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M. W. Prince Hall Grand
Lodge, F. & A.M. of
Louisiana
Masonic School & Work-
shop, 1958

Jno. G. Lewis, Jr. M.W. Grand Master
R. U. Clark, RW. Grand Secretary
A. V. Williams, R.W. Deputy Grand
Master and Chairman of Committee
on Masonic Education
O. C. W. Taylor, Chairman, Comm.
on Public Relations

The questions and answers which
follow are intended to form the basis
of instruction and discussion at our
annual District Schools and Work-
shops. No effort has been made to
cover completely any particular phase
of Masonry. Since our Workshops are
held each year, ample opportunity
will be held to explore each area more
tully. Those desiring to pursue their
iquiry further are referred to the
sources from which this material was

gathered.
A Masonic Encyclopedia, Ray V.
Denslow
Prince Hall Primer — Harry A. Wil-
liamson

Freemasonry Among Men of Color
in New York State —Harry A.
Williamson

Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, 1915
Ed. — Mackey

Prince Hall Masonic Code of Loui-
siana

A Masonic Quiz — Alphonse Cerza

History of Freemasonry Among
Men of Color — Grimshaw

Freemasonry Among Negroes in
America — Davis

MASONIC HISTORY

Q. What is the foundation or be-
ginning of Freemasonry?

A. Tt did not begin at one time or
place. Some have supposedly traced
its origin to the beginning of man’s
tribal existence or earlier. The simi-
larity of certain aspects of Freema-
sonry with the earliest tribal rituals
gave rise to this school of thought.
Take the “Men’s House” for example.
This was the building where the
leaders or elders of the tribe met in
secret to discuss the welfare of the
group; taught the arts and trades of
the tribe, and instructed the new lead-
ers among them. The younger men
selected for initiation in the group
were advanced from degree to degree
as they became proficient.

Perhaps the first major organization
of artisans by “Craft” was that of the
Roman College of artificers founded
by Numa Pompilius, second king of

(continued on page 9, col. 3)
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS

We the Committee on the Grand Master’s Address wish to respect-
fully submit the following report.

This committee, after careful observation of the Grand Master’s
Address, his comments, recommendations and manner in which he has
so skillfully discharged the multitudinous duties that necessarily de-
volve on this office notwithstanding the other many and varied responsi-
bilities that understandingly are his in civil life, independent of fra-
ternal obligation, is deeply impressed with the spiritual make-up of
our Grand Master.

The address being replete with those expressions that in our opinion
could only stem from the heart of a God-fearing man who has whole-
heartedly embraced the most beautiful of all concepts “The Fatherhood
of God and The Brotherhood of Man,” and that we are our Brother’s
keeper, we commend the Grand Master in asking that the Grand Chap-
lain in behalf of this Grand Lodge, address the Throne of Grace, asking
for the peaceful repose of the souls of our departed brothers, the late
and revered Past Grand Master Brother George W. Wilson and Wor-
shipful Master Brother Sandy Brown.

This committee respectfully requests that the Grand Chaplain ad-
dress the Throne of Grace thanking our Heavenly Father for having
heard our prayers for the recovery of our Most Worshipful Grand
Master who just a few months ago underwent major surgery twice and
for the recovery of our Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer.

The deep thinking of our Grand Master and the contribution he is
making in supporting the theme of unity and offering the suggestion
of greeting at least five (5) other brothers each day whose acquaintance
we have not made before. We can think of nothing that would be
more conducive in cementing a closer relationship between our brothers.
The Grand Master seems to have had this thought in mind, “I do not
expect to pass this way but once so that any good I can do or any
kind word I can say for a fellow human being, let me do it now, not
neglect it or defer it for I shall not pass this way again.”
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We appreciate the Grand Master calling our attention to the con-
dition of the Craft relative to the economic situation of the country
referred to by some as a ‘recession,” by others more realistic, as a
‘depression.’

We appreciate the Grand Master calling our attention to the obli-
gation that we have all taken to go on foot and out of our way to aid
and assist one worthy distressed brother, their widows and orphans,
but in the face of his report to the Craft we are grateful to know that
we are holding our own numerically and financially.

Official Acts
We approve the official acts of the Grand Master as found on page
4 and 5 of his address and the authorization of Brother Frank Shipp,
P.M. to conduct a Grand Lodge funeral for the P. Grand Master George
W. Wilson.
Official Visits
We are in sympathy with the Grand Master in not being able to
visit every lodge in the jurisdiction which was his original intention
and desire and his expressed reason for the same, and in those lodges
that it was his privilege to visit he observed that a state of peace and
harmony prevailed.
Constitutional Ceremonies
We wish to compliment the Grand Master on the very fine assistance
that has been forthcoming from the officers, elected and appointed in
carrying out the duties of his office as relating to cornerstone laying
constituting and instituting new lodges.

Dispensations
We approve the dispensation granted by the Grand Master.

Grand Session Committee

With respect to the Grand Master’s comments under the caption
of Grand Sessions Committee, we have every reason to believe that
with the assistance of the Grand Trustee Board, this Grand Lodge will
take every reasonable and practicable steps to prevent a recurrence
of the situation that prevailed in Sacramento, Calif. We wish to con-
gratulate the Grand Master on the high honor conferred on him by
the Supreme Council recently, the highest honor in Masonry, the 33rd
degree.

With reference to the Youth Movement, we cannot place too great
an emphasis on the importance of giving all of our support to this
program. We believe that this type of program is a character builder
for the men of tomorrow. We also wish to call your attention to a letter
to the Youth Committee South from the sheriff’s Department of Los
Angeles County complimenting them on this program and the noticeable
effect that it is having in decreasing juvenile delinquency. The inspir-
ation afforded the youth especially on the ball field will some day
inspire them to become Jackie Robinsons, Roy Campanellas and Willie
Mayes.

We wish to commend the very fine brothers who are working and
directing this effort. Inquiries were made by other jurisdictions at
the Grand Masters’ Conference in Cleveland, Ohio relative to our very
fine youth program.

Public School Week

The fact that Freemasons introduced the idea of Public School
Week and the very fine letters of commendations coming from school
officials, namely in the Los Angeles area, in addition to dignifying
and emphasizing the importance of our participating in this program,

(continued on page 6)
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A SERIAL

WITHER GO WE?

By J. H. SROUFE

ParT I — SEcTien II

At the present time four or five
minority groups existing in this coun-
try are demanding particular attention
to themselves, of which only two
groups have shown sufficient growth
and power to become an actual men-
ace to our American way of life. One
of these is the Roman Hierarchy con-
trolling under the cloak of religion,
the great American Roman Catholic
Church. Its ambition in the light of
revelation is the political control of
the sovereign power here in the
United States. No other minority
group has such an ambitious program.
The other is a subversive movement
sponsored by Soviet Russia, a world
movement intended and designed to
envelop us along with the rest of the
world into a one world government,
with absolute control of all the peo-
ples of the earth.

The United States will never join
in this or submit to any plan that
takes away the rights and liberty of
the individual American citizen of
today. To subdue us they must de-
stroy us. The clamorings and petitions
of all other minority groups in the
United States do not aim at under-
mining our system of government, but
aim at eliminating so-called intoler-
ance against them by the great ma-
jority of the American people.

With any of these latter groups the
Masons have no controversy. What
these groups gain through governmen-
tal intervention is to be expected, in-
asmuch as such gains cannot possibly
be made without the assent and con-
sent of the majority of the citizens in
the United States. It is those groups.
which, inside our own borders, would
undermine and destroy our American
system of local control and super-
impose one of central control of our
American system, that we, as Masons,
fear to the point that we realize if
subversive force wins, the real Ameri-
can citizen might as well shut up
shop or go underground.

If the three and a half million
Mason-citizens in the United States
are alive to the possibilities of this
situation, and I think they are, they
now recognize that the Constitution
and all other instruments that go to
make up the basic laws of our land
are there for a purpose, and were set
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up as a part of the power to be exer-
cised by the sovereign people. If they
do not recognize this then Masonry
is already dead, and it is too late.

Masonry here in the United States
is not dead, however, and the awaken-
ing clear across this land of ours as to
the real danger of this insidious force
is quite evident to every Grand Juris-
diction in the United States.

Of these two forces subversive to
the government of the United States
of America, I consider the Roman
Hierarchy the more dangerous to our
American system. This statement, I
realize, is debatable, and I offer it as
a challenge but with some explana-
tion. Russia, to win here, must not
only destroy our government but our
people. Rome, to win, needs only to
control the representatives of the peo-
ple in a centralized government to
displace the sovereignty of the people
and enslave us to foreign domination.

The Roman Hierarchy aims only at
destroying our government through
controlled thought and information. It
is perfectly obvious that this is their
present manner of attack — and let me
say here that I am not predicting
what they will do but informing you
that the attack is already being made,
and that much progress has already
been attained. It is, therefore, obvious
that their strategy is to gain control
of the voting power of the country.
In comparing this to other attacks now
being conducted against our system,
that of the Roman Hierarchy easily
becomes the most deadly when all of
the facts and objectives are taken into
consideration. When all the chips are
down it will be seen by any who are
not blind that the fight with the Rus-
sians becomes a slugging match which
we could win, because physical and
brain power would be the chief asset
in that struggle. On the other hand,
no one can predict the outcome of a
battle such as presents itself between
the free people of this country, who
are not fully aware of the attack that
is being continuously waged against
them, and a subversive group that has
deliberately set out to win through
innuendo, intrigue, deceit and mind-
assassination.

It is these matters we must con-
sider. How will you and I meet this
situation? Will we come up with the
right answers? Let us then proceed
with a discussion of the best approach
to a provocative problem. This prob-
lem, if not properly considered and
weighed, may well lead to the de-
struction of the American way of life.

The development of the thesis I
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have to present, using “Whither Go
We?” as my springboard, has assumed
a certain familiarity on the part of
this enlightened audience with facts
of American history and of Masonic
background; hence rambling allusions
have been for the purpose of afford-
ing cues to thinking rather than a
close-knit organization on my part.
This evening I have defended the
point of view that within tyled lodges
of Freemasons, men who have at least
thrice bound themselves with oaths
which they were assured could not
conflict with their duty to God, coun-
try, neighbor, or self; men who came
to the door of the Lodge seeking ad-
mission to our Order as freemen, of
lawful age, and properly vouched for;
men, who, when given a chance to
retreat from the Altar before being
obligated, professed a belief in the
Great Architect of the Universe, —
should be able to consider without
passion facts of vital importance to
themselves and their families without
rancor and disharmony. I have, there-
fore, dared with firm belief in the
truth of what I have just said, to pre-
sent to you the concept that our way
of life is threatened by two grave
dangers: Russia and Rome. Russia is
a threat to our very existence, and
Rome is a threat to our freedom of
thought and conscience which, once
destroyed, would leave our bodies in
slavery.

My purpose has not been to mini-
mize the importance of either of these
subversive forces, but rather to point
to the graver danger which lies in the
one which has had 2000 years of ex-
perience in subjugating men by ruling
their souls. While our attention is
concentrated upon the one which is
more obvious and more material,
which reaches for the moment at least,
more deeply into our purses, the other
is quietly infiltrating our dikes and
threatening us with a drowning deluge
before our ark can be floated.

I propose in the next section of this
series, to reach more deeply into our
great Masonic history and tradition,
and to point as well as I may to the
close inter-connection between this
and the constitutional guarantees of
the Republic to whose flag we owe
allegiance, whose sovereign states of
free people enjoy a birthright more to
be prized than any pottage. I humbly
invite you to return to meditate as I
think aloud upon these matters that
are to me of importance without peer
to our commonwealth, to us as indi-
viduals, to our Masonic way of life
and to our American way of life.

Part II — next issue

NEW TEMPLE PLANNED —
Here We Go!

By Joun B. BRYANT

A group of energetic Past Masters,
Masters and Wardens met several
weeks ago to discuss the possibility
of laying plans for a Masonic Temple
in Los Angeles. This group, knowing
the needs of our joint Masonic meet-
ings, such as St. John’s Day, Prince
Hall Day, Joint Installation, also real-
izing that we have no suitable place
to hold the Grand Lodge in 1960,
dedicated their services and talents to
arouse interest, draw plans on the
trestle board, and lay the foundation
for the Edifice we have dreamed
about, Prince Hall City Inc. Bro.
George Holbert presented a blue print
of a program that he feels will build
the Temple we want. This body was
so enthusiastic, that they voiced an
opinion of nothing less than a million
dollar building, erected on a square
city block, and strictly a business ven-
ture for all of our Masonic Family.

Those assembled adopted the pro-
gram as presented by Bro. Holbert
and elected him Chairman of Prince
Hall City Promotional Committee.
Other officers elected were P.M. Al-
fred Thompson, Vice Chairman; John
B. Bryant, Secretary; P.M. Randolph
Williams, Treasurer; Sub-committee
chairmen selected were Roy M.
Moore, W.M., Research; P.M. Frank
G. Allen, Real Estate Procurement;
Castroma Thompson, S.W.—Publicity;
Anderson Jordan, S.W. was selected
as Assistant Secretary.

To start this stupendous monu-
ment, the committee will seek one
hundred persons of our Masonic Fami-
ly to pledge $500.00 to be paid over
a period of two years, one half pay-
able before Grand Lodge in 1959,
after that Incorporation, issue stock,
then start BUILDING.

Are you a BUILDER? Do you have
VISIONS OF A TEMPLE? Do you
have PATIENCE and FORTITUDE?
ARE YOU WILLING? . . . IF SO,
PRINCE HALL MASONS, LET’S
Go!

COULD YOU STIFLE
A LAUGH?

It was the first meeting after in-
tallation. The Junior Deacon had just
been advanced from Senior Steward.
It was his first time to officiate in that
place. To add to the feeling of buck
fever, the District Deputy was pres-
ent. In closing the Master asked re-
garding the duties of the Tyler. He
was told, “To guard against the ap-
proach of Evens and Cowsdroppers.”
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(continued from page 4)
we suggest that the entire jurisdiction lend all out support to this pro-
gram and recommend that individual lodges in their immediate locale
support with equal vigor this program.

We feel that we are justifiably proud of our official organ the

Prince Hall Masonic Digest as a dispenser of Masonic knowledge
throughout the jurisdiction and recommend a resumption of the four
issues a year.
Grand Master’s Conference

In the light of the disclosures made at the Grand Masters’ Confer-
ence given to us by our Grand Master in his report, certain observations
made by him at this conference would give great emphasis to the im-
portance of having representatives there.

Introspection

We are in sympathy with the Grand Master’s request under the
caption of ‘Introspection’ and feel that this matter should be referred
to the Trustee Board and after careful study on their part, they should
bring their recommendations to the Grand Lodge for definite actions
by the brothers. We appreciate the thoughtfulness in which the Grand
Master has gone into the operation of the Grand Lodge as indicated
in his recommendation referred to under the ahove caption.

Recommendations
We recommend as follows:
With respect to recommendation No. 1, be referred to Committee
on Charters and Warrants.
3. Trustee Board
. Trustee Board

Ul =

Jurisprudence

S

Jurisprudence

~1

Jurisprudence
Trustee Board
Jurisprudence

~
Qo

52

Conclusion
In observing the comments of our Grand Master, we are greatly im-

pressed with the religious fervor that is so much in evidence through-
out his beautiful and comprehensive observations. Here we are ex-
horted to lift up our ideals to the lofty heights so pertinent to our
profession. The revered values from the past; the hope evinced through
diligent effort in present times, and the dynamic faith in the promise
of a bright and glorious future that shall be ours through “Right-
Living.”

Fraternally submitted

Bro. Paur E. WasHINGTON

Bro. OBIE PRINCE

Bro. Leo T. WALKER

Bro. Frank G. WHITE, Chmn.

Bro. Roy M. MooRE, Secty.

CORRESPONDENCE READ AT THIS GRAND SESSION

There can be no more concrete example of good will than what
we find in our national fraternal orders. Here we see the extended
hand of friendship to all men. May I extend a sincere greeting to
each of you and wish you the best of luck in your deliberations.

Harorp J. Powkrs, Lieut. Governor of Calif.
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Grand Master’s Itinerary

March 2 — (19, 22)_____. Santa Monica
March 5—(13,17,37,71,91) Riverside

March 7— (49) Los Angeles
March 12 — (6, 11, 47, 67, 85, 86)
Fresno
March 17— (28, 53) . El Centro
March 18 — (5, 8, 18, 20, 21,
45,50,69) Los Angeles

March 20 — (12, 24, 40) _____Pasadena
March 23 — (38, 52, 55, 56, 59,

6,5 68, 70, 90) . Los Angeles
March 27 — All San Diego Lodges.
April 3 — (27, 48, 76, 77)______Vallejo
April 4 — (2, 61, 74, 78, 87)

Sacramento
April 6 — (44, 57, 81, 89)__Berkeley
April 7— All San Francisco Lodges.
April 8 — (15, 43, 46) _______San Jose
April 9 — (7, 25, 29, 36, 60, 62,

63, 73, 84)___ Oakland
April 10 — (14, 54, 6(‘) __Stockton
April 21 — (26) . Long Beach
April 23 — (46) Monterey
June 5— (30 ) McCloud

(23)

June 8 — _Portland, Ore.

Masters, Wardens, Secretaries
and Treasurers Meeting

March 28, 1959 — San Diego, Calif.
Time: 9:00 a.m. Fidelity Lodge Hall,
3007 Logan.

April 25, 1959 — Oakland, Calif.
Time: 9:00 am. Good Hope Lodge
Hall, 610 - 55th Street.

Grand Lecturer’s Itinerary

March 14 — (14, 54)_________Stockton
March 16 — (44, 57, 81, 89)_Berkeley
March 17—All San Francisco L()d(rcs
March 18 — (85) . Rlchmond
March 19 — (7, 25, 29, 36, 60,

62, 63, 73, 84) ________Oakland
March 20— (66) Modesto
March 21 — (2, 61, 87)__Sacramento
March 25— (15, 43, 46)____San Jose
March 26 — (27, 48, 77)_.______Vallejo
April 24 — (12, 24, 40) Pasadena
April 25 — (33, 52, 55, 56, 59,

65, 68, 70, 90) . Los Angeles
April 27 — (5, 8, 18, 20, 21,

45, 49, 50) __ Los Angeles
April 28 — (13, 17, 37 fa1s)

San Bernardino
April 29 — (91) . Santa Ana
April 30 — All San Diego Lodges.

May 27—(11, 22, 85, 66) Bakersfield
May 28 — (6, 67) ___ = Eresno
June 19 — (3()) __McCloud

June 20 — (23) Portland, Oregon

'58 Prince Hall Masonic Yearbook

A limited number of copies are now
available at $1.09 each, from the
Grand Secretary’s office.
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I extend my personal best wishes to you and to the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of California and Jurisdiction now holding its annual
convention in Portland. I look forward with pleasure to this oppor-
tunity of meeting you and you colleagues in San Diego in 1959. San
Diego, America’s only international playground, will provide a warm
and attractive meeting place for your next convention.

CHARLES C. DAL, Mayor of San Diego

City of San Jose, Santa Clara County. join Greater San Jose Cham-
ber of Commerce extending cordial invitation to hold your 1960 Con-
ference here, California’s Convention Hospitality City. Please give
earnest consideration as entire community will most heartily welcome
you.

Louis Sorari, Mayor, ORAN Svracut, Chairman Board
of Supervisors, F. H. CATTERSON, President, Greater
San Jose Chamber of Commerce

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TIME AND PLACE
Portland, Oregon
July 23, 1958
To The Most Worshipful Grand Master, Herbert A, Greenwood, To The

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of California and its

Jurisdiction, holding its 103rd Annual Communication in the beauti-

ful City of Portland, Oregon.
Greetings:

We, your Committee on Time and Place are indeed grateful for the
opportunity afforded us to be of service to you in considering the time
and place which our great institution shall hold their meetings. Our
findings are as follows:

L. Our meeting for 1959 in the beautiful City of San Diego has
been officially confirmed by the local lodges in a letter stating that they
are still desirous of having us there as well as an official invitation from
the City of San Diego signed by the Mayor, Chairman of the Board
of Supervisors and the President of the Chamber of Commerce. Real-
izing the cordial hospitality extended to the Prince Hall family from
the City of San Diego during our meetings there we were very happy
to receive this confirmation.

IL. For the year of 1960 we received three (3) invitations to hold
our 105th Annual Communication in their beautiful cities: The re-
quests were as follows:

A. From the beautiful City of Berkeley, Calif., an invitation to
meet there in 1960 was extended by the several lodges concerned,
along with an official invitation from the officials of Berkeley, Calif.
It was noted by the committee that the last meeting held by our
Grand Lodge in the City of Berkeley, was during the year 1947.

B. From the beautiful City of Los Angeles, Calif., an invitation
was received signed by the following named lodges: St. John No. 5;
Delta No. 21; Douglas No. 33; Thomas Waller No. 49; Western
Knights No. 56; James H. Wilson No. 68; Will W. Johnson No. 90.

Official invitations from the City of Los Angeles signed by the
Mayor; the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors and the Presi-
dent of the Chamber of Commerce. The last visit to the City of
Los Angeles by our Grand Lodge was during the year of 1949.

C. From the Beautiful City of San Jose, Calif., an invitation was
also extended by Richmond C. Marshall Lodge No. 15 accompanied
by the official invitation of the Convention Bureau of the City of
San Jose. Our last visit to the City of San Jose was during the
year 1952.

MASONIC DIGEST

A Caste System

By CuarLEs Van Corr

The Brotherhood of Man! Masons
talk it, sing it, play-act it, — but do
we practice it? Do we have the in-
tellectual backbone to face issues —
pleasant or not? Take Negro Masonry

. Prince Hall has been declared
legitimate by learned Masonic schol-
ars . . . yet white Masons smear
Prince Hall as clandestine . . . if white
Masonry gave simp]e credit to Prince
Hall Masonry as the ONLY legitimate
Negro Masonry, bogus Negro Ma-
sonic bodies would wither on the
vine!

Prince Hall and white Masonic
groups do NOT desire intervisitation
or intimate social contacts not wanted
by both bodies . . . But white Masonry
can unofficially help the Prince Hall
fellows keep their sound footing
among their own race. Masonry is
behind the times in its philosophy to-
ward men of color. The Roman Cath-
olic church looks the issue in the face
and acts in keeping with the spirit
of the times. But our fuddy-duddies
keep postponing the inevitable day
when justice must be given Prince
Hall Masonry.

Brother Giuseppi Mazzini said, ‘By
the law of God, given by him to hu-
manity, all men are free, are brothers,
and are equals.’ Idealistic quotations
like this makes good Trestleboard
fillers — but in actual practice they
bounce, off flint-hearted men who are
prejudice-prisoners . . . Prince Hall
leaders are wise enough to know that
they would be reduced to “zero” if
white Masonry took them over . . .
They want nothing like that . . . they
are a great fraternal power among
their own color, want to stay that way
. . . they resent being called clandes-
tine when their charter is as legiti-
mate as that of any white body . . .
we should be honest enough to ad-
mit it.

Two Lodges founded in ships:
Lodge Le Progress de I'Oceanie No.
371 F. & A. M. of Honolulu, T.H. was
originally founded on a sailing ship, a
barque by the name of Ajax hailing
from Le Havre, France. This ship
engaged in the whaling industry.
Date of founding of this Lodge was
April 8, 1843 . . . Major General
Henry Knox A.F. & A.M., of Boston,
Massachusetts was founded in the
USF Constitution, (U.S. Frigate ‘Old
Ironsides’), in Boston Naval Ship-
yvard, March 17, 1826. Knox in his
time was one of Washington’s gen-
erals.
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After due consideration of all invitations presented, the committee
went on record to unanimously recommend the City of Los Angeles,
Calif. for our 105th Annual Communication during the year of 1960.

The committee also requests that the Grand Lodge extend their
thanks and deep appreciation to the cities of Berkeley and San Jose,
Calif., for having extended an invitation to meet in their beautiful
cities and that they be resubmitted for the years of 1961 and 1962.

Again we wish to thank you for the opportunity to be of service
to this Grand Lodge.

Respectfully and Fraternally submitted,
Sargent Johnson, Firma Lodge No. 27
Oscar J. Clisby, Jewel Lodge No. 24
Frederick D. Bently. Douglas No. 33
Elwin Lee, Highland Heights No. 59
Frank O. Allen, James H. Wilson

No. 68, Chairman
Gentlemen:

Please accept my best wishes for a successful meeting of your
Annual Communication.

In behalf of the Officers and the Resident Guests of the Stovall
Foundation, I wish to offer, and request your acceptance of our sincerest
thanks, for the contribution made to our Organization, of the new
nine-passenger Ford station wagon, donated by the Grand Lodge.
This gift has been of the highest service to the Organization.

Mrs. John Jackson, the Executive Director of the Stovall Founda-
tion, will be among you at the Annual Communication and will repre-
sent us in person. Mr. Herbert Jenkins, whom I think, is your official
photographer, has some movies of our facility, which I hope, will be
shown to your members for their observation. Many of the Brothers
are personally acquainted with our Home, Organization, and the job
that we are making every effort to do for the Senior Citizens, who have
almost completed their role on the stage of life. We feel deeply moved
by this work, and hope that organizations like your own will see fit to
continue their support in every way as possible.

Since I know your background, and the outstanding community
work that you have attempted and completed Mr. Greenwood, it is my
deepest desire that the members of this Most Worthy Organization
will support you to the fullest, in order that you may complete those
assignments destined to you, may the Maker of the Universe, and that
Grandest Master of All continue to put upon your mind and matter
your human and required duties to mankind.

Again, thanks, success and best wishes from all of us of the Stovall
Foundation Inc. and the Leonard Stovall Home for the Aged.

Very truly yours,
BernarD C. HERNDON, President

Greetings from Hannibal Lodge No. 1 F.& A.M. May peace,
strength and harmony be with us. Fraternally, the Mother Lodge.
H. LumpkiIN, Secretary

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Wardens and Members of
the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge F. and A. M. of Cali-
fornia and its Jurisdiction. Greetings. May the blessings of heaven
rest upon you in this year 103rd Annual Communication.

Yours Fraternally,
Roscoe H. Broyres, P.G.M.
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Nosama Ponders
Bhagavad-Gita, Amazes
Critics on Jurisdiction

THIS IS 1958—AND “YOU ARE
THERE!” The great American pio-
neering spirit is about extinct. Where
is our once fierce love of independ-
ence! Many things have happened
with such speed that we Homo sap-
iens can't judge the awful urgency of
today. We are too wrapped up in
money-grabbing to crawl out of our
well-clothed hides and face reality.
(A Chimpanzee, free of human greed
hate and vanity, looks at our plight.)

I'm a Chimpanzee. Name, Nosama.
I'm from a “lower” form of life than
you men. But I sometimes wonder.
My animal friends kill only when
hungry or when another critter tries
to steal our mates. But every hist()ry
of mankind describes slaughter of
man by man— by the many millions.

Mark 4:40 wrote, “In God we trust”
but put your faith in H-bombs and
missiles. You seek peace through mili-
tary strength. The money spent for
armaments would fill the world with
new schools, hospitals — clean out
slums, help feed the 65% of the
world’s population that goes to bed
hungry.

This race for military superiority
is bankrupting the nations. The finish
line is mutual extermination. Man has
the capacity for both evil and good.
As a mere Chimpanzee I suggest the
calculated risk involved in negotia-
ting an upproach to the good in men
—even in our “enemies.” We betray
our souls when we plan destruction
of the world God created. No peace
is possible without disarmament—and
disarmament is impossible unless
some nation starts it.

Again, speaking as a chimpanzee,
communism will thrive in a world
where two-thirds of the world is hun-
gry and sick. Helping people help
themselves by sharing resources is the
answer. Mankind is indivisible and
nations in conflict are sick nations
needing the therapy of a common
meeting ground, an end of iron, bam-
boo, lace or dollar curtains. Bigotry
and ignorance are the real enemies of
understanding.

Your American middle class is a
“muddle class” conformous, boring,
filled with commercialized claptrap.
People spend their whole life in a
frenzied chase for money—and haven’t
the intellect to enjoy that money. The
average citizen sells his life span for
a 50-year pin from a corporation. He
is a dull gray blot, not a living color-
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tul personality. He reads trash, hears
TV and radio trash, thinks trash.

You are so engrossed in commer-
cialism you picture God as a book-
keeper with an IBM calculator setting
down debits and credits. All research
proves your religion arises from an-
ger and fear instead of peace and
love. Man creates God in his own
image. What kind of deity comes out
of the hustle and bustle, slipstreamed
skyscraper, mass marketing, TV-radio
blasting, timecard punching, indi-
viduality-destroying, mass conformity
world of nonsense?

Yes, I'm a chimpanzee, lower in the
evolutionary stratum than you men.
But the things you do insult my ele-
mentary intelligence. You hoard up
money and die without spending it.
You deny the adventure and growth
of life. You reverse-gear your thinking.
You plow under crops and millions
starve. You let speculators in stocks
and bonds influence national economy
(billions of dollars lost in ten minutes
when Wall Street heard of your Presi-
dent’s heart attack.)

You talk world peace and marshall
armaments for an Armageddon. You
tell the world of democracy and come
up with Little Rock. Your whole so-
ciety is geared down to 14-year old
level. Enough money is expended on
men’s perfumes and deodorants to do
enormous good. You talk of prosperity
and everybody has a house, car, tv,
watch, new suit on nothing-down, the
rest in 8 to 20 years. You talk of free-
dom and ruin the career of a man
who expresses individuality and his
own opinions.

And this great Brotherhood organi-
zation you belong to—it mystifies
me. It proclaims Equality of men yet
practices White Supremacy. It has
More Light as its catchword yet in-
tellectual discussion is prohibited. It
arose to power on the grit and guts
of salty men opposing tyranny—and
today it coasts along with despots and
caters to the status quo even if it is
oppressive. It proclaims democracy
and its leaders brag they have dicta-
torial power. It argues against men-
tal slavery and its own members are
opiated by mumbo-jumbo ritual,
words and grips. It’s all so strange.

Well, Mr. Human Being, after look-
ing at your world and thinking it over,
I'll stick to the jungles. I notice you
are urging folks to return to caves
to escape hydrogenization. Maybe
we'll meet underground someday and
start the whole scheme over again.
But this time let the Chimpanzees try

MASONIC DIGEST

We are happy to greet you on your Annual Communication. We
hope that you may ever continue to promote the ideals for which our
institution stands. Fraternally,

Joun G. Lewis Jr., Grand Master

On behalf of M.W. Porter, G.M. and Officers and members of Kansas
Jurisdiction, Greetings. May the Supreme Architect of Universe in
viewing your trestle board find all things peaceful and serene during
your Grand Session. Fraternally yours,

Frep W. TaYLOR, C. C. F. C.

It is our sincere prayer that your Grand Session will be a happy
one in which brotherly love shall prevail.

W. W. WarpoN, Sr., M.W.G.M. of Indiana

May you have a successful and peaceful Grand Lodge meeting.

Wirrarp W. ALLEN, Grand Master Masons of Maryland PHA

Your cordial invitation to me and Mrs. Schrunk to be your guests
at the Grand Sessions Program of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall
Grand Lodge, F. & A. M., California and Jurisdiction, July 20th and 21st
is sincerely appreciated.

Because of prior commitments for both of these times, I am sorry
to have to decline your invitation.

At your request, I have asked Mr. Hubert Goode to represent me
at the banquet on July 21st at 7:30 p.m. in the Neighbors of Woodcraft
Banquet Hall.

Thank you again for your thoughtfulness in extending this invi-
tation to me. Best wishes to all the members of the Grand Session.

TeErrY D. ScHrRUNK, Mayor of Portland, Oregon

Am sorry, unable to attend Grand Session due to illness in family.

P.M. RoBert W. Forp, No. 12, Grand Standard Bearer

Board and Staff Booker T. Washington Center extends greetings.
Wishing you and members much success at Grand Lodge Session.
Please thank -entire membership for help Grand Lodge gives annually
to our Center.

James E. STRATTEN, Executive Director

Dear Sir:

Because of illness, I am unable to attend the meeting, but Mrs.
Christobel Jacobs will arrive at 8:40 p.m. tonight, Tuesday, and I pray
that you will grant her the privilege of presenting our appeal to your
Session. Sincerely,

Juanita C. MAckLIN, Executive Director of
The Exceptional Children’s Opportunity Schools

their hand. We couldnt do much
worse. And on the subject of the Con-
quest of Space—when are you men
going to conquer the few inches of
space between right and left ears?
Nosama Will Stay with Apes!

— Masonic Inspiration

IMPORTANT

Send in the changes necessary to
correct Lodge Directory, page two, if
any errors are found. Masters and
Secretaries take notice!!
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JAMES MILLER, 32°

VICTORIA CONSISTORY ELECTION

James (Jimmy) Miller has been elected
and installed as Commander-in-Chief of
Victoria Consistory No. 25, A.A.S.R. of
the Prince Hall Masonic family. Other of-
ficers who will assist Miller in carrying
out the Consistory's new year are Ist
Lieutenant J E. Dixon; 2nd Lieutenant;
Lodge of Perfection Willie Stiles; Knights
Rose Croix, Reverend W. B. Smith; Knights
of Kadosh, Spencer Breeden.

The Voice of Michigan

The Michigan Voice of Prince Hall
is a very fine publication, and it comes
to our office with equal regularity.
Brother Donovan A. Dosey is doing
a very fine job back there and if any
of the California Masons are inter-
ested in subscribing to this periodical,
it comes out six times per year and
the subscription price is one ($1.00)
dollar per year. Send your check or
money order to the M.W. Prince Hall
Grand Lodge F&AM of Michigan,
3500 McDougall, Detroit 7, Michigan.

The coverage is very excellent,
splendid coverage of the higher
branches and adoptive rites in that
state. It is one of the many Prince
Hall Grand Lodge publications that
lands in the editor’s office on an ex-
change basis. While this Grand Lodge
sends out to each Grand Master,
Grand Secretary and to the Chairman
of Correspondence of each Prince
Hall Grand Lodge, there just doesn’t
seem to be the reciprocity that Michi-
gan displays. We do hope that some
of the other jurisdictions reading this
will act accordingly, as we of this of-
fice can utilize news from the various
parts of the country.
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The United Brothers of Friendship and Sisters of Mysterious Ten,
California, Oregon and Washington Jurisdiction wish to take this op-
portunity to wish this grand body a successful and harmonious Grand
Session on this their 103rd Communication.

May God give you a successful future in all of your endeavors.

Fraternally yours,
Tromas E. WiLsoN, Worthy Grand Master

It is a pleasure that we extend to you Fraternal Greetings from the
Prince Hall Grand Guild of California Templars of Crusades on your
103rd Annual Communication held in the City of Roses, Portland, Ore.

May God bless you in all of your deliberations. We hope that peace,
harmony and happiness prevail during your sessions and that you
will accomplish great achievements during this Communication.

Fraternally yours,

Mgs. Bessie MaY, Grand Princess Captain
Mgs. HENRIETTA WHITESIDE, Grand Recorder
Mgs. Sterra Encuisu, G. C. F. C.

The Knights and Daughters of Tabor International Order of 12
California-Arizona Jurisdiction wish you a successful and harmonious
Session.

Sik GEORGE F. RoGERs, Chief Grand Mentor
Mgs. T. L. WitLiams, Grand High Preceptress
ALICE M. LorTON, Grand Foreign Correspondent

Dear Friends: The Board of Directors and Trustees of the Stovall
Foundation congratulate you on your 103rd Annual Communication
and thanks again for combining several of your annual contributions
into one large gift which enables us to purchase a new nine-passenger
Ford station wagon to help the transportation problems at our non-profit
Leonard Stovall Home for the Aged. We hope that your convention
will be blest with success and pleasure for each Mason attending.

Sincerely yours

BErRNARD C. HERNDON, President

The Board of Trustees made their final Report including the Budget
for the year 1958-59 to the Grand Lodge which is as follows:
Grand Master’s Office:
Expenses and i anSponta o1 N % 3,500.00
Furniture, Equipment, $2,000; Salaries, etc., $3,000 ____  5,000.00

ilinusteesfandPAT clitor s 3,000.00
Grand Secretary $1,500; Assistant $300; con-
gencies $400 __ 2,200.00

Grand Lecturer 800.00

Past Grand Masters and Wardens 700.00
Grand Sessions 500.00
Prince Hall Masonic Digest . G Yol g e 5,470.35
Grand Treasurer . h 800.00

Appointed MO cers | 5,000.00

Printing and Supplies 3,500.00
Scholarship B e 1,200.00
1,500.00
2,000.00

TotaldBudgetarySFiguresf s sy S SR e e -$35,170.35
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The name of Mason City, Ia., origi-
nated with Freemasons. Members of
the Craft first named the village Shib-
boleth, changed it to Masonic Grove,
then to Mason City.
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Center spread pictures include Western Knights Lodge, Beulah Chapter,
Silver Square Lodge, Princess Oziell Chapter, F. A. Harris Lodge, Grand
Master Herbert A. Greenwood, Diamond Jubilee Club, O.E.S., I'lee Wig-
gans and Fred Powers of Symphony Chapter, Sojourner Truth Chapter
and Peninsula Lodge.

M




Masons Honor Bro. Harry
Williamson with Luncheon
at Waldorf Astoria Hotel

Prince Hall Masons of New York,
tendered a luncheon to M. W. Harry
A. Williamson, Sunday November 2,
1958 at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel
Empire Room at Park Avenue and
50th Street, New York, N.Y.

Working in a field where laurels
are not easily won, no merit ever
tully rewarded, Williamson has con-
tinued the struggle singlehanded
without exception to battle for recog-
nition of Prince Hall Masonry.

Among a host of adversaries, with
a courage that could do credit to our
founder, Thomas Prince Hall, Wil-
liamson has contributed to masonic
publications, both black and white in
most parts of the globe.

His masonic collection eventually
outgrew his then spacious home and
on advice of his friend, the late Ar-
thur A. Schomberg, he donated it to
the New York Public Library. That
part pertaining to white masonry was
sent to the 42nd Street Branch, and
that part pertaining to Negro Ma-
sonry to the 135th Street Branch.
When asked why he had done this,
he replied that the Prince Hall Mason
yet unborn, would be able to read
what had gone on before him, and
the serious student would be able to
pursue without trouble his search for
truth.

His masonic contributions are wide-
ly known by both white and colored
masonry.

Appreciation Award Goes

to Roberson

Leon M. Roberson, 213 Frost, was
presented with the seventh annual
appreciation award of Prince Hall
Grand Lodge, Free Masons, during
the lodge’s public reception Monday
afternoon at the County Bldg.

The lodge is holding its state con-
vention there, and the sessions end
Wednesday with election of officers.

Mr. Roberson was given the award
in appreciation of “outstanding con-
tributions in the field of human rela-
tions.”

The award was presented by Walter
J. Stewart of Muskegon, past grand
master of the grand lodge.

St. Nicholas Lodge No. 12 of Jack-
son, of which Fred Parchall is wor-
shipful master, is hosting the conven-
tion. The grand lodge’s grand mas-
ter, John W. Stevenson of Lansing,
will give his address in the Wednes-
day morning session.
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Responsibility of Masonic
Press

In an effort to improve the general
quality of Masonic publications this
writer hazards the suggestion that
proffered material be given a more
careful screening than is now evident-
ly the case. As one Masonic editor has
said, too many of such publishers have
a weakness for “pious frauds” and
“fish stories” having sensational value
and power to attract the eye of the
reader but little else to justify their
appearance in print under such aus-
pices.

An ancient story involving an al-
leged admission of a woman into the
Masonic initiation is a case in point.
If this happened at all, which is very
doubtful, it was long before the order-
ly organization of the modern Craft.
But it makes juicy reading and invites
the attention of those always on the
lookout for the bizarre and sensa-
tional. Certainly to dwell on such a
legend is to commit a disservice to
Masonry. Quite probably the story
was a “plant” aimed at discrediting
the budding Craft which offered a
profound threat to the security of the
bigotry and special privilege that
characterized those days, in 1712.
There is no good purpose in resurrect-
ing such a thing.

If there be any single attribute es-
sential to the success of a Masonic
magazine it is complete integrity and
strict objectiveness. There is the sol-
emn obligation to set only the truth
and the useful before the Craft. That
which only entertains without offering
anything of substance and value from
the spiritual viewpoint is of dubious
propriety, to say the least. This is not
to eliminate the humorous but only to
screen it. For humour has its impor-
tant part to play in our everyday life.
But let it be clean and with pithy
objective in point with Craft tradi-
tions.

The Masonic Press, as a unit, is
vital to the health of Freemasonry
everywhere. There is more than the
mere relationship of publisher and
reader in its function. There is the
obligation to be spokesman for the
Craft before the general public at
times and to assure that the casual
reader, upon picking up a copy and
having little or no real personal
knowledge of the Craft, shall not be
misled into forming erroneous opinion
based on the superficiality of what he
reads. It's a heavy responsibility, and
one demanding the most careful con-
sideration — Ralph T. Moore, PGM,
Oregon.

Degrees Don’t Make
a Mason

Many are the men who progress in
Masonry by obtaining degree after
degree in rapid succession. People in
general may look upon these indi-
viduals because of their numerous de-
grees and titles, as leaders and repre-
sentatives of the Masonic fraternity.
This is not always true as one who
has received only the first three de-
grees could be a greater exemplar of
Masonic truths and teaching than his
Brother.

We should always encourage Breth-
ren to go further into Masonry, but
at the same time, let us avoid the
temptation of implying that he will
be “higher” in Masonry. Otherwise,
and without being conscious of it, the
Craft may gradually come to think
of a Brother as being high in Masonry
simply because of the numerous de-
grees he has received in honored and
respected orders and thus regard these
degrees as being higher than the de-
gree of Master Mason, the foundation
stone of all Masonic orders.

I like to think of a Master Mason
in relation to a conversation between
two non-Masons, in which one was
talking about a citizen of his com-
munity in the following language:
“John is a good church man; he is a
good family man; he takes an interest
in civic affairs, without being too ob-
trusive; he is always ready to help a
fellow citizen. I think John is just
about the highest type of citizen one
could imagine.” Whereupon his com-
panion said, “I think I can perhaps
give you the explanation. You know,
John is a Master Mason.” — Masonic
Tidings

OSCAR CLISBY, P.M.
Jewel Lodge No. 24
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THE LETTER “'G*’

By the late REynoLp E. Bricut, FPS
Los Angeles, California

Of all the symbolism of Freema-
sonry, those symbols which relate to
mathematics are certainly the most
significant. High emblazoned above
the Master’s chair flames the sacred
letter “G,” which we are told, repre-
sents Geometry. Looking back over
the history of Masonic symbolism we
find that the science of numbers oc-
cupied a large part in the teaching of
ancient Masons. In the Old Charges,
which have been traced by experts
to the fourteenth century, the young
Mason is strictly enjoined to make
himself master of the science of num-
bers, especially of geometry, because
it is the basis of all human achieve-
ment. Whether you build a house,
throw a bridge across a roaring tor-
rent, erect a monument to endure
through the milleniums, gridiron a
continent with railroads, write a
poem, or sweep the vast spaces of the
infinite darkness to rob the eternal
spaces of their innermost secrets, you
must be a master of mathematics.

Divine Expression

The ancient philosophers saw in
numbers not only a means of cipher-
ing and calculating, but read into them
a divine significance. One of the great-
est of all the ancient wise men was
Pythagoras, and there are many Ma-
sonic students who trace much of the
deeper teaching of Freemasonry to
him. When the Romans were com-
manded by the Oracle of Delphi to
erect a statue to the wisest of the
Hellenes, they chose Pythagoras for
the statue. This wise old Athenian
declared, “All things are in numbers.
The world is a living arithmetic in its
development —a realized geometry
in its repose.”

Plutarch tells us that Plato was once
asked how God employed his time,
and he replied, “God is always geo-
metrizing.” Elsewhere Plato remarks
that “Geometry rightly treated is the
knowledge of the Eternal,” and over
the porch of his Academy at Athens
he put the inscription: “Let no one
who is ignorant of geometry enter my
doors.”

Figures Not Cold
Now because Freemasonry sets
such store by mathematics and bids
its disciples learn the principles of the
science of numbers, let it not be
thought that Masonry regards life and
the world in a hard, grim, literal and
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mechanistic manner. It must be re-
membered that mathematics is used
by Freemasonry as a symbol of moral
and spiritual truth, and if its mean-
ing is to be known, geometry must be
idealized; it must be used not so much
for the mathematical truth it reveals,
but as a representation of a deeper
truth.

This is where the enlightened imagi-
nation must do its work. The Right
Hon. George J. Goschen, the famous
Scottish ~statesmen and economist,
once said: “The whole study of ge-
ometry is an imaginative study. The
lines with which geometry deals are
not the imperfect lines that are drawn
upon the paper or slate, but the ideal
lines that have length without breadth
and which therefore can exist only in
the imagination. No man has ever seen
or will ever see a circle or a square
which complies with the definition of
a circle or a square. The thing defined
exists only in the imagination, and
every problem in geometry involves
the exercise of that faculty. The use
of the imaginative faculty is so much
a part of our normal habits of thought
that we scarcely realize that our
imagination is at work at all.”

Its Significance

Let us therefore ask ourselves the
question: What is the moral signifi-
cance of geometry? What is the spir-
itual meaning of mathematics? By the
application of the rules laid down in
the science of numbers the Operative
Mason of earlier years learned how to
lay off angles and triangles and invoke
those principles upon which edifices
and structures are erected. The Specu-
lative Mason of this later day uses
mathematics to discover the power,
the wisdom, and the goodness of the
Grand Artificer of the Universe, and
demonstrate the more import(mf
truths of morality.

The first lesson we learn from the
study of mathematics is that this is a
perfect universe. The cosmos in itself
is a thing of beauty, of truth, and of
joy. It is a glorious representation of
its Maker, who looked upon the work
of his hands and rejoiced to see that
it was good. And the universe is con-
sistent with itself. It is a perfect sym-
phony. The cosmos is permeated with
a transcendent music, the seeming
discords of shadow and loss, of limi-
tation and decay, are but the dis-
sonances necessary to the perfect un-
folding of the divine theme. The laws
of God are immutable, delicate, and
indescribably beautiful. Two and two
make four throughout the universe,
and we cannot conceive of a place

or condition wherein the principles of
mathematics are reversed, denied, or
inoperative.

Quickly someone will point out the
misery and injustice of human life;
tyranny, wrong and wretchedness, and
cry, “Behold—do not these agonies and
horrors deny our doctrine?” Nay, not
so! Let the mighty Emerson give the
answer: “The ruin or the blank that
we see when we look at Nature, is in
our own eye . . . The reason why the
world lacks unity, and lies broken and
in heaps, is because man is disunited
with himself When a faithful
thinker, resolute to detach every ob-
ject from personal relations and see it
in the light of thought, shall, at the
same time, kindle science with the
fire of the holiest affections, then will
God go forth anew into the Creation.”
Continuing our great American proph-
et cries: “Every spirit builds itself a
house, and beyond its house a world,
and beyond its world a heaven
Build therefore your own world. As
fast as you conform your life to the
pure idea in your mind, that will un-
fold its great proportions.”

I have said that the universe is con-
sistent with itself. In the realm of
mathematics, which is simply a set
of symbols or factors with which we
measure the world, we use laws and
rules that are precise, unchanging and
utterly comprehensive. This accuracy,
this precision, this perfection we find
throughout the world of Nature. The
growing of the corn, the swing of
Orion and the tides of the sea are
illustrations of this law. The moral law
is one with gravitation. It is a perfect
thing, allowing no lapses — or caprice.
The law of righteousness and law of
the multiplication table are identical.
Three times three are nine is no more
expressive of immutable law than that
whatsoever a man soweth that shall
he reap. He who builds his home ac-
cording to the principles of geometry
may rest secure in the face of storm
or tempest. He who builds his life on
the rock of moral rectitude builds also
on a rock that cannot be moved, and
he too may rest secure. This is good
Masonic doctrine and it lies at the
root of Masonic ethics.

Law of Love Highest

Yet I would not leave you thinking
that morality is wholly a thing of pre-
cept and conduct. It is something far
deeper, more subtle, more beautiful.
There is a law of mathematics. There
is a law of gravitation. There is a law
of astronomy. There is a law of right-
eousness. And they are all phases of
the same great, fundamental, all-em-
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bracing law. But there is also a law
of LOVE, and that is greater than
them all. A few years ago a great Ma-
son, a great man, a great scientist,
passed away. I refer to our beloved
Californian, Luther Burbank. The Su-
preme Council of the Scottish Rite,
Southern Jurisdiction, recognized his
splendid services to humanity by
conferring upon him the honor of the
Thirty-third Degree, and he was
worthy of this splendid recognition.
Despite the snarling of critics and
those who would make a sensation
out of a simple man’s simple words,
he was no atheist, no infidel, no sneer-
ing unbeliever. In the truest sense he
was a believer, because he believed
in God’s love as against the prophets
of cruelty and hatred, and he pro-
claimed to the world his confidence
in God’s mercy and infinite kindness
toward all his children, the erring and
the foolish as well as the righteous
and respectable. He shared the un-
limited sympathy of the great Lover,
the Divine Lover, who revealed to us
the unutterable kindness of the heart
of the Heavenly Father.

On the eve of his seventy-seventh
birthday Luther Burbank addressed
a mess;lge to “the children of the
world.” He knew that the children in
their simple faith and sincere love
more closely approximated goodness
than anyone else. He told them that
their happiness will be in direct pro-
portion to their loving thoughts “to-
ward every person and animal, and
even toward stars, planets, oceans,
rivers, and hills.” The great scientist
and humanist had caught a glimpse
of the deepest truth; only as we love
do we live, only as we love do we
grow, only as we love do we approach
the heart of the Great Almighty Father
whose name is Love.

It seems a long journey from the
forty-seventh problem of Euclid and
the geometry of Pythagoras to an ex-
hortation to love one another, but it
is not so far after all. The Mason who
understands the mystical significance
of the letter “G” that gleams with a
spiritual refulgence above the Mas-
ter’s chair will know that this is the
secret doctrine. Blessed are the eyes
that see, the ears that hear, the hearts
that feel, and the hands that do. They
only are wise.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Editor wants all old cuts or pictures
of Lodges laying around in your home
or anteroom of your Lodge, to pub-
lish in future issues!!!
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SOME MEN OF MARK IN PRINCE HALL FRATERNITY

by Harry A. WiLLiamsoN, Grant Historian, P. H. Grand Lodge, N. Y.

The fourth quarter issue of the
Prince Hall Sentinel for 1958, which
is published by Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of New York, carried an ac-
count of the Testimonial Luncheon
tendered me by my Grand Lodge last
November at the Waldorf-Astoria Ho-
tel, at which time M. W. Aldrage B.
C()oper, a P. G. M. of New Jersey,
the guest speaker, referred to a num-
ber of Freemasons whose names are,
without question, unknown to the
present generation of Prince Hall Ma-
sSons, consequently, I am presenting
a brief sketch of these Brethren who,
long ago set sail on the sea of immor-
tality to an Unknown Land, who were
active in the cause of Prince Hall Ma-
sonry during a much earlier era.

JAMES CARTER CORBIN

He was a Grand Secretary of our
jurisdiction in Arkansas. He was an
expert mathematician, and the author
of a text book upon the subject which
was used in the schools of his state
at one time, also, he was a linguist,
speaking several languages fluently.

SAMUEL W. CLARK

At one time a Grand Master of the
Ohio Craft, and the author of “The
Negro Mason in Equity” published
in 1885 in the proceeding of his Grand
Lodge, and later in pamphlet form;
a very interesting and valuable trea-
tise.

ARTHUR A. SCHOMBURG

A Grand Secretary of New York,
and author of a number of contribu-
tions to various (white) Masonic peri-
odicals concerning our Fraternity. He
and I collaborated in the preparation
of the “Chronological Warrant” now
in use by all of the Lodges working
under the New York Jurisdiction.

He was the Founder of the famous
Schomburg Collection of Negro Liter-
ature located at the 135th Street
Branch of the New York Public Li-
brary; a collection of such items which
is considered to be the finest any-
where in this or any foreign country,
about our race both here and abroad.

WILLIS N. BRENT
At one time a Grand Master of our
Missouri Jurisdiction who was very
active in the various controversies per-
taining to the Prince Hall Fraternity.

WILLIAM H. GRIMSHAW
A Past Grand Master of our Craft
in the District of Columbia, and the
author of “A History of Freemasonry
Among the Colored People of North
America,” a volume which has long
been out of print.

WILLIAM FRANCIS POWELL

A graduate of the New Jersey Col-
legiate Institute at Bordentown, also
of Lincoln University, Pa., which later
conferred upon him the degree of
Doctor of Laws.

Later, through appointment of
President William McKinley, he be-
came United States Minister to the
Republic of Haiti, and Charge d’Af-
fairs of the Republic of San Domingo.

In his volume “Footprints of Prince
Hall Masonry in New Jersey” P.G.M.
Aldrage B. Cooper has presented a
number of interesting facts concerning
this Freemason which are too numer-
ous to reproduce in this sketch.

HARRY E. DAVIS
An attorney and a member of the
Ohio State Legislature, also the au-
thor of “History of Freemasonry
Among Negroes in America”; this is
one of the few works upon the subject
now available.

WILLIAM H. PARHAM
JEREMIAH A. BROWN
These Brethren were very active in
the cause of our Craft, and were the
authors of “The History of the Grand
Lodge of Ohio” published in 1906.

MARTIN R. DELANEY, M.D.

The first citizen of color to be com-
missioned an officer in the Army of
the United States, holding the rank
of Major in the Medical Corps during
the Civil War, likewise, the first Prince
Hall Mason ever to publish a work
about the Craft, and under the title
of “The Origin and Objects of An-
cient Freemasory; Its Introduction
Into the United States and the Legiti-
macy Among Colored Men” published
about 1855. Only three (3) copies of
this volume are known to be in exist-
ence.

BRUCE GRIT

This Freemason’s name was “John
Edward Bruce,” the above being his
“pen name” for he was a contributor
to various daily newspapers in New
York City. He was a member of Prince
Hall Lodge, No. 38, o New York
City, and the author of tle following
pamphlets:

(a) “The Mission and the Oppor-
tunity of the Negro Mason.” Notes on
Solomon’s Temple, published in 1906.

(b) “Prince Hall, The Pioneer of
Negro Masonry; Proofs of the Legiti-

macy of Prince Hall Masonry,” pub-’

lished in 1921.

(¢) “The Significance of Brother-
hood,” published in 1919.
(cont. on page 19, col. 1)
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This is the committee that is mak-
ing elaborate preparations for the
forthcoming Grand Sessions of the
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons;
The Prince Hall Golden State Grand
Chapter of the Order of Easiern Star
and the Prince Hall Grand Chapter
of the Heroines of Jericho, all of whom

GRAND SESSIONS COMMITTEE — SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA

meet concwrrently during the third
week of July in the Silver Gate City
of San Diego. -

Left to right: L. Washington,
Badges; M. Potts, Registration; C.
Moore, Banquet; H. Warren, General
Information; M. K. Courts, General
Chairman; J. Owens, Vice Chairman;
M. Andrews, Treasurer; E. Brown,

Decorations; E. Williams, Assistant
Secretary. Back row: B. Williams,
Promenade; J. O. Whaley, General
Secretary; C. Thompson, Souvenir
Program and Publicity; C. Huff,

Courtesy Cars; P. VVash'ington, Hous-
ing; G. Hawkins, Co-Housing Chair-
man.

— Publicity Report

SAN DIEGO PREPARES FOR YOU

SAN Dieco. — For the third time,
beautiful Balboa Park will be the site
for the Annual Communications of the
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge, F.&A.M., Golden State Grand
Chapter, O.E.S. and the Grand High
Court, Heroines of Jericho.

Joint religious services will be held
in the Conference Building, Sunday
July 19, 1959, as will the subsequent
sessions of the Golden Gate Grand
Chapter O. E. S., Recital Hall will
house the deliberations of the Prince
Hall Grand High Court, Heroines of
Jericho. The Most Worshipful Prince
Hall Grand Lodge of Free and Ac-
Cepted Masons, will occupy the Fed-
eral Building.

Housing Committee — Arranged for
approximately 1500 accommodations
to suit the most discriminating taste,
be it economy or luxury — more hous-
ing available if needed.

MASONIC DIGEST

Souvenir Program. — In process of
compilation. Rates are as follows:

Full page, $40.00; 3/4 page, $32.50;
1/2 page, $25.00; 1/4 page, $15.00;
1/8 page, $9.00; Compliments or Per-
sonal Greetings, $3.00; Patrons, $2.00.
All cuts or photographs extra plus
space purchased.

No extra charge for your cut.

Positions in the Souvenir Program
will be on a “first come, first served”
basis.

Anyone wishing a Souvenir Pro-
gram'may receive same by payment
of $1.25 to his Lodge, Chapter or
Court. Said Organization will draw a
check on its treasury for the number
of copies desired. Programs will be
sent post-paid by the Secretary of the
organization for distribution to you
or your friends throughout the coun-
try, as desired.

Banquet.—Will be held in the Palm
Room of the U. S. Grant Hotel — ca-
pacity, 950.

Grand Promenade. — Balboa
Club — 1500 capacity.

Badge Committee. — Final arrange-
ments pending.

Courtesy Cars. — Ample will be
available,

Registration Fees:

Banquet, $4.50; Promenade, $2.50;
Registration, $4.50. Total: $11.50.

Badges: .25 each.

Package Deal: $10.00 (includes all
above).

ALL ROADS LEAD TO SAN DI-
EGO — July 19-22, 1959.

Address communications to: 1959
Grand Sessions Committee, P.O. Box
368, San Diego 12, Calif.

CrLypE M. THOMPSON
Publicity Chairman

Park
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CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH CORNERSTONE LAID

At the invitation of Reverend S.
M. Dockridge and Chairman Andrew
D. Vann, The Most Worshipful Prince
Hall Grand Lodge with members of
the several San Diego Masonic
Lodges assisting, the cornerstone of
Calvary Baptist Church was laid in
the Ancient Masonic manner.

Brother Paul E. Washington, Grand

Junior Warden acted as Grand Master
and conducted the ceremonial. It was
attended by members of Fidelity
Lodge No. 10, Gustavus Thompson
Lodge No. 79, Golden West Lodge
No. 83, and Starling J. Hopkins Lodge
No. 88, and was probably one of the
best attended Masonic functions in
recent local Masonic history.

Participating officers are as follows
(left to right) John A. Goodwin,
Grand Bible Bearer; Ernest Botts,
Grand Treasurer; Hiram Ransom,
Grand Standard Bearer; Holland
Campbell, Grand Marshall; Paul E.
Washington (laying stone) Acting
Grand Master and Nathaniel Badie,
Grand Orator.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Lima, Peru
Greetings and Salutations:

Hoping these few lines find you en-
joying good health, also your entire
family.

Have been running to the West
Coast of South America for nearly a
year now. On my last voyage I visited
two Masonic Lodges in Callao, Peru.
I was made very welcome and invited
to return at any time I happened to
be in that city. Of course the work
is in Spanish and is a bit different
from ours.

I left a copy of our Digest with
each Lodge visited and also several
copies of Masonic Inspiration by
Charles Van Cott.

An invitation was made through me
to all members of the Prince Hall
family to visit whenever they are in
that country. Peru extends a warm
hand of friendship to them.

There are four Lodges in Callao
and several in Lima, the Capital City
of Peru, only twenty minutes away by
cab. One U.S. Dollar fare, or twenty
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Soles, Peruvian currency, or one and
one-half soles by trolley or bus.

The total membership in the coun-
try is about three thousand and of that
number over two hundred and fifty
live in Callao.

Their main problem now is Public
Schools as the country is predominant-
ly Catholic and schools are controlled
by them, so the Lodges are trying to
sponsor schools in Callao.

Lodges and Meetings in Callao are
as follows:

Peace and Concordance No. 445—
9:00 p.m. first and third Saturdays;

Constancia y Concordia No. 11 —
9:00 p.m. every Friday;

Independencia No. 31 —9:00 p.m.
every Monday;

Concordice Universal No. 14—9:00
p-m. every Tuesday.

Lodges meet at this late hour be-
cause most stores and business houses
close from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.

I visited Independencia No. 31.
They were very cordial. The Worship-
ful Master was Sr. Arnoldo Medina
and the Secretary Sr. Orlando Espi-

noza; and also attended Concordice
Universal Lodge No. 14 and was
greeted by Worshipful Master Sr.
Emilio Guerra Rejovez and the Secre-
tary was Sr. Guillermo Marcaine.

All four of the above Lodges own
their Temple in Callao, which is lo-
cated at 240 Featro Street.

Am hereby remitting a money
order for one year’s subscription to the
two above named lodges for the Ma-
sonic Digest, in the names of their
Secretaries.

I also have a copy of the Kosmos,
which reviews the happenings of the
Grand Lodge of Peru, which I shall
try to get in your hands when I get
back to the United States.

Many thanks for such a great pub-
lication such as yours that I am proud
to hand out in any country I visit.
It is a wonderful publication and one
to be proud of —keep up the good
work.

Fraternally yours,
Charles Coates
Good Hope Lodge No. 29 F&AM
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The Fair Employment

Practice Law

We are all interested in the pro-
posed Fair Employment Practice
Commission that Governor Brown is
advocating for this state. Our good
brothers Byron Rumford and Agustus
Hawkins, both Democrats, are pulling
hard to put this one over. Am certain
that a letter to them would spur them
on to Vl(t()ly, or to your State Sena-
tor or your Assemblvman from your
respectlve asseml)ly district. 1hL\f
would be happy to hear from you
and know how interested you really
are in this project. i :

It might be interesting to know
that in the State of Oregon the Fair
Employment Act became a law on
]u]y 16, 1949. It emp()\vel\d the
State Bureau of Labor “to eliminate
color or national origin ” Oregon
is the only state which has its Fair
Employment Practices Division lo-
cated within a bureau or department
of labor. New Jersey’s FEP Division
is in the Department of Education.
Other states have established separate
commissions. The present FEP staff
strongly endorses the Oregon plan
which ‘it feels allows them to work
more closely with labor and manage-
ment, and with state and local govern-
mental bodies at all times.

The law operates in the following
manner: A person who feels he has
been discriminated agains may file a
complaint with the Bureau of Labor.
One of the FEP staff members then
proceeds to interview the respondent
who has been charged with discrimi-
nation. If there is reasonable assur-
ance that discrimination was prac-
ticed, the FEP division “proceeds to
insure compliance with the law
through conference, conciliation and
persuasion.” Violation of any of the
provisions of the FEP act subjects the
offender to civil and criminal penal-
ties. If convicted, a violator may re-
ceive a sentence of one year in the
county jail or a fine of not more than
$500 or both.

Plan Now for Your Trip
to San Diego

the 104th Annual
of the Prince Hall

As you know,
Communication

Grand Lodge will be held San
Diego, California during July, con-

currently with the Convention of the
Golden State Grand Chapter, O.E.S.
and the Prince Hall Grand High
Court, H. of J.

Both as a driver for Greyhound and
as a brother of Victoria Lodge No. 3,
F. & AM, I, naturally, gave thought
to the many advantd(rc of using
Greyhound’s charter service to San
Diego. I have outlined a very nice
trip, via Route 99 to Los Angeles and
101 Highway to San Diego with
stopovers at Los Angelcs en route,

It takes 39 passengers to fill a bus,
and with that number it should cost
approximately $25.00 each for trans-
portation from the Bay Area. Of
course, it might be a little less if we
get more than one or two busloads.

Think your Lodge, Chapter or
Court would be mtelcstuP It so, I'd
certainly be glad to provide further
information if you will contact me at
the address shown below.

Incidentally, those of you who were
with us on our trip to Portland last
year will recall the good time we had.
You may wish to talk to others who
have not yet taken the opportunity of
using this excellent means of trans-
por mh(m. and p()mt out to them the
many advantages they will enjoy.

C. W. HurcHinsoN
137 Thrift Street

San Francisco, Calif.

Telephone
San Francisco—DElaware 3-6135

P.S. — For those of you residing in
northern California, arrangements can
be made for a “pick-up” stop for you

at Stockton, California.

PRINCE HALL MASONS

The only one of the Brethren men-
tioned by Brother Cooper who is still
living, was

GEORGE W. CRAWFORD

A Past Grand Master of the Juris-
diction of Connecticut, and currently
Sovereign Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemason-
ry of the Northern Jurisdiction of the
United States.

MASONIC DIGEST

(continued from page 16)

He is the author of “Prince Hall
and His followers,” also, of “The A. B.
C.s of Scottish Rite Masonry.”

The foregoing does mnot conclude
the list of Brethren of the past who
took a very active part in the various
controversies concerning the legitima-
cy of our Fraternity, but, of course,
comprises only those mentioned by
Past Grand Master Cooper.

Masonic History (from page 3)

Rome, in 716 B.C. These colleges
were groups of operative craftsmen
that were attached to each Roman
Legion, so that Roman Art would
thrive side by side with the army in
conquered territory.

It is thought that the “mysteries”
of the Egyptians passed through Mo-
ses to the Jewish people, dl](] from
both of them to the Greeks and Ro-
mans. It is certain that the Jewish Sect
known as the “Essenes” were an or-
ganization resembling Freemasonry.
loseplms the great hlstmmn describes
them as l)un(r distinguished for their
brotherly love, and for their charity
in helping the needy, and showing
mercy. He says that they are just dis-
pensers of thefr anger, curbers of their
passions, representatives of fidelity,
ministers of peace, and every word
with them is of more force than an
oath.

Such influences undoubtedly played
their part in the organization of the
Roman college of artificers.

Q. What are some of the points of
similarity between these colleges and
Freemasonry?

A. The head man was called Mag-
ister, or Master; there could be no
less than three members; they were
democratic; the members had to obey
the law; they preached and practiced
brotherly love and relief. Some au-
thorities claim their initiates were di-
vided into three classes of apprentices,
fellow-craft and master.

Q. What organization of the mid-
dle ages is assocmtcd with the Craft?

A. The Cathedral Builders is be-
lieved to be the connecting link be-
tween ancient organizations and mod-
ern Freemasonry. This is a highly de-
batable matter.” We cannot trace any
connecting link between these various
ancient organizations. All we can note
is certain similarities.

Q. When and where did modern
Freemasonry begin under the Grand
Lodge wstem as we know it today?

A. In London, England, June 24,

1717. Four lodges met and formed
the Grand L()dge of England. An-
thony Sayre was elected the first
Grand Master.

Q. Were there lodges prior to
W7

A. Yes, many of them. The oldest

existing lodge record is that of Edin-
burgh Lodge No. 1, July 30, 1599.

Q. Was there any other Grand
Lodge organization in England after
that of 1717?

A. Yes—a group of Irish Masons
who were not recognized by the Ma-
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sons of London formed a rival Grand
Lodge in 1751, that became known as
the “ancient” Grand Lodge. They
styled the Grand Lodge of 1717 as
“moderns.” The “ancients” were also
known as “Atholl Masons” because the
Grand Lodge was presided over by the
4th Duke of Atholl.

Q. Is that Grand Lodge in exist-
ence today?

A. No. These two Grand Lodges
were united in 1813 and formed what
is now the Grand Lodge of England.
These two Grand Lodges were the
source of all legitimate Ancient Craft
Masonry in America.

THE "HISTORY OF PRINCE HALL

MASONRY

Q. Who was Prince Hall? Where
did he first arrive in America?

A. Prince Hall was born in Bridge-
town, Barbados, British West Indies.
The generally accepted date of his
birth is September 12, 1748. His
father was an Englishman, Thomas
Prince Hall, a leather worker by trade,
and his mother was a free colored
woman of French extraction. At the
age of seventeen, he worked his pas-
sage on a sailing vessel bound for
Boston, and in March, 1765, he ar-
rived there.

Where did he settle or make
his home? What profession or trade
did he follow?

A. Prince Hail settled in Boston,
Massachusetts and immediately set to
work at his trade as a leather worker,
which he had learned from his father.
At the age of twenty-five he had ac-
quired some real estate and was quali-
fied to vote. Being an ambitious man,
he took private lessons at night to
better his education. Prince Hall be-
came an earnest student of the Bible
and became a member of the Method-
ist Church and later was pastor of a
church at Cambridge.

Q. Was Prince Hall a slave?

A. No. Prince Hall belonged to the
group of colored citizens who were
known as “free Negroes.”

Q. What part did he play in the
Revolutionary War?

A. Prince Hall led in the fight to
enlist Negro soldiers in the Conti-
nental Army. It was his belief that
this was one great step toward free-
dom. He first addressed Hancock and
Warren, members of the Committee of
Safety, urging the enlistment of slaves.
His request was refused, but they did
not oppose the enlistment of freemen.
He later led a delegation of members
of his Lodge to speak to General
George Washington, which resulted
ultimately in the enlistment of some
5,000 colored men.
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Q. What stand did he take against
slavery as practiced in America?

A. Prince Hall was one of the first
abolitionists. He never overlooked an
opportunity to aid his less fortunate
brethren. He not only was an aboli-
tionist, but he also advocated citizen-
ship for colored men, participation in
government, and equality before the
law. He was against all forms of
racial discrimination and was vocal in
insisting on the protection of his peo-
ple from social insult and indignity.

Q. What do we as Prince Hall
Masons revere him for most?

A. He was the first black man to
be initiated into the Masonic Order
in America. Prince Hall is the
Founder of Freemasonry among Ne-
groes in America.

Q. Where was Prince Hall made
a Mason? How many companions
were also initiated.

A. Prince Hall and fourteen other
free colored men were initiated into
Masonry in Boston by an army lodge
of an Irish regiment stationed in that
city. It is possible that Prince Hall
had been initiated alone a short time
before, but the records only show
one initiation as of March 6, 1775.

Q. When the Army Lodge left
Boston, were Prince Hall and his
brethren without Masonic recogni-
tion?

A. The British Army left Boston
on March 17, 1776. To enable colored
brethren to function, the army lodge
gave them a license or permit to meet
as a lodge and to observe certain cere-
monies, but not to confer degrees
which was a common practice of that
period. The “Permit” or “Dispensa-
tion” given to Prince Hall by the
Master of the Army Lodge was regu-
lar and legal in every respect. They
were permitted to parade on St. John’s
Day and bury the dead.

Q. Did Prince Hall and his breth-
ren apply to the white masons for
recognition? What was the reaction
of white masons to their request?

A. Yes. Shortly after they had re-
ceived the “Permet” from the Army
Lodge, Prince Hall and his brethren
petitioned Provincial Grand Master
Joseph Warren for recognition. The
petition was favorably received but
Bro. Warren was killed at the Battle
of Burker Hill. Another petition was
made in 1779, but there is no record
that any action was taken. The peti-
tion was met with mixed emotions
by white masons. Those in sympathy
advised Prince Hall to apply to the
Grand Orient of France for recogni-
tion. However, Prince Hall applied
to the Grand Lodge of England be-

cause that body was considered the
Mother of organized Freemasonry. In
a letter dated March 2, 1784 the
Grand Lodge of England granted to
Prince Hall and his brethren of color
a Warrant of Constitution under the
name of African Lodge No. 459.

Q. When and by whom was the
Charter delivered?

A. After several delays the Charter
reached Boston on April 29, 1787, in
care of Captain Scott, a brother-in-
law of John Hancock, who was a
signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. The -Lodge was formally
erected on May 6, 1787, at the Golden
Fleece in Water Street, Boston, Mass.
The Charter was granted by the
Grand Lodge of England September
29, 1784.

Q. What act, as in relationship
with the Grand Lodge of England, is
credited to African Lodge No. 459
and not to any other Lodge in Amer-
ica?

A. African Lodge contributed to the
English Grand Charity Fund. Dates
recorded are: Nov. 24, 1787, Nov.
25, 1789, April 18, 1792, Nov. 27,
1793, and Nov. 22, 1797.

Q. What was the name of the First
Grand Lodge among Negroes in
America?

A. African Grand Lodge. It was
founded in Boston, Mass., June 24,
1791, with Prince Hall as the first
Grand Master. June 24, 1808, the
name was changed to M. W. Prince
Hall Grand Lodge in memory of
Prince Hall, who died December 7,
1807.

Q. Is Prince Hall Masonry differ-
ent from any other (meaning white)
masonry?

A. Only in the complexion of its
brethren. The essentials are the same.

Q. How many Grand Lodges of
Prince Hall Masons are there, and ap-
proximately how many subordinate
lodges?

A. There are 38 Grand Lodges in
the United States and one in Canada,
one in Liberia, with approximately
4700 constituent lodges.

Q. Do all affiliated Grand Lodges
us the phrase “Prince Hall” in their
official title?

A. No. Virginia, Mississippi, Flor-
ida, and Connecticut are among the
exceptions.

Q. Name in order the founding
dates of Prince Hall Grand Lodges.

Tune 24, 1791 —— __Massachusetts
Dec. 27, 1815 ___________Pennsylvania
February 2, 1845 Maryland
March 14, 1845 __________ New York

March 27, 1848 Dist. of Columbia
June 12, 1848 New Jersey
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May 3, 1849 BREERR O)16
[[neRORII S0 M —— Delaware
June 19, 1855 _____________California

July S5 lS55 S Rhode Island
August 25, 1855 ____ Ontario, Canada

September 9, 1855 _________ Indiana
January 5, 1863 Louisiana
March 25, 1863 . Michigan

August 16, 1866 _________ Kentucky

December 20, 1866 . Missouri
February 16, 1867 __________ Illinois
March 1, 1870 . North Carolina
Jwee @ W0 Georgia
August 31, 1870 Tennessee
September 27, 1870 ________ Alabama
187 QNS Loy Florida
March 9, 1872 _________ South Carolina
January 13, 1873 _______ Connecticut
Augusta 9IS bRt Texas
August 29, 1875 ___________ Kansas
December 15, 1875 Virginia
January 1, 1876 Colorado
July 3, 1876 __ Mississippi
January 1878 __ Arkansas
September 22, 1881 West Virginia
July, 1887 ___ SR Towa
November 17, 1892 ________ Oklahoma
August 16, 1894 Minnesota
April 4, 1903 Washington
July 19, 1919 Nebraska
ey Arizona
September 21, 1921 New Mexico
June 9, 1925 - Wisconsin

Q. Who was Thomas W. Stringer
and why is he of importance to Prince
Hall Masons of Louisiana?

A. Thomas W. Stringer was Dep-
uty Grand Master of Pennsylvania;
and, on March 5, 1849, established
the first Lodge in Louisiana; First
Grand Master of Ohio; First Grand
Master of Mississippi.

Q. When was the Grand Lodge
of Louisiana organized? Who was
elected the first Grand Master?

A. The Grand Lodge of Louisiana
was organized January 5, 1863, by
Lodees chortered by the Grand Lodge
of Ohio. Participating in the effort
were, Richmond Lodge No. 4, Stringer
Lodge No. 11 and Parsons Lodge No.
18. This assembly established the
M. W. Eureka Grand Lodge and
elected John Parsons, Past Grand
Master of Ohio, its first Grand Mas-
ter.

Q. In what year was the name
changed to M. W. Prince Hall Grand
Lodge?

A. In June 1944 Eureka Grand
Lodge under the leadership of Grand
Master John G. Lewis, Jr., changed
its name to M. W. Prince Hall Grand
Lodge.

Q. Name the Past Grand Masters
of Louisiana?

A. ]ohn Parson, 1863; Louis Banks,
1864; Oscar James Dunn, 1864-67;
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John Parsons, 1867-77; James Lewis,
1878-1880; Charles Karney Brown,
1880; Calvin F. Ladd, 1881-1890;
Elias A. Williams, 1891-1893; Louis
R. Price, 1894-1903; John G. Lewis,
Sr., 1903-1931; Scott A. Lewis, 1931-
1941; John G. Lewis, Jr., 1941-

Q. What important political office
did Grand Master Oscar . Dunn hold
during the Period of Reconstruction
in Louisiana?

A. He was Lieutenant Governor
from 1868-1871. He died suddenly
while in office and is alleged to have
been poisoned by his political ene-
mies. As Grand Master of this State,
he led the fight against the pretensions
and encroachments of the National
Compact on the sovereignty of the
state jurisdictions. In 1869 by an Act
of the Legislature he succeeded in
having Eureka Grand Lodge incor-
porated as the sole source of “Ancient
Free and Accepted York Masonry in
the State.”

What do you recall of Grand
Master (Col.) James Lewis?

A. Col. James Lewis was a field
secretary for the American Missionary
Association. He assisted in the estab-
lishment of schools for Negroes in the
South following the Civil War. His
life was once saved from a mob bent
on lynching when he made himself
known as a Mason.

Q. - What is credited to Grand Mas-
ter Calvin F. Ladd?

A. He was the first Grand Master
to suggest the organization of a Ma-
sonic Relief Fund. g

Q. What heroic act is contributed
to Grand Master Louis R. Price and
caused his death?

A. He was killed in a stampede at
a Baptist gathering in Birmingham,
Ala. in 1903. He had escaped from
the building, but returned to save
others and was trampled to death.

Q. How many years did the Hon.
John G. Lewis, Sr. serve as Grand
Master and among his many contribu-
tions what are considered his most
outstanding?

A. He established a Charity Bu-
reau or Foundation which has served
the Masons of this State for 50 years.
He laid the foundation for the perpe-
tuity of the Craft when he insisted
upon the quality and not the quantity
of the membership.

Q. Can you name at least five
activities or services participuted in
by our Grand Lodge?

A. Scholarships; Bayou Boys State;
March of Dimes; Annual Leadership
Conference; Prince Hall and Amer-
icanism Day; United Negro College
Fund; Farm Mortgage Program; Con-

struction of Lodge Halls; Operation
of Printing Plant.
LAW AND CUSTOM
What is meant by “Preroga-
tives of the Worshipful Master”?

A. Those peculiar rights and privi-
leges that are inherent in the office
itself and which cannot be abrogated
or abridged by his lodge; such as:

To preside at all communications of
his lodge.

To control
sions.

To determine all questions of order,
also, what business shall be brought
before the lodge.

To preside at the annual election
and install the officers.

To represent his Lodge in Grand
Lodge.

To convene his Lodge, set it to work
and give it proper instructions for its
labors.

To open his Lodge at the time
specified in its By-laws and close at
a reasonable hour.

To regulate the admission of vis-
itors.

To cause an immediate investiga-
tion into rumors or direct reports of
unmasonic conduct to come to him
either officially or unofficially that the
reputation of the Lodge and the Fra-
ternity be protected.

To refuse to put a motion if, in his
judgment, it is improper or contrary
to Masonic law and procedure.

Q. How do you interpret “Will and
pleasure of the Worshipful Master”?

A. This refers to the control which
the Master must exercise over the af-
fairs of his lodge and, particularly
the authority which is his in keeping
the constitutions and landmarks in-
violate.

Q. What is the difference between
a “Notice” and “Summons”?

A. A “Notice” is making one aware
of the time and place of an occasion
or event, or situation at which per-
formance is optional.

A “Summons” is a demand, under
drastic penalty, to be present at any
occasion or event, or exact your per-
formance in a given situation.

Q. What are the duties of the “In-
vestigating Committee”™?

A. This committee has the duty
of inquiring into the reputation and
standing of all who petition for mem-
bership. The work of this committee,
more often than not, determines the
kind and quality of the membership.
It should determine and report to the
lodge with extreme accuracy the fit-
ness of an individual for membership.

Q. Should the regalia of the so
called “higher degrees” be used or

and terminate discus-
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worn by brothers at Blue Lodge or
ceremonies?

A. Emphatically NO. In ancient
craft masonry, a brother is “properly
clothed” only when he wears the re-
galia of the degree upon which the
lodge is working.

Q. What is meant by the terms
“virtual” and “actual” past master?

A. A virtual past master is one who
has received the degree of that name
in Capitular Masonry.

An actual past master is one who
has been duly elected and installed, as
master of his lodge and has served the
period for which he was elected.

Q. What constitutes the body of
Masonic Law?

A. The ancient landmarks.

The common law or customs of the
Craft.

The Constitutions and Statutes of
the Grand Lodge.

The Edicts of the Grand Master.

The Constitution and By-Laws of
the Lodge.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Q. How does a regular or legiti-
mate masonic lodge come into exist-
ence? '

A. By being issued a charter, or
warrant of constitution from a regu-
lar or legitimate Grand Lodge.

Q. What is a regular or legitimate
body in Ancient Craft, or symbolic
masonry?

A. One whose lineage can be
traced to the Grand Lodge in Eng-
land, founded 1717, or the rival Grand
Lodge founded 1751, both of whom
united in 1813, thus forming the
United Grand Lodge of England.

Q. Did both of these Grand Lodges
issue warrants to lodges in America?

A. Yes—but only the Grand Lodge
of 1717 styled the “moderns” by the
rival Grand Lodge—ever granted a
warrant to Negroes for the establish-
ing of a lodge of masons. That was
the warrant granted to Prince Hall
and his brethren.

Q. What is the difference between
the letters “F. & A. M.” and “A. F. &
A. M.” in the titles of some Grand
Lodges?

A. “F. & A. M.” means “Free and
Accepted Masons” and indicates the
Lodge is a direct descendant of the
Grand Lodge of England founded in
1717, which styled itself as such.

~“A. F. & A. M.” means “Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons” and was
used by the rival Grand Lodge in
England, founded 1751.
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Q. What letters do Prince Hall
Grand Lodges use?

A. All use “F. & A. M.” except
Virginia which uses A. F. & A. M.

Q. Are there any lodges among
Negroes entitled to use “A. F. & A.
M.” in their titles because they are
descendants of the Grand Lodge in
England that so styled itself?

A. No. That Grand Body never
did at any time during its existence
grant a charter or warrant for the
establishment of a lodge among Ne-
groes in the Western Hemisphere.

Q. Then what is the status of all
these various organizations sty]ing
themselves A. F. & A. M. or “four let-
ter” lodges as their members call
them?

A. Historically they have no au-
thority to use that title and having no
Iegitimate masonic ancestry they are
regarded as “spurious” or “bogus.”

Q. What about those using the
title A. F. & A. M. and claim to have
received warrants from foreign coun-
tries other than England?

A. None have produced any indis-
putable documentary evidence to sup-
port such claims. Usually such wild
claims are fabrications of the “ex-
ploiter” or money hungry. Many of
the founders of such organizations
were expelled Prince Hall Masons,
such as John A. Bell, John G. Jones,
and “Capt.” W. D. Matthews. Inci-
dentally, these are but three of a
large group of notorious “misleaders”
of Masonry among Negroes in Amer-
ica. Under the auspices of our Con-
ference of Grand Masters a list and
record of these Masonic renegades
and degree pedlers is being published.

Q. Why is ancient craft or sym-
bolic masonry often referred to as
“York Rite”?

A. Because of the prominence of
the City of York, England, in Masonic
affairs. King Athelstane called an as-
sembly of Masons there in 921 A.D.
A Grand Lodge was supposedly
founded there in 926 A.D. but this is
more or less tradition or legend.

Q. What is the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry?

A. One of the youngest of the Ma-
sonic Rites or systems, governed by
a Supreme Council which exercises
dogmatic authority over the degrees
peculiar to the Rite. These degrees
seemed to have originated in France.
The name “Scottish Rite” was most
likely adopted from the degree found-
ed in France called “Scottish Mas-

ter.” Most French writers refer to these
degrees as the “Ancient and Accepted
Rite,” however, the Latin Constitu-
tions of the Order referred to it as
“The Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite,” and this is the name that has
been generally adopted.

Q. Does the Scottish Rite have
authority over the first three or sym-
bolic degrees?

A. Not in America. Here, by agree-
ment, the Supreme Councils do not
confer or exercise authority over the
first three degrees. Such would be con-
sidered an infringement upon the
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodges of
symbolic Masonry. A significant fact
to remember is that the governing
body over symbolic Masonry is styled
“The Grand Lodge,” while that of
Scottish Rite Masonry is called a “Su-
preme Council.”

Q. Are there any Supreme Coun-
cils in affiliation with our Prince Hall
Grand Lodges?

A. There are two: a Northern
jurisdiction with headquarters at Fitz-
water and Mole Streets, Philadelphia,
Penn., composed of the states North
of the Mason and Dixon Line and
West to the Pacific Ocean; a Southern
jurisdiction with headquarters at 1633
11th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.,
consisting of the states South of the
Mason and Dixon Line and West to
and including California and the Ha-
waiian Islands.

THE CHILD

“The child is the person who will
continue what you have begun, who
will sit right where you are sitting
and witness the things you consider
very important when you have gone.
You may take all the measures you
like but the manner in which they are
carried out will depend upon him.
Even though you may sign alliances
and treaties it is he who will execute
them. He will take his seat in the as-
sembly and will assume control of
cities, nations and empires. It is he
who will be in charge of your
churches, schools, universities, coun-
cils, corporations and institutions. All
your work will be judged, praised, or
condemned by him. The future and
the destiny of humanity will be in
his hands; therefore it would not be
a bad idea to pay some attention to
him now.” (Translation of a Christ-
mas card sent out by the official chil-
dren’s agency in Panama, 1944.)

PRINCE HALL




LODGE OF ST. ANDREW

This copy of the Bi-Centennial Memorial Volume of the
Lodge of St. Andrew is presented with the compliments and
fraternal good wishes of the members of the Lodge, with the
hope that it may be an acceptable addition to your library, and
in accordance with the sentiment expressed in the concluding
paragraph of its preface.

PREFACE
St. Andrews Day, 1958.

In any organization whose ]1ist()ry is at once ancient and
honorable there exists inevitably a tendency to get stuck fast
in Yesterday. Certainly it is true that if there is any merit in
looking backwards and attempting to record the deeds and
thoughts of previous generations, it must lie to a considerable
extent in the resulting stimulation and awakening of one’s
curiosity regarding thc past. Nevertheless, we hold it equally
true, and ()t far greater consequence, that as we review the
pageant of action “and ideas displayed by our predecessors, we
in turn are thereby enabled to see our own present problems
more clearly and in better perspective than would otherwise
be the case: particularly, the courage, the vision, the character
of these men who founded our Lodge and who helped to estab-
lish our Republic can never fail to be a source of inspiration
to us, to bring a quickening to our hearts, or to embolden
us in our own day to dare our best.

This small volume, the fourth recorded backward glance ()f
the Lodge of Saint Andrew, is primarly for that group of :
score and a half to whom membership in the Lodge has l)cc()mc
part of their hearts and minds. We hope that it vul come into
the hands, also, of many of our brothers wheresoever dis-
persed, and regardless of race, creed, or nationality, who by
the very fact ()f membership in our fraternity (\emphf\ an
assertion of faith and a rebuke to cynicism. F nmllv that these
pages may contain some thing of interest or II]SI)II'dtl()n how-
ever 511&]1t, to any reader, whcthel or not a member of the
Masonic fraternity, who is nevertheless a man of good will, and
who believes, as we do, in the Fatherhood of God, and the
Brotherhood of Man, is the sincere hope of all who have had
the privilege of preparing them for publication.”

For the Committee
WinTHROP WETHERBEE, M.D.
Avucustus P. LORING ...

A quick perusal of the Bi-Centennial Memorial edition of
the Lodge of St. Andrew, showed there were many references
to Prince Hall. We regret that we cannot publish all of the
historical Freemasons of the day which include many heroes
and advocates of Freedom that stirred and won the Revolu-
tion of 1775.

Selecting a particular item is like trying to pick up a run
in a silk stocking with a needle and thread. However, may we
quote several excerpts from this very excellent research:

12 ge 19:

“In England, the Ancients and Moderns laid down their arms
in 1813, Cnde a schism which had lasted for seven decades.
As we have seen, by this time also, the two Grand Lodges in
Boston had consolidated to form in 1792, “The Grand Lodge
of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and As-
cepted Masons for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.”

l"lw English Grand Lodges presenting a more united front,
it seemed judicious to thc newly f(nm(‘d Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts to adopt a resolution denying lru)(rmtl(m to
any Masons holding allegiance to a hn('wn (‘r(md Lodﬂc later
this was altered to den\r the right of Masons to assoml)lc in
Massachusetts under warrant ()f any foreign power. These
provisions were, and are, assertions of exclusive territorial
jurisdiction, d(wnd unique to American Masonry, and contrary
to the plmuplcs anciently established, and maintained to the
present time by the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and
Scotland. Ihc’ not only 1cplcsentcd an attempt to coerce
the Lodge of St. Andrew into joining the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts (an attempt which, in 1809, was finally success-
ful) but they had the additional effect of denying lCCO"nlthn
to the Prince Hall Masons, whose original L]ldlt(‘l ]md been
granted by the Modern Grand Lodge of England as early as

1784, and whose Grand Lodge had been established, under
the same auspices, in 1791. Up to this time there has never
MASONIC DISEST

been any question of the legitimacy of this group — their charter
had been issued, in fact, by the same Grand Lodge which had
appointed the Provincial Grand Master of St. John’s Grand
Lodge in 1733; unlike St. John’s Grand Lodge, the Prince
Hall group had continued in uninterrupted existence and
activity ever since their initial organization. The Prince Hall
(African) Lodge, and the Lodge of St. Andrews are the only
two Lodges in Massachusetts whose original charaters, issue »d
irrespectively by the Grand Lodges of England (Modern) and
of Scotland, are still in possesion of the petitioners. (Page 21).
Continuing, An Ancient Tale New Told: “There is, however, one
of our eighteenth -century projects which has continued to
interest us and to which it may seem not unfitting to return,
as to something in the nature of unfinished business. Perhaps
it may not be improper to close this brief chronicle without an
account of it.

A(‘L()Idll](’ to tradition, pr obal )1\' correct, our members assisted
at the mstallatum of Prmcc Hall and the other officers of African
Grand Lodge in 1791. If this is true, we are by this single act
sponsors of one out of every eight American Masons today.
Our relations with colored Masons has indeed been friendly
from the very beginning, and it was only Joseph Warren’s
untimely death which prevented him from issuing, as Provincial
Grand Master, the charter which was to establish the first
lodge of colored Masons in this country. That honor then
fell to John’s Grand Lodge, whose Master, John RO\V(‘
(also, by affiliation, a member of our own Lodge) issued @
limited ‘pcrmc which entitled the L()l()ILd group to mcot
as a Lodge to “walk on St. John’s Day,” and to bury their
dead in manner and form. This permit of 1775 did not allow
African Lodge, as it was then called, to make Masons, although
hostilities had ceased in 1784, was the full charter issued, this
time by the Grand Lodge of England (Modern), confirming
the legitimacy of, and permanently establishing, African Lodge,
as No. 459 in the registry of England.

While we continued to maintain a cordial and fraternal
attitude toward Prince Hall and his group, with our entry
into the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts official intercourse
terminated. Our foster parent would not recognize the Colored
Masons, because they held from a foreign Grand Lodge, nor
would it invite them to join by endorsement, as we were urged
to do. It was not until after the Civil War that we felt the
time had come when we could once more come to their aid.
Our caterer at this time was Josua B. Smith, born a slave, who
had come North, entered the service of a Boston family, and
alter gone into business for himself. He was a well-known and
highly respected citizen, and in 1867 we were proud to report
that we had made him a Mason, as we had seven other colored
men, all of whom received the three degrees in our Lodge
during the years 1867 and 1868.

Three years after, in 1871, we approved and recommended
to the favorable consideration of the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts, the })(‘tltl()ll of seven colored brethren, dll initiated,
passed and raised in the Lodge of St. Andrew, to form a new
lodge, to the called Thistle Lodge. This peition was unequivo-
cally rejected, in spite of the fact that the then Grand Master
had previously assured us that it would be granted.

If we intend to maintain the high tradition of our founding
members, and if we propose to give more than lip service to
the standards and ideals which they exemplified, we would
do well to remember that the very foundation-stone of Masonry
is recognition of the great fact of the Brotherhood of Man. We
shoud recall that our parent, the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
excludes distinctions based on creed, colour, or clime. We
appropriately could give serious thought to resuming this par-
ticular project and ﬁnall\' seeing it thmu"h to a suc cesshll con-
clusion. Throwing the tea into Boston ILul)()l in 1773 was a
timely and dramatic gesture of patriotism and a striking dem-
onstration against economic and social injustice.

Perhaps in 1956, it would be no less timely, fully as patriotic,
and considerably more constructive, if we turned our attention
once more to the subject of Negro Masonry, and after almost
two centuries of frustation, managed finally to resolve this
problem and thus bring to all our craft a gr(*utur portion of
that light which God sheds upon the minds of men
we know as truth.”

and which

Page 23
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“TIME AND PLACE,” AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

This information may be valuable
to the “Time and Place” committees
in the future. It might be interesting
to note that in the last ten years
San Diego has been the host city three
times, Los Angeles (including 1969)
has been selected twice, Portland
twice, while San Jose, Oakland, Long
Beach and Sacramento have each en-
tertained the Grand Lodge one time.

The number of times a grand Lodge
was held in some of the following
cities of our jurisdiction, are as fol-
lows, since 1893:

San Francisco 12, Los Angeles 11,
Oakland 10, San Diego 7, Sacramento
6, Portland and San Jose 4, Pasadena,
Marysville and Bakersfield 2, Berke-
ley 3, Fresno, Long Beach, Stockton,
Riverside, Vallejo and Redding one
time.

The following cities have never
been host to our Grand Organization:

Santa Monica, San Bernardino, Palo
Alto, Modesto, Richmond, Blythe,

Monterey, El Centro, Santa Ana,
Brawley, Monroria, Santa Barbara or
McCloud.

It might be interesting to note the

. e S .

last time a Grand Lodge Communica-
tion was held in some of the cities
comprising our realm.

Bakersfield 1919—40 years ago
Marysville 1906—53 years ago
Stockton 1908—51 years ago
Vallejo 1923—36 years ago
Fresno 1930—29 years ago
Pasadena 193128 years ago
Riverside 1938—21 years ago.
In the meantime Clandestine Masonry
seems to get roots and six to ten spur-
ious Grand bodies have been able to
generate and are strong in many of

the places that we have neglected,
whereas our presence in large num-
bers would cause many to think and
do a little investigating before joining
any of the groups. "Tis true we have
grown in great numbers, but it is high
time we give some of these cities
we've been missing some considera-
tion. If we are expecting our order
to grow, and keep a favorable impres-
sion throughout our great state of
California, we had better distribute
these grand sessions on a wider cir-
cumference. If we are interested in
seeing our Lodges grow, then we must
sacrifice the big cities and get into
the sections we have neglected, or
overlooked for many years, as the
above statistics show.

IMPORTANT!
Send in the changes necessary to correct Lodge Directory,
page two, if any errors are found. Masters and Secretaries

take notice!




