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GRaNa DA CavïkUîUTY'ANALYSIS REPORT NO. 2

Instructions from the Director to all Project Directors issued on kay lp

urged attention'to resistances to relocation, One of trie first tasks under- 
Granada,

taken by the/Community Analysis Section as soon as io had oeen established was 

to undertake; an examination into the causes of such resistances. After 

considerable discussion, and some preliminary training and trials of several 

methods of securing information on this topic, the Community Analysis Section 

decided that the most adequate and reliaole technique was to make up and 

secure replies to a simple'questionnaire on the subject. This questionnaire 

was carefully formulated, with especial attention to the following points:

Type of information .obtainable oy questionnaire (and those types of 
information better obtainable by other means were secured by those 
means, ’employed as supplementary to the questionnaire)

Language: Terminology was carefully tested to make sure that the meanings 
intended were universal— that is, that each idea used was understood . 
by everyone to mean practically the same thing,

The completed questionnaire in English was translated into Japanese 
language by an able translator, then submitted to two other persons 
who were adjudged competent, to check the translation for accuracy 
and for terminological identity with the meanings intended.

Instructions: The instructions placed on each questionnaire were carefully 
phrased and selected, with several revisions after successive field 
tests, , :

A considerable number of interviews'were held'prior to completion of the 
questionnaire to determine what points should be included for quanti­
tative measurement, and how they should be measured, ,After the question 
naire was fairly well set up, field tests were taken and two questions 
and the instructions were revised in the light of the results, A retest 
indicated that the difficulties were overcome,

a  trial tabulation of the field-tested preliminary forms was made to 
develop tabulation forms and check .on the tabulability of the several 
questions included,

Copies of the completed questionnaire are appended. It should be noted 

that they were bi-lingual— «English on one side, Japanese on the other— so that 

everyone caruld use whichever language he preferred, It is interesting to note 

that 50*6 of all answerh were on the side written in Japanese language,.
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(The percentage varied from 67,57? to 18.1 jo Japanese language in the 29 

blocks.) This may indicate roughly the percentage of residents of the center 

18 years old or older who use Japanese with greater facility and ease then they 

do English. (it does not indicate that this percentage do not understand or 

use English. A*any of them do, but this percentage may be assumed 'to under­

stand and use Japanese more easily.) (See Table I) The population 18 yê -rs 

old and older were approximately 5 issei and 5Cnisei, but the replies

indicated tnat a considerable number of nisei answered in Japanese language, 
of

and an equal number/issei used the English language side of the questionnaire.

The questionnaire was launched as carefully as it was constructed. To 

begin witn, it was made a cooperative enterprise— suggestions and criticisms 

were solicited from everyone, and incorporated in tne questionnaire. Only 

one suggestion made was not incorporated after thorough discussion because it 

was adjudged liable to provoke undesir«.ole rumors which would increase the 

difficulties of the Empq0yment Office. The whole matter we,s presented to the < 

Community Council -which was asked whether it felt that such a questionnaire 

was desirable, and requests for suggestions were made, Approval and suggestions 

Were both forthcoming, A similar presentation to the Block .Managers * Associa­

tion produced hearty approval and several suggestions. Block managers circulated 

the'mimeographed questionnaires, and collected them after they had-been filled
4 • . .

out. An estimated total of between 4000 and 4100 persons eighteen years of
age or over were in the Center at the time. This number has, been later more

accurately estimated on the basis of returns on a schedule used by the Employ-
*

ment Office on June 30 bo oe 4220* (Total number of persons in the' Center was

approximately 63OO at the time.) Completed usable returns numbered-2587-»

Table II shows the returns by blocks, classified according to sex, and nativity,
from persons over 18

The usable returns were thus approximately 6lp of the total possible returns/
■ we are ‘

«/assuming tnat persons under eighteen are not usually free agents, in' the .matter
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In order to  find.; out * .they* yAr'icua opiTiibns ..'of-^h.ef'e.i;'aduees.,...cnoncerTaxng,;. 
the re settlem ent quq&t.ioh-, ■■the, Amuch,e Community Analysis Sent ion-would 
ll^ e to have / on answer th e se ’ sk M i simp ie -questl oils * This • is  Merely to  ' 
find.'out the general public... opi-ndqp. .nonoerning th is  probltum.,. so please do 
not Write your.'name, address, or re f  ere Acht on th is  "sheet * " please f i l l  out 
your answers and re tu rn  to the tBlock. Inf opiation. Offic.e by June 21, 1945.

please check the" f 611 owihg f  7"""----- yy  iy ? cpy; I.s'sei' ■ ' tii'&ei ' -
Male Female'’ ' , '  ̂ 4 ■■ r 'T~'" ..7;ih .74'774410

Age c la s s if ic a t io n } • ■ 7
In which group do you belong? Cheek one*'■'

0 1 8  to  20. yrs* - .. . 0 3 0  to  58 yrs* Lj  45 to  64 yrs»
0 2 1  to  '29 y r s . (0.39 to  44 yrs* CJ 65 and older

1* At the present time are you employed within the cen ter?
Check one » NoO Ye's 0  4' Attending High' School? Q  Night School For

Adult? 70
2* Are you interested , in  leaving the center? . 7

Check one. lid-O Yes Cj ' -

. If  YES, when?
: ; ^ R ight now '

0  Within a few months 7 - 7 "  ' ■
0  After the war ends
□  Not u n til we must leave • - \ 1 \
Q  Undecided '* 4 '4 - 7

3* Why are you h esitan t about resettlem en t? * , ;.y
please check each reason th a t makes you h e sita te *
7 ' 0 Lack of-enough money .... 222 ^ ‘tW£

0  La'ck of or oper ’ -living quarter s ■*''w f ™
L-!Uncertainty of public sentiment outside 
i_J Lack of a b il i ty  to  use English, well'- enough ■

, Q  Family t ie s  and re sp o n sib ilitie s  ■' • ' V . : :
0  Lack of information regarding cost, of liv in g , liv in g  cond itions,

,, kind of opp ortu n ities, e tc*
'D  Aack of 7 confide .nee in; making-a reasonably s a tis fa c to ry  'living  
O  Lack of confidence in estab lish in g  a secure future 0
O  Due to  poor h ealth  conditi on

■ Q  Old'age _ y ;  .. : : 7 :;;;,0 r0 y :!w1
If you have any other reasons, p lease"w rite  in th is  space*

4* What was your occupation previous to evacuation? 
(please be sp e c ific )

What business or occupation' do you have in mindvfor the future?.

|| Do you have property or business connections in C alifornia or elsewhere 
th a t  would help you get "started  in "this line in the future? ;

" Uhepk- ■:und!* ' | - No 0  ’7 "Ays 07,
Are you in terested  in  S ettin g ’ up your7 business|lip A new lo c a lity ?
If. so, where? „ (s ta te  and iplace) | | 1; f#

■In what... kind o f .a  .community? c l ty  HI town I,. ! country Li 
i f  n o t, why not? ' y7 . ‘ ■ '■ p

6‘, Jf  legal re s tr ic t io n s  .and Army reg u lation s could- be removed, would ycu7- 
-■ return  to  the state ., or community in yp 1 on; you. used to  liv e?

Check one j No C" Yes o : "
If  YES, when?

Q R igh t now
□  v<it hin a few months ’ ; . 7 .
0  A fter the war

.?* Would you lik e  to 's ta y  in a; center lik e  th is  "for -the r e s t  -of -your ¿Life*! 
Check One > No O  Yes LJ 
Any Remarks or Suggestions;

u , 0 i N O ll  i  I S NP L. E • A S’. E





TABLE I - 2587 REPLIES TO AMACHE RELOCATION QUESTIONNAIRE, JUNE 24, 1943, 
SHOWING WHETHER WRITTEN IN JAPANESE OR ENGLISH LANGUAGE, BY BLOCKS

BLOCK
NUMBER IN 
ENGLISH

NUMBER IN 
JAPANESE

PERCENTAGE IN 
ENGLISH

PERCENTAGE IN 
JAPANESE

ALL 1277 1310 49.4 50.6

6E 22 42 34.4 65.6
6F 31 37 45*6 54.4
6G 55 50 52,4 47,6
6H 51 60 45.9 54*1
7E 45 74 37.8 62*2
7F 34 56 37.8 62.2
7G . 50 54 48.1 51.9
7H 36 33 52,2 47.8
7K 31 34 47.7 52.3
8E 25 29 46.3 53.7
8F 30 32 48*4 51.6
8G 29 38 43*3 56.7
8K 25 52 32.5 67.5
9E 56 59 48.7 51.3
9H 42 70 37.5 62,5
9K 57 38 60.0 40.0
9L 53 48 52.5 47.5
10E 36 66 35.3 64.7
10H 45 43 51.1 48.9
11E 30 31 49.2 50.8
11F 95 21 85.9 18.1
11G 80 43 65.O 35.0
11H 51 63 44.7 55-3
1IK 53 50 51.5 48.5
12E 40 45 47.1 52.9
12F 42 29 59.2 40.8
12 G 53 29 64*6 35.4
12H 28 52 ' 35.0 65.0
12 K 52 32 61.9 28.1



TABLE II
USABLE RETURNS FROM RELOCATION QUESTIONNAIRES
CIRCULATED JUNE 1S-27.194-3,GRANADA RELOCATION 

CENTER,BY BLOCK, SEX AND NATIVITY.

BLOCK MALE FEMALE TOTAL
Issei Nisei Is sei Nisei Issei Nisei Male Fem. All

> 6E 26 11 15 12 41 23 37 27 64
6F 24 11 17 16 41 27 35 33 68
6G 30 2,9 23 23 53 52 59 46 105
6H 38 18 23 32 61 50 56 35 111
7E 35 28 28 28 63 56 63 56 119
7F 27 18 23 22 50 40 45 .45 90
7C 53 13 23 15 76 28 66 38 104
7H 27 12 10 20 37 32 39 30 69
7K 25 7 19 14 44 21 32 33 65
8E 19 10 10 15 29 25 29 25 54
8F 23 11 16 12 39 23 34 28 62
-8G 18 6 19 24 37 30 24 43 67
8K 27 8 30 12 57 20 35 42 77
9E 39 22 28 26 67 48 61 54 115
9H 39 17 31 25 70 42 56 56 112
9K 27 17 29 22 56 39 44 51 95
9L 29 15 25 32 54 47 44 57 101
10E 36 17 29 20 65 37 53 49 102
10H 30 15 22 21 52 36 45 43 88
H E 26 9 12 14 38 23 35 26 61
11F 44 20 ' 28 24 72 44 64 52 .116
11G 33 21 35 34 68 55 54 69 123
11H 35 19 24 36 59 55 54 60 114
11K 30 19 26 28 56 47 49 54 103
12E 31 91 22 23 53 32 40 45 85
12F 17 . 14 17 23 34 37 31 40 71
12 G 20 16 18 28 38 44 36 46 82
12H 28 10 23 19 51 29 38 42 80
12K 27 16 17 24 44 40 43 41 84

863 438 642 644 I5O5 1082 1301 1286 2587
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of relocation#) Some blocks made much more adequate returns than others, but 

the populations of the various blocks differed# Table III shows the percentage 

of each population group which replied to the relocation questionnaire by blocks# 

These percentages are based upon estimates of each population group derived from 

all readily available information including the more complete returns of the 

Employment Schedule# It shows the variation in representativeness of the 

sample in details* In spite of some weak spots, the sample secured is apparently 

both validly representative and also adequate to reflect public opinion and 

■community attitudes concerning the topic# The male nisei are somewhat under- 

represented, (with 16*9% of all replies) and the male issei somewhat overrepre­

sented, ( with 33*4$ of all replies.) This reflects the perponderance of male 

nisei among the resettlers, but it also indicates a tendency on the part of the 

male issei to assume responsiblity for making known the family attitudes on 

public questions, and the hesitance of the male nisei to assume such respon— 

siblities when the father is -'present as the head of the family# It also re­

sults from lapk of interest on the part of some nis ei males, The females 

were equally balanced between issei {24*8%) and nisei (24.9$). Since the 

males are slightly preponderant in the entire population, it may be that the 

females are slightly over-represented, but if so the degree -is very small#

A H  in all the replies and their distribution among the various age, sex,and 

nativity groups differed only slightly from the distribution of the total 

population eighteen years old and over—  by not more than 20% in the most ex­

treme cases ’and less than 5% deviation in the great majority. It is felt 

therefore that the sample of replies secured is fairly representative of the

entire population, subject to the limitations mentioned*

Taking each question in turn, we may describe and analyze the returns briefly# 

In answer to the first question nArd you employed in the center?’* 28%, chiefly 

housewives and older issei, answered that they were not, while 67% replied that



ISSEI

TABLE IV. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONNAIRE ON RESSTTLEfcSNT, RETURNED BY 2587 AMACHE RESIDENTS 
JUNE 24> 1943* BY AGE, SEX, -AND NATIVITY, IN PERCENTAGE•

MALES
NISEI

FEMALES
ISSEI NISEI TOTAL

AGE

T$TAL BY AGE

i; NOT EMPLOYED IN CENTER 
EMPLOYED IN CENTER 
ATTENDING SCHOOL

2. ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEAVING THE CENTER?
' NO
YES
IF YES, WHEN?

- RIGHT NOW 
, AFTER A FEW MONTHS 
AFTER THE WAR ENDS
UNDECIDED
NOT UNTIL WE MUST LEAVE

3. WHY ARE YOU HESITANT ABOUT RESETTLEMENT?
A. LACE OF ENOUGH MONEY
B. LACK OF PROPER LIVING QUARTERS
C. UNCERTAINTY 'OF PUBLIC SENTIMENT
D. DIFFICULTY IN USING ENGLISH
E. FAMILY TIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
F. LACK OF INFORMATION
G. LACK CONFIDENCE IN TAKING A LIVING
H. LACK CONFIDENCE IN ESTABLISHING A SECURE FUTURE
I. POOR HEALTH 
J • OLD AGE
OTHER REASONS DECRIBED BELOW*

4. WILL FOLLOW LATER '

»21-* *30- *39- »45- t65--•18- »21- »30- *39- •45-t *18- *21- »30- '39- •45- %65--»18- »21- »30- *39- *45-T ISSEI ; NISEI MALE FEMALE ALL
29 38 44 64 20 29 38 44 64 20 29 38 44 64 20 29 38 44 64

.1 1.9 4*4 19.9 7.0 3.6 7.9 4.2 1.1 .5 .3 .3 2.5 5.8 14.6 1*7 5*0 14*7 4;i .5 *3 58*2 - 41 ¿8 50*3 49.7 100.0

10*4 5.2 12.6 33 .5 12,8 9.3 11.4 14.3 8.3 71.4 36*9 31.1 48 *4 79a 22 i 5 41.3 55*7 . 46.2 50*0 28.6 - 28.0 14.2 42*6 . 28.3
66.7 89.6 87.8 81.6 58.8 78.7 85.3 81.9 71.4 100.0 28.6 53*8 66.2 44*4 14*0 72*9 57*4 48*1 - 38.5 .50.0 65.4 K. 68.2 79*9 , 53-a , 66*6

2.1 5.2 1.2 2.0 2.9 11.1 1.3 7.7 12*5 ■ 2*5 3*6 1.9 4.0 , 3*0

33.3 31.3 37.4 42,3 42 .3 I3.8 15.2 27.6 17.9 25 .0 11*1 42.9 52*3 46.4 46.3 53 .5 17.8 19.2 27*4 23.1 25*0 . 43*9 19-5 33.4 33-*9 33*7
66.7 62,5 60.9 55.5 39 *6, 81.9 81.4 68*6 67.9 41 .7 11*1 57*1 4I .5 53.0 48.1 44 *2 82.9 79*7 72*6 69.2 ,50.0 51.3 , 77*5 6l*4 63*2 * 62 A3

3.3 4.2 2*6 1.0 10.6 12.3 11.4 21.4 14*3 3 a 2*0 1.3 9 #3 11*1 7*5.• 7*7 1.5 10.7 4#9 5.8 . 5*3
33.3 6.3 1.7 1.6 .5 23.4 10.3 8.6 3.6 11.1 1*5 *7 1*3 2*3 17.8 11*8 6*6 1*6 11 #8 M  5 ¿2 * 6*3 * 5*9

33.3 31.3 39.0 35 n • ( 11.7 21.6 12.4 7.1 25 .0 14.3 18*5 34^4 31.7 27 19 14*7 16*8 20.8 30*8 37*5 34*2 17*1 32.I 24-.0 , 27.1
20.8 36.5 25.O 22 .5 36.2 41.2 41.9 32.I 33 .3 11.1 28*6 30.8 37.5 30*2 I6;t3 41 ¿9 43*2 39.6 38*5 37.5 27.6 40.9 . 30.5 . 35.8 <33 ¿2
16,7 9.6 8.3 8 .2 4.3 3.9 8.6 10.7 8.3 11. i 1 14.3 9.2 10*6 2a 9*3 4.7 4.7 9.4 15.4 : 7.4 5*6 , 7.8 5v5 * : 6Î7
66,7 76*5 69.5 61 .0 53.2 64.2 67.6 67.9 41 .7 44.4 70.8 71*5 65 a 51 ¡2 58.9 68*7 67*0 76*9 62.5 • 6 7.'8 64.6 66.5 66.4 . 66*4
45 ,8 43.5 43.3 35 .7 38.3 42.2 45.7 50.0 25 .0 71*4 47.7 51*0 45.5 30,.2 41.1 47.9 52*8 38*5 .75 .'0 43L.7 . 45.2 42.0 . 46*7 44*579.2 80,0 76.3 65 .4 57.4 62.3 74.3 71.4 75.0- 11.1 71*4 69*2 78.8 68*3 53.*5 58*9 62 *1 67.0 .76.9 87.5 - 72,, 6 63*6 ,71*3 . 66*4 68.8
33.3 36.5 3 8.8 39 .6 4.3 10.3 10.5 7.1 8.3 14.3 36.9 53*0.,49*2 39.►5 5*4 8*9 . 17.0-, 7*7 12.5 35*7 ' 8:3 28.4 * 20..1 . 28.5

33.3 47.9 49.6 42.3 28 .6 35.1 44 • 1 *54.3 46.4 33 .3 11.1 57.1 47*7 61*6 39-9 20,*9--. 38.0 4 ia 43 *4 •30*8-12.5 48*6 * 32.6 41*5 « 42*4 >30*1
56.3 64.3 62.7 50.0 38*3 39.7 5O .5 50.0 33 .3 11,.1 57*1 61*5 68*2 56*3 53.*5 38*8 41 #6 .. 52,8 .69.2 62.5 53*1 ... 43.1 46.3 « 5I .5 52.8
52.1 51.3 50.9- 47 •3 39.4 31.9 •42.9 57.1 41,*7 42*9 52 A3 57-0 48.9 30,*2 31*8 35.5 50*0 .30.8 75.0 50.0 „ 38.2. 45*8 , 44.3 44.8
25.0-46.1 47.4 46 .2 41.5 28.4 *35.2 39*3 41 .7 28.6 46.2 49 .'7,46.0 32, 23*3 27*1 ,37*7 .46.2 ,62*5 45*7 30*9 41.7 - 37.2 39.5

7.0 20.8 30,.2 6.4 3.4 . 5.7 1403 11 .1 7.7 18.-5 29 a 46, .8 5*3 7*5 .23*1 25.0 . 22.2 5.3 14*8 . 15*4 15.1
1.7 23.3 61,.0 1.1 .5 25 .0 14.3 1.5 3 A3 25.-4 62,;8 , A3 37.5 24>1 *8 18.3 . 10.4 14*4

5. HAVE PROPERTY OR BUSINESS CONNECTIONS TO START OVER
IN THIS LINE? - NO 33*3 75.0 59-1 56,8 61.5 77.7 67*6 62.9 67.9 50.0 22.2 71.4 67.7 64a  64.0 65 a 74.4 74 a 52 A3 76.9 75,0 62.3 69*5 63.2 67.5 65*3

YES 8.3 24,3 23,9 26.9 16.0 27,9 22.9 25,0 3,3 28.6 15,4 21.9 20.4 20*9 9,3 15.5 22.6 23 a 22.3 18.7 23.7 17.8 20.7
CITY 14.6 5-2 4,9 2.7 9*6 13,2 15,2 14,3 25.0 14,3 1*5 1.3 5*0 7.0 3 a 8.9 10.4 25.0 4*6 10 a 7.8 6.0 6.9
TOWN 33*3 6.3 3,5 1.2 1.1 4.3 .3,9 7.6 3-6 1*5 2.0 1.1 2.3 ' 3*1 2. 6 5,7 7.7 1.7 3.9 2.8 2.3 2.6
COUNTRY 2.1 8.7 6.8 9.9 3*2 7,8 9*5 10,7 7,7 6.0 4.5 9-3 3*1 5*0 6*6 5.5 7.4 4.8 6.1

IF RESTRICTIONS & ARMY REGULATIONS COULD BE REMOVED
WOULD YOU RETURN TO YOUR FORMER COIJMUNITY?

NO 2.1 3.5 5.0 7a 6.4 10.8 5*7 10.8 u a 3*1 6.0 2.9 #2 h 8.5 12.6 6.6 4,5 9.5 6*2 7.0 6.6
YES 66.7 89*6 93*9 90.7 72.5 84.0 77.5 91.4 71.4 66.7 L U I 100.0 89.2 93.4 86.5 95.3 84.5 81.8 93*4 100.0 50.0 • • 88.2 82.9 85.5 86.4 86.1

RIGHT -NOW 16.7 13.9 9,5 6,0 25 «5 25.O 21.0 28.6 8.3 14.3 7.7 7.3 10.6 16 A3 12.4 16.8 17.0 38.5 12.5 9.8 19,4 14.6 13 a 13.8
IN A FEW MONTHS 33.3 12,5''10,4 3.7 2„7 8.5 11.3 17.1 3.6' 8.3 14.3 7.7 2.6 4.8 4*6 10.1 11.8 17.9 I5.4 4,9 12.1 7.3 8.5 7.9
AFTER THE WAR 56*3 64.3 76.3 59*9 44.7 39.2 49.5 32 a 50.0

000

71.4 64.6 73.5 67.2 67.4 52.7 51.8 50.0 46 *2

0•0UA 68.2 47.8 58,9 60*5 59.7
WOULD YOU LIKE TO STAY IN A 'CENTER LIKE THIS THE , .

REST OF YOUR LIFE? NO,

0•001—1 93.8 94.8 89.1 80 „2 92.6 87.7 94.3 100,0 75.0 100 éO 100,0 90.8 90.7 88.4 93*7 92.2 94.7 96.2 100 aO 75*0 89.3 92.6 89.5 91*9 90,7
YES .4 1.6 1.1 2.0 1.0 1.3 2.1 2;3 .8 . 8 ■ .9 1.1 1.0 ft 0 1.2 1.0

OTHER REASONS GIVEN UNDER QUESTION 3:

FN 30-38 SINCE WE HAVE MANY STALL CHILDREN, IF WE .' 
ARE NOT GUARANTEED A LIVING OUTSIDE.IT 
WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO LEAVE,

MI 45.64 I HAVE MANY STALL CHILDREN. WE PAVE NO 
GUARANTEE OVER SAFETY.

FI 45-64 AM WIFE OF INTERNES NOW, HELD IN NEW 
MEXICO, HAVE SIGNED TO JOIN HIM IN 
TEXAS.

TIN 18—20 I AM Aim” INVALID.
MI 30-38 DUE TO THE FACT THAT JAPANESE AREN*T 

TREATED SQUALLY AS THE OTHER MINORITY 
RACES.

MN 18-20 TOO ¡.ANY PEOPLE TAKE ADVANTAGE OVER US BY 
WORKING US TOO CHEAP.

MN 21-29 BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT PROVIDES TOO LITTLE 
SECURITY TO THOSE WHO GO OUT AND BECAUSE 
JOBS SEEM ALMOST ALWAYS TO BE THOSE OF THE 
DOMESTIC CLASS-.

MN 2.1-29 HAVE OWN * RANCH IN CALIFORNIA: ANYTIME I AM 
ALLOWED TO GO BACK I WILL LEAVE THE CENTER.

FN 21-29 I THINK AS THE GOVERNMENT THOUGHT FIT TO PUT US HERE, NOW IT IS UP TO THEM TO KELP US TO ESTABLISH OURSELVES AS BEFORE. .
MN 18-20 DUE TO JOBS OF LOW PAY— COST OF LIVING IS TOO HIGH.
MN 21-29 WITH THE VARIOUS TAXES A p  THE HIGHER COST OF LIVING, IT IS RELATIVELY HERD TO MAINTAIN A STANDARD OF LIVING ' EQUIVALENT TO ONE RACK HOME WITH THE 

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES OFFERED SO FAR.
MI 3O-44 IN ORDER TO START A SUCCESSFUL FARM, ONE MUST TEST THE SOIL FOR AT EAST 2 OR 3 YEARS AND DURING THAT TIDE ONE MUST LIVE» THEREFORE I AH LACKING 

IN CAPITAL. .
MI 45-^4 DUE TO EVACUATION, I HAVE. LOST EVERYTHING I BUILT UPON SWEAT AND BLOOD: THEREFORE I HAVE LOST MY FAITH AND CONFIDENCE IN MAKING A LIVING FOR THE 

FUTURE.
1 ;■. :> • ■' .. ’ •

REPLIES TO QUESTION: »WHY CAN YOU NOT TRANSFER YOUR BUSINESS TO A NEW LOCALITY?»

MN 21-29 
MIT 21-29

WITH CONDITIONS AS THEY ARE, THE RISK OF ONE'S CAPITAL ARE TOO GREAT TO* THINK OF INVESTING IN NEW LOCALITIES AND BUSINESS.
I' HAVE PLANS TC START A BUSINESS BUT I AM LACKING IN CAPITAL, AITD DUE TO EVACUATION, I LOST MOST OF MY PROPERTY. I WOULD LIKE THE GOVERNMENT TO 
GUARANTEE SAFETY | *
LACK OF PROPER EQUIPMENT AND NOT ENOUGH CAPITAL TO FINANCE BUSINESS.
AFTER LEAVING ALL THAT WE OWNED WITH FRIENDS, I WOULD RATHER GO BACK WHERE WE GAME FROM.
LACK OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING UNFAMILIAR PLACES.



TABLE V. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONNAIRE ON' RESETTLEMENT, RETURNED BY 2587 AMACHE RESIDENTS
JUNE 2A,1943, BY AGE, SEX, AND NATIVITY.

ISSEI
DIALES

NISEI ISSEI
FEMALES

NISEI TOTAL

AGE »21- *30- *39- *45- »65— *18- *21- »30- *39- »45-1 
29 38 44 64 20 29 38 44 64

»18- *21- *30- »39- ?45~ »65—  *18- *21- »30- *39- *45-’ 
20 29 38 44 64 20 29 38 44 64

ISSE NISEI MALE FELAIS ALL

TOTAL BY AGE

1 . NOT EMPLOYED IN CENTER 
EMPLOYED IN CENTER 
ATTENDING SCHOOL

2. ARE IN INTERESTED IN LEAVING THE CENTER?
NO
YES
IF YES, WHEN?
RIGHT NOW 
AFTER A FEW MONTHS 
AFTER THE WAR ENDS 
UNDECIDED
NOT UNTIL WE MUST LEAVE

3. WHY ARE YOU HESITANT ABOUT RESETTLEMENT?
A. LACK OF ENOUGH MONEY
B. LACK OF PROPER LIVING QUARTERS
C. UNCERTAINLY OF PUBLIC SENTIlvENT
D. DIFFICULTY IN USING ENGLISH
E. FAMILY TIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
F. LACK OF INFORMATION
G. LACK CONFIDENCE IN MAKING A LIVING
H. LACK CONFIDENCE IN ESTABLISHING A SECURE FUiJRE
I. POOR HEALTH 
J • OLD ASa
OTHER REASONS DECRIBED BELOW*

4. WILL FOLLOW LATER

5. HAVE PROPERTY OR BUSINESS CONNECTIONS TO START OVER 
IN THIS LINE?

CITY
TOWN
COUNTRY

6* IF RESTRICTIONS & ARMY REGULATIONS COULD BE REMOVED
WOULD YOU RETURN TO YOUR FORI

WOULD YOU LIKE TO STAY IN A 
REST OF YOUR LIFE?

COMMUNITY?
NO 
YES

RIGHT NOW 
IN A FEW MONTHS 
AFTER THE WAR

CENTER LIKE THIS THE 
NO 
YES

OTHER REASONS GIVEN UNDER QUESTION 3:
MN 18-20 VERY DISCOURAGED m r r m
FI 45-64 MY ONLY SON IS IN COLLEGE NOW, I CANNOT DECIDE 

ANYTHING ABOUT THE FUTURE TIL HE GRADUATES.
MN 18-20 AMERICA, A MELTING POT OF ALL RACES IS A DEMO­

CRATIC Na t i o n , w h y in the world d o they h a v e .
TO PICK ON A SMALL MINORITY (JAPANESE). THE 
POLITICIANS ARE OUT TO RUIN THE NAMES 0* Thu, 
JAPANESE. IT IS THEY, THE POLITICIANS WHO ARE 
WRECKING THE LIVES OF INNOCENT LOYAL JAPANESE 
AMERICANS. UNTIL THESE THINGS COULD BE STOP­
PED, THIS COUNTRY IS HOT A TRUE DEMOCRATIC

MN 21-29 I WAS OUT ON AN INDEFINITE LEAVE BUT I HAD TO 
RETURN TO CAMP BECAUSE OF MY 'WIFE’S CONDITION 
EXPECTING SOON. IT WAS DIFFICULT TO FIND A 
SUITABLE HOUSING FOR MY FAMILY.

MN 21-29 OUR STATUS AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN HAS NOT BEeN
RESTORED TO.US FULLY BY THE MILITARY AUTHORITY»«

liN 21-29 LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY— DON ’ T 
CARS TO BE KICKED AROUND AND DRIVEN OUT' AGAIN 
FROM NEW LOCALITY, WHEN RESETTLED.

48 II5 515 182

5 6 65 61
43 101 420 107
1 6

15 43 218 77
30 70 286 72
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IQ
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2 43 108 467 132 79 158 96 20 8 1 ' n / 58

8 16 49 11 24 51 22 8 1 1 5
1 6 12 19 5 8 24 18' 1 1 1 5

27 74 367 109 42 80 52 0y 6 9 5 42
3 45 IO9 459 146 87 179 99 28 9 9 7 592 q 1 4 1

MN 30-38 I’VE NURSED AND PREPARED MY FUTURE WELL BEING FOR 13
NOW, I HAVE TO START STUDYING TO1 PREPARE MYSELF FOR .

MI 45-64 THE •GOVERNMENT IS ALWAYS CHANGING ITS POLICIES, Aim 1
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5I5
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1020
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638'
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899
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334
363

938
335
69
25
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1327
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73
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I344
16

1082

303
738
39

211
-839

116
128
I85
443
61

69°
494
6S8
100
453
466
407
334
57
9

752
202
110
42
59

103
897
210
131
517

1002
11

I3OI

185
1039
25

435
799

64
68

391
397
102

865
552
930
369
540
703
600
543
193
238

822
308
102
37
96
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1113
190
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766

1164
11
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548
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52

436
813

74
84
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71

854
600
851
369
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662
560
479
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134^

868
229
77
30
62

90
.1111
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109
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1182
16

•733
1722

77

871
1612

138
152
700
858
173

1719
II52
1781
738

1085
1365
II60
1022
391
372

I69O
537
179
67

158

• 171 
2224 
358 
204 

1544

2346
27

CANNOT SEE THROUGH THE SITUATION TO MAKE A SATIS-
BI THEIR ATTITUDE AND SYMPATHY TOWARDS US.

MI j 45-64 THE REAL REASON BEHIND IT HESITANCY IS THAT WE HAVE NO GUARANTEE OF SAFETY FOR OUR LIFE.
FACTORY LIVING. % f f w

MN 30-38 BECAUSE WS ARE GETTING TOO MUCH PUBLICITY AS JAPS AND NOT AS AMERICANS.
REPLIES;TO QUESTION: »WHY CAN YOU NOT TRANSFER YOUR BUSINESS TO A NEW LOCALITY?”

FN 21-29 I AM UNABLE TO SET UP MY OWN AGENCY UNDER THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES.
ir 1 ^  FR0M CALIF0 NIA> 1 D0WfT ANYTHING ABOUT THE CLIMATE OR SOIL OF ANY OTHER PLACE. I DON’T THINK I CAN MAKS A GO OF IT
F L 30-33 I DON’T WANT TO SUFFER THE HARDSHIP WE WENT THROUGH DURING EVACUATION AGAIN.
FN 30-38 LACK OF MONEY, CHILDREN TOO YOUNG.
MI 45-64 I’D RELOCATE ANYWHERE, JUST SO THE CLIMATE AND SOIL IS GOOD.

GENERAL \ COMMENTS:
Mli39-44 THE PRESENT CAMP LIFE WITH ITS SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT IS UNFITTING FOR THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN.
KF 21-29 IF THE GOVERNMENT PROVIDES SUFFICIENT SUM IN ORDER FOR RESETTLEMENT, WS WILL BE GLAD TO RESETTLE INTO NORMAL LIFE 
MI 45-64 GOD WILL DO JUSTICE.
Ml!65- Kl/S ARE SPENDING MEANINGLESS DAYS IN CAMP. I AM PRAYING FOR THE DAY OF PEACE TO ARRIVE.



Figure 1. Percentage of 2537 Amache Residents Vftio Answered 
That They were Interested in Leaving the Center,

By Age Groups, Nativity, end Sex.

Total - -— —

Male Issei Female Issei —

líala Nisei Female Nisei



Figure 2. Percentage Of 2587 Attache Residents 
Who Answered Vflien They Wanted To Leave the 

Center For Resettlement.

PERCENTAGE



Figure 3* Percentage Of 2$87 Amache Residents 
Who Answered "When They Wanted To Leave the 

Center For Resettlement, By Nativity»
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Figure 4. Percentage Of 2537 Amache Residents Wh.o 
Answered When They Wanted To Leave the 

Center For Resettlement By Sex.

’PERCENTAGE

T H E  INDICATED
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After a Few Months

Not Until ¥e Must Leave

After the War Ends
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group seem to feel the urge*

The hignest percentage of nnot interested in leaving1* ■ replies occurred''among 

the issei females, probably due to the fact that many of them want security for 

their minor children. In the 3C-*3̂  years group 52*3^ were not interested in 

leaving, and in all female issei groups except those below 20, more than 

wer£ not interested in leaving.

Although the great majority of Center residents are interested in leaving 

the Center, comparatively few of them (5»3^) are interested in leaving at the 

present time, or even within a few months (5*9/0» Only 11.2$? or 290 are ready 

to go at once or shortly, and most of these 2^0 are nisei, 23.51° of the nisei, 

as compared with 3*I$> hf the issei declared themselves ready to go out at once 

or within a few months. Moreover,only 27.16fa of the totad report that they will 

leave after the war ends. 33*2$? reported themselves as undecided whether or 

when to leave. On the other hand, only 6,770 stated that-they would not'leave 

the Center until they had to, whether that were after the war ends or before it 

closes, 2l.8$> did'not commit themselves on this point. Apparently they were 

less reluctant to take a definite stand for or against relocation as a general 

principle (96'¡a answered V esif or i:non) than to specify a certain date or even a 

state of undecidedness, noout ten percent mor^ nisei than issei were willing 

to commit themselves, the percentage oeing higher in each class of reply except 

the one nnot until we must leave,n * In this issei males 30-3^ years old exceeded 

all groups, (16.Jyo) with nisei females 39-U4 years a close second (15.^).and 

issei females 21-29 years a close thit’d (l^,3p)* All three of these groups are 

small in number and the high percentages may oe due to mere chance, however,- 

Significantly more of the females are undecided than of the males (36¡o vs,

30.5̂ )» but fewer females recorded themselves as satisfied to wait until the 

end of the war (2U$> of females, 32$> of males), and more want to leave at once 

or soon (12,31° vs*. 10,l?o of the males). Perhaps this desire to leave is
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prompted by the fact that brothers and husbands of a number of females are 

already out. They may still he here because they lack finances or confidence 

and initiative, because they are burdened with small children, or because they 

are held back oy their parents who consider that it would be unladylike cr un­

safe for them to go out alone, or because the parents want to keep the comfort 

of some of their children around them, when the boys have gone out,

"TShy Áre You Hesitant Aoout Resettlement?11

The third question asked ’’Why are you hesitant about resettlement?" This 

effort to draw out the reasons for staying in the center elicited some informa­

tive replies, enabling us to measure the relative strength of several listed 

obstacles to resettlement. These obstacles were carefullyss&lcótád from amoag 

all those known, as probably the most frequently and strongly felt, on the basis 

of a series of preliminary interviews. Space was left for writing in additional 

reasons, and some of the comments written in this space are exceedingly reveal­

ing of attitudes— perhaps more so than are the checked answers. The charts which 

follow this page show clearly the relative frequency witn which each reason was 

checked, for.the total population, by sex, by nativity, and by sex and nativity 

combined. It should be noted that in general, the pattern of the total popula­

tion is followed by the subdivisions mentioned, with certain outstanding ex­

ceptions.

Uncertainty of Public Sentiment

6¥¡o of the total are hesitant because of their uncertainty concerning public 

sentiment outside, Tnis factor is largely one of re-education. Letters received 

from resettlers in the eastern United States, and newspaper reports and editori­

als in that area, indicate, as Mr, Myer reported in his speech here,that attitudes 

almost without exception are favorable to resettlers. No untoward incidents 

have been authentically reported which would indicate that .evacuees have



Figure 5« Percentage Of 2587 Amache Residents Replying to the 
Questionnaire on Relocation "Who Checked Each of The Following Reasons

For Their Hesitation About Resettlement*

Reasons

Uncertainty of Public Sentiment

Lack of Money

Lack of Information

Lack Confidence in Making a Living

Lack o'f Proper Living Quarters

Lack Confidence in Establishing a 
Secure Future

Family Ties and Responsibilities

Difficulty in Using English

Poor Health 

Old Age

Percentage



Figure 6 „Percentage Of 2587 Amaehe Residents Replying to the Questionnaire 
On Relocation Who Checked Each Of The Following Reasons For Their 

Hesitation About Resettlement (#3) By Nativity.
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Figure 7. Percentage Of 2587 Mâche Residents Replying to the Questionnaire 
On Relocation TSho Checked Each Of The Following Reasons For Their 

Hesitation About Resettlement (#3) By Sex.

reasons

Uncertainty Of Public Sentiment

lack Of Money

Lack Of Information

lack Confidence in Making a Living

Lack Of Proper Living Quarters

Family Ties and Responsibilities

Lack Confidence in Establishing a 
Secure Future
Difficulty in Using English 

Poor Health
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Figure S; Percentage of'2587 Araache Residents Replying to thg 
Questionnaire on Relocation Who Checked Each of the Follovdng 
Reasons for Hesitation About Resettlement (#3) by Nativity & oex

PERCENTAGE
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FIGURE 9. PERCENTAGE OF 2587 AMACHE RESIDENTS REPLYING TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON 
RELOCATION WHO CHECKED EACH OF THE STATED REASONS FOR THEIR HESITATION ABOUT RESETTLEMENT, BY AGE.
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Table VI* Percentage of Each Age Group of Attache Residents 

'Who Checked Each Given Reasons for Hesitation to Resettle, June 24, 194-3

.Age Groups 18-20 21-29 30-38 • 39-44 45—64 64-

1* Lack of Money 56.0 66*8 67*9 73.3 67.3 5 9 .1

2 o* Lack of Proper Living Quarters 38.4 46*0 48*5 51.1 44.4 34.7
3« Uncertainty of Public Sentiment 56.7 62.0 71.6 78,5 79.0 6 3 .1

4, Difficulty in Using English 4 .7 9*4 21.3 40*7 41.3 39.5
5« Family Ties amd Responsiblities 35-8 42*3 ¿8.5 54.4 ¿0 .1 27.1
6* Lack of Information 37*5 ¿0.9 52.7 65*1 59.7 50*7
7v Lack of Confidence in Making a 

Living
33.6 34.2 ¿8.5 54.6 50.2 44.0

8, Lack of Confidence in Establishing 29 *7 
a Secure Future

27.2 43.2 47.2 47.0 . ¿3 .6

9« Poor Health 3*4 4*5 5*9 14.0 24.0 33.3

H O « Old Age .4 •5 .4 2*3 24.3 61.3
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Table VII* Percentage of 2587 Amache Residents 

Of the Stated Reasons For Hesitating About Resettlement
li/ho Checked Each > By Sex and Nativity.

Male Female
Is sei Nisei Issei Nisei TOTAL

- 1 , Lack of Money 68.3 62.3 66.0 65.7 66.4
2, Lack of Proper Living Quarters AI *7 43.3 45.6 46.9 44.5

oD o Uncertainty of Public Sentiment 74.4 65.0 69.1 6 2 .1 68.8/•Difficulty in Using Ehglish 3 8 .2 8 .8 47.2 9.6 28.5
5 cFamily Ties and Responsibilities 39.7 44.5 44.3 38.2 38.1Ö «ftLack of Information 59.7 42.6 58.8 43.2 52.8

7 *Lack of Confidence in Making a Living 50.0 37.9 49.2 37.1 44.8
Bo Lack of Confidence in Establishing a 

Secure Future 45.5 33.9 45.2 28.6 39.5

9» Poor Health 19.7 5.2 25.1 5.3 15.1
10o Old Age 27.0 1 . 1 19.9 •6 14*4
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anything more to fear there than here, or anything more to fear than has the 

rest of the populace. These facts must he brought to the favoracle attention 

of the evacuees. It is a relief to note that the factor which looms largest 

in the minds of the evacuees is one on which WR& has found valid grounds for 

believing that the fears are not founded on fact, and hence subject to treat­

ment by an educational process. It may help in this process to know that males 

are more sentiment-conscious than are females vs. 67/0 > prohaoly because

they have been up against competition and discrimination more than the females. 

Only 6h-,o of the nisei', as compared with 737* of the issei, checked this reason. 

Either the nisei are less concerned about sentiment, or are better informed 

about sentiment in the relocation areas east of the'Eockies than are their 

elders. (This is entirely possible. There are no Japanese language news­

papers east of Denver, while the Utah Nippo, the Colorado Times (Eakushu Jiji), 

and the Pocky Shimpc of Denver, mirror faithfully the scare stories of the 

Denver Post and Los Angeles Times, etc. These papers the issei read at least 

as frequently as they do the English language newspapers, but the nisei read 

the latter much more frequently.) _ The nisei know the American way of life 

better, and feel much greater confidence in their ability to make their way 

through the present•trouDlous scenes outside the centers.

Lack of Money
The second highest ranking reason for hesitation is not so easily treated. 

677* of the total checké’d nlack of moneyn as a reason, and comments written in 

here and at the end of the questionnaire emphasize this factor. The loss of 

money and property during evacuation is reflected in these remarks and in the 

cases of individuals. The problem is general. Among both issei and nisei a 

high percentage felt the effects of financial need (6$}b and 65̂  respectively.) 

6 & / 0 of males and females alike marked this reason, In nearly every age group
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at least half checked this as a reason for hesitating about resettlement.

Among the nisei, the 18-20 and over 45 year old groups'are the lowest, while 

the 21-45 year groups are highest, reaching 76,9% among the nisei females 

39-44 years. Among the issei the 18-20 and 65 or over groups are low, while 

the 21 to 45 year groups are highest (about 71%) among the issei females, and 

the 39 to 65 groups are highest (about 71% also) among the issei males,

Some of the persons interviewed. elaborated on their financial problems 

sufficiently to give insight into the nature of the problem and the requisites 

of any successful solution. A typical case is one in which the head of the 

family had a modest business or ovaied or rented a small farm, owned a home, 

furniture, and equipment, But due to evacuation from the coast, he had to sell 

or relinquish at a considerable loss his stock of goods, his tools and 

machinery, his home', and furniture. i.Jhat money he-- realized from these forced

sales he has consumed in Supplementing the assembly center and relocation 

menus, in buying clothing, shoes, medicine, toilet goods, household articles,

and other daily needs* His savings are depleted if not wholly gone, and .he is 

no longer in touch with sources of credit who know him and who can.arrange with 

him for proper security on loans. Meanwhile if he does go out, he needs money 

to supply himself and his family with food, clothing,•a new outfit of house­

hold goods, kitchen utensils, etc. If he starts farming he needs enough money 

to be able to keep his family until he can'market his crops. If he sets up a 

business, such as he had before, in order‘to purchase goods, he has to secure 

priortities and get his previous business activities reference transferred to 

a hew location. He has to 'secure credit for some goods, and have .enough money 

to keep his family fed, clothed and sheltered until'he can get his business 

running profitably All this must be done in a wartime economy, under various 

restrictions, at a time when goods are' fought for in strong' competition, and
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the buyer needs cash on the line if he wants a chance to get as good a stock 

and as adequate a supply as do his competitors , Fortunately there are a few 

persons who still own property on the west coast, who have leased or rented 

it to others to run for the duration* Most of these people are deriving some 

income from such sources, although several have found it difficult to keep 

sufficient control of their property to prevent waste and loss* These have 

less difficulty, but still are faced with the same problems.

Solutions are fortunately available, however, and several suggestions may 

be made. To begin with, credit is unusually easy to secure from banks and 

business houses* There are limits on the time credits can run, because of the 

efforts to channel all excess funds into war bonds and stamps^ and out of the 

market for consumers1 goods. These regulations are highly necessary to prevent 

inflation, but since a years credit is obtainable under some exceptionable 

circumstances, they should present no insoluble obstacles. The farm operator 

usually does well to start out for a year as farm laborer so that he does not

risk his own capital until he has learned the ins and outs of farming in the
of ■ . _

new locality and/the new crops he will be producing. After that he will al­

ready/! stablished and have cont acted sources of credit for the next year’s
well

operations. If he is sufficientlyinformed to begin at once on his own account, 

the Fanil Security Administration has a department devoted to filling his 

needs and to helping him in many other respects. If he cannot rent a suit­

able house, he can secure a loan to purchase one from the Home Owners’ Loan 

Corporation, These federal agencies operate throughout the United States 

and make'absolutely no discrimination in rendering help to Americans who need 

it, whether they be aliens or citizens, Yfer Relocation Authority field officers 

might do a good job in each locality by serving as sponsors for evacuees, taking 

them to possible sources of credit, and giving them a favorable introduction
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to the persons who are in a position to extend credit facilities. Adequate

use of English is essential in $uch-operations, and nisei may well operate as
of Japanese.ancestry .... T -rinterpreters or spokesmen for a group of Anericany an such negotiations, mior

rnation concerning all these possible sources of credit need, to begiven all 

evacuees, in personal interviews, in written suggestions, and in as many other 

ways as possible» The employment office carries its responsibility well for 

those who come in contact with it, but many evacuees do not take advantage of 

this opportunity because they feel it is of no use to talk relocation sô  long 

as they cannot get adequate funds. Solution of this problem is basic,to a 

successful relocation program for the issei. Some of their experiences has
they

discouraged them, they have family responsibilities,4 ano/lack the energy and 

confidence to tackle apparently .insoluble problems with vim and vigor—^and

solve them as they did the problems they encountered when they first came to..

the United States* Ibteiminatiiciito get out of the center is not engendered by

flag-waving, but by clear demonstration of the possibility of keeping the

family fed, comfortable and healthy to the head who is responsible for the

family *s welfare. If we can show him that he can improve the condition of
family will

living of his family by going out^ he and. hiji/ and quickly, but not /otherwise.

Lack of Information

The third reason in order of frequency checked is lack of information 

concerning jobs, wages, housing conditions, cost of living, standard of living, 

climate, soil, and any other thing which is essential to success and_conforts* 

Ignorance often makes a new place seem strange and forbidding. This reason is 

not nearly so frequently operative as the first two are, however, for the 

percentage listing it drops to 49% of the total. The issei are more interested 

in information (53%) than are the nisei (43%)* This is perhaps due to the fact
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that they are -More interested in going out to find a place to settle do-m, 

rather than looking around at this brave out confused new .rorlo. ihey do not 

seem to be imbued with the desire to move around from place to place, as some 

of the nisei are. The nisei as a whole feel more confidence in being able to 

meet any sort of conditions they encounter, 'falthough this feeling is far less 

intense than it was in the issei who came to the United States from across the 

Pacific— probably because the nisei are used to the American way of life mid 

expect to live in accordance with it. The nisei usually secure, quite a bit 

of information from friends who have preceded them to or who were already liv­

ing -in some of the large cities of the hast, and spread out from such centers 

afti "getting the dope" from their friends on.,the public sentiment, costs of 

living, housing, etc.
More females (52$) apparently want information on housing, costs of liv­

ing, and living conditions than do males (46%). Perhaps- this is due to the
American' . . ' . _ , , ...

fact that in the ordinary Japanese/family the wife ̂ comes in closer contact with

costs of food, housing, and other items than does the husband, and has to put 

up with more inconvenience if housing conditions are poor than he does, Suit­

able jobs, and living conditions which are acceptable to their parents and 

relatives are a Iso of considerable importance to females, ■even among 
the younger nisei. However, the' nisei women are far less^ concerned about this 

than are the issei women or the issei men, for that-matter. Conservatism, a 

desire to keep the family together and to see that the girls^especially are 

well cared fqr and protected from immoral and other undesirable influences

characterize the issei, while the nisei are much more.imbued with the American
* '

way of self-dependence and ability to take .care of themselves.
I

Lack of Confidence in Making a Reasonably Satisfactory Living
f

Lack of confidence in making a reasonably satisfactory living, was checked 

by 45$ of all those who returned the questionnaires. The issei have*a high
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percentage on this score— 50$ as constrasted with 38$ of the nisei. The ad­

vanced age of the issei has much to do with this. It is pretty difficult for 

them to go out and work under other people after having been independent for 

many years. Most of them have been used, moreover, to working in small busi­

ness' or farm units, each of which was operated almost wholly by a single family. 

Because of prejudice on the part of other competitors, and jealousy on the part 

of other members of the Japanese-American communities on the coast, they kept 

their businesses and knowledge about them pretty much to themselves. It is

not easy for'the issei to take places in large-scale enterprises where they form
a

only a single cog in/vast establishment, vfhere they must constantly cooperate 

with others, whom they understand and who understand them only partially. Hoyt—
A ■ '

ever, they have in significant numbers been able to do this, although they 

evidently do not prefer to do so. The nisei, on the other hand, were accus­

tomed to Y/orking under direction, and as part of a going concern in which the 

chief responsibility was not theirs, but wherein much responsibility for get­

ting the work done did rest on their shoulders* They can step into a large- 

scale business and feel less friction and disturbance from their usual mode of 

working than can the issei. Males show a slightly higher percentage (46$) than 

do the females, (44$), but the difference is statistically negligible.

Lack of Proper Living Quarters

Fifth in order of frequency was the obtainability of proper living quarters. 

In this the two generations did not differ noticeably. 43*7$ of the issei 

checked this reason, while 44*3a> of the nisei indicated it. The females showed 

greater concern (47$) than did the males, however (42$). Peculiarly enough, 

age was significant, but in the case of issei, the younger the person, the more 

•v concern he felt about, housing conditions, while among the nisei the opposite
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was true, with a few exceptions« This may be explained partly on the basis of 

accustomation and partly on the basis of experience* The older issei (parti­

cularly the farm laborers) have been used to living in quite a variety of liv­

ing quarters, and have learned to adjust to a variety of such conditions and 

think less of the effort than have the younger issei and the nisei* (This is. 

not saying that the issei enjoy living in shacks; they are merely more inclined4 

to accept it as an unavoidable condition») The older nisei are perhaps more 

aware of the difference in housing conditions than are the younger nisei, who 

have had less experience in trying to make a specific house meet their needs.

The older nisei are also more likely to have children than are the younger 

ones, while the older isseifs children are usually pretty well grown up, with 

notions and plans of their own* |
This is a real problem, but one which is not confined only to the Japanese. 

Information on housing conditions in war areas, if properly disseminated to 

center residents, might bring about consciousness that many Americans are liv­

ing in trailers, in hovels, in ”Hoov .rville** type shacks for the duration, 

because they can get no better and still do the work necessary to win the war. 

The quality of the houses in a few cities is bad, but in practically no cases is 

the housing worse or even as bad. as the conditions we are putting up with ,in 

the various centers. Housing problems are strictly local, of course, and this 

fact can be taken into consideration by evacuees when they relocate, and by 

persons who advise, them. Transportation problems seem to fall within this 

same sort of category. In considering jobs, evacuees need to take into consi­

deration the possibility of securing quarters near enough to the work to make 

walking feasible, or to have some feasible plan for transportation worked.out,

including the cost and time factors. In large cities rapid transit subway and
an

elevated systems offer/economical and practical solution* In the small towns
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distances are usually not too great for walking* In the medium-sized cities 

and large towns the problem may need careful attention* Usually intelligence

and persistence combined will achieve an acceptable solution, even under trying 

circumstances •

Family Ties and Responsibilities

Traditionally the issei thinks a lot of his family ties and responsibili­

ties* Nisei, too, have found value in the cohesive family group* It is some­

what surprising, therefore, that only 42% of all replies had this as a reason 

making them reluctant to resettle* Among the issei the percentage was 49»

Among the nisei, only 33* Many nisei have family responsibilities, but think 

that these responsibilities are a reason for getting out and getting estab­

lished as soon as possible, rather than a reason for staying in the Center*

As many females (42*4-%) report this to be a factor in their remaining as do 

males, (42%) and the -highest percentages' recorded are among the issei females 

39-44 years old (62%). The 21-44 year old groups are highest among the both 

males and females, issei and nisei* 38% of nisei women under 21 reported this 

reason for their delay in leaving the Center. The experience of the employment 

office corroborates this testimony, but would indicate that this percentage is 

rather lower than might be expected from individual testimony regarding the 

matter* Interviews with prospective relocators also indicate that the families 

ot girls 18-20 years old are usually not very favorable to their relocating 

alone, but approval is usually forthcoming if the girls go out in groups or as 

members of families, or with brothers, or other relatives*

Lack of Confidence in Establishing a Secure Future 

Many issei react to job offers with the statement, ,!That*s enough money 

just to live on now, but what about the future? I cannot save any money out
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of a salary like that, to take care of accidents, and to take care of myself 
when I have to retire, I might just as well stay here without giving up my 
right to food and shelter.” This question was. an effort to find out how many 
issei and nisei have such a.belief . , 40% of thê  total checked this item, but the 
issei were far ahead, of the nisei in considering the necessity for future 
savings, 4.6%, of them checking this reason, as compared with 31% of the nisei, 
%les were somewhat more concerned than females, to a tune of 42% to  37%,

Apiong the nisei, the older the group, the higher the percentage who checked 
this reason, but among the issei the peak is at the age of 39r44 (4&%), with 
slightly lower percentages at higher and lower age levels (about 40 to 43%),

The psychological considerations underlying this particular reason are 
not easy to counteract, although there is a,reasonable basis for doing so.
The Japanese feel in many cases that rounding them up and putting them'into 
assembly centers and relocation centers just when everyone else was getting 
raises in pay, better jobs, war wages tremendously high prices ,for farm produce 
and for labor on the farm was an unjust, and injurious .denial of the economic 
benefit of democracy. This, on top of all the losses of property and invested 
capital which were a part of evacuation, and the uncertainty of receiving any 
of the money deposited in the American branches of Japanese banks, after the 
freezing and custodianship orders were put into effect, seemed to mean to the 
Japanese that all.the hard work and diligence with which they had painfully 
accumulated a reserve for illness and old age was wasted effort and useless

| I 111 *f 1 ' * ;' | . ; , * , • . . « '

P^l^sllon, Since many of the issei gathered these possessions at great cost 
to their physical comfort and,enjoyment of life, and because they feel that

m ' . * ,
any future attempt to save money for a rainy day will be subject to the same 
hazard, they are rather inclined to insist on comforts plus enough to enable
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them to save something for the future.
The fact of the matter is, of course, that the Japanese have been subjected 

to unusual deprivations in the process of dislocation. It would be idle and 
false to say that they were not. But, on the other hand, so were a good many 
other persons. Gas and service station operators, automobile salesmen, and others 
have had their businesses cut out from under them by war-time conditions and 
regulations. These other persons are having and will have an easier time get­
ting into highly paid war-work than the Japanese Americans, it is true. But 
there are many vrar-paid jobs open to Japanese, in which they are paid exactly 
the same wage as other Americans, are given the same working conditions, and are 
helped in finding living quarters and other facilities necessary to their com- 
fort and health in the same way. All the agencies and aids in American society 
.are available and open to their use and working for their benefit the same as 
they are for other Americans. In this respect particularly the Federal Social 
Security Board and its program for social security of all kinds, its provisions 
for Old-Age and Survivors’ Insurance for Unemployment insurance, and its program 
for retirement payments on the basis of contributions from employer., employee 
and government, is important# Ihere individuals find it hard to survive under

unusual conditions, mutual assistance in the form of group insurance and the 
pooling of resources through private or .government-administered funds, helps them 
tremendously, as the Japanese Americans have well demonstrated in their use of

tanomoshi, kobai kumiait aid other forms of mutual aid. The present situation 
seems to call for real assistance from, and reliance upon, the Federal Social

. V* | ■ 11|| f f
Security program, where private resources are.inadequate• This will take the 
place of the lost savings, to a considerable extent. It is evident tha,t no 
Japanese should feel that he is accepting charity under these circumstances when
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he receives aid from a federal oh state agency to help care for him. He is 
merely receiving the help dué him to take the place of the savings and resources 
he lost because of the needs of the nation as a whole in wartime* Finally, it 
is again necessary to remember that the fortunes of vrar in many cases do not 
take into account justice, virtue, or loyalty« We may even feel thankful that 
we were not living in a place overrun by armies, blasted to bits by ’bombs, 
shells, and machine guns, and that we are all alive? that members Of so many 
families are still together, alive and well, that they have something to eat, 
wear, and a place to stay warm and dry in rough weather* Many millions of per­
sons in Ehgland, Germany, ltd y,’Poland,' China, Burma,'Russia, France, Belgium, 
and France just as loyal, just as virtuous, and equally innocent of harm or 
blame have not been so fortunate.* Many more people in Europe and the Far East 
will not be so fortunate in the .future. So, however badly the war may have 
shattered the plans of the Japanese Americans for the future, it is well to 
remember that the damage is not irreparable, that assistance is available where-? 
by at least some of the handicaps may be overcome, arid that it is very unlikely 
that such a catastrophe will repeat itself in the* near future* In other words, 
present good wages available, future jobs in post-war reconstruction work, and 
federal agencies to aid individuals whose savings have been depleted, all help 
to make less necessary a large surplus over current living expenses* Convincing 
evacuees of this fact may depend upon several things in addition to just' infor­
mation, however. For instance, faith in the impartiality of governmental agen­
cies established to supply Old-Age As*s is tan ce, Unemployment Insurance, etc., 
would be greatly increased’ If the California ’Unemployment insurance Compensation 
would live up to its legal obligations* However, the operation of California1s 
governmental agencies is fortunately a different matter from the operation of
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federal governmental agencies# .These are on the.whole impartial, and few if 
any practice discrimination. The Federal Civil Service Commission could also 
be helpful in this regard by checking all its regulations and practices to 
make sure that none of them impose a handicap upon the certification for em­
ployment by agencies of the Government of the United States of persons other­
wise qualified, on the basis of race, ancestry, or religion*

Furthermore, faith in future equalitarian treatment can be produced con­
vincingly and rapidly by the War.Relocation Authority itself* One of the most

t •effective means of doing this will also meet a growing shortage of skilled man­
power on the projects# As the relocation process goes on a large majority of 
the most qualified, skilled, and able persons will leave the Centers, in grow-

I •
ingly large proportions, leaving the less able, the unskilled, the unwilling,
and those who lack initiative in the, Centers* It will be increasingly difficult1
to get the necessary work done as time goes on* In order to secure the carrying 
out of necessary functions, appointments of present well-trained and qualified 
evacuees on United States Civil Service ratings similar to those of the present 
appointed staffshould be made* Such service would provide a background of 
experience, adequate financial recognition, and treatment of the evacuees as 
equals to all other Americans— demonstrating by practice right where the evacu­
ees can not help seeing it, that WRA believes what it preaches* (It is obvious 
to anyone who visits the WRA field offices and Washington office that WRA does 
practice what it preaches, there, but the evacuees In the centers do not see
the field offices or the Washington office* Nor have any significant propor-

r 1 . / ' * %
tion of executive positions been filled with evacuees*) ’ The,shortsighted oppo­
sition of some evacuees to appointment of other evacuees in regular paid jobs 
with regular tenure which took place during the early stages of the evacuation
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process can be assumed to be corrected at this stage of developments, and such 

attitudes need not be anticipated in the future, at least at Granada Rolocation 
Center» Doctors and dentists who are sorely, needed to take care of the health 
of the evacuees in the centers cannot be expected to forego excellent opportunities 
forever while working long hours at considerable cost to themselves. Regular 
salaries and living conditions, and recognition as equals will do much to help 
them to maintain themselves professionally and economically, and reduce the exodus 
of irreplaceable trained professionals from the centers, until their services can 
be spared* The same is true of social workers, engineers, accountants, and other 
workers who perform functions which require long training and skill in order to 
safeguard the health and welfare of the evacuees during the remainder of the 
relocation process.

There may be some other means whereby WRA can lead the way in reinstilling 
in evacuees confidence, in equal and non-dis criminatory treatment by Americans.

For example* several sources report that other centers enforce rather strict 
segregation of evacuees and non—evacuees• If such practices exist, they cannot 
help but undermine the ’evacuees1 confidence in receiving equal treatment at the 
hands of Americans outside the centers. WRA -is recognized by the evacuees as 
being a relatively benevolent and protective agency which is sincerely interested 
in their welfare. If WRA itself practices discrimination to a noticeable though 
limited degree, then, in the eyes of many an evacuee, it is probable that exceed­
ingly great discrimination will be practiced by other less sympathetic agencies 
and individuals. WRA policies in aL’l cases should take into account the very 
obvious, fact that deeds speak more convincingly than words, and avoid practices 
which oppose or contradict in any obvious way the advice given the evacuees to 
relocate. Where such conflicts are absolutely unavoidable, they can of course
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* '
be justified only on the basis that governmental policies and programs in gen­
eral prevent more completely equalitarian treatment, and the moral pointed out 
that it is improbable that completely equalitarian treatment cah be hoped for 
because of the general disturbance of the world at the present time, and the 
-influence of" long-standing prejudices which can only be eliminated by patient 
work for many years to come» Such segregation, if it exists/ also reduces the 
processes of ass-imilatioh to a minimum, and thus puts another obstacle in the 
way of a successful relocation program«

lack of Ability To Use English Well Enough 
28*5$ of all those who returned questionnaires checked the lack of ability 

to use English as a reason for their hesitating to relocate* The issei are of 
course much more greatly concerned than are the nisei about this factor. 36$ of 
the issei checked this reason, whereas only 8*3$ of the nisei «checked it* The 
female issei scored higher than any other group, 4.7*2$, as compared with 33$ for 
the issei males, 9*6$ for the nisei females, and 8*8$ for the nisei males* Fe­
males and males were equal in this regard— 28$ in both cases. The nisei who 
felt this difficulty were to a large extent kibei who have either had no time 
or taken no opportunity to learn the language thoroughly. Some of the nisei 
who attended segregated oriental schools also show the influence- of such social 
handicaps to assimilation* ' The efficiency and fluency with which the vast 
majority of nisei use the English language, however, is eloquent testimony that 
the Japanese-Americans can and do become thoroughly and completely assimilated 
if given an opportunity. The Old argument that persons of Japanese ancestry are- 
not assimilable is.clearly proven by the facts to be untrue¿ but is again being 
used as propaganda to achieve objectives which cannot be attained- by sticking to
the truth* The effectiveness of the denial of equal opportunities at education, 
and free communication with, Americans of ancestry other than Japanese during the.
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educational process, in preventing assimilation which would otherwise take place, 

is also well demonstrated by the facts regarding facility in the use of the 

English language. These facts point unmistakably to the fact that if democracy 

is to be furthered and maintained in the United States, our educational process­

es and practices must remain democratic. Segregation must be eliminated, and 

adequate school facilities must be provided for all minorities, including the 

Americans of Japanese ancestry* The first step in this process must be the pro­

vision nf adequate educational facilities within the.centers for those children 

who mus't, for some reason, stay there* This is highly necessary as an immediate 

relief of a very pressing need, but is not a real solution to the problem, for the 

children in the centers are thoroughly isolated. They seldom see or talk with any 

children other than those of Japanese ancestry— usually only a few children of

WRA staff members. Practically their only contacts with persons not of Japanese 

ancestry are with adults— teachers, WRA staff members, and visitors. The uncon­

scious interplay of ideas, the unconscious acceptance of and mastery of American 

customs from fellows of similar age and with similar interests and abilities, are 

missing, A marked difference is already discernible between children who grew up 

with such contacts to the age of high school juniors and seniors and those who 

have been deprived of them during the last year and a half— a period exceedingly 

important in the growth, development, and formation of the personalities of most 

of the center children because it has occurred at a t ime when they were still 

highly flexible, open to lasting impressions from the social environment, and sen­

sitive to many influences in that environment. The next step is therefore the 

completion of a successful relocation program, so that children and adults alike 

will be able to get out of the segregated centers, and into the general stream of

American society again, so that they can mingle and communicate with other Ameri-
is obvious that

cans f r e e ly  and Yiithout d iscrim ination. Unless those two steps are taken, i t /
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assinilation of Anericans of Japanese ancestry is going to be greatly handicappe^j 

and slovfed dawn# Many parents object that the center life, carefully kept sepa­

rate from any'but a slight trickle of contacts vfith other Anericans, is slowing 

down Anericanization to the point where the process is reversed at tines, and 

their children learn Japanese language and customs nore than they do the English 

language and American customs, This complaint has been checked and found to be 

true in some cases. The school system, laboring under a tremendous handicap of 

inadequate facilities and enormously excessive work, makes Herculean and intelli­

gent efforts to counteract such tendencies to further and quicken Americanization, 

■with results which are really admirable, considering handicaps imposed. Devoted 

and ■well—'trained teachers, able administrators, and willing students all, cooper­

ate-to do all they can, but the teacherIs load is greater and the facilities on
adequate

the average much less/in quantity and variety than in any like—sized school sys—
maintenance

tern in the United States— and the job harder and highly important to the/of den-
batter lighting

©cracy, Additional'teachers^/and other facilities in elementary school buildings, 
sufficient adequately

and/equipment to care for the needs of all the students/are all Vitally necessary..
and

Relocation and an end to segregation Si all kinds are still more import ant/vital» 

Another task which needs doing is the general education of the Anericans of 

Japanese ancestry to a realization of the importance of assimilation. Both issei 

ani nisei have‘made enormous strides forward in this regard, but a great deal 

still remains for then to accomplish. Their reluctance to accept the oppor­

tunities provided for then, in the form of adult education classes in English, 

stems from three things: (l) their lack of self-confidence, or diffidence at 

exposing their lack of training and the injury to their pride possibly involved* 

in learning situations (this feeling is common to all immigrants, who do not 

wish to become the laughing stock of their feH oyts by parading their mistakes 

"before them in class—room work or other public occasions); (2) their feeling
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that they have managed to get along pretty well so far, so a further mastery 

of English is not particularly essential* (3) the general vacation-like at­

mosphere of life in the assembly and relocation cento* s, which (a)'.emphasizes the 

happy-go-lucky, leisurely feeling of a camp-life (where formailty and economic 

motives to work hard are both missing) and (b) provides practically no privacy 

for serious study at home. The first is the most difficult of these factors to 

overcome, and will require careful' psycho-sociological analysis for successful 

treatment. The second is subject to treatment through an informational campaign 

and the reports back of relocators. HieIhirdis a natural consequence of the past 

year and a half of events, but is none the less in dire need of solution. Nisei 

are too busy, too engaged in work during the day, and too occupied with a busy 

round of social festivities (usually informal and not organized by the WRA

staff) in the evenings, to have the time to study. Close observation of sev­

eral nisei who were really trying to carry serious courses in adult education

on the college level led to the inescapable conclusion that (1) they have 

practically no privacy conducive to serious study and intellectual accomplish­

ment, (2) most of them have lost the habits of diligent study and thought which 

they possessed before the war, and have developed habits of procrastination, or 

enjoyment of friendly gatherings, church services, recreational activities, 

games, or movies. All these facts are symptoms of the deterioration which 

occurs in any situation wherein activity has become largely non—functional—  

that is, where the result is the same regardless of the effort expended. How­

ever hard they try, the Americans of Japanese ancestry seem to find that they 

are still deprived of the usual benefits of devoted effort. So why try? Itfs
♦« > . : . i <:

much easier just to enjoy lifel This attitude must be combatted, and can be 
> .. 4 . ; * ■ \ \ ’ ,

combatted successfully by demonstration that the result does depend on the 

efforts of the person and the social group involved. Although there are limits
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to the variation in results— narrower limits for the Americans of Japanese an­

cestry than for some others, but still narrower limits for less well-established

minorities in the United States— the effort expended does make a considerable 
the Americans of Japanese ancestry ;

difference. If/ Sit- down,the world will be content to let them ¿it'.there—
if they

forever, for all it cares,if they donft pitch in and work now. But/bestir them— 

stives*, the.world"will, say?; - 111 want him to work with me, to live with me.

He may be a Jap, but he*s all right. He does the job better than the other fel-
l

low, he tenc!te to business better, and he makes more money for me than anyone 

else in his place would do.w Such statements will not come without effort, and 

such preferences will have to rest upon diligent work, application, and intelli­

gence. Americans of Japanese ancestry have all of those— or have had them—
i themselves

and they can make use of them to secure fo1/ rightful privileges and compensa­

tions in the future, and in many more kinds of occupations than they ever could 

in California* In spite of discriminatory attitudes, the economic motive of 

gain by employers and businessmen will do a lot to secure for the Americans of 

Japanese ancestry a secure place in the life of the nation— if they make use of 

it. Developing habits of procrastination of passing the buck, of taking it , 

easy, of carelessness will get only more and worse discrimination and depriva­

tion of rights. That is, the easy way to complete subjugation is a rigid caste 

system. These facts can be brought home to the Americans of Japanese ancestry 

only by constant, repeated, and systematic efforts, through every possible agency 

of publicity.

' i
Poor Health

15$ of the total checked poor health as an obstacle to relocation. As 

might be expected the older t he g roup the greater t he concern with this problem, 

foly 3*5% of the 18-20 year olds checked this factor, and the percentage rose
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to 4*5%, 5+9%, 1j+%, 2 3 *9 % and 33*3$ in the,successively older age groups* 22+2% 

of the issei, contrasted with only 5+9% of the nisei were concerned about this 

problem. Males and females were about even. The older age of the issei 

accounts almost entirely for the difference between the two generations.

Poor health is always a deterrent to any new venture, to moving, and to 

taking on added responsibility. Worry about poor health can be reduced consi­

derably by adequate information about health aids in the ordinary American 

community— public health nurses/ hospitals and hospital insurance by the Blue

Cross Hospital Association Plan) clinics, and medical services of various types
• • ♦

and kinds, all these should be adequately discussed in pre-relocation advice to 

evacuees. Knowledge of how to make use of aids existent and available will 

reduce much of the fear of possible illness and accident.
... ' t

Old Age

In all, of the total recorded old age as an encumbrance which made 

them reluctant to resettle. However, of this number, five individuals under 

39 years of age checked this (and other items) in a spirit of frivolity rather 

than seriousness. 7 persons in the 39—44 year old group checked it. These too 

could be considered old only in attitude or frame of mind— humorously inclined. 

222 in the 45-64 year old group and 13S in the 65 and over group checked this 

reason— leaving 691 in the first, and 87 in the second who felt that their age 

was no serious handicap to them. Roughly one-fourth of those 45-64 years old 

and 61$ of those .over 65' years checked this reason. Age is, of course, a com­

parative matter, and one which is based upon mental as well as physical condi­

tions. Many an issei who thinks of normal life as a hard grind of work from the 

earliest day-light to the latest sun-light in the dusk of the evening feels that

he is too old, worn-out and stiff to undertake such a life again. On the other
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hand, however, the same persons would probably be able to perform without strain 
% %

certain other jobs vfhich call for less strenuous physical exertion, and yet are 

simple enough to make it possible for the older issei to learn to do them well* 

Industrial plants and business offices frequently have such jobs, and no one to 

do them. Hence it might well be a fruitful' enterprise fpr relocation officers 

to look for some positions of thip typé, . and to describe in detail what the 

duties involved would be. An easy job, decent living conditions, and moderately 

good pay may well attract even the most reluctant issei, if the possibilities 

are well presented. .There will always be some who really are unable to do work 

of any regular nature because of lack of vigor, energy, and.teachability. These
J *

will have to be provided for* Several alternatives exist. They may be permit­

ted to stay in the centers and the latter changed into old folks1 homes to 

accomodate them. The obvious unfitness of the dusty, unhealthy centers rules 

out this possibility. They may bo called for and supported by their children, if 

they have any, and'if thp• children are • able to earn enough money to do this.

Some will be,cared.for in this way. Regular social agencies may be called on to

take care of the remainder. If the children are unable to support such aged #
parents, they may be able to care for them if the usual financial support is 

given by the United States Social Security Board or by state departments of 

public or social welfare, in the form of old age assistance, pensions, and, whenl
necessary, hospital and other Institutional care* Maintaining the centers for 

such old people after the vast majority of the other evacuees, have left to relo­

cate would obviously be so detrimental to their health ând welfare," end expen­

sive to do, that it is outside the realm of practical possibility. The regular
|

agencies can do a much better job at müchlèss cost, and with greater satis­

faction to all* If and when Americans of Japanese ancestry return to. the West
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Coast in appreciable numbers, the old people will doubtless go there too; Since 
the West Coast, and especially California, has benefitted from their labor when 
they were vigorous, it is ’no more than right that those states care for them in 
their old age, as they do their other aged citizens and residents. It would be 
well for the United States Social Security offices to keep careful supervision 
of such care, however, to make sure that it is given adequately and In time, and 
to see that it is received as needed*

Comments written on the questionnaires in the space provided revealed sev­
eral very valuable clues to attitudes* Some of the more typical of these com­
ments are reproduced below Tables IV and V, Many of these reiterated in other 

words the reasons checked, but others addèd ideas not included in the ten sug­
gested reasons* Each statement is preceded by letters which show whether the 
writer was a male (M) or female (F), issei (I) or Nisei (N), and the age group 
of which he or she was a member (for example, 30-38 (year old group)* Some of 
the statements indicated an attitude wrhich protests against the whole war situ­
ation in general, some against the restrictions and regulations resulting from 
the war, some against the discrimination in the treatment of Americans of 
Japanese ancestry as contrasted with Americans of other ancestry* The latter

« f
are the most frequent of these three types* Frequently such statements indicate 
deep resentment and demand equality of treatment as a prerequiste to further 
participation, service, and cooperation in the nationfs economic, social, and 
political organization* Others indicate apathy and lack of ability to overcome 
the shock of dislocation* Several kinds of escape responses can be noted— a 
hope for peace, for divine aid, and for other forms of assistance ■which indi­
cate a feeling that the problem is too big for the individual and his social 
group to cope with so he tries to turn to*some superior force for a solution#
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Many deal with factual matters— too many children, illness, loss of property, 

pregnancy, aid similar conditojis which simply indicate a matter-of-fact1.;.;* 

concern about the necessities of everyday'living* A considerable number reflect 

deep-seated fears« These fears were not characteristic of the Americans of 

Japanese ancestry prior to evacuation. The effects of the war situation, in­

cluding the boycott of »goods made in Japan» (which injured heavily the trade 

of merchants of Japanese ancestry), the freezing of credits, the several alarms 

of air raids and invasion rumors, uncertainty concerning evacuation, the losses 

and confusion of'evacuation itself, the experiences of assembly center life, the 

new journey to the relocation centers, and life there in desolate, dust desert 

spots, without the comforts or conveniences of American culture to which they 

were used, all undermined their morale, robbed them of confidence as to what 

might be next, and left them feeling hopelessly insecure «accept for the three 

meals a day, the dust, the army cots and blankets, the ramshackle house with 

its sometimes leaky roof, and rainflooded floors* The physical needs of these 

people were cared for on a pretty primitive level* The psychological needs on 

a still more elementary plane# The difference between these circumstances and 

those they were living in prior to 1937— or oven 1941— is so great that it 

.would be quite unintelligent to assume that they could feel secure enough to 

be able to muster any appreciable amount of confidence, initiative, and self- 

reliance# It will take months and years of re-assuring experiences before the 

effects of these experiences are wholly overcome. Any efforts to »crack down 

on» the evacuees m i l  meet with still greater resistance to relocation— simple 

because they m i l  be forced to undergo another experience which takes from 

them what little sense cf security and self-confidence which they have been 

able to accumulate painfully . during the relatively s©cure life they have 

experienced in the relocation centers# The segregation program was certainly 

no help to the success of the relocation program, for this very reason#
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Reports concerning attitudes of persons transferring from one center to another, 

and studies of the attitudes of others who felt there might be a possibility 

that they would be transferred indicate clearly the revival of many old fears 

along with the new fear of diminished security involved in making the trasfer*

All possible efforts should be made to avoid any appearance of penalizing 

evacuees in order to get them out of the centers, for the effect will be the 

reverse* Cutting down on privileges, eliminating leisure-time programs, making 

leaves harder to get, decreasing the quality and quantity of food, housing, or 

medical facilities will all make it harder for the average evacuee to feel that 

the world is safe for him* So long as he has a minimum of security in the center, 

he will cling to it ever more tenaciously if his rights and privileges in the 

center are decreased* If they are expanded in accordance with his development 

of confidence, still further expansion will occur until he is able to muster the 

necessary courage and resolution to leave the quiet protected life of the center 

for the turmoil and uncertainty of life 11 outside*n This principle of social 

psychology has been proved by demonstration and experiment so often that can­

not be questioned. It is a corollary, of course, that responsibility as well 

as freedom should increase as self-confidence is built up* But care must be 

taken to make sure that such increase in responsibility does not take the 

appearance of persecution, or months of good work can be undone’in a brief space 

of time* After all, getting evacuees out of centers is pot the objective of the 

relocation program* Getting them re-established in the processes and problems 

of normal life in a free society is the goal, and it will .not be attained by 

undermining the self-confidence and sense of security of the evacuees which is 

absolutely indispensable as a foundation of such, adjustment and re-establishmenta

Occupation
f

The fourth question in the questionnaire asked nl/Uhat was your occupation 

previous to evacuation?11 A second part of the question asked HTfVhat business or
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occupation do you have in mind for the future?1* The replies to these questions

are valuable chiefly when related to the replies to the other questions, to

iridiCc.te whi.t kind and ho?/ much influence occupy.tion has in determing attitudes.

It .hc.s A® yet been impossible to analyze the data- adequately enough to justify

a discussion of this influence# The replies indicate that a minority (44.%) of

the population have made specific pirns for future occupations, end that a con-
/ ,

siderable part of this minority (47.5%) are planning to take up occupations which 

they did not participate in before evacuation. A careful examination of the, 

block tabulations shows that about every other person indicated both previous end 

future intended occupations. Of this sample of 1144 persons, 51% stated that 

they intended to continue their previous occupation, while almost as many (47.5%) 

indicated that they wanted to adopt an entirely new occupation. Only 1 ,4%

selected a future occupation similar to, but not the same as, their previous 

occupation. Apparently any changes made will be major changes into new end un— 

occupations widely different from former work. This is partly due to the 

war-time economy, no doubt, but it also reflects the desire of persons long 

frustrated in their efforts to enter certain occupations (particularly skilled 

end semi-skilled ones) which they have been barred from entering by social bar­

riers in the West Coast states. In some instances, it is impossible for them to 

continue in the.same occupation,and a radical change is necessary to secure work 

of some sort. The proportions influenced by these three (and, no doubt, other) 

factors is unknown.

Issei are much less ready than are Nisei to plan to enter a. new occupation. 

62% of the issei who answered this question intend to stay with their previous 

occupations, 1 .2% intend to shift to a similar one and 37% plan to shift into 

a different kind of work among the nisei, the proportions are reversed^ 40% 

plan to stay in their previous occupations, 1 ,7% to shift to similar work, and



58% to go into new fields of activity. This difference is due «almost wholly to 

the effect of age, apparently, for the issei were' habitually trying out new lines 

of work on the West Coast, during the era when they were young and recently 

arrived in the United States. •, •

Data on the actual occupations previous to evacuation can be secured much 

accurately and completely from the registration and employment files, and are 

not pertinent to this investigation.

* You Have Property or Business Connections That .
Would Help You Get Started In This Line In The Future?1*

• t
The fifth question made an attempt to measure the influence of property 

holding and other vested interests which might deter evacuees from trying to

make a new start elsewhere. 21% of the total answered ttyesn to this question*

Only five percent of the total indicated whether they thought they could.set up

their business in a new locality, and these principally by indicating what place 

they preferred to transfer to. Of these five percent, two thirds stipulated 

California, 13$ specified Los Angeles, 8% indicated Chicago, i+% indicated any­

where in the United States, U% specified the Middle West, and another ¿¿% indicated 

Colorado. 2% indicated New England, and the same number named Arizona.. (Since 

these figures are based upon a preliminary analysis of about one-third of the 

total returns, a greater variety or diversity may be expected in reality, but the 

sma.ll percentage of specifications of probable future loca.tions among those who 

have property or business connections in California, is unquestionably typical of • 

the whole population.)

The question, nIn what kind of a community (city, town or country) would 

you like to set up your business?11 was answered by 16$ of the total. 1% of the 

total specified some city, 3% specified **townn, while 6$ preferred the country.

The question **Why are you not interested in transferring your business to 

a new locality?*1 was answered by a considerable number of written—in replies#
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The most frequent reply was ”lack of capital”, next most frequent was tfunfami**

liar climate, soils, etc*” and 'bid age#” Uifhile many of. the replies were similar

to the reasons checked or written in answer to the third question on. reasons for

hesitation to resettle, a number of distinctly different ones wore noted# One

of these stated that it is impossible to secure the machinery and equipment

needed to set up- the business elsewhere# Some point out that it is difficult

to move a farm (although it is not impossible to sell one farm in California,
\

let us say, and buy another with the receipts, in Ohio, Michigan or, Massachu«* 

setts)# issei female 39-A4 years old stated ”1 am confident I could support

myself economically#*1 This is typical of many replies* Others point out the 

danger to capital invested, and reinforce those fears with stories of farmers 

who were forced to move out just when their crops word ready to harvest, busi­

nesses closed down by government regulation, or forced to close by boycotts or 

lack of saleable merchandise4 One nisei male 21-29 years old said ’’With con­

ditions as they are, the risks to one*s capital aré too great to think of in­

vesting in new localities and business*’1 Another said ”1 have plans to start 

business but I am lacking in capital, and due to evacuation, I lost most of 

my property; I would like the government to guarantee safety*”

In explanation of this last sentence ¿ several interviewees have suggested 

that military police guard units of a squad or so each should be maintained in 

and near all places where’evacuees are relocated, since local police are not 

able to provide adequate safety to persons and' property of minority racial 

groups, if the Los Angeles, Detroit, Hew Orleans, Harlem, Beaumont, and other 

recent race riots are any indication# However this suggested solution to in­

effective police protection might do the Americans of Japanese ancestry more 

harm than good, since it might induce' otherwise tolerant American communities 

to regard evanuee relocators with suspicion on the ground that they are being
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watched by the army* The most effective .solution would be a decided improvement 

in police methods and philosophy where the treatment of social difficulties 

involving minority groups, is concerned.* Since this is a long-term-project vrhich 

■will take some time to effect, it may be wise to have a special WRĴ  representa­

tive familiar With police methods and attitudes visit each community in which 

Americans of Japanese ancestry relocate, in order; to impart to them a point of 

view and basic information which vri.ll give this process a flying start with 

respect to fhq Japanese—Americans— citing the law-abiding hnbits of the Japaneses 

Americans, their excellent record on the coast and in the centers, acquainting 

them with the real st-ory of the evacuation, and making suggestions as to the 

best way to treat them under various conditions and the best way to treat per­

sons who might disturb them, If the police,officers of each community have 

this information, they are much more, likely to give just treatment and adequate 

protection to Japanese—American relocators than if they have the stereotyped 

conception that ”A Jap’s a Jap and you can’t trust ’em*’’ This special public 

relation^ work will not be necessary in all communities, but it is -better t̂ o 

be over-prepared than to have, police officers and relocators misunderstand 

each othe]> Protection from arbitrary governmental actions should be less 

necessary qs the possibility of successful invasion of the United States by 

enemy forces diminished* T^fg fact can and should be brought, home to the eva­

cuees , illustrated by the decisions of the Federal courts with regard to such 

questions#

On Returning to the West Coast

The sixth question attempted to measure the strength and frequency of the . 

desire to return to the West J0ast, I.t askedr# ”If legal restrictions and 

Army regulations could be removed,* would you return to the state or community 

in which you used to live?” 7% answered•”Ho,” but 06h. answered ”Ies,” while
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%  failed to answer this question. As might bo expected, .the issei were more, 

favorably inclined .to a return than were the more adjustable, curious nisei to 

a tune of 33$ yes among issei to 33% yes among nisei. Males and females were 

...about even. Written—in comments noted on the part of the nisei were more fro** 

quently of the type of "To hell with California,*! "If they don’t ?rant us back 

there, to hell with ’em." Mhny nisei, of course, shared the feeling character­

istic of the great majority, but especially of the issei, that they know Calif­

ornia, but that other places are pretty much of a 'Strange place. As one issei 

of about 50 years of age expressed it, "I know the people back in my old commu­

nity.' I know-who I can do business, with, end I know that the same people will 

rent me their farm or building, sell me my supplies, and buy my produce or goods 

just lixe the;y dio before the war. They know me apd I know them# I knpw I can 

make a go of it there, ^ut somewhere else, vrhere there are, strange people who 

don t know me, who may refuse to do business with me, where I don*t knoyr where 

to go for what I want, or who to ask, or hov/ to get it, or who to try to sell 

to, or what the weather is, dr how the soil acts, or what the rainfall is, or 

what crops will do best, or anything like that, I can’t ■see'how I can go 

out there and support my family while I am trying to learn all that, I am old,

and it will take several years to become acquainted somewhere else. By that
time X will ,be too old to make use of my knowledge. 1 do not like to start over

as a laborer, and if I do probably X would have to leave my family here for 

sometime till I save up some money to make a new start, Sven then cannot 

save much and it will take a long time to save up money enough and be able to 

start out for myself. SG it looks like I better stay here till after the ?rar, 

and then go back to California."

There are some indications that this argument is based on valid assumptions 
and other indications that the difficulties envisioned in starting over in a new
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community arc greater than they really are, and that resuming economic relation«*» 

ships in West Coast „communities as they were before' Pearl “arbor will not.be as 

easy as some evacuees expect* Acceptability of Americans of Japanese ancestry 

in California differs in various localities* Placer County, for instance, is 

quite hostile, while Los Angeles County is not. Public opinion is not unanimous 

in this regard, in spite of appearances in the pr^ss, according to Dr. Carey 

McWilliams. Even within the pressure groups who have been most vociferous to 

oppose the return of the Americans of Japanese ancestry, there is definite dis~ 

sent and outspoken (but unpublished) opposition to the- general policies made» ; } 4 '
public® However, it is well to remember that conditions have changed in Calif­

ornia, that industrialism bos set in, and the persons who bought the wholesale 

produce and large-scale businesses of the Americans of Japanese ancestry were 

frequently their former competitors5 that they are now in a position of local 

monopoly, andvare making large profits5 and that consequently they would not be 

pleased to have the evacuees return and bring back the former conditions of 

competition and lower profits. There jvill be. opposition to the return of the 

evacuees on economic as well as ideological grounds, but there will be, and is, 

a demand for the return of'the Americans of Japanese ancestry by the consumers. - 

who can no longer buy the excellent produce and efficient services which were 

formerly provided by the' • Americans of Japanese ancestry. New Californians 

have taken over many of the niches in the economic order which the evacuees 

once filled, and many of them are unacquainted with the background of the Ameri­

cans of Japanese ancestry. Little T0kios are filled by these new immigrants, 

from the deep South and elsewhere, and competition for residential space and for 

business locations may develop. Certainly California is no longer just as it 

was, and many adjustments wouId have to be made by the evacuees if and when .they 

returned. However, they might have to make still more adjustments and work under
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greater handicaps in some ways If they relocate elsewhere* ' It is most probable, 

howeVer, that economic opportunities elsewhere would be greater,*ih the long 

run, than in California, since many social barriers'existing in California^ 

which prevent Americans of Japanese ancestry from' entering certain occupations, 

are not present in the Middle West, East, and New Ehglahd areas* Their adjust­

ments there would be of less precarious durability«

Reverting to the lack of information of evacuees concerning new areas, it 

would seem that it would be easiest for them to relocate first as employees¿and 

in this capacity learn the ins and outs of the new situation* It would be less 

risky, with greater promise of success and less chance of loss, to start out as 

workers for a year or two until the relocator can become familiar with the new 

situation. After tha.t he could start up his own business, or operate a farm 

of his own, much more safely and successfully* It would not take very long to 

do this in most instances* Most issei could look forward to four or five years, 

perhaps even ten, of successful operations after getting settled* They would 

have the additional satisfaction of seeing* their children in much better posi­

tion to advance economically and socially than they could do in the same amount 

of time in California if they return there.in the near future* Additional in­

formation on this subject seems to be essential at present, and discussion of 

the issues at stake and of the facts and policies which could be carried out 

are vitally needed* In other words, this whole matter needs to be carefully gone 

over by the evacuees in the light of all the information obtainable*

It must, of course, be remembered that the desire to return to California 

is not wholly based upon economic considerations. Most evacuees have a tho­

roughly human a,tta.chmcnt to their former homes* Since living in centers, they 

appreciate their former homes more than ever, and often have strong nostalgic 

feelings for them* This evidence of loya„lty to their birthplaces and nhome
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towns1* is as commendable as it is natural*; It is evidence of the fact that they 

will form new and abiding attachments wherever they go, but just at present it 

makes resettlement elsewhere a bit more difficult for £hem, since they have to 

look past the advantages of their old communities to other advantages in other 

communities which will appeal to them when once they have experienced them to 

a point of familiarity*

This question also called for an expression of attitude about the time when 

the return to the former community would be carried out if permitted» It is .. 

interesting to note that the groat majority were not planning to return at once, 

either because they thought conditions on the Coast» would be too unsettled to be 

comfortable just at present* 60% of the total stated that they would like to 

return after the war; 8% said within a few months; end 14% wonted to go at once* 

4% who said they wanted to return did not specify a particular time# Nisei are 

slightly more inclined to go at once than are issei***~l9% as contrasted with 10% 

for the issei* Similarly, 12% of the nisei, and only 5% the issei wanted 

to return within a few months* On the other hand only 48% of the nisei wanted 

to return after the war, while 68% of the issei indicated this desire* Mrl es

and females were about identical in their attitudes*

The influence of the ownership of property upon the desire to return to

the Coast is not as great as might have been expected. Many of these who own 

property or have business connections on the Coast did not indicate a desire 

to return there right aviuy, and an even greater number and proportion who 

have no property there indicated a desire to return at once# In all, less than 

two thirds of those who stated that they have property or business connections 

in their former communities which would help them get started again indicated a 

desire to return to those communities at- once or within a few months# Perhaps 

if the question had been divided to differentiate between property and business
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connections the. re su lt would have been more valuable and c le a r. Interviews - 
I | * \

with those who have property have fa ile d  to reveal any who do not intend to t ry

to go back sometime to either liquidate th e ir interests or renew th e ir operation

or oversight of the property* Some of course are deriving regular income from

re n ta ls , and do not feel a need to return while th e ir property is  being well
♦

cared for* Others feel, decidedly, aggrieved at not being permitted to return to 

take care of th e ir interests* Since abuse of property and fa ilu re  to make 

payments of rentals *or installments on the purchase price by present operators 

are by no means unheard o f t h e r e  is a real foundation for th is  attitude* Its  

v a lid ity  and justice  can be questioned only on the basis of the conditions en­

forced by war* the end of the war, that basis w i l l  no longer e x is t, and this 

fact has its  influence upon the thinking of the evacuees* A considerable number 

of n ise i interviewees associate in  th e ir thinking the rig h t to enjoy the benefit 

of owning and using property with th e ir re sp o n sib ilitie s  and duties of c it iz e n ­

ship* Denial of th e ir rights to operate or supervise th e ir properties seems tot
them grossly unjust in  view of the fact that they are called upon to assume 

v o lu n ta rily  and re a d ily  the duties of defending a p o litica l- and social order 

which claims to make possible and to safeguard those rights* I t  would appear to 

be the re s p o n s ib ility  of the entire people of the United States to see thatt . / .
those righ ts  are guaranteed and made good as soon as the exigencies of m ilita ry

necessity make i t  possible to do so* Meanwhile, property righ ts  do seem to

influence the thinking of evacuees on a possible return to the Coast, though

not to the extent that they might be supposed to do*

Do the Evacuees Want To Stay in  the Centers at 
Government Expense"*Tor^The ResT~of Their LivesT"

Question seven attempted to measure the number of evacuees who want to

re tire  in  the centers at government expense for the rest of th e ir lives* certain

witnesses in  congressional hearings before tho Dies Committee alleged that the



WRA is pampering and coddling evacuees to the point that they would be only too 

glad to  stay where, they are forever, with food, shelter, c loth ing, and other 

commodities provided for them ;a t Government expense• The answers to th is  ques­

tio n  c le a rly  prove that th is  allegation is  false* 91% answered HN0” • Only 1%

. 0  * 'X  '■ - J  G . i * ' )  .... * ’ .v L. . •' 0 -;  ’• •• •- l i  j •• -• ■ ♦ .: ' '— J ’ ."U-i-1 -- • - \

answered yes--approxim ately the same number as the number of persons under 45 

who indicated a sense of humor by alleging that old age was an obstacle to their 

re lo ca tio n . Q% did not answer the question* This answer is  just what we might 

expect* The record of the Americans of Japanese ancestry on the West Coast is 

s in g u la rly  free of dependence on public assistance* There is  a decided resistance 

on th e ir part of anything that savors of public support* However, in  the present 

circumstances, most persons were -deprivadv.suddenly of their'sources of live lih o o d , 

and most have absorbed a considerable part or a l l  of th e ir savings in  supplement­

ing the goods provided by WCCA and WRA in the assembly and relocation centers.

I t  would be reasonable fo r the Americans of Japanese ancestry to expect public 

support in  re s titu tio n  for the private resources which they have lost during1 the 

process of evacuation* The evacuation and the losses entailed thereby by the 

great m ajo rity, "who are lo y a l ’American's, was carried out for the benefit of the 

entire country, and the cost should be shared by i t ,  and not put on the shoulders 

of the Americans of Japanese ancestry alone. However, ’most of the la tte r  would 

prefer compensation to  public support, and their feeling of independence and 

re sp o n sib ility  prompts them to ask for assistance to enable them to resume a 

competitive l if e  rather than a haven in which to re tire  from it,* I t  is true that 

a considerable number of e ld e rly  is se i who were on the point of re t ir in g  find the 

centers a convenient place to do so, since they are surrounded by friends and 

re la tive s and at home in a re la t iv e ly  frie n d ly  and to le ra b ly  comfortable environ­

ment* O rd in a rily , th e ir own resources or those of th e ir fam ilies would have
\

enabled them to  re tire - on a private maintenance basis* Their losses have made 

th is  impossible, but most of them would s i i i l l  prefer compensation and independence
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to a l if e  of dependence on governmental appropriations and subjection to admini­

strative  contro l, as the answers to th is  question and a considerable number of 

interviewees* statements indicate c le a rly . In any case, the care of these per­

sons w i l l  novt devolve upon the agency established for meeting th is  need among 

the entire population, namely, the Social Security Adm inistration. I t  is charged 

with providing them, as everyone else, ‘with the security in  old age which is the 

rig h t of every c itize n  who has worked or wanted to work to maintain our society 

during the years wl\en he was able. The A fr ic a n s  of Japanese ancestry have 

contributed more than th e ir share to the prosperity of our country by the hard 

work'and painstaking e ffo rt which they expended in  the P acific  Coast states and 

elsewhere, and they have ce rta in ly  earned any assistance which they need in  their 

old age. This r ig h t , however, does not a lte r the fact that 91% or more of the 

evacuees in  the Center are determined to refuse to liv e  in  the Center at Govern­

ment expense after the emergency is  over, and that only 1% stated that they 

would be w illin g  to stay i f  they had the opportunity. The w ritte n -in  comments 

reveal a great deal of resentment at the very suggestion--indeed, at the idea of 

even asking such a question. There is no need to fear a tendency on the part of
f . I

the Americans of Japanese ancestry to become parasites on the economy of the 

United States.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The fa'cts revealed by this study of evacuee attitudes concerning relocation 

point unmistakably to certain changes which are needed in  order to make possible 

a more effective and successful relocation program. The need is p a rtic u la rly  

great for helping the issei and th e ir minor dependents--approximately tw o-thirds
4 .

of the population of the centers— to relocate. This can be accomplished with the 

desired degree of success only i f  several po licies are put into effect or 

strengthened at an early  date.



F ir s t ,  i t  w i l l  be necessary to work out.some way of se ttlin g  several fam ilies 

together, to relocate the evacuees in  small communities, rather than as more or 

less isolated individuals or fam ilies scattered widely about* This is necessary 

because most of the evacuees, and the issei in  p a rtic u la r, feel that they cannot 

brave the world alone* They w i l l  have to be settled in  communities in  order to 

give them a feeling of se cu rity , and to enable them to s a tisfy  th e ir rjeeds for 

fellow ship, understanding, oongenial social in te ra ction , and a social environment 

which w il l  enable them to maintain th e ir mental health and to achieve social 

s o lid a rity  suffic ient to make them w illin g  to accept i t  in  place of the h ighly  

satisfying  social l if e  of the centers. Each community must be large enough to 

provide these basic req uis ites, without which the isse i are not going to relocate 

v o lu n ta r ily . However, as few as four or five  fam ilies w ith in  d a ily  v is it in g  

distance w i l l  be su ffic ie n t in  most cases# The communities should of course be 

kept as small, as is  required to avoid arousing the apprehension of the residents 

of the lo c a lity ,  which means that they can vary in  size from four or five  fam ilies 

to f i f t y  or more, depending upon the density of population and public sentiment 

in  the lo c a lity .  Such communities can be founded in  many d iffe re n t places, 

probably we w i l l  find that they w i l l  spread out from the most active foci of re lo ­

cation in  a l l  .directions u n til almost a l l  the United States east of the Rocky 

Mountains is  dotted with such small communities#

Second, the lack of capita l on the part of most evacuees must be overcome* 

This can best'be done, in  a l l  p ro b a b ility , by extending long-term loans to re ­

settlers* While l/?R& 9 as a temporal* :̂ agency, cannot assume such a function, i t  

can and should take de fin ite  action to see that this need is met promptly and 

e ffe c tiv e ly  by some other suitable agency. I t  sh uld even go so far as to request 

and arrange for the continuous presence in  the centers, of authorized representa­

tives of such other agencies so that evacuees can make d ire c t, complete, and con-
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elusive arrangements so that they Will know that they have resources upon which

to rely* In that case they will feel much more confidence in setting out afresh.

Withput such provision most issei will have a hard time to persuade themselves

that they are taking a warranted risk. Such loans are practically certain to be

paid, if the past financial record of the Americans of Japanese ancestry is any

indication. But even if lOjiv were never paid, such loans, even if given in the

amount of $5000 per family, would still be less expensive to the taxpayers than

the maintenance of the centers for even one half a year more. The responsibili—
will

ty and cost of caring for the aged and disabled, which/have to be met under 

&tty system, can be taken over by the Federal Social Security Administration.

More comfortable and healthful places and ways of caring for the aged can be 

provided than most of the centers can provide, at no greater cost. It would be 

undesirable as well as expensive to perpetuate the centers for such purposes. 

There is no valid reason, therefore, to hesitate in spending money to help the 

evacuees to get out and on their own feet again, and to close the'centers at the 

earliest opportunity. It is absolutely essential, however, that’the basic pre­

requisites which will enable the evacuees to do this confidently and successfully 

be made available to them. Capital is one of the most important of these pre­

requisites capital, enough to start a venture and to keep the family provided 

for until the proceeds can become'adequate to meet its needs.

Third, it will be necessary to re-establish the self-confidence of the eva­

cuees. The psychological shocks of the*war, of evacuation, and of assembly cen­

ter and relocation center experiences are here* They cannot-be overe one*by

to reOognize them, but they can be overcome by accurate, clear thinking, 

careful planning, and patient work. The most important effects result from 

repeated frustration, from denial in practice of our axiomatic American
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philosophy of equalitarian treatment of c itize n s , from the denial of freedom 

from a rb itra ry  arrest and imprisonment without t r i a l ,  from the imposition of 

a rb itra ry  and sometimes unjust, and unreasonable treatment in  assembly and re lo ­

cation centers, from loss of property and disruption of plans for economic, 

socia l, and educational progress. The results manifest themselves c le a rly  in  the 

apathy and lack of interest in  advancement and relocation by the issei particu* 

la r ly ,  and by numerous n is e i, in  the loss of fa ith  on the part of great numbers 

of evacuees in  personal worth, in te g r ity , and e ffo rt as a means to security and 

re c o g n itio n --in  a word, in  the symptoms of shattered self-confidence and defeat­

ism, Social demoralization is  not evident' as y e t, but may be expected to appear 

under such conditions. '

These results can be overcome most e a s ily  and ra p id ly  by constantly and 

repeatedly demonstrating to the evacuees that they have a l l  the freedom they 

want and that they w i l l  get a l l  the support and assistance they need to achieve 

se cu rity, in  every e ffort they make. In  so doing, they w il l  gain confidence 

enough to undertake greater and greater ventures u n til  they feel capable of 

complete independence again. Obviously, c r it ic is m , coercion, threats, and puni­

tive  measures'will have just the opposite e ffe c t, and delay the growth of s e lf - 

confidence se rio u sly. The patent and obvious demonstration by WRA and a l l  other 

governmental agencies of equal recognition o f equal a b il it ie s ,  great care in 

adm inistration to see that justice  is  done in  a l l  p articu la rs and that d iscrim i­

nation in  a l l  its  forms is  avoided, and that in d ivid ual m erit and conscientious 

e ffo rt is  recognized and rewarded, these ta ctics w i l l  be* most effective in  mak­

ing possible a better and more successful relocation program. By such treatment 

alone i t  w i l l  be possible to bu ild  up again the self-confidence of the fam ily 

which has seen its  savings from a lifetim e of hard laoor and economical hus­

banding swept awa  ̂ in  a year and a h a lf . AS a re su lt of clear demonstration
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that in d ivid u a l e f io rt  does m atter, that m erit, e ffo rt , and in te g rity  are recog­

nized and rewardedj that WRA, other governmental agencies, and private citizens

are ready and w illin g  to give equal recognition for equal performance, the

evacuees w i l l  be able to convince themselves that the experiences' they have gone 

through in the last year and a h a lf are not an indication of what they may ex­

pect in  the future— that they Can safely go out and build anew without ris k  of

danger or loss in  excess of that of the ordinary c it iz e n . An excellent possible 

demonstration of th is  sort would be the appointment of key evacuee administra­

tive and professional personnel who exercise s k ills  which are d if f ic u lt  to re ­

place to United States C iv i l  Service status , Refusal to accord such equal recog­

n it io n , to guarantee freedom of speech and action, and to deal ju s tly  and With­

out discrim ination, or attempts to deal harshly with evacuees in  an e ffo rt to 

make them feel that they want to escape from persecution in  the center, a l l  w i l l  

re su lt in  slowing down and reducing the effectiveness of the relocation program. 

The evacuees w i l l  c lin g  ever more t ig h t ly  to what l i t t l e  security they feel 

that they already possess i f  any e ffo rt appears to reduce that se cu rity . The 

objective is ,  after a l l ,  not to throw persons out of the center, but to help 

them start over in  a new place in  such a way that they can succeed, that they 

can become an in te g ra l, valuable, and accepted part of th e ir new community. I t  

is impossible to secure th is  objective without helping the evacuees to rebuild 

th e ir self-confidence to the point where they feel both desirous and capable of 

going out and establishing themselves as respected and successful members of 

some American community.

Fourth, even with friends as company, with Capital, and self-confidence, it 

is vital that the evacuees be fully informed concerning conditions in Various 

areas outside the centers. Ihis is not a new policy, for WRA has long maintained 

the need for complete, efficient school systems, and has expended considerable
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sums in 'p ro vid in g  education for adults as w ell as children* I t  has trie d  also 

to provide inform ation, to supply money to permit evacuees to go out and look 

over the situation before selecting a job or starting  a new business venture* 

Redoubling of efforts in  this d irection  is h ighly  im perative, however* Syste­

matic representation by every possible means of information on the economic, 

so cia l, physical, c lim a tic , agronomic, and other conditions in each part of the 

United States must be carried out even more intensive ly  than heretofore to re ­

move the feeling  of complete and b a fflin g  ignorance of the strange new location, 

to impart the- confidence born of acquaintanceship and dependable knowledge. 

Motion pictures and. slides such as those now being shown in  the various’ centers 

in  the relocation information series are excellent for the purpose, and should 

be u tiliz e d  to the utmost* V is its  of relocation officers to centers are exceed- 

in g ly  h e lp fu l. Literature from governmental and private agencies, well adver­

tised^ and distributed in  the centers, w i l l  also be helpful* Systematic in struc­

tion  in  subjects which relocators should know should be worked up by evacuee com­

m ittees, and taught as prerelocation courses • A coarse of th is  sort is  taught 

in  Granada Center schools and as part of the relocation committee program of 

adult education program in several centers. Issei and n ise i alike who are shown 

an. outline of a course.of this sort state d e fin ite ly  and with conviction that 

that sort of in stru ctio n  should be made compulsory as a prerequisite to leaving 

the center. I t  may not be the wisest thing to make such a requirement s t r ic t ly  

compulsoiy> but th^re is no, question as to its  usefulness and d e s ira b ility  for 

each evacuee* 0*1« of the most effective media of giving such in stru ctio n  is the 

personal contact between adm inistrative in d ivid u a ls , v is ito rs , and evacuees. 

Anything which tends to-keep apart evacuees and sta ff can be d e fin ite ly  con­

sidered to be a factor hindering the relocation program. The present practice 

of arranging for serious and capable representatives of evacuee groups to go out
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end survey an area or situation in which they might wi«h to relocate is also 
effective and should he continued and expanded.

The informational program will take care of several factors which are now 
holding up the relocation program seriously. The misinformation and uncertainty 
now existing concerning public opinion in the communities of prospective settle­
ment, lack of confidence in making a living, lack of confidence in establishing 
a secure future, and lack of information concerning living conditions, cost of 
living, wages, job opportunities, etc., will all be removed to a very large 
extent by the intensification and improvement of the processes of giving evacu­
ees all available information, lists of desirable literature.and outline of 
courses have been prepared for submission to the proper authorities, and requests

• /  1 V *

hâve been made for such aids to relocation. Much progress has been made in 
this field since the returns from the questionnaire were received,

Fifths various processes hay« been outlined and suggested to help care for 
other difficulties felt by the evacuees to be hindrances to their relocation.
The psychological treatment which has already been suggested for increasing the 
self-confidence of the evacuees will be of value also in overcoming diffidence 
and lack of facility in speaking English, lack of desire to put in conscientious 
efforts to overcome existing handicaps, or to perform necessary work in main­
taining the centers until relocation can make it possible to close them. While 
the Community Analysis staff does not labor under the illusion that its sugges­
tions and recommendations will perfect the world overnight, or even achieve com­
plete -relocation without difficulty, it is convinced that these suggestions will 
materially assist the effort to make the relocation program a definite success 
within a relatively short time. Actually carrying out the program is the 
responsibility apd duty of every resident on the United States, in order that 
we may again resume a mere perfect democracy, and regain the happiness and
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satisfaction  of a lo y a l, capable, and valuable group of Americans who have 

always given th e ir best services to th e ir country, cheerfully  and w illin g ly *

Community Analysis Sebtion 
Granada Relocation Center
Ituge OkubOj D*D*S.
Tomoo Ogita . (Relocated)
Virginia Takeiraira (Relocated)
Kimiko Naruse (Relocated)
Mary Rikimaru (Expatriated)
loshie Takayama 
Irene Miyamoto 
James Makimoto
Mary Suzuki (Relocated)
Maye Oye (Re lo ca t ed)
John A* Rademaker^ Ph* D a


