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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
"WASHINGTON, D. C.

NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF RENUNCIATION OF UNITED STATES NATIONALITY

To: Shige Kishiyama .
(born Nov. 2, 1926, Los Angeles, Calif,)

3305=-A

Tule Lake Center

Newell, California
You are hereby notified that, pursuant to Section 401(i) of the
Nationality Act of 1940, as Amended, and the regulations issued
pursuant thereto, your renunciation of United States nationality
has been approved by the Attorney General as not contrary to the
interests of national defense. Accordingly you are no longer a
citizen of the United States of America nor are you entitled to
any of the rights and privileges of such citizenship.

April 17, 1945

/W

Herbert Wechsler
Assistant Attorney General
War Division




A copy of this letter was sent to t¥€ Mr. E. J. Ennis and Nr.

Tom Clark, Attorney General, on the respective dates; Aug. 22, 1945,
Oct. B, 1945
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oeptember 26, 1940

HOMORKaBLE TOL CLARK,

attorney General of the United States
Depurtment of Justice Builaing
Washington, D.C,

Dear Sir:

On fFebruary 19, 1945, 1 signea an application for renunciation
of United States nationality forwm &t the W.R.A. Segregation
Center situated at Tule Lake, lodoc County, Califoruia &t a
perfunctory appearance before & government official, (and I
have received & letter aated april 14, 1v4d, frow Lr. Herbert
Wechsler, usssistant attorney General, approving lhe same.)

I hereby repudiate, withdraw, retract, aud revoke the said
renunciation upou the following grounds and for tne Iollowing
reasorns:

(1) The circumstances under which ssid renunciation form

was signed by me did not constitute a fair and impartial neariug

and was a denial of my constitutional guaranty of due process of

law and of the eyual protection oi the laws;

() 1 was not a gree agenti at the time when and the place
where saia ;euunoiutiou form was signed by was then ana there .
held in duress and was the victim of fraud, menace and undue
influence and mistake of fact and law;

(é6) 1 then aud there was and countinuously from september &4,
1948, had been detain in the said W.Rk.a. Segregation Center
by official authority and was deprived ol substantially all my
constitutional rights, liberties, privileges and immunities as
an american citizen by birth sunda by choice &and was thusly
discriminated against solely by reason of the Japanese nationality
of my ancestors;

(4) 1 was intimidated and compelled to sign the said




A copy of this letter was senf to the Attorney General and mr.
Ennis, on the respective dates: September 26, 1948, Oct. 8, 1945




renunciation Iorm by threats of physical violence to myself
(and members of my family) made by the Hokoku Sainan Dan, &
pressure group of aliens and Kibeis in said camp, and by members
therof, and 1 was in constant fear, (as was my family) that the
said threats would be carried into execution if 1 refused to sign
it., 1 was acting under the menace and fraud of gaid group aud
its members and the undue influence exerted by thew upon me and [
Bigned said repnuncistion form under duress.

Because of the foregoing reasons the said renunciation (and
approval therof) were, and eacn of them is, invalid, null and void,

Ll &m Hot a citizen or subject of Japan and 1 do Lot aund never

have owed or giveu that country or nation any allegiance. 1 au

not an enemy alien. 1 am & native american by birth and also by
éhoice. 1l recognize as my sovereign the United States of america
and 1 éive and ever given tne united States wmy undividea

loyalty and allegiance, 1 have no aual citiszenship through any
act of acceptance upon individual part,

Therefore, 1 demand that you withdraw aud set aside the said
renunciation form which is repudiated,withdrawu. and revoxed by me.
As I do desire to rem&ain in the Uniteu States of america

and live a normal life with my family; I would like, if the

above request cannot possibly be fulfilled, a parole to prove that
I am not & dangerous person &as you might think | way be and can
and will remain as any pesaceful aAmericanm citizeu,

I wrote to Mr. EBnuis, of the Justice Departmeut about this
matter approximately four weeks ago, but I have not yet received
word from him,

I am ready and willing to unave this matter re-opened and a

hearing be granted me iu order to prove that sauid renunciation




form was signed when 1 was not a gree agent in any sense of the
words but was acting uunder duress and under menace, fraud aund

undue influence and mistake of fact and law.

1 respectfully reguest your immediate consideration of this
- &

urgent matter.,

Truly Yours,

Shige Kishiyama,

8005 -4




LEGATION OF SWITZERLAND
Washington 9, D.C.

Department of s
Japanese Interests September 15, 1945

Ref. No. V-13

Ben Kishiya ma
3305-A
- Tule Lake Center
Newell, Calif.

Dear Sir:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter
dated August 29, 1945, regarding cancellation of
application for repatriation to Japan of: yourself
and Shige Kishiyama.

Very Truly Yours,

LEGATION OF SWITZERLAND
Dept. of Japanese Interesets




DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 25
September 26, 1945

146-54-1621

My, Shige Kishiyama
3305-A

Tule Lake Center
Newell, California

Dear Mr, Kishiyama:

I have for re;ly your letter of August 27, 1945.

With reference to your statement thet you desire to
withdraw your renunciction of United States naticnality, you
are advised that no such procedure is possible. Under the law,
neither the Attorney Generzl nor any other official of this
Government has any authority whatsoever to permit you to re-
consider your action in renouncing United States netionality.
Immedietely upon the approvzl of your renuncisztion by the

Attorney General you ceased to be a United States n=ticral.

I regret the hardship to which you mzy now find
yourself exposed as & legal consequence of your renunciation.
It was to prevent such hardshio, vherever possible, thst a

heering was required prior to the approval of any renuncietion
applicetion.

Sincerely,

nis
emy Control Unit




S. Kishiyama
Mr. Wayne M. Collins 436 N. Virgil ave.
1721 Mills Tower Los Angeles 4, Calif.
San Francisco, Calif. August 3, 1946

Dear Sir:

I am forwarding my new permanent address and

also of my brother's, If you have any news on
the recent development of the test case, kindly

send a copy. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

S. Kishiyama,




CONFIDENTIAL Committee No.Z002

(For Use Only of My Attorney) Atty. No.

- —

Name (type or print) Shige Kishivama

Block No. 3305-A

Sex: Male ma_le Female

Age: __18  years Date of Birth: Month: 11 Day: 2 Year: 1926

Place of Birth: (City)_Los Angeles (County) LA State)_Calif.

Permanent Pssidence address at time of evacuation:_ 436 N. Virgil ave

—XLos Angeles, California

Occupation at time of evacuation: Student

Have vou "dual citizenship"® no

Did you ever have "dual citizenship"?__ none

If you have or have had dual citizenship, who registered you as

a dual citizen: no one When: never

Where: no where

Did you ever take any steps to cancel dual citizenship?__no

When: never Where: . no where

What steps were taken to cancel it? none

On what date did vou sien a form renouncing vour U, S, citizenship:
Approximately:
Month: February Day: 20 Year: 1945

Were vou under 21 years of are at the time vou signed that

renunciation form?_Yes, I was 18 years of age.

Was there a hearing officer present when you signed? yes

What was his name? Mr. Rostein

Did you nave a hesring on the matter st that time? yes

Did anyons reprssent you at that appearance or hearing?_ no

o~

sRResp Wit i U R b ady:

Did you ettend that hesring slone?__ yes If not, who went with

you? no one

Have vou received a letter approving your renunciation?__¥©S8

If you have, what date does it bear? April 17, 1945

On what date did you receive the letter of approval? Aug. 5, 1945

Who signed that letter of spproval?_Mr, Herbert Wechsler, Assistsnt

Attorney General. (Attach the letter of approval and the envelope.)

Did vou write a letter revoking your renunciation bafore vou received

a letter aporoving your renunciation? RO




If you did, what date did you send that letter in the Ui 8,

mail? none

/

Have you a copy of that letter? no

(If you hawe, annex it to this form)
Since receiving a letter from the Attorney General's office approv-
ing your renunciation, have you sent a letter to that office or

to the Attorney General revoking your renunc iation?__yes

What date did you send that letter revoking vour renunciation of

U, 8, citizenship?_September 26, 1945

(If you have a copy of that letter revoking your renunciation,

annex it to this form.)

Have you served in our military forces?_I°

If so, what date did you enroll?_never When were you

discharged or rclcased from military service?  ME¥EX nome

What tvpe of discharge did vou receive? none

What was vour last draft classification?___none

Did vou refusc to be drafted? none

Are you or have you ever been a member of thc Hoshi Dan, the Hokoku

Dan, Seinen Dan or similar orgenizations while in camup, either

becoming such bv intimidation, coercion, or otherwise? _never

Are your parents U, S, citizens? no

What are their names: none

Have they been released from detention? yes

Have they becn reclocated?___no

What members of your family, if any, arc sorving or have served in

the military forces of the U, 5.7 Pfc. Shin Kishiyama

Fort Louis, Washington

Have you registcred as an "allen" under the Alien Registration Act

of 19407 yes When: Oect. 18, 1945

23

Where: _Tule Lake Center Who was prescnt with you at that

time, if anyone?_Ben Kishiyama Were you represented by

anyone at that time?_no

Was any hcarine given to you at that time?___no

Who registered vou, if you know?

Did vou protcst registering as an alien?_yaiﬁ

-

Did you write vour protest on thc form?__yes

.Did you file a letter of protest with the rcgistering officer?

(If so,  annox a copy of the létter to this form,)




Have vou signed non-repatriation form asking to stay in W80  yes |

Have you filled out a Department of Justice Repatristion form asking

to be sent to Japan?__no If vou did, when?_never

Where: Before whom did vou appear to

sien that repatriation form?

Did anvone represent vou at that time or were vou alone 2.

Were vou given a hearine by anyone

on the question of signing the recpatriation form?

If so, by whom? e

Did you protest signing that Repatriation form?

Did you write the protest on the form?

Did you file a letter of protest with the registering officer at

the time you signed it?% =

What was the name of the officer present when you signed, if you

know?

When, if ever, did you fill out a repatriation form for W. R, A,

Socisl Welfare? Yes, approximately June 1943

When did vou send a letter cancelling that request? fug. 29, 1945
Do you own anv agricultural 1land, a home, or commerciel property in

the g B% . 1o If so, where? no where

The following space is for anv remarks vou care to write:

I am single and né&married. I have no children. I have one
member in my family, besides me, who renounced. Hls name 1s
Ben Kishivema, 22 years of age, and is my second to the oldest
brother.

Dated  Oct. 28, 1945

Shige Kishlvama

(Name)




" MEMEZRS :

o 1% :

ya—r Upon relocation will you kindly notify Mr.
1721 Mills Tower, San Franclaco, Ca
mation lmmediately:

eyne M. Collins,
lifornia, the following infor-

Name 0ld Address New Address

33054 436 N. Virgil ave.

Committee No.

(0X0]
Los Angeles 4, Calif.‘3 %
Your cooperation on the matter will be an

preciated.

DEFENSE COMIITTEE

LBk




