off unRrecedented in the history of the Colorado River
Rtslocation eCeilter at Poston rizona

. The young men all preaent residents of the Center and representing a
wide section of the \fest before evaciiation had. tc'ken the army oath in Phoenix
Inc-uiided in the honors .ccordcd by the community also were Tour young men who

will leave lor Fort Douglas ‘ivithin the next few days.
Nearly 53 Japanese parents, other relatives tmd friends of tho boys
leaving for militfiry service massed in front of an outdoor theater. It was

the largest throng to gather for any event in the annals of Poston

Principal addresses at the honor ceremony were delivered by. Lt. Guy B,
Mosier, flier recently returned from duty in Africa, Sicily ~nd Italy, from
where ho brought first hand-report of heroic fighting of the Jap-Yanks of tne
famed lOdtii'i Infrjitvyf and. S. Sukarnoto 3 reprosenting’' the Pos-
ton Ccmmunity Council, viho presented the coxLgratulations of the Coimnunity
both in English ojnd JApcn 3G. Other speakers included Duncan Mills, Project
Director® rmd Dr. Arthur Harris, Supt. of Eduoation Scott Rowley, Project
Attorney”™ was master of ceremonios.

The Mahave Indicoi band of Pn.rkGr, a Japanese American Boy Scout color
giic.rd and buglsr? and the Lutincui Qurirtat-t-Oj, Jc.pcineso AmGrican girl singers”®
entertained tho departing y ing soldiers, seated under American fls.gs on the
iﬁr.ge% and their relatives and friends massed in the big r.udi&nce space under

e stars.
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R DSEARTMGNT RELEASES TSXT OF ERESIDENTIAL CITATION
TO 100TE IMPANTRY BATTALION

Fortitude, ntrepidity of Japanese Americans
Reflect Finest Traditions of U. S. Army, Says
Citation Issued in Name of Presidont Roosevelt

INSIINGTON—TIie I/ar Department on August 10 released the coraplete te™L.t of
the Px”esidential citation awarded to the Japanese American 100th Infantry Bat-
talion for fishing in Italy,

Award of the citation to the unit, which is composed largely of Japanese
Americans from Hawaii, was announced recently by Lieut, Gen. Mark W. Clark, Com-
mandiiig General of tlie Fifth Army, in the narae of the President of the United
S”sit/Qs as public evidence of uesorved lionor cind distinction*

The Presidential citation declared:

HThe 100th Infantry Battalion (Separate) is cited for outstanding perfor-
mance of duty in action, on June 26 and 27,1944, in the vicinity of Belvedere
and Sassetta, Italy. Tue 100th Infantry Battalion waa assigned the mission of
neutralizing a strongly defended German center of resistance at Belvedere, Italy,
which dominated a vital highway and seriously impeded an American infantry divi-
sion's northward advancee [/ith insufficient time for a proper physical recon~
naissance, but -with a determined desire to fu lfill its important mission,the
battalion quickly formulated its plan and launched the operation. .

HTbe battalion nmneuvered to a point one mile northwest of Belvedere,
where) a large and cletenained force of*Gernsin infantTy and field artillery” in-
cluding self-propelled guiis and tanks, iviss encountered* Initially one corapany
of tlie 100th Infantry Battalion was coniraitted toward the v'esl; to enea”™e the
enemy reGerves and field artillery batteries, A second company passed through
the leading conpany to continue the attack southward to cut the road leading to
Sassetta, Italy. AIll tliree companies went into action, boldly facing murderous
fire frorlall types of vtfeapons and tanks and at times fighting without artillery
supporte

“Doggedly the merabers of tlie 100th Infantry Battalion fouglvt;, tlieir way

into the stroncly defended positions* The stubborn desire of the 11101 to close
with a numericiilly superior enemy, and the i*apidity with vjhich they fought

abled the 100th Infantry Battalion to destroy completely the right flank positions
of a German army, killing at least 178 Germans, wounding approximately 20, cap”
turiug 73, ar'i forcing the romaimor of a completely disrupted battalion to sur-
render approxiraatoly ton kiloiaotcrs of ground# In addition, large q.uantiiiiGS of
enemy vjeapons, volxiclos and equipment were citlior captured or destroyed, v?hilG tlie
American infantry division oporating in tlie sector was able to continue its rapid
advanco.

"The fortitude and intrepidity displayed, by the officers and men of the
100th Infantry Battalion rofloct tlxo finest traditions of the Army of tlie United
States.**
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(Copies of the I. Roundup Amy newspaper of the China-Burma-India Theater, oon_
taining the story of Nisei in Merrill*s Marauders reoently were received in the

United States# Principal portions of the si;ory follow)t
0
By S/Sgt. Edgar Laytha

CBIl now has its own Sergeant York. HO is S/Sgt. Kenny Yasui. Kenny is about
five fee two and weighs scarcely more than 120 poundse And this Baby York of CBI
is a Kisei.

Nisei means second generation. It is a Japanese word, but Niseis are
Americans© Ten thousand (the numbej" is now 15,000-—Editor) of these ADierican”bojnn.
children cf Japanese Smmrgrant5 fight now in the United States Army and some in this
theater.

Their presence in CBI was for a long time a military secret™ For their 9vm
protection, they 773 publicized# Some still have relatives in Japan who had
to ke considered ~nd than there always was and still always will "be the possibility
of capture by the enemy, which for a Nisei would meaa no picnic*

Under tho veil of protective seoreoy, however, the stubborn, sturdy fighting
Niseis gro'#/ o the.stature of heroes. They became exceedingly popular™ earned the
admira i n and personal friendship of overy privata and general vrith whom they came
in contact* The secrecy was officially a few days ago* Now we can toll their
story*

The case of Sergeant Yasui, Wo oapturod 16 Japanese at the Irrcwaddy Rivei%
is only ono of the many bright spots tho Nisoi aro writing into modern American
military history*

They fight for Uncle Sam in the Aleutians# in Italy, all over tho Southwest
Pacific and ell ovor the CBI*

Tho most publicised Nisei soldiefs aro tho men of the terrific 100th Infcoitry
Battalion in Italy# One thousand of the 17300 men of tho battalion havo boon wounded
in combat and woar tho Purplo Heart*

The unit: earnod 44 Silver Stars, 33 Bronz© Stars, throe Legion of MoriLt medals
and many battlefield, promotions* Since tho birth of the battalion, thoro has not
been a single case of desertion, not even a slight A L# Tho mon of tho 100th
fought in Sicily* (Thoy aro now fighting in Franco—— Editor)#

Near Cassino, thoy spoarhoadod tho crossing of the Rapido Rivorj at Bolvcdore”
they ou flankod tho toughest Gerntin posi ion cind flabbergas cd tho Nazis thoy cap-
tured# In Romo, they went sightseeing, but soon aftor holpod tho Enginoors to re-
build tho port of Leghorn*

*

T6 this Theater, they oamo more rooontly*

(more)



2-Story by S/Sgt* Edgar Laytha

Our Scrgocint Yasui, who crossed, th© Pa?ific some six months ago, was preceded
by a tough raid audacious "bunch of his fellow Nisei who joined Merrill*s Marauders*
I met ho Nisoi Marauders just a few days ago when they wero mounting a truck for a

rest oonp#

Somo wore distinctly tall all woro woll built. AIll lookod gay, worryloss,

far botter built them thoir roiatives in Tpan* This is a sciontifioally-provon faot«
The Jap is ho son of an undornourishod nation ?nd look® it* Tho uncanny disciplino
and solf-nogation to -which ho is subjected from tho oradlo to tho grave make him

tight, orampy more of a. human automaton than a human being. But all this vejaishoa
undor tho Americcii sun*

Tho Nisei feols, thinks, Gets and moves about liko his follow iunoricans* And. *
this alono is a groat slap iii tho fsioo of* tho Robbor EnMiro and a sublimo oomplimont

to American®

Tho Japs spent many a thousand yon before Pearl Harbor to rJapanizott thoir
socond gonoration in Ajaorica.

With money, scholarships, free vaoe-tions, thoy coaxed thousands of Nisoi in
the past 15 yorvrs to rotuni to tho Land of tho Rising Sun for a llttlo ro_odu £vfcioii

in tho Japaneso spirit* . Theso Nisoi thoy onllod KlbGi—**tho rotumod ones* And thoy
gave them c holl of d good timo* But thoy speivic thoir monoy in vain*

It v.cs not so easy for a Nisoi Marauder to kill his first Jc.p*

M had a torriblo f linew said a sorgoant who 4 sn!t want to be named,
wvhon the first Jap | havo shot collapsed and oxrpired with a hoc.rtbroaking ~nuzai*
on his lips, but my second shot crono on.sy# tho third cvon. ocisior* | can't toli you

exactly how/ m°ny I havo shot. It is vory difficult to know in tho junglo whoro ovory-
thing molts into tho background*™

Qllico thoso boys wvraro in tho fight you couldn*t got thorn out cf it*

Whon a Nisei Marr.udor was wounded or vh n ho foil ill, ho would hido his ail«»
mont until ho ocdUpscjd on tho spot* T/Sgt*Tommy K* Tsubotci, from Honolulu, suf

forod from a bad hornia during a forcod march through the junglo* With smell bamboo
splints, he trussed his rupturo, marchod on through tho thickot until ho oollapsod
and od o bo ovcuiuntod by air*

Sgt* Honry Gosho, from Seattle™ was vory ill with malaria but hung on to tho
tail of a mulo and was cwlo to drag himsolf through tho cnmpaigru

Brig* Goiu Frank Merrill*a Maraudors proudly woar he sky bluo oitcvfcion rib-<
bon of thoir unit» though throo of thom— S/S™tf Russoll K. Kono, from Hilo, Hawaii,
S/Sgt* Roy Matsumoto from Los Angolcs, and Gosho—VWoo citod individually*

Other Nisoi units in other parts of thg Thoc,tof woro jron of tho 8 fii
Sgt* Sddio Sn-kauo, who wgb locdlod to tho British, sc.vod tho Itfo of dit"English oy
tain undor firo*

Then* of courso, wo havo Baby York#

(koto }



S-Story Iy S/Sgt. Edgar Laytha

It happened on the Irrawaddy Bivor, during our nopping up oporatiGn after th6é
collapse of orgcaiizod rosistance*

A group of about 17 Japanose wore isolated on gii islondf Thoro wos @vcn.ll for
valunteors to onpturo tho Jevps* Konny Y-sui rjid throe non-Nisoi Amoriorjis stepped
out, stripped and swam over* Little Koimy* took ohcxrgo«

The Jap hid in the undorbrush* None wns soon*

Then California-born Konny Yasui yollod. into tho bush in tho Japnneso ho | f\m-
od while student of Wasoda University, Tokyo. Ho ordcrod tho onony to como cut md.
surrorxdor*

The h3dden men in the bush must havo stupefied to hoeir their ncvfcive tongue
1listo.r»tlw . Nip nergeant appeared, lookod cmazod nt the littlo nriked ncxn who sciid ho
was a Jupn.deso coronal v/orking with tho Anorioans and ordorod hin to. show tho hiding
pla.00 of hie ccmradc/«

Tho Jrp inprossod and bowildcrod, terribly sc* Ho took Kenny around cn cn
inspooti®n tcur Tid owt cf rmny foxholes jvuupcd many n Nip, fully cirnod, 20 rcunds cf
armiunition \n oach boifcn

Konny Y sdi uked for their arms, ordored thon iino up In that second, a
Jep officer sprang from the thicket, hrew d hrnd grcmrxdo o blcrw up Yc.sui cuid himsolf.
Yasui jumped in ¢ ~ foxhole rind tho Japn.noso cfficor into 'fdo cthor world. Thon Konny
took hxa sWTcri®

Tfhilo nil this happened, a oouplu cf rooalcitrant Joprijioso soldiers woro klllod

by the cthor Arioricr.ns, bob 13 prisoners waited shcmofacodly for tho ordors of the
littlo olivo-skiri;10d ucolonol’ Koiiny r imjrii>orod the close order drills ho had to

tako \Thile ho was a Kiboi in Tokyo# And ho gfivo thon tho wordst
nKio tsukoii Hidciri nuke hidarij Mao susumo*n

The drill over, Yasui solvod the problem of getting the -party across tho
llercirrovddy by having tho pfisenors swim, pushing a raft r.gnijast tho swift current:*

And cn the raft sn.t Konny v/ith tho svrord in his hand rnd tvro of the v/ooko
prisoxiors at hie sido T

Sfy iifu riik?ng tho a® fhoy will
my intinsto friends until distant times v;hon this wrr will be but @monory*

But must oenfos WIlion | wc5 doto-chod from the unit for other duties it was
in sonc \n\ys a relief. It -was a roliof frou a littlo ted moh discipline and fron
toe ¢G d behavior®

Tho average Nisei is r, model aoldior* Ho is aware of tho burden cf an unpopu-
lar anoostry, but he knows that ho i« d& good A noriorn and wants to provo it#

Our tenn loador rande cur unit tho host disoiplinod group at all staging ormps
yro had o0 jmss* Wy often had o viaroh in foraatiem whGn it vrcusi™t cihsolutoly ne GS_

sar*v« Our cr.rbin s wore tho cloc-ncst, air uniferns tho nccvfcost* Vb c.ppofirod cn tho
minu ¢ overywhoro ivc ~roro tcld»

(norc)



4*Story by S/Sgt* Edgar Laytha

To sun it upj They wore tee good fer no. Still my he.ppiost iacnonts in CBI
aro the dnys Whon | cono' eujross thoja from time to tino at places ofton distant r.nd
romoto# And | romonbor tho long way wo woiit togothor”™

I ronorabor the midnight lunches* in our barracks, whon they cooked rice and
spicod i ivith Japrjioso radish. Their faoos dinly lit by tho burning s ovo.

Tho scene could havo bocn somowhopo in Jnppji, but inside every shado\wy figure
tho AriGricjm flono burned wad soonod to “gg it 0.11 tho tine#

And | rononbor thom individually. Koji, tho loadoz*, was a Hawaiian lengshero-
man but vrcrkod hinsclf up to graduate with honors froa tho University cf Gcorgir.*

Kitsu, tho dislwashor frora Los iiligoXos, burning ho nidnight .cil c rord
John GunthGr*s nsidc Europe*

Chris, tho talented artist cf the ~r.It Disnoy Studies# wns ablo express
every houghi: by a quick and forceful sketch* Then thorp wnis young Kenjiro, ?rho usod
to E ori ho Nisei farms nil over tho Coc.st# cvid Sam whoso droan is r. mcctr'iic*s
job in any pl~Ant anywhoro in the United Str.tos*

And thero vras Clarke, the nc.n ¢f tho world and hcnoi® student ot Harvard> tmd

K N ~ N N " N N |S o%x

It is beloved by many oppressed, oxploitod, humble rrni s cinring farmers .and
workers in Jr,.pmh is foared and hatod oy tho Japr.nosc poiieo«

Tho Icngshorcnon cf Los /mgclos nnd S -n Francisoo ke hin# also tho fishonnon

of ~ r : i - _ ) » - . , P. se
suffered in Jc,pr.nosi) dungeons*

Baok in his iinoriciui hdn Ir.nd, ho boorxlo a union organizer and rise rrjl for
Assembly in Srm Francisco on n.labor tickoti I|ho dizzy speed of events after Por.rl
Harbor tonporarily callod Korl from ho watdrfrcnt into d roleoption center for
Anerioons of Japanese anoGStry,

Fred- horo Karl vcluntGored fight: for* tho U* S, Amy for n bottor wcrld in
which his son nny livo a free newn*
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P.S.C* WARDED TO TO GALL/UT FI3EI FIGHTSP.S IN ITA>Y

Private Shizuya Hayashi of Oahu, Hawaii, killed 18 Germans
in a none-man attack” on enemy positions, according to a recent
Stars and S ripee, offici 1 Array Newspaper published in he
North African Theatre of Operations*

In addition to killing the 18 Gepmans, Pvt, Ha”shi forced
4 others to surrender and drove the remainder off a strategic
hill,

"Among the men _ hava fought in Italy, he bravery and
fighting skill of the Japanosc-Americcm bat alion of infantry has
never been quostionod,V the Stars and Stripes said. Mnd nowhoro
is there a better example of this skill and courage han the ao
Twhich won Shizuya Hayashi the Distinguished Servic©® Cross.f

Allen Ohata, one of a squad of Jape“ese-Americans who Killed
47 Germans near Cerasulo, rtaly* vras av/arded the Distinguished
Service Cross on July 7th and "was promo @ o0 a lieutenant, accord-
ing o the Assooia ed Press*

His citation said he rescued a companion whose rifle had been
damaged, killing | df the eneiay. Then h© and another rifleman
stood off repea ed enemy 'a tacks for. hours and finally charged and
cap ured the remaining Germanse

Thes”™ Japanese American doughboys wl h the 100th Battalion in

‘Italy, have each been amrded d Uis inguighed. Service Crosse
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JAPANESE AMER1CM3 IN VARIOUS BRANCHES OF SERVICE

Approximately 12,000 Japanese Americans are now on active duty in
various branchos of tho aiTy. More than half of them are outside the
continental United States5 several thousand on the fighting front More
than 5? ~ *were volunteer©®,15300 from War Relocation Centers. There are
several hundred Japanese American girls i tha.WAC and in the Nurses*
Corps and more than 200 men in the U.S. Merchant Marine, according to
Robert B. Cozzens, Assistant Director of "JRA.

On the basis of die recordj of the 100th Battalion” a unit composed
largely of Japanese Americans who fought throughout the entire Italian
campaign, the War Department on January 20 this year, applied the Se-
lective Service to 0-1 Japanese Americans.

Ten thousand were in tho army previous to January 20. Through Se-
lective Service, 2,000 more h&ve been added. Recently 74-0 were called
into active service from Relocation Centers and 6 A other have been
placed in the enlisted reserve corps subject to call on 22 hours noi,ice.

From Manzaiiar Relocation Center in California, 57/ eft this week.
Nineteen wont to Army Language School at Camp Savage? Minnesota, thirty-

five to Ft. Douglas, Utah and three to Navy Language School at Boulder,
Colorado.

The majority of the Japanese American soldiers go to Camp Shelby,
Mississippi where a special Combat team trains. This team is composed
a].most entirely of Japanese Americans Many others are distributed in
ari’y camps from Fort Douglas, Utah to Camp Blanaing, Florida.



JAPAHESE LOYAL TO U.S.A.

The follow ing letter fmm I[E KalTienborn, radio commentator, appeared
in TH2 PAOIP'IC, pabii.t*hed monGh”r 'by tho Northern California mCongregational
Conferonoe

"1 have juTb returned from a cjociprehensive, although brief, tour
of our Pacific fightir<g' arear*

Mn the ha,?is r-f firrt*hand infoma+iion | can tell you that
-American ci'b’j zens of <ay”r. se an 38i*?'y are some of th© inost!
valuable wcrk that i?. boms d*xie bv o:r fea a Vc-'coa in the Pacific. These
Amoiicsn of anivtjkbry hs <e not- o;ily proved their loyal"fcyji
bul in many cases tbov KM vo .urir.r: 1/ their 3ires in ordeif to
perform important fror.-t-Imo sos viosg, 1 .

rare exceptions they rro tha only conxpotent Japanese trans*<
la.tors available to onr tm*al Fc-roeg-, ihoso twgi; have been given, the
privilege of taking up i.i ~the ibalion war theater have also distiin™
guishod themselves. The number o01"raocals which they have oarnod foy ou&*
standing sorvico is largo in proportion to their numbers.

: BHn talking wi™h Gcnert?! Richo.rds n4 CrpmmandGr-in*ChiQf of tho
United Stages Arsiy in the Oeatral Paoifio, "wifch head™U3.rtlers at} Honolulu
in tho Hawaiian Islands™ ho inJDormod mo "that “fehopc has not boon a single
case of active disloyalty provod agaiii“t a single one o-f tho 1607000
Japanl180 and JapatiGSo”~iorioon”™ in the Hawallan Islands, As he put it.#

i3 have no Japanese problem, r

Al have given on interview to the press in San Franoisoo, in
which | stated that there must be something wr<mg with the wav the Japanese
problem has boon handled in tfontinental United Staton.

I expG "t YO onrenfc on “this inatl't/er in my broadcasiis as "the news
may suggest* But you ai”e at libei?ty to us”™ the statefSiQiits I h .ve made
in this letter in any way that wili further™ tho oause of' de Qvb ‘fcreaforentc
for iv¥ngrican oitizons, whosc only crime is that they wore born of Japanese
parentse



K/'ATANBORK"S CONTRIBUTION TO JAPANESE MSRICANS

H, V, KdItGiiboni, rp.dic ¢ Dnentatcrn. Gsts ¢ he splendid con-
ributicn being inddG by ycung Japanese i*cricnns iri ho 1701* c'ffcrte

The fcllcwing s cry cippocirc-d in the editorial colu:m of he
Capit?.,| Tinos, Mp_dison, Wisconsin:

ernoy Benjamin H. Bull cf Madison hr.s jus received a letter froa,

K. ~m Ktvl onbc.ra,In icncilly knevm radio coimGrrbatorj enclosing Mre Kr.lton-
bcrnls chock for |100 tc help provide a scholarship for ¢ ycung iuicrican
cf Japaneso descont at Wnylnnd Aocidenv, Beaver Doun Wisconsin. Kcil cm-
born writes: onG who has personal ocntc.ot with the magnificent con-
ribu ion boing nade by young /jncricniis of Jcipo-nesc anocstrytc our wer
effort in the South and tho Southwest Pacific areas, | on hr.ppy to havo
an oppertuni y ¢ mciko his ccntributicn. | fcol htrt personilly owo
sone 1ling O my follcyw /mericans of Japanese erneOStry O make up for

sone inos unfair cmd some incs \min olligent trccitmont which hey hirve

received. You arc at liberty tio publioiza both this contribution and
this s ertenerrt if you foel i will serve he cr.use of fair plciy 0O our
follow /ii'icricans' of JapcinesG ances My which both have at hearte*
ty* bull has boon active fer many nenths in behalf of Ancrican Citi-
ZGns of Japanese dosoont in holping hom tc find cmploynent and a

chance c¢ assist in our war effort,H
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The Lake Breezes "Whisper:

MINN, EDITOR VARITES ABOUT EXPERIENCE
WITH NISEI | TS

('The Lake Breezes Whisper’ is a column by Claude Swanson, editor
of the Fairmont Daily Sentinel, Minnesota. It ms reprinted in the

"inneapoCis Morning Tribune recently. Because of its simple story
of* friendl.iness oward a couple of nisei privates, we are reprin"ting
it in its entirety,)

we boarded the northward bound bus Friday for a couple of
days off, hoping to offset a few off days.

In Minneapolis %e couldn’t help but be impressed by the number
of Japanese American soldiers we saw on the streets.

Always they traveled in thAros, threes, and fours. Mever with
others save their own race. Our curiokity was aroused. We wondered
why.  With the heroic example United States soldiers of their race set
in Italy, we thought Mur boysMwould be glad to associate with them,

were anxious to find out.

The opportunity came in a manner we h&dn*t planned® We were
broking on a dish of beef chop suoy at John»s place, ‘jvhich ivas cram-
med with Japanese American soldiers, heir wives and girl friends.

At every table there v/as lively conservation-«in English* Evidently
it was an occasion. w were imprfcssed "by he happy, carefree manner
in =ANich they vrere enjoying theanselves.

Then we had an inspiration. At the table next to us sat

Japanese American privates, asked the waitress the oinount; of "their

check. | s less han s« and first because we ivanted to do something



for a race that had so distinguished itself in Italy against the Nazis,
and second because we wanted an opportunity to talk to them, we asked
the waitress for their check.

The boys beamed with surprise and gratitude. Both arose,
bowed and thanked us, invited us to sit with hem "while they finished
their meal. It was the first time in our life we htd so much as spoken
to a person of Japanese descent. We asked hem about heir being always
together, never, apparently, wi h our boys*

fThat is very easy to explain,said Pvt. Jungi Ozaki. "You
see we are all toge her out there at Savage, We arc all acquainted
wi h each other* We are not sta ione:d at Fort Snelling and have no
contact wi h the other soldiers. It is only natural we are together,f
(Since then, he Camp Ravage soldiers hfive been transferred to Ft*
Snelling.--Fd. Note)

Pvt. Ozaki (pronounced "Oh-zah-kee”), in civilian life, was a
pharmacist in Detroit, He was bom on the cst Coast, as was his. com-
panion. Neither had ever been in Japan. Both were at Savage “wiicre they
are studying to be interpreters for the United States Army,

"You see, because of our ancestry, he army feels vie are better
gualified to learn the Japanese language”T said Pvt, Ozaki. Mt is very-
difficult for Caucasians to got the correct pronoimciation of many of our
words and the proper inflection.”

w - . VoL N

The boys wanted o know what prompted us to pay for their
supper.

"It is because of the magnificent ond heroic achievement of

United States soldiers of your race in Italy,Mwe told them* Hit is

the first chance vie have h”"d, in g small 'my, to show vie appreciate the



loyalty of your race.n

Both boys Mmrc visibly affected. me have Japanese Arlerican
soldiers at Savage, Who came back from Italy,” they said, ,fSoule v/ith
only one leg* Oiie M h only one leg and one ejre All of hen are very
happy. One told us: have proof so long as | live, of my loyalty
o the United S-tcvtes, No one can "bake "that; aivay. I*rn proud cind | am
glad.n That ~/as tho boy Who lost one eye and his leg below the knee.ll

'But how do you folks feel about "this go'veinmeirfc iri ernirig your
parents and brothers and sisters, i“iile you are iri he uniform of our
country,” wo asked.

Both fell silent for a momen e They exchanged glances, and we
knew we*d hit on a touchy subject. Pvt, Ozaki finally spoko. sup-
pose our governmen though it was necessary, he said,

eeMaybe JIOw thj the war* hr's given us cm opporrbuni ;/ to show
our loyal y and devotion o his country, there will be a be ter under-

standing* 1 is he first ime we have had a real opportuni y show

our love- and appreciation of this country. Before tho war, there was
no such opportunity. we did our -work and received our pay. Tie paid

taxes* But ever™r citizen does that. Now we have a chance to show we
will fight for this country, to sacrifice our lives, if necessary, in

order that we may live herefM

HNHHHH
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ST, Y. uerald. Tribune Editorializes:

JAHAT MOHF CONCLUSIVE TKST
OF PATRIOTIC IS THERE?

ARecently 11 wounded nen from Bushnell General Hospital were

feted in Salt Lake City. AIll were Japanese Americans had seen ser-

vice in the Italian campaign. Most of then lost an am or a leg and

were sent to Bushnell for the fitting of artificial limbs.

may have been something of a surprise to many Utahns to read

about these Americans of Japanese ancestry and their fighting record m

Uncle Sam, S But these 11 are only a few of* he hundreds of

Japanese Americans who have fought bravely for their country-~erica-

been killed, funded, and taken prisoner, priased for perfoming *bril-

liantly* in action and decorated for gallantry, there are thousands

more Japanese Americans uow going into action or preparing to do so.

The first Japanese itoerican coinbat unit, the 100th Infantry Battalion,

was activated in May,1942. It first went into action about a year ago

in Italy, Since then up to last May members of this one battalion,

fighting in many engagements and singled out for high praise m a Fifth

Amy citation, have received 1,000 Purple Hearts, three Distinguished

Service Crosses, 36 Silver Stars, and 21 Bronze Stars.
ATews dispatches from Italy the last few days reveal the 100th

Battalion has been expanding into the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. All

of he enlisted men and more han half of he officers of this gi ntal

unit are Japanese Americans. Eleanor Packard, U. P. correspondent mth



e QOIS in Italy, said in a dispatch hey were ’'rated equally with
thoir American comrades on either flank and were winning the confidence
of other "troops for their fighting qualities#1 A few days .9 * another
news item rcvco-Isj *th6y led @ Q'fctcicic which. mfchrca'bsiiGd to ou“tf*IB.nk Gnciiiy
strongholds blocking the way o Livorno and captured wo villages in
fierce fighting,

"Japanese Americans have seen plenty of ac ion in his war on
many fronts« Japc“nese Am.erico.ns in "the Hawciiio.n 'terri‘fcorio.l guo.rd fought
at Pearl Harbor, reportedly shooting down a raiding Japanese plane and
captiuring *fde first Japanese prisoner, onc—half* of the crew of g Japanese
midget submarine which was wrecked on a Hawaiian reef. A Japanese tcch-
nical sergeant in the Air Forces has won tivo Distinguished Flying Crosses
and an Air Medal ivith five Oak Leaf clusters for his gunnery vork on more
than 25 European theater bombing missions. Japanese Americans are serv-
ing as interpreters, radio iri elligence men and in other capacities all
over the Pacific war theater. They have seen action on Bataan, at Taraiva,
K~jalein, New Guinea, Guadalcanal, New Britain and in the China-Burma-
India Theater.

"In addition to the thousands of Japanese Ameriocins who are
already on the fighting fronts, thousands more are training. There are
today approximately 13,000 soldiers of Japcinese nnces ry in the Army
more han half* of whom are now outside the con-bineirball Uni ed Stirbes*
There arc Japanese Aiaerican girls in the WAC and in the Nurses* Corps
and more than 200 seamen in he U. S* Merchant Marine*

*N one can say, after he record of volunteering for service,
of gallan ry in action and of blood sacrifice that the second genera-

tion of Japanese in America have not in large numbers proved their loyalty



to their country by their readiness o0 serve in i s armed forces, to

fight for it, and to die for it* ‘Fhat more conclusive est of patriotism

is herc?M— SALT LAKE CITY T?LFGRAIVI, UTAH.
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FOR IMMEPIATE HELSASE

San Francisco Illov* 9 Neivs of 21 Japanese-American casualties in France has
been, received "by next—ef—kin. living in "the PostonjArizonfe., relocation center,
according to thevlifar Relocation Ziuthority*

KILLED IN ACTIOH

Pfo. Paul Horiuchi, 22 Kkilled'in action October 19, is the son of Vir. and
Mrs, Takeji Horiuchi, formerly of Salinas,Califi

MISgil'TG

Pfc. Fumitake I'Jagato, reported missing in action since October 20, son of
and Mrse Bunzo Naga o, formeriy of Brawley, Calif.

WO13LDED

Louis Hira a ,19, son of Mrs, Margaret Hira a, formerly of Los Angeles.
Pfc* Koichi Ma subara,nephew of Mrs.Kiri Miir ubara,formerly of .Los. Angdle&j®

Pfc. Shigetsugi Morimune, son of Mrs. Tei Morimune,formerly of Watsonville.
Pfc. Henry Shibata, son of L!r. and I*lrs. Toyoichi Shibata,former”® of Coachella.

Pvt. Roy KuTA/aharason of lir« and Llrs* Rrymond Kuwahara,formerly of San Gabriel*
Pfc. Tadao T, Oyenoki, son of Ivlr. Juzo Oyenoki, formerly of Calexico,

S/Sgt. Hiroshi Fujita,son of 1>.and I'rs. SogatQro Fujita,formerly of Clovis.
Pvt. Takami Hokedo, son of Mr. and ivilrs. Soi Hokedo,forinerly of Talbert,Calif.
Pv e George Furuyci, son of Mrse v Furuya ~formorly of Sci Diego*

Pfc Henry S. dashiguchi, son of Mre cmd Mrs. Frank Hcishiguchi,from Scin Diego*
P'fc. Frank Kumagi, son of Mrs. Chika Kumagi, formerli*r f EI Centro,Calif.

Pfc, Frank Kizuka, son of Mr, and I,Vs. Toralcichi Kizxika, formerly of Bakersfield.

Pfc Kcnji Hirokciv*s”® son of Mr* tind Mrse Hu oxo Hiroko/wEt, foraorly of
[Md sotrville, C\1lif
Pfc* Ynsuichi Kimura, son of L/ir. and lirs. Kumataro Kimura, formerly of
San Diego,
mPfc. James lzumiZaki, husband of I*s. Kit&ko Ilzumiznki, son of Ivir. r.nd Lirs,
Kanezuchi lzumizr.ki, formerly of Watsonvillo,Calif*



Depe™ aeri of he Interior
(N ~YI~x"leloceition Authority |

Room 202, Sheldon Buiia®ng

461 Harket Street

San Francisco 5, California

nUni*rranted persecution and discrimination against .American oitizens of
Japanese ancestryH v/as condemned in a resolution passed by the national convention
of the American Federation of Labor, a copy of vAiich resolution was received here
yesterday by Robert B. Cozsens, Assistant Director of tho T;ar Relocation “utnority.

The resolution adopted by the i'FL in its recent llew/ Orleans convention is as

follor/s:

ALrriEIIMS: in 1942 by Presidential Order 9060, all persons of Japenose
origin resident on the West Coast of the United States vrere ordered evacuated
inland in the interest of national security end,

. of 1267947 persons of Japanese origin, inoro than 85,000 arc
citizens' of tho United States by birth, and of these more than 8,000 Japanoso
/uncrioan youths aro serving our Country splendidly in every thoator oi' xrcr and,

"-IHIUREAS: the strong tido of just hatred agsxinst imperial Japanese barbarism
and brutalit®” has beon turned without reason agc.inst loyc.1 Japanese /.jnorican
citizens resulting in innurnorablo inoidonts of uniust persecution ana unjust
discrimination,

"TIHEREFORS B3 IT RESOLVED: that this G4th convontion of the .'rnorican
Fedoration of Labor in session in New Orleans, in roaffirmation of our r.roat
tradition of struggle against intoloranoo and oppression, strongly condor,ns
the unwarranted persecution and discrimination against ZuTiOrican citizens of
Japrnese r.ncostr”.

Mour committoe rocomDOnds that tho resolution bo roforrod to tho “xocutivo
Council for thorough-going study, for such rocoirm3 ndr.tions and action as SCOM

most c.pproprir'.tG
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Relocation Authority closed its doors here today as the wartime agency*s
four-year-old job of handling the relocation of the people of Japanese
ancestry came to a successful conclusion.

As Area Supervisor Charles F. Miller turned the key in the lock of
the area office door for the last time, only the WRA national office in
Washington remained open to comple e administrative details and it is ex-
pected to close on or before June 3 *

Four District Offices of the Northern California Areas Oakland”®
Santa Rosa, Stockton and Watsonville, closed Aprill9 and the remaining
four at San Francisco, San Jose, Sacramento and Fresno were closed May 3.
Unclaimed lots of goods, stored by people of Japanese ancestry at time of
evacuation, were moved to WRA's San Francisco warehouse some weeks ago and
sold at public auction April 29.

A final check of re urnees *w "the area, which included all of-Calif-
ornia with the exception of the nine southernmost counties, showed approxi-
mately. ~4.777 persons of Japanese ances ry had returned” or 75 per cent of
the pre-“evacuation population of 46,357 in "the area? according to Miller.

HOur job in this area is completed,” Miller said. Mrom now on the
responsibility for the welfare of the people of Japanese ancestry who have
returned to their homes in California rests with the. individual communities.

nAlready the returnees, most of them citizens9 have found their
places in community life. Among hem are many of the more than 22,000 Nisei

veterans ?/ho served with our armed forces during the war and whose record



in combat in all theatres proved beyond a doubt that loyalty has nothing
to do with race, color or creed,1 Miller continued.

non "behalf of the entire staff of WRAQU said Miller, H want to take
this opportunity to thank the people of Ca ifornia for their fine coopera-
tion and understanding during a period of stress caused by he exigencies
of wartime.

HThe broad understanding and fair play exhibited by the newspapers
aided us materially in accomplishing the job we were assigned to do as did
the inestimaole help given by labor unions, service clubs, church groups,
fraternal organizations and other groups.n

Continued Miller, M particularly want to acknowledge the close co-
operation given by Governor Warren and the immeasurable aid extended by
Attorney General Robert W. Kenny and the State Department of Justicej the
State and County Welfare Departments, the FBI, Army Intelligence, and the
various law enforcement officers of the cities and counties in Northern
California.

uThere are many other fine groups9 such as the Pacific Coast Commit-
tee on American Principles and Fair Play9 the National Council on Race
Relations9 the Friends organizations? the American Civil Liberties Unions
interracial groups and civic unity councils, as well as individual citizens
whoso stand for tolerance and against bigotry was outstanding,

Mrranklys v/ithout the help of all these groups and individuals9 all
of whom believe in the American way of life, our job could not have been

accomplished,n Miller concluded.

11111
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TWIH FALLS OKAWQE COKI5B«?8 PROPOSAL JX)R DISCRIMII*"ATOKy ACTION AGAINST
NISEI IN IDiUiO

TWIM FALLS, ldaho -- Opposition to the North Side Pomone Ciraage resolution
asking the prevention of Japanese American relocation in daiio was voiced at
the Oct* 25 meeting of the Twin Falls Grange, which is on record against ra-
cial, color or religious Bdiseriminaticm betw en Americans *

Following a thorougii discussion of the resolution, the members adopted
it “msjaimo-asly* Specific mention was made in the docianent of ns 3ae ol! our
Xeadtr aad subordinate Grangewho have expressed themselves on ®Americans
of Japanese extraction.B

Stating that a ndiviation Troa the policy** or guaranteed tolerance in
the United States wnight b« the opening wedge for discrimination against other
minority groups,H the resolution concludedi This Grange reaffirms its faith
in our democracy opposing any attempt to discriroinate between Americans on the
basis of race, religion or color.B

On O ct,19 the North Side Poaiona Qrange, meeting in Jerome, Idaho, un-
animously adopted a resolution asking for legislative actionl to prevent further
relocation of Japanese Aiaericane in li&ho and posed the present relocation of
1000 of them as wthe problem facing the whole country*

Both th© Twin Falls and the Horth Side documents are being forwarded to
the State Grange and subordinate Grange groups for action*

It was recalled that in August, the master of th© Oregon Grange received
varied reactions to a proposal to expel all pergons of Japanese ancestry from
the United States*
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M2MBER OF GEAI*GE REPUDIATES MCIST STA*D OF LMDI*SHXF

PORTLAND ORE* — 7By far the majority of Grange members are opposed to the
typ© of ré&cielism expressed in the resolution,n passed recently by ma ter& of
State Granges of Washington, Idaho, Montana, California and Oregon, for the
revocation of the citizenship of Americans of Jap«mese ancestry, H*H. Bristol
of Kewberg, Ore., a member of the Grange, declared in a letter published In
the Oregon Journal on Oct, 23*

The Grange resolution also advocated the deportation ox all persons of
Japanese sncestry*

nThe statement claimed that the said State Grange masters represented
the 125,000 Grange members of the states mentioned, giving the Impression that
the Orange membership was unanimous in support of their proposals. Such is not
tho ase,wMr* Bristol stated.

Declaring that "n-e Grangers believe in the principles £ deniocracy and
justj.ce Mr* Bristol; noted that several thoussnel boys of Japanese ancestry
are fighting In our armed forces.

"Are w® to reward theui by neVoking their citizensirdp ar*d deporting
from the United States?w he asked*

*»ThCre can be i?ut one answer,n he added, “When the war is over and the
boys come home, they sho-ald lind ?% have reserved those rights end privileges
for whicli they i'ought and they deserve the best we can give tiiem without re-
ference or regexd to race or color,1
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the deportation of all persons of Japanese ancestry, whether citizens or aliens®
Th© State Grange in Vermont has admitted a Japanese American farmer to mejab«r-
slilpf it was reported here*

Ifthen a Vermont dairy farmer recently proposed the name of his Kls«i
worker for membership in the Vermont Grange recently, certain members of the
Grange opposed his admittanc©, A Granjge committee called on the farmer to with-
draw the application of the Japanese Americaxi. However, the farmer refused end
prepared a statement which wes read at a Grange meeting. As a result, the

tapnnese American was elected unsjiiiaously to membership.
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the deportation of all persons of Japanese ancestry, whether citizens or aliens,
The State Grange in Vermont has admitted a Japanese Ainftrican farmer to member-
ship, it was reported here.

When a Vermont dairy farmer recently proposed the name of his Misei
worker for membership in the Vermont Gr*mge l'acently, certain members of the
Grange opposed his adaiittanc#, A Grange comaittee called on the farmer to with-

draw the application of the Japanese American. However, the farmer refused and

ir A, Al



1st Add A Captain’s Contemptd (Editorial Reprint]®

the rise of the Japanese Exclusion League on the West Coast.

"The Japanese Exclusion League is one thing we could expect to
grow out of this warTl the editorial says. e got the Ku Klux Klan,
among other things, out of the first World War, and it sold member-
shijps and hoods and nightshirts to a considerable number of hoodlums,
infantile adults, born joiners®and chronic suckers. It lived on
hatred of Catholics, Jews and Negroes. The Japanese Exclusion League
no doubt m il round up quite a number of present-day carbon copies of
the 1919-25 Ka Kluxers. The whole thing is most regrettable, and
something for Americans to be ashamed o f.|

Tiie magazine finds encouragement, however, in the fact that
strong opposition to the League is springing up in areas where it has
been most active, and concludes with, this bit of timely advice:
sinfluential people up and down the Vfest Coast. »..can choke off this
Japanese Exclusion League business if they wil 1 though it may take
a little time and certainly will take some courage. 5

San Francisco News.
000
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la & brief Mm% ixmsAic cAtmow i» ~  ?MUppl»«,
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of was «vard«d th« 2ro&se ilar K«dal Si“oa

aerric® ia c®naecti a vith iU ary operatiwi8 ai»«t th* «n y» &iri

th« period ar” &iy uPM ee isw*t 1S44,

Sgt XtO 1* tli® »«ction leader ©f th« Interpreter f«e» asttaaked to

the ?7tii BiH fioa. i* & re 4 — M*
Nhave )>ean of limit 1#*« wilm« tO tha «acce«* campaign.
_Af/ % t Y%ee eon of Kr. and Hr*. T. Xt© o3f 240 Uncolii LI #.

Oalifomla sad now reaidiag at Fostoa, Ari»ona, is on« ®f the »aay loyal
J"ane«**A:iaclri?:ajE(B:* >dio;?1;v!e fougﬁt and contii!mAeA tAo fig?\t bravely la the imeed
forces of the Vithed 3tat«c.

f/%t 1to hat had a long fiid colorful army Cft*«er since his Inaction
»t Caaip Bolserta, CuliforalA, on Karch 27,1941, After aeiring with
40th Dlvigioa for a short time* he was transferred to the ?th IHvisioa.
la May 134S* he 6mt to Language School at Caarp Sav”«, Mian*, gi?»auatig*
On | of the same srear* Slaortly thereafter, h« returned to th©
HTt»la& m m interpreter va& with thee feughl through the Mtu c&aapAlgft
in 1 B» v&$ the® assigned t© a Mountsin Intmtvj Be”jseat m&
th« at 'Kidfea. | fdllowinf U&at ceatpaign, he r«turs«a to ilk# States”
fdr a o ® emth farlou™x and th returned to Ganp S % ®ia Octefeer 194S*
It was there that he v&« ™ f lat«d m In%xsppret& fem Laater mH «e»t t«
B&HRaiil viieiris ii# was <te adM  feo 97t 36tli IMvidioa*  Xu 4/°rIXt 1044* Imi

jolaed the 77th Intm tn N vith tlik® ©war adac®.



Xa additioa to th# Broaiz© Star. 3gt toiig'thi*

GugstilgB E1 )6 villi t&re© battXe itars, th« aev PMXiNia© ., ~MA
Ei boa, e od Gwafiuet M«dal. Sgt Uo i* a t«leran o f 2~/

9uam an” 2»€°e Oa”palgas.






HEADQUARTERS MIESTERI® DEFENSE COMMAND

PRESIDIO OF SM FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 2A July 19

ADVANCE .PRESS RELEASE—For automatic release at 10 AM < July 301 19 5

(NDVMCE) SAN FRANCISCO—The following statement was issued today by Major
General H. C. Pr&tt, Commanding _ General of the Uliestern Defense Commands

nlt h"s become increasingly apparent th&t & erroneous impression is being
conveyed to the public as to the responsibilities of the various agencies con-
cerned v.ith the return of persons of Japanese uicestry to the West Co&st States.
Thie sitiif tion is evidenced by 1lLetters to the Editors,1 nev/s items, r~dio re-
let "i-, public sti.tements, etc., v.hich not only distort the f cts but sometimes
con'u. In miar.t*tements. n this connection it should be noted, however, thtt £11
respon”iole editorial comment lu.s been bised upon the fccts cs they exist.

"In view of the above, feel thet & statement "by me with reference to this
matter is called for*

nAs Co'nmanamg General, Western Defense Command, and pursuant to Presidential
Executive Oraer, | htve the responsibility of determining which individuals of
jap&ncse ? .cestry m&y or rat*y not be permitted to return to the designated exclus-
ion zone of the Western Defense Command. In making this determine?tion, em
governed solely by militciry considerf tions c¢,nd none other, for there exists
no lcgtl euthority for anyone to restrict the movements of n individu&l within the
United Stc.tos because of economic, socitl ,or other similer reasons.

TIn executing this responsibility, h&ve &cce.sc to the records of the ver-
ious intelligence tgencies of the Government ind tm assisted by e Itrge st ff
of* experienced personnel* feel, therefore, thct | tin eble to determine which
individuals m& prove potentially dangerous to the military security of the West
C cst and such individuals tre not allowed to return. Possibly, s though | doubt
it, certain individuals m& possess inform tion fgainst persons of Japanese
encestry i/vhich I do not If such is the c£ se, it is pi-triotic duty to con-
vey th t infornt.tion to me, tind i/vill welcome such tssistcnce.

"The Viirr Helocction Authority wls created to assist in the proper relocation
of tho™e persons of penese j.ncestry who were required to leeve thtir homes.
The for-nttion of this Authority ws £ result of the recognition on the part of
our government of its obligation to tlleviete the h&rdships imposed upon meny
thou “rids of our citizens merely because of the tccident of birth. The Wer Relo-
cai Authority h&s no authority or responsibi ity hstever* in determining which
indi...'rii.:Is\villbee.ll TAd to return to the exclusion zone of the Western Defense
CorxiiMnd, nor does this agency ettempt to exercise this authority or assume this
responsibility, " is repeEted -- this wuthority end this responsibility is thit
of the Commanding Ijeneral, Western Defense Comra&nde”

(End ADVANCE for £utomg£:-tic rele-tsc,.. t.10.. , July 3 > 194-5* Please gufrd
Egeinst prcinc ture publication.)
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Department of the Interl~fc

Wr.r Relocation Authority”

R om”~©2, Sheldon Bldg, j

461 Market Street

San Franoisoo 5, Californ”

Douglas 8173

FOR IMMEDIATE PELMSS .

One of the fictions built around Japanese®American soldiers in World War 11
is that they see service only in the European theater and are not fighting enemy
Japanese*

However, a sunmiary of reports from the South Pacific reveals that not only
are Nisei fighting the land of their ancestors but are receiving citations for ex-
ooptional acts of bravery, according to R. B. Cozzens, Assistant Dire~toi of the
War Relocation Authoritye

The exact number of .Americans of Japanese ancestry who are making contri-
butions of life and limb to their native United Staten is a military matter, said
Cozzens, as their assigninents are many times of the most dangerous nature.

This news came simul aneously with the re urn of First Lisutanart Gary

Kadani to the Gila River, Arizona, Relocation Center on a visi-c. Lieutenant Kadani

r©?eived the Presidential Unit Bad and his commission as a direct citation for

valor and meritorious services in the New Guinea area where he served 31 months,
He formerly lived in Hollistor.

S/Sgt, Albert Y, Tamura, formerly of Bakersfield, was sent to Australia in

\ N 1942 and participated in the Solomons, Hollandia and Biak Island beach landings as

an infantryman. 'He won the Presidential Unit Badge* He recently visited, relatives
at Poston. Relocation Center*

Another Japanese**American who has returned from the South Pacific is 1irst
/Lieutenant Shigao Yasutake, who visited his sister in the Coloradq River Center at

I Poston, Arizona* He has served two years in the Solomons, on Russalia sland, in

1 the Munda campaign on New Georgia and on Grue.daloanal, New Caledonia and Volla Lavella
fin he Bougainville sector* His three brothers are privates« The parents of the
/ four Kisoi soldiers are in the Rohwer, ilrkiinsas, Relocation Center,

Lieutenant Yasu ake is a na ive of Gardena, California* He was awarded a

Bronze Star for meritorious service*

A few instances, however, have already been revealed in reports* Some of the

individual citations that have been given follow
Sgts* Ben Honda; Marysville C 1lir™j freo®ga Mat.sui, Los Angelos, Calif
like Sakaxioto, San Jose, Calif»; Min Nakar.Isni* Stockton. Ccmift end HoTard niroki*

lonolulu, T,H», have received Bronze Star Medalu for meritorious action @YX 111$ he

capture of Saipan.

(more)



Sgt* Jessie Hawaii, was cited for merito®”*us service in the capture
of Saipane

ech. Sgt* Jimmi© N* Yamaguchi, a’pisd the Bronze Star Medal for "meritorious

Zs©rvic6 during "tho north Burma, campaign, is en'bi'bled « wear th© Presiden'fcial Unit
Ci"ba,"bi n won by ~ierrillls Msrauders fis vigll bh "bhs Comba't Infan'fcry Badge given him

for ‘exemplary conduct in battle *f* Yamaguchi, who has served wi h thd Marauders

more than 18 months, also mears a Bronze Campaign Star,

T/5 iviicheo Sakamoto was awarded the Bronze Star for services in the South
Pacific. The acoompahying oitation said he was uof material assistance in the suc-
cessful occupation of thre© islands ifi aa atoll*#«at great personal risk to himselflw

Tech, Sgt, Terry Mizutari, killed while commanding a group of men during a
Japanese counter-attack, posthumously awarded the Silver Star, th© Purple Heart and
a oi . ion from his commanding general,

Sgt. Katsushiro Kono received the Bronze Star for holding his post while be-
ing fired from all sides by enemy soldiers. Kono is a veteran of months of jungle
warfare agams th© Japanese in tihe China-Bunaa-liidia "“fchsa er*

bergean'fc Roy Takai# s©rving in India w*fch "bhe British "broops® wriiies!

nThe enemy are all about us lurking in th© hills. At night,.we oan hear
mortar lire, machine guna fire and rifle fire just: ov#r our hill* Every day while
working in bamboo huts, known to us jungle dwellers as bashas, we oan hear the big
guns roaring away in the very near distance, ,Air activities have increased lately*
Prom our hill we oan watoh our dive bombers dropping their load of death on the
neighboring hills, and we know* too, that death has taken its toll for after the
bombing a score of vultures is seen oircling on the hill just bomb6d*n

Lieutenant Richard Hayashi, despribed as the first Japanese-American to get a
chance to attend officers* oandidato school, was interviewed in the Mediterranean
theater. He declared, Mhe hit and run tactics the enemy is using around hero are
the same as those our Pacific troops are confronted with in chasing the Japs.n

"They both leave lots of snipors behind. Both ard masters of camouflage and
both got disorganized and confused when their leaders walk out on them—which is offc©nu

The Lieutenant saw action against the Japanese with the United States Air
Fore© in the New Hebrides before being reassigned to Italy,

In April, 1944, three Americans of Japanese ancestry told correspondent Royal
Arch Gun.nisoa of their pledge to kill their fourth brother, Kazumaro Uno, because he
was «a traitor to the Morioan way of life under which he has enjoyed the benefits of
education and freedom. We have pledged the destruction of him and all those like him«

All three of the brothers were Army volunteers*
(more)



Page 3 < FICTIONS

e Fourteen Nisei soldiers served with Merrill® MarOQudOrs in Burma, according
t a letter of Sgt. Henry Gosho of Seattle, which was printed in the Wisconsin
State Journal of Madison, Wis«

A Caucasian sergeant: serving with Merrill’s Marauders wrote concerning

Japanese-Amerioan soldiers in the outfit:

of the Merrill*s Marauders (or otherwise known as the Burma Raiders)
wish to boast of the Japanese Americans fighting in our outfit and the swell jpb
that they put up, Every Marauder knows these boys by name if they don*t know ours
—» h”t is due to ttho oourage 8ld braverysii 'vm by them*n

nOne of ur platoons owes tneir lives to Sgt, Henry G,, a Japanese American
Of oeattle, Wash. Hank (we call him Horizontal Hank because hefs been pinned down
eo many times by Jap maohine-gun fire) guidod he maohine-gun fire on our side
yrhich killed eveiry Jap on that side* The boys who fought alongside of Hank agree

they have never seen a more calm, cool and collected man under fire. He was
always so eager to be where he could of the most use and effeotivoness and that
was most always the hot spot. Ve asked Hank in the hospital, being his first time
in battle, if he was soared or not* He answered, nYou*rQ darn rights | was soared,u
Ihat™ Horizontal Hank all over, always humorous and a smile for every guy# And yet;
7/hiXe the other boys boast of the number of Japs they got, he doesn!t talk very
much about the three he has to his accoun ¢ He usually changes he subjeot by
saying, ”“Honorable ancestors muoh regret meoting Merrill® Marauders**

When his lieutenant on Leyte said someone was needed to soout enemy positions
in a valley that was under heavy enemy fire, Pvt, Frank T. Hachiya of the 7th'Divi-
sion voluntoered. That was last December 30.

Ffrmarly a resident of H d River, Ore., (where the American Legion Post
r removed Wn mm- m miJL of 16 -atfNapanese origin from its Honor
H811) Haohiya ~as inducted at Portland in January 1942. Trained in California and
Hawaii, Pvt# Hachiya fought at Kwajclein and Eniwetok while his parents lived in
th© WRA center at' Hunt, ldaho.

Having volunteered, Pvt. Haohiya worked out ahead of his covering patrol in
the Leyte invasion. Suddenly he staggered with a sniper*s bullet in his body* He
emptied his. rifle at ho enemy, crawled "back to his lines, gave his scout’s report.

He died from his wounds January 3*

/1177
(Th faregoing release has been approved by the War Department),



Department of the Interior

Ihr Relocation Authority “ Northern California Ares
Sheldon Building - 761 Market Street

Sen Francisco, California

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

e Commenting on its action &s nen expression of true democrfcy and real Amer-

iccinism ,Chcrles F, wliller, Supervisor of the V<er Relocation Authority™ s Northern

California Areb tod&y "bh&nked Richard ftTownsend Post No. 3 , Americ n Legion,

at Auburn for the five—point report made by t Post committee follovving study of

employment of tlien Japanese at Clipper Gap by the Southern Pacific Railroad Compcny.

The five-point report v*hich wss prepared end submitted by ¢ committrec from

the local Legion Post ivith Ronald Knudsen as cht-irman follows

1.

2*

1.

hs to the Amerieon born Nisei Jc"pLnese ?ho have served in the United
States Armed Forces and have thereby proven their loy&Ity, we consider
then to be entitled to the seme consideration as any other citizen*

As to the other concededly loyal citizens or aliens of eny nfctionsl,origin,
we consider them to be entitled to all the rights guaranteed under the
Bill of Rights end the Constitution of the United States,

As to &11 other persons of ciny rE ce mwheitsoever, whether Ain&riccin born or
alien, who have proven themselves by either act or utterance, to be dis-
XoyE-l to the United States of Anericr, e believe that they should be
dec.It 'With in strict &ccord8.nce “vith existing lavvs covering such esses*
The>t the absolute enforcement of the United States immigration laws end
the California &lien land lavvs be c&rried out without undue del&y.

t is our opinion that no Lifcn esn serve two masters nor esn he be loysl to

tv/o countries, nd we strongly oppose the holding of du&l citizenship by

i Persons of fcny nationality or nitional origin.

Horner ChtdlILUx, Adjutant of the Americ n Legion” Department of CtlifornU,

ommented to Post the.t "Your sttte'nient of policy is so sound th&t v,ill see that

it is run in the next issue of the Californi& Legionnc-ire as sn indication of your

policy &s vvell & an indication thst is a good policy for them to follow also.H
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Depa.i* men of the Interior
War jrglocation ilu hority
, Sheldon Building
461 Market Street
San Francisco 5. California

To: AIll Project Papers
Por: N1 DIMZ? R]L=AS

In an effort g cornba prejudice and discrimination against returning evacuees
gf Japanese ances he Oonrrelational Committee for Chris ian Democracy, Los Angeles,
and a group of "friends supporting he program of social evangelism of he Santa Maria
ifethodist Church'l recently placed two three-column, pa.ge_leng h adver isements in the
Santa Maria Free Advortiser,

Under a heading ~THUTH" in tjrpe nearly two inches high, the first group quoted
Paul Se Taylor, professor of economics at the University of California who, before
a San Francisco audience on January 11 ,presented facts o controvert popular fallacies
and rumors given lip-service by those opposing re uni of ho evacuees#

Included iii he paid advertisement; vras a s a emeri made "by the pr*esiden of he
Filipino Intor-Coimnunity, Antonio A* Gronzalos, o he San Francisco Call-Bulletin:
IME are 100 psr cent for he Chris ian way of life, We don*t want any quarrels with
he JapanGse 'L Mre Gi-onzalos was furthGi* quoted as saying in a private intervievir e
have beon used as pawns onoe and we don* propose to be so used again***

Also included wore a sta cnioirt on racial discrimina ion aken from an opinion
handed down by !le S* Supreno ' Court Jus ice Frank Murphy, and an account of action
taken by he execu ive committee of the University of California warmly v/elooming re-*
ti*raing s udonts of Japr.noso fmeostry.

In tho achrcrfcisGmGin  sponsored by the other group at San a Maria, Governor Earl
"Arren*s request hofc the order of the Ifar Department !be respectedoiid oarofully com—
plicdt wi h by th Ciovorrrmont and people of his StatGu was quoted at length under a '
hqgading of Msood Amcriocnism Is Issuo*

Quoted, 003 wroro cxcorp s from the U, S* Supremo Court*s docisions in. he
Miitsuyo liido cind Fred Koromatsu casos, and the Gciliforiiia Dopartmon of he Amorican
Legion vrtiich said: nlIf there be any among you who would bring shame on ho American
Legion by violr. ing ho principles of tho Logion by denying to a citizon he rights
which are his, then you forfeit jrour right to be considorod a good Logionnaire«f

Tho condorfination of racism and discrirainntion by Post No, 8 (Los Angelos) and
tihic offer of Srirfcc. iuia Post o0 uso its 600 mombers for law-onforoomont purposes W3ro
r»ocounted under n subhead of nAmorican Logion for i\jnGricn.nism#n

ncludo'd in he pajid advertisement wore briofed accounts ofdctiontaken'byLa'boi*
groupse Thaso included tho s rrfcomon s "by the AFL Oregon Labor Press of Portland
Jevg laws to trko onre of any citizens who ciro disloyal o our country, and we
should not vio n.t' our Cons itu ion "by denying privileges given by i to ciny group, ro-
Anrdloss of rr.c,, crood or color,1) ; tho Oregon Stato CIO Counoil, ("It would bo well
for theso paoplo who advocato these anti-Christic.n and un-Amorican ideas 0 shew some
of ho patrioti3ii oxhi®itod by tho J?pnnoso Amoricr.ns fighting for tho democracy hose
oplo ar i ,nor litly trying to dostroyV1l); the San Diego CIO Council; the National
iifcritiaio Union rnd lio Intornational Longshoremen nnd Warohouscmcn (,fOur brother
\raoricrns of Japmoso desoent havo sho'vm thair pa- riotism ho hard wry as cvidonced by
our numbors on tho bo.ttlofronts.")

Ac ion of ho r.ntr. Mctrin Minis oricil Association, which vigorously opposed tho
evacuation as unnooossnry, was rooallod as par of tho fight made by many chu:rchme;n o
300 hnt ho cvricuoos Yrcro 110 deprived of thoir rights#

o0o



Popcirfcmoirfc of ho Interior
Icvr Rolocas ion Authority
Room 202, Sholdon Building
461 Market Stroot

San Prp,noist5o0 5, California

To: AIll Projoe Pnpors
For: IMADIATS H SE

mS~ 1 EQUALITY GUARANTEED

Equality of opportunity in tho oyos

February 10,1945

of the University to all students of Japanese
anocatry wras guo.rp.ntood las ¥ ok by Prosidon
"Rober Gordon Sproul in a statement; o the Co.l-

Ifornia Bruin nt tho Los Angeles campus*

President Sproulls statement said:

nTho Univorsity makcs no distinction among

students because of their rr.ee, religion,

or

nationality, Thoroforo, persons of Japanese
ajicos 'y 'who havo boon eloarod by tho War Dopart-
niciTt and othor federal cu horitics and who return
o Cfilifomic, either to bogin or to rosumc thoir
studies i ho University will no be rcatod
diffc roii ly from o hor formor students or appli-

cants for admission#

nMoroovor, such persons will bo rocoivod
by ho Univorsi y and by tho faculty and student
body rs v/oll,l am suro, in a friendly and ooopor-
ativo manner, for hejr will henre; boon certified,
in effect, to hcvo proved thornsolves free from any
blomish or disloyal y ovon under tho stress of most

di scriminne ory 11*oatnunte”

Taken from TITJ DAILY CALIFORNIAN, sMonday,

January 29,1945*



for 1 in San piU 1944

S9&r&Uaj ot Ist«grlor Harold i* lelsm todnTYy th# folXcmitif
statmmt refflynllag pro~em of the Hur H«loeftU<sm Amtbozdtjri
nnt,, nrintonfaftfe4 bg.
» t k o] Whi*n th« ISA Joined
th9 D"partmnit of the Interior t«o agof | indieatcNIl nj
XX approvftl of Ih<> Xinks mlo™g ~hioh %dw» agdiiey 1* eonduetiag ita
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(The following editorial was printed in the Portland, Oregon, Daily
nal of Goimnerce, April 2 3, 945%), g

ASK A SOLDIER Q*(in’

uid s of the kids who have been fighting overseas in he army or the
marines when hey re urn home are not going to put all the Japanese-Americans
in he same-category. They are going o judge them on an individua basis/*
These words came from a man who has been in close ctjntact with both he Ameri-
can Japanese and he servicemen. — Dillon M.yer, head of he War Relocation
Authority,

Friday night M-yer, speaking o a select group of pregs and radio people

gathered at the Press Club, said the "RA is now facing many prol*'
persons "who crea 8 hese problems, added the all,w hi e-haire.dQsociologioa”-
authority, are of five typos. There are (l)persons and organize®"gTCvI*'S1 ioh
w ill do aii*rfching to make a dollar; (2) persons acting with political interests
in mind against fhe American Japanesej (3) the red-faced patriots (4) raoially-
prejudioed persons, and (5) a large group of people who just plain donTt think#

' One especially marked attribute of Mr* Myer was no ed by news and radio
men alike« He spoke s raight from the shoulder. At one point during the ques-
ion and answers period which followed Mr. Myerfs talk, a woman in the audience
excitedly called .outs ~/fhat about the man who was s abied ins he back by a
Japanese American just 40 miles outside of Portland? Can you blame people Y/ho
hate Japs such as that?1

hlr, Myer shot back: fwhat Jap? I%ere? |I/'rhen?t Then he.pausedjj gave
the ivoman an opportunity o answer* She was dumfounded, embarrassed® There
was no response. The relocation chief then assured the perplexed lady: Ul
know that incident never occurred* | was in this area when the runior was
started.M His point was well made* Check the source of your iji*drmation be-
fore accepting a bald s atemeirb Ol the Japanese situation”-

My r said many of the stories of the bravery of-the Japanese Amsrican
fighting in he IJ* S« army have not yet come forth* He told of one battalion
Japanese American battalion which suffered 60 per oent oasualities while res-
cuing a los bam alion of Texans* Of the nisei who climbed a telephone pole in
the Pacific area and intercepted messages between Jap headquarters, and v/ho cut
in and ins rueted one of the Jap groups to move in a certain direction where it
was ambushed by Amerioans and 600 Japs killed.

nmAsk any soldier or marine you meet on the street what he thinks of the
Japaiiese American question?** Myer challenged, nl,ve asked many of them and
never once have | received, a reply of dislike or hate for these loyal Americans
of Japanese ancestry.I (The navy does not have Japanese Americans among Ibs
fighting ranks generally, Myer explained in omitting the questioning of sail-
ors,) The 1TRA head agreed that he is T/villing o see disloyal Japs returned o
heir native land.

The groups which have been raising all the hullabaloo against the Japs
iri his country are now beginning to meet opposition from he great majority of
Americans who, al hough a little slower to act, will ultima ely quell he unra-
tionalized hatred of the red-faced patriot, he unthinking American and he

greedy land owners who do not wish to give up what they have come by because of
the war.

As Myer put it, **If there is any shooting, it will be shooting of both
sides — and no necessarily with guns until his thing is cleaned upe”

»0 e
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The following editorial ap*peared in the Cleveland Plain Dealer on May 15,
1945.

TERROR ON THE WEST COAST

Not even he normally.veb-ement .Harold L* .Ickes can find words suffioiently
strong for the *denuncia'tion of those ir.resporls'iliXe hoodliims on the West,. Cogqst. who
wi hoirfc a hough of he. priiiGiples for wlai'bli'ycmng Americ*ans .htave .beon.’giving:

heir lives all over the globe, 'havo been error.iz.ing other loyal Americans of w4
Japanese anoostry whoso only desiro is to roturn to the homes from.which hey..were
so rudely evic ed after*,Pearl Harbor.

As Seci*el:aTy.Xc;l?es points .oil Wi h justified, righteous anger, many of he
Nisei homes into which shots have been fired have American service flag stars in
heir* windowse Many .of heir sons fought bravely iri Europe,-contributing to* the
des motion of lie .once migh y Nazi menace, which was founded in racial hatred.
Others are fighting and dying iri he Pacific o help prevent the land of heir
ancestors from “~ver again threatening the peace and security of America*

WO have been proud in the United States tha we did not repeat our behavior
of the Firs orld ’far, wiien housands cf loyal' Amerioan Germans were harrassed
and terrorized bjr official and unofficial persecu ors* It vrill prove to have been

a false pride if we do not as a nation rise up in protest against similar rea merit
of the Japanese Aniericanse

If vre aro to retain our self-respeot the public officials of California,
Wasningfbon and Oregon especially must act vigorously to end this terrorism and give

mide isoi he pro ec*fcion which is heir righ as unoffending residents or citizens
of a froe country*

The foiloY/ing editorial appeared in the Washington Post on May 17,1945
PLANNED TERRORISM

Secretary lokes habit of calling a spade by its commonly accepted name was
never put to betterluse than in his characterization of the recent West Coast at-
acks on American citizens of Japanese ancestry* These constitute, he said, fa
pa ern of planned errorism "by 1100dlums/1 He also pointed his finger squarely at
their uglv purposeto set up nan economic beachhead on the propel- y of the evacuees.
This is precisely what all the recent frenzy, a ll he alk about spies and saboteurs,
boils down to* Some people who want to take over farmland- oivhod by the evacuees
havo hirod gunmen and plug_ug les cTfrighson hese citizens away from their homes*
Tho toohnique differs in no essential respeot from trhat employed in Gomany by
hose who cove ed the proporty of he

Mr  ckos is quite right, too, in his assertion that these nS om rooper
tacticsu are ua matter of national concern#n Hoodlumism is never 1lre contagious
han when i is praoticed against a racial minority* Let he actios succeed in
California and they will find imitators elsewhere* Their success in Germany led
inevitably first o he obli eration.of all. minori y elements and then to the
enslavement of he entire nation* Tha hey h?rve been ursued in California is
due to he fac herb heir practitioners hcive .masked heir real’mo ives by appeal-
ing to he prejudices of unthinking people. This, too, was the pattern in Germany,

The remedy Is forthright exposure of the sort Mr. lokes has initiated* He
should oe supported by the public officials of California who understand uquite
well as he does he nature of this sinister rackete And those public officials
should have t:he vigorous backing of* all responsible citizens of "the Stat© who care

about preservation of the deiuocra'bic process# Terrorism is inoom.pa‘bible with a
free society#'

¢+
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The follov/ing editorial appeared in the New Y rk<Times on May 16,1945:
RIDERS IN THE NIGHT

In the early days of the war, when invasion was a haunting fear, the mili-
tary aut:horit;ies docidod upon wholesale removal of Japanese Americans from, "th©
West Coast. More than 100,000 of them, men, women and children, were placed in
eight relocation centers and held for thirty months. During heir exile other
Japanese Americans of military age who had gone into.the Army voluntarily or by
inductiori proved ishsir valor 011"the ba.'b'bIGfiGlds of* "winning "the ooTnmGnda—
tion of General Clark. Others died as Americans fighting Japanese in the Pacifice
e )a'atimoj. the danger of invasion passed, and last December permission was given o
loya,l Japanese “inericans to return*. About one-third headed east# The others
gi &dually'wellt bsick: o their homes on the West Coast*

For months now riders in the night in California have been spreading terror
and applving the orch to h© homes of many who "vrent back at the reques of hoir
govemmont and in abiding faith that they would be left alone to work their land
for most were farmers. No fovfer han twenty-four instances of 'Violence or open

:5nt;5riidal:ion" have been recorded by he War Reloea ion Authori and Secretary
Ickoj charges that in not one of the shooting oases has a suspect has been put oil
trial.lre here have been fifteen such cases, in addition to hree arson cases,

five hrea ening visits and one aa empt at dynamiting* Obviously, our law en-
forooment officers are making no effort to enforce the law. That policy will
merely encourage excesses that should be stopped,

The following editorial appeared in the Philadelphia Record on May 17,1945:
MmST COAST STORM TROOPj RS

Among glorious pages of the American war record is one shame* It will re-
count the injustice, hoodlumism and native terrorism praotioed upon native Ameri-
cans of Japanese ancestry*

Once again going to bat for a racial minority, Secretary of the Interior
Ickes has denoimoed he nNazi S orm-Trooper tactics” of lawless elements on the
West Coast*

There have been 24 incidents of violence and intimidation in the last four
months against Japanese Americans who have returned to California from relocation
centerse That is bad enough, but most frightening is Ickes report that no sus-
pects have been brought to trial in any of 15 "shooting a tempts” in rural Cali

fornia arease

State and county enforcement agencies are either conniving with the ter-
roris s or condoning their vicious behavior*

Tvro-thirds of the 110,000 Japanese Americans in this country were born here.
They liavo the rights of any other American under law. Japanese Americans have
fought valiantly in our armed forces. They have a splendid bond buying record*
They have given hoii* blood to he Red Cross*

Now "bhsy are going 1MG--only to bo confron'bGd witn the night riders t;orch#

bullets from ambush, curses and throats#. Before the eyes of the visibing diplomats
of* he na ions of* he world &b San Francisco his oons | ivfces a nae lonal disgrace*

WebeliovewithlckestheWestCoast'berrorismis'fcheworkofasmallminoryby'but
i s about time hat the decent humane majority put an end to this persecution,

(more)



Ths follovring editorial gi|jpeared in the Chicago Sun, I«5ay'l5, 1945s

rriE HISSI*S RIGHTS

3 the ihciddttL-fes* oited by Secretary 10kes in Charging organized ter-
rorisni fiigainat Relocated Japanese Americans in California, two ethers have been
addedU 4

Three revolver shots were fired into the home of Setsugo Sakamoto, whose
adopted son is now fighting with the Amerioan Philippine' armies and whose son-in-
law also is in the services. A girl, Mary Masuda, is s aying with a Caucasian
family. One of her brothers v;as killed at Cassino, another wounded fighting to
rescue a "*S* unit trapped in the Vosges Mountains. Miss Masuda two weeks ago was
oallod upon by a threatening group and warned to f,get out***

Governor Warren and Attorney General Kenny of California have been diligenl;®
according to all reports, in attempting to suppress anti-Nisei hoodlumism# But
the Federal Government also has an obiiga ion to protec all its oitizens against
organized violation of their rights. An FBI inquirer ajid .Federal Grand Jury in-
dictmBTits probably could halt the shootings, the arson and the dynajnitings by
pu ting some of he hugs and night riders into Federal prison*

’** *

The following editorial appeared in The Philadelphia Bulletin, May 15" 1945:

A BLAST AT INTOLERANCE

Secretary lokes denunciation of tho planned terrorism against persons of
Japanese descent in West Coast states is very much in order# Muoh as the Secretary
is given to popping off, this is one© wheru nobody who thinks twice can dispute
with him#

The ou *cxges cigains returning evacuees are contrary to every cherished
American principle* The victims are loyal oi izons, entitled by every right to

he saniG protection the law affords their neighbors* Not one of he hoodlums has
yet been caught*

It doesn’t seem reasonable hat law enforcement agencies could accidently
be that blind* But if there is sympathy for he hoodlums on the part of consti-
tut 'd emthoritios, it is time a higher povrer stepped in to show them that there
is no room anywhere in this country for the philosphy this terrorism reflects#

There was a time when every person of Japanese ancestry was suspect. But
that tine has passed. Those permitted to re um to heir properties have been
carefully investigated and given a clean bill of patriotic health. Big as this

country is, it isnft large enough to fight a war against tyranny and oppression
and tolerate them at home.

The folloi-ring editorial excerpt is from the News-Press, Santa Barbara”
California, Tuesday, May 15,1945;

THE |S4 QUESTION - IS GSRIIAIIT ALD CALIFOR1TU

A speaker representing the California Youth Authority was asked, following
his talk on youth, problems before a womens organization recently, *That can be
done abou he re-education of youth in Germany, to rid them of heir Nazi philoso®

phy?n

I was, as he speaker confessed, nthe ques ion ¥ and he admitted he did
not have he answer, , are there many Amoriosins wlio ¢an feel confiden they have

fhe right answer to this problem*

But Santa Barbarans, aiid Californians, might; make a start toward discovering
he right answer by looking at a similar problems right in our own back yard*

(more)



(The |64 Question.=«0ont'd*) -4

Secretary lokes has fccused national attention on the “planned, terrorism by
hoodlums5 against persons of Japanese descent in certain sections of California*
He lists shooting attempts, one attempted dynamiting, three arson cases and five
threatening visits," And he said the only instance in which arrests were made and
atrial held, a case listed "by he War Relocation Authori y as a dynami ing attempt,

resulted, in acquittal by the jury of three defendants*

Here is a problem primarily of law enforcement and law observance, right in
our own State. We cannot, as California citizens, do muoh about safeguarding rep-
resentative government and democratic freedom in Poland, in Greece, in Spain or
in Argentina. But we oan demand that our State Government and our various County
officials observe and defend the le*ttor and the spirit of the American Constitution
in regard to minori y.groups of American citizens*

We canno , as Californians, do much about cleansing the minds and hearts of

German you ]! of Nazi cruel y, arrogance, intolerance and sadism But we oan, if
we really dasire, e'xert an influence on he you h and he adul s of California

against hoodlumism, arrogance, intolerance and cruelty*

If in tliis'state which s ands high in educa ion, culture and enligh emrien ,
we cannot cure our own ills of "bigotry, hatred, greed and ,Im 'w-n ‘fchingn mob spin

hen heaven help us ill rying o set up a world organization for peace and justice*

The "B4 i6n is aimed at California, as well as at Germany”

() —
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(The following editorial appeared in the Washington Post, May 7 , 1945
JAWEST COAST TERROR”

uln California, since the beginning of his year, there have been 16 shoojjj**

incidents — directed at American citizens of Japanese ancestry. The Americans”®
who were made he arget of this terror had returned to their homes with the ex-
press permission of the United States Army* Their loyalty had been carefully
scrutinized and certified by Army authorities* Some of them had been honorably
discharged from the Army itself# Some had been released from the oamps of the (Alar
Relocation Authority after the Supreme Court of the United States had declaredthe
de errfcion of loyal citizens on grounds of race to bo unoonstitutional. Those
Americans aro being persecuted because of their racial background -- in the same
way and for jus the same reasons that prompted the Nazipersecution of racial
minorities. When we gape at German atrocities, we mightcas .a "backward glance at
these atrocities of our own,

UA California jury has acquitted three mon who were charged with having
planted a dynamite bomb on he farm of Sumio Doi, recently released from a reloca-
tion oamp. We do not know the details of the evidence agains these men* But we
do kncme hat the presiding judge permitted the introduction of questions respecting
he validi y of Doi's purchase of his ranch under the Csilifornia Alien Land Act
and tham he defense attorney was allowed to tell the jury - *This is a white raanTs
country. Let's keep it so*. We had supposed that *trials» of this character had
ended with the collapse of Hiter's fortresse

"These atrocities have been happening not far* from San Fmncisco, "where he
representatives of 4G nations — comprising people of every race and color — are
striving to create a new organization to keep the peace. They besmirch our prin-
ciples and our pretensions. They are perpetrated, to be sure, by no more than a
fw bigoted hoodlums. NeYertheloss, they do injury to us all- not only to our good
name but also to the institutions upon which our own secure and orderly way of life
is founded- f California authori ies oannot uphold the law and proteot the oiti-
zons of tiAeir own sbci"be# they should cq.ll for holp from the Fed©ral Government;e
Terrorism is no less ugly at home than abroadIt*
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The entire Japanese battle plan for the naval defense of the Philippines

captured with Admiral Kogsij t;hén Commandei* in Chiof of "0h© Combined Japanese Fleetsj
were *anslated "by graduates of .the Mili ary In elligence Service Language

School and Japan received he worst defeat in naval his ory

Likewise the complete Japanese plan for the defense of the Philippines also
was made known through the v/ork of the language specialists*e#long before our forces
landed on Leyte —

Never before in history did one army know so much concerning the enemy prior
to actual engagement as did th© American Anny during most of he Pacific campaign --

These are the high points of a rwiow issued by the Language School of Fort
Snelling, Minnesota, at the same time emphas'issing that 85 por cent of the graduates
were Japanese Americans*

Ih© repor gives special credit for the Japanese Americans who broke Mthe
veil of secrecy in which the difficulties of the Japanese language had <% oakod etiemy

ao iTritiesu*

Today they are in Japan, serving as equally important links in oommunication
between General MacArthur*s occupation Army and the Japanese people, once ~criticall
and debarred from release under the point system they are now permitted separation
like other G#l**s with replacements being trained rapidly#

The Language school had its beginning a Crissy Field San Francisco, on
November 1,1941 «— four weeks before Pearl Harbor, with 8 instructors and 60 pupils.

After Pearl Harbor the school, because of its dominant Japanese American stu-
deii ‘body, "was evacua ed from. he Pacific Goas*b* 113 was moved, "o Camp Savag©”
sota«

nThe training school had to be founded in a coimnunity which would accept the
oriental faced Americans for their true worth — American soldiers fighting with
heir "bi*ins for their native America ” says the report*

The repor reveals that many oi* the Japanese Amerioan students had suffered
beatings from pro-Japanese in Relocation Centers but they had their minds made up
fw accelerate their training so *h©y foould get their hands on those dirty Japs that;
caused all tho sufferings and hardships of evacuation#u

Today the school has a student body of 3,000 and is established in Fort Snel-
ling, Minnesota* Chinese and Koreans are among the students# The teaching staff is
composed of 162 entirely Nisei, born in the United States and the Hawaiian Islands,
Twenty seven of* mbhes© are civil service employes bufc the res are Army sergean s*

Thousands were graduated as interpreters, interrogators, translators, radio
interoepters9 censors, radio announcers and propaganda writers4

The first survey of 3,700 Nisei revealod that only 3 per cent were accomplish-
ed linguists, another 4 per cent proficient and a further 3 per cent useful only
after a period of raining*

**The Americanization of "the Nisei Ol the Pacific Coast had advaiioed more ra-
pidly than the United States public was aware®n says the report.

Numberous West Coast Nisdi ar© listed in the report:

Lieutenant George K. Kayauo of San Francisco acoompanied Col« Sidney F. Mash-
bir, in receiving the Japanese peace envoys at Niohols Field, Philippine Islands, to
mark the 010se of hostilities*

Major John F* Also, of San Francisco, was found as a ~greasemonkey™ in an -.
other army unit and ,his linguistic ability employed to defeat the Japanese en«my*

Pfo. Arthur Kaneko, of Log Angeles, who had "been at the Efesr Mountain Relo-
cation Center, and after that in the 256th CA (AA), where he was located by the "Com-
mandan't of the Fort Snelling School, Colonel Kai Rasmussen, and selected with
Aiso as potential ins ruotors® Kaneko, because of the superior senrice he rendorod
is now a Lieutenant on duty in Military Intelligence research work*

Two Nisei civilian instructors® Akira Oshida of Berkeley, and Shigeya Kihara
of Oakland, vrere teachers at tho University of California, before being added to tho
teaching staff at Port Snolling# With tho help of Aiso and Kaneko, those four Nisei

(more)



worked feverishly in early prepara ion of erfc books and classroom exercises for the
Japanese language course

Many Japanese Americans who were alumni of he language school ie where they
fell, including Staff Sergeant Haohiya in Leyte, Sergeants Shibata and Fukui 0OuU
Okinawa, and Captain William Laffin, from Tracy and Hollywood, who was killea m Bur-
ma* Captain Laffin, whose mother was a Japanese, was commanding officer of Merrill?
Marauders in the engagement at Myitkyina whon he was strafed by enemy planes.

Technical Sergeari Kazua Komoto of Modesto, with the 11th Airborne Dirision,
was among the firs roops hat landed at Atsugi Airfield near Tokyo* Komo o a so
was the first graduate of the Military Intelligence Service Language School to win
a purple heart v/hen he was shot by a Jap sniper on New Georgia Island*

Technical Sergeant John Tanikav® Saa Francisco, who was awarded a Bronze
Star for his work with the 41st Division on Leyte, was also a veteran of World War I*

Roy Memsumoto# of Guadalupe, was among he fourteen Nisei "who volurrfceered for
service with Merrill® Marauders in Burma, as also was Ben Sugeta, of Los Angeles,
who was in the Colorado River Center, Robert Honda, of Palo Alto.< who attended Gamp
Savage school before going to For Snelling, and Henry Gosho, of Seattle, who eilLter-
ed the service from the Minidoka center*

Technician SfdGrade Eiiohi Sakauye, of San Jose, who was in Heart Mountain
oen er, is a Kibei who received a Silver Star for rescuing a wounded British officer
under fir© in the China-Burtna-India Theater*

Technician 3rd Grade Terry Takeshi Doi, of Parlier, evacuated to Gila River
oenter, was an wou and out Kibei®6 with his Japanese stronger than his command of'
English. He had been kept at the kilitary Intelligence Service Language School af-
tsr graduation before he was Oleared as being rusirworthy for service in he combat
s ne, "ou after being one of the first Nisei to land on Xwo Jima was singled out for
particular praise by his officers fpr distinguished service. He went into cave af-
ei* cave with/ only a flashlight and knife persuading many enemy soldiers to come out
and surrender, and was given by his fellow service man the middle name uGu s*

Technician'3rd Grad®© Kenji Yasiii, of Los Angeles, and Granada Relocation CTem

er;, also a Kibei, won for himself the ti le of Sergeant York” Yasui,-be-
cause of extensive schooling in Japan and his command of he Japanese language, was
sent to the Office of War Informseion in India tQ work propaganda to "be dropped

over the enemy lines# Masquerading 'as Colonel Yamamoto, a local Japanese Commander,
he brought in single handed a dozen Japanese prisoners of "war, for whicn he vras
awarded a citation*

Technician 4th Grade Seiya Higashi, Los Angeles, was given du y in Okinawa
because as a boy he was taken back to the t T/n of Naha on that island, received his
middle school education there and was therefore familiar with Okiiaaw dialect# Up-
on reaching he town of Naha, he acciden ally ran into his father whom he had no
seen for eight years*

Technician 3rd Grade Frank T* Haohiya was bom in Hood River, Oregon was kil
led T«hen he vms sen out as a special replacement to the language earn "vrorking wi h
the Sixth Army headquarters on Leyte, after completing successfu missions in the
Kwajalein and Enivretok campaigns#

Technician 3rd" Grade Eddie Fukui, of Tacoma, -ivho was sen to the language
school from Tule Lake, Technician 4th Grade Ben Satashi Kurokav/a, of Guadalupe, lat—
er Gila Ri/ror, and Sunichi Bill Imoto, of Seattle, and Minidoka, "WBre Wes Coast

alumni of the language achool who lost their lives in Okinavra*

Sergeant George I* Nakamura, of Santa Cruz, later sent o Tule Lake, was given
special men ion for the circumstances surrounding his death in the Philippines, His
commanding officer wrote ftUakamura was on temporary duty with the 63rd Infan ry
Regiment of the 6 h InfAn ry Division and paxe icipated in an engagement near Payawan*
With heroic intrepidity, he exposed, himself to enemy fire in order'to issue an oral
ul imatum of surrender to several isolated ©namy units*'*

Still being trained at the Fort Snelling Language school for duty with the
army of occupation in Japan, which presents a ticklish problem from, a linguistic
standpoint, are other ViFest Coast'Nisei, among them Corporal Sherman Kishi, and his
brothel* Pfc* Fred, of Livingston# Califomia, who vIBve sent to Granada Reiocation
Center® and Private Karl Doi, of Auburn- and la er Tule Lakee
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